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INTKODUCTION. 


TirE  flattoring  reception  with  which  the  fir^t  volume  of  this 
work,  covering  the  period  of  the  Coloniiil  History  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  received,  has  encouraged  the  continuance  of  the 
author's  labors  ;  and  the  present  volume  the  second  of  the 
series,  covering  the  period  of  our  Pj oviiK  ial  History,  is  now 
offered  to  the  public.  The  distiuction  between  the  Colonial 
and  the  Provinria!  Iiistory  of  Massachusetts  is  strikingly 
marked.  During  the  former  period,  a  large  share  of  irifle- 
pendence  was  enjoyed  by  the  people,  who  chose  their  own 
rulers,  and  managed  their  own  affairs.  Acknowledging  their 
dependence  on  Great  Britain  for  the  cliarter  tliey  held  and 
for  the  privileges  it  secured,  they  yet  claimed  exemption  from 
the  paramount  authority  of  Parliament,  and  the  right  to  enact 
their  own  laws  and  shape  their  own  policy.  Hence  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  rapidly  increased  ;  commerce  was  en- 
larged ;  industry  was  fostered  ;  and  the  simplicity  of  manners 
which  80  generally  prevailed  threw  such  attractions  around 
the  country,  and  augared  so  well  for  its  future  advancement, 
tliat  tlie  jealousy  of  the  statesmen  of  England  was  aronaed  ; 
ftud  to  check  the  spirit  of  freedom,  which  was  abroad,  was 
urged  as  the  only  means  by  which  the  people  could  be  kept  in 
subjection.  Hence  the  old  charter  was  overthrown ;  a  new 
charter  was  granted,  and  ^fassachusetts,  from  a*  colony,  be- 
came a  province  of  England,  Under  the  new  charter  the 
governor  and  a  number  of  other  ofHcera  were  appointed  bj  the 
king,  and  were  removable  at  his  pleasnre ;  a  snpervisioo  was 
exercised  over  the  legislation  of  the  province,  and  the  para- 
mount  authority  of  the  crown  was  asserted.  In  accepting  this 
charter,  however,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  did  not  rclin- 
qnieh  their  natural  rights,  nor  did  they  yield,  without  opposi- 


.  -d  by  Google 


vi 


nrrBOPucnoN. 


tion,  to  innovations  upon  the  customs  which  had  long  been 
established  among  them.  Hence  the  position  of  thc  frovornors 
was  exceedingly  embarrassed  ;  and  tlie  contests  between  them 
and  the  Ptate^nu'ii  of  the  i^rovint^e,  so  far  from  resulting  in  the 
gulijection  of  tlio  people,  trudiMj  only  to  strengthen  and  develop 
their  love  of  liberty.  The  provincial  history  of  Massachu<5ett8 
is  a  record  of  this  development ;  and  these  pages  are  designed 
to  sketch  the  progress  of  that  struggle,  the  seed^  of  which  were 
early  sown,  and  which,  when  matured,  led  to  a  rupture  between 
the  colonies  and  the  crown.  The  proitiinont  rhiiracters  who 
figure  in  our  annals  were  men  of  unwaveriiiL'^  fidelity  and 
courage  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  their  enrr,e;-'t  and  persevering 
efforts,  that  the  tide  of  oppression  was  successfully  stayed,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people  were  eventually  secured. 

All  wlio  are  acquainted  with  the  difiirulties  attending  the 
preparation  of  a  work  like  the  present,  will  readily  excuse  any 
trifling  inaccuracies,  of  style  or  of  statement,  which  may  be 
discovered  in  its  perusal.  Such  inaccuracies  can  never  be 
wholly  avoided  ;  and  the  wide  range  of  subjects  brought 
under  discussion,  and  the  perplexities  attending  the  adjustment 
of  rival  claims  and  discrepant  authorities,  preclude  the  hope 
that  in  all  cases  the  conclusion  to  which  the  author  has  arrived 
will  meet  the  entire  concurrence  of  his  readers.  Candid  crit- 
icism, however,  will  never  be  deprecated  ;  and  should  mistakes 
be  discovered,  no  one  more  cheerfully  than  the  author  will 
acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to  those  who  shall  be  the  means 
'  of  pointing  them  out. 

The  thanks  of  the  author  are  tendered  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  so  kindly  encouraged  his  labors,  and  to  the  societies 
which  have  afforded  him  access  to  their  historical  treasures. 
To  enumerate  these  gentlemen,  and  to  apeoifj  these  societies, 
would  only  be  to  repeat  the  names  gpyen  in  the  first  volume. 
In  the  hope  that  the  present  volume  will  meet  with  as  favora- 
ble a  reception  as  the  former,  and  will  prove  as  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  and  to  their  descendants,  it  is 
sent  forth  on  its  mission  with  the  diffidence  and  hesitancy 
which  must  ever  be  felt  by  one  who  assumes  to  write  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  and  who  is  conscious  of  the  responsibility 
attaching  to  such  a  position. 
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HISTORY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


THE  PROVINCE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 

Thb  erection  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  chap 
introdiiced  a  new  era  ia  the  hiatorj  of  New  J  Jii^land.   It  was  ^ 
the  aecond  act  of  the  great  drama,  whose  third  brought  free^  uos. 
dom  to  a  widespread  lepublic.  Changes  in  both  hemispheres 
had  been  preceded  by  a  revolntion  in  some  respects  analogous 
to  that  which  resulted  in  the  independence  of  America.  The 
rerolation  of  1688,  to  England  and  her  dependencies,  was  a 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  Hit;  English  people  agaiiiot  the 
aggres^ioiid  of  ar)>itrnry  power.    The  revolution  of  1770,  to 
America,  was  a  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  American 
people  against  similar  oppression.  FHnciples  were  at  stake 
in  both  cases — great  and  momentons  principles.  Bat  differ* 
ence  of  circamstanoes  gare  to  the  latter  rerolntion  &r  higher 
amseqnenee  than  to  the  former. 

In  reviewing  the  colonial  historj  of  Massachnsetts,  it  will 
he  perceived  that  llie  germs  of  our  national  greatness  inhered 
in  the  first  settlers  ;  and  the  whole  of  that  history  is  a  record 
of  Uteir  development.  The  mission  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  that 
of  the  Foritans,  was  bjr  no  means  an  aimless  mission.  They 
came  to  these  shores  for  a  definite  purpose,  and  shaped  their  * 
course  in  aooordanoe  with  that  purpose.    And  it  was  the 
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THS  paOTIKCE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAT, 


CHAP,  noblest  purpose  which  can  sway  human  bt^ings  —  the  enjoy- 
^J-^  nient  of  religions,  in  connection  with  dvil,  freedom ;  as  large 
1692.  a  share  of  both  as  was  attainable,  and  a  share  which,  if  lim- 
ited at  first  and  tainted  with  errors,  increased  with  the 

enli^rlitcnment  of  the  people,  and  as  they  became  better  fitted 
to  a})preciate  its  blessings. 

The  (.levelopiiu'iit  of  nations  is  by  the  law  of  pro^esfiion. 
Neither  political  nor  social  theories  spring  into  existence 
spontaneously ;  nor  can  they  be  improvised  in  a  moment,  like 
the  songs  of  Italian  minstrels.  They  are  the  fruit  of  perspio- 
nouB  and  profound  meditation ;  the  result  of  the  collision  of 
mind  with  mind.  Not  only  is  the  legislation  of  a  community 
subject  to  this  law,  but  It  is  discernible  in  more  vital  aifairs, 
affecting  niiin's  .-jtiiiluai  interests.  The  world  moves  on,  not 
blindly  nor  by  chance,  but  in  accordance  with  the  plan.-*  of 
Infinite  Wisdom.  No  "  spiked  gates  and  impassable  baiTiers  " 
can  be  reared  to  arrest  its  coarse.  And  though  its  whole 
fruitage  is  mingled  and  tempered  with 

**  Light  and  shade,  and  ill  and  good," 

alternating  in  striking  but  harmonious  vicissitude,  yet  good 
grows  indestructibly,  and  propagates  itself  in  spite  of,  and 
even  among,  the  entanglements  of  evil  ^  so  that  none  need 
despair  of  the  destinies  of  humanity. 

In  looking  back  to  the  past,  and  comparing  it  with  the 
present,  the  contrast  is  so  great  that  the  sciolist,  in  his  self- 
conceit^  is  apt  to  imagine  there  was  nothing  good  in  the  olden 
times ;  and  the  whole  fabric  of  society,  its  forms  of  faith,  its 
manners  and  customs,  and  every  thing  which  gave  to  it  a  dis- 
tinctive character,  are  to  him  of  little  moment  He  forgets 
that  what  is  valued  to-day  may  be  lightly  esteemed  to-morrow, 
and  that  the  superior  enlightenment  of  the  nineteenth  century 
may  be  but  as  a  rushlight  to  the  twentieth  or  the  thirtieth 
*  century.  It  is  as  absurd  to  underrate  the  past  as  it  is  foolish 
to  overrate  tiie  present  The  past  is  the  parent  of  the  prea- 
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cnt,  as  the  prc-^cnt  is  of  the  future  ;  nor  T^onld  the  present  be  chap. 
what  it  is  had  it  not  been  for  the  past.   Viewed  in  this  lights  ^^i^ 
trivial  incidents  become  important.  Trath  has  been  constantly  i«2. 
working  itself  clearer,  and  depositing  the  evils  resolting  from 
ignorance. 

By  the  caviller,  errors  may  be  pointed  out  in  the  history  . 
of  every  natioQ  ;  nor  is  individual  life  exempt  from  their 
influence.  The  question  is  not,  therefore,  what  were  the 
errors  of  the  past,  but  what  were  its  aims.  It  is  by  this  test 
the  reflecting  mind  metes  ont  its  judgments.  The  men  vbo 
have  preceded  as  in  the  race  are  worthy  of  credit  for  all  they 
aocomplidied ;  and  if  their  achievements  appear  trifling  in 
comparison  with  our  own,  or  if  they  are  mixed  up  with  the 
evils  incident  to  humanity,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  it 
is  always  a  more  difficult,  as  it  is  a  more  perilous  task,  to  go 
on  tlio  forlorn  liopo  of  tnith  ;  and  it  is  comparatively  easy, 
after  the  breach  has  been  made,  to  enter  the  city  and  seize  its 
possessions.  But  he  who  clears  the  way  is  entitled  to  at  least 
as  mnch  honor  as  he  who  follows  after.  The  pioneer  mnat  be 
a  man  of  unfaltering  courage. 

That  mnch  had  been  effSscfed  for  the  prosperity  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  less  than  three  fourths  of  a  century  which  had 
elapsed  from  the  settlement  of  its  territory,  will  be  evident 
from  even  a  cursory  glance  at  the  condition  of  the  colonies. 
Plymouth,  in  the  seventy-two  years  following  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims,  had  made  good  progress  in  wealth  and  pop-  itaMi. 
Illation.  The  colony  was  divided  into  three  counties, — 
Plymouth,  Bristol,  and  Barnstable, — and  contained  seventeen 
towns  ^  and  a  population  of  at  least  seven  thousand  sonls.* 
Industry,  frugality,  and  an  exemplary  integrity  were  the  chur- 

*  These  were,  Plymouth,  Scituate,  '  I  dcnluoe  this  from  minutes  of  the 

Duxhmy.  Bamrtable^  Stndwi^  Yftr>  populatioii  of  ^iflerent  towras  as  Plym- 

niDuth,  Truintnn,  AT ir-hfield,  Reho-  ni;th,   SVitmto,  Duxbury,   <^c.  'No 

both,  Eaftham,  Uridsewater,  Dartr  eeneral  censua  had  been  taken  at  tbu 

mouth,   Smnaey,    M^dtebonnig^  oaleu 
Fnetown,  Roebeker,  and  Falmouth. 
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PROGRESS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


UHAP.  acteristics  of  her  people ;  and,  however  humble  their  circum- 
f?tances  or  feeble  their  strength,  the  noble  men  who  established 
iee2i  this  colony  will  never  cease  to  be  gratefully  remembered  as 
the  fiithers  of  New  England  and  the  founders  of  its  gloiy. 
MassachiisettSy  in  the  sizty-six  years  following  the  settle- 

iflSMS.  ment  of  Saleoit  had  adyanoed  with  rapid  strides  in  the  ca- 
reer of  improvement.  The  colony  was  diTided  into  fonr 
counties,  —  Suffolk,  Egsex,  Middlesex,  and  Hampshire,*  —  and 
contained  fifty-five  towns-  and  a  population  of  at  least  forty 
thousand  souls.^  Boston  was  the  capital ;  and  this  town, 
the  largest  in  New  England,  contained  one  thousand  build- 
ings and  seyen  thousand  persons.^  Roads  radiated  in  every 
direction  from  the  metropolis  to  the  sorroimding  villages, 
forming  the  media  of  commnnication  with  their  inhabitants. 
The  more  distant  hamlets  were  Iraried  in  the  depths  of  the  pri* 
meval  forests,  the  only  paths  leading  to  them  being  indicated 
by  marked  trees  ;  and  ragged  rocks,  })iled  in  lieap?.  or  ^scattered 
around  in  c*)niiniiigled  confn-iou,  often  impeded  tlie  pro<n-os3 
of  the  wayfarer  in  reaching  tiiose  settlements.   Yet  as  many 

*  Part  of  the  towns  fonnerly  con-  thousand  soldi."  Ibuidolpfa, in  Hutch, 

atltutiiif^  the  county  of  Old  Norfolk  ColL  484,  computes  the  population 

had  been  joined  to  New  Hampshire ;  of  Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  New 

therettwerecompivsediiitiheoouiity  I&unpsliire  tt  one  hundred  and  fifty 

of  Kwx.  thoasand,  in  1676.    Andros,  in  N.  i. 

'  These  wer^  Solem,  Chariestown,  Docta.  iiL  262,  speaks  of  ten  thoiuand 

Boetoii«  Medfera,  Rujiliwyt  Dorahci^  fiwenieii  in  MniwichinieUi  hi  167flL 

tcr,  Watertowni,  Camhridf^e,  Ij)s\vlch,  From  official  reports,  however,  made 

Hingharo,  WejTuouth,  l)edham,New-  to  the  Hoard  of  Trade  in  1715,  it  ap 

bur)',  Concord,   Springfield,  Lynn,  pears  that  the  population  of  Massa- 

North  Chelsea,  Sudbury,  Salisoiivy,  chusetts  at  that  date  was  but  nmety- 

Rovr•lf•^ ,  Braintrce,  Wobuni,  Glouces^  four  thousand  ;  and  as  the  population 

ter,  ilu\erhill,  Wenham,  Hull,  Man-  doubled  oiicc  in  twenty-tive  or  thirty 

Chester,  Andover,   Maiden,  Marble-  vears,  the  estimate  Ibr  1(592  could  not 

head,  Topsficld,  Mi  i^fn  Id,  Lancaster,  nave  exceeded  forty  or  fifty  thousand. 

Billerica,  Nortl»mi>ton,  Marlborough,  Compare  N.  Y.  liocts.  v.  397 ;  Gra- 

Milton,  Hadley,  Cndmsford,  Groton,  hame,  iL  IRS ;  WHliamam'a  Me.  S.  87 1 

Mcndon,  Amcshury,  Beverly,  West-  Bancroft,  U.  450. 

field,  Hatfield,  Dunstable,  Wirentham,  *  Mather,  Magnalia,  b.  L  Ban- 

BNMkMd,8heri)iinn^  BtadlbfdJ)eer-  dolph  oom^ted  tne  noraber  of  homes 

field,  Stow,  WonMtCr,  fiosfind,  and  in  Bu!«ton,  m  1GT6,  at  two  thousand. 

Newton.  Hutch.  Coll.  487.    For  further  juir- 

'  Josselyn,  Voy.  p.  IBS,  ed.  1675,  tkularSfSeeNeal'sNew  Kiiglaud,588i 
extravagantly  estimates  the  population  i>  292,  Suf, 

of  New  £i^|laDd  at  **tao  buodied 
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a  scene  which,  at  a  distance,  looks  desert  and  rockbound,  nn-  chap. 
folds  itaelf,  when  visited,  into  valee  of  the  rarest  beauty,  so, 
nestled  among  the  hills,  were  embryo  Tillages,  now  densely  i«60. 
populated,  whiob»  In  the  Areadiea  simplicity  of  earlier  times, 
presented  points  of  attraction  soffieient  to  allure  thither  the 
yeomanry  of  the  land,  whose  dilig^ent  toil  caused  "  the  wilder 
ncss  and  the  solitary  jilacc  to  be  glad  for  Lliciii,  and  the  desert 
to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose." 

The  principal  trading  towns  of  the  colony  were  Boston, 
Chariestown,  and  Salem  ;  and  there  was  "  some  little  trade 
for  country  people  at  Ipswich  and  Newberry."  ^  The  bnildingB 
in  the  country — irregular  in  their  shape,  and  of  a  rode  style 
of  architecture,  yarying  in  size  and  in  the  qnalitf  of  their 
workmanship — were  mostly  of  tfanber;  and  many  of  them 
were  fortified  with  strong  palisades,  as  a  security  from  the 
arrows  and  pmall  shot  of  the  Indians.  In  Boston,  though 
most  of  the  lioii^:ns  were  of  timber,  there  were  several  of  brick, 
with  "  some  few  of  stone,  of  competent  strength  and  largeness 
•  sntable  to  the  condition  of  the  owners ; "  and  three  churches 
or  meeting  houses,  in  dilferent  localito,  sufficed  for  the  rdi* 
gtouB  accommodation  of  the  people.' 

Manufactures  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth,  shoes,  hats,  and  a 
few  other  articles,  wore  nowhere  extensively  conducted,  but 
were  principally  confined  to  the  family  circle,  and  designed 
for  Iiome  consumption.  The  staple  commodities  were  fi?h  and 
peltry,  with  live  stock,  provisions,  and  lumber  in  its  various 
forma.  Timlier  for  shipping  could  be  had  in  abundance,  with 
tar,  and  |^tch,  and  a  Tariety  of  nayal  stores.  Iron  was  smelt- 
ed in  a  few  places,  '*  though  in  noe  great  quantity ;  ^  the  man- 
ufacture  of  gunpowder  had  been  introduced  ;*  and  hemp  and 
flax  grew  well,  though  "  labor  was  so  deare  that  it  could  not 
bee  made  a  commodity  to  send  to  other  parts,  but  was  only 

*  Comp»2taiidalph,mHiilc]i.OolL  '  Randolph,  in  Hutch.  CoIL  487, 
484.  Ki^-s  tht'rc  were  six  for^s  in  \fn>*s;iclni- 

•  See  Hutch.  Col.  487,  and  Josse-  setts  in  ItiTd.  The  powder  mill  waa 
lyi^  in  8 11 H.  OdIL  in.  319.  at  DoidieMer. 
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CHAP,  improved  by  the  country  jieople  for  their  own  occasions."* 
Articles  imported  from  Kngltmd  were    of  all  sorts  generally 

1680.  which  that  land  afforda,"  and  amounted  in  value  to  forty  or 
fi%  thoofland  pounds  per  amuim.'  The  namber  of  English 
merchants  within  the  goyernmeat*  bred  to  the  calling,  was 
estimated,  in  1680,  at  only  twenty,  thuu<,'h  there  were  near 
as  many  otliers  that  do  trade  and  merchandise  more  or  less." 
Of  foreign  merchantf,  at  the  saiue  date,  it  is  affirmed  there 
were  none,  though  a  few  years  later  there  were  certainly 
several.^  • 

There  were  some  slaves  in  the  colony,  and  had  been  for 
many  years ;  bnt "  there  hath  been  no  company  of  blacks  or 
slaves/'  it  is  added,  brought  into  the  country  since  the 
beginning  of  this  plantation,  for  the  space  of  fifty  ycares ; 
iti/S.  only  one  small  vessell,  about  two  yeares  since,  after  twenty 
months'  voyage  to  Madairasca,  brought  hither  betwixt  forty 
and  fifty  negros,  most  women  and  children,  sold  here  for  ten, 
fifteen,  and  twenty  pounds  apiece,  which  stood  the  merchants 
m  neer  forty  pounds  apiece,  one  with  another.  Now  and 
then,  two  or  three  negros  are  brought  hither  from  Barbados 
and  other  of  his  majesties  plantations,  and  sold  here  for  about 
twenty  pounds  apiece  ;  so  that  there  may  be  within  our  gov- 
ernmcnt  about  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  ;  and 
it  may  be  as  many  Scots,  brought  hither  and  sold  for  servants 
in  the  time  of  tlie  warr  with  Scotland,  and  most  now  married 
and  living  here ;  and  about  halfe  so  many  Irish,  brought 
hither  at  severall  times  as  servants."  Slavery  in  general, 
however,  was  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Puritans 
that  it  was  viewed  with  abhorrence ;  and,  fortunately  for 
New  England,  it  never  reached  the  dignity  of  a  fixed  insti- 
tution," to  be  cheribhed  forever.'* 

*  See  Randolph,  b  Hutch.  CblL  '  SeeDunton'tJoanaltm  2  M.H. 
494,  405.  Coll,  ii.  98  et  se<^. 

*  Huch  i»  Bradstieet's  estimate}  *  Kaudolpb,  in  ilutch.  Coll.  4H.j, 
tint  of  Bandolph  ii  temnHmA  dil&r>  speaki  of  two  hundred  ikTea  in  the 
mt  oolooy  in  1670.  The  esrliert  puhlio 
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Of  the  English  popnlation  the  estimates  vary.  Four  or  five  chap. 
handFod  whites  are  said  to  have  been  bom  jearly,  taking  one 
year  with  another ;  and  the  number  of  man-iages  was  esti-  isbd. 
mated  at  firom  two  to  three  hundred  per  annum.  The  nnmber 
of  births  exceeded  the  nnmber  of  deaths,  except  during  the 
prevalence  of  wars  and  pestilences.^  The  wealth  of  the  peo- 
ple was  quite  widely  distributed.  There  were  rich  merchants 
in  Boston*  but  few  planters  had  great  estates ;  and  he  was 
accounted  rich  among  farmers  who  was  worth  from  ten  to 
fifteen  hundred  pounds.  The  commerce  of  the  country  was 
remarkably  extensiTe.  From  one  to  two  hundred*  ships, 
sloops,  keteheSf  and  other  Tcssels,  belonging  to  the  colony, 
either  English  or  home  built,  were  employed  in  the  carrying 
trade  ;  and  of  these,  from  eight  to  ten  were  of  a  lumdred  tons 
burden  and  upwards  ;  three  or  four  were  of  two  hundred 
tons  ;  the  forty  or  fifty  fishing  ketches  were  of  from  twenty 
to  forty  tons ;  and  six  or  eight  ships,  owned  in  England, 
annually  visited  Boston  to  trade  with  the  people. 

Temporaty  obstructions  to  trade  frequently  arose;  and 
these  originated  from  an  overstocked  market,  the  dcpreda* 
tions  of  pirates,  the  interrnptfon  of  the  fisheries  by  the  French ' 
at  the  eastward,  and  the  double  custom  paid  for  sugar,  indigo, 
cotton,  wool,  and  tobacco,  first  at  the  places  from  which  these 

adTerti^ement  of  nhvea  tor  sale  I  have  Xiettcr,  Na  U,  the  deaths  in  Boston 
met  with  u  in  the  Boston  News  Let-  iron,  ia  1701,  146  iNff80i»{  in  1702, 
tPT  for  1704,  X().  6;  but  slaves  vtpto  141  penoos;  and  III  1709^  159  pep- 
doubtless  sold  before  that  time.  The  sons. 

•taliidtt  of  davery  in  Manachittetts  '  Compi.  Rand<)Iph,  in  Hutch.  ColL 

do  not,  lit  any  ))onod  of  its  history.  4S4,  4 So,  and  Josaelyn,  Voy.  1^0. 

«bow  that  the  people  at  kige  viewed  Also,  Bzadstreeti  in  3  M.H.  ColLviiL 

thehutttudoairimfitvorfandtlieiii-  337. 

cTe:\se  of  the  number  of  skv^  in  all  '  Bandolph,  in  Hutch.  OoU.  406^ 

the  New  England  colonies  ^\'r\s  always  soys  there  were  730  vessels  owned  in 

smalHn  comparison  with  thtir  increase  Massachu^tts  in  1676.    For  the  e»- 

in  the  colonies  at  the  south.    See  tunate  of  the  General  Court  in  1665, 

Aniul>^  Am.  Suit. Ass.  voL  L;  Holmes's  see  2  M.  If.  Coll.  \ii.  72.    See  also 

Am.  Amiab;  Grahame,  voL  ii.,  &C.  3  M.  H.  Coll.  i.  98  j  Frothinirham's 

*  I  IiftTe  aeen  no  published  esti-  Hist.  Charleatown;  and  firoolu^F'^ 


mates  of  the  denth.s  in  \[assachusrtt<;  Bfed&wd* 
before  1682  j  but  in  the  Boston  News 
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CHAP,  commodities  were  brought,  and  again  at  tlio  I>l:l^o^;  to  whieli 
^^Jf^  thpy  were  sent.^  No  rates  or  duties  were  imposed  in  the  col- 
mo.  ony  upoa  gooda  exported,^  which  were  generally  the  produce 
of  tbe  country,  obtained  with  hard  labor,  and  sold  at  low 
prices;  and  but  one  penny  per  pound  vaine  was  charged 
upon  goods  imported,*  whicht  with  a  like  tax  on  real  and 
personal  estate,  a  capitation  tax  of  twenty  pence  per  head,< 
and  a  small  excise  on  wines  and  other  spirituous  liquors,  pro- 
duced an  income  of  about  lificcn  hundred  pounds  per  aunuin  • 
—  the  sole  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  government,  the 
salaries  of  officers,  the  charges  of  fortifications,  and  tho  main* 
tenanee  of  a  gairison  at  the  Castle.  During  the  Indian  wars, 
the  expenses  and  taxes  were  necessarily  increased  from  ten  to 
fifteen  fold,  mnch  to  the  impoverishment  of  the  country,  which 
became  burdened  with  a  debt  which  it  required  years  to 
cancel.* 

Besides  the  eoUegc  at  Cambridge,  which  was  in  a  compara- 
tively flourishing  condition,  the  interests  of  education  were 
fostered  in  every  town  ;  and  each  town  had  its  ami)le  church 
and  its  settled  minister,  though  "  some  able  schollars  fit  for 
the  ministery  rather  wanted  imploim^t.''  For  tbe  religious 
instruction  of  the  people,  the  ministers  preached  generally 
twice  on  the  Lord's  day,  besides  lecturing  in  some  of  the 
larger  towns  on  the  week  days,  and  catechized  "  the  children 
and  youth  of  the  place  as  they  had  oppertunity."  The  main- 
tenance of  the  minislers  in  Boston  was  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion ;  in  the  rest  of  the  towns  tlioir  salaries  were  raised  by  a 
yearly  assessment  upon  all  tho  inhabitants,  the  several!  courts 

*  Comp.  3  M.  H.  Coll. !.  OS.  num ;  but,  as  Hutchinson  well  oh- 

*  Except  horses,  on  wliich  a  duty  serves,  "  he  has  put  one  cj'pher  more 
o''  iv|  :.i  '  eadiimidhBigcd.  HutdL  than  he  should  mvb  done.  The  an- 
CoU.  107.  nual   char;?ps    nrv^r   nmounted  to 

*  For  a  table  of  customs,  g^ven  by  £2000  until  the  Iik1i;ui  w-di^* 
Bandolpht  occ  Hutch.  (OIL  487.  *  Bandolnh,  in  Hutch.  Coll.  498, 

*  Comp.  Hutch.  Coll.  49fi.  estimates  this  deht  :x*  £  )0,000  j  Bad- 

*  lUmdolph,  m  Hutch.  Coll.  498,  stxoet  at  ''above  JL1U,UU0." 
wti  the  rereiine  at  £20,000  per  an- 
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takeing  special!  care  that  all  ministers  have  comf«L>rtal)le  main-  cuap. 
tenancG  allowed  them,  according  to  the  poor  ability  of  the 
place  and  people."  ^  We  hare  no  beggars,"  ooncludee  the  im 
narrative  from  which  most  of  tiie  forcing  facts  have  been 
gleanadt "  and  few  idle  vagabonds,  except  now  and  then  some 
Quakers  from  Road  Islandi  Ac,  that  mneh  molest  ns,  and 
endanger  the  seducing  of  the  people  where  they  come.  And 
all  towucs  are  enjoined  by  kiw  t(3  take  earo  of  and  i»rovide 
fbr  all  the  poor,  decayed,  and  ini[totcnt  persons  within  their 
respective  limits,  which  accordingly  tliey  doe."* 

This  picture  of  the  colony  in  1080  is  of  coarse  imperfect  as  * 
applied  to  its  condition  in  1692.  There  had  been  some  growth  MOii 
in  that  period,  and  some  important  changes.  Tet,  as  a  whole^ 
it  is  a  yaluable  sketch,  emanating  from  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Massachusetts,  and  one  who,  for  more  than  sixty  years, 
participated  in  its  nioveinent.-<  and  jiromoted  its  pro^jx'rity.^ 
With  the  imperfect  data  furnished  by  scattered  and  often  eou- 
ilicting  documents,  it  is  obviously  difficult  to  reproduce  exactly 
the  condition  of  the  colonics  at  the  time  their  territory  was 
merged  into  one ;  bat  the  little  that  is  known  of  that  condition 
issaffident  to  impress  as  with  a  profound  conviction  of  the 
eminent  worth  of  the  men  to  whom  the  destinies  of  the  country 
had  been  confided,  and  of  the  value  of  their  servioee  in  devel* 
oping  its  resources  and  strengdiuning  the  basis  u[K)n  which 
their  commonwealth  was  built.  In  their  connection  with  the 
mother  country,  every  where  a  strait  bond  of  obedience  in- 
flexibly held  them  down  j  their  yearnings  for  freedom  were 
rigidly  restrained ;  and  many  and  desperate  had  been  their 
straggles  with  the  Stuarts.  Yet  it  is  with  colonies  as  with 
trees ;  the  winds  which  shako  serve  rather  to  strengthen  their 
hold  upon  the  soil  than  to  uproot  or  prostrate  them,  and 

»  Randolph,  in  Hutch.  C  oll.  .501 ;  who  died  at  Salem,  in  1697,  at  the 

Jooielyn,  Voy.  180  j  S  M.  H.  GolL  iiL  advanced      of  9 1 .   Sec  Felt's  Hist. 

331.  Salon  i  AUea's  and  Eliot's  Biog. 

*  3  M.  H.  ColL  vuL  332-340.  Dicl*i|  N.  R  Hist  Gen.  It^.j 

*  The  vencnble  Simon  Bnditnet^  Diike'e  Boston, 
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SPIBII  OF  PURITANISM. 


CHAP,  furnish  the  exercise  which  develops  their  powers,  giving  to 

._„4^  increase  of  vitality  and  beauty. 

1603.  That  ia  certainly  an  amiable  weakness,  if  weakness  it  may 
be  called,  which  looks  at  the  past  with  a  slight  degree  of 
enthusiasm ;  and  snch  weakness  may  be  excused  In  the  histo- 
rian, if  it  does  not  degenerate  into  indiscriminate  eulogy. 
Especially  i.s  it  excusal>le  in  eonsidt'i  inu:  the  hi.-^tory  of  Ma>sa- 
chusett? ;  for  iimch  a-i  tlie  Puritans  liave  Ifon  diHTied  a?  illib- 
eral funutics,  there  were  traits  in  their  character  of  incstimar 
ble  worth.  In  tracing  their  career,  it  is  too  often  forgotten 
that  it  is  necessary  to  have  some  toleration  for  the  infirmities 
of  men  whose  very  excesses  sprang  from  profound  reverence 
for  Ood  and  his  word.  With  the  Puritan,  religion  was  a 
matter  of  conscience  between  himself  and  his  God.  With  a 
sincere  conviction  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and  an  earnest 
desire  to  contorm  to  its  requirements  in  tli*'  ininntest  partic- 
ular, he  held  it  to  1»o  his  duty,  and  the  duty  of  nil,  to  be 
guided  by  the  Scriptures.  Lite  was  to  be  pervaded  with  the 
spirit  of  piety.  There  was  to  be  an  entire  consecratioii  of 
its  aims  to  God.  Every  thing  which  weakened  the  sense  of 
dependence  on  him  was  to  be  scrupulously  avoided.  Men 
were  to  walk  with  God.  The  flesh  and  its  lusts  were  to  be 
subdued  and  crucified  :  the  body  was  to  be  a  temple  meet  for 
His  dwcliinsf.  Xothinc:  wa.~  innocent  which  led  to  forirctful- 
nc.ss  of  lliin  :  notliinir  wa»  irk.'^uuie  which  would  i)urclia.-c  Hi.-? 
favor.  Religion,  with  the  Puritan,  was  the  Alpha  and  the 
Omega ;  the  banning  and  the  end.  Ills  fuith,  it  is  true,  was 
cast  in  the  sternest  mould.  It  enthroned  God  as  the  Sovereign 
of  the  universe,  and  made  man  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the 
potter.  To  ridicule  this  creed  is  to  ridicule  cherished  convic- 
tions of  millions.  Yet,  to  do  justice  to  the  Puritans,  no  one 
is  required  to  iadoric  all  their  doctrines.  Their  integrity, 
their  piety,  their  earnc.^tne.-.s  will  ever  bo  honored,  and  ovcry 
thing  else  which  gave  to  their  charactor>;  manH?io<s  and  vigor. 
It  would  be  singular  if  they  exhausted  the  fountaiu  of  truth : 
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it  would  be  singular  if  we  had  sounded  its  utmost  depths,  chap. 
Honesty  of  conviction  and  sincerity  of  purpose  are  cheerfully  ^^J^ 
conceded  to  them,  and  a  piety  as  ferrent  as  ever  existed,  lem. 
They  lived  in  an  age  of  general  intolerance^  an  age  of  intense 

and  violent  excitement.  They  lived,  too,  at  a  time  when 
political  theories  were  imperfectly  defmcd,  aud  when  rnoiuu did 
were  jrrudgingly  conceding  as  privileges  what  the  people 
afterwards  understood  to  be  their  own,  independent  of  the 
favor  of  royalty.  And  mnch  that  has  been  condemned,  and 
which  it  is  fonnd  difficult  to  excuse,  in  their  conduct^  sprang 
from  this  source.  As  we  would  be  jndged  by  our  descend- 
ants, so  should  we  judge  our  ancestors. 

It  is  an  unfounded  charge,  however,  that  the  first  settlers 
of  New  England  were  universally  bigoted  ;  for  many  might 
be  named,  both  in  Plymouth  aud  in  Massachusetts,  who  were 
worthy  disciples  of  the  principles  of  the  reformation,  and  who 
carried  those  principles  to  as  high  a  degree  of  theoretic  per^ 
fection  as  could  have  HheoL  been  expeoted.  And  it  is,  perhapSi  f 
true^  that  the  right  of  exercising  private  judgment  in  matters  ' 
of  religion  was,  in  terms  at  least,  more  generally  recognized 
than  many  suppose.  It  is  scarcely  possible,  indeed,  to  main- 
tain more  expressly,  as  a  fundamental  principle,  the  right  of 
every  man  to  think  for  himself  and  judge  for  himsoll"  than 
did  some  of  the  most  approved  leaders  of  the  colonies.' 
True,  the  gods  of  Olympus  rdgned  paramount  in  the  Pan- 
theon, and  heresy  was  accounted  the  greatest  of  all  sins.  It 
was  hardly  realized  that  no  great  harm  could  result  from 
allowing  theological  speculation  to  have  free  course,  and  to 
look  tearlessly  towards  all  the  thirty-two  points  of  the  com- 
pas.^.  whithersoever  it  listed.  Ilcnce  dissent  was  denounced 
as  a  direful  evil  ;  and  if  our  ancestors  were  reluctant  to  con- 
cede to  others  the  rights  which  they  claimed  for  tliemselves, 
it  was  because  of  their  conviction  of  the  truth  of  their  own 

>  Qmfu Hist  H.  GoUL  49, 00. 
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POUTICAL  PROGRESS. 


CHAP,  opinions,  and  the  conceived  impossibility  of  holding  different 
^^^^^  opinions  without  overthrowing  as  well  the  pillars  of  their  po* 
1092.  litical  Ikbric  bb  the  fimdamentals  of  Christiaii  faith,  and  denying 
doctrines  wliidi  had  boon  cherished  for  centories  as  sound  and 
evangdica],  and  for  which  ihe  fathers  of  tiie  church  and  the 
earlj  reformers  had  alike  zealonsly  contended. 

As  society  advances,  however,  it  carries  lueii  onward  in  tlie 
path  of  profrrcssion  ;  and  doctrines  onco  cherished  a.<  sacred 
and  vcucrabic  give  place  to  new  systems,  answering  to  the 
higher  demands  of  our  spiritual  nature.  The  light  which  at 
first  fitfully  gleamed  upon  a  few  sools,  increases  in  briUiancy 
and  penetrates  other  souls,  nntil  at  last  its  eStdgence,  like  that 
of  the  son  in  its  meridian  splendor,  warms  and  invigorates  the 
whole  mass  of-hnmanily.  The  creed  of  the  nlneteentii  century 
is  not  the  creed  of  the  seventeenth  century,  nor  is  Puritanism 
in  our  days  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  Wil»on  and  Norton. 

Tt  is  with  tlie  political  pro^re-.^  of  nations,  however,  that  his- 
tory principally  deals.  Yet  it  should  never  be  forp:otten  that, 
in  all  commnnities,  the  religions  element  enters  largely  inttf  the 
constitation  of  civil  sodely,  and  that  the  institotions  of  a  coun- 
try are  more  or  less  moulded  by  the  &ith  of  the  people  upon 
those  subjects  which  relate  to  the  highest  interests  of  man. 
Especially  is  tliis  true  of  New  England,  for  its  foundations  were 
religiously  laid.'  Spiritual  forces  have  predominated  here,  and 
al»ove  all  other  forces  have  they  shajHMi  our  destiny.  The  con- 
troversies which  have  arisen  have  not  been  more  secturiau 
wranglings,  fields  for  the  display  of  theological  gladiatorship ; 

'  To  some,  it  may  Roem  the  heifrht  much  by  tho  numhors  which  es- 

of  foliy  to  a^8e^t  that  the  foundations  pousc  it,  as  by  the  spirit  of  it»  lead- 

of  New  England  were  religiously  kid;  ers;  and  few  will  dispute  that  Ou>> 

for,  of  the  hundred  poMengers  of  the  yet,  and  Bmdlinrd,  ana  Window*  end 

!Ma\  flower,  at  least  naif  were  women  Brewster  were  relipoiw  men,  and 

and  children;  and  the  other  half  was  came  to  thcNe  shores  for  religious 

eomposed  of  adventurers  aiul  srn-ai its,  s.iko.    These  w  ere  the  fathers  of 

as  well  as  of  members  of  Mr.  Robin-  New  Engliind.    'I'liey  ^M\e  lite  to  its 

Bon's  church.    But  the  character  of  iostitutions ;  and  its  foundations  were 

aa  eateqdae  dunild  be  judged}' not  hid  by  them  in  meieiioe  to  God. 
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they  are  indices  of  the  spiiitoal  activity  of  the  people — an  chap. 

activity  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  never  degenerate  into  niere 
latitudinariaoiam,  or  cease  to  exert  a  healthy  and  iuspiriug  1602. 
influence. 

The  connection  between  the  colonial  and  the  provincial  hia- 
tory  of  MaflBaehnsetta  can  be  fiillj  nodeistood  only  by  an 
aoquainteiice  with  iho  political  opinions  of  the  people.  Acooidr 
ing  to  the  mazlnia  of  SngliBh  jurisprndeaoe,  the  civil  organiza- 
tion of  goyomment  resembled  a  living  body ;  and  every  indi- 
Tidual  existing  or  arisinp^  within  that  body  waa  |jart  of  it  as  a 
whole,  actually  and  iiidis>i>lubly  connected  with  it.  No  indi- 
vidual or  numl>er  of  individuals,  it  was  contended,  from  a  dis- 
tinct prindple  within  themaelves,  or  from  their  own  will,  could 
emigrate  and  quit  that  community  so  aa  to  sepaarate  and  fly  off 
from  the  body,  and  effiBotually  dissolve  their  connection  with 
the  same.  BeaideSi  the  tenitory  upon  which  the  emigrants  set- 
tled was  clahned  by  the  English  crown  as  a  part  of  its  domia- 
ions  ;  and  although  a  charter  was  granted  thera.  which  permitted 
them  to  form  a  sepamte  and  distinct  coniniunily,  and  establish 
a  government  having  sovereign  jurisdiction  within  its  own  lim- 
ittf  jeif  being  settled  on  the  lands  and  within  the  dominions  of 
the  parent  state,  it  was  claimed  that  thej  remained  ^  under 
a  oertam  relation  of  alliance  to  the  general  and  sapreme 
w^emm/'  True,  it  was  by  the  consent  of  Ihe  king  that  this 
emigration  was  made ;  and  the  emigrants  had  license  from  him 
to  trans[)ort  thomselvos,  their  children,  their  servant.-,  and  their 
good:i,  but  on  the  implied  condition  that  their  lands  were  to 
be  held  of  the  king,  and  that  they  were  to  remain  under  the 
protection  of  nnd  in  subordination  to,  his  sovereign  power. 

If  these  points  were  conceded,  however,  as  general  maxims^ 
it  was  at  the  same  tame  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  colonists, 
fliat  the  circumstances  of  their  emigration  were  peculiar,  and 
such  as  warranted  a  eonstmetion  of  these  maxims  different  fW>m 
that  which  wab  oidkuuiiy  received.    They  affirmed  —  and  tho 
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CHAP,  conectuess  of  their  position  was  afterwards  admitted  '  —  that, 
though  thej  weatfortli  under  a  cluirtcr  from  the  king,  yet,  as 
IMS.  their  oommnnitj  oonaiBted  of  individuals  posseesing  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  franchises  of  English  subjects,  they  had  a  right 
to  political  liberty  so  fiir  as  was  consistent  wiih  a  due  subordi- 
nation to  Ihe  parent  state  ;  that  fh^  were  entitled  to  have,  to 
liolJ,  and  lo  enjoy,  williia  the  body  of  their  colony,  a  free  ^ov- 
eriimcnt,  of  the  like  privile<i^ea,  jurisdictions,  and  preeminence 
as  those  of  the  state  from  which  they  emigrated ;  that  they 
were  entitled  to  the  like  power  of  reasoning  and  will  in  a  sim- 
ilar legislatore^  and  to  a  like  judicature  and  executive  powers 
within  the  bounds  of  tlidr  corporation,  as  the  government  of 
the  mother  country  had  within  its  own  realm :  in  shorty  that 
the  colony,  as  a  poh'tically  free  being,  had  a  right  to  all  those 
internal  powers  which  were  essential  to  its  beine:  as  a  free 
agent.  The  |iM\\er  of  Parliameut  to  Uix  them  without  their 
consent,  since  they  were  unrepresented  in  that  body,  wa^s  gener- 
ally denied  ;  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  all  cases  was 
.  inflexibly  demanded.* 

These  ckims,  in  their  fullest  extent^  were  not,  indeed,  held 
valid  in  England ;  for  Parliament  claimed,  if  it  did  not  ezer- 
eise,  the  right  to  tax  the  colonies  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother 
country ;  to  regulate  their  commerce ;  and  to  legislate  fof 
them  iu  a  general  way  to  secure  their  dependence.  Tlie  con- 
viction, however,  is  forced  upon  our  mind?,  that  the  j-tatasmen 
of  England,  at  this  date,  had  formed  no  adequate  conception 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  relation  of  the  colonies  to  the  crown. 
Not  only  were  cabinets  at  variance  in  their  views,  but  the 
advice  of  eminent  jurists  was  often  oonflioling.'  The  prev- 
alent O(nnion8^  if  rigidly  applied,  would  have  reduced  the  oolo- 
nista  to  vassals  radier  than  have  placed  tiiem  on  the  footing  of 

■  Powtttl,  Admin,  of  the  Br.  Col's,       '  Comj).  Franklin's  Workfi.  ir.  274 ; 
pL  2,  from  "which  the  ahstnot  in  the    Gialuuiif,  Cdl'Mi.  IHst.  i.  .).*>7. 
ttsxt  i»  urincipaUy  dxawn.  '  iSee  the  ucknouledgmentof  Chat 

men,  B«volt,  L  308, 309. 
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BaljectB.  Henoe  tiie  policy  of  the  monarcha  was  selfish  and  chap. 

arrogant ;  fatal  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  sure  to 
awaken  a  .sj)irit  of  resistance.  It  was  feared  that  the  colonies,  i682. 
if  nncliecked,  would  become  formidable  rivab,  and  cast  oft'  their 
allegiance.  It  was  not  {)erceived  that  the  ties  of  consanguinity 
were  sufficient  to  bind  the  children  to  the  parent ;  and  that 
gratitude  was  a  more  powerful  motiTe  to  obedience  than  fear. 
It  was  BDppoeed  that  the  only  way  to  keep  the  colonies  within 
boonds  was  to  cripple  them  by  the  arm  of  physical  power. 

Bat  the  fonnders  of  New  England  were  experienced  states* 
men  ;  nor  as  dijihunatists  were  they  inferior  to  the  diplomatists 
of  England.  The  principal  men,  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  laity, 
posses.sed  disciplined  mindSf  oad  talents  which  would  have  dis> 
tinguished  them  in  any  sphere  of  action*  Trained  to  take 
part  in  political  discossions,  and  with  a  sagacity  which  intol* 
tively  penetrated  the  disgoises  of  despotism,  they  wrought  for 
posteritf  ;  and  the  cause  in  which  they  engaged  was  emphati- 
cally the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity.  Not  only  is  America 
indebted  to  them  for  tlie  blessings  of  civil  liberty,  but  tlie  world 
is  indebted  to  them  for  initiating  the  work  of  pujiuliir  g(^vern- 
ment  and  universal  improvement :  the  world  is  indebted  to 
them  for  scattering  broadcast  the  seeds  of  imperishable  politi- 
cal tmths,  which  have  been  waited  on  the  wings  of  every  breeee 
to  the  nations  of  Europe,  to  ripen  in  due  time  to  a  harvest  of 
blesnngs. 

The  provincial  history  of  Massaeluisetts  is  a  continuation  of 
its  colonial  hi?tory  under  dilfertnit  eircumstanccg.  The  cliarac- 
ter  of  the  people  was  formed  before  the  new  government  was 
instituted ;  and  the  qiirit  of  liberty  was  too  widely  diffused  to 
be  easily  crushed.  The  arbitrary  reign  of  the  Stuarts  was 
over;  the  struggle  for  the  recognition  of  Episcopacy  had 
ceased ;  yet  Puritanism  was  still  in  the  ascendant^  and  the 
Puritan  principles  were  as  vital  as  ever.  The  changes  which 
had  taken  place  had  not  materially  aflectcd  the  views  of  the 
people.   Freedom  was  the  beacon  light  guiding  them  on ;  and 
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CHAP,  tlie  desire  to  enjoy  it  throbbed  high  in  every  heart.  Not  that 
abeolute  independeoce  iraa  Bought ;  nor  ooold  it  probably  have 
i«g8.  been  secured  had  it  been  scMighA.  Bnt  the  ntotto  of  all  was,  all 
freedom  oonsiatent  with  llie  acknowledged  all^g^anoe  of  enlh 
jeets.  It  was  impoesible  to  stifle  the  conviction  which  had 
sprung  up  that  freedom  is  the  inalicDJible  birthright  of  man, 
not  to  be  parted  witii  on  any  terms  wiiatevor.  And  it  was 
impossible  to  check  the  tendencies  towards  republicanism  which 
had  grown  with  their  growth  and  strengthened  with  their 
strength.  Time  onfy  was  needed,  with  its  varied  experience^ 
to  lead  ihem  to  claam  freedom  in  its  highest  and  broadest  form. 
Bat  it  is  ni\jnst  to  onr  fathers  to  aasert  that  fhey  were  insmcere 
in  tii^  professions  of  attachment  to  Km^dand ;  that  the  alle- 
giance they  acknowledged  was  not  real,  but  noininal ;  and  that 
they  were  studiously  and  systematically  laljoriny  io  deceive. 
If  ever  men  were  honest  in  their  views,  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts  were  honest.  Nor  was  it  their  &nlt  if,  maddened  by 
oppression,  fhey  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  assert  their  natural 
rightBi,  and  to  demand  what  wss  withheld  from  them  by  arbir 
trary  power  alone. 

The  province  charter  of  1692  difl^ered  in  many  respects  from 
the  (  h  irtcr  of  Charles  I.  The  government  under  the  hitter 
insiniMM'Tit,  after  its  tranffor,  was  established  by  the  penple; 
and  ail  oiiicers  were  chosen  y)y  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
freemen  of  the  colony,  attending  at  lloston,  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  without  smmnons,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  Easter  term 
annually.  The  deputies  to  the  General  Court  were  chosen  by 
the  freemen  of  each  town.  No  town  could  send  more  than  two 
deputies ;  towns  having  but  twenty  freemen  could  send  but 
one  ;  and  those  havinf?  less  tliaa  ten  could  not  send  any. 
No  person  beinfr  an  attorney  wius  eli.Lnble  a-s  a  deputy  ;  and 
all  persons  aspiring  to  the  immunities  of  citizenship  were  re- 
quired to  be  church  members,  in  full  communion,  and  approved 
by  the  Qeneral  Oourt  The  legislative  power  was  seated  in 
^  Qeneral  Court,  from  which  there  was  no  appeal.  This 
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mrt  was  likewiae  the  rapreme  judicature  of  tiie  colony,  haviiig  chap. 
sole  power  to  make  han,  raise  monejr,  levy  taxes,  dispose  of  ^.^^ 
lands,  give  and  confirm  property,  impeach,  sentence,  and  pardon  lesi 

criminals,  and  receive  appeals  from  mferior  courts ;  and  it  could 
not  be  ad  journed  or  dissolved  without  the  consent  of  the  m^jor 
pert  of  its  rnenibei"^*. 

In  ordimuy  cases  the  governor  and  assistants  sat  apart,  and 
transacted  business  bj  themselYes,  drawing  np  bills  and  orders^ 
whidi,  bei^g  agreed  upon,  were  sent  to  the  depnties  fbr  assent 
or  dissent  The  depnties  also  sat  bj  themselyeB,  consnlting 
vpoa  the  common  good ;  and  aU  matters  acted  npon  by  ^bam 
were  sent  to  the  magistrates  for  concnrienoe  or  nonconcur- 
pence.  No  law  could  be  made  witliout  tiie  consent  of  the 
major  part  of  the  manristratcs  and  the  crreater  numl^er  of  the 
deputies ;  and  the  governor  had  a  casting  vote  in  all  courts 
and  assemblieSi  and  conld  call  a  General  Conrt^  or  any  other 
ooart  or  ooancil,  at  his  ptoasnrsu  The  exeeative  power  was 
lodged  in  the  goreraor  and  conncil,  of  whom  sercn  constitated 
a  (|Qomni,  the  governor  or  deputy  being  one  ;  but  in  particular 
emergencies  the  acts  cf  a  less  nnmber  were  valid,  so  fiir  as 
related  to  the  impressment  of  soldiers,  se4\men,  shii)S,  ammuni- 
tion, provib'ions,  and  all  other  nccm«aries  for  the  public  defence ; 
and  warrants  could  be  drawn  upon  the  public  treasury  for  the 
payment  of  these  expenses.  Under  this  charter,  with  all  its 
dcibcts,  a  high  degree  of  political  indepeodenoe  had  been  en- 
joyed ;  and  its  destmction  was  feared  as  the  precnrsor  of  the 
deatmction  of  all  it  had  secured.^ 

By  the  terms  of  the  provincial  charter,  the  governor,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  and  the  secretary,  were  appointed  by  the 
}im<r  ;  and  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  former  were  supposed 
to  be  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  republican  tendencies  of 
the  peoide,  and  keep  them  in  a  state  of  immediate  subjection. 
Bat  if  the  powers  of  the  people  were  drcimiBcribed,  they  were 

'  Bm  Bndolpli,  m  Bial^  C3biL  477, 478|  HmohiiiMii,  ti.  Ifi. 
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CH  AP,  not  annihilated.  A  share  in  the  administration  of  afifairs  was 
^^.^  conceded  to  them ;  nor  ooold  it  have  been  withheld  withoul 

UB8.  ezcitiiig  a  9gm%  of  rebdUon.  Yet  no  act  of  the  kigislatiire 
m  without  the  cooflent  of  the  governor ;  and»  as  the 
appointment  of  all  military  officers  was  vested  in  him  solely,  and 
it  was  in  his  power  to  reject  other  officers  chosen  by  the  people 
or  tlieir  deputies,  his  influence  upon  tlie  affairs  of  the  province 
was  jrrcat,  and  miglit  be  so  wielded  iis  to  repress  the  poarinjsrs 
of  the  spirit  of  irecdouif  and  favor  the  designs  entertained  by 
his  employers.  All  laws  passed  in  the  province  were  solyected 
to  revision  bj  the  king,  and  to  rejection  at  his  pleasnre ;  and 
appeals  were  allowed  in  personal  actions  where  the  matter  in 
diapnte  exceeded  in  valne  the  som  of  three  hondred  poonds. 
Liberty  of  conscience  was  assured  to  all  but  Papists  ;  and  wop- 
ship  in  the  Episcopal  form  was  jilaccd  on  the  same  footing  as 
worship  in  the  Congregational  form.  Church  membership 
wfks  no  longer  to  be  the  qualification  for  citizenship;  bat 
all  persons  of  a  certain  estate  were  entitled  to  its  immnnities, 
and  were  dJgible  to  office.  In  some  respects  the  new  charter 
was  preferable  to  the  old ;  in  others  it  was  bat  its  shadow.  As 
a  whole,  it  has  been  doubted  whether  its  defects  were  not  as 
great  as  tlie  defects  of  the  former  instrument  Certain  it  is 
that,  from  the  powei*8  it  reserved  io  tin  king,  and  the  extent 
of  his  prerogative,  many  reluctantly  consented  to  its  acceptance, 
and  trembled  for  the  consequences  of  its  adoption  to  the  coun- 
try. Yet  it  was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  continued 
SDch,  with  but  alight  alterations^  until  the  nation  threw  oif  the 
yoke  of  bondage,  and  asserted  its  title  to  freedom  and  self- 
govemmoit.* 

The  circumstances  of  the  country,  at  the  date  of  the  arrival 
of  this  charter,  have  been  already  ijartially  d(sa"ibed.  Tlie 
old  institutions,  which  had  grown  op  under  the  colonial  diar- 

>  Mather,  Magnalia,  b.  iL,  Life  of   4,  5,  ed.  1721 1  Minot,  i  67. 
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ter,  yet  existed,  or  were  but  ImperfecUy  eradicated.  Hie  laws  chapl 
of  liie  eoimtry  had  imdefgone  bnt  Hide  alteratioti.  The  ten- 
nree  of  lands  were  sabBtantially  such  as  prevailed  when  the  un. 
Body  of  Liberties  was  framed.   And  though  a  new  ebtnrch  and 

a  new  ritual  had  been  ad mittcd,  which  were  to  be  fostered  from 

abroad,  the  old  churches  were  still  in  tlie  ascendant,  and  the 

old  ministers  had  lost  little  of  their  influence.    In  poiitical 

affairSf  no  serrile  doctrines  were  eagerly  nvowod,  oontraiy  to 

the  maxims  which  had  hung  prevailed ;  and  few  were  in  haste  • 

to  signalize  tfa^  loyalty  by  the  basest  Ingratitude^  insolence, 

and  treadiery.  Differenoes  d  opinion,  indeed,  had  arisen ;  and 

there  were  two  parties  in  the  land — the  party  of  freedom,  and 

the  party  of  prerogative  :  the  former  exceedingly  jealous  of  all 

encrtuichmcnts  from  the  mother  country  ;  the  latter  inclining 

to  yield  to  her  demands  rather  than  by  resistance  to  arouse  her 

anger,  and,  without  doubt^  honestly  of  opinion  that  a  partial 

oompltanoe  wonld  be  for  the  interest  of  the  conntcy,  by  oom- 

mending  it  to  the  royal  &vor,  and  averting  the  conseqoences 

of  discord  and  confbsion.  Patriotism,  if  ever  pmre,  is  pore  in 

the  homr  of  trial  and  discipline.   Its  senses  are  quickened  by 

the  consciousness  of  danger.    It  scents  from  afar  the  approach 

of  tyranny,  and  prepares  for  the  contest  with  firmness  and 

courage.    There  was  much  of  sucli  patriotism  in  the  fatliers  of 

New  England.    Unquestionably  there  wore  some  who  were 

sordid  and  seliiah ;  incapable  of  tme  friendship ;  sensoal,  fnvo* 

Ions,  fidse^  and  cold-hearted ;  harried  on  by  the  promptings  of 

a  lawless  ambition.  Soch  possess  few  qnalities  whidi  command 

the  esteem  of  the  world ;  few  which  entitle  them  to  be  named 

with  respect.    Yet  tlie  number  in  Massachusetts  who  would 

rank  in  this  catejrory  \\  ;is  rxcffdinjily  small.    The  temper  of 

the  times  was  ill  m'lied  to  their  growtli. 

Tlie  people  of  New  England  were  emphatically  a  moral  peo- 
ple. If  the  legislation  of  a  community  indicates  the  evils  which 
prevail  in  its  borders,  it  at  the  same  time  indicates  the  standard 
of  pablie  cfnnion.  Mistakes  have  been  committed  m  all  agei^ 
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OBAP.  perhaps,  ia  Ic^slating  for  the  sappresBioD  of  Tice,  and  too  much 
itnBB  has  been  kid  iqNm  pemil  eiuuiiiiieiitB.  Bat  am  legislft- 
iM,  tioii  Ib  bei^  thin  mom ;  for  vke,  H  vncheckedf  grows  lika 
weeds.  The  pfedae  pomt  befond  ^^uoh  reetndnt  ceases  to  be 
sshitary,  it  may  be  diiBcoli  to  determiDe  $  bat  it  is  better  to 
suffer  the  inconveDienoe  of  imperfect  laws,  than  to  tolerate 
practices  subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  all  classes  of  society. 
It  is  no  impeachment,  therefore,  of  tiie  wihdom  of  our  ancestors, 
if,  in  some  thii^s,  they  went  £Eurther  than  would  be  approved  at 
the  present  day.  Their  motives  were  good,  if  their  policy  was 
defectiTe.  Bot  for  their  policy  thej  found  pteoedents  in  the 
writiiigs  of  the  Old  TestsmeBt ;  and  theSr  eamestnesB  to  pro* 
mote  the  weilfiure  of  the  oommomfy  is  an  evidence  of  (heir 
recognition  of  the  claims  of  practical  religion.  I  know  not 
where  else  in  tho  world  to  look  for  nobler  specimens  of  unbend- 
ing intofirrily  tluiii  iunrdii!;  ilie  early  settlers  of  New  England. 
All  who  have  written  intelligently  of  those  days  have  concurred 
in  awarding  them  a  high  share  of  praise.  Stem  they  may  have 
been,  and  rigid  to  a  &alt ;  bnt  better  that  than  the  laxity  which 
oonlbandB  all  moral  distinctitmSk  and  looks  with  indifferenoe 
upon  tiie  decay  of  substantial  virtoe^  or  views  nmnored  the 
inroads  of  IfcentioosDess,  profligacy,  and  crime. 

Soniu  may  bucit  at  laws  reticulating  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  punishing  irnDutinency,  proliibiting  the  tak in ir  of  tobacco 
in  the  highway,  kissing  on  the  Sabbath,  and  other  the  like  civil 
regidatioiiB.  Candid  minds  see  in  such  things  evidence  of  the 
scnipaloiisneB  of  the  age ;  and  if  such  legislation  proTcd  inef- 
ftnen^  it  was  because  hnmaa  pasriooB  are  not  always  sasceptt* 
Ue  of  ontwaid  control.  The  Ptaritan  may  have  erred  in  the 
eicess  of  his  seal  against  what  he  esteemed  the  sinfiil  cnstoms 
of  the  establiiiied  dim«3i ;  and  he  may  have  condemned  too 
severely  indulcrence  in  those  amusements  which  the  spirit  of 
youth  nutiinilly  ci  avc^*,  and  which,  within  rational  bounds,  can 
never  Im  deemed  criminal.  But  it  was  his  desire  to  build  up  a 
Strong  character -^stroi^  in  the  dements  of  a  rigid  morali^. 


.niTIUiBOYUAL  OULIUBI. 


21 


To  the  acoompliflhnieiit  of  this  olgect  he  bent  all  his  energies ;  ohap. 
and  hence  he  piohibited  both  daadng  and  drinUng,  masses  and 
memmeiit)  hnntiDg  and  hawking,  starched  rofb  and  stiff  pettir  mt. 
ooats,  and  erery  thing  else  whieh  betrayed,  to  his  eye,  a  leaning 
to  the  world,  or  the  fasliions  of  the  world.  And,  without  doubt, 
we  owe  much  to  this  code  of  inflexible  morals  in  diffusing 
throughout  the  New  Euglaud  character  a  reverence  tor  sacred 
things,  and  the  subjection  of  the  passions  to  the  control  of  reason. 

Li  point  of  intellectoal  cnltnxe,  the  condition  of  the  coloniei 
^d  not  admit  the  cJasBical  refinement  which  distingoished  a 
later  periods  Ptinting  was  introduced  into  IfassachasettB  in 
1639 ;  1  yet  in  1692  there  were  bat  a  few  presses  established,* 
and  not  a  newspaper  was  issaed  nntil  after  the  opening  of  the 
eighteenth  century.^  Books  were  coaipuratively  scarce  ;  and 
those  which  were  in  circulation  were  mostly  of  a  religious  (  har- 
actcr,  though  the  libraries  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  wealthy 
lai^  were  many  of  them  respectable  in  size  and  varied  in  con- 
tents. The  versificalion  of  the  age  was  exoeedingly  mde.  The 
poems  of  Mrs.  Anne  Bradstreet  constitate  the  principal  exception 
to  this  remark.*  We  shall  look  in  Tain,  among  the  specimens 
which  have  descended  to  ns  from  Governor  Bradford,  Secretary 
Morton,  r^dward  Johnson,  and  John  Norton,  for  pieces  equal- 
ling in  merit  those  of  Milton  and  Dryden.  Anagrams,  halting, 
limping,  and  pointless  ;  epitaphs,  ponderous,  stiff,  and  leaden- 
winged,  were  the  ordinary  evidences  of  the  existence  of  the 
"  divine  passion.''  Of  few  could  it  be  said,  — 

'  The  first  press  was  at  Oitnbrid^,  Npw;  T.rttpr.  i<^^iirrl  in  1 704  ;  thf 

and  wn«;  brought  over  by  Mr.  Glover,  ond  was  die  Boston  (xiizttu*,  pnnted 

r  r  '  ^  Hist  H.  ColL  6;  Quincy's  in  1719;  and  the  third  was  the  New 

II   f.  I  I.  ColL  i.  187,  188}  Dnke't  England  Coumnt,  printe<i  bv  Tames 

Boi>ton,  242,  424.  Fiaakliiifin  1721.    Curious  jnrticu- 

I  findt  before  1892, the  names fif  Im  eooeenimg  these  paners  may  be 

mne  printers  in  Massachusetts,  viz.:  jieon  In  Thnmcus's  Ilivt.  I'lintinu',  tlir- 

8.  Bay,  &  Green,  &  Sewaii,  Jnp.  Mass.  MisL  CoU's,  and  JBuckiugham't 

Foster,  Jno.  Allen,  Beqj.  Hania,  Benuiiiaoenoea. 

Barth.  Green,  Jas.  Glen,  and  Manna-  *  Her  vohame  was  dedicated  to  her 

duke  Johnson.    MS.  Notes  of  S.  G.  &ther,  Governor  Dudley,  in  a  copy  of 

Drake,  and  the  Mass.  Archives.  vers^  dated  March  20,  1642.  A  third 

9  The  lixBl  paper  waa  the  Boston  editkniraa pohljahed in  17661 
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'Hie  poet's  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling^ 
Doth  glance  from  heaven  to  earth*  from  earth  to  hMMDI 
And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 
The  forms  of  things  unknown,  the  poet's  pen 
Turns  them  to  shapes,  and  gives  to  airy  iiirth!**g 
A  lood  habitatioa  and  a  name." ' 

It  was  an  age  of  too  inueli  seriousness  to  admit  of  an  ardent 
devotion  to  the  Mui>c3.  The  company  of  Uie  Nine  was  devoutly 
eschewed.  The  classics,  if  not  proscribed,  were  the  delight  of 
but  few.  Men  who  had  before  them  a  wilderness  to  sabdue^ 
dties  to  build,  and  a  gOTemment  to  frame^  had  little  leisure  to 
devote  to  the  elegances  of  life ;  little  time  to  spend  in  culti* 
mating  the  imagination.  Their  poetry  was  in  action,  not  in 
words.  Yet  there  is  enough  in  their  character  to  form  an  epic 
of  surpassing  power  ;  and  when  "  the  hour  and  the  man  "  come, 
we  shall  look  for  a  delineation  of  their  maiiner:^  as  preguaut 
wi^  interest  and  as  extensive  in  its  iuliuence  as  the  legends  of 
other  days,  which  have  immortalized  the  deeds  of  men  far  less 
esmest^  and  iar  less  worthy  of  an  nndying  fame. 

The  habits  of  the  people  were,  for  the  most  part,  simple. 
Travelling  was  principally  performed  on  foot  or  on  horseback, 
the  women  mounted  on  pillions  behind  the  men.  Stage  coaches 
were  not  introduced  uutil  nuxr  the  close  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  then  we  liear  of  but  one.^  Pleasure  carriages  were 
rarely  seen,  save  in  Boston,  until  towards  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  oentoiy.  The  chaise  was  introduced  at  about  that 
date.'  The  wagons  of  the  &rm£rs  were  rude  structures,  hung 
on  thorough  braces  or  bedded  on  the  axles ;  and,  from  the 
roughness  of  the  roads,  filled  with  stumps  in  many  cases,  riding 
was  far  firom  yoluptnously  easy,  and  a  trip  of  a  few  miles  was 


CHAP. 


'  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  Act 
Sc.  1. 

•  In  1687,  Tiiidy  Andro<»  rode  in  a 
coach.    Felt's  Srtlem,  i.  315  et  seq. 

'  In  1753,  there  were  no  chairtc!*  in 
the  oouatiee  oC  WoneelBr  and  Bam- 


sUilile ;  hut  one  wan  rcjxirtcd  in  Bris- 
tol ;  and  there  were  47  in  Esnex,  50  in 
Middlr^cT,  and  alnjut  200  in  Suffolk. 
Fell's  Sniem,  i.  316;  Ann's  Am.  Stat. 
L  348-958. 
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a  sure  ciire  for  the  dysjMjpsia.    The  roada  of  New  EngLand,  chap. 
howe?er,  were  not  much  worse  than  those  of  Old  England  ftt 
the  same  date  i  for,  m  some  of  the  best  ooantic?,  at  the  opening  wn, 
of  the  nineteenik  oentoiji  travellere  were  sabjected  to  as  greaii 
if  not  to  greater  aimoyaiioeB  than  emsted  in  MaaBBchnsettBJ 

Among  the  wealtliy,  the  kxariee  of  life  were  indulged  as 
freely,  perhaps,  aa  among  personfl  of  like  standing  in  the  old 
world.  Their  fLii  iiitiire  was  of  a  costly  description  ;  their  aj)parel 
was  sumptuous  their  tables  groaned  with  delicacies ;  and  their 
hospitality  was  unbounded.^  It  was  contrary,  however,  to  the 
Btenmeas  of  the  Pnritan  character  to  ooontenance  or  enoonrage 
extravagant  ezpenditnree  in  living  or  dress ;  and  somptoarf 
laws  prohibited  anneoessaiy  profosion,  and  attempted  to  pre- 
scribe tiie  length  of  the  hair  and  the  fashion  of  the  dress.'  The 
jeomanry,  who  were  the  bulk  of  the  people,  were  hardy,  indus- 
trious, temperate,  and  frugal ;  given  to  hospitality,  and  enjoying 
the  necessaries  of  life,  with  a  fair  share  of  its  luxurie?^.  But 
pleasing  as  those  days  seem  in  comparison  with  our  own,  we 
can  hardly  claim  for  them  a  particukr  preeminence  ;  and  the 
more  minutely  we  examine  the  annals  of  the  past,  the  more 
shall  we  find  to  satisfy  ns  that  the  condition  of  the  people,  how- 
ever sunple,  was  not  such  as  we  shonld  voluntarily  dioose  for 
our  own  lot  There  is  a  diam  whidi  ftncy  lends  to  the  pest» 
and,  always,  imagmative  minds  see  things  painted  in  colors  of 
unsurpassed  brilliancy  and  beauty.  And  it  is  not,  perhaps, 
unnatural  to  desire  to  invest  the  lot  of  iho^e  who  have  proce<led 
us  with  some  of  the  rose  tints  which  render  it  attractive  ;  but 
oould  we  go  back  in  reality  to  any  anterior  age  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  and  live  in  it  aa  it  was,  we  diould  see  enongh  to 
convince  os  that 

Distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  Hew,** 

and  that  the  past,  so  fiur  firom  excelling  &e  present^  is  as  infe- 

>  Bc8  Bihdln's  Tour,  cd.  1801, 4to^  ing  f  he  }:o<;p;tiI!t y  of  the  people.  See 
yo\.  i.  pp.  4G-jG.  Kandolph,  joh-h  Imi,  Dimton, ^'p. 

'  All  traveikra  conctir  in  commend-      '  Mass.  Bec'i<,  m  difi'ereut  places. 
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CHAP.ribr  in  eompariMm  m  the  rough  block  of  marble  wbidi  <be 

Bcnlptor  is  chiselling  into  the  likeness  of  man,  is  inferior  to  the 
1002.  Statue  when  finished,  in.  its  exquisite  symmetrjr  and  life-like 
expression. 

Such  were  the  people  whoee  history  1b  to  be  traced  in  theee 
pages :  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  irorlES :  a  people 
deaoended  from  the  best  Eagliah  atock ;  yearning  for  freedom ; 
&r  from  perfect  m  their  characterB ;  ftr  from  ftoItUaa  in  their 
habits ;  yet  posBeenng  the  genns  of  a  Iiigliur  devdopment^  and 
eameat  to  advanoe  in  the  work  of  reform  :  men,  who,  less  than 
a  centui)  later,  made  themselves  felt  do  tlie  champiuiLa  of  lib- 
erty, and  wliose  deeds  of  lieroic  valor  challenged  the  admiration 
of  statesmen  and  philosophers. 
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TflS  WITCHC&AFT  DELUSION. 

No  event  probably  in  the  whole  history  of  New  Euglaad  has  chap. 
lomished  groimds  for  more  serious  charfrcs  affecting  the  chai^ 
ader  of  the  people  than  the  witchcraft  lielndon,  as  it  has  been  im. 
GomnKmly  termed ;  an  epiaodB  of  tfariUing  and  metancboly  inter- 
est, impressing  the  mind  with  a  viTid  sense  of  the  evils  of  mt 
perstition,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  which  flow  from  that 
morbid  cxcitemcut  of  the  passion  for  the  marvellous  which  seems 
to  hnvo  h'd(]  its  cycles  of  recrirrence  from  the  earliest  period 
to  the  present  time.  The  mind  of  man  is  a  perpieung  mystery, 
which  the  wisest  philoeophers  have  &iled  to  unravel.  In  its 
Donnal  state  it  mores  forward  generally  without  maeh  «>- 
titemeDt ;  and  the  laws  which  govern  its  motions  are  laws  of 
harmony  aad  progvesnve  improvfiDDant  But  in  its  abnormal 
eonditions,  when  its  bakmoe  is  distorbed  and  Its  functions  are 
disease  iJ,  ii  soars  aloft  upon  aerial  Cicuriioas  of  the  wiidcdt 
description,  guided  by  no  chart  but  that  of  conjecture,  and 
following,  without  judgment,  the  blind  promptings  of  an  erratic 
£uicy,  which  spurns  control,  and  rises  higher  and  higher  in  its 
restless  flight  nntil,  from  utter  ezhanstion,  its  drooping  pinions 
refase  longer  to  sustain  its  course^  and  it  swoc^  down  to  earth 
again,  ghid  to  find  rest,  like  the  retnnking  dove,  from  the 
waves  which  had  swept  over  its  abode  in  its  absencCi  thread 
cning  to  wash  away  the  lauditiarks  of  ages. 

Yet  even  th(!  follies  of  our  race  are  not  without  some  COm* 
pensatiuu ;  and  the  discerning  will  tind  that 

(25> 


2b  THB  WITGHOBIFI  DSLUiiair* 

JtL^  Would  nwn  otMmingly  distQ  £t  (NtL" 

1682.  Tho  lessons  which  the  world  is  taught  by  its  errors  are  often 
of  great  service ;  and  it  would  seem  as  if  temporary  fits  of 
exdtemeEt)  like  oocasional  disturbances  in  the  physical  world, 
were  neceesaiy  to  purify  the  atmosphere,  and  to  scatter  the 
seeds  from  whidi  new  and  more  vigorotis  forms  of  life  may 
spring.  All  each  phenomena  are  controlled  by  a  Power  who 
P«.76:  has  assured  us  that  the  wratli  uf  luuu  r,hall  be  made  to  uriUbQ 
him,  and  that  the  remainder  of  \\Tath  he  will  restrain. 

From  a  cm*8ory  view  of  the  popular  delusions  which  have 
prevailed,  it  will  be  seen  that  on  no  su^iect  lias  the  human 
mind  been  more  prone  to  dwell  than  upon  the  influence  which 
spiritual  agents  have  been  snppoBed  to  exert  upon  bemgs  in  the 
flesh.  The  belief  in  such  inflnence  is  as  old  as  the  Bible,  and 
is  often  alluded  to  in  the  sacred  writings.  How  far  such  belief 
is  fomided  in  truth,  every  man  must  judge  for  himself.  Differ- 
ent minds  form  different  eonclusions  from  the  pome  promi-^cs  ; 
and  it  would  be  ])re.suinptuous  for  any  one  to  set  uj)  his  own 
opinions  as  infaliibie.  To  many,  it  seems  hardly  credible  that 
such  belief  should  have  prevailed  so  extensively  without  having 
some  foundation ;  ^  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  phenomena  have 
occurred  and  do  occur,  for  which  the  wisest  and  best  have  been 
and  are  unable  to  account.  And  although  it  does  not  neoessar 
tily  follow  that  what  cannot  be  accounted  for  may  be  legiti- 
mately ascribed  to  causes  beyond  the  present  sphere,  neitlier 
docs  it  follow  that  nothing  can  be  ascribed  to  such  caust^s, 
because  such  phenomena,  when  investigated,  have  been  found, 
in  most  cases,  to  fall  within  the  province  of  recondite  laws, 
imperfectly  defined,  which  have  hitherto  eluded  the  grasp  of 
the  mind.  Profound  mysteiy  encircles  life  on  eveiy  hand  \  and 

'  "  It  Bcems  to  mo,*'  says  Black-  witfhcra.fi,  tlu)U<,'h  one  cannot  give 

Rtonc,  Com.  b.  iv.  c  iv., "  the  most  credit  to  my  particular  modem  iik> 

elipUe  way  to  oondude,  that  in  gen-  stance  of  it. 
cnu  there  has  been  nieh  «  thu^  ae 
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the  vorld  is  only  in  its  infEuicy  in  knowledge.  What  the  future  chap. 
may  unfold,  It  is  impoesible  to  saj.  Time  may  faring  visdom  ^^L^ 
and  incraasLog  light ;  and  the  prudent  will  snspend  jodgment  imk 
iintQ  Boch  light  appears.  Nor  can  ham  result  from  that  can- 
tions  reserve  which,  while  it  leaves  the  mind  open  to  oonviction, 
reposes  calmly  u|)on  the  power  of  ti'uth.   Wisdom  will  ever  be 
justified  of  her  ehildrcii. 

Before  sketciiing  the  progress  of  the  witchcraft  delusion  in 
Massachusetts,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  belief  in 
vntehcraft  was  by  no  means  confined  to  America,  nor  was  it 
the  indigenous  growth  of  the  soil  of  New  £ngland>  Long 
before  the  settlement  of  this  eonntry,  all  nations,  civilized  and 
oncivilized,  gave  more  or  lees  eredenoe  to  marvelkras  tales  of 
ghoatd  aud  witches ;  and  in  England,  within  the  bosom  of  the 
national  churrli,  there  had  not  been  wanting  a  high  deirreo  of 
credulity  relative  to  the  invinihle  world,  and  tlie  supposed 
power  of  demons  and  departed  spirits  to  visit  earth,  to  terrify 
the  timid  and  tonnent  the  helpless.  The  tlieories  of  ancient 
philosophers,  developed  in  the  writings  of  Hesiod,  Plato,  Aris- 
totle, Pythagoras,  and  Empedocles,  incorporated  into  the  poetiy 
of  Homer,  Virgil,  Ovid,  and  Horace,  and  adopted,  to  some 
extent,  by  the  Jewish  rabbis,  peopled  earth  and  sky  with  a 
race  of  demons  —  bein«j;s  between  the  p}{U  and  men.  and  the 
channels  or  media  tlirough  which  iritoUigiuice  was  ('(unmuni- 
cated  from  the  one  to  the  other.  Clothed  with  mr,  waudci> 
ing  over  heaven,  hovering  over  the  Ptnrs,  or  abiding  in  this 
sphere  at  pleasure,  they  beheld  unveiled  the  secrets  of  time, 
attended  man  from  the  cradle  to  tiie  grave,  and,  aooordmg  to 
their  character,  affected  his  fortmies  for  good  or  for  01.  The 
were  his  good  spirits,  his  wise  counsellors,  con- 
ducting his  suul  to  tlie  abodes  of  tlie  blest.    The  caco  dtemom 

■  T1>e  SdcfoiM,  indeed,  «ei«  mp-  frtnn  Umt  of  inore  dvifind  mtitnn^ 

posed  to  be  worshippers  of  the  denl,  though  similar  in  character  and  in  its 

and  their  powwows  to  be  wizards ;  but  peniicions  effect-*.    See  T.  Morton's 

the  form  in  which  witchcraft  pre>'ailed  N.  Eng.  Can. ;  N.  Morton's  N.  Eng. 

then  fiw  fowtwrfiit  'i»^fa"ent  MwPi }  HtttdiiiMOiif  ii*  2S!y  9to» 
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CHAF.  were  his  c\nl  spirits,  the  disturbers  of  his  peaee  ;  horrid  phan- 
Umis  wliicli  had  power  to  annoy  by  inflicting  dise^Lst>,  convulsing 
1088.  the  body  with  frightful  spasms,  and  driving  their  victims  to  tho 
verpre  of  despair.* 

The  introduction  of  GhriBtianily  did  not  at  once  eradicate 
tfaeee  oplniongf  for  the  writii^  of  the  fotfaers  abound  in  alhir 
none  to  the  doctrine  of  posaesaionfl.  In  the  dark  ages,  super- 
stition held  unlimited  sway.  Nor  at  the  dawn  of  the  refor- 
mation were  the  mists  which  had  br  mded  over  the  mind 
wJiolly  (li'ijjersed.  No  Bpeli  had  been  found  sufficiently  potent 
to  exorcise  the  delusions  which  had  seized  upon  alL  "He 
that  will  needs  perswade  himself  that  there  are  no  witches," 
aays  one^  would  as  fiiine  be  perswaded  that  there  is  no  devill ; 
and  he  that  can  already  beleeve  that  there  is  no  derill,  will  ere 
long  beleeve  that  there  IB  no  God."*  Henoe  "every  old  woman 
with  a  wrinkled  face,  a  furr'd  brow,  a  hairy  lip,  a  gobber  toolli, 
a  iMiiuint  eye,  a  squeak inL^  vovce,  or  a  scolding  tongue,  having  a 
niorsred  ooate  on  her  bark,  a  ^kuli  cap  on  her  h«id,  a  s|uiidle  in 
her  hand,  and  a  dog  or  cat  by  her  side,"  was  not  only  "  sus- 
pected, but  pronounced  for  a  witch."  ^  The  yoimg  and  the  . 
beautifiil — the  bewitchers  of  modem  times — were  rarely  ac- 
cused ;  bat  every  town  or  village  had  its  two  or  three  old 
women,  who  were  charged  with  laming  men,  killing  cattle^  and 
destroying  children.^  Kay,  even  a  hare  ootdd  not  sudden ly 
spring  from  a  licdije,  or  an  "  ugly  weasel  "  run  through  one's 
yard,  or  a  "  fowl*-  great  catte  "  appear  iu  the  barn,  but  it  was 
suspected  as  a  witch.*  "  A  big  or  a  boyl,  a  wart  or  a  wen,  a 
push  or  a  pile,  a  scar  or  a  scabbe,  an  issue  or  an  ulcer,"  were 

'  For  an  ekborate  sketch  of  the  land,"  says  Addison,  Spectator,  Not 

opiniono  of  the  andents,  see  Ciid-  419,  *'  that  had  not  a  ^host  in  it;  the 

worth's  InteUeetta^  System  of  the  church)-ards  were  all  haunted ;  every 

Universe.  larfi^e  common  had  a  circle  of  Juries 

*  Gbule,  Ones  of  Omit,  ooneenuiig  belongiiur  to  it;  and  there  was  scarce- 
Witchcraft,  ]).  1,  cd.  KrlG.  1\  a  sHepIiord  to  be  met  With  who  bid 

'  Gaule,  pp.  4,  5.  Kiding  through  not  seen  a  spirit.'' 

the  air  on  sticks  was  another  in&UiUe  *  Giflbrd's   Dialogue  oonoenihig 

token  of  witchemft.  Hale,  31.  WitcfaM,Loiid.  1693^ 

*  ««Thtteiiis]iotatilh«emfi[V- 
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palpable  witches  markes ; "  and  "  every  new  disease,  notable  chap. 
accident^  miiable  of  nature,  rari^  of  art,  and  strange  work  or 
Jost  judgment  of  Qod,**  was  **«oooimted  tm  no  other  but  an  am. 
aet  or  elfect  of  witeheraft" ' 

Hence  England,  in  the  serTenteenth  century,  and  every  other 
nation  of  Europe,  believed  in  tho  agency  of  evil  spirits  ;  and, 
gTiided  by  the  statoto  of  Moses,  —  "Thou  shalt  not  Fuffor  aEz.28: 
witch  to  live,"  —  the  penal  code  of  every  state  recognized  the 
emstence  and  the  criminality  of  witchcraft ;  persons  suspected 
as  witdies  or  wisards  were  fteqnently  tried,  condemned,  and 
eseciited ;  and  the  most  eminent  jo^lgeB,  as  Sir  Matthew  Hale^ 
distiqgnished  for  his  learning  as  well  as  fiir  his  piety,  sided 
with  tiie  nndtitode,  and  passed  the  sentence  of  death  npon  the 
accused.'  Commerce  with  thn  devil,  indeed,  was  an  article 
of  faith  firmly  embedded  in  tiie  {x)pular  belief:  and  thousands 
were  ready  to  testify  that  they  had  caught  glimpses  of  Satan 
and  his  allies  when 

"Down  the  glen  stranirc  shnrlmvs  sprang^ 
Mortal  and  fiend,  a  wizard  gang, 
Seen  dimly  side  by  mde. 
They  gathered  there  from  every  land 
That  sleepeth  in  the  sun  ; 
They  came  with  spoil  and  charm  in  Innil, 
Waiting  their  master's  high  command  — 
SlavM  to  the  evil  one."  ' 

llie  earliest  trial  for  witdicraft  in  MaaaachnaettB  oocnrred  m  isml 
1648,  when  Margaret  Jones  was  charged  with  this  crime,  found  ^^'^ 

guilty,  and  executed.^  Nor  wa.s  this  an  isolated  case;  for, 
during  a  period  of  i'uvly  year?*,  there  were  similar  instances  in 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.^   Under  the  administration  1688. 

'  Oaule,  pp.  5,  6.  Hntchiruon,  i.  141.   The  year  pevi- 

'  Hutchinson,  ii.  27  ;  Orafaame^  L  om,  there  \ms  nn  execution  at  au^ 

i74;  Holmr  .  Ann.  I  439.  f     for  witchctsft.  Sftfagc^ on  WnH 

*  Legends  ol  New  England.  tiirop,  ii.  374. 

•  Kec's,  ii.  242 ;  Winthrop,  *  Hale's  Modest  Inquiry,  pp.  Ift- 
i.  Wli  Hubbttdt  eaOi  Hak,  ld»  ai,«d.  mil  UuteliiiiMm iL iB-M. 
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CHAP,  of  Andros,  however,  a  case  occun  od,  wliich  pef^m?  to  have  been 
^J[J^  the  preoiir>or  of  the  delusion  wliich  soon  aft<  r  .-.[a  t  ad  so  widely. 
1688,  A  rliild  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  tlie  daughter  of  John 
Goodwin,  "  a  grave  man  and  a  good  liver  at  the  north  part  of 
Boston,"  changed  a  laondien  residiDg  in  her  father's  feinily 
with  having  stolen  some  linen.  The  mother  of  this  laundress, 
"  Goody  OloTer,"  an  illiterate  Irish  woman,  and  a  Catholic 
withal,  repelled  the  accosation,  and  gave  Goodwin's  daughter 
"  harsh  lanp^iage,"  soon  after  which  she  fell  into  fits,  which 
wore  said  to  have  "  poraething  diabolical  in  tliera."  A  sister 
and  two  brotliors  of  tlie  girl,  the  youn<rest  but  five  years  old, 
'^followed  her  example,"  and  the  iofection  spread  until  the 
excitement  was  general.  Weird  faces  and  giant  p^oblins  haunted 
the  imagination  of  many  a  little  one^  as  the  life  blood  curdled 
with  horror  in  its  veins ;  and  trembling  crones  b^gan  to 
deliberate  npon  tibc  propriety  of  nailing  horseshoes  to  the 
door  posts  to  preserre  tiiem  from  the  enchantments  of  evil 
spirit=<.  Tlie  evidences  of  bewitehrnent  were  such  as  were 
usually  adduced.  "  Sometimes  they  would  be  deaf,  then  dumb, 
then  blind ;  and  sometiines  all  these  disorders  together  would 
come  upon  them.  Their  tongues  would  be  drawn  down  their 
throats,  then  polled  ont  upon  their  chins.  Their  jaws,  necks, 
shoulders,  elbows,  and  all  their  joints  would  appear  to  be  dislo- 
cated, and  they  would  make  most  pteons  outcries  of  burnings, 
of  being  cut  with  knives,  beat,  and  the  marks  of  wounds 
were  afterwards  to  be  seen."  Yet  the  children  "  slept  comfort- 
ably at  night,"  notwithstanding  they  were  '*  struck  dead  "  in 
the  daytime  "at  the  sight  of  tlie  Assembly's  Catechism,  Cotr 
ton's  Milk  for  Babes,  and  some  other  good  bookB,"  thouirli  they 
could  read  fluently  enough  in  "Oxford's  Jesta,  Popish  and 
Quaker  books,  and  the  Common  Prayer.** 

The  ministers  of  Boston,  Cotton  Mather,  Willard,  Allen,  and 
Moody,  with  Symmes  of  Charlestown,  anxious  to  investigate 
the  case,  "  kept  a  day  of  ^tin^  and  prayer  at  the  troubled 
house,"  and  witii  auch  success  tiiat  "  the  youngest  child  made 
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no  more  oomplaintB/'  Bnt  the  others  were  not  relieved ;  upon  crap. 
wlttch  the  mi^strates  interposod  ;  the  woman  was  ai>|)rehcncled,  ^J^^ 
examiued,  and  executed  ;  and  an  account  of  the  whole  affair  1088. 
was  published  by  Cotton  >fat)ior,  and  reprinted  in  England, 
with  a  preface  bj  Richard  Baxter,  who  says,  "  The  evidence  is 
8o  conYincing  that  he  must  be  a  very  obdurate  Sadduoee  who 
will  not  believe." ' 

It  is  highly  probable,  as  Hutchinson  soggests,  that  the  ont* 
bteak  of  this  delusion  in  New  England  was  prindpally  canaed 
by  eertain  books  which  had  been  circulated  in  England,  copies 
of  which  had  reached  this  country.*  Superstition  is  an  epi- 
deoiic  easily  produccil,  and  its  ]>n\\  er  increases  tlic  lon2;er  it 
prevails,  until  it  readies  its  cliniu-x,  alter  which  it  suli-ides. 
And  the  history  of  the  witchcraft  delusion  in  New  England 
proves  the  correctness  of  this  statement. 

It  was  before  the  arrfval  of  Sir  William  Phips  that  the  first  imi-n. 
symptoms  of  delusion  appeared,  at  which  date  a  daughter  and 
a  niece  of  Mr.  Parris,  formerly  a  merchant,  but  then  the  minis- 
ter of  Salem  Village,  (now  North  Danvers,)  with  one  or  two 
other  girls  in  the  neighborhood,  beginin:;  to  act  "  in  a  sti-ange 
and  unusual  manner,"  the  phT?icians  oi  the  place  pronoiuiced 
them  bewitched.  Mr.  Parris,  tlie  lather  of  one  of  the  suiTerera, 
who  is  charged  as  "  the  b^inner  and  procurer  of  the  sore 
affliction  to  Salem  Village  and  the  whole  ooantry,"^  had,  for 
some  time,  been  at  such  Tarianoe  with  a  portion  of  hb  porish- 
ioners,  that  the  strife  between  them  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  General  Court ;  *  and  upon  the  oocurrenoe  of  these  cases, 
he  eagerly  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  gratify  his 

'  Hftle,  21;  GUef;  299;  Remarks  the  e«w>n  of  Perkins,  Gaulc,  and  Bei^ 

on  Oftld^  38,  62  ;  Mither*!*  M     ilia,  mird,  with  tlic  trials  o(  the  witches  in 

b.  ri.  r.  vii. ;  Hutchinson,  ii.  2.3.  Cot-  SufTolk.     Three  of  these  works  — 

Um  Matlicr  published,  in  16H5,  an  i\c-  those  of  Perkins,  Gaiile,  and  Uemard 

count  of  the  cases  which  hadoocurred  —  arc  referred  to  by  Cotton  Mhthir 

in  Xew  Kuj^'aTid,  mth  iirgumenf-i  to  in  his  Enchantments  Encountered. 


nroTC  tkit  ihey  were  the  effects  of  '  CWef,  136,  ed.  1823  j  Hale,  22. 
iunOiuity  with  the  denL  '  «  CbH  187,  188;  HiitohiiMOii,  ii 

*  Ai  OUnvfl's  Witoh  Storiaa,  and  1& 
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CHAP,  spite  by  involvings  his  opponents  in  disgrace.  Tituba,  an  Indian 

Berrant  in  his  oniplny,  wlio  hn.rl  beon  accustomed  to  practiBe 

1082.  "  wiki  incantationa,"  was  the  tirst  person  accused  ;  ^  and  two 
Mm*  1 

*  others  being  complained  of, — Sarah  Good  and  Sarah  Osbora, 
the  one  "melancholj  or  distractedf"  and  the  other  "old  and 

ii«r*u.  bedridden,'' — fhe  ministera  of  the  neighborhood  were  called 
In,  private  ftets  were  held  at  fhe  house  of  Mr.  FtoiiB,  another 

liar'3i.  in  public  at  tiie  village,  and,  finally,  a  general  fhat  was  pro- 
claimed througliout  tlic  colony,  "to  seek  the  Lord  that  ho 
would  rebuke  Satan,  and  be  a  light  onto  his  people  in  thie  day 
of  darkness."  ^ 

The  notoriety  thus  given  to  the  affiiir,  like  flax  cast  upon  a 
flmonldering  fire,  caused  the  latent  erednlitj  of  the  people  to 
bnrst  forth  into  a  blaze.  Bewitched  persone  alarminglj  mnlti- 
plied;  and  the  ministers  increased  fhe  evil  by  inflammatory 
discourses  delivered  from  their  pulpits,  in  which  they  declared 
that  God  hjui  lengthened  the  chains  of  the  spirits  of  darkness, 
and  let  loose  the  devil  upon  New  England,  who  often  appeared 
in  t)ie  sliape  of  a  black  man,  a';  a  punishment  for  the  wicked- 
ness and  "  Saddueism  "  of  tlie  people.^ 

To  whom  the  largest  share  of  responsibility  attnohog  for  the 
melancholy  events  which  followed,  it  may  be  difficult  to  say. 
It  wonld  be  easy  to  bring  plausible  prooft  to  show  that  thoee 
who  were  most  forward  in  fhe  work  were  intentionally  guilty ; 
and  it  would  be  especially  easy  to  lay  upon  Cotton  Mather,  tlie 
"thanmatnrinis  "  of  the  pr(>\'ince,  a  burdi-'n  of  blame  which,  it 
may  be  sup{>osed,  properly  belongs  to  him  as  a  principal  actor 
in  the  terrible  tragedy.  And  there  may  have  been,  on  hia 
part,  and  on  the  part  of  Pairis,  and  Noycs,  and  Stonghton, 
inordinate  eagerness  in  fostering  the  delusion  which,  without 

•  Chief;  189,  says  Parris  abused      '  lawson's  Brief  Narr.  8;  CUd( 
her,  to  make  her  confe^a.    In  her  in-    188,  18f>,  m ;  Ilalp,  22,  24. 
omtfttiooa,  rye  meal  was  mixed  with       ^  Vide  J^wiion's  Stfrmon,  nub.  in 
hofflRii  uriuB  and  gnen  Ae  duMien   1692.   ParriB,  Noycs,  and  C.  Mather 
to  ^  also  JoliveKd  lennoiu,  nd  probabty 

others. 
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their  cooperation,  would  probably  have  soon  languished ;  but  CHAP, 
it  does  not  thence  follow  that  they  were  wilfully  eulpablo.  It 
requires,  indeed,  no  extraordliuurj  stretch  <^  charity  to  believe  imil 
Ifaatk  &r  the  meet  part^  thcgr  were  booeBt  k  tiieir  views,  and 
acted  from  a  anoere  eanrieftioft  of  doty.  Thai  ihef  were  d» 
aeiTed,  there  eao  be  little  doable  and  thai  thej  wwre  blinded  bj 
credulity ;  bat  the  errors  into  which  tiiey  ft!!' would 
have  been  such  as  have  been  of  ten  witnessed  among  mcu  of  au 
impulsive  temperament  and  strung  conceit. 

Besides,  the  people  themselves,  or  a  majority  of  Uiem  ati 
kast,  were  as  fervent  believers  in  the  reality  of  witehoraft  a* 
ik»  mialsten  and  magiatrates,  and  had  oertainly  some  agency 
ia  producing  and  prolonging  the  exdtGOMnt  whioh  ptevailed. 
When  the  spell  of  enperstition  is  cast  qver  a  oommonitf  ,  it  la 
impossible  to  tell  who  will  be  able  to  resist  its  enchantment ; 
for,  oftentimes,  men  of  iiober  judgment  arc  captivated  by  its 
power,  and,  in  such  cases,  arc  hurried  into  greater  excesses 
than  those  who  might,  from  the  weakness  of  their  faculti^, 
be  supposed  more  susceptible  to  the  infirmities  of  a  disturbed 
and  heated  imagination.  Upon  all  who  participated  in  these 
■eeDes  a  portion  of  responsibility  rests  f  for  the  dehisioa  was 
▼ide^read,  and  &e  seeds  of  fimalidsm,  ereix  where  scat- 
tered, were  so  prolific  thai  a  harreat  of  bitterness  was  the 

natural  rc>ult. 

Few  duied  gainsay  the  popular  belief.  There  were  some, 
ind<  ed,  whose  views  were  in  advance  of  tiie  rest  of  their  age ;  * 
but  their  appeals  had  little  influence  at  the  time.  They  did 
all  they  eonld,  consistently  with  tiieir  own  safety,  to  stem 
tka  current  of  popnlar  pr^udioe*  Bat  tiie  pow«r  was  not 
ttairs  to  say  to  the  boisteroos  waves  of  passion,  Peace,  be 


*  Ai  Brattle  and  Calef,  but  espe- 
cially WilLird,  the  paitor  of  the  South 
Church,  U>  wfiom  the  mmphlet  cnti- 
titkd  "Some  MisccDany  Obsenu- 
tSoM"  ii  attributed  by  (Ue£  Brattle 
•Iw  icMimnili  thff  Mona  «f  SIbm 

TOL.  n.  8 


Bndntreet,  Thomas  Danforth,  Increaae 
Mather,  and  Nathaniel  SaIton«itali, 

and  affirms  that  most  of  the  ministers 
and  several  of  the  justices  were  di»- 
ntbfied  with  the  prooecdinga  imA' 
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CHAP,  still ! "  nor  could  fbey  quell  in  an  instant  the  fnrions  rage 

^]'^  of  the  Btormof  impostore  which  ewept  over  the  land.  Some 
1602.  things  had  also  occurred  for  which  even  the  sceptical  were 
unable  to  account — incidente  analogous  to  iho<c  of  our  own 
day.  And  if  such  incidents,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  have 
been  aitribated  to  spiritual  agents,  is  it  surprising  that,  in  the 
eerenteenth  oentory^thejr  should  have  been  deemed  conyincing 
proo&  of  the  realitj  of  witchcraft?  The  delusion,  if  it  may 
be  called  such,  was  neither  wholly  unnatural  nor  wholly  inez* 
plicable.  It  originated,  witiiout  doubt,  in  that  subtle  and 
mysterious  influeuce  which  is  found,  at  times,  to  iiuili  wilii 
awe  the  stoutest  heart,  bewildering  the  senses,  confouuding 
the  judgment,  and  batUing  the  skill  of  philosophy  to  explain. 
It  requires  deeper  thinjLers  than  any  that  have  yet  appeared 
to  solve  all  the  problems  which  psychology  presents,  and  to 
read  the  Sphinx  riddles  it  throws  in  our  path. 

The  interest  awalcened  by  the  first  outburst  of  "  Satan's 
assaults"  was  not  suffered  to  subnde  for  the  want  of  support ; 

llv.81.  for,  before  the  end  of  March,  the  liuuiber  of  tlie  afflicted  hud 
increased  to  ten  ;  *  and,  as  tlie  public  mind  became  more  ex- 
cited, after  some  preliminary  examinations  six  of  the  uiagis- 

Ap^iL  trates  were  oonyened  at  Salem,  and  more  formal  proceedings 
were  instituted.  The  ministers,  as  usual,  were  present  on  the 
occasion,  and  Parris  was  conspicuous  for  the  officiousness  of 
his  zeal.  It  was  chiefly  through  his  means  that  the  prosecih 
tions  were  conducted ;  and  it  was  observed,  as  a  proof  of  his 
partiality,  tluit,  while  accusations  against  his  friends  were 
carefully  "stifled,"  charges  against  his  enemies  were  "vigi- 
lantly promoted."  2  His  own  record,  still  extant,  shows 
plainly  his  feelings ;  and  from  this  it  is  evident  that  ho  was 
neither  an  impartial  advocate  nor  an  unbiased  judge.  Lead- 
ing questions  were  adced,  whose  drift  the  dullest  could  not 
fiul  to  perceive,  until  a  number  of  persons,  hitherto  of 

*  LftWK>o'BNair.4i  CtM,  190.     •  QM,  135, 194;  HutduiiaoQ,  ii.  3L 


uiLjiiized  by  Google 


PBOGBIBB  OF  TBS  BSUIBIOV, 


85 


mbleniulied  rejmtatloii — principallj  females — were  attaint-  chap. 
ad  and  impriBoned.  Yet  the  cantiooB  Hale  remarkB  that  he 
oheerved  in  the  oondact  of  the  parties  in  general,  "jus*  uml 

ticcs,  judges,  and  others,  a  conscientious  endeavor  to  do  the 
thin^r  that  was  right ;  "  ^  and  the  venerable  Iligginson,  when 
licnding  hcncath  the  wciglit  of  more  than  fourscore  years, 
bears  similar  testimony  to  their  integrity,  though  he  very 
properly  odds,  "  There  is  a  question  jet  nnresolvedi  whether 
some  of  the  laws,  customs,  and  principles  nsed  bj  the  jadges 
«nd  jnries  in  the  trials  of  witches  in  England,  which  were 
followed  as  patterns  here,  were  not  insufficient  and  unsafe."  < 

The  door  once  opened,  the  number  of  prisoners  rapidly 
increased.  It  wa^  not  '*  the  poor,  and  vile,  and  ragged  beg- 
gars upon  earth  "  that  were  alone  accused.  Even  ministers 
of  the  gospel  did  not  escape  ;  and  George  Burroughs,  who 
had  formerly  preached  in  Salem  Village,  and  who  was  hated 
by  Parris  as  a  rival,  was  committed  and  ezecnted.'  No  one^ 
it  was  found,  was  safe  so  long  as  couTictions  could  be  so 
easily  procured.  "Neither  age  nor  sex,  neither  ignorance 
nor  innocence,  neither  learning  nor  piety,  neither  reputation 
Tior  office,"  could  Bhield  the  suspected  from  the  grasp  of  the 
law.  The  only  aveniie  of  Cfscape  that  seemed  to  be  left  was 
oonfes.<ioii,  which,  it  was  intimated,  might  avert  from  the  ao-jfa^ii. 
eused  the  sentence  of  death. ^  The  gallows  was  set  up,  not 
for  professed  witches,  but  for  those  who  rebuked  the  delusion, 
and  persisted' in  asserting  their  personal  innocence.* 

Upon  the  organisation  of  the  new  government,  those  who 
were  imprisoned  for  witchcraft  were  ironed,  and  the  sad  work 
of  prosecution  proceeded  wi  Ih  increased  violence.  Sir  William 
Phips,  thegoTcrnor,  himself  a  man  of  but  ordinary  aliilitiej, 
had  been  indebted  fur  his  office  more  to  the  iavor  of  the 

»  Modert  Inoair),  25.  213,  23 1-242  i  Hutchinson,  i*.  67-^9. 
*  Pre&ce  to  Hole's  Inquiry,  p.  5.        *  Gnhune,  L  277  i  HiitdiiiMOiL  iL 

>  Sei'  ('.  Malhor*8  Wond  ers  of  the  34. 
Innubte  World,  iHr-104  j  CaK  212,      *  Baoooa,  iiL  87. 


CHAP.  Mathers  than  to  his  own  qualifioationa ;  and  William  Stougbr 
,_J^^  ton,  the  lieatenant  giov6nMr,ira8  also  indebted  to  (be  Matkert 
liML  for  his  elefalioii,  thoogli  pononally  fitted  for  the  station  bft 
filled  hy  his  tidenti,  wldcii  were  at  least  of  aversge  reepeettn 
Ulif^.  Botii  of  these  geetlemeii,  though  diABring  from  mA 
other  in  most  respects,  had  one  trait  iu  common  —  a  regard 
to  their  private  interrats;  and  both,  Iwing  thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  foil  in  with  the  popular  aeotimea^ 
and  lent  to  it  the  weight  of  their  official  support 

It  is  singular  to  notice  tte  fiusilitf  with  which  fanatimssi 
dupes  its  vietiiiiBu  Not  onlj  did  the  number  of  the  aeeased 
imsresse,  hot  some,  <rf  irreproaohaUe  lift^  fiuieied  themselves 
psssoBwd  with  the  devil,  and  oonftssed  that  tb^  had  entered 
into  a  compact  witli  Sataa^  sigued  with  their  own  blood.* 
The  oocnrrencc  ol  phenomena  such  as,  in  our  own  day,  Lava 
been  attributed  to  a  morbid  excitement  of  the  nervous  system, 
to  a  disturbed  state  of  the  elootric  forces  of  the  bodj,  to 
saIbmI  magnetism,  and  to  the  agemqr  of  spirits,  added  to  tba 
eonfimioii*  Some  were  lifted  from  the  gronnd  hy  am  invidhk 
pswer,  and  snspe&ded  in  the  air.*  Others  dnpkyed  feats  ef 
lemarhable,  if  not  of  preternatural,  strength.*  Others,  bj  a 
look,  struck  witli  convulsions  tliose  upon  whom  their  glanoa 
fell,  or  deprived  them  of  sj>oerh.*  Even  physical  objects  were 
myetoriously  affected.  Buildings  were  shaken  ;  furniture  was 
destroyed  ;  and  things  inanimate  seemed  to  have  been  endued 
with  the  instinotB  of  life.*  The  phenomena  of  somnsaibaUMi 
tad  otoirvi^yaaes  were  liksiwise  exhibited.* 

It  is  net  enoq^  t»  sawrt  that  all  thses  were  dslvsioiB ; 
fiir  if  the  eridenee  of  the  soimos  k  utterly  unrdiable^  the  wbole 
fidnic  of  society  is  at  once  overthrown.  The  most  cautious 
scepticism  did  not  denj  what  was  condrmed,  not  only  bjr 

*  flesMUhsr  sad  Cbh^sad  eompb  *  8ee  Hale,  62,  and  Bmttle,  in  1 
BtatnUy  Oaulc,  &e.  M.  H.  OolL  t.  62,  63. 

*  Sf^  CM  B 1 ,  62.  •  Calcf  and  Blather  nbto  imsms 

*  See  C.  Miiiher  uad  Cale£  of  this  kind. 
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tndible  witoeswBi  bat  \^  the  irresislible  oonriclioiMi  <if  por-  chap. 
vonal  inapeolioii.  Asd  that  mnst  be  s  hopeleBB  atete  ef  iwve-  ^^j^ 
dslily  which,  when  ai^  thing  oat  of  the  ami  ooone  oconn^  im. 
rcfiiBoe  to  beliere  in  its  reality  becaoBe  of  its  OBacoonntahle- 

ness,  or  beciiusu  it  kaa  iiever  fallen  within  the  rauge  of  iudi- 
vidual  experience. 

Otie  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  new  admiaiatratioa  was  the 
inatitatioB  of  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ;  and  a  wiflaiott 
of  the  eame  was  hdd  at  Salem,  where  the  esottenrnt  most  JimX 
fnOfaOed.^  Bridget  Bishop^  a  firiendleei  womaiv  waa  the  fitet 
peraon  brooght  forward  for  trial.  The  charges  against  her 
were  preferred  by  Parris,  conviction  followed,  and  eight  days  jmu  lo. 
after  she  was  hanged. It  lias  been  remarked  worthy  of 
special  notice,  that  not  one  of  the  magistrates  at  that  time 
held  office  by  f)opular  suffrage,  and  that  the  tribunal  which 
had  been  created  had  no  other  sanction  bat  an  extraordioaiy 
and  an  illegal  eonuniflsion,  for  whioh  the  people  were  not 
responsible.*  Yet  the  magistrates  were  not  the  origiaatorB 
of  this  delorion,  howerer  readily  they  may  have  knt  to  it  their 
fatfloenea  Nor  were  the  ministers  of  ihe  eountry  solely  culpa- 
ble, however  greatly  or  justly  they  may  be  blamed.  For  tliere 
were  not  wanting  many,  of  i  ferior  rank,  who  approved  tfieir 
course  and  sanctioned  their  proceedings.  If  the  ministers  rec-  jaa.16. 
ommended  "  the  speedy  and  yigorous  prosecation  of  soflh  as 
had  rendered  themselTes  obnouoas,"  they,  at  the  same  tinu^ 
urged  the  **  need  of  a  Tery  eritical  and  exqnisite  caation,  2es^ 
by  too  moch  credulity  for  things  reodved  only  upon  the  devil's 
sndiority,  there  be  a  door  opened  for  a  long  train  of  miserable 
con.«equcnce3,  and  Satan  get  an  advantage  over  us."^  And 
if  the  magistrates,  forgetting  the  caution,  adopted  the  recom- 
inendxitioD,  the  people  were  present  to  witneas  the  executions.^ 

*  CbU;  M7.  Hm  officoB  idlStdM     *  C  Midmv  Wonden,  te.,  104- 

Court  w  ere  William  StoughtoD,  Na-  114;  Hutchinson,  51,  52. 
thaniei  SaUonataU,  John  Aiduud%      '  Calef,  225}  HutchinMO,  iL  61| 

Butholoiiieir  Oeiniey,  Wait  Win-  Bneroft,  ilL  S& 
throp,  Samuel  Sewall,  and  Peter  Sar-      *  L  Mather,  Qi«es  of  Conacienoei 

gvnt.   See  Quinqr,  Hiit.  U.  CoU.  L  Galef.  207,  20S ;  Hutctiin^n,  iL  62. 
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As  the  ezdianent  increased,  the  number  of  victims  multi- 
plied; and  at  the  next  sesrioD  of  the  ooorti  fire  were  condemned 
1609.  and  hanged.  In  the  next  month,  six  more  were  convicted,  all 
July  19.  of  whom  were  exeeated  bot  one —  Elicabeth  Proctor,  who  was 

Aiig.19!  3oon  to  become  a  mother.^    In  the  foUowiu;^  month,  a  like 

Sop!  le!  numb*  r  re  sentenced  ;  and  a  week  later,  Giles  Cory,  a  ven- 
erable octogenarian,  for  refusing  to  plead  waa  prejssed  to  death 
—  the  first  and  the  only  instance  of  this  horrible  punishment 
17.  inflicted  in  New  £tig]and.*  The  next  day  niiie  others  were 

8ap.22.  sentenced,  and  eight  of  them  suffered  at  the  gallows — Koyes, 
tiie  minister  of  Salem,  exdainung,  as  their  bodies  swung  in  the 
air,  "There  hang  eight  firebrands  of  heQ."'  Never,  perhaps, 
was  the  memorable  prediction  of  our  Saviour  more  strikingly 
verified  than  at  these  trials  :  "  From  henceforth  there  shall  be 
five  in  one  house  divided,  three  against  two,  and  two  against 
three.  The  father  shall  be  divided  against  the  son,  and  the 
son  against  the  £[tther ;  the  mother  against  the  daughter,  and 
the  daqghter  against  the  mother ;  the  mothe^in'Iaw  against 

XAk.it:  her  danghterin-law,  and  the  danghter-inlaw  against  her  motih- 
er-in-law.''  Children  were  brought  forward  as  accusers  of 
their  parents,  grandcliildrcu  accused  their  u-ra  11  d parents?,  and 
wives  their  husbands.  Not  liiat  the  tics  of  natural  aifcction 
were  sundered,  for  in  most  cases  tiic  accusations  ere  extorted 
through  fear.  Tlio  only  alternative  left  to  the  suspected  was 
to  accuse  those  of  their  own  household,  or  suffer  themselves ; 
and  if,  under  such  circumstances,  they  were  dragooned  "  into 
a  confession  which  it  was  difficult  to  resist,  i^n  reooTering 
their  self-pOBsessbu  many  retracted  and  besought  forglTcness.^ 

*  Odef,  208,  212  ;  Hutchinson,  U.  devils  in  holl,  and  all  the  poMessed  in 
^7.  Salem,  ^houUl  assert  thv  contran'." 

*  Qilef,  218^  311,  312}  Hutehia.  *  l^tle.  2W.  ;i2;  (aid;  214  et'seq.j 
•on,  IL  GO.  Hutchumon,  ii.  d9.    In  cases 

*  CUe(  221.  In  justice  to  JSr*  when  wooicd  m  i  tc  aociuedt  ft  jury  of 
NoYos,  however,  it  should  be  jstatcd  one  doctor  and  ei-^lit  wnmrn  i'r  'TT:iTir<l 
that  Brattle,  in  1  M.  H.  ColL  v.  64,  tbetr  bodies  for  mich  markis  aiiti  a 
•pankiof  bbn  M**a  leBniedtadiari>  fleafaite  irould  pass  fiv  a  tttt  ativfakh 
lihli^wdagQodiiMii,thoii^aUlh0  inpsiiMked. 
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That  there  wsa  some  imposture  mixed  widi  this  aJfoIr  can  chap. 
harcUy  be  doubted ;  for  maiufeetatioiiB  of  art  and  contriTanoe, 
of  detiberate  cimiung  and  cool  malice,  are  said  to  baye  been  leoa. 

palpably  exhibited  ;  and  in  one  or  two  instances  the  accusera 
were  '*  emiglit  in  their  own  snare,  and  nothing  but  the  blind- 
ness of  the  bewildered  community  saved  them  from  disgraceful 
exposure  and  well-deserved  punishment/'^  Personal  resent' 
ments  may  likewise  have  been  gratified  by  procuring  ibe  oon- 
▼iction  of  thoee  it  hated ;  and  in  every  respect  there  may  have 
been  too  much  predpitanqr  in  listening  to  the  acensations  of 
irresponsible  persons.  Yet^  as  a  whole,  it  may  probably  be 
with  justice  conceded,  that,  however  frightful  the  excesses  into 
wliic  li  the  people  were  hurried,  they  acted  under  honest  con- 
vietioiiM  of  duty:  thoun^h  tiieir  sincerity  by  no  means  exoner- 
ates them  &om  the  charge  of  acting  injudiciously,  nor  docs  it 
relieve  them  from  the  im{)utation  of  yidding  too  readily  to 
the  power  of  delusion*  Without  doubt,  they  oondenmed,  upon 
grounds  whose  insdBdency  waa  afterwards  acknowledged, 
many  of  the  worthiest  and  best  of  the  age. 

By  this  time  mneteen  persons  had  been  hanged,  one  had  CM^ 
been  pressed  to  death,  and  eiirlit  more  were  under  sentence ; 
while  of  fifty-five  who  had  coufossed,  not  one  had  suffered. 
One  third  at  least  of  those  who  perished  were  church  mem- 
bers ;  and  more  than  half  are  said  to  have  been  persons  "  of 
a  good  conversation  in  general.''  A  few  of  the  accused,  by 
iho  connivance  of  their  friends,  esci^Md  by  flight ;  yet  the 
prisons  were  crowded  with  victims  to  the  number  isi  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  above  two  hundred  more  were 
accused.^  It  was  a  season  of  the  deepest  gloom  and  anxiety ; 
the  people  were  shivering  with  superstitious  awe ;  and  the 

thoughtful  trembled,  and  were  panic-struck,  as  they  pictured 
* 

*  Upham's  Lectuit^  52.  originated  there }  but  it  had  spread  to 

'  Ulef,  225 ;  Hale,  33  ;  Brattle,  in  Boston,  Chaitoftown,  Andover,  mmI 

1  M.  II.  Coll.  V.  76, 7S.  The  cU-luMon   oCbar  plMW. 

ma  not  oonlioed  to  iSalem,  though  it 
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CRAP,  to  thomaelTes  the  probable  Tceults — for  the  "goneratkm  of 
^J[^  the  children  of  God  were  in  dftDger."  ^  But  the  8lom  WBi  at 
Ml.  ilB  hdgfat ;  and  the  cziaii  was  prodnDed  diargas  againrt 
penoDfl  of  whoee  inneoenee  everj  oae  was  satisfied.  Well 
wight  tlMwe  who  had  nem  befiire  doabted,  and  who  had  es- 
pressed  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  real  af^ncy  of  SatM, 
pause,  aod  become  sceptical,  when  they  louud  their  owa 
friends  accused  ;  and  well  might  Cotton  Mather,  utiicious  in 
his  zeal  for  the  detection  of  satauic  influence,  learn  wisdom 
from  the  exporieiice  of  the  past,  and  exclaim,  "The  whole 
basiness  is  hereupon  beoome  so  snarled,  and  the  deternonatiom 
of  the  qaestion,  one  waf  or  anofher,  so  dismal,  that  oar  ho»> 
orable  jud^L^  have  room  for  Jehoshaphat's  ezdamatloii,  We 
know  not  what  to  do.  They  hare  used,  as  judges  have  here- 
tofore done,  the  pj)ectral  evidences,  to  introduce  their  further 
inquiries  into  the  lives  of  the  personn  accused  ;  and  thev  have 
thereupon,  by  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,  been  so 
stNogthened  with  other  evidences,  that  some  of  the  witch 
gsDg  have  been  £ur^  ezeeuted.  Bat  what  shall  be  done  as 
to  those  against  whom  the  eddenoe  is  Ibmd  chiefly  in  the 
dark  world?  Here  they  do  solemnly  demand  our  addresBes 
to  the  Father  of  lights  on  their  behalf.  Bat  in  the  mean 
time  the  devil  improves  the  darkness  of  this  affair  to  push  ua 
into  a  blind  man's  buffet ;  and  we  are  even  ready  to  be  sin- 
fully, yea,  hotly  and  madly,  mauling  one  another  in  tlie  dark. 
The  consequence  of  these  things  every  considerate  man  trem- 
bles at ;  and  the  more^  because  the  fireqnent  cheats  of  passioa 
and  rmnor  do  precipitate  so  many,  tittt  I  wish  I  conld  say  Ite 
most  were  oonsidmte."* 

*  Hale,  33.  of  the  Lord  that  I  know  of  in  the 

'  Wonders  of  the  In\-isiblc  "World,  world,  whether  Enpflish,  or  Scotch,  or 

52,  53,  cd.  1692.    Comp.  Hale,  34-  French,  or  Dutch,  ^and  Iknownuiny,^ 

37.   In  the  pamphlet  in  reply  to  Ctf  are  of  the  same  opinion."    My  fricna 

let",  p.  42,  Mather  al?!©  nays,  "For  my  Rev.  Chandler  KobbinH,  of  Boston, 

own  pirt,  I  know  not  that  ever  I  have  first  called  my  attention  to  the  above, 

advanced  an)  opinion  in  the  matter  of  from  the  copy  itt  lha  Jibmgf  of  Bm^ 

irildiGnift  but  wfaftt  all  the  miniiMn  wd  GoU^ge* 


^  kj  1^  o  uy  Google 
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At  ibis  jimctm  flift  oonrt  a^joiimed ;  sad  Mbre  ii  re-  ghaf. 
Membled  the  spell  wis  broken.  The  wift  of  Mr*  HeH  of 
Beverijf  was  among  the  aoensed;  insinnBtionB  had  beea  um. 

tiirown  out  against  Mr.  Willard,  the  excellent  pastor  of  the 
South  Church  in  Boston,  and  Mr.  Deane  of  Andovcr  ;  aud 
€ven  the  wife  of  Sir  William  Phips  did  not  escape  suspicion.* 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  revulsion  was  electrical.  If 
Mere  accusations  were  in  themselves  plcnaiy  proo&  of  guilty 
tiien  might  the  best  Mi ;  and,  in  this  view,  was  it  not  time  to 
laqiiire  whether  the  whole  snlgeot  was  not  open  to  donbt? 
The  antidote  for  delusion,  is  an  enlightened  reason,  whieh 
calmly  weighs  in  the  balaaoe  of  tmih  conflicting  opmiona, 
avoids  lia-ity  judgments,  and  pronounces  its  verdicts  only  aftor 
mature  delil)eration,  baling  them  upon  sarc  and  reliable  data. 
Had  such  reason  been  exercised  at  the  out^t,  the  wildest 
excesses  of  the  delusion  would  have  been  prevented,  and  the 
gallows  woold  haye  been  despoiled  of  its  nnmerons  victimSk 
Bnt  the  sober  second  thooght  of  the  oommnnity  was  awakeih 
ing ;  and  outraged  jostiee,  castiog  aside  the  Hokanna  veil 
which  had  distorted  its  yision,  stood  finrdi  onoe  more  in  the 
open  light  of  day,  and  wielded  its  powers,  not  to  crash,  bnt  to 
preserve. 

Mr.  Brattle,  in  the  mexin  time,  was  not  idle.  "  The  court " 
says  he,  "  is  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  tlien 
to  be  kept  at  Salem  ;  between  this  and  then  will  be  the  great 
assemblj,  in  which  this  subject  will  be  peculiarly  agitated.  I 
tiiink  it  is  matter  of  earnest  sopplioation  and  prayer  to 
Almighty  GKkI,  that  he  would  afiord  his  gradous  presence  to 
the  said  assembly,  and  direct  them  aright  in  so  weighty  an 
affair.  Our  hopes  are  here  ;  and  if,  at  this  juncture,  God  does 
not  grai  ioiisly  appear  for  U3,  I  think  we  may  conclude  that 
New  England  is  undone,  and  undone."^  Mr.  Ilale  waa  like- 
wise wavenng,  and  was  inclined  to  suspect  that  he  had  been 

>CaHUalc^&c.  •  1 H  H.  ColL  v.  76. 
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OEAF. "  wftUdng  in  a  'wron^  path."  And  even  Cotton  Mather,  dee^j 
^^J^l^  as  he  was  inTolred  in  the  afiair,  had  stepped  forward  with  a 
un.  proposal  that» "  if  the  poflseesed  people^  who  were  under  aoco* 
sation,  might  he  scattered  &r  asonder,  he  wonld  singlj  provide 
for  six  of  them,  and  see  whether,  without  more  bitter  meth- 
ods, prayer  wiLii  ia^ling  would  not  put  au  end  to  these  heavy 
trials."! 

A  large  share  of  credit,  however,  is  due  to  the  people  of 
Oetu.  Andover,  who  openlj  remonstrated  against  the  doings  of  the 
tribnnals.  We  know  not,"  say  thejr, "  who  can  think  himseif 
safe,  if  the  accosatioiiB  of  children,  and  others  imder  a  diabol- 
ical inflnenoe,  shall  be  received  against  persons  of  good  fame." 
Kor  was  this  remonstrance  ill  timed,  for  a  large  number  of  the 
inhubitaiits  of  xVudovcr  had  been  accused.  Dudley  Bradstreet, 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  son  of  the  venerable  Simon  Hrad- 
street,  had  "granted  warrants  aj^atnst  aud  committed  tliirty  or 
forty  to  prison  for  the  supposed  witehcrafts ; "  but  })ocoaiiug 
dissatisfied,  and  refusing  to  proceed  farther,  he  and  his  wife 
were  both  "cried  oat  against^*' and  he  "ibond  it  his  safest 
course  to  make  his  escape."  Those  who  had  been  committed, 
knowing  themselves  innocent,  were  "  aU  exceedingly  astonished 
and  amazed,  and  affrighted  even  out  of  their  reason  "  into  con- 
fession. "  Our  understanding,  our  reason,  and  our  faculties 
almost  gone,"  say  tli' y.  '  \\  were  not  capable  of  judj^ini]:  our 
condition,  as  also  the  liard  measure  they  used  with  us  rendered 
OB  nncapable  of  making  our  defence  ;  but  said  any  thing  and 
every  thing  wliich  they  desired,  and  most  of  what  we  said  was 
bnt  in  effect  a  consenting  to  what  they  said."  * 

Is  it  Borprisuig  that  sach  excesses  were  no  longer  endnrar 
ble?  Yet  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  people  that  no  tamaltnona 
modes  of  redress  were  adopted,  and  that  they  did  not  retaliate 

I  Oram.  Bobbiiu**  Hist  Second  Hed  «Soaie  ftw  "ReaoA***  tbb^  m 

Church,  Boston,  p.  107,  with  Brattle,  reply  to  Calef,  p.  ,39. 

in  1  M.  H.  ColL  v.  76,  77,  and  Ckief,      «  Calef,  224-228;  Hutchinson,  iL 

36-3a   See  alio  the  pamphlet  enti-  43-47,  61 ;  Abbotts  Andover,  16i. 
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QpOfA  their  aocnsera,  meettog  violeDce  with  vialence.  Bestrainr  chap. 
nig  their  pusioiifl,  and  appealing  with  calmnees  to  Almighty 
God  to  witnesB  tiielr  innooence,  they  trusted  that  the  blindneee  UBl 
of  ftnatidsiii,  which  had  seised  upon  the  oommimity,  was  not 

wholly  impenetrable  by  the  light  of  ti  ulh,  and  that  the  cry  of 
justice  would  make  lisdi'  heard.  And  the  result  vindicated 
their  wisdom  ;  for  when  the  Superior  Couit  met  at  iSalem,  six 
women  of  Andover,  at  once  renouncing  their  confessions,  did 
ootscmplo  to  treat  the  whole  afiiur  as  a  frightfol  delusion; 
and  of  the  presentments  against  those  who  wore  still  in  prison, 
the  grand  jury  dismissed  more  than  half  witiiont  hesitation ; 
and  if  they  found  bills  against  a  few,  they  were  all  acquitted 
upon  tiiui  except  three  of  tlic  worst,  and  even  these  were 
reprieved  by  tlie  governor,  and  rcconnnended  to  mercy.  "  Such 
a  gaol  delivery  was  made  tliis  court,  as  has  never  been  known 
at  any  other  time  in  New  England.''  ^ 

Yet  one  more  attempt  was  made  to  oonviet ;  and  Sarah  Das* 
ton,  a  woman  eighty  years  old,  was  brought  to  trial  at  Charles* 
town,  in  the  presence  of  a  crowd  greater  than  had  collected  on 
any  provious  occasion.  But,  though  the  evidence  against  her 
would  have  Ix^en  deemed  sufiBcient  six  months  before,  tlu-  ])eople 
had  seen  enough  to  awaken  mistrust,  and  a  verdict  of  acipiittal 
was  promptly  rendered.'  Nor  could  tlie  ca^e  of  Margaret 
Rule,  which  occnrred  not  long  after  in  Boston  itself,  and  under 
the  inspection  of  Cotton  Mather,  rerlTo  the  delusion.  The^^^l^ 
ezoesB  of  the  enl  wrought  its  core.  Its  days  were  numbered, 
and  the  oommmiity  was  happily  delivered  from  its  power.' 

As  the  excitement  subsided,  the  prominent  actors  in  the  ter- 
rible trc^jetly  began  to  reflect,  and  a  few  made  public  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  error.  Sewall,  in  particular,  openly  confes^sed 
his  mistake,  and  sought  the  forgiveness  of  those  he  had  wronged.^ 

»  Calef,  226-228 ;  Hutehtn^on.  ii.       '  Oalef,  p.  23  et  ncq.  |  C.  Mather, 
61,  62 ;  Abbot's  Andover,  lQi^l61.     More  Wonders,  &c. 

'  Bncrall,  in.  98.  *  Ilutrhinson.il.  B2;  Holmes'fl  Am. 

AuL  L  iiOj  Diake's  JBostoo,  602; 
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CHAP.  And  na!o,m  his  "  Modest  Inquiry"  made  a  similar  confession.* 
^J^!^  But  the  confession  of  Parris  was  deemod  less  ancer^  and  was 
lOM.  rather  extorted  through  fear  of  euspeoakm  than  from  an  honeat 
'  oonvictioD  that  he  had  been  in  thfi  wrong.*  BtooghUm  aloM 
tefosed  to  retrao^  and  to  the  da^  of  his  death  new  legrettai 
the  part  he  had  taken.* 

The  evils  resoltin^  from  Ihis  ddvrion  were  felt  for  a  loaf 
time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  excitement  wliich  pre- 
vailed, and  tlie  suflfering  and  sorrow  it  bronglit  to  all.  Some 
have  spoken  of  this  whole  affair  in  terms  of  contempt ;  others 
have  unsparingly  denounced  its  pirticipants ;  very  few  have 
eonsidered  the  sabject  cahnly  and  duspamonatelj,  or  given  doe 
credit  to  the  honeefy  of  the  partiee.  It  was  an  nnhappy  aliur, 
at  the  best ;  bot  it  can  be  said  wilh  troth,  that  tiie  deltunon 
was  less  extensive,  and  caused  less  saffianng,  in  New  England 
than  in  Old ;  for  there  the  belief  in  witchcraft  prevailed  until 
tlic  niidiile  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  persons  were  hanged, 
or  otiierwise  put  to  death,  as  witches,  long  after  such  executioiiB 
had  ceased  In  America.^ 

»  Published  in  1697.     A  second       •  Cahf,  123-1 2 fi. 
edition  was  iMued  in  177 1,  from  which      *  liuielunM>n,  ii.  62. 
Iqnota  4  HntchiiMOQ^iLa^M. 
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THE  OOYS&NMBNT  OW  TM&  FAOYXKCB. 


Tta  mini  of  Sir  WiUSam  Phipi  hm  foUoired  bf  tecHAF. 
[gmwaiioa  of  tho  govwuMBl  outer  the  aeir  cIiBrter.  At  J^^, 
ihb  qMtaoD  mm    and  a  serions  question  it  was — how  1692. 
ftr  tliftt  iDBCnniait  ttttoded  in  its  ttke^  upon  the  laws  whloh  ^ 

had  been  enacted  under  the  colonial  charter.  Obyiouslj,  if  it 
invalidated  all  thom  laws,  a  new  code  inudt  1 10  framed,  or  the 
old  code  must  be  revived.  Accordingly,  at  tln'  flr.^t  session  of 
the  General  Goort^  an  act  was  paaBod  condrmlng  the  fdxmer  Jane  a. 
Ittva  until  the  loltowillg  November  ;  and  during  the  recess  of 
the  ooort  it  was  proposed  that  the  members  should  take  this 
fld^Jeet  in  €haigei,aad  ''oonflider  of  snoh  laws  as  were  neeesBaiy 
to  he  flsteUiflhed."^  It  was  imfortannte  ibr  the  people  that  n 
naleet  oommittee  was  not  appointed  to  attend  to  this  duty  ;  and 
the  subject  itself  waa  of  such  consequence  that  the  widest  uud 
bc8t  should  have  been  plact^d  on  that  committeo.  But  the 
ntioesaity  for  this  step  was  not  then  foreseen.  Hence,  when  the 
lawi  were  revised,  instead  of  framing  a  general  code  to  be  for- 
warded to  fiasbuid,  only  detached  acta  were  preaente^  serenl 
of  which  were  rejected  bj  the  ki^g.  Thia  led  to  oonfaaion ; 
^■reai^  had  the  whole  aoljeet  been  aotad  wpm  at  onoe^  anch 
aheratioBB  would  haTO  been  proposed  as  might  have  iasoed  in 
a  oonmstent  and  dieted  body  of  laws ;  and  in  case  of  the 
rejection  oi  paiUcuiar  aats,  temporary  provisioos  might  ha?e 


*  Mm.  Reek  M8b  Owithniflna  of  CbiJiMK^  FoGt  Anmk  Pt  ILy 
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CHAP,  bf'cn  made  until  the  pleasure  of  bis  majesty  was  further  known, 
^^^^  or  until  laws  were  passed  which  met  his  approval. 
1602.  The  principal  acts  rejected  by  tke  king  were  those  which 
asserted  the  views  of  the  people  upon  points  on  which  differ- 
ences of  opinion  ezistecl  betweoi  them  and  the  crown.  Among 
these  was  one  which  set  forth  that  no  aid,  tax,  ta]]agCf  assess- 
ment^ CDStom,  loan,  benevolence,  or  imposition,  should  be  laid, 
assessed,  or  levied  on  any  of  their  majesties'  subjects,  or  their 
estates,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  but  by  the  act  and  consent 
of  the  governor,  council,  and  reprej^entatives  of  the  people, 
assembled  in  General  Court."*  This  act,  which  was,  in  effect, 
a  denial  of  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  for  any 
purpose,  was  of  course  obnoxious  to  all  who  asserted  that 
right ;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  was  r^ected.  Yet  it  is 
worthy  of  notice  that  thus  early  did  MasBadmsetts  reiterate 
her  views,  and,  as  under  the  colonial,  so  under  tiie  provincial 
charter,  join  issue  with  the  parent  state  upon  tlie  vital  }>oint 
^vhi<"h,  throughout  our  whole  history,  was  never  lost  sight  of, 
and  which  led  eventually  to  the  rupture  which  isBued  in  the 
independence  of  the  colonies. 

The  enactment  claiming  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  was  likewise  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  ^  the  privilege 
had  not  yet  been  granted  to  the  plantations.''  Yet  if  the 
colonists  were  Englishmen,  and  entitled  to  the  immunities  of 
Englishmen,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  with  wliat  propriety  this 
right  could  be  withlieki.  It  was  enjoyed  in  the  old  world  : 
why  fhould  it  not  hi  in  the  new  ?  *  Fart  of  the  criminal  code 
of  the  province  was  also  disallowed,  espedaily  the  act  for  pun* 

'  TTutchlri'^on,  u,  f?  r  Ti  Is  smgular  tnne  it»;clf  must  be  regarded  as  accord- 
to  notice  the  unatumity  vith  which  ing  with  the  principles  of  natural  jua- 
tiie  doctrme  of  tiie  text  was  amwed  tioe,  dse  mNud  it  never  tiftve  been  «a 

ill  all  tlic  colonies  about  this  time ;  generally  approved.  Comp.  Oordon'e 

and  when  it  in  home  In  mind  thit  Am.  Re  volution,  L  20,  42,  62,  6i,  6^ 

th»e  colonies  were  settled  at  different  63,  64,  73. 

period^  and  by  persons  of  difflsnnt      '  MS.  Continuation  of  Chalmen*e 

nation"^  and  of  different  rolijfioug  per-  PoHl  A-in-l^  I»t  II.  j  HutdttlMOll, SL 

8ua:i;ou8,  it  is  evident  that  the  doo-  6a ;  Gmhamc,  voi  L 
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isliing  capital  offenders,  wliich  was  foiindGd  upon  the  Mosaic,  chap. 
ratlier  Uiaa  upon  the  EuLHisli  law.^   It  waa  not  the  design  of  ^j^^ 
the  motlior  country  to  allow  her  provinces  too  mack  latitude  UBS. 
in  their  affaire ;  and  MassachiiBetts,  for  her  fonner  refractoii- 
ness,  was  made  to  feel  at  the  oatset  thai  she  had  passed  from  a 
state  of  comparative  independence  to  one  of  oomparatiTe  snb- 
jeetion  and  eontrol.  Is  it  surprising,  under  these  circomstanoeB, 
that  "  the  colonial  admiuiatruiiun  of  William,  contradictory  in 
principle  and  inconsiderate  in  conduct,"  by  the  representation 
of  a  pleader  against  the  colonies,  "  neceasarily  weakened  the 
jurisdiction  of  JBogland  over  her  plantations"?' 

Of  the  acts  approved  by  the  king;  some  were  of  great  in^ 
portance.  These  provided  for  the  settlement  and  distribution 
of  the  estates  of  intestates ;  the  prevention  of  IGrands  and  per« 
jariee  ;  the  observanoe  of  the  Lord's  day ;  the  solemmzatfon  of 
marriages  by  ministers  or  justices  ;  the  settlement  and  support 
of  ministers  and  schoolmasters ;  the  scttleraeot  of  county 
bounds,  and  the  regulation  of  towns  ;  the  administration  ot  tlie 
oatb«!  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  ;  the  regulation  of  the  fees 
of  civil  and  judicial  oflBceis ;  ascertaining  the  number,  and  r^ 
nlating  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  the  prevention. of 
danger  from  the  French.*  Two  of  these  acts  merit  parttcular 
attention.  That  which  related  to  the  observance  of  the  Lord^ 
day  forbade  all  labor  and  amusements,  works  of  necessily  and 
charity  only  excepted,  under  a  penalty  of  five  for  each 

offence,  and  all  travelling  for  bufincps  purposes  under  a  pen- 
al^ of  twenty  shillings.   It  also  forbade  vintners  entertaining  , 

•  Hutchinwn,  ii.  65.  ed  to  him,  Init  **no  nhry  wan  settled 

•  ChalmerH,  lU'volt,  I  315.  or  inteuded"  Hence  he  petitioned 
^  I'Dviitce  Lawn,  ed.  1726, pp.  1-  "the  royal  recommendatioa  of  this 

84  ;  lliitrliinson,  Ii.  6*).    (lovemor  object,  which,  he  conceived,  vmxi\d 

Phip*,  in      letaT  to  EugLuiU  at  the  prove  effectual"    But  little  did  he 

dtfa  of  the  transnmHion  of  the  lawM  uf  know  the  temper  or  polwy  of  the  pe(H 

the  pm%ince, gives  ihv  tirst  iiititmtion  pie  if  he  Mipjwsed  such  a  recommf-ri- 

of  the  controversy  which,  for  so  long  a  dation  would  succeed;  for  no  future 

]Mriod,  Bfi^itiited  Hb/t  ooamtnmtjr,  rda,-  goremor  or  king  was  able  to  aooom* 

tive  to  thv  '^il  irv  of  the  chief  magts-  pBih  tllA  oljjeot    Sm  UOder  dlflpb  T. 
tote.  A|{iatuity  of£dOO  waignuDfc> 
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CHAP,  others  than  strangers  or  lodgers,  under  a  penalty  of  five  shfl- 

lings.    All  masters  and  governors  of  faiuili^'s  were  required 

IMS.  to  "  take  eiluclual  care  that  Oieir  children,  servants,  and  others 

ander  their  immediate  govermueat,  do  not  transgrees  in  any  of 

the  foregoing  partioulan ; "  and  jastices  of  the  peace,  oonstar* 

Uei^  and  tithingmea  were  reqniied  to  **  take  effectuai  eaie  "  Um 

the  ohearvinoe  of  the  aot^  "is  abo  to  reatraJn  all  penone  from 

swimming  in  the  water,  snneoaBsaiy  and  ansaasoaable  waUdfl^ 

in  the  streets  or  fields  In  the  town  of  Boston,  or  other  plaee^ 

keeping  open  their  shops,  or  following  their  secular  occasions 

or  recreations  in  tlie  evening  preccdinc:  the  Lord's  day,  oi'  any 

part  of  the  said  day  or  evening  lui lowing."  ^  Tiiciie  regulations 

evince  the  scrupolouanees  of  the  age,  and  the  revercnco  for 

Sunday  which  was  a  prominent  trait  of  the  Puritan  character. 

How  striking  the  eontrast  between  sach  l<^giahitton  and  that 

which  saaetioaed  "  dancing,  archery,  leaping,  vatdting,  having 

liaj  games,  WhitsoiHdes,  monioB  dances,  setting  up  May  polei^ 

and  otiier  sports  therewith  osed,  or  any  other  harmless  Tecrear 

*. 

tions  on  Sundays  after  divine  service."  *  If  the  one  was  loo 
strict,  the  other  was  a.«.suredly  sufficieuLly  lax.  An  enlightened 
reverence  will  always  hold  sacred  thmgs  in  projxsr  esteem; 
and  an  intelligent  regard  for  Sunday,  and  for  all  seasons  of 
special  religiotis  improvenient»  will  point  out  the  path  of  pr» 
priety  and  decorum* 

The  act  ibr  the  settlement  and  sqiport  of  ministers  and 
sdmolmastors  had  also  its  peculiarities.  By  its  terms,  eveiy 
^  town  was  required  to  he  constantly  provided  with  an  "  able^ 
learned,  and  orthodox  minister  or  ministers,  of  <i:ood  con- 
versation, to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  them,"  wiio  were  to 
be  "  suitably  encouraiirtHi  and  sufficiently  supported  and  main* 
tained  by  the  inhabitants  of  such  town.''  AU  contracts  made 

^  The  power  of  *^  restraint "  meo-   or  stockB  not  exoeediog  three  houzt." 
Honed  in  thiR  aet  wu  interprrted  in  Iawis  pp.  li,  lA. 

1704  ro  Ih     understood  of  imprisun-       *  Ku^ iMMABoohof^ffli^lM^ 
ment,  not  exceeding  the  space  of  ISlfi* 
twelve  hours,  or  by  sittii^  m  the  cage 
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Ibr  the  sapport  of  muusters  or  Bchoolmasten  were  to  remaiQ  chap. 
"good  and  Yslid  aecordlng  to  the  true  tntoat  thereof ; "  and  m 
case  of  n^eet  hy  any  town,  for  the  space  of  tax  monthe,  to  vm, 
pnmde  for  the  maiDtenanoe  of  a  miiuBter,  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  was  empowered  to  *'  order  a  competent  allovrance  unto 
such  niini-ter  according  to  the  estate  and  ability  of  the  town." 
It  \va.^  likew  ise  ordered  —  though  the  ordrr  was  snli-oquentlj 
moditicd  —  tliat  the  churches  in  the  several  towns  of  tlie  prov- 
ince should  use,  exercise,  and  esjoy  all  their  privileges  and 
freedoms  lespeeting  divine  worship,  ehiirch  order  and  disci- 
pline," and  be  "encouraged  in  the  peaceable  and  regolar  profee- 
■ion  and  practice  thereof ; and  "  everj  mimster,  being  a  per- 
son  of  good  conversation,  clioeen  hj  tiie  major  part  of  the 
inhabitauty  in  any  to\»n  at  a  town  meeting  duly  warned  for 
that  purpose,"  was  to  be  "  the  minister  of  such  town,"  and  the 
whole  town  was  to  "  }>ay  towards  his  settlement  and  mainte- 
nance, each  man  his  several  proportion  thereof."  Every  town 
of  one  hundred  fEunilies,  in  addition  to  its  oommon  school,  was 
to  support  a  grammar  school ;  and  every  town  of  fifty  ligunilies, 
neglecting  for  one  year  to  provide  for  the  constant  support  of 
a  sdioolnmster,  incurred  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  levied 
towards  the  support  of  such  schools  witiiin  the  county  as  were 
most  in  need,  at  Uie  discretion  of  the  justices  in  Quarter  Ses- 
sions.* 

Such  were  the  provisions  for  education  and  religion  ;  and  it 
is  to  the  credit  of  our  fathers  that  they  paid  such  attention  to 
the  vital  and  permanent  interests  of  society.  It  is  to  this  fore- 
saght  we  owe  our  prosperity ;  and  we  shall  look  in  vain  into 
the  contemporary  legislation  of  any  country  out  of  New  Eng- 
land for  nmilar  provisions  for  the  widest  diffusion  of  intelli- 
gence and  morality.  Massacliusetts  enjoys  the  distinguished 
honor  of  having  led  in  the  work  of  universal  education ;  and 

'  Uw5,  cd.  !7?n.  p.  17.    See  fur-    c.  0  ;  1  A.  c  4 ;  2  Q.  0.  6|  4  0.  0.  »| 
ti)er4andoW.iiiidM.c.21}  7  W.   ttad  8  a  c.  6. 

YOh.  II.  4 
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CHURCHES  OF  THE  PROVINCB. 


CHAP,  the  ik'ferenco  of  her  people  to  the  support  of  religion  is  as 
^J!^  ereditxible  to  their  wisdom  as  it  18  OOmmeodablc  to  their  piety. 
1633.  The  Bay  Province  alone  Is  said  to  bave  oontained  at  this  time 
eigbtf  churches ;  and  the  whole  number  in  New  England  was 
computed  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  J  Most  of  the  ministers 
had  been  educated  at  Hamml,  ffae  "school  of  the  prophets," 
and  until  1G91  the  only  college  in  America.*  One  hundred 
and  lifty  mini-iters  had  been  graduated  from  its  Imll? ;  and 
though  some  sought  employment  abroad,  and  settled  in  Eng- 
land, the  greater  part  remained  iu  the  ( onutry,  and  were  the 
principal  pastors  of  the  churches  of  New  £ngland.*  There 
were  eome  dissenters  in  the  province,  and  dissenting  churches 
had  been  established.^  Epiaoopacy  had  lUcewise  effected  a 
lodgment,  and  there  was  an  Episcopal  church  in  Boston.^  But 
the  majority  of  the  churches  were  of  the  Puritiiu  t-tamp,  and 
Purilauiriui  was  the  prevalent  and  popular  religion.  Some  may 
regret  that  its  sway  has  since  lessened  ;  but  in  the  proL!:ress  of 
society  changes  must  be  expected  ;  and  though  different  opin- 
ions may  be  entertained  of  the  tendency  of  these  chaogesy  few, 
perhaps,  would  be  satisfied  with  the  systems  of  the  past  if 
revived  in  their  original  form,  and  few  would  admit  their  com* 
plete  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  present  age.  Yet  truly 
enlightened  minds  will  never  cease  to  reverence  all  that  was 
excellent  in  the  faith  or  tlie  {)ractice  of  the  past ;  and  there 
was  much  in  tlie  faith  and  practice  of  the  Puritans  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise. 

*  Holmes  Am.  Ana.  L  4ii9,  gi%*es  went  to  EnghncL    ILizyinl,  iu  74 ; 

the  num)>er  of  churches  in  1696  as  Quincv's  lUst.  t.  16. 

130;  but  ibid.  480,  he  siiys  tint  in  *  The  first  Baptist  church  in  Mas- 

1701  there  were  but  120  inini.-ittnj.  suchiiNetts  was  established  in  Swansey 

Comj).  Hildreth,  U.  S.  ii.  16S.  in  1603;  the  first  in  Boston  was  ea- 

'  Willi  iin  ami  M  .ry  College,  in  tabUshed  in  1665.   Benedict,  L  SM, 

Virgitib,  ^f>•as  founded  in  1691.    See  3^1. 


its  charter,  and  comp.  IVott's  Laws,  *  An  Epi«icopal  ebtireh  was  bdH 

art.  Virpinia  ,*  Holme?,  Am.  Ann.  i.  dnriii;,'  \hv  administntion  of  Androa. 

443;  1  M.  IL  CoIL  v.  164-166.  Sec  vol  I  of  thiii  work,  and  the  an- 

*  See  the  catalogues  for  listo  of  the  thorities  there  dted|  and  eomp.  1  M* 

graduates.     There  was  early  com-  U.  CbU,  iu.  260. 
plaint  that  many  oi  the  graduatea 
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The  members  of  the  new  government  had,  many  of  thorn,  chap. 
hcM  office  under  the  old  charter.    Bradstreet,  Saltonstall,  ^^^J^;^ 
Wait  Winthrop,  Russell,  Sewall,  Appleton,  Oednej,  Hathorae,  1692. 
HatehiuaoD,  Pike,  Jojliffe,  Hincklef,  Bradford,  Walley,  and 
Lathrop,  had  all  been  assistants  in  Massachusetts  or  Plymontb, 
and  most  of  them  had  been  dlstingnished  for  tiidr  zealons 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  their  uncompioiuis- 
ing  rcjiistance  to  the  aggressions  of  the  Stuarts.    Of  the  new 
members,  Phillips,  Curwin,  Adam  Winthrop,  Middlecot,  Fos- 
ter, Sergeant,  Lynde,  Hayroan,  Mason,  Aloot^  DonaeUi  and 
Darisy  were  less  known,  and  had  been  less  conspicuous.  One 
of  the  number.  Mason,  was  a  merchant  in  London,  friendly  to 
New  England,  but  never  a  resident  of  the  coontry ;  and  his 
name  was  probably  inserted  in  thechartar  chiefly  from  respect 
The  fast  three  were  from  Maine  and  the  more  distant  east.^ 

1^11  \\  illi.iui  Vh'\\}?,  the  governor,  was  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  owed  his  elevation  more  to  a  concurrence  of  favora- 
ble cinnnistiinees  than  to  the  dignity  of  his  character  or  the 
strentrth  of  his  intellect.   Bom  in  an  obscure  Tillage  on  tiie  igsq-6i. 
I»nks  of  the  Kennafaee.  ».d  H>p««>tioe<l  to  a  dup  carter  at  ^"^ 
the  age  of  eighteen,  a  few  years  after  attaining  his  majority  he  lass. 
embarked  on  the  ocean,  for  the  recovery  of  a  Spanish  wreck  ubs. 
laden  with  treasures.  His  success  in  this  expedition,  which 
certainly  evinced  an  enterprii!in«r  ^^eiiius,  was  the  foundation 
of  ills  fortune,  and  procured  liiin  tlie  honor  of  knighthood  I687. 
from  the  king.    Keeeiviug  an  appointment  as  higli  sheriff 
of  New  England,  he  returned  to  his  native  land,  and  settled 
in  Boston  towards  the  close  of  the  administration  of  Andros.  1687. 
Here  he  joined  the  North  Church,  of  which  Cotton  Mather  mo. 
was  pastor;  and  his  zeal  for  Puritanism  and  the  advantages 
of  his  poeitibn  so  far  commended  him  to  the  favor  of  |h^o 
aspiiing  minister,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  and  at 

the  height  of  popularity,  that  conceiving  him  to  be  ono.Kliose 

»n  ,tiT  it 

>  For  (ikctches  of  these  gentlemen,  sitx  Hutchinsoiif  iL  20,  21,  ^^iijj^i 
•od  oomp.  WiUiamMMi'a  Maine,  toL  L  m  b 
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CHAP,  administration  would,  in  manj  respects,  be  sernoeable  to  the 
church  and  agreeable  to  the  people,  his  name  was  sent  in  as 

M,  a  candidate  for  the  chief  magistracy  by  Increase  Mather,  the 
agent  of  the  colony  in  England,^  to  whom,  as  a  matter  of  con- 
dilation,  the  nomi]iafio&  of  flie  first  officers  nnder  <he  new 
cliarter  had  been  Icfl.* 

The  qualifications  of  Phips,  which  influenced  tlic  Mathers 
to  espouse  his  cause,  were,  that  from  the  warmth  of  the  neo- 
phyte they  were  assured  of  his  favor  to  the  congregational 
churches,  and  that  there  would  be  less  danger  of  ioDovations 
In  religion  than  under  the  administration  of  one  less  friendly 
to  the  Puritan  creed ;  that  in  political  affidrs,  as  his  eiperi* 
ence  was  trifling  and  his  opportnnitieB  had  been  limited,  he 
might  be  inclined  to  listen  with  deference  to  the  advice  of  his 
spiritual  ^^uides,  who  were  among  the  most  prominent  |x)liti- 
cians  of  the  day  ;  and  that  as  a  native  of  tlie  country,  who  had 
served  in  the  French  wars,  and  who  was  well  known  to  the 
people,  he  would  bo  more  acceptable  than  a  stranger,  and 
more  confidence  could  be  placed  in  his  fidelity  to  their 
interests. 

That  tiie  Ifathers  were  honest  in  their  views,  has  been 
doubted  by  some ;  and  tb^r  characters  have  been  subjected  to 

a  scrutiny  as  severe,  perhaps,  as  ever  was  known.  Yet  no 
men  stood  higher  with  their  contemix)rarie8  tlian  they,  and 
none  were  looked  up  to  with  greater  respect  The  attachment 
of  the  people  to  them  was  general  and  sincere ;  nor,  from  a 
review  of  their  histoiy,  do  we  see  cause  to  doubt  the  brilliancy 
of  their  tslenta  or  the  parity  of  thdr  intentions.'  In  some 
things,  it  is  true^  their  zeal  may  haye  been  ezcessiTe ;  and  the 
credulity  of  Cotton  Mather  was  certainly  unbounded.  Tet, 
when  even  his  political  cnemied  acknowledged  his  worth,  and 

*  Mr.  Fliipt  ynm  in  EMfand  it  tidi  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  we  on 


'  Mather,  Magnalia,  b.  iL,  Lifis  of    L  and  C.  M.,  Posticript  to  Bemadu 


not  fividao  bat  tint, 


mOHp-t^  8M«li»ifaU.p.SS. 
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bis  religious  opponcats  <x>iDmencicd  his  piety,  it  will,  perhapSi  chap, 
be  conceded,  that  there  must  have  been  qualitiee  in  the  man 
vbich  commaQded  reepeet,  else  would  he  never  have  been  held  lass. 
HI  sodi  esteem.  That  both  fiither  and  son  were  oonfirmed 
politidanB»  no  one  can  donbt ;  and  that  fhef  were  thoroughly 
oonvinced  of  the  truth  of  their  creed,  will  probably  be  also 
admitted  ;  nor  would  it  bo  strange,  considering  their  tempera- 
ment and  the  circumstances  in  wliich  they  were  placed,  if,  in 
some  instances,  they  overstepped  the  bounds  of  that  moderation, 
which  is  the  golden  mean  between  fanaticism  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  excessive  conservatism  which  dings  tenadoiisly  to  old 
institittions,  both  of  which  disturb  the  Hannonions  actton  of 
the  mind,  and  give  to  it  a  tinge  of  partiality  and  onesidedness. 
Bat  if  tiie  Mathers  had  their  filings,  they  were  lovers  of  Ub> 
crty.  New  England,  to  tliein,  was  a  terrestrial  paradise. 
Attached  to  its  creed,  and  attached  to  its  policy,  they  devoted 
tbemsdves  zealously  to  the  promotion  of  its  welfare.  They 
were  never  found  wanting  in  patriotism  or  loyalty.  They 
were  respected  at  home,  and  respected  abroad.  And  every 
where  their  talents  secured  to  them  friends.^ 

Had  Sir  William  Phipe  been  less  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  the 
Ifathers,  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  better  for  him,  and  better 
for  the  country.  The  chief  magistrate  of  a  commonwealth 
should,  t)f  all  men,  be  free  from  the  bias  which  dependence  cre- 
ates. He  sliould  po<5?iess,  per^ionally,  the  decision  and  oncrey 
becoming  his  station ;  the  political  wisdom  which  marks  the 
tone  statesman ;  and  that  digni^  of  character  and  moral  sensi- 
bility, which,  equally  removed  from  hai^htinesB  on  the  one 
hand  and  vehemence  on  the  other,  give  hun  the  command  at 
all  times  of  his  own  temper,  and  render  hhn  Belf-posseflBed,  al&r 
ble,  and  conrteoiu.  In  most  of  these  qnalities  SUr  WiUiam  was 

'  For  a  ooble  tribute  to  the  mem-  duccd  from  the  writings  of  oontempo- 

oiT  of  Cotton  ^bther,  lee  RoMmui't  larics,  commending  the  piety  of  faoUi 

Hirt.  Second  Church,  Boston.  Ahun-  father  and  son.   The  eulogries  at  their 

dmt  (Mtimony  ooubi  be  caoly  i»ro>  deonse  speakhi^y  in  ^Sbda  pcuM, 
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CHAP,  wanting.  He  had  cncipry  niough,  but  not  of  tlie  right  kind  ; 
lie  was  comparatively  destitute  of  political  wisdom ;  he  had 

10B2.  ez^joyed  few  advantages  for  literary  culture ;  and  so  violent 
was  his  temper  that  he  was  hurried  into  excesses  which  weak- 
ened his  influence,  and  eventually  led  to  his  recall  from  his 
government.  No  one  impeaches  his  honesty  or  his  courage. 
No  one  doubts  thut  he  was  benevolent  ■dad  friendly.  Yet  good 
judges  have  pronounced  him  "  much  Ijctter  fitted  to  manage  the 
crew  ()f  a  man-of-war  than  to  sit  at  the  helm  of  the  ship  of 
state."  » 

Justice,  however,  requires  the  conoessitm  that^  whatever  niaj 
have  been  his  disqualifications  for  ^e  office  of  goTemor,  while 
in  that  officOi "  according  to  the  best  of  his  apprehension,  he 
ever  sought  the  good  of  his  country."  And  if  the  statement 

of  his  biographer  may  be  credited,'  "he  would  often  speak  to 
the  members  of  the  General  As-iMiibly  in  such  terms  as  these  : 
Gentlemen,  you  may  make  yourselves  m  easy  a.s(  you  will  for- 
ever. Consider  what  may  have  any  tendency  to  your  welfare, 
and  you  may  be  sure  that,  wliatercr  bills  you  offer  to  me,  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  crown,  I  will  pass 
them  readily.  I  do  but  seek  opportunities  to  serve  you.  Had 
it  not  been  Ibr  this,  I  had  never  accepted  the  goyemment  of 
this  province.  And  whenever  you  have  settled  such  a  body 
of  good  laws,  that  no  person  coming  after  me  may  make  you 
uneasy,  I  shall  desire  not  one  day  longer  to  continue  in  the 
government. " 

These  sentiments  are  certainly  liberal ;  and  had  the  admin* 
istration  of  Sir  William  corresponded  to  his  professions,  some 
little  allowance  might  have  been  made  for  his  personal  defir 
ciencies.  Perhaps  some  allowance  may  at  all  events  be  claimed 

*  Hutchinson,  il  74;  Holmet,  Am.  flie  ftamc  time,  he  thinks  the  itate- 
Ann.  i.  456,  4 -'57,  note.  merits  of  Mnther  are  a  little  ccaij^r- 

•  Mather,  Maji^kilia,  Life  of  Phips,  attd,  and  thut  achievements  are  u»» 
§  15.  Galef,  More  Wonders,  &e.,  p.  cril>ed  to  the  govemw  which  he  new 
287  et  seq.,adm  ta  that  Phips  "airaerl  performed. 

at  the  good  of  the  people  i "  but,  at 


DigiiiZuU  by  ^i^J^.i-j^i^ 


ADKIN1STBATI0N  OF  PHIF8. 


55 


for  him,  on  the  score  of  inexperience,  the  peculiaritio?^  of  his  chap 
situation,  and  liis  oitibarrassnirnts  from  the  party  opposed  to 
bis  govfM-niiKMit.    For  there  were  men  in  the  province  —  at  tlie  leoa, 
head  of  whom  stood  Cooke  aod  Oakes,  both  friends  to  the  old 
charter,  and  averse  to  its  surrender — who  had  organized  a 
party  vigilant  to  scrutinize  the  movements  of  the  new  gov* 
enunent,  and  determined  to  oppose  it  wherever  it  swerved 
from  the  line  of  fealty  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.'  From 
tiiis  time  forward,  indeed,  party  spirit  will  be  found  more  prev- 
ali'iit  tliau  ever  luider  the  old  charter.    '1  Ic  struirL^le  for  the 
continued  ascendency  of  Puritanism  aj^aiinst  the  aggre^^ion?  of 
a  more  liberal  theologv' ;  the  change  in  political  relations, 
which  had  given  birth  to  the  parties  of  freedom  and  preroga- 
tive ;  and  the  natarallj  progressive  tendencies,  springing  from 
the  activity  of  thought  and  the  yearning  for  a  higher  freedom, 
which  characterized  the  people  of  Maesachnsctts,  —  all  these, 
combined,  give  to  the  period  of  our  history  now  entered  upon 
a  singular  complexity  ;  aud  the  invohition  and  evolution  of  the 
elements  of  strife  and  the  germs  of  advancement  render  the 
labor  of  the  historian,  onerous  enough  under  any  circumstuiiee?!, 
one  of  increasing  perplexity,  from  the  difheulty  of  penetrating 
the  diflguises  of  dogmatists,  and  detecting  truth  amidst  the  oon- 
llictuig  and  fluctuating  statements  of  those  whose  interests 
inclined  them  to  gloss  over  the  fiiults  which  they  wished  to 
conceal,  or  depreciate  the  virtues  which  they  were  unwilling  to 
acknowledge." 

The  part  taken  by  Sir  William  in  the  extraordinary  delusion 
which  overspread  the  country  at  the  date  of  his  arrival  has  been 
already  noticed ;  and  there  were  some  who  thought  he  had  yield- 
ed too  readily  to  popular  feeling,  and  shown  too  much  deference 

*  Both  Cooke  aiid  Oakes  were  cho*  *  Bven  the  statements  of  Hutch- 
ten  eoundUon  by  the  pcoule  m  1699  {  Iomni  must  be  taken  mm  frmno  salts, 
but  the  governor  refused  nis  absent  to  eHpecblly  in  those  parts  of  his  narm- 
Mr.  Cooke,  who,  when  in  England,  tive  in  which  he  wtia  personally  inter- 
had  opposed  his  apDointment  to  the  csted.  Without  doubt  he  designed 
chief  migiitnoy.  Uuteliiiiioilf  iL  69^  to  be  impartial,  nor  wa^  lie  pvombly 
70.  eoDidoiii  thftt  he      not  ao. 
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CHAP,  to  the  Opinions  of  the  clcrp:}\  But  if  chai'ity  jnantlos  the  fail- 
i"gs  of  his  aasoeiates,  the  lieni  of  that  mantle  should  Ujuch  the 

I8B2.  chief  magistrate,  who  was  guilty  of  no  greater  excesses  tlian 
many,  his  superiors  in  ability,  who  partook  of  his  error.^  His 
Tigilanoe  in  checkmg^  the  innnds  of  the  Iiidiao8»  who  were  niT* 
oging  the  eastern  settlements,  was  a  oommendable  feature  of 
his  administration.  It  was  at  his  instance^  likewise,  and  nnder 
his  inspection,  that  a  fort  was  built  at  Pemaquid,  as  a  barrier 
to  these  encroachments.^    And  the  leag^ue  which  he  formed 

1603.  with  the  Indians,  had  it  been  kept,  would  have  restored  peace 

a  19 

'  to  many  desolated  homes,  and  have  delivered  the  people  from 
that  state  of  alarm  in  which  they  were  inyolved  for  about 
twenty  year8.> 

The  difficulties  which  led  to  the  recall  of  Governor  Fhips 
originated  from  his  collision  with  Ifr.  Brenton,  of  Rhode  Ishmd, 
who  had  been  appointed  collector  for  the  port  of  Boston.'  A 

vessel  had  arrived  from  Bermudas,  laden  with  fustic,  which  was 
purchased  on  speculation  by  Colonel  Foster,  a  member  of  tho 
council  and  a  friend  to  tlie  ^'overnor.  From  an  alleged  infor- 
mality in  the  captain's  proceedings  both  vessel  and  goods  were 
seized  by  the  oollector;  and  npon  Foster's  complaint  to  the 
governor,  he,  from  his  commisaion  as  vice  admiral  claiming  the 
right  to  exercise  admiralfy  jurisdiction,  which  the  king  had 
reserved  to  himself  charged  the  collector  with  hanng  over- 
stepped the  bounds  of  his  office,  and  upon  his  refusal  to  release 
the  ship,  went  in  person  to  Uie  wharf  and  forced  him  to  yield.* 

*  Seedu^iL  '  Mather,  Life  of  Phips,  $  17  i 

*  On  die  fort  at  Pfemaquid,  me  Neel^  N.  E.  S43 ;  CbarleToix,  toL 

Niles's  Indian  War',  in  3  M,  II.  Coll.  ilL;  Hutchinson,  ii,  72  ;  I?oIknap's  X, 

vL  231 ;  Dummer'g  Defence,  2 ed.  H.  I  266 1  N.  H.  Hist  ColL  iL  23^ 

1721}  Mather,  Life  of  Phios,  §  17;  236.  • 

HutehinMm,  iL  68;  Neal's  N.  £.  ii.  *  This  was  before  the  establishment 

118;  Holme<«,  Am.  Ann.  i.  442  ;  Wil-  of  nifitnm  housM  in  the  jAintations  hy 

liams>on'K  Me.,  i.  635,  &c.  Masaachu-  act  of  ParliamenL  liutdiiiuiou,  ii.  74. 

netti  disliked  the  erection  of  this  fort  *  Mass.  Ree*!^  and  HuldlilllOll,  tt. 

Hutchinson,  ii.  68.  It  wa.^  called  Fort  74,  7d. 
William  Henry,  and  was  ^rnsoned 
mthOO: 
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There  had  been  a  misunderetandiug,  also,  between  the  governor  chap. 
aad  Captain  Short,  of  the  Nousuch  frigate,  which  ended  in  his 
caning  Short,  and  oommitting  him  to  prison.'   In  oonseqaence 
of  these  diiBcnlties  oomphunts  were  institoted  against  the  gov-  ^i^.^ 
enor,  and  he  was  ordered  to  Enghmd  to  answer  to  the  same.' 

The  prejudice  against  him  in  England  was  great ;  and  it  was 
not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  conduct  of  Dudley,  himself  anx* 
ioiLs  for  the  governorship,  who,  in  connection  with  Brenton, 
insf  itutni  suits  in  actioud  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  damages ; 
bat  by  the  intervention  of  Sir  flenrj  Ashhurst,  the  agent  of 
die  province,  Sir  William  was  bailed,  and  his  Mends  were  ante 
dpating  an  accommodation  of  his  aiEuts,  and  that  he  would  be 
permitted  to  retnm  to  resume  his  gOTemment,  when,  partly  hi 
eonseqnenoe  of  the  hmniliation  of  his  arrest,  a  fever  set  in  which  ^J*^ 
terminated  his  life.^ 

One  incident,  which  occurre<l  before  the  close  of  his  iidmin- 
istration,  merits  particular  notice.  In  the  choice  of  deputies  to 
the  General  Court,  it  had  been  customary  to  allow  the  country 
towns  the  privilege  of  dioosing  for  their  rq>resentatives  resi- 
dents of  Boston ;  bnt  this  year,  upon  a  motion  fbr  an  address  i9k 
to  the  king  against  the  removal  of  Phipe,  that  motion  was  car^ 
ried  by  a  bare  majority,  twenty-six  voting  for  it,  and  twenty- 
four  against  it.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  who  repre- 
sented the  country  towns  voted  against  the  addrea?  ;  whereupon 
the  friend??  of  Phips,  to  prevent  future  trouble,  inserted  a  clause 
in  a  bill  then  pending  requiring  residence  as  a  quaiiiication  for 

»  N.  En>?.  Ent's,  iv.  76,  quoted  by      •  Mather,  Life  of  Phips,  $  20  j 

Chabners,  MS.  PL  IL  j  Hutchinson,  Neal's  N.  Eng.  644,  54d ;  Uutcbio- 

&  75,  78^  and  78,  note.  Mather,  in  mo,  it  77, 81  Chalinen,  MS.  Pt  IL, 

hi*  Life  of  Pliips.  omits  to  notice  on  the  authority  of  7  Jour.  401,  and 

either  of  these  caseA,  periiAjM  because  4  N.  Eng.  Ent's*  95,  lays  Phipa  ar> 

he  fieU  tihat  the  conduet  oi  the  gov-  med  in  Ei^hnd  m  iBnnu^,  1695, 

croor  was  open  to  cea<nire.  but  before  his  case  could  be  inquired 

•  Mnther,  Life  of  Phips,  §  20.  Chal-  into  be  died.    The  caufle  of  his  death 

mors,  MS.  Pt.  II.,  says  Phips  was  in-  was  attributed  by  the  lords  justices  to 

fornud  of  tlu-  cliarge^  against  him  in  his  "mutt  of  e  ued  aalar>',  whidi  put 

Ft  hruarv,  MVJi,  aal  quotei  a.  Eng.  him  upon  impropermodee<tf  nipport* 

iuit's,  4,  92,  iog  himself  "I 
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OEAP.  town  TOpresentativeB.  The  change  tinis  introduced     ike  pre- 

roerative,  or  court  party,  for  merely  personal  end?,  was  highly 
1694.  inijK)rUint;  for,  by  requiring  towns  to  choose  one  of  their  own 
citizens  as  delegates  to  tlie  General  Court,  it  brought  the  ques- 
tions of  the  day  directly  to  their  doors,  and  compelled  them  to 
take  an  immediate  interest  in  political  disoasdonB.  By  this 
means  the  people  were  trained  to  inrestigate  constltotional 
principleB ;  and  from  the  eonntrf  towns  were  sent  to  Uie 
legislature  men  of  the  first  talents,  to  participate  In  its 
discussions,  and  in  the  exciting  events  which  afterwards 
occurred.' 

Upon  the  departure  of  Mr.  Phips,  the  care  of  the  ^vem- 
ment  devolved  upon  William  Stoughton,  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, who,  though  his  sympathies  were  with  the  court  party, 
enjoyed  in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the  people,  from  his 
snpposed  attachment  to  their  civil  and  religious  Interests.  A 
teae.  graduate  of  Harvard  College,*  employed  as  an  agent  for  the 
leTS.  colony  in  England,  and  interested  for  many  years  in  political  % 
affairs,  he  was  not  only  acquainted  with  tlie  views  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  but  knew  also  what  suited  the  temper  of  his 
countrymen.^  Pome,  indeed,  were  opposed  to  him,  because  of 
his  conduct  as  a  councillor  under  Andros,  and  because  of  his 
jwrticipation  in  the  persecutions  for  witchcraft;  yet,  on  the 
whole,  perhaps,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  found  one 
more  acceptable ;  and  hence  his  administration  was  oompara- 
tively  tranquil*  None  of  his  measures  awakened  jealousy ;  the 

'  Mass.  Rec'B ;  Hutchinson,  ii.  77,  Mr.  Stoughton  is  inclined  to  the 

7S  :  l  .vL'iPlt's  Orations,  495,  cd.  1H3<3.  Xonconfonnist  ministers,  yet  stands 

Douglass  iimnuates  that  this  step  was  rifjht   to   his  nuycsiy's*  interests." 

talu  n  at  the  instance  of  the  Mathers.  Hutch.  ColL  548.  Cotton  Mather,  in 

.Mr.  Stoujfhton  was  educatcfl  for  his  U-ttt-r  to  hin  father,  written  to  h- 

the  rainistrk,  iii  which  he  continued  vor  the  ap[)ointnient  of  Stoughton  to 

above  twenty  yeawj  but  "the  people  office,  mys,  "  Mr.  Stoughton  is  a  real 

judged  him  proper  to  take  liis  father's  friend  to  Xrw  "Fnfjl.iiul.and  willing  to 

uLice  as  a  maguitratc,"  and  the  rest  of  make  am'  amendment  for  the  m  scar- 

nist  life  was  devoted  to  politica.  Hutdi-  riages  of  the  late  government  I  wish 

inson,  ii.  118]  Qabc]^  Hbt:  H.  ColL  that  yovi  might  he  able  to  do  any  thing 

i.  1 72.  to  restore  him  to  the  fiivor  of  hisooim- 

'  liandolph,  in  1686,  said  of  him,  tr}.'*  Hutchinsoo,  L  365,  note. 
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affairs  of  the  goTernment  were  condacted  with  pradeace ;  and  chap. 
a  spirit  of  general  oontenlment  prevailed.  J^IL. 
Mr.  StoughtoQ  was  a  Puritan  of  the  commonweal^  mould.  UBL 

Of  a  phlcgiimtic  temperament;  rigidly  attached  to  the  Puritan 
creed ;  thoroughly  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  men  ;  knowing 
how  to  accommodate  himself  to  a  variety  of  circumstances,  yet 
saperior  to  all ;  he  was  one  who,  in  any  situation,  wa^^  calcu- 
lated to  succeed.  Prudently  deferring  to  the  counsels  of  others, 
that  they  might  share  the  responsibility  of  his  measures,  he 
rarely  acted  from  impulse,  but  always  from  the  maxims  of  a 
judicious  policy.  Possessing  none  of  the  softness  which 
springs  from  a  warm  heurt,  and  uninspired  b}'  the  influences  of 
domestic  life,  he  looked  ujx^n  men  from  hla  isolated  jiosition  as 
beings  to  be  governed  by  minds  of  a  superior  cast ;  and  if  he 
snooeeded  in  rulinc:  them,  it  was  by  humoring  their  prejudices, 
and  conciliating  the  favor  of  the  most  influential.  If  he  occa* 
donally  lost  the  confidence  of  the  community,  he  had  the 
address  to  recover  it  by  tbe  gravity  of  his  deportment,  and  by 
studiously  avoiding  all  that  might  offend.  Hence,  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  notwithstanding  there  were  some  whose  ITW. 
friendshij)  he  could  never  secure,  the  body  of  the  people  ro 
garded  liini  with  favor  ;  and  he  left  a«  few  enemies  as  any  ono 
who  had  taken  so  active  a  pai  t  in  the  government,  and  who 
had  passed  through  so  many  eventful  vicissitudes.' 

At  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Stoughton's  administration,  it 
was  not  expected  that  it  would  be  of  long  continuance ;  for,  if 
Governor  Phips  did  not  return,  it  was  supposed  that  a  new 
chief  magistrate  would  soon  be  appointed.  Joseph  Dudley,  a 
native  of  Massac Imsetts,  and  consj)ieuous  for  Im  zeal  in  tlio 
overthrow  of  the  old  charter,  asj)ired  to  this  oflRco  ;  and,  upon 
the  death  of  Phips,  he  solicited  for  it  with  strong  hopes  of 

'  For  an  ("lihorate  notice  of  Ston{»h-  before  hfs  doath  a  finildin^fpprw  reared 
ton,  set-  Quiiicy's  ll'wi,  H.  C.  i.  172-  at  his  cxijense,  which  took  the  name 
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CHAP,  success.  The  character  of  Mr.  Dudley  if?  one  of  that  class 
yjl^  whicii  it  is  difficult  to  portray,  because  the  anomalies  it  pre- 

IM,  Fcnt^  embarrass  the  judgment  in  forming  an  estimate  of  its 
Rulings  and  its  virtues.  That  he  ^ns  inordinately  ambition?, 
no  one  can  deny ;  and  that  he  was  not  ovei^Mirdened  with 
prindplei  his  whole  life  proves.  Yet^  from  the  graoefulness  of 
his  person  and  the  politeness  of  his  addrees,  he  possessed  in  a 
remarkable  degree  the  powerof  influencing  those  who  weresos- 
ccptible  to  flattery,  and  of  iiiijX).sing  upon  those  least  accjuainted 
with  his  true  disposition  ;  thoug;h  tlicrc  were  some  whom,  with 
all  the  "  uncommon  elegancies  and  charms  of  his  conversation,** 
he  was  unable  to  deceive.  It  is  often  tlie  case  with  such  men 
that  religion  is  need  ss  a  cloak  to  oonoeai  their  vices,  or  rather 
to  invest  Ihem  with  an  air  of  respectabOity ;  and  there  maj 
have  been,  with  Mr.  Dudley,  that  oonuningling  of  fervor  and 
respect  to  the  forms  of  godliness  often  witnessed  in  minds  of  a 
worldly  stamp,  while,  at  the  Fame  time,  judged  by  the  ptandard 
which  raises  spirit  above  forms,  he  may  have  been  lack  in?  in 
the  eonstituents  of  genuine  piety,  however  zealous  and  devoUii 
as  a  religionist^  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  tliat  he  was 
destitute  of  good  qnalitiee.  He  was  irugal  in  his  habits,  gen- 
tlemanly ui  his  manners,  accomplished  as  a  scholar,  and  talented 
as  a  lawyer ;  and  in  his  private  relations  he  was  affectionate  to 
his  children,  a&ble  to  his  servants,  and  agreeable  hd  his  ad- 
dress. Few  men  are  without  friends ;  and  Mr.  Dudley  had 
his,  wlio  clung  to  hinii  througli  life,  from  sympathy  or  policy. 
But  his  conduct  while  piesidtiit  of  the  colony  was  geneiudly 
condemned  ;  and  it  is  ap^ent,  from  his  course  when  Andros 
came  into  power,  that,  if  he  had  any  regard  for  hia  country,  he 
had  more  regard  for  himself;  that  his  patriotism  was  of  the 
questionable  kind  which  expends  itself  on  one  person ;  and 
that  it  was  not  so  absorbing  a  passion  as  to  prevent  him  from 

'  His  eulogist,  indeed,  says  of  him,    land,  and  was  himRoIf  a  worthy  patron 

*•  He  tntlyhnnorfHl  nnf!  Invrd  the  rcli-  and  example  of  them  aU."  '  Boiton 
gion,  learuing,  tuid  virtue  ui  iSew  Eag~   News  Leller,  2s  u.  bH-i. 
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kfving  the  cmmbe  from  the  royal  taUe*  He  wns  as  honest  as  chap. 
one  can  he  who  loves  himself  and  lovea  office  abo?e  all  tiiii^ 
eboi  and  Ujs  his  holocanst  on  the  shrine  of  ambition.^  mbb. 
Upon  the  OTertfarow  of  Andros,  Mr.  Dudley  was  one  irhom 

the  patriots  of  Boeton  seized  and  imprisoned.  The  result  of 
that  imprisonment  has  been  el«)where  noticed.  At  liis  release 
he  w<iH  (ommisj^ioned  cliief  justice  of  New  York,  and  held  that  11590. 
ofBcc  for  three  years,  when  he  retorned  to  England*  A  royal-  mk 
iai  at  heart,  his  sympathies  did  not  flow  in  the  same  channel 
as  those  of  the  &then  of  New  Enghind,  with  iHiom  resistance 
to  tTiants  was  obedtenoe  to  Ood.  Yet  his  sitnatlon  in  Bng* 
hod  was  &r  from  pleasant  He  was  distant  from  his  child- 
hood^ home ;  and,  with  all  his  ftnlts,  he  loved  Ae  spot  which 
had  cradled  his  iufaacy.'^  Had  Le  loved  the  institutions  of  liia 
country  as  well  as  its  soil ;  had  he  drank  in  the  free  spirit 
which  br^thcd  from  its  hills ;  had  he  idcntiticd  his  own  inter- 
ests with  the  interests  of  the  people,  he  would  have  been  emi- 
nenUy  fitted  to  have  adomed  the  highest  station ;  and  his 
aippointment  as  governor  wonld  have  been  welcomed  with  joy. 
BaX  he  soqght  office  ibr  the  power  it  oonferred,  and  for  tlie 
oonseqnenoe  it  gave  hhn.  Henee  he  vrasoonstantly  scheming 
to  secure  his  return  to  America,  and  to  secure  it  in  snch  a  way 
a.s  to  ^tify  his  pride.  "But  his  plans  were  not  iamiLdiatcly 
successful ;  for  Ashhurst,  an  1  ( '(  n-tantine  Phips,  the  agents  of 
the  province  in  England,  vigilant  to  defeat  his  appointment, 
drew  up  a  bill,  which  was  passed,  for  reversing  the  attainder 
of  Leialer,  the  fonner  governor  of  New  Yoris,  and  IftUbome^ 
bis  sonruhlaw,  who  had  been  barbaroinly  executed  with  the  lasL 

^  Mr.  Dudl^  seems  to  have  inher-  State  of  Neir  England,"  &c,  printed 

iled  s  kige  diwe  of  his  father's  tena-  at  Ix>ndon  in  1708,  and  reprinted  in 

city  of  purpose,  joined  to  an  innate  1721.    A  mric^us  corrr^pondcncc  be- 

Ende,  and  love  <rf  power,  which  led  tween  him  and  the  Mathers  may  be 

tm  toetteem  mowoigfalythe  notice  seen  in  1  M.  H.  Coll.  iii.  126-138, 

of  the  ^TPnt,  than  to  covet  a  place  in  which  fumiBhes  some  inngjil  into  tlM 

the  atfectioDs  of  the  humble.  See  the  character  of  both  partieo. 

punpUel  entitled  "The  DepbnUa  *  Hutdiinioii,ii.  114. 
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CHAP,  concurrence  of  Dudley. *   By  this  intervention  lie  fiiOed  to 

o1)(ain  tlie  jnroMM  iimcut  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  having  been 

1693.  ai)iiointed  lieutenant  j^overnor  of  the  Iple  of  Wight  bv  the 

interest  of  Lord  Cutt<i,  whose  friendship  he  had  secured,  he 

continued  to  hold  that  office  for  a  period  of  eight  yean,  and 

was  elected  a  member  of  the  Parliament  of  William.* 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont  was  the  next  most  prominent  caor 

169.5.  didate '  for  the  goyemorsbip ;  and  daring  the  summer  he 

received  the  appointment,  though  his  coramiseion  was  not  dated 

1697.  until  two  vcars  later,  nor  did  he  take  up  his  residence  in  tiie 
Jttli.l8.  .... 

country  until  tlie  year  following,  duriug  u  liit  li  time  the  adnun- 
istration  continued  iu  the  hands  of  Mr.  Stougiiton.^  Lord 
Bclhitnont  was  probably  indebted  for  Iiia  appointment  to  the 
&ct  that  he  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  competent  person  to 
enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  of  trade,  which  had  been  so 
much  neglected  that  the  seas  swarmed  with  buccaneers,  who,  in 
times  of  peace,  made  theur  depredations  upon  the  Spanish  ships 
and  settlements,  and  broi^ht  their  plunder  to  New  York  and 
other  ports.^  The  adventtiret*  of  Captain  Kid  give  an  air  of 
romance  to  the  proecedings  ot  thef>e  tVeeWootcM  S ;  and  the  treas- 
ures which  were  supposed  to  have  been  hidden  by  him  on  Long 
Island,  and  at  other  haunts,  gave  rise  to  many  Quixotic  enter> 
prises  to  search  for  concealed  riches,  conducted  with  the  mys- 
tery with  which  the  superstition  of  the  age  mvested  such 
deposits,  watched  as  they  were  by  spirits  of  darkness,  whom  it 
was  necessiary  to  drcumrent  by  meeting  at  midnight,  and  ob- 
serving the  ceremonies  requisite  on  such  occasions.* 

1  I.  Mather,  ui  1  M.  H.  ColL  Hi.      *  MS.  Continuation  of  Chatmen** 

127  :  >r  il)l<>  State  of  X.  Knj?.  p.  Polit.  AumU  :  Hutchinson,  ii.  «4,  96, 

a i  Uutchiiisoiu ii.  83, and  note;  Uon-  noteM,  and  lo;i;  Lodge'ii  VeeragB  of 

crofl*8  U.  S.  lit       Hildreth*R  U.  S.  IreLind,  i.  3!)(),  where  is  a  notice  of 

ii.  iHo.  Oil  tilt'  other  side  of  this  sul)-  tlieeiirl;  Smith's  X.  Y.  l.*>0,  ed.  1814; 

iect,  see  tlie  "  ModcHt  and  ImiKirtial  X.  Y.  Colon.  Doo'ts  Iv.  2Gr>-?73; 

Sarr.  of  several  Gmn-ancc*  and  Rnrat  Dunbm's  X.  York,  i.  229;  J  brake's 

OpnrcssionH  to  the  Inbab's  of  X.  Y.  Hist.  lioNton,  .OKJ,  ol7. 
under  Ln-lcr."  in  Lib.  MaM.  Uist.       *  Chilmers,  ]{.  \  .1;.  i.  2^0.  279. 
Soc,  »heh  a,  vol.  8,  tract  4.  •  Hutchinson,  iu  sis,  M,  loy-U3j 

»  Boston  Xews  Letter,  Xo.  834,  for  Dunlap'a  N.  York,  i.  231,  232. 
April  4-11, 1720  i  Hutchinson,  ii  1 14. 
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Finally,  the  new  governor  embarked  to  aasmne  the  duties  of  chap. 
bis  office ;  bat  as  his  oominisaion  included  New  York  as  well  ^J^^^^ 
as  MaB8achii8ett8v^  he  toodied  first  at  the  port  of  New  York,*  mi. 

1098. 

where  he  was  waited  upon  by  a  committee  from  MassachiiaettBi  Apr. 2. 
who  tendered  him  the  oongratalations  of  the  people  upon  his 

arrival.  During-  his  residence  in  thai  province,  he  was  fre- 
quently consul ((m1  by  the  magistrates  of  Mas-sacluisetts,  all 
matters  of  importance  were  communicated  to  him,  and  his 
ad?ice  and  direction  were  generally  followed ;  but  the  admin- 
istration of  the  government  continned  in  the  name  of  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  as  commander-in-chief.'  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  cordiality  with  which  Lord  Bellamont  was  welcomed 
by  the  Bay  Province  arose,  in  part,  from  the  joy  of  the  people 
in  escaping  from  the  rule  of  Dudley,  who  was  nearly  as  obnox- 
ion>  as  tlie  memorable  Ivirke.  Certain  it  is  that  the  new  jtov- 
ernor  was  so  desirous  to  conciliate  esteom,  that  lie  maintained 
a  constant  correspondeuco  with  Mr.  Cooke,  whose  election  as 
a  councillor  had  been  opposed  by  Governor  Phips,  but  allowed 
by  Mr.  Stonghton.  By  this  step  he  secured  the  codperation 
of  that  gentleman ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  bad  more  confidence 
In  Cooke  than  in  Stoughtoni  who  was  ever,  at  heart,  attached 
to  the  Dudley  party.* 

Before  the  arrival  of  Lord  Bellamont  iu  America,  a  step  was 
taken  by  the  English  /jfovernnient  pregnant  with  importance  in 

its  bcjirinirs  upon  the  colonies.    This  was  the  orijanization  of  ^}^, 
'  mmj  IS. 

a  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  consisting  of  a  president 
and  Beven  members,  known  as  the  "lords  of  trade"  who  suo- 
ceeded  to  the  authority  first  exercised  by  the  Council  for  Trade 
and  Foreign  Plantations,  and  afterwards  by  the  plantation 
oommittccs  of  the  privy  conncil.  This  board,  whose  powers 
were  somewliat  extensive,  continued  till  towards  the  close  of 

*  New  K(imp«hiie  vnm  likewiie  in*      '  Mshl  Ree*i,  and  HutchinMn,  u. 


*  N.  Y.  Colon.  Doc'ts,  iv.  302;      *  Hutchinaoo,  iu  103. 
Bunhn,  X.  Yoik,  i  229j  Hobies, 
Am.  Ann.  L  468. 
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CHAP,  the  American  revolution  to  exerci^  an  OTersight  of  the  affairs 
of  the  colonies ;  yet  as  it  had  neither  a  voice  in  the  delibera- 
lOOB.  tions  of  the  cabunet^  nor  aooesB  to  the  king,  and  was  often 
controlled  in  its  moYfrnents  hj  mterestod  putieB  without^  its 
conne  tended  to  involve  the  oolonies  in  ever-increasing  com- 
fbriott.'  ^ 

Gonenrrentlj  with  &e  eetabliriinient  of  this  board,  liie  laws 

of  trade  were  revived,  new  and  more  stringent  regulations 
were  adopted,  and,  to  effect  their  execution  in  the  most  thoi^ 
ongh  manner,  the  paramount  authority  of  Parliament  was 
asserted.  An  oath  was  likewise  imposed  on  the  governors  of 
tiie  several  provincee  obliging  them  to  enforoe  these  acts ;  aU 
Btatates  in  conflict  with  the  asme^  past  or  fhtnre^  were  dedared 
void ;  officers  of  the  revenue,  whose  nmnber  was  increased, 
were  invested  with  the  same  powers  possessed  by  the  like 
officers  in  England  ;  and  the  persevering  Randolph  was  in- 
trusted with  the  dutiea  of  surveyor  general,  as  a  reward  for 
his  loyalty.'' 

It  ib  surprising  that  the  statesmen  of  England  had  not  the 
wisdom  to  foresee  the  consequences  which  must  inevitably  result 
from  the  adoption  of  mob.  measures.  The  experience  of  the 
past  seems  to  have  been  lost  on  them.  How  could  they  expect 
tiiat  a  people  who  had  nnifonnly  resisted  encroachments  from 
abroad,  and  who  had  denied  in  the  most  express  terms  the 
right  of  Parliament  to  legislate  adversely  to  their  interests, 
should  now  quietly  acquiesce,  and  bow  their  necks  meekly  to 

*  Chalmers,  MS.  OonthtPolit.  Ann.  guardians  of  the  natioDal  interests,  as 

Ft  IL{  Andenoo,  Hirt.  Com.  ii.  6S2,  the  patromoftiie  colonies,  as  the  tup> 

623  ;  Chalmpr»,  Hevolt,  i  'Jf^O,  270  ;  porters  of  the  oommorcixl  s]i-?;tcm  of 

Grahnme,  L  561 ;  Diunmcr's  Defence,  iiiitain,  Uiough  their  success  hath  not 

44,  46 ;  New  York  Colon.  Doe'ts,  iil  been  alwap  equal  to  their  hitentiocw 

xiiL  et  wq. ;  Bancroft's  U.  S.  iiL  i04,  and  their  effort'*.  iMx-iust  thi  ir  power 

vr.  17 ;  IliJdreth's  U.  S.  ii  197.  Chal-  was  not  proportiouate  to  the  extent 

ment,  of  coursCt  appbuds  the  action  of  their  \nlL     Revolt,  iL  43. 
of  the  Board  of  Tlade,  for  he  tna  a      *  Omlmers,  M8.  Contin.  Political 

ple.idcr  nfTiinst  the  colonic.    Hence  Ann.  Pt.  II.,  and  lli  volt,  i.  272, 273 ; 

ne  says,  "  Of  this  respectable  commis-  Acts  7  and  8  ^\'.  and  M.  chap.  22 ; 

sion  i'thftB  ever  been  the  miRe  tint  Bancroft's  U.  S.  ill.  1(H,  105}  Hil' 

they  1mm  «zerCed  ^batuMnm  aa  the  dnth'a  U.  &  ii.  ie7»  m. 
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the  yoke  of  subjection,  without  ntt^ring  a  single  rcmonstnuioe)  chap. 
or  vitluNiteviiicuig  the  least  displeasoie?  Bat  the  experiment 
was  to  be  tried ;  and  it  had  been  resolred  to  enforce  Babmie-  umi 
aion,  cost  what  it  might.  H aflsaehneettB,  as  moal,  protested 
Against  the  acts  of  the  board ;  and  the  merchants  of  Boston  UV^ 
expressed  "  their  iadignation  at  tlie  acts  of  navigation,"  and 
insisted,  with  the  "spirit  of  pristine  times,"  that  "they  were 
as  much  Englishmen  as  those  in  England,  and  had  a  right, 
therefore,  to  all  the  privileges  which  the  people  of  England 
enjoyed."  ^ 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Bellamont  at  Boston,  he  was  ino^ 
raeeived  with  unasoal  respect*  Gondescending,  affable^  and 
eoarteons  in  hb  manners,  he  was  admirably  fitted  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  the  people.  If  he  was  flattered  by  the  attentions 

wliich  he  received,  he  had  the  good  sense  to  conceal  it,  and 
in  all  things  conducted  with  that  wise  moderation  winch 
marks  the  nmn  of  the  world,  acquainted  with  its  foibles,  and 
willing  to  humor  them  for  his  personal  benefit  "  We  should 
treat  these  gentlemen  well,  for  they  give  us  oor  bread,"  was 
his  kagoage  to  his  wife ;  *  and  he  acted  accordingly.  An 
Episcopalian  in  England,  he  was  enough  of  a  Oongrcgation- 
alist  in  America  to  attend  with  becoming  reverence  the  weekly 
lecture  at  Boston ;  and  if  he  professed  great  esteem  for  the 
clersry  of  the  metropolis,  it  was  becaiiRo  he  was  scnmblo  they 
had  the  oars  of  the  people.  The  prudent  flatters  whom  he 
wishes  to  win.^ 

In  consequence  of  this  temporizing  complaisance  of  the  goy- 
ersor,  he  became  generally  popular.  If  his  inclination  led 
him  to  ads  with  the  opposers  of  Dndlej,  his  pmdenoe  pre> 
Tented  him  iirom  neglecting  his  friends.  Hence  there  was 

'  Chalmers  Rerolt,  I  284.  31,  1699,  was  pnnlod  by  Bartholo- 

*  For  a  sketch  of  tlie  ceremonies  mew  Green,  on  a  small  folio  sheet  of 
en  this  occvion,  sec  Gmh'une,  iL  10;  four  pages,  Kilned  by  L  Mather,  for 
iUlen's  Bi<^.  Diet.  art.  BeOinglinil.  MdMelf  and  his  brethren ;  and  the 

*  Hulchin>tot),  ii.  107.  speech  nf  the  fjovemor,  rl  ited  Bilajr29^ 

*  The  address  of  the  ministcis  of  was  printed  by  the  some  house. 
BoitoB  to  hb  eieellmegr,  billed  Msj 

TOL.  n.  6 
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CRAP,  hamony  in  the  oooncils  of  the  province.   Everj  thing  moved 
^"•^  on  quietly  and  smootblj.  His  lordship,  indeed,  bad  the  teb- 
Mm.  ity  of  caste ;  and,  presnmlng  from  his  official  position  that  he 
was  entitled  to  lead  in  the  government^  and,  like  a  second 
Atlas,  bear  the  chief  harden  of  the  state,  he  concerned  himself 
directly  in  the  debates  of  the  court,  proposed  all  business,  and 
frequently  recommended  bills  which  he  wished  to  hare  passed. 
But  the  court  took  good  care  to  »taiid  upon  their  reserved  rights, 
and  refused,  in  some  cases,  to  pass  objectionable  bills,  on  the 
ground  that  "  they  were  too  mncb  cramped  in  their  liberties 
already,  and  they  would  be  great  fools  to  abridge,  by  a  law 
of  their  own,  the  little  that  was  left  them."^  Tet  all  was 
done  good  natnredly,  without  giving  ofifonoe;  and  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  popularity  of  his  excellency  that,  thouorh  but  a 
small  sum  had  been  assigned  for  the  support  of  former  gov- 
ernors, the  grants  of  the  General  Court,  during  his  stay  in 
the  province,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred 
pounds,  lawful  money  —  about  eight  thousand  dollars  of  the 
currency  of  the  United  States.' 
The  administration  of  Lord  Bellamont  was  exceedingly 
1700.  brief ;  for  the  year  after  his  arrival  he  left  for  New  York, 
iToSi.  where  he  died  In  the  following  March.'  By  this  event  the 
charge  of  the  government  again  devolved  upon  Mr.  Stough- 
ton ;  but  he  took  tlie  chair  with  great  reluctance.    His  ad- 
vanced age  and  declining  health  prompted  him  to  ?eek  for 
1701   ease  and  retirement ;  and  four  months  after  he,  too,  was  num- 
^"^^  ^  bered  with  the  dead.* 

Upon  the  receipt  in  England  of  the  intelligeiice  of  the  deatii 
of  Governor  Bellamont,  Mr.  Dudley  renewed  his  solicitations 
fbr  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  and  this  time  with  better 
success.  By  fair  promises  to  gentlemen  in  England  and 


*  Chalmers,  Revolt,  i.  283,  andMS.   4,  5 ;  IIutchiiMan,S.  109} 
Continuation  of  his  Polit.  Ann.  Beirolt,  i.  283. 

*  Mass.  Ilec*s  j  Collection  of  i^ro-  *  Hutchinson,  ii.  114;  Duniap's 
CMdinn  oT Oca.  Oouit,  ed.  1728^  m,  K.  York.  i.  243.  244. 
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America,  and  by  his  conduct  dariog  the  probationary  period  chap. 
which  bad  ekpeed  from  his  former  rqjectioDf  he  had  ingrati*  ^J}^ 
ated  himeelf  Into  &vor»  eepecially  with  the  dittcntiiig  clergy ;  1701. 
and  by  his  profeanons  of  piety  he  had  sacoeeded  in  enlisting 
ihe  sympathies  of  Cotton  Mather,  who  waived  all  objections 
to  his  appointment,  and  even  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  favor- 
ing his  cause.*    But  his  majesty  professed  an  unwilliaguests  to 
confirm  his  appointment  while  he  was  obnoxious  to  the  peo- 
ple. A  petition  was  accordingly  procured  from  several  of  tlie 
merchants  in  New  England,  and  others  then  resident  in  JUon* 
don ;  and  as  this  obviated  the  scruples  of  the  king,  his  com* 
passed  the  seals  a  few  months  before  the  death  of  the 


monarch,  and  was  renewed  by  Queen  Anne  upon  her  accesdon  1701-01 
to  the  throne.* 

Thus  Mr.  Dudley  reached  the  summit  of  his  ambition.  Ho 
would  he  the  iir-t  innn  in  ^fassachusott•?  rather  than  the  sec- 
ond iu  England.^  On  his  arrival,  he  was  received  with  cere-  .1702. 
nionious  respect  even  by  his  opponents.  Winthrop,  Cooke, 
Hntchioson,  Foster,  Addington,  Bnsaeil,  Phillips,  Brown,  Sar- 
gent, and  others  of  the  eonncil  which  imprisoned  him  in  1689, 
were  of  the  oonncil  at  his  return  in  1702.  They  had  no  desire 
to  remind  him  of  the  past ;  and  it  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
been  politic  for  them  to  have  done  so ;  but  he  had  not  forgot> 
ten  it,  and  this  they  soon  felt. 

At  the  tirsL  election,  when  the  list  of  councillors  was  pre-  170s. 
sented  for  confirmation,  the  names  of  five  were  stricken  from 
the  list.  Cooke,  Saigent,  Oakes,  Saffin,  and  Bradford,  were 
those  upon  whom  the  stroke  of  decapitation  fell ;  and,  how- 
em  acceptable  these  gentlemen  were  to  the  people,  it  was 
enongh  for  his  excellency  that  they  were  olijeetionahle  to 

*  Denlorahle  State  of  N.  &ig.,&c,  send  him  to  En^had  ai  tt^t.  in 

p.  0;  Hutchinson,  il.  114,  115,  and  hope  of  his  apnointm«nt  Hutohinr 

notes  i  1  M.  U.  ColL  iiL  128, 129.  aoo,  tL  120. 

■  Hntdumon,  H.  IIS,  lie.  The      *  HutdiiiHoii,  n.  The 

pr'v'  i  I  would  hive  preferred  Wait  Rtructinns  tr)  Mr.  Diulley  miy be  §880 

Wiuthrop  for  govenior,  and  TOlod  to  in  3  M.  U.  ColL  ix.  loL 


as 


ADXEHUnBAnOBT  OT  DUDLB7. 


CHAP,  bim.*  But  if  the  goTeraor,  instead  of  SqjaniU}  chose  to  Tib^ 
nus,  he  was  soon  made  sen^ble  that  he  was  not  onmipotent, 

17U2.  and  thuL,  if  he  was  capable  of  governing  without  a  prninpter, 
and  had  the  di^pomtion  of  offices  at  his  command,  he  could  not 
J«ly.  delegate  the  affections  of  the  people.    In  the  summer  of  1702, 
he  visited  the  eastward,  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  and 
^i70|^  Tiew  Fort  Pemaqaid ;  and  in  the  following  summer,  he  made 
'  a  second  Tieiti  and,  meeting  at  Casoo  delegates  from  the  Indian 
tribes,  confirmed  the  league  which  had  been  preTioosly  made 
with  them.    The  gentlemen  who  accompanied  him  on  these 
journeys  were  not  a])pointed  hy  the  court,  but  were  selected 
by  Mr.  Dudley  from  among  his  friends  ;  and,  as  he  had  been 
instructed  by  the  queen  to  insist  upon  the  rebuilding  of  the 
fort  at  Pemaqaid,  and  had  promised  to  effect  that  object,  at 
his  return  his  friends  reported  in  favor  of  that  measure,  and 
the  council  accepted  their  report ;  but  the  house  refused  oon- 
currcncc.^ 

IJOfi.  Two  years  later  the  question  was  again  lirouglit  before  the 
house ;  but  as  the  gOTernor  had  seen  fit  a  second  time,  not- 

170*.  withstanding  the  remonstrance  of  the  house,  to  r^ect  GooIlo 
and  Sawyer,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  council,  and  had 

170S,  now  nogatiyed  the  choice  of  Oakes  as  spealcer,  that  body, 
Indignant  at  his  interference,  was  in  no  mood  to  gratify  hJs 
wished,  and  refused  to  consent  either  to  rebuild  the  fort  at 
Pemaquid,  or  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  fort  at 
Piscataqua,  or  to  cFtnMisli  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  government — all  which  8ul|)ects  he  had  commended  to 
their  attention.' 

'  Mass.  Rcc*8  J  Hutchinson,  ii.  124  '  Mus.  Rcc's ;  Collpction  of  Pi^ 

-126;  Chalmens  Revolt,  i.  329}  3  ccedlngs  of  Gen.  Court,  ed.  1729,  pp. 

M.  H.  Coll.  vii.  230.  10-22  f  Hutchinson,  ii.  187-140} 

•  Mass.  Rro's ;  Collection  of  Pro-  ChiknerF,  Rewlt,  i.  329,  332.  Thi 

oeedings  of  Oi  1  Tn  irt,  cd.  1720,  pp.  house  refuned,  so  earlv  as  Juno  2.% 

9,  12»  16;  liutchiiUM>n,  il  124,  125  ]  1702,  to  settle  a  sabrV  upon  the  gov- 

Chihnera,  Itevolt,  i.  810, 828?  8  M.  (bUMticm  of  PtoOMdinn  of 

H.  Coll.  vl.  247 ;  AVniiiinson's  lU,  Qen.  Couit,  sd  1729,0.0. 
E  34}  M.  U.  Uist.  CoU.  iL  236. 
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Tbc  majority  of  the  people  bad  always  believed  that  the  chap. 
sympathies  of  Mr.  Dodlej  were  wholly  with  the  court  party ; 
•od  that  his  professioiiB  of  r^ard  for  the  liberties  of  America  \m. 
were  bat  a  Bpedons  pretenoe.  Cotton  Mather,  too,  who  had 
waived  his  objectioas  to  his  appointment,  bad  become  Btispi- 
c'lom  of  tlie  sincerity  of  his  professions  of  piety,  and  believed 
him  to  be  at  heart  as  arbitrary  as  ever,  and  as  readily  di^<p(jsed 
to  deeds  of  oppreesioD.*  And  there  was  much  in  his  own  con- 
duct, and  in  the  condoct  of  his  £Btmily,  which  justified  such 
snspidons.  '"This  country,"  wrote  Pad  Dudley,  the  son  of 
the  governor,  and  the  attorney-general  of  the  proyinoe,  in  a 
letter  to  a  ** dear  kinsman"  in  England, — **  this  country  will 
never  be  worth  living  in  for  lawyers  and  gentlemen,  till  the 
charter  is  taken  away.  My  father  and  I  sometimes  talk  of 
the  4ue€u\s  establishiniz  a  conrt  of  chancery  here.  1  have 
wrote  about  it  to  Mr.  Blathwayt."^ 

Is  it  surprising  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  supplant  one 
80  obnoxious,  and  that  a  man  of  inferior  abOi^  was  preferred 
in  his  stead?*  Complaints  of  *'Qnheard-of  corruptions  and  1707. 
oppressions,  and  unjust  and  partial  pi-aetiecs  "  were  instituted  ; 
pamphlets  were  published  in  London  charging  Mr.  Dudley  1708. 
with  "treasonable  correspondence^"  and  a  petition  was  for- 
warded to  the  queen,  signed  by  a  number  of  respectable 
dtizens,  professing  their  belief  in  the  truth  of  these  charges, 
and  requestiitg  his  remond.^  The  council  and  house,  indeed, 
apparently  non-concurred  in  this  petition,  and  declared  their 
belief  that  the  accusations  were  "scandalous  and  wicked,"  and 
that  they  were  "sensible  ol  his  indefiitigablc  care  and  protection 
of  her  meycsty 's  good  subjects  "  but  these  votes  were  alleged 

•  HutchiiMon,  il  136,  148,  notes)  •  Sir  Charles  Hobby  was  the  pei^ 

1  H.  H.  CotL  uL  129.  Chaliiien,Re-  Km  proptx^ ;  HutdunMHi,  B.  140. 

▼olt,  L  329,  ackiiDwItdges  that  Mr.  Grahame,  ii.  15,  Ifi,  thinks  the  pohti- 

D.  "  looked  to  Enfjlaiul  for  sujiiHirt."  clans  of  the  province  went  a  little  too 

'  Deplorable  State  of  N.  l.n<^.  pp.  fir  in  this  matter ;  but  he  may  not 

8,  y  ;  1*.  Dudiey'B  Or^fiinl  Lei  tor  to  luive  s<  en  all  the  evidence  in  the  case. 

W.  Wh  irton.  printed  at  London,  with  *  Dejilonihlo  St;\te  nf  N.  Eng.,  &C} 

some  Necci$(«arY  Queries ;  Hutchiiuon,  Hutchinson,  ii.  145,  note }  Chalmers, 

iLl40;  miLaapUe.  Bevok,L834. 
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CHAi'.  t  )  liiive  been  obtained  by  disgraceful  and  coercive  measures ; 
and  the  uncompromiisiug  Sewall,  satisfied  that  there  was  some* 

1707.  thing  wrong,  entered  his  dissent,  and  assigned  as  his  reasons 
that  the  vote  was  hastily  pushed  by  the  govemor,  who  was 
tiie  interested  party ;  that  the  charges  had  not  been  sufficiently 
inrestigated ;  and  that  the  censore  of  the  petitioners  might  be 
of  "iU  consequence  to  the  province  in  the  time  to  come,  by 
discouraging  persons  of  worth  and  probity  to  venture  in 
appearing  for  them,  though  the  necesj^ity  ahould  be  ever  so 
.  great"  ^  Mr.  Dudley,  however,  had  the  address  to  allay  the 
storm  which  would  have  oyerwhelmed  most  men ;  and  thoogh 
Hr.  Povey,the  lieutenant  goTcmor,  who  had  returned  to  Eng- 
land, wrote  him  that  he  must "  prepare  to  receiTe  the  news  of 
his  bong  soperseded,"  the  matter  was  not  further  prosecuted^ 
and  the  governor  escaped.' 

For  the  next  few  years,  the  war  with  tlie  French  so  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  the  people  that  their  political  tran- 
quillity was  but  litUe  disturbed.  The  party  opposed  to  the 

vm,  governor  still  pursued  in  England  their  schemes  for  his  remo- 
val ;  but  in  the  province^  by  the  policy  of  rejecting  his  oppo* 
nents  and  favoring  his  friends,  the  party  in  his  fiivor  was 
percept il>l>  strengthening.  Nut  that  there  was  in  reality  an 
increase  of  confidence  in  his  integrity  or  patriotism  ;  but 
many  were  wearied  witli  tlie  protracted  stiuggle,  and  those 
who  still  held  out  found  little  encouragement  at  homeland  less 
countenance  abroad.* 

^  Deplorable  State  of  N.  Eng.,  &c.,  ed  at  as  follows :  **  Besides  the  coresa- 

§  ii.  iii  •  Hutchinson,  iL  146,  147,  es  of  tiie  table,  trhidb  are  enough  to 

notes.    Com  p.  1  M.  H.  ColL  3,  131.  dazzle  an  honest  counti^man,  who 

Brown  and  Pain,  two  other  members  thinks  cwtv  body  mc:im  wluit  he 

of  the  council,  are  said  to  have  depre-  speaks,  Uil'  inthicnce  which  prtftr- 

catcd,  with  Sewall,  dM  ha^te  nith  mcnlt  and  rommm/or).«  have  upon  lit^ 

which  the  vote  was  passed  in  that  tie  men  is  inexpre>silile.     It  must 

bod)' ;  and  in  the  hou.se,  it  was  twice  needs  be  a  mortal  sin  to  disoblige  a 

negatiTed  by  a  majority  of  tihe  mem*  governor,  that  has  enabled  ft  tnan  to 

bers,  before  it  was  carried  throuj,'li.  coininaiid  a  wh'ile  rotintry  town,  and 

*  Deplorable  State  of  N.  Eng.,  &c ;  to  strut  among  his  neigh  l)or«  with  the 
Hutchinson,  ii.  147,  148,  and  notes.  illustrious  titles  o^  our  niiyor»  and  the 

*  Hie  methods  adopted  hj  Mr.  captain,  or  his  woKdup."  Depknbte 
Dudley  to  win  popular  wm  am  hmt-  State^  &a,  20. 
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The  change  in  the  muustry,  which  took  place  in  England  at  chap. 
this  time,  caused  some  excitement  in  MasaachiuettB,  and  ren-  ^^^^ 
dered  it  neceasarj  to  diooee  a  new  agent.  Sir  William  170a 
Aehhorst  was  first  appointed,  but  he  refiised  to  accept ;  npon 
which  Jeremiah  Dammer  was  chosen,  and  accepted.  Contrary 
to  tlio  expectation  of  his  constituents,  however,  the  new  agent 
devoted  liiniself  to  tlie  persons  in  power,  was  employed  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  in  some  secret  negotiations,  and  had  assurances  of 
promotion  to  a  phice  of  profit;  bat  the  death  of  the  qneen 
Uasted  his  hopes.  Li  the  meen  time^  Mr.  Dodley,  whose  rule 
It  was  to  gain  his  enenues,  for  be  was  sure  of  his  friends,^  soe- 
oeeded  in  removing  the  prejudices  of  Sir  William  Ashhurst, 
and  in  securing  his  favor ;  and  Mr.  Dummer  also  espoused  Iris 
cause.  Mr.  Phips,  the  old  agent,  had  for  some  time  been 
friendly  to  him,  and  the  governor  would  gladly  have  continued 
bim  in  office  had  he  been  acceptable  to  the  ministry ;  bat  as  he 
was  not,  he  was  obliged  to  consent  to  his  removal.  Thus  Mr. 
]>tidley  had  powerful  allies  in  England ;  and,  as  he  had  man- 
aged at  home  with  unusual  address,  he  felt  quite  secure  in  the 
position  he  held.' 

Tlie  latter  years  of  Mr.  Dudley's  administration  were  dis-  1710 
tiirbod  by  a  controvert  upon  the  currency  of  the  province.  17M. 
The  wars  with  France,  which  had  continued  for  a  period  of 
nearly  twenty  years,  had  not  only  burdened  England  with 
debt,  bat  had  impoverished  her  colonies,  and  weakened  their 
resources.  The  bills  of  credit,  issued  in  1G90,  bad  depreciated 
in  value ;  and  a  large  part  of  the  specie  in  eireulation  had  been 
drained  from  the  country  for  the  payment  of  its  debts.  This 
stringency  in  money  affiiirs  was  seriously  felt ;  and  merchants 
and  politicians  were  busily  employed  in  devising  schemes  to 
remedy  the  evil.  A  few  advocated  a  return  to  the  gold  and 
silver  currency,  the  only  sure  basis  of  value  in  their  esthna- 
tioD  J  othei-s  were  in  favor  of  the  formation  of  a  private  bank  ; 

t  HntofaiiiMXiiiL  17L  '  Hutcfaiman,  iL  1&9-171. 
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CHAP,  iuid  a  tliird  party  argued  for  the  establishuieut  of  a  public 
^^^^j^  bank.  A  majority  of  the  council  favored  the  public  bank  ;  but 
1710  the  house  was  divided  in  opinion,  the  infloenoe  of  the  Boston 
Uiff.  membere  and  others  from  the  conntry  rather  indining  them  to 
iayor  the  private  bank.  The  controverej  was  wide  spreadi  and 
the  whole  oommonity  was  agitated  by  it.  Towns,  parishes, 
and  families  took  j>iirt  in  the  diacussioii ;  and  for  a  long  time 
it  seemed  doubtful  which  way  it  would  be  decided.  The 
party  for  the  public  Lank  iiually  prevailed ;  and  a  loan  of  iif^ 
thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  agreed  to  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court»  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  trusteesi  and 
loaned  for  five  years,  at  five  per  cent  interest,  one  fifth  of  the 
principal  to  bo  paid  in  yearly.^  This  dispodtion  of  the  ques- 
tion was  far  from  satisfying  all.  If  it  diruinished  the  number 
of  the  friends  of  the  private  bank,  it  increased  their  zeal ;  and 
the  resentment  which  defeat  awakened  was  not  Oiily  lastiog, 
but  it  seriously  affected  the  politics  of  the  country. 

The  dose  of  Mr.  Dudley's  admmistration  was  more  quiet 
than  might  have  been  anticipated.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
1714.^  queen,  and  the  accession  of  George  I.,  of  the  house  of  Hanover,* 
it  wad  expected  that  lie  would  Ijc  displaced,  aii<l  a  new  gov- 
ernor appointed ;  and  ho  seeius  to  have  prepared  himself  to 
submit  with  composure.  Some  change  had  taken  place  in 
public  feeling  towards  him ;  and  many,  who  had  been  Ids 
greatest  opposers,  had  been  won  to  his  interests.  His  friends, 
therefi>re,  were  in  the  ascendant^  and  would  have  probably 
acquiesced  in  the  continuance  of  his  government.  As  if,  too, 
to  do  ail  in  his  power  to  conciliate,  he  had  consented  to  con- 

'  Pronnce  I^aws,  ed.  1726 ;  Hutch-  for  hk  excellency  the  govemor,  and 

inson,  ii.  187-190.  council,  with  a  irnsal  many  other  gen- 

•  See  Boston  News  Letter,  Nos.  tlemen,  at  his  houw*  in  Hanover  St., 

644,  545.    "  On  Thursday  evening,  where  were  drank  his  majesty's  health, 

September  2$,^  says  thia  document,  the  prince,  royal  family,  &c,  tlic  houne 

(No.  545,)  "  Mr.  Jonathan  Belcher,  a  being  all  over  ven  fiiu  ly  illuminated." 

gentleman  who  had  been  twice  at  the  Mr.  Belcher,  wiiose  adverUfieowoti 

ooiirt  of  Hanover,  on  the  ooeanoii  ot  often  ajipear  in  the  News  Letter,  wwa 

hii  majea^         George's  accession,  cIimIct  in  hardware,  and  he  was  afts^ 

made  %  veiy  if&ndid  entertaimneat  wards  (pyaam  c£  the  pcorinoe. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEATH  OF  MB.  DUDLET 


n 


firm  the  election  of  Mr.  Cooke,  whom  he  had  80  often  ncga-  chap. 
tived.   Ago  was  likewise  creeping  upon  hira ;  he  was  close  ^J}^ 
apon  the  boimds  of  threescore  and  lea ;  and  few  are  ao  indif-  vju, 
ferent  to  what  may  be  ihooght  of  them  after  thejr  are  dead,  as 
not  to  deaire  to  be  remembered  with  kindnesa.^  Hence  his  laat 
days  were  his  best ;  and  wlion  he  vacated  his  office,  and  went  Not. 
to  his  rest,  thoui^h  he  left  Ix'hind  iiiany  who  could  iiciiher  for-  1720. 
get  hia  oppressions  nor  forgive  his  miscomluct,  he  left  also 
many  who  preeeryed  their  affectioa  for  hia  family  and  poster- 
ity, and  who  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  general  respect.  Hia 
iullB  were  the  faults  of  an  ambitions  mind.  He  can  hardly 
be  ranked  among  the  champions  of  liberty,  and  wias  fiur  more 
a  lover  of  royalty  than  of  freedom.' 

'  See  his  letter  written  in  1716,af-  The  scholar,  the  divine,  the  philoso- 

ter  tho  appointment  of  Shttte^ia  4M.  pher,  and  the  law}-er  all  met  m  huB. 

H.  Coll.  li.  3ns.  He  wTis  visiMy  formed  for  govem- 

'  The  eulogist  of  Governor  Diulley  meat ;  and  imdcr  his  aihninii^tratioo, 

myw  of  htm,  ■*  He  mat  »  man  of  me  bjr  tiie  blenukg  of  Almighty  Ood,  we 

endowment*  and  ghiiiin*;  afcDmpli^h-  enjoyed  great   quietness,  and  were 

ment^ ;  a  idngubr  honor  to  his  coun-  safely  steered  through  a  Ioii«;  and  dif- 

try,  aod  in  many  respects  the  glory  of  ficult  French  and  Indian  war.  '  Boe- 

k»  He  ma  earl^  its  darling,  almiyt  ton  Nem  Letter,  Na  884. 
ttaonuBcntyandni  hie  ege  ite  cnmiL 


OHAPTEK  IV. 

DIFFICULTIES  WITH  THS  7BSNCH. 

CHAP.  Fbancb  and  England  were  earif  oompetiton  in  the  Ameri* 
^..^^can  aeaa.  Their  hereditary  hatred,  which  had  existed  for 
centuries,  had  been  deepened  and  intensified  by  repeated  col- 
lisions ;  and  ii])f)n  tlie  discovery  of  the  new  world  eacb  claimed 
a  j^ortiou  of  iti  territorv,  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  conntry, 
and  attempted  its  colonization.  Ditferences  of  religion  in- 
creased their  animosity.  Catholic  France  denounced  England 
as  heretic  and  apostate.  Protestant  England  retorted  the 
ecclesiastical  anathemas  of  its  neighbor.  The  nations  were 
flo  opposite  in  their  language  and  habits,  their  philosophy  and 
govciiiiiient,  their  opinions  and  customs,  that  no  very  friendly 
feelinL''s  could  l)e  e.\pect<'(l  to  snl)sist  between  them.  They 
were  rivals  in  the  old  world,  and  rivals  in  the  new  ;  rivals  in 
the  East  Indies,  and  rivals  in  the  West ;  riyals  in  Africa,  and 
riTala  in  Europe ;  rivals  in  politics,  in  commerce,  and  the  arts ; 
rivals  in  ambition  for  conquest  and  supremacy.  Eadi  sought 
its  own  aggrandizement  at  the  expense  of  the  other ;  each 
claimed  to  Ix;  suj)erior  to  the  other  in  the  elements  of  national 
glory  and  the  appliances  of  national  stren^lli.  The  gayety 
of  tiie  former  was  in  contrast  with  the  gravity  and  sobrie^ 
of  the  letter.  The  impetuosity  of  the  one  was  the  counterpart 
to  the  coolness  and  cautiousness  of  the  other.  Tune,  instead 
of  softening,  had  hardened  their  prejudices ;  and  for  a  century 
and  a  half  from  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  first 
1603  French  colony  at  the  north,  the  two  nations,  with  but  slight 
1763.  interruptions,  were  constantly  in  the  attitude  of  opposition 
and  defiance.  ^^^^ 
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England,  without  doubt,  preceded  France  in  the  career  of  chap. 
diseoTeiy ;  and  the  Tojage  of  the  Oabots  gare  to  the  former  ,J3^ 
her  chums  to  the  regions  visited  hj  th^  yessels.  Bot  the  1107. 
interval  which  elapsed  between  the  voyage  of  the  Cabots  and 

the  cailicst  authenticated  voyage  of  the  French  was  exceedin^^ly  1504. 
brief;  and  th«>  two  nations,  if  not  contemporaries,  were  equals 
iu  the  race  —  neither  being  able  to  boast  of  any  great  advaa> 
tage  over  the  other,  and  neither,  at  the  opening  of  the  sev* 
cnteenth  centniy,  being  able  to  point  to  any  permanent  settle-  uoi 
ment  northward  of  forty  dei^tees  as  the  firiiit  of  its  enterprise. 
Hatched  quite  evenly  in  maritime  skill,  it  was  not  nntil  near 
the  close  of  the  reij^n  of  Elizabeth  that  the  scale  turned  in 
favor  of  England.    Yet  under  James  I.  the  balance  of  power 
couhl  hardly  be  said  to  incline  very  strongly  towards  England ; 
and  France,  imdaimted  by  the  prowess  of  her  rival,  continoed, 
with  indomitable  courage,  to  prosecute  her  plans ;  succeeded, 
eren  before  England,  in  settling  a  colony  to  the  north  ;  and 
the  foundations  of  Quebec  were  laid  before  the  lauding  of  the  1620. 
Pilirrims,  and  Ix^fore  the  settk-Aiieiit  of  Boston.  1630. 

In  consequence  of  this  rivalry  of  England  and  France,  the 
oelonieB  at  the  north  were  early  involved  in  diffictdties  and 
contentions ;  and  these  difficnlties  increased  as  the  conflict  of 
mteresis  brought  them  into  collision.  Hence  before  the  con- 
federacy of  1643,  apprehensions  of  hostilities  were  entertained  16824S. 
iii  ^la-^m-huDctts  ;  and  from  that  date  to  the  nnion  of  the  col- 
onies of  Plymouth  and  MasRachnsetts,  these  apprehensions  1692. 
oontinaed  to  disturb  tlic  poo^ile,  and  resulted,  at  length,  in  vig- 
orous action  on  the  part  of  the  English  to  uproot  their  rivals, 
sad  drive  them  from  their  posBSSsions* 

If  New  Enghmd  was  the  "key  of  America,"^  New  France 
might,  with  equal  propriety,  claim  to  be  the  lock ;  for  Canada, 
with  the  chain  of  fresh  water  lakes  bordering  ujion  its  tt-rri- 
tory,  opened  a  communication  witli  the  distant  west ;  and  the 
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CHAP.  Jesuit  missionaries,  2iliirqucttc,  Jolict,  Lu  Salle,  and  TTonnepin, 
^^i^i^  exjilorationp  on  tlic  ^lissif^ippi,  the  '*  Father  of  Waters,'* 

1673-08.  brought  the  vast  region  watered  by  tliat  stream  and  its  tiibu- 
taries  under  the  dominion  of  the  Boorboos,  and  backed  all 
Britiah  America  with  a  oordoii  of  militaiy  posts,  hoverii^  apon 
the  outskirts  of  Ihe  northern  settlemoitB  with  their  saTage 
allies,  greatly  to  the  alarm  of  the  English,  who  were  exposed 
to  tl;eir  depredations,  and  from  whose  incursiona  they  rould 
defend  themselves  only  by  an  exjieuditure  of  money  and  strength 
%vhich  impoverished  them  in  thtfir  weakness  and  imperilled 
their  safely. 

Behold,  then,  the  two  nations,  rivals  for  centuries,  upon  the 
eve  of  a  fresh  struggle  upon  the  new  field  of  action.  Acadia 

1629.  and  Canada  were  wrested  from  the  French  before  the  settle- 
1632.  ment  of  Boston,  but  were  restored  by  the  treaty  of  St  Ger- 
1654.  main.*    Acadia  was  again  conquered  under  the  commonwealth, 
1660.  but  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  was  subsequently  restored.^  Under 
1606.  Charles  II.  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  a  second  time  at- 
tempted ;  bnt  the  diffiealttes  o(  the  enterprise  prevented  its 
1688.  success.*  Again,  under  James  11.,  a  third  attempt  for  its 
con(}uest  was  made,  but  witli  a  like  want  of  success."*  The 
accession  of  William  of  Orange  to  the  English  throne  was 
16S9.  the  signal  for  a  new  war  witii  France,  growing  out  of  a 
"root  of  enmity,"  which  Marlborough  described  a.s  "irreoonr 
cikble  to  the  govetnment  and  the  religion"  of  Great  Britr 
ain ; '  and  on  the  occurrence  of  this  war,  a  fourth  expeditloii 
to  Canada  was  projected,  which  was  attended  with  important 
results. 

*  Haxard,  i.  285-287  ;  Charleroix,  12,  3d  ed. ;  Importance  of  Ca^  Bre- 
vol  HL I  Importance  of  Cape  Breton,  ton,  &c,  p.  17 ;  3  M.  H.  Coll.  i.  233 1 
&c,  15,  16 ;  3  M.  H.  Coll.  1.  232.  and  Haiiburton's  N.  S.  i. ;  TU  ginninfr,  Pmj»- 
vL  21u  i  lialiburton's  Nova  iScotia,   rcRs,  &c.,  of  Late  War,  Lond.  1770, 

I;  WQ]kiiuMi*»  McL  voL  L :   4to.,  p.  4 ;  WUfiamson't  Me.  L;  N. 
BancxoftTi  U.  S.  L  335;  HiUictii,  li.  Hist.  CoU.  L  63. 
toL  L  *  2  M.  H.  Coll.  viii.  100. 

•  Pakiret,  Conciee  Description,  p.      *  Bancroft's  U.  S.  ii.  422. 
18»  ed.  1765}  Hema.  LmI        p.     *  Bucnft*!  U.  &  iiL  175. 
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The  aetflen  of  New  EngUuidy  as  PiroteBtaBtB,  liad,  for  a  long  chap. 
time,  viewed  witih  jealonsf  the  ihridious  advances  of  their  _J3^ 
Catholic  neighbors  at  the  north  and  at  the  wei?t.    In  point  of  leoo. 

popalation,  indeed,  the  English  outnumbered  tlic  Freuch  at 
least  tcQ  to  one*  It  was  not,  therefore,  in  this  respect  that 
their  power  was  dreaded.  They  were  more  formidable  from 
their  influence  over  the  Indians  within  their  borders.  Their 
■iMonaries^  with  a  seal  which  has  been  highly  applauded,  had 
planted  the  croas  in  every  village,  and  had  scores  of  converts 
in  every  tribe  ;^  yet,  with  the  craft  and  duplicity  which  distin- 
guished the  Jcsuita,  instead  of  seeking  to  allay  the  brutal 
fi^rocity  of  the  savages,  they  had  instilled  into  them  tlieir  own 
hatred  of  the  English  and  their  religion.  The  natural  aversion 
of  the  tribes  to  the  progress  of  the  white  race  fiualitated  their 
plans ;  and  no  mass  so  vast  and  so  oombnstible  ever  waited 
kmg  for  a  spark  to  inflame  it  As  rivals  in  the  far  trade,  and 
rivak  in  the  fisheries,  collisions  had  frequently  arisen  ;  and  the 
ftre^  of  discord  were  amoulderiug  in  New  England,  and  in 
Acadia  and  Canada. 

In  one  respect,  the  diflisrence  in  the  condition  of  the  colonies 
was  of  striking  signiflcaaoe.  The  colonies  of  tiie  French  were 
planted  by  the  crown,  and  were  founded  and  fostered  for  the 
extension  of  its  donumons,  and  the  increase  of  its  commeree. 
Their  dependence  upon  the  parent  ^tatc  was  direct  and  inimo- 
diate ;  and  their  connection  with  the  propat^ation  of  the  Cath- 
olic fiiith  was  open  and  avowed.   These  colonies  were  parte 

'  Bndstrpet,  in  3  M.  H.  Coll.  vUi.  '  Pnrkman,  Cr>n<5]3imcy  of  Poiitiac, 

S34,  computes  the  population  of  New  49,  says,  "  The  2ealoua  Cithers  reckon- 

¥nim  m  1680  at  SOOO  mm.   Hidi-  ed  the  number  of  oooTerrioiw  by 

iMirti!!,  N.  S.  i.  R**,  estim  itcs  it,  in  number  of  bapti'^m^ ;  and,  ih  Lc  ricrcq 

l6iW,  at  5815  Rouls.    But  Bancroft,  obscn'&s  with  no  less  truth  than  con- 

V.  S.  ill.  177,  estimites  it,  in  1688,  at  dor,  an  Indian  would  be  baptized  ten 

11,249  persons.    The  tract  entitled  times  a  day  for  a  jMnt  of  brandy  or  a 

"The  Imjjortince  of  Cape  Breton,"  pound  of  tobacco."    Bancroft,  U.  8. 

&C.,  published  in  1746,  p.  102,  con-  lii.  c.  20,  gives  a  characteristically 

taiot  extracts  from  a  letter  of  M.  Vau-  glowing  dc^icription  of  the  progress  of 

dreuil,  e'>tinntlnf»  the  ooldiers  of  Xf>w  the  Jt-sui!  mi  >io!is,  eqmllrnf;  in  fer- 

Fnnce,  in  17 14,  at  4480.   6«e  also  vor  the  accouuts  ol'  th£  Jesuits  tbem- 

Chnfaroiz,  IT.  150.  m^vm. 
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CHAP,  of  the  dominion  of  France,  controlled  by  the  government,  and 
subject  to  its  dwrces.    The  colonies  of  the  English  wer«  more 

iflBO.  independent  fistabliBhed  for  religion's  sake^thejr  were  fonnded 
by  tiie  people ;  and  the  ehortera,  which  were  the  sanction  of 
ihcir  authority,  were  tlie  chief  bond  of  union  between  then 
and  the  parent  state.  They  looked  less  abroad  for  aid,  and 
relied  more  upon  their  own  resources.  Li\nnq:  within  them- 
selves, and  shaping  tlieir  own  destiny  in  a  measure,  it  was 
always  with  reluctance  that  they  submitted  to  interference  in 
their  afiairs ;  and  np  to  this  date  they  had  gone  on,  with  very 
little  help  from  England,  settling  their  own  disputes  and  fight- 
ing their  own  battles. 

The  offer  of  colonial  neutrality  made  l)y  France  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  war  being-  rejected  by  England,  tl»e  projix^t  of  the 
invasion  of  Acadia  and  Canada  was  conceived  by  Massachu- 
setts ;  and,  in  the  winter  of  the  same  year  that  Androe  was 

1689.  oTortbrown,  the  General  Court,  ins{^red  with  daaaiing  dreams 
of  conquest,  meditated  an  attack  upon  Port  Royal  and  Quebec. 
Sir  William  Phip.^,  afterwards  governor  of  the  province,  and 
a  native  of  Pemaquid,  had  recently  arrived  in  the  couniry 
under  his  appointment  as  high  sheriff  for  New  England;  and, 
as  he  was  an  experienced  seaman,  iho  command  of  the  colonial 
forces  was  intrusted  to  his  care.  Eight  small  vessels  and 
seven  or  eight  hundred  men  constituted  the  armament  sent  to 

1690.  Port  Royal ;  and  sailing  from  Boston  early  in  the  spring,  in 
Mayio!  a^^out  two  weeks  he  reached  his  destination ;  the  fort  surren- 
dered witli  i)ui  liule  resistance,  yieldinL'  plunder  sufficient  to 
pay  ex])ensc8 ;  Sir  William  took  pos.<»ession  of  the  whole  sea 
coast  from  Port  Royal  to  New  England ;  ^  and  throe  weeks 

UMf9k  Iftter  he  returned  to  Boston. 

The  success  of  this  enterprise  encouraged  the  prosecution  of 
the  design  upon  Canada ;  and  the  expedition  was  hastened 

*  MS.  Continuation  of  Chahnen'a  N.  Y.  Colon.  Doc'ta,  iii.  720,  and  iz. 
PoUl  Ann.  PL  IL }  Mather,  lift  of  474,  475 1  WIUimiimd's  Ifa.  L  69& 
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hy  the  horrible  raT&ges  of  the  Indiana  and  French  upon  fhe  chap. 
frontier  settlemente,  end  by  tiie  desire  of  the  coloniBts  to^  com- 
mend  ihemselvea  to  tiie  fiivor  of  fhe  king,  from  whom  they 

were  expecting  a  renewal  of  their  charter.  So  early  as  April/  1690. 
a  small  vessel  Imd  been  sent  to  England  with  despatches  in- 
forming his  majci^ty  of  the  proposed  expedition  to  Port  Royal, 
and  of  the  contemplated  invasion  of  Canada»  shonld  it  meet  his 
approval,  and  praying  for  a  supply  of  anns  and  ammunition, 
and  a  number  of  the  king's  frigates  to  attack  the  French  by 
sea,  while  the  forces  of  the  colony  attacked  them  by  land. 
Engrossed  by  the  war  in  Ireland,  however,*  the  circurastonces 
of  the  mother  country  were  siu  li  that  the  requefst  cowl  1  not  be 
complied  with ;  and  Massachusetts,  forming  an  immediate  alliance 
with  Connecticnt  and  Now  York,  at  a  "congress''  held  in  the  Mafh 
tetter  colony  determined  to  proceed  on  her  own  responsibility, 
and,  while  a  land  anny  of  eight  hundred  men  was  to  march  by 
Lake  Champlain  to  attack  Montreal,  her  forces,  consnsting  of 
upwards  of  thirty  vessels,  and  about  two  thousand  men,  were 
to  fall  upon  Quebec.' 

It  was  late  in  the  seuvson  when  this  fleet  sailed  from  Nantas-  Aug.  9. 
ket>  and  contrary  winds  delayed  its  progress,  so  that  it  did  not 
reach  Quebec  until  the  opening  of  autumn.  Intelligence  of  the  Ovtc 
proceedings  of  the  troops  from  Connecticut  and  New  York 
bad,  in  the  mean  time,  reached  Montreal ;  and  the  aged  Pron- 
tenac,  bring:  informed  by  La  Pla(iiio,  an  Indian  ruimer,  that  the 
Iroquois,  the  enomi^  of  the  Frnich,  were  busy  in  constructing 
canoes  on  Lake  George,  prepared,  without  a  moment's  delay, 
for  the  defence  of  the  place ;  and  placing  the  hatchet  in  the 
bands  of  La  Plaque,  and  graeping  in  his  own  hands  the  death* 

'  MS.  Tetter  of  Govcmar  Bndp  the  MS.  ConU'nuatioii  cf  GbahmA 

rtreet  to  Ix)rd  Shrewsbun'.  PoHf.  Ann.  Ft.  II. 

'  On  the  30th  of  May,  Cooke  and      '  MS.  Continuation  of  Qmlmers'a 

OAm  requefited  of  the  committee  of  Polit.  Ann.    Mather,  Life  of  Phipa, 

pl  li  t.  1  lions  that  a  vessel  should  be  5  11,  and  Dummcr,  Defence,  30,  '^ly 

•eni,  6cc,    3  N.  Eng.  Ent's,  in  the  the  kind  expedition  consisted  of  1000 

riiUe  paper  oSoe^  bimd.  6»  quoted  m  £nglii»Ii,  from  New  Yoik  and  Cooiieo- 

tiont^  Hid  1000  Lidnn. 
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CHAP,  dealing  tomaliuwk,  ho  chanted  the  war  song  and  danced  the 
dance  as  a  pledge  of  cooperation  in  repelling  the  invaders.' 

MBO.  But  the  alarm  was  premature ;  for,  by  disBensions  amoDg  the 
English,  which  ended  ia  mutual  recrimiDationfi,  and  other  di» 
appointments  which  p:u  a1  yzed  their  strength,  the  land  forces 
retreated,  and  fell  back  to  AlV)any.  Had  it  not  been  for  this 
discomfiture,  or  had  the  fleet  under  Phips  arrived  three  days 
earlier,  the  fate  of  Quebec  would  have  been  sealed.  But  the 
failure  of  the  land  expedition  gave  Frontenac  time  to  rally ; 

OtLi,  and,  hastening  to  the  post  of  honor  at  the  Castle  of  St.  Lonis^ 
faj  his  orders  M.  de  Ramsey  and  M.  de  Calli&ros  mustered  the 
militia  of  Three  Rivers  and  the  adjoining  settlements,  and 
marched  to  rcenforce  him  with  all  p<3ssiblc  despatch. 

Major  Provost,  the  commandant  at  Qiiet»ec,  had  previou?!y 
prepared  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  i^o  that  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  works,  and  render  them  more  tenable.  A 
parly  under  M.  de  Longueuil  was  accordingly  sent  down  the 
river  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  English,  and  prevent  thdr 
landing ;  two  canoes  were  despatched  by  the  Isle  of  Orleans 
to  peek  for  the  supply  ships  which  were  daily  expected  from 
Fi  unce ;  and  the  .soldiers  and  militia  were  employed  on  the 
fortifications.  The  castle  itself  was,  by  its  natural  position, 
almost  impTi^nable ;  but  for  further  security,  lines  of  palisades^ 
armed  with  small  batteries,  were  formed  round  the  crown  of 
the  lo%  headland  environing  the  town ;  the  gates  were  barri- 
caded with  beams  of  timber,  of  massive  size,  and  casks  filled 
with  earth  ;  cannon  were  mounted  at  every  advantageous  posi- 
tion ;  and  a  larc;n  windmill  of  solid  maM>niy  was  filled  up  as 
a  cavalier.  The  lower  town  was  protected  by  two  batteries, 
each  of  three  guns ;  and  the  streets  leading  up  the  steep,  rocky 
&ce  of  the  height  were  embarrassed  with  intrenchments  and 
rows  of  chevaux-de-frise.  With  these  arrangements  completed, 
Frontenac  awaited  the  approach  of  the  fleet' 

■  Charlevoix,  iiL  87  { ILT.Gb]mi.     *  N.T.Oolon.D«^is.456.48i 
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At  daylight  oa  the  fifth  of  October  the  white  sails  of  the  chap. 
Ei^lish  ships  were  descried  roondbg  the  headland  of  Pomt  Levi^ 
and  crowding  to  the  noriheni  shore  of  flie  river  near  the  Til-  looo. 
lage  of  Beanport.  At  ten  o'clock  thejr  dropped  andior,  lowered 

their  canvas,  and  swung  rnund  with  the  tide.  In  tliia  position 
tiiey  remained  until  the  following  mormnw-,  when  Sir  William 
Phips,  the  oommander-iu-chie^  despatched  a  meBaenger  with  a 
snmmonB  to  the  French  general  imperiously  demanding  an  on* 
conditional  surrender  in  the  name  of  King  WiUiam,  "  Tour 
answer  positive  in  an  hour,  by  your  own  trumpet,  with  tiie 
return  of  snne,"  were  the  closing  words  of  the  sommonSi  **ib 
required  upon  the  peril  that  will  ensue."* 

The  officer  who  bore  this  summons  was  led  blindfold  through 
the  town,  and,  on  reaching  the  castle,  was  usheied  into  the 
presence  of  the  aged  Frontenac,  who  was  surroonded  by  the 
Jesuit  bishop,  the  inteadant,  and  the  military  oflBoers  compoabg 
his  oovncil.  "  Bead  yonr  meBsage,"  was  his  directicm  to  the 
envoy.  It  was  read ;  and  at  its  conclasion  the  English  officer, 
taking  out  his  watch,'^  added,  "  It  is  now  ten ;  I  await  your 
answer  for  one  hour."  A  burst  of  indijrnation  greeted  the 
dose  of  this  speech ;  and  Frontenac,  with  ditlieulty  suppressing 
Ills  own  rage,  exclaimed,  I  know  not  King  William ;  bat  I 
know  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  a  nsurper,  who  has  violated 
tiie  most  sacred  rights  of  blood  and  religion.  He  has  de- 
stroyed the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  kin^om,  and  overthrown 
the  EuglisU  church ;  and  the  Divine  Ju.-tiic  will  mmdaypunr 
ish  iiim  for  his  crimes."^  Unmoved  by  this  uutl  ur  t  of  fury 
and  passion,  the  officer  requested  a  written  answer  to  return 
to  his  chief.  "  J  will  answer  him  at  the  cannon's  month,''  was 
the  hanghty  reply ;  and  the  conference  ended. 

On  the  return  of  the  mesBenger  an  immediate  attadi  was 

'  Chirlpvoix.iiL  115, 116;  Mather,  •  Chwlovoix,  vL  117,  118,  and 

Life  of  Phips,  §  11  j  N.  Y.  Colon.  Mather,  T.Ifo  of  Phip^  §  11,  crive  nn 

Doe'ts  ix.  453, 486.  account  of  this  interview.    8ee  also 

•  OMrfevoim  ui.,  and  tfa»  M.  Y.  N.  Y.  Onkxi.  Doe'ts  ix.  4«6»  408. 
Onbm.  Doet't,  ix.  4ML 
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CHAP,  determined ;  and  at  noon  on  the  eighth,  thirteen  hundred 
men  *  were  embarked  in  the  boata  of  the  squmlj  t>n,  under  the 
l«00.  command  of  Major  Walley.  These  landed  without  oppoatioa 
at  La  Canardiere,  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  St.  CliArles ;  andf 
while  the  main  body  formed  oa  the  muddy  shoreB,  four  ocmp^ 
mm  poshed  on  towards  the  town  in  akirmishing  order  to  dear 
the  way.  But  scarcely  had  they  begun  the  ascent  of  the  sloping 
banks  when  n  galluig  fire  was  poured  in  upon  tliem  by  two  or 
three  huntireii  of  the  Canadian  militia,  securely  jHjsleii  among 
the  rocks  and  bushes  on  both  flaiikB,  and  in  a  small  hamlet  to 
the  right  The  English  were^  for  a  moment,  thrown  into  oon- 
fosion ;  bat  the  officers  rallying,  and  gallantly  leading  the  way 
in  person,  the  soldiers  followed  at  a  quick  pace^  and  the  Frendi 
troops  scattered.  Major  Walley  then  advanced  with  his  whole 
force  to  the  St.  Charles,  where  he  bi\uuacked  for  the  night, 
while  the  enemy,  for  security,  retreated  to  their  garrisons. 

Oots.  The  same  evening  the  four  principal  vessels  of  the  squadron, 
haying  poshed  boldly  np  the  river,  anchored  before  the  town, 
and,  opening  their  batteries,  oommenoed  firing.  Their  shot, 
however,  which  were  chiefly  directed  against  the  lofty  emi- 
nence of  the  upper  town,  fell  almost  harmless  ;  while  a  vigor- 
ous cannonade  fiuiii  liie  numerous  guns  of  the  fortress,  under 
the  skilful  direction  of  St.  Ilelene,  replied  with  overwhelm- 
ing power.  By  eight  o'clock  the  firing  fitun  the  English  ves* 
sds  ceased,  and  on  examination  it  was  foond  that  they  had 
soflered  severely  firom  the  enemy's  shot,  the  rigging  bdng  badty 

Oets.  torn,  and  many  of  their  beat  men  slain.  At  daybreak  the 
attack  was  renewed,  but  with  no  better  success.  The  black 
muzzles  of  the  cannon  thrust  from  the  bastioiid  of  the  easUe 
poured  fortli  incessant  volleys,  while  the  guns  of  the  ships, 
though  constantly  plied,  made  little  impression.  By  noon,  fully 
satisfied  that  the  contest  was  hopeless,  the  assailants  weighed 

«  Walley,  in  Hutchinaoo,  i.  472,  til  120.  snyt  1500 ;  and  the  N.  Y. 
m  1300  men  ;  Mather,  Life  of  Colon.  Doe'ti^  Is.  467, 4A7,  mj  2000 
Phipi^  §  II,  nys  1400  j  Charkvotx,  m«a. 
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anchor,  and,  with  the  receding  tide,  floated  their  crippled  vessels  chap, 
oal  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire ;  but  not  without  the  loss 
of  the  flag  of  the  rear  admiral,  whieh  was  shot  away,  and,  as  imo, 
it  drifted  towards  the  shore,  was  seised  hj  a  Canadian,  who 
swam  out  into  the  stream  and  brought  it  in  triumph  to  the 
castle,  where,  for  manv  years,  it  was  hung  up  as  a  trophy  in 
the  church  of  Quebec* 

The  troops  under  Mi^r  Wallcy,  through  some  unaccount* 
able  delay,  remained  insctiYe  during  this  eombat  with  the 
«quadron  of  Phlps ;  but  at  length,  about  noon,*  they  advanoed 
upon  the  stronghold  on  the  left  bank  of  the  St  GharlcB,  pre>  oets. 
ceded  by  their  savage  allies,  who  plunged  into  the  buslics  to 
prevent  an  ambuscade.  For  some  time  their  march  wap  imrao* 
lested ;  but  suddenly  they  were  attacked  by  two  hundred 
Canadian  Tolunteers,  under  Dc  Longueuil  and  St  Heline ;  the 
Indians  were  swept  away,  the  skirmishers  were  oTerpowered, 
and  the  English  column  itself  was  forced  bade  by  the  impet- 
nous  charge.  Walley,  however,  rallied  his  reserve,  and,  by  a 
quick  movemcat,  checked  the  eueiay,  and  com|>clIed  them  to 
retreat.  Frontcnac  at  this  time  was  fK)sted  upon  the  oiiposite 
bank  of  the  river,  but  evinced  no  disposition  to  cross  the 
stream ;  and  at  night  the  English  troops,  wearied  fi*om  the 
fatigues  of  the  day,  depressed  in  spirita^  and  suffering  from 
hunger,  again  bivouacked  in  the  marshes,  exposed  to  ^e  frosts^ 
which,  at  that  season,  are  remarkably  severe,  and  which  still 
fui  iher  weakened  them,  and  increased  their  distress. 

Undaunted  by  former  reverses,  on  the  fullowinpr  day  Walley  OotlflL 
onco  more  advanced  upon  the  French  ponition?,  in  the  hope  of 
breaching  their  palisades  by  Uie  firing  of  his  field  pieces ;  but 
the  attempt  was  unsucoeasful.  His  flanking  parties  wore  amr 
trashed,  and  the  main  body  of  his  troops  was  repulsed  by  a 
severe  fire  from  a  fortified  house  on  a  commanding  eminence^ 

*  N.  Y. Colon.Doe^  ix. 467, 488;  Doc'ts,  iz.  467,  «y«  this  wtui  on  th« 
Ibvknv,  Piotnn  of  Queheo.  90lh,  N.  a,  conrespondiog  to  tbt 

'Th0ioeoiiotinlh»M.Y.ailflB.  10ch,a& 
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CBAP.  to  which  the  enemy  had  retreated,  and  which  he  ventured  to 
^J^tLitaek.  Utterly  discouraged,  the  assulaata  witiidrevr;  and 
U80t  reembarking  in  their  TesBels  in  the  utmost  oonfasion,  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  Frencii,  and  abandoning  their  guns  and  the 
remnant  of  their  stores,  thoy  prepared  to  return  home,  humbled 
and  disappointed.  Nor  was  the  return  voyage  without  dam- 
age; for,  unacquainted  with  the  passes  of  the  river,  nine  vessels 
were  wrecked  among  the  shoals  of  the  St.  Lawrence.' 
Nov.  19.  The  arrival  of  Sir  William  at  Boston,  with  the  remnant  of 
his  fleet,  spread  an  nnnsnal  gloom  over  the  commnnitj.  He 
had  gone  forth  r^oidng,  sanguine  of  sueeess ;  he  returned  bro- 
ken spirited,  and  with  his  men  in  a  mutinous  state,  demanding 
their  pay.  The  distress  of  the  government,  impoverished  by 
Philip's  war,  and  burdened  with  debt,  was  at  its  Insight  ;  and 
finding  it  impracticable  to  raise  money  by  ordinary  means,  bills 
of  credit  were  issaed  —  the  first  paper  currency  of  New  Eo^* 
land.*  The  joy  of  the  French  at  the  withdrawal  of  the  aasail- 
ants  was  nnbonnded ;  and  with  a  prond  heart  the  gallant 
Frontenae  penned  the  despatch  which  informed  his  master  of 
the  victory  which  had  been  achieved.  To  commemorate  tliis 
victory  a  medal  was  struck,  bearing  the  inscription,  **  Francia  m 
novo  orbe  victrix  :  Kebeca  liberata. —  A.  D.,  M.  D.  C.  X.  C. 
and  in  the  lower  town  a  church  was  built,  which  was  dedicated 
to  '^Notre  Dame  de  la  Tictoure."^ 

Thus  ended  the  Canada  expedition  of  1690 — disastrously  to 
New  England,  which  was  humiliated  by  its  defeat  The  bor> 

>  OntIiuexw(fitua,iMN.T.C(>-  In  3  H.  H.  CoH  in.  m  it  is 

Ion.  Poo'ts;  Iliitchjn.son,  i.  352-356,  the  cxijcflit"  n  1irt)iif;ht  Mnssachusctts 
and  Walley's  Narr.  in  ibid.  470-478 ;  alone  £50JJiM  in  debt.  The  fonn  d 
2  M.  H.  ColL  iiL  256-260 ;  Dum-  the  bills  iamied  at  this  time  mn  be 
mefn  Defence,  30.  The  original  jomv  seen  in  ibid.  261.  Sot-  further  Mull- 
nal  of  Phips's  expedition  wan  given  to  er,  Life  of  Phips,  §  12. 
Admiral  Walker,  in  1711,  who  '  The  letter  of  Frontenae  is  givea 
-  then  about  to  Mil  for  Quebec,  and  was  in  full  in  N.  Y.  Colon.  I  )oc'ts  ix.  45# 
lost,  witli  other  papers,  on  board  the  -462.  Comp.  also  Warhurtnn's  Con- 
Edgar.  WalLer's  Journal,  87.  quest  of  Canada,  i.  c.  14.  I'he  sketch 
■^Danmar,  Defence,  80,  says  ^  dTWaibuTtoii  is  exceedingly  graphic^ 
eost  of  the  expedition  was  £l. J 0,000  and  I  h.iv  '  nn  indebted  to  it  &V 
in  mon^,  and  the  loss  of  1000  xnea.  eevecal  forticuiars  given  ia  the  text 
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der  towns  of  &e  oolonieB  were  oiioe  more  exposed  to  tbe  fonys  ohaf. 
of  the  French '  and,  firom  the  esssperation  of  fSeeling  which  ^J3l. 
the  invasion  liad  awakened,  nothing  could  bo  pxpeotcd  bnt  a  leeo. 
Bcrio?  of  retaliatory  incursions,  marked  witli  tlie  Ijarbarities 
inflicted  by  the  Indians,  who,  involved  in  disputes  relative  to 
their  lands,  had  wrongs  of  their  own  to  avenge,  as  well  as  to 
prove  their  fidelity  to  their  confederates.^  The  war  at  the 
eastward,  however,  which  followed,  and  whioh  oocnpled  the 
time  of  the  last  ten  years  of  the  seventeenth  oentnry,  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  history  of  Elaine  than  to  that  of  Afassa- 
chus<  [Is,  althonirh  Maine  foon  beeame,  and  for  a  long  period 
continued,  a  part  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
was  defended  irom  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  by  the  troops 
of  the  province,  especially  by  the  gallant  Ohnrch,  who  had 
already  signalized  himself  by  his  courage  In  Philip's  war.* 
That  the  snflerings  of  the  people  were  severe,  will  be  doubted 
by  no  one  who  reads  the  narratives  of  their  perils  an*i  iiias&acre. 
In  a  few  cases,  as  at  Groton,  T3illerien,  Newbury,  Tinnejister,  1694-98. 
Andover,  Haverhill,  and  elsewhere,  the  salvages  penetrated 
nearer  Boston ;  and  the  escape  of  Hannah  Dustin,  the  heroine 
of  Haverhill,  is  an  episode  of  thrilling  interest^  showing  what 
a  mother  will  do^  when  torn  from  her  fhmily,  to  restore  herself 
to  tlie  embraces  of  her  husband  and  children.* 

The  defeat  of  the  expedition  of  1G90  was  probably  attributa- 
ble to  the  want  of  concert  on  the  part  of  the  troops  from  Con- 

*  For  an  account  of  the  origin  of  lish  modes  of  tninaactiiigbtisiness,  and 

Iheae  fiffieulties,  see  Belknap's  N.  H.  each  generation  tenewed  the  dainu 

£.  43  et  neq.   This  wiiter  rcpn^nts  of  ita  pndDoeasor  for  a  competuatioo, 

the  inhnhitint«  of  fhf.  pi^itcrn  ports  of  it  will  apjjear  quit*'  likely  that  a  share 

New  Kiiglaiid  as  "  nut  of  the  best  of  Uie  bluinc  of  theNC  tUsturbaiiani  is 

dharaeter  Ibr  retigion,"  and  ill  adapt-  to  be  attnbutf><i  to  the  Indians,  and  to 

cd  to  cnjj-ipe  the  affections  of  the  In-  tlie  Freiicli,  who  instilUil  into  them 

diaoa  hy  their  example."    Without  their  own  hatred  of  the  Ikiglish. 
douht,  there  »  aotne  troth  b  tiiia      '  Ufe  of  Chuidi. 
chir^re ;  yet,  when  it  i»  home  in  muul      '  Hutchinson,  ii.  80,  8d,  100-102; 

thiit  the  people  of  New  Enghnd  gen-  NealV  N.  E.  553, 554 ;  3  M.  H.  CoU. 

crally  purchased  of  the  Indians  the  vi.  240 ;  Mirick,  Hist,  liaveriull,  80-* 
lands  on  which  they  HCttled,  ami  the 
latter  had  iitUe  knowledge  of  the  £ny 
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CHAP,  neelicat  and  New  York  and  those  from  HasBachnsetlis^  and  the 
,JZ^  fiulme  of  the  supplies  which  were  sought  from  England.  Had 
iflQQL  the  forces  which  were  levied  to  march  to  Montreal  succeeded 

in  reiichiug  their  destination,  or  had  they  remained  uL  Lakij 
George,  Fronteuac  would  have  been  sufficiently  occu])icd  to 
have  prevented  his  relieving  Quebec  ;  and  bad  seasonable  ?up< 
plies  been  forwarded  from  the  mother  oountiy,  and  the  tot 
mider  Phips  arrived  soonw  before  the  fortress^  while  the  gar* 
risen  was  small  and  the  works  were  incomplete,  the  place 
would  doubtless  have  speedily  fallen  into  his  hands,  and  Can- 
ada would  have  been  conquered.  But  there  was  mi^munage- 
menL  on  all  hands  in  the  conduct  of  the  expedition ;  and  it 
seems  to  have  been  predestinated  that  New  England  should 
not  be  delivered  from  the  presence  of  the  French  at  the  north, 
vntil  time  had  wrought  the  neoessaiy  changes  which  were  to 
render  the  conquest  of  that  country  available  for  the  promo- 
tion of  still  more  important  ends.  Hence  a  new  expedition, 
1692.  projected  two  years  later,  and  resolved  to  be  prosecuted  iu  the 
km.  following  year,  was  attended  with  the  like  circumstances  of 
mortification  and  defeat. 
England  herself  participated  in  this  enterprise,  and,  bj 
^692<g3.  advices  from  lir.  Blathwayt,  the  government  was  informed 
'  that  it  had  "  pleased  the  king,  oat  of  his  great  goodness,  and 
disposition  for  the  welfare  of  all  his  subjects,  to  send  a  consid- 
erable strength  of  ships  and  men  into  tlie  West  Indies,  and  to 
diiect  Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  the  admiral,  to  sail  to  ^evv  Eng- 
land from  the  Oaribbee  IslandSi  so  as  to  be  there  by  the  last 
of  May  or  the  middle  of  June  at  furthest,  with  a  strength  snffi* 
dent  to  overcome  the  enemy,  if  joined  and  seconded  by  the 
forces  of  New  England/'  "  There  can  never,"  continues  the 
letter  of  the  secretary,  "  be  such  an  occasion  for  the  people  of 
New  EnL^and  to  show  their  zeal  for  tlieir  religion  and  love  to 
their  king  and  country.  His  majesty  has  taken  care,  besides 
the  ships  of  war,  to  send  to  you  a  thousand  soldiers,  if  Uieir 
nmnber  be  not  diminished  by  their  service  in  the  West  Indies, 
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under  a  commander  wlio  lias  looked  the  same  enemy  in  the  faee,  chap. 
and  will  show  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed.  Sir  William 
fhips,  I  8iq)po8e,  will  l>e  at  the  head  of  the  New  England  im. 
volunteers,  and  will  readily  acqaieeoe,  aooording  to  the  rules  of 
mur,  in  leaving  the  chief  command  as  his  nugesly  has  detet^ 
mined  it"  ^ 

Unfortunately  for  the  of  theee  plans,  the  letter,  which 

should  have  reached  Boston  by  the  first  of  April,  did  not  arrive 
until  July  ;  and  the  mortuJity  which  prevailed  in  the  fleet  dur-  Julj. 
ing  its  stay  in  the  West  Indies  was  so  great  that,  when  the 
oommande^in•chief,  Sir  Frauds  Wheeler,  anchored  off  Nantas- iw.!!. 
kef^ — bringing  himself  the  news  of  the  projected  invasion,^ 
he  had  lost  thirteen  hundred  out  of  twentj-one  hundred  sailors, 
and  eighteen  hundred  out  of  twenty-four  hundred  soldiers. 
All  thoughts  of  reducing  Canada  were  therefore  abandoned ; 
but  a  plan  for  uuuLhcr  year  was  settled  with  the  governor,  the 
dctaih  of  which  were,  that  two  thousand  land  forces  should  be 
sent  from  £ngland  to  Canaeau  by  the  first  of  June,  to  be  joined  im. 
bf  two  thousand  from  the  colonies,  and  that  the  whole  force  ^ 
ahonld  go  iq»  Ihe  St  Lawrence,  divide^  and  simultaneously 
attack  Montreal  and  Quebec.   Changes  in  the  govermaent  of 
the  province,  however,  and  other  cau3^,  prevented  the  execu- 
tion of  this  i)laii,  whoae  success  wtis  problematical  even  if  it  bad 
been  attempted.^ 

But  if  the  plans  of  the  English  for  the  reduction  of  Canada  lan. 
were  doomed  to  disappointment  the  plans  of  the  French  for 
the  recovery  of  Acadm  were  more  snocessfol.  For  the  first 
year  after  the  conquest  of  that  country,  indeed,  the  French 
were  as  little  concerned  to  regain,  as  the  English  were  to 
retain,  the  posdcsbion  of  its  territory  i  nor  was  Massachusetts 

'  This  letter,  addressed  to  Increase      •  Burchett's  Meme.  of  Transactions 

Maiiier,  in  given  in  Hutchinson,  ii.  70,  at  Sea,  ccL  1703,  p.  173;  Walker's 

Bole.    The  letter  to  Admmd  Wheel-  Journal,  32  ;  Hutchinson,  ii.  70-72 } 

er,  diri-cting  him  to  rpjxtir  to  the  Harris,  Voy.  ii.  82ii  HoliiM%  An* 

north,  was  dated  November,  1692.  Ana.  i.  447. 
J1&  Istler  of  Govemor  Fhipi. 
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flSAF.  able  to  bear  the  charge  of  a  sufficient  military  force  to  ke^>  ito 
inhabitaalB  in  eabjedioa,  thoogb  she  issued  ooooniisaioBB  to 

iflSL  judges  and  other  ofBcera,  and  required  the  administratioiL 
the  oath  of  fidelity.   In  the  ootirse  of  that  year,  anthority  was 

given  to  Mr.  John  Nelson,  of  Boston,  who  had  taken  an  uc^tive 
part  in  the  overthrow  of  Audro-.  :iuii  who  was  l>ouii(l  tliither 
on  a  trading  voyage,  to  be  commander-in-chief  of  Acadia  ;  ^  but, 
as  he  neared  the  mouth  of  the  St  John's,  he  was  taken  by  Moor 
Nov.  as.  sieor  YilleboD,  who,  nnder  a  oommission  from  the  French  kii^ 
had  touched  at  Fort  Boysl,  and  ordered  Uie  English  flag  to  be 

MOS.  struck,  and  the  French  flag  to  be  raised  in  its  place.  The  next 
year  an  attempt  was  made  to  dislodge  Villebon,  but  without 
success ;  and  Massachusetts,  conviuced  of  her  inability  to 
keep  tlie  country,  though  unwilling  to  relinquish  its  jurisdic- 
lion,  petitioned  the  crown  that  the  province  miprht  be  freed 
from  further  expense  in  the  defence  of  Port  fioyal  and  St 
John's,  and  that  garrisons  might  be  placed  there  at  the  national 

iQ3«.  charge.  In  the  sununer  of  1696,  Pemaquid  was  taken  by  the 
French,  under  D'lberville  and  Castine,  and  the  frontier  of  the 
douiuaua  of  France  was  exteiuhMl  into  Maine;  and  by  the 

ie07.  treaty  of  the  following  year  Acadia  was  re-ceded  to  France, 
and  the  English  relinquished  their  claims  to  the  country.* 

The  last  year  of  "King  William's  war,''  as  it  was  loQg 
termed  in  New  England,  was  a  jear  of  espedal  ahirm  to  the 
province,  and  rumors  were  rife  that  the  French  were  on  the  eve 

'  Nelson,  who  was  a  moderate  fered,  and  commanded  liiiu,  on  his 
Epitoopalian,  xeodered  important  Rei>  allegiance,  to  remain  ;  but  his  noble 
vice  to  the  pm^'nce  at  this  time,  by  re})ly  was,  "  I'lease  God  I  li\  i',  I'll  ;  ** 
communicating  intelligence  of  the  de«  and  go  be  did.  The  cbaiacter  of  Xel- 
aigiu  of  theFYeneh  ftiid  Aeirooiitem-  Mm  was  a  maiic^d  one ;  md,  had  he 
plated  at  tick When  he  was  taken  R\"mputlil:'i  1  in  liis  rell^nous  opimons 
brisooer,  he  was  sent  to  France,  where  with  the  dominant  party,  he  would 
lie  traa  treated  with  the  utmost  ngor,  doubtless  have  occupied  a  more  con- 
being  oonfined  m  the  Baalile,  ur-  apimoae  piifle^  in  oar  mmxU.  MS. 
cumst^nros  n»qnirin|3:  his  presence  in  notes  ooinilHUUCated  by  £.  H.  Derbjt 
England,  lie  was  at  length  liberated  Esq. 

on  parole,  and,  after  tramtacting  the  *  Mass.  Rec's,  v.  579;  Hutchinson, 

bu>^iness  for  \Nhich  he  h  fl  ^jrison,  he  ii.  87-91 ;  WiUiimson's  Mft,  iL  23$ 

prepare  to  return.   The  Jung  inters  Baucroft'e  U.  iS.  iii.  189. 
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of  fitting  out  a  fimnidable  fleet  for  the  invafiion  of  the  coliMiies  oeap. 
and  the  conquest  of  New  York.*  The  year  previous,  there  had  J^^^ 

bc€u  intimations  that  au  aiiiiam 'ui  iVotn  Europe,  joined  by  1096. 
land  forces  from  Canada,  was  lu  make  a  dej^cent  upon  the 
coast;  and  application  had  been  made  to  the  French  mon-  ifie& 
aroh  by  the  goremor  of  Caaada  fior  tea  or  twelve  meiK>f-war 
to  be  Beat  to  enooonter  an  English  at^nadron,  which  was  shortly 
ezpeeted  to  arrive ;  buti  aa  the  inteatioas  of  the  French  court 
were  prindpally  to  secure  the  possession  of  Newfoundland,  and 
recover  Acadia,  —  both  wliich  objects  were  iujcomplished,  —  no 
dt^gu  was  prosecuted  upon  ]jostoxi,  uor  was  any  particular 
alarm  created  by  the  expeditiou. 

The  new  expedition  was  more  dreaded ;  and  for  several  ie97. 
weeks  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  was  daily  ezpeeted.  It 
was  supposed,  on  the  part  of  France,  that  a  strong  squadron 
would  be  sent  from  England  to  recover  tiie  ports  in  Newfonnd- 
iuiid,  and  great  preparations  were  made  for  its  defeat.  Fron- 
tenac,  tlie  governor  of  Canada,  though  advanced  in  yeais, 
received  orders  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  jnen,  in  readiness  to 
BMffch  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and  the  command  of  the  French 
fleets  consisting  of  ten  men-of-war,  a  galiot^  and  two  frigates^ 
was  intrusted  to  the  Marquis  de  Nesmond,  an  officer  of  great 
reputation,  who  was  to  leave  Brest  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  April  Avr.tf. 
at  fui- liiestjWitJi  his  own  vessel?,  to  join  those  at  llocliello  under 
Conunodore  d(?  Macrnon,  and,  with  the  utmost  doppatcli,  proeecd 
to  the  Bay  of  Flacentia,  in  Newfoundland,  and  from  thence  sail 
for  Fenobecot,  first  sending  a  packet  boat  to  Quebec  to  inform 
Frontenac  of  his  route.  Upon  his  arrival,  the  troops  were  to 
be  immediately  embarked  for  Boston ;  and  when  that  town  was 
taken,  thoy  were  to  range  the  coast  to  Piscataqua,  destroying 
the  settlements  &6  iM  back  into  the  couutiy  as  possible. 

*  **  Je  prendmi  encore  la  liberty  de  vrer  des  Iroquois,  que  ccUe  de  Baa- 

vow  ^ra,  que  k  priie  de  Manhafte  ten,"  L  e„  fkirton.  OnrlevoiXf  iH» 

4U>it  beaucoup  plus  utile  pour  la  816,  ed.  174^  12niOb 
iet6  de  oette  coJoaie,  et  jiour  k  d^lir 
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OHAP.  Should  there  be  time  for  farther  iioqiiiBitioii8»  they  were  next 
to  go  to  New  York,  and  upon  its  redaction  the  Canadian 

1697.  troops  were  to  march  orerland  to  Quebec,  laying  waste  tiie 

country  as  they  proceeded.* 

Tidings  of  this  coEtemplated  invasion  readied  Doston  before 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  on  the  coast,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
in  the  greatest  consternation.  But  feeble  hopes  were  entci> 
tained  of  aid  from  England ;  yet  Mr.  Stooghton,  the  lieatenant 
governor,  making  fhe  beet  preparations  in  his  power,  caused 
the  miUtia  of  the  j)rovince  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  for 
tlic  5eai)orts ;  and  the  Castle  in  the  harbor,  which  was  in  a 
comparatively  dofonopleas  condition,  was  strenplliened  as  fully 
as  time  would  permit.  But  the  schemes  of  the  French  were 
Joljrai.  not  destined  to  sacoeed.  De  Nesmond,  on  reaching  Placentia, 
found  there  a  letter  awaiting  him  from  M.  le  Comte  de  Pont' 
ohartram,  informing  him  that  dghteen  English  eihips  from 
Lisbon,  laden  with  salt,  under  the  conToy  of  a  man-of-war, 
purposed  to  proceed  to  Newfoundland  to  be  employed  in  the 
cod  lishery  ;  and  he  was  instructed  to  do  every  thing  in  bis 
power  to  prevent  their  (^capin^i:  hini  before  leaving  for  Boston. 
Detained  by  contrary  winds,  however,  his  passage  from  France 
was  so  long,  and  his  arrlYal  so  late,  that  nothing  could  be 
heard  of  the  English  fleet ;  and  when  a  council  of  war  was 
held  to  consider  the  expediency  of  proceeding  to  Boston,  the 
proposal  was  unanimously  negatived.  The  grounds  of  this 
decision  were,  that  tliey  were  entirely  iirnorant  of  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  the  enemy,  and  that,  with  whatever  de- 
spatch messengers  were  sent  to  Froutcnae,  the  Canadian  foi-ces 
could  not  be  expected  at  Penobscot  before  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  by  that  time  the  provisions  of  the  fleet  would  be 
so  far  expended  that  they  would  be  in  no  capacity  to  prosecute 
such  an  enterprise.* 

*  Charlevoix,  IS.  8X8-321 1  Hutdi-  inson,  ii.  99;  Holmo^  Am.  Au.  L 
inion,  ii.  96-99.  463, 464. 

'  Charlevoix,  iiL  ^2i,  <i'22 ;  iiutch- 
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The  peace  of  Ryswick,  which  soon  followed,  led  to  a  tem-  chap. 

poraiy  suspension  of  hostilities.^    France,  anxious  to  secure  as 

large  a  share  of  territory  in  America  as  possible,  retained  the  i697. 

Sod  <29 

whole  coast  and  adjacent  islands  from  Maine  to  Labrador  and 
Hudson's  Baj,  with  Canada,  and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  poesessioiis  of  England  were  southward  from  the  St  Croix. 
But  the  bbnnds  between  the  nations  were  Imperfectly  defined, 
and  were,  for  a  long  time,  a  sulvjcct  of  dispnte  and  negotiation. 
Each  nation  had  land  enough  for  all  practical  pur{X)ses,  and 
more  than  it  could  colonize  or  suitably  protect.  Yet  the  ambi- 
tion for  territorial  aggrandizement  seems  to  be  an  inherent 
passion ;  and,  where  natLonaL  honor  and  private  interest  are  in' 
▼olved,  mntoal  jealousieB  are  sure  to  arise,  nor  can  they  be  allayed 
nntil  one  party  or  the  other  is  constrained  by  more  powerful 
motives  to  modify  or  rdinquish  its  extravagant  claims.  With- 
out doubt,  both  parties  would  gladly  have  assumed  jurisdiction 
over  the  whole  North  American  continent,  could  tliey  havo 
done  so  with  the  prospect  of  maintaining  their  assumptions ; 
nor  did  tlie  French  exhibit  a  greater  desire  to  encroach  upon 
the  English,  than  the  English  exhibited  to  encroach  upon  the 
French.  Each  accused  the  other  of  trecqpassing  npon  its 
dominions,  and  ndther  was  content  that  the  other  shonld  gain 
the  least  advantage,  or  secure  to  itself  a  monopoly  of  the  fish- 
ery or  tho  fur  trade.* 

The  sur^peut^ion  of  hostilities  in  Em-ope  was  but  temporary ;  1702. 
for  in  1702  war  was  again  declared.   In  the  mean  time  the 
French  were  secretly  employed  in  encouraging  the  Indians  bor- 
dering upon  New  England  to  violate  the  leagaes  which  had 
been  formed  with  them,  and  ravage  the  country.^  It  may  iao& 

*  Notice  of  the  peace  was  tranrant-  Beteetioii  of  the  Gbuit  and  State  of 

ted  to  the  colonies  in  October,  1697,  England,  iiL  57 ;  HutcbiniOD,  a.  104} 

with  orders  for  its  proclamation,  which  Hanhurton's  X.  S.  vol,  i. 

were  ohcved  in  December.    Stoujjh-  '  On  these  Icaf^ues,  m;idc  in  109^ 

ton, MS.  Letter  to  England, and  MS.  see   Hutchinson,   ii.   lot;  Holmes, 

Contin.olChaliii«n'tFolit.  Aiui.Pt  Ann.  I.  473;N.H.fiist.  CoU.iL260 

fl.  -267. 
'  Cfadmens  Bevolt,  I  276 ;  Coke^i 
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caAP.  seem  hfiHly  credible  that  so  treacherous  a  design  should  have 

^^3^  beea  deliberately  conceived  bj  a  nation  which  >>oasted  of  its 
1701^  mperior  enlighteaiaeiit ;  but  the  testunonj  of  Charlevoix,  the 
Jesuit  historian  of  New  France,  abondantlj  proves  the  correct- 
ness of  the  charge^  for  he  glories  in  the  oondnct  of  his  oovdIit* 
men,  and  speaks  of  it  in  terms  of  extravagant  eulogy. *  Thm 
couutenanced,  it  may  well  be  .-apposed  that  the  fierce  Abenakia 
manifested  no  reluctance  to  avail  tlieniselvcs  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  satiate  their  revenge;  and  in  a  very  short  time  they 
burst  like  an  avalanche  npon  the  eonntrj,  q>reading  desoktion 
wherever  they  went. 

1703-4.  Their  first  principal  attack  was  npon  Deerfield,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  of  the  western  villages,  which  had  suffered  severely 
in  Philips  wai*,  and  which  had  been  recently  rehuilt  and  par- 
tially fortified.*  The  assailants,  three  hundred  in  number, 
French  and  Indians,  under  Hertel  do  Rouville,  a  merciless  mis* 
ereant,  with  the  aid  of  snow  shoes  slummed  over  the  snoWi 
which  was  four  feet  deep,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day 

m,  98.  but  one  of  February ,3  reached  the  dark  pine  forest  whtch 
loomed  up  at  the  outskirt  of  the  village,  where  they  were  shel- 
tered fur  the  niirht.*  Trembling  hearts  and  tearful  eyes  were 
in  the  settlement,  for  tlie  inhabitants  had  been  waniod  of  im- 
pending danger  by  Colonel  Schuyler,  of  New  York,  and  the 
Hohawks.  A  body  of  twenty  soldiers  had  been  sent  to  defend 
the  place,  and  sentinels  were  posted  at  different  points,  who 
kept  aazions  watch  nntil  two  honzs  before  day,  when  they 

7iibh ».  retired.  Immediately  the  enemy,  who  had  been  secretly  recon- 
noitring, perceiving  all  to  be  quiet,  crept  stealthily  up  to  the 

*  Charlevoix,  Nouv.  Fr.  Soc  also  •  Bancroft,  from  oversight,  says  the 
Dummer's  Defence  i  3  M.  U.  CoU.  L  last  day  of  February.  That  year  was 
233,  and  ^  247  {  Chshnen,  Revolt,  leap  year. 

i.  277  ;  PenhaUow,  in  N,  H.  Hiat  ^  Jlolland,  Hist.  Wcstt  m  >fase.  i. 

ColL  i.  22,  44.  148,  says  the  spot  where  the  Indians 

•  MS.  Letter  of  John  Ppchon  to  lodged  was  "at  a  jMne  bluff  overloc^ 
Governor  Dudley,  dated  Au^st  3,  in^  Deerfield  meadow,  about  two 
1702,  in  ihr  possewDOii  o£  4»  W.  nrlf^  north  of  the  villjige— a  loofttty 
Thomtoo,  Es^.  knowu  m  Petty's  Pkin/' 


« 
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palisades,  and,  aided  hj  the  drifts,  which  were  piled  np  nearly  CHAP. 
to  tiieir  top,  flprang  into  the  endoeore^  and  the  wild  war  whoop  J^'^ 
pealed  upon  the  air.  The  garrison  house  was  first  surprised ;  im, 
and  another  party  breaking  into  the  honse  of  Mr.  Williains, 

tile  minister,  he  was  seized,  with  his  wife,  and  five  of  his  cliil- 
dren  ;  his  house  was  ploiidored.  and  two  children  and  a  negro 
woman  were  cruelly  murdered.  Falling  upon  other  houses, 
opwards  of  forty  persons  were  slain,  and  more  than  a  hundred 
were  made  prisoners.^  When  the  son  was  an  hour  high  the 
work  was  finished,  and  the  enemy  took  th^  departaroi  leavuag 
tile  snow  reddened  with  blood,  and  the  deserted  Tillage  envel- 
oped in  flames.  The  saflierings  of  the  prisoners  who  can  por- 
tray ?  Children  w  ho  grew  weary,  and  women  who  tottered 
from  weakness  and  huna:er,  were  remorselessly  slain  and  scalped 
by  their  captors.  A  Bible  had  been  sorod,  which  was  read  to 
thorn  at  night  as  they  halted  for  rest ;  and  its  iospiring  tmtfas 
w«fre  never  more  cheering  than  then.  The  strength  of  Mrs. 
WUfiams,  who  had  been  recently  confined,  rapidly  failed,  and  a 
Wow  from  a  tomahawk  ended  her  sorrows.  Mr.  Williams,  her 
husband,  wds  carried  to  Canada,  but  eventually  returned,  with  1704, 
four  of  his  children.  The  youngest,  a  daughter  of  hut  seven 
years  old,  remained,  was  adopted  into  a  village  of  Indians 
near  Montreal,  and  became  a  proselyte  to  the  Catholic  faith, 
sad  the  wife  of  a  Cahnewaga  chief.  After  many  years  she 
revisited  her  childhood's  home^  with  her  hnsband,  dad  in  an 
Indian  dress ;  bnt  neither  the  entreaties  of  her  friends  nor  tiie 
pravors  of  the  people  eoiild  induce  her  to  tarry  ■with  them. 
She  returned  to  lier  wijjwam,  and  to  tlie  love  of  her  cliihlren.* 

1704, 

The  same  summer  of  the  attack  on  Deerfield,  a  body  of  four  Joiy  si. 


*  The  accurate  Prince,  in  his  Ap- 
jKndix  to  Wiiliams's  Kedeemed  Cap- 
tive, p.  109,  6th  ed.  1795,  computes 
the  number  of  killed  at  10,  una  the 
number  of  ciptlves  at  109,  and  given 
the  names  of  the  persona.  See  also 
BoDiiid'a  Hilt.  Vfrnem  Vm.  L  Ul, 


*  The  narrative  of  Mr.  WlliaraiL 
entitled  the  Kedeemed  Captive," 
first  puUhfaed  hi  1706-7, !»  di«  isrinei- 
pal  authority.  S(h>  also  Hutchinson, 
n.  127-129,  140,  1  n  ;  Pmhnllow,  in 
2  N.  H.  Hist.  Coll.  i.  20,  30  ;  Holmes, 
Ann.  i.  487, 488, and  noto^ ;  Holland'a 
HiaL  Waatem  Maaa.  i.  140-166. 
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CHAP,  hundred  French  and  Indians  fell  ujjou  Lancaster,  and  bnmed 

^fy*  the  meeting  house  and  iscvcral  dwellings  ;  ^  another  party  way- 
1704.  laid  a  scout  sent  from  Northampton  to  Westfield,  and  killed 

i^jfiSi  one  maa  and  took  tiro  primners  ;  *  and  daring  this  and  the 
tiro  following  yearS}  other  towns  in  the  Bay  provinoe  snfiiBred 
by  their  depredationB.*  The  barharitiea  perpetrated  in  fliis 
war  equalled,  if  they  did  not  exceed,  those  of  Philip's  war. 
"Women,  far  advanced  in  pre^rnancy,  were  violently  delivered, 
and  tlic  tender  babes  dtishod  to  the  ^ound.  Infants  were  de- 
spatched in  the  same  manner  ;  or  sometimes,  half  strangled, 
they  were  thrown  to  their  mothers  to  quiet.  Of  the  captives, 
some  were  roasted  alive ;  others  were  gashed  in  ail  parts  of 
their  bodies,  brands  were  thrust  into  tiie  wounds,  and  thea  set 
on  fire.  The  condition  of  those  who  fiured  the  best  was  fiir 
from  enviable.  They  were  subjected  to  the  hardship  of  trav- 
elling, barefoot  and  half  naked,  through  pathless  deserts,  over 
craggy  mountains,  through  horrible  swamps  and  thickets. 
They  were  obliged  to  endure  frost,  rain,  and  snow,  and  all  the 
indemenctes  of  the  season,  both  by  night  and  faj  day.  No  pity 
was  shown,  nor  allowance  made,  for  the  aged  or  infirm.  Such 
as,  through  infirmity,  hunger,  fatigue,  or  sorrow,  fiiinted  under 
their  burdens,  or  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  enemy,  were 
iu'd  Willi  the  tomahawk.* 

1708.  The  attack  upon  Haverliill  is  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
that  town.  The  little  village  contained  about  thirty  cottages, 
mostly  of  logs,  clustered  upon  the  slope  of  the  hill  whose  base 
is  bathed  by  the  beantifhl  Merrimac.  In  the  centre  stood  a 
new  meeting  house,  the  pride  of  the  settlers,  within  whose  walls 
they  gathered  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  to  listen  to  the  word 
of  life  dispensed  from  tlic  lips  of  the  amiable  Rolfc.  Like 
most  of  the  villages  of  New  England,  it  was  tenanted  by  the 

>  Borti»KeiraIette,Noa  16iBd  *  N.  TT.  TTi^t  CoU.  L  42, 49,  M. 

SI.  «  TrumbuU's  U.  &  i  228, 229. 

•  8  M.  H.  OolL     2fi9f  K.  H. 
Hifrt.  CdL  L  88^  4a 
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yeomanry  of  the  laud,  who  iii  lu-ti  iously  cultivated  their  patches  chap. 
of  maxtet  on  the  fe v  acres  which  the  hand  of  toil  had  redeemed 
from  the  wild  magnificenoe  of  towering  forests*  The  scene  vm. 
was  one  of  rural  qnietode,  too  peaceful  to  he  inraded  by  the 
rnthless  destroyer.  Yet  at  the  dawn  of  a  BommeHs  day,  whose  A«gA 
eve  had  closed  in  with  no  warning  of  the  (lunger  which  threat- 
ened, the  bluodLliirsty  Kouville,  witli  his  des{)erate  followers, 
after  impioualy  calling  upon  God  to  sanction  his  deed,  raised  the 
abrill  war  cry,  and  sprang  upon  the  Tillage  which  his  murder- 
ous heart  had  devoted  to  destruction.  The  crack  of  the  rifle, 
aod  the  crash  of  the  tomahawk  as  it  broke  through  the  skull 
of  its  helpless  yictim,  were  mingled  with  shouts  and  groans 
of  despair.  The  family  of  Rolfe  were  among  the  first  suffer- 
ers, and  the  father  was  beaten  to  death ;  the  hatchet  sank 
deep  into  the  brain  of  the  mother  ;  her  infant  was  snatched 
from  her  dying  grasp,  and  its  head  dashed  agaiost  a  stone. 
Two  children  escaped,  who  were  secreted  in  the  cellar  by  a 
negro  slave.  Vain  was  the  attempt  to  drive  ont  the  foe. 
The  surprise  was  so  sndden  as  to  admit  of  no  concert  Each 
fouLHit  for  his  own  family,  and  was  shot  down  in  their  midst, 
struggling  for  their  defence.  A  few  only  escaped  the  general 
massacre,  indebted  for  their  deliverance  to  the  gallantry  of 
Davis,  and  others  from  Salem,  posted  in  the  neighborhood  and 
hastOy  mustered,  who,  as  the  destroyers  retired,  hung  on  their 
rear  to  rescue  the  captives.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the 
tragedy  was  over ;  the  bodies  of  the  eimn  were  monrotUlly 
interred  ;  and  thoujjh  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  has  elapsed 
fciiice  they  fell,  an  ancient  mound  marks  their  restincr-place, 
and  a  moss-grown  stone,  with  its  rude  iuacription,  stands  by 
the  grave  of  Rolfe  and  his  family.' 

Is  it  surprising  that  such  cmeltieB  inspired  the  deepest  hate  1097. 
towards  the  French  and  thdr  missionaries?  Scarcely  had 

'  CKcirlcvoix  ;  Hutchinson,  ii.  157;  tack  ^tis  made  upon  TTaverhm  shortly 

Penhallow,  in  N.  H.  Hwt.  Coll.  i.  69 ;  af\cr,  but  without  much  damage.  Bo»> 

Minck,  Hist.  Haverhill,  117-134  {  ton  News  Letter,  No.  233,  Sept.  27  to 

Amft,  12.216,216.  Aaeooodtt-  Get 4^17081 
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CHAP,  peace  been  proclaimed  in  New  Erif^land.  when  the  designs  of 
^J^^,  the  French  against  the  English  were  renewed  ;  and  Yiil^xm, 
Km.  the  governor  at  St.  John's,  forwarded  a  letter  oootaining  htf 
Sept.  6.  jjjg^i^^ijiQQg  ^  gg|2Q      defend  the  whole  coontry  to  the  Ken- 
nebec. The  Board  of  Trade  was  informed  of  these  proceed* 

■ 

ings ;  bnt  the  onlj  resnlt  was  a  message,  inmsting  on  the  right 

of  the  Eiiglisli  as  far  as  the  St.  Croix,  and  urging  Massachu- 
setts to  reliuild  the  fort  at  Pemaqiiid.^  ^Vith  this  order  the 
General  Court  was  reluctant  to  complj.  It  was  not  a  '  rep- 
rehensible parsimony"  which  prompted  their  reinsal.*  The 
place  was  bo  distant  that  the  force  of  the  prorince  was  inade- 
quate for  its  defence,  and  the  funds  of  the  government  were 
needed  for  other  purposes.  Besides,  it  was  contended  tiial 
the  work  of  reltiiihling  the  fort  was  entirely  uncalled  for,  as  it 
prove  insufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.' 
Before  long,  iiowcvcr,  it  became  evident  that  a  more  decided 
coTirse  must  be  taken,  Tlie  encroachments  of  the  French  were 
daily  increasing;  and  their  connection  with  the  Indians,  whom 
they  had  prompted  to  ravage  the  countiy,  demanded  souie 
action  to  check  their  proceedings.  Accordingly,  intelligence 
1707.  having  been  received  that  an  armament  from  England  was  to 
be  sent  against  Acadia  or  Canada,  it  was  resolved  tliat  one 
thousand  men  should  be  raised  in  Massachusetts  to  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  that  design.  Projiosals  were  made  to  the  other 
provinces  to  join  in  the  project ;  bnt  Connecticut  declined  reih 
dering  a.9sistance,  though  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island 
promptly  responded  to  the  call.  The  forces  from  England 
did  not  arrive,  the  war  with  Spain  preventing  their  departure. 
Hence  the  whole  charge  of  the  expedition  devolved  upon  New 
England.  The  command  of  the  troops,  consisting  of  two 
raiments,  was  intrusted  to  Colonel  March;  and  the  ieet» 

'  Stouchton's  Lett  to  Board  of       •  Diiicov.  and  Sett,  of  the  English 

Trade;  Hutchinson,  ii.  105,   106;  in  Amer. quoted  in  Hutchinson, iL 68 j 

Chalmers,  ^IS.  copy  of  hi»  Polit.  Ann.  Wilh'amson's  Me.  i.  G.5(>. 
Pt.  II.,  at.d  Hevolt,  i.  liTM;  ',i  M.  H.       '  Ma.M.  Kec's;  Collccrion  of  Pk>- 

CJoll.  i.  i3o ;  Grahaine,  ii.  12  j  iiohncs,  oeedinga  of  Gen.  Court,  vd.  1729,  up. 

i470|  WiUttniaoii'BMe.il2^  27.  20, 21j  Htttcfainaon,iL  198. 
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whidi  ooBBisted  of  three  transport  Bbipsi  five  brigaatmes^  craf. 
and  fifteen  sloops,  wiA  "  whaleboats  answerable,"  attended  _33^ 

by  her  majesty's  ship  the  Dcptford  and  thu  province  gullcy,  1707. 
sailed  from  Boston  early  in  May,*  and  reached  Port  Royal  Maj  13. 
towards  the  close  of  the  month. ^   Here  the  soldiers  were  U»jM. 
landed,  and  the  fort  was  attacked;  bot  after  several  skir* 
misbes,  wbich  resulted  disastronslj,  the  si<^  was  abandoned,  Jon  7. 
aod  the  army  reembarked —  Colonels  Bednap  and  Appleton 
retnraing  to  Boston  for  farther  Instmctions,  and  the  rest  pro- 
ceeding to  Casco  Bay.    The  orders  of  the  governor,  returned 
by  the  mes.-^engcri*,  were,  that  the  aUeinj)t  should  be  renewed. 
The  army  once  more  {tailed,  and  landing  opposite  the  fort,  Aag.10. 
prepared  for  an  attack.   But  the  troops  were  dispirited ;  the 
weather  was  on&vorable ;  sickness  was  spreading ;  the  men 
were  incapable  of  sustaining  the  fktignes  of  a  siege ;  and  ten 
days  after,  the  design  was  relinquished,  and  the  fleet  returned  Aag.si> 
to  Boston. 3 

Not  thii!',  however,  was  tlio  attempt  to  bo  abandoned  ;  and 
Enghmd,  resolved  on  increasing  her  colonial  acquisitioua,  and 
punishing  the  aadadty  and  insolence  of  the  French,  prepared  hnl 
to  send  a  fleet  to  America  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  Acar 
dia,  and  Newfoundland.  The  plan  was  eztensive.  A  squad- 
ron of  ships  was  to  be  at  Boston  hj  the  middle  of  May.  Fire  luy. 
regiments  of  regular  troops,  numbering  three  thoiisanci  men, 
wero  to  embark  in  this  fleet,  and  twelve  hundred  men  were  to 
be  raised  in  the  northern  colonies  to  ally  with  them  on  their 
arrival,  jllassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  were  ^pected  to 
Taise  these  men ;  and  the  governments  were  to  provide  trao» 
ports,  boats,  pilots,  and  provisions.  With  this  force  Quebec 

^  FmhAnr,  in  N.  H.  Hirt.  OoD.  hdlow^bN.  H.Hiit  O0IL  L  64~«6{ 

L64,aavst!ie  fleet  soiled  March  13—  Chalmers,  Revolt,  i.  33'>,  33B;  Huli- 

A  misprint,  probably,  for  May  13.  burtoa's  N.  S.  L  83,  b4 ;  Uoimefl^ 

*  Hafihurton,  N.  S.  L  84,  saya  the  Ann.  I  496, 497,  and  notes.   In  the 

fleet  arrived  Half  17.  Tbm  muit  be  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Deplorable 
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GBAF.  was  to  be  attacked ;  and  in  Coimecticut,  New  York,  and  New 
Jen^,  fiflteeii  Jiandred  men  wm  to  be  faised, — indiidiiig  the 
im.  fiMir  independent  compaaieB  ef  one  hnndM  men  eacii,  the  rqp- 
nlar  garrison  of  New  York, — who  were  to  mardi  by  tiie  lakee 

and  attack  Montreal.  The  expedition  firora  the  northern  col- 
onies ^  10  bo  commanded  by  Colonel  Vetch,  an  officer  v^  Lo 
bad  already  been  engaged  against  the  French  ;  and  it  was  left 
to  Lord  Lovelace,  the  governor  of  New  York,  to  appoint  Une 
general  officer  for  the  troope  from  the  eonthem  department ; 
but  hj  hie  deaUi  the  power  derolyed  upon  Ingoldeby,  the  Hear 
tenant  governor,  and  FraadB  Nichobon,  enoceseiTely  lientenaat 
govomor  of  New  York,  of  Maryland,  and  of  Virginia,  was 
scli'cted,  and  marched  with  his  forces  to  Wood  Creek,  near 
t)i(  licad  of  1^6  Champiain. 

The  ti'anqiorts  and  troope  from  Massachneette  and  Rhode 
Island  waited  at  Boston  from  May  to  September,  every  day 
8^  expecting  the  fleet  from  England ;  bat  no  intdligenee  arriving; 
Oolond  Yetdi,  satisfied  that  it  was  too  late  to  set  ont  at  that 
season  of  the  year,  proposed  a  conference  of  the  governors  at 
OiL  11.  Rhode  i?!land.  A  few  days  before  this  iiiet  tin«r,  a  .ship  arrived 
at  Boston  from  England,  with  advices  from  Lord  Sunderland 
that  the  forces  intended  for  America  had  been  ordered  to  Por- 
tugal, and  with  directionB  to  eoneolt  npon  the  expediency  of 
attacking  Port  Royal ;  bat  by  the  refiisal  of  the  English  ships 
then  in  the  harbor  to  join  in  the  expedition,  the  Genml  Gonr^ 
then  iu  session,  desired  the  governor  to  discharge  the  trans- 
poi  and  disband  the  men,  who  had  been  kept  under  puv  live 
months,  greatly  to  the  embarrashmcut  of  the  finances  of  the 
province.  Thus  the  new  scheme  of  conquest.  like  others  which 
had  been  devised,  through  the  negligence  of  England  proved 
an  ab(nrtton,  expensive  to  the  colonists  snd  l]\jnrioQ8  to  their 
inierests.^ 

'  On  tliH  rT]5rclitIoTi,  spc  Mhm.  L  61 ;  Chalmers,  Revolt,  i.  3 13  ;  Oi%- 
Kec's,  ni.  426  j  Jiummer,  in  3  M.  H.  hame,  iL  26}  Holmes,  Ann.  i.  5OO4 
IML  L  SMt  HMohiMoa,  fi.  160-  WOlbaMMi'slltt.  fi.  6Si  BuiWr  N. 
ieS|PaihdloV|hiRH.Siil.OdL  Y«A,imiB5ldaA'kVli£m. 
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Tlie  next  expedition  Tras  more  sncccsj?ful.  At  the  instanoe  chap. 
of  Nicholwn,  Colonfll  Schuyier,  of  New  York,  had  yiAM  JZi^ 
Bngland  with  five  Iroqools  gacheme,  fiuitastically  ftttirod,  who  1709.10. 
were  eondaeted  in  ctato  to  ui  sndience  with  the  queen,  and  Im* 

Aw  19. 

attracted  the  attention  of  the  journalists  of  the  day.^  Tlio 
government  of  New  York,  tlirough  these  anrent«i.  renewed  its 
appeal  for  aid  in  the  reduction  of  Canada ;  and^  as  the  meas- 
ure was  one  which  demanded  attention,  the  Dragon  and  Fal- 
mooth,  two  of  her  maj/mtfs  fiity  gna  fiigateBr  with  the  bomb 
ihip  Star,  a  tender,  and  several  tranaporta,  leffc  Kngland  in  the  ibys. 
spring,  and  arrived  at  Beaton  in  the  middle  of  Jnlj.   Joined  iidyic 
here  by  tlie  Lowestoff  and  the  Fcvcrsbam,  from  New  York,  Sept.  9. 
and  tlic  Cliester,  of  fifty  prnns,  with  the  province  galley,  and 
fourteen  transports  in  the  pay  of  Massachosctts,  five  from  Con- 
necticut, two  from  New  Hampshire,  and  tliree  from  Rhode 
laland,  the  whole  fleet,  conaistiDg  of  thirty-eix  veaaela,  aaiM 
from  Nantaaket  for  Port  Royal,  having  on  board,  beddoe  the  Bipb  la 
regiment  from  England,  commanded  by  Golend  Bedding,  four 
regiments  raised  in  New  England,  two  of  which  were  com- 
manded by  Sir  CIi;n  los  Hobby  and  Colonel  Tailcr  of  Massa- 
chusetts, one  by  Colonel  Whiting  of  Conuecticut,  and  one  by 
Colonel  Walton  of  New  Hampshire,  with  Nicholson  as  general 
of  the  foroea^  and  Vetch  aa  a^atant general.  In  aix  days  die 8«p.aL 
fleet  anchored  before  Port  Boyal,  and  the  troope  were  landed 
without  oppoaition.  The  fiorcea  of  Snbercaae,  the  goyemor  of 
the  French  fortress,  consisted  of  bat  two  hundred  and  sixty 
men,  most  of  whom  were  so  insubordinate  that  they  could  not 
be  trusted.  The  siege  cx)ntiuued  tlircc  or  four  days,  the  French 
throwing  shells  and  shot  from  their  fort,  and  the  bomb  ahip 
replying  with  aignal  effect,  when,  finding  the  place  too  warm 
lor  them,  a  flag  of  tmoe  waa  aent  from  Snbercaae,  praying  aa^iiL 
leave  for  the  ladiea  in  the  fort  to  be  aheltered  m  the  EngUah 
camp.  Thta  reqneat  was  granted ;  bat  two  daya  after,  the 


■  aihi^iD«lMlicn,iiL  883,  when  N.  T.  L  t81-13S  1  TMbd^  loL  L} 
«0lhaMinM  cf  liiediiAl  flnilVf  UcdoMi^i  M9,  nola. 
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OBAP.  Englisli  engineers,  Forbes  and  Bednap,  having  thrown  up 
three  faatterieB  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  walls,  monntp 
ina  ing  two  morfars  and  twenty-firar  oobom  mortars,  the  attack 
^    was  renewed.  At  length  Colonel  Tailer  and  Captain  Aber^ 

crombic  were  sent  to  tlic  French  commandant  with  a  sunmious 
to  surrender ;  a  cessation  was  agreed  ui)on  ;  terms  of  capitulation 

Oct.  2.  were  settled  j  on  the  following  day  the  articles  were  signed  j 

Oct  6,  Port  Boyal  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  victors ;  in 
honor  of  her  mi^jesty,  Queen  Anne,  the  name  of  the  place  was 
changed  to  Annapolis  \  and  General  Nicholson,  having  made 
himself  master  of  all  Acadia,  left  a  garrison  at  the  fortress 
under  tlie  command  of  Colonel  Vetch,  and  returned  wilk  his 

Got.  28.  fleet  and  army  to  Boston.* 

Flushed  with  success,  the  ardent  Nicholson,  panting  fat 
ITIL  greater  triumphs,  again  visited  England,  to  urge  the  conqnest 
of  Canada ;  and  being  joined  there  by  Jeremiali  Dummer,  a 
yonng  man  of  superior  abilities  and  aooomplishments,  after- 
wards conspicuous  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts,  a  memorial 
was  presented  to  the  (juecn,  bcL'"gIng  her,  "  in  compassion  to 
tlie  plantations,  to  send  an  annaincnt  against  Canada,"  in 
which  enterprise  he  represented  that  not  only  Mas>at  ]iu>t'tt3, 
but  the  other  provinces,  even  Virginia,"  would  be  ready  to 
aid.*  Massachusetts,  however,  had  faint  hopes  of  tho  success 
of  this  appeal ;  for,  as  the  change  in  the  ministry,  alluded  to 
in  a  previous  chapter,  had  just  taken  place,  —  the  tories  under 
Harluy  and  St.  John  having  raised  themselves  to  power, — 
with  what  confidence  could  the  colonists  look  for  favor  from 
a  party  adverse  to  their  views,  wh(  u  their  prayers  had  been 
treated  with  neglect  by  their  friends  ?  Greatly  to  their  sur- 
prise^ however,  and  as  greatly  to  their  joy,  prompt  attention 

Jwti  was  paid  to  their  request ;  and,  at  the  return  of  Nicholson, 

»  On  this  expctlition,  see  Mass.  348,  349  j  HaHburton's  N.  S.  i.  86- 

Rec'si  Charlevoix;  Lediard's  Nanil  MS;  1  M.  H.  Coll.\i  120 ;  Dummer^ 

Hiitt  Eng.  848,  849  ;  Hutchinson,  ii.  JJefence,  32 ;  Williamson's  Me.  iL  59. 

164-167}  Peahallow,  m  N.  R  Hist  *  Chalment,  Rerolt^  L  849f  BBK 

CdL  i.  6»-66»  OttlmvEib  Berolt,  i  dnth't  U.  &  iL  169. 
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thej  were  informed  that  a  fleet  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  ships  OHAP* 
of  war  and  fort/  traneports,  nnder  the  cominaiid  of  Sir  Hoveih 
den  Walker,^  and  seven  Yeteran  regimeDtB  from  Marlborongfa'e  171L 
army,  under  General  Hill,  with  a  battalion  of  marines  six 
hundred  in  nnmber,  was  to  sail  immediately  from  England,  and 
wonld  probably  arrive  on  tlio  coast  in  a  very  few  days. 

By  tiie  same  messenger,  orders  were  forwarded  from  tho 
queen  to  the  governments  of  New  England,  New  York,  the 
Jerseys,  and  Pennsylvaniai  to  raise  the  quotas  assigned  to 
them,  in  readiness  to  join  the  fleet  witiioot  delay,  with  provis- 
ions for  the  army  sufficient  for  ten  weeks'  supply.^  The  rear 
son  assigned  for  the  last  order  was,  that  there  might  be  no 
?u?picions  in  Europe  of  the  destination  of  the  fleet,  which  was 
kept  secret ;  but  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  such  a  quantity  of  provisions  at  so 
short  a  notice,  b^an  to  suspect  that  it  was  not  seriously  de- 
signed in  England  that  Canada  should  be  taken,  and  that  this 
unusual  course  had  been  adopted  to  shift  the  blame  of  the 
expedition,  in  case  of  its  failure,  from  the  mother  country  to 
tlie  colonicf*.  To  anticipate  this  charjL'^e,  the  governor,  and 
even  private  persons,  put  forth  vigorous  exertions  to  secure  the 
requisite  supplies;  and  the  people,  though  with  some  reluo- 
tance^  acquiesced  in  their  demands. 

Upon  the  amval  of  the  fleet,'  with  six  thousand  seamen  and  jan.^. 
marines,  and  five  thousand  five  hundred  soldiers,  as  money,  the 
**  sinews  of  war,"  was  necessary  for  the  expedition,  the  General 
Court  of  the  [)rovince,  notwithstanding  tho  embarrassment  of 
the  linanccs,  determined  to  issue  forthwith  forty  thousand 

*  Uis  comnuwion  is  in  his  Jounial,  forces  consisted  of  1600  mao.  Walk,- 
Aiip.  150, 160,  aod  lus  instraetioosnt  er*t  Journal,  8S. 

in  ibiA  166-174.  '  Tlic  BoRlnn  News  I>etter,  No. 

*  A  meeting  of  the  governors  of  37U,  on  Monduy,  2dth  June, 
the  several  colonies  was  held  at  New  the  Castle  gave  alarm  of  several  shtpa 
London  on  Thursday,  JTuim  20 ;  and  in  in  the  fiav,  ttid  General  Ilill  anived. 
three  days*  time  the  nece<«an-  oi  flm,  His  exceUenev  was  absent  at  the  eon- 

were  agreed  upon.  Boston  News  gress  at  New  Ixmdon.  Walker,  Jour- 

Leittt,  No.  876.  The  New  Enghnd  ml,  85,  saya  he  enived  at  NiDlMkii 

June  24. 


DIFflCULIIBS  £SC0U2ITEftED. 


<nAP.  poimds  in  bOls  of  credit,  to  be  loaned  to  merehante  and  others 
^       ®^      yeara^  fi>r  fhe  pnrcfaaae  of  bills  of  exchange 
mi.  on  the  treamuj  of  Eog^d*  Aa  proriaiona  were  held  at  ex* 
trftTagant  rates,  in  conse<|ueiico  of  the  aadden  and  enonnoiB 

demand,  uu  order  was  likewise  issued  regulating  the  prices  at 
which  diflFerent  articles  should  be  sold.  The  duulers,  upou 
this,  closed  their  stores,  or  concealed  their  goods.  The  gOT* 
emment  authoriaed  an  impresament  of  proviaions,  in  caae  of 
tefoaal  to  sell ;  and  this  brought  the  malconteata  to  terms.' 

Nor  were  these  the  onljr  difficulties  encountered.  Soldiera 
and  seamen  b^gan  to  desert ;  and  Adndral  Walker  demanded 
their  return,  or  a  supply  equal  lu  the  loas.  All  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  the  quartering  of  a  large  force  suddenly  upon  the  coun- 
try began  to  manifest  themselves;  and  it  was  soon  evident 
that»  nnlesB  the  departure  of  the  expedition  was  hastened,  the 
whole  design  most  end  in  discomfitore  or  disgrace.* 

Jvli^ao.  At  length,  after  a  month's  delay,  the  fleet,  consisting  of  about 
eighty  vessels  in  all,  sailed ;  but  scarcely  had  it  begun  to  ascend 

▲agJ23.  the  St.  Lawrence,  win  u  eight  dhips  wuie  w reeked,  and  nearly 
a  thousand  men  found  a  watery  grave.  A  council  of  war  votcni 
imanimoiisly  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  ;  and,  without 
attempting  any  ihing  against  Placentia,  or  striking  a  single 

'  The  upecch  of  Governor  Dudley  his  own  account,  7r>-78,and  firom 
of  July  5  to  the  General  Conrt,  to  other  aiitliuritie<,  tluit  the  quantity  re- 
forward  the  expedition,  ib  given  in  quired  for  his  Heel  tius  greater  than, 
the  BMton  Newi  Letter,  No.  377 1  Boitoo  or  the  provinoe  oould  mp^, 
and  Walker's  Journiil,  72,  73,  com-  Jonathan  Belcher  was  the  princ  ip^il 
mends  Im  interest  in  the  enterprise.  contr!\etnr  to  ^nu'sh  pro\isions  for  the 
A  fiutt  was  proclaimed  July  16,  to  be  fleet,  and  IVtpr  Faneuil  provided  the 
held  July  26,  and  on  the  last  Thurs-  militan  stores.  Ibid, 
day  in  each  month  afterwards  during  •  The  GentTal  Court  of  Mas'sichu- 
the .  continuance  of  the  expedition,  setts,  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of 
HwL  Na  379.  Walker,  Jounial,  83, 34»  Admifal  Walker,  imied  an  order,  May 
65,  complains  of  **the  prices  of  pro-  30,  1711,  to  prt  vent  the  desertion  of 
viaionsi  and  other  neoeasaries  for  the  nilora,  marines,  and  soldieni  and  at 
ieet  tod  wtmft  m  New  Bog]aiid,''aiMl  a  hter  date,  July  16,  a  seoond  order 
unjustly  charges  the  govemmoat  with  of  Uie  same  purport  was  issued.  See 
ennannn^  the  expenses  of  the  expedi-  Mas,s.  UecV,  nnd  comp.  Walko't 
tion    to  make  an  advantage  of  our  Joumoi,  196.  191^,  229,  2^0. 
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blow  against  the  Frendi,  the  bows  of  the  Tesads  were  turned  chap. 
bomeward,  and  the  enterprise  was  abandoned.^ 

Upon  whom  the  reeponsibility  of  the  failure  of  this  expedi-  1711. 

tion  rests,  it  may  be  dillicult  to  stay.  Admii  al  Walker  charged 
it  to  the  mifjconduct  of  tlie  colonists ;  llie  coloiu^tri  iia|iute<l  it 
to  his  own  mlBmamigemeiit.  The  disappointment  and  loss  were 
80  grievous  to  New  Enghind,  that  it  affected  the  whole  ooaxh 
tiy  seven  years  after,"  and  some  abandoned  all  hopes  of  the 
zednction  of  Canada.  So  many  fidlnres  indicated,  as  thejr  con- 
ceived, that  "  Providence  never  designed  the  whole  northern 
continent  of  America  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  one  nation." 
But  the  fnluess  of  times  "  had  not  then  come.  He  who  sits 
&t  the  helm  of  the  oniverse,  giiiding  events  in  accordance  with 
bis  own  plans»  had  not  issaed  the  mandate  which  was  to  con- 
duct England  to  victory,  and,  by  that  rery  trimnph,  open  the 
way  for  tiie  independence  of  her  colonies.  Tndy, 

■  There's  a  dinnity  tliat  shapes  our  ends, 
Jdoughhew  them  as  we  will." 

*  On  thui  expedition,  see  MajBS.  Tolt*  i.  349-^2,  ^  j  l^enhaUov,  in 

Rec's ;  Walker's  Joarnal,  pa>>sim ;  lU*  K.  H.  Hlrt.  OolL  L  72-77 ;  Ihimmer's 

pb,  IT.  215,  216,  and  notes;  Charle-  Defence,  32;  Holmes,  Ann.  i.  504, 

xo\x  ;  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  379,  505 ;  Williamson's  Mc.  ii.  63 ;  Gra- 

380,  381  i  Duinuier's  Letter  to  a  No-  hame,  iL  30,  33 ;  Bancroft,  U.  S.  iii. 

bfe  Lord ;  Lediard,  Naval  Hut  851^  218-3M}  HiUratfa,  ii.  205-267. 
956}  HtttehinMMifili  Ghdmoiiite- 
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ADMINISTBATIONS  Of  SEUXB,  BUJiN£X,  AND  BELCHER. 

CHAP.    The  removal  of  Mr.  Dudley  took  place  soon  after  the  aooes* 
don  of  Geoige  I. ;  and  the  government  of  MaflaaehuBStts,  for 
nu.  which  there  was  usually  a  sofiElcient  number  of  aspirants*  was 
conferred  on  Colonel  Burgess,  who  had  fonght  under  Stanhope, 

the  new  secretary  of  state,  but  \s  liu,  riom  his  "  iiecessitoii:?  con- 
dition," and  the  loosenoj^s  of  his  manner;*,  but  cs[)ec'iiilly  from 
his  friendliness  to  the  private  bauk  party,  was  pai  licularly 
obnozionB  to  many  of  the  people.  Hence^  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Jonathan  Behsher,  a  prominent  opponent  of  the  prirate 
bank,  and  Jeremiah  Bummeri  the  agent  of  the  province  in 
England,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  William  Ashhurst,  a 
warm  friend  to  America,  ^Ir.  ]>ur^css  was  persuaded,  for  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  to  resign  liis  connnission  in  favor 
of  Samuel  Shute,  an  officer  in  tlie  wars  of  William  and  Anne, 
who,  from  the  respectability  of  his  connectioDS,  and  his  pro- 
fessed religious  and  political  principles,  was  more  acceptable 
than  BmgesB.^  By  no  means  a  man  of  "  natural  imbecility,"  " 
the  new  governor  was  one  who  was  well  esteemed  at  court. 
Destitute  of  the  intriguing  disposition  of  Dudley,  he  had  the 
churacter  of  a  "friend  to  liberty;"  and  if  not  possessed  of 
extraordinary  or  even  brilliant  talents,  or  if,  like  Phijis,  some- 
what passionate  at  times,  and  a  lover  of  ease,  he  was  of  an 
"opeu,  generous,  and  humane  diaposition,''  and  possessed  many 
qualities  whidi  not  only  commended  him  to  popular  iiivor,  bat 

'  Borton  N«fn  Letter,  Koi.  633)      '  Such  Is  the  daige  of  CShahnen^ 
63i.  BeToll^ii.lL 
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which  fitted  him  for  the  office  to  which  he  was  afqpointed.'  criAP. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  and  for  all  otbera,  howerer,  who  held 
the  office  of  chi^  magistrate  of  the  Fh>Tiiioe  of  the  Massachih  iris, 
aetts  Baj,  there  were  insnperable  ohstades  to  perfect  snooess 

in  the  administration  of  affiurs.  These  obstacles  arose  from 
the  conflict  of  opinion  between  the  prcniiu  n  and  the  crown, 
and  the  natural  jealousy  that  those  who  were  placed  over  tlicm 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  king  were,  from  that  very  fact,  inimical  to 
their  libertiest  and  disposed  to  uphold  the  prerogatives  of  roy* 
alty.  Whatever  abilities,  therefore^  the  chief  magistrate  might 
faring  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  something  more  was  needed 
tlum  splendid  administrative  talents  to  overcome  the  prejudices 
of  the  politicians  of  New  England.  They  could  say,  with 
Poridesy  — 

**Kiiigi are  earth's  gods;  in  Tioe  their  kVf  their  will ; 
Andxf  Son  atny,  who  dares  aay,  Jove  doth  ill  P**  * 

Hence^  as  llie  governors  of  the  province  were  appointed  by  the 
king,  and  were  hb  representatives^  bound  to  conform  to  his 

instructions  at  the  peril  of  displacement,  if  his  measures  were 
arbitrary,  theirs  must  he^  of  the  same  character  j  and  if  he 
sought  to  oppress  his  subjects,  they  must  assist  in  fastening  the 
yoke. 

Agreeably  to  the  expectations  which  had  been  formed  of 
him,  Qovernor  Shute^  upon  his  arrival,  allied  himself  with  ihe  1716. 
opposers  of  the  private  bank ;  and  with  the  family  of  Grovemor 

Dudley,  in  partiruhir,  he  was  soon  on  ([uitxj  friendly  terms, 
taking  hi.-i  lod;xinL'-;  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Pniil  Dudley.  The 
friends  of  the  private  bank  were  exceedingly  cliagrincd,  for 
they  had  counted  upon  securing  his  influence.  Hence  their 
opposition  to  his  administration  was  bitter  from  the  outset,  and 
increased  in  violence  as  years  rolled  on.' 

'  See  C.  Matho's  Letter  to  Lnd  *  HutehiiiBoii,  n.  197.  CoL  Shute 

Barrn^ltoni  m  1  M.  EL  OolL  i.  105|  sailed  from  the  Downs  August  2, 17 16» 

106.  on  board  the  Lusitania,  and  renched 

•  Pericles,  Pnnce  oi  1  yre,  Act  i.  Boston  on  Thursday,  October  4.  Boe- 

flc  1,  ton  Newt  Latter,  Not.  6dO,^L. 


106  COMil£HCB  OF  MASSACHUSBTIS. 

CHAP.     The  population  of  the  province  in  the  early  part  of  Kr. 

Shute's  administrate  was  nnich  greater  thaa  at  the  date  of 
1711.  liie  graat  of  the  charter.  The  offidal  reports  repramt  llas> 
nchtisetts  as  "inhafaited  by  ninetf-fonr  thousand  white  penooa^ 
who  possessed  two  thousand  slaves,  and  by  twelve  hundred 
civilized  Indians,  who  professed  Christianity,  and  tilled  th^ 
lands  in  peace."*  The  coinineroe  of  the  country  Imd  propor- 
tionally increased;  and  from  one  liundied  and  forty  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  vessels,  of  the  aggr^ate  burden  of  six  thou- 
sand tons,  are  said  to  have  been  annually  built,  which  formed 
part  of  their  remittance  to  England.  Massschosetts  owned  at 
least  one  hundred  and  ninety  vessel?,  of  tlie  aggregate  bnrdeaa 
of  eight  thousand  tons,  which  weru  iut\  iL^ited  by  ch^vcii  hun- 
dred men  ;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  *'  boats,"  employing  .-^ix 
■  hundred  men ''in  the  fisheries  "on  the  coast.  The  mauufao 
tures  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  and  of  linen  by  Scotch>Iriali 
fiunilies  settled  at  the  eastward,*  supplied  the  ordinary  demands 
of  the  people  ;  and,  "though  necessity,  not  choice,"  led  to  the 
establishment  of  these  manufactures,  the  vigor  witJi  which  they 
were  prosecuted  awakoued  the  jealousy  of  the  mon  hants  of 
England,  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
that,  if  these  things  continued,  "they  will  be  able  in  a  little 
time  to  live  without  Great  Britain,  and  their  ability,  joined  to  ^ 
their  inclination,  will  be  of  very  ill  consequence."^  The  value 
of  the  annual  imports  to  all  the  American  plantadons  at  Hits 
1717.  date  is  estiniated  at  "one  million  ^terlinir,  in  British  products 
and  manufactures,  and  foi  t  igij  gnn  l^:  "  the  conveyanrc  of  which 
employed  at  least  a  fourth  part  of  the  shipping  cleared  from 
the  kingdom.   The  exports,  at  the  same  date,  amounted  to 

eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterlmg;  and  the  balance  of 

» 

'  X.  Y.  Colon.  Doc'ta,  v.  597 ;  established  themselves  in  Xew  Ilamp- 
Cbalmers,  Revolt,  ii,  7,  11,  The  pop-  Fhire  and  Maine.  Belknap's  N.  H.  li. 
nktion  of  all  the  colonies  was  f  stimat-  3  3  ot  seq  ;  ^^'!lliam8on's  Me. ;  Chal- 
cd  at  434,600.  mem,  Revolt,  ii.  14. 

•  These  femilipf,  _  mostly  Scofoh       »  \.  Y.  Colon.  Doc'ta,      696 1 
Presbyterians,  settled  in  the  province   Ciialmers,  Hevolt,  ii.  12. 
ef  Vlflar  fa  tiM       <iC  JiBMi 
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two  famndrod  thoosand  pounds  "  fell  upon  Ihe  proTineeB  to  iSbit  okap, 
northward  of  If azyknd,  wlio  were  enabled  to  dladiAi^  tfie  ^ 
mme  bj  the  trade  the^  were  permitted  to  cany  on  in  America 

and  to  Europe,  in  commodities  not  enumerated  in  tlie  Acts  of 
Trade."*  From  iioston  alone,  in  the  three  years  cudiui^  June  jmuZV 
24,  1717,  there  were  cl^red,  for  the  West  ludios,  including  to 
the  Britiah  islands,  five  hundred  ind  ci^^hteeu  shipsp  aloopfl^  ^mit* 
mod  other  Teaaeb ;  fbr  the  Baj  of  Campeachj,  twentjr-five  re»- 
wsUb  ;  fi>r  foreign  plantations*  fiftj-dght  vessels ;  for  Newfound^ 
land,  forty-five  vessels;  for  Europe,  forty-three  vessels;  f<Mr 
Madeira,  the  Azores,  Ac,  thirty-four  vessels  ;  for  Great  Britain, 
one  imiidred  and  forty-three  vessels ;  for  British  plantations  on 
the  continent,  three  hundred  and  ninety  vessels;  and  •b  vea 
vessels  for  "  ports  unknown ; " — an  aggregate  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  vessels^  amonnting  to  sixty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  etghty'oight  tons  of  shipping,  and  envy- 
ing eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  men.*  Sa]en^ 
in  the  same  period,  cleared  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  vessels, 
havinfi  an  aorii^regate  of  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-one  tons,  and  employing  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two  men;  while  from  New  York  there  were  cleared^ 
from  1115  to  1718,  but  six  hundred  and  forty-five  vessels,  hav- 
ing an  aggregate  of  twenty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-two  tons,  and  employing  four  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  men.' 

Th(^  details,  though  iinperfeet,  furnish  some  im^ight  into 
the  commercial  activity  of  the  province,  and  tend  to  sLow  that 


'  Y.  Colon.  Doc'ts,  V.  614,  615. 
Dummer,  Defence,  10,  estimates  the 
annual  value  of  the  exports  from 
New  England,  pcmut  to  1721,  at 

£aoojim, 

*  N.  Y.  CoUm.  Doc'ts,  618. 
Oialmen,  Revolt,  ii.  41,  characterizes 
these  details  as  fhlhicioun."  the 
1247  Tosgcia  aUoded  to  in  the  text, 
1100  nwe  pbnlatiaii  built  Hw  fel- 
lowi^gieB^an  ffm  k  farther  illr 


lustration  of  the  text:  From  May  12 
to  19,  1707,  til'tcen  vessels  cntcreti  at 
Boston,  and  eight  cleared-  Nevrs  Letr 
tcr,  No.  161.  From  May  26  to  June 
2,  nine  entered  and  fifteen  cleeirtd. 
Ibid.  No.  163.  From  June  9  to  16, 
thirteen  entered  and  eleven  dearad. 
Ibid.  No.  165. 

•  N.  Y,  Colon.  Doc'tB,  t.  618  | 
Wwtflifnion,  iL  Z20,  note. 
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COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  THE  PBOYINCE. 


CHAP.  MaBSK  liijsctts,  more  than  a  centnrv  ago,  "was  the  sanKj  busy 
&nd  enterprising  coiumimity  as  at  present^  and  tliat  the  energies 
1717.  of  her  people  flowed  in  snbBtaatially  the  same  cfaaxmels.  Is  it 
Strange  that  flooih  a  people  were  rcigarded  with  eoTj,  and  that 
the  Btatesmen  of  England,  nnable  to  solve  the  startling  problems 
which  1h!8  nnpamlleled  progress  presented,  became  fearfol  lest 
the  new  world  should  outstrip  the  ohl  ?  Under  these  circuin- 
staiices,  the  policy  which  wap  adopted  was  noitlicr  unnatural  nor 
inexplicable.  "  If  the  colonies  are  so  prosperous,"  —  thus  rea- 
soned the  ministers  of  the  king,  (for  ministers,  like  other  meo, 
reason  and  act  from  the  circmnstanoes  in  which  they  are 
placed,) — **  we  should  reap  the  benefit  of  that  prosperity ;  and 
they,  as  snbjects,  are  bonnd  to  contribute  to  the  rdief  of 
our  necessities.  If  En^hiud  is  burdened  with  dcltt,  America 
must  aid  in  paying  that  debt ;  and  if  the  colonies  will  not  vol- 
imtarily  sabmit,  tliey  must  be  forced  to  obey.  We  can  make 
onr  power  felt ;  and  if  they  refuse  to  yield,  we  must  punish 
their  stnbbomneas  by  retrenching  their  privileges/'  Few  had 
the  sagacity  to  perceive  tiiat  the  prosperity  of  America  was 
the  pros[)erity  of  E norland,  and  that  more  benefit  could  be 
derived  to  the  motlicr  country  by  h  aving  the  colonies  to  their 
own  way  tlian  by  hampering  their  commerce  with  burdensome 
restrictions,  and  checking  their  industry  by  disoooragiDg  maii- 
ufactures. 

It  was  the  popular  complaint  of  the  age,  however,  not  only- 
in  relation  to  the  charter,  but  also  to  the  proprietary  gorem- 
ment9,  that  they  showed  "  too  great  an  inclination  to  be 

independent  of  their  mother  country,  and  carried  on  a  trade 
destructive  to  that  of  Great  Britain  ; "  and  these  evils  it  was 
proposed  to  remedy  by  "  bringing  them  all  under  his  majesty's 
immediate  government^  and  compelling  them,  by  proper  laws, 
to  follow  the  commands  sent  them  by  the  crown.''  **  It  hath 
ever  been  the  wisdom," — thns  tliey  reasoned, — "not  only  of 
Great  Britain,  but  likewise  of  all  other  states,  to  secure,  by  all 
pobbible  meansi  the  eutire,  absolute,  and  immediate  dependenc/ 
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of  their  colonics ; "  and  henoe  the  attempts  to  reduce  the  colo*  chap. 
nieB  of  America.^  ^^^^^ 
A  dispate  irith  Mr.  Bridger,  his  majestjr's  sorvejor  of  the  1717. 
woods,  who  came  to  New  England  by  the  way  of  New  York, 

in  the  same  ship  witli  Lord  iiellamout,  to  "  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  its  capacity  for  producing  naval 
stores,  particularly  musts,  and  oak  timber  for  sliip  building," 
was  the  precursor  of  difficulties  which  disturbed  the  proTinoe 
fiir  a  series  of  years.  The  inhabitants  of  Maine,  conoeiTing 
tbal  Mr.  Bridger  had  infringed  upon  their  rights  by  forbidding 
tiieni  to  eat  trees  suitable  for  masts,  —  though  necessary  to 
make  way  for  the  operalions  of  tillage,  —  strenuously  opposed 
his  course,  and  were  joined  by  Mr.  Cooke,  a  zealous  j>olitician, 
who  chaiged  tlie  surveyor  with  malconduct,  in  compounding  Nov. 
with  trespassers  for  his  personal  emolument — permitting  such 
persons  as  would  pay  him  fiir  it  to  ent  down  jdie  trees  which 
were  said  to  belong  to  the  king.""  The  goTemor  took  tiie 
part  of  the  surveyor,  and  the  next  year  refused  to  approve  the  laa. 
choice  of  Cooke  as  a  member  of  the  Council.  Indii^nant  at 
this  interference,  the  rejected  candidate  memorialized  the  Coun* 
eil,  justi^ring  his  conduct  That  body  at  first  inclined  to  pass 
tiie  matter  by ;  but  subsequently  a  committee  was  appointed 
on  their  part^  to  jom  a  conunittee  of  the  House,  to  consider  this 
memorial ;  and  the  joint  committee  reported  in  faror  of  Cooke. 
An  account  of  these  proceedings  was  transmitted  to  England; 

'  N.  Y.  Colon.  Doc't%  r.  628 ;  Chai-  scits^  was  ordered  to  cause  acU  to  be 

men,  Revolt,  ii.  42,  43.  pamied  for  the  preservation  of  the  tree* 

•  Cooke's  Vindication,  2(1  ed.  pn.  5,  in  his  jurisdiction.  In  the  next  rcif^, 

6t  Hutcfainaon,  iL  201.  By  tbe  am-  — that  of  QueenAnne,  —  trc<»  fitfor 

ter,  til  tTMs  miitiible  for  uuMto  were  fhe  navy  were  to  be  marked  with  the 

resnrv i  d  to  the  crown;  and  as  early  tfl  broad  arrow,  and  a  register  of  the 

l(t>dH,  the  f3^vemm<'nt  of  Massachu-  mme  was  to  be  kept.    This  whole 

aetta  had  reserved  for  public  uusc  all  matter  wua  more  fruitful  in  dinuutes 

piDe  trees  twenty-four  inches  in  di-  than  in  benefits,  however;  ana,  faj 

•meter  nt  three  feet  from  the  ground,  niismanagement,  it  tended  to  exaspcr- 

Maas.  Kcc'a.   In  the  reign  of  King  ate  rather  than  to  ooaciLate.  See 

WiUiara,  a  'aurveyor  of  the  woods**  Prorinoe  Lawa^  12,  cd.  1726}  Bel- 

wxH  ap])oiiite(!  by  the  cruwn  ;  and  Lord  knap's  N.  H.  ii.  26-29,  32  }  WUllllB* 

Belbmonty the  govexiaor of  Mawarfm-  aoo^sMe* 


IIJO  BB8XBICXX0H  QT  XAJrUFACTCBSa. 

OHAF.  and  tlie  Board  of  Trade^  in  Ihear  lejily,  oensored  the  oonduot 
of  the  HoQse^  and  justified  the  gOTernor ;  but  tiie  House  le- 
1719.  i^ued  to  eabmit  to  this  oeDtare,  eU^ing  that  it  wae  ooeaeioDed 

by  "  sending  home  the  papers  on  one  side  only,  whereby  their 
lordsliips  were  informed  ex  parte At  the  next  election,  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  was  publicly  disapproved  by  the  choice 
of  nevr  lepreseiitatives  fi>r  BoBtOD,  and  by  a  change  in  otb«r 
towns  adrerae  to  iiis  inteNsts.^ 

Toe  some  timfl^  the  English  gOTenmmt  had  resolTed  upon 
the  policy  of  restricting  naanftctiires  in  the  pUmtations,  on  tfie 
plea  that  tliey  "  tended  to  lessen  their  dependence  on  Great 
Britain."  Nearly  every  branch  of  industr}-  was  subjected  to 
these  restrictions,  and  every  form  of  competition  was  discour- 
aged or  forbidden.   Through  the  intervention  of  the  hatters 

1719.  of  Iiondon,  Pariiament  Ibrbade  the  transportation  of  hats  firoaa 
one  plantation  to  another.*  At  the  instance  of  the  proprielCMB 
of  iron  works,  it  was  decreed  that  ''none  in  the  plantatiow 
should  manufacture  iron  wart^  of  any  kind  whatsoever  ; "  and 
every  "forge  jioing  by  water,  for  making  bar  or  lud  iron/'  was 
proposed  to  be  prohibited  by  the  Peers.*  Massachusetts,  ever 
yigilant  to  protect  her  own  interests,  had  antidpated  this 

17UL  action  of  the  motfier  country,  hf  passing  an  mipoet  biU, 
approved  by  the  governor,  levying  a  dnty,  not  only  npon  Weal 
India  goods,  wines,  but  of  one  per  cent  npon  Engliaii 
mnnufiiotures  and  Englisli  ships.  This  ordinance  was  promptly 
denounced  as  "  a  great  hardship  ou  lii  itisli  owners  "  and  was 
negatived  by  tlie  king ;  but  before  the  receipt  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  "give  all  enconragement  to  the  manu&ctures  of  Great 
Britain,*'  and  the  warning  of  tiie  Board  of  Trade  that  the 
''passage  of  sach  aco  might  endanger  tiiehr  charter,"  the 
Honse  passed  a  second  lull  of  tiie  same  tenor,  and  sent  it  to 

*  On  thifl  omtrorenv,  eee  Mbhl  *  Andeiwn,  Hiil  CoamatB,  9L 

Bee''-;  r  in',,  r'.  Vindication,  2(1  ed.  n.  88,  89;  Bancrors  U.  S.  ill.  3fVt. 

5  et  fieq. ;  liutchiiuon,  vol  iL ;  Quur  Tbia  act  was  defeated  by  the  vigilanoe 

men,  Revolt,  S.  11^17.  of  the  coloaiet. 
'  Aet«G.I.c28. 
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Urn  Ooqncil  for  ooncnmnoe.  Th»  Oomicil  proposed  as  aa  chap. 
■MDdmeBi  to  leave  out  the  dnty  on  Engluh  TesMls  and  goods ;  ,J!^ 
bat  the  Home  adhered  to  the  original  bill.  A  oonferenoe  itvk 

4 

ensued  :  but  the  House  insisted  on  their  former  vote.  The 
discussion  lasted  several  wr*  ks,  l)otli  parties  refusing  to  yield  ; 
until  the  gOYernor,  in  a  "  mild  and  healing  speech,''  suggef^ted 
that  the  House,  by  their  too  great  pertinacity,  might  rather 
destragr  than  presenre  Ihose  privileges  so  justly  prized ; "  when 
the  oontroverled  daase  was  droi^)ed,  and,  after  some  further 
debate,  the  matter  was  so  adjusted  as  to  allay  the  exdtement 
which  had  prevailed,  aud  restore  haimouy  tu  liie  lictiun  of  the 
government.^ 

The  ^barraasment  of  the  finances  of  the  province  was  a  1720. 
frnilfol  BDiiKoe  of  disBonsion  and  debate.  Trade,  if  not  in  a 
hwgaishlng  condition,  was  suffering  from  the  derangement  in 
4e  currency,  which  had  continned  to  increase  notwithstanding 
an  additional  issue  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  ITM. 
credit.  Indeed,  not  only  at  t!iis  juncture,  but  for  a  period  of 
at  least  thirty  yeairs,  sei  iuua  evil.-^  resulted  from  tlie  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  the  hUis  in  circulation ;  and  all  who  depended 
€n  their  inooma  for  support — deigymen,  salaried  officers,  and 
widows  and  orphans  of  limited  means — were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  suffering  and  want  Public  institutions,  supported  by 
funds,  and  with  which  the  interests  of  literature  and  religion 
were  blended,  tended  to  decay  ;  the  settlement  of  estates  was 
delayed  by  administrators  ;  trade  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
reduced  to  a  state  of  barter ;  the  rich  wore  becoming  richer ; 
tiie  poor  were  becoming  poorer ;  and  the  province,  to  many, 
aeemed  on  the  veig^  of  bankmpU^  and  ruin.* 

The  condnot  of  the  governor  in  this  emergency  was  not 

>  On  this  afiiur,  see  Mass.  Kec's,  Eng. ;  Bancroft's  U.  S.  iiL  387-390. 

and  Hutchinnon,  iL  904-209;  Similar  embarrawments  prevailed  in 

'  On  the  finances,  see  the  tracts  the  other  colonies,  orijjlniiing  from 

pubkiihed  ihun  1716  to  1720(  and  the  same  source — aa  over  issue  of 

HutofauMon,  a.  SIO  €t  aoL}  bills  of  oediL 
Iffiao^  L  c.  Ti  Feit*s  Outseoey  of  N. 
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CHAP,  eminently  calculated  to  conciliate  the  people ;  and^  hy  iis 

^Jl^  attempts  to  oensore  the  preas,'  and  other  impolitic  steps,  a  fi>r- 
iiao.  midable  opposition  was  organized  against  him.  His  r^jectioii 
May.  of  Cooke  as  speaker  of  the  House  exasperated  that  body  ;  and 

May  ao.  on  their  refusing  to  proceed  to  a  second  election,  the  court 
was  hastily  dis.-»olYcd.'    Writs  for  a  new  assembly  were  imme- 

Jnljris.  diatcly  issued,  whicli  was  to  meet  ia  July  ;  but  when  convened, 
though  for  the  despatch  of  busine^  a  new  speaker  was  chosen,' 
a  protest  waa  entered  against  the  conduct  of  the  governor  in 
dissolving  the  fonner  bodj  for  **  asserting  and  maintaaning 
their  just  and  ancient  privilege  of  choosing  their  speaker,"  and 
the  House  refused  to  acknowledge  "  his  excellency's  power  to 
negative  "  such  choice.  Nor  did  their  r«ientment  cease  here. 
Tlic  nrw  llouse  assumed  the  choice  of  notaries  public ;  nega- 
tived the  negotiations  of  the  governor  with  the  Penobscot 
tribe ;  reduced  his  semiannual  salary  from  six  hundred  to  iive 
hnndred  pounds ;  and,  '*  considering  the  low  circumstances  of 
the  province,"  they  ordered  that  "no  draft  should  be  made 
upon  t!ie  treasury  for  cx|)onses  at  times  f)f  public  i*cjoicing  for 
the  future."    Dissatisfied  with  these  proceeding?,  the  governor 

Joi7  23.  again  interposed,  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  put  an  end  to 
the  session.^ 

17^-21.    In  the  following  year  the  controversy  was  renewed.  The 
'  governor,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  court,  rooom- 
mended  a  scries  of  measures  to  which,  in  his  estimation,  the 

exigencies  of  the  public  demanded  attention.  These  were, 
that  steps  sliould  l»c  taken  to  prevent  tlie  depreeiatiou  of  the 
currency  ;  to  suppress  unlawful  trade  with  the  French  at  Cape 
Breton ;  to  punish  the  authors  of  factious  and  seditious  pa- 
pers ;  to  provide  a  present  for  the  Five  Nations  in  New  York ; 

*  OBduKi^ur»ae«theMan.Itee'i^  (ion  in  Bortoniwi  hdd  on  Friday, 

Hutchinson,  Grihanio,  June  10.    Boston  News  better,  Noi. 

'  Boston  News  letter,  No.  846 ;  ^S,  853 }  ilutchiuson,  IL 
Gooke'ii  Vindication,  2d  cd.  passim ;      *  MasR.  Ree'ft;  Borton  Nem  It/A/' 

Hutchinson,  vol.  li.  tsr,  NcM.  SMt,  8M  |  HytflhiiMftn,  iL 

*  ISmothy  Lei.daU,  £iq.  The  eleo- 
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and  to  enlarge  his  salary,  which  thej  had  seen  fit  to  retrench ;  chap. 
bat  the  Houae  refoaed  to  oonaeot  to  either  proposal.^  .^^^ 
«  Nor  mn  any  dlspoeition  evinced  in  other  respeeto  to  con-  ifit. 
form  to  hiB  reqnirements ;  for  at  the  next  Beesion  of  tiie  court  ^* 

a  new  speaker  was  chosen,  and,  to  prevent  his  being  n<^tived, 
a  messaGre  was  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  aeqnainting 
them  that  "John  Clarke,  Esq.,  is  chosen  speaker  of  the  House, 
and  is  now  iUHng  ta  Me  cAoir."  At  this  mesaage  hia  excel- 
leni^  was  exceedingly  exasperated,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
dissolving  the  court)  when  he  was  reminded  by  his  friends  that 
no  choice  of  councillors  had  been  made,  and  that,  if  the  court 
"Was  adjoiuiicd  without  such  choice,  the  p:oveniment  would  bo 
upended  for  a  year.  This  brought  him  to  his  senses  ;  and, 
in  oonscqncncc  of  the  prevalence  of  the  small  pox  in  Boston, 
after  a  little  bosineaa  had  been  transacted,  the  court  was  ad*  UbjSL 
joumed  to  Cambridge.* 

Here  a  new  system  of  tactics  was  adopted.  The  governor,  jvm  & 
in  his  daspatchcs  to  the  ministers  in  Eni^hind,  saw  fit  to  inform 
them  "  that  the  assembly,  composed  of  men  more  fit  for  the 
afiairs  of  farming  than  for  the  duty  of  legislators,  showed  no 
xq;ard  to  the  royal  prerogatiTe  or  instructions^  but  endeavored 
to  traof^gress  the  limits  of  the  charter,  though  he  was^  indeed, 
supprted  by  the  Goancil,  who  themselTea  wanted  assistance.''* 
Such  representations  could  but  widen  the  breach  between  the 
parties ;  and  the  House  neglected  to  make  provisions  for  the 
support  of  his  excellency  and  other  officers,  until  they  saw 
what  action  he  would  take  upon  tlio  votes  they  had  passed. 
But  the  goremor  had  his  revenge  *  for  when  the  House  asked 
leave  to  adjourn,  he  negatived  the  request  The  House  then 
adjourned  from  Wedncaday  to  the  following  Tuesday ;  but  this,  ia 


*  Mass.  lice's;  CoUection  of  Fro- 
eee^n^s  of  Oenend  Court,  30,  31 ; 

Hutchinson,  iL  The  oontroveny  upon 
the  estiblishment  of  a  fixed  s^il  try  for 
the  guvvmor,  lie^jtm  uuiler  Mr.  i)ud- 
)0j*i  artniiniittwitipiij  ms  oontimwd 

TOL.  U.  8 


through  this.  CoUection  of  Proceed- 
ings SOea.  Court,  ed.  1729,  p.  26  et 

KG. 

'  MasR.  Rec's;  Boatoa  News  Lefe- 
ter,  No.  903. 
*  Ghahnio^a  Bevolt 
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COAF.  SO  hur  ivom  mending  matters,  oiiijr  made  them  worse.  Tbe 
eoane  of  the  Hoom  was  oeiumred  as  "  irregular/'  and  was 

iTSL  aflerwards  made  the  groand  of  a  serious  diarge  against  Ifaat 
faodj.^  In  Tain  did  Kr.  Dammer,  the  agent  of  the  provineoi 
tentare  to  remonstrate.  In  Taid  did  he  assure  the  Hoose  that 
iimr  conduct  was  displeasing  to  the  miiii-tcrs  of  the  tinsr,  who, 
"when  they  foond  a  governor,  fittril  tn  iimk''  any  jM  i.jjlc  happy, 
was  made  uxtdosy  in  Now  England,  concluded  tiiat  the  people 
would  have  no  governor  at  all  from  England,  but  wanted  to 
be  independent  of  the  crown.''*  Sooh  ivmonstramceB  were 
nnweloome ;  and  the  agent  waa  diBmiased.  His  able  De&noe 
of  the  Charters  of  New  England  "  was  pnbtished  abont  this 
time  ;  but  the  value  of  his  services  to  tlie  cause  of  his  country, 
which  would  perhaj>s  have  been  appreciated  under  more  favor- 
able circumstances,  was  lessened  in  the  public  estimation  by 
reason  of  his  interference  in  the  difficulties  with  Hr.  Shnte.' 
The  prevalence  of  the  small  pox,  which,  after  an  interval  of 

ApiiL  abont  twenty  years,^  broke  ont  again  in  Uaasachnsetts,  was 
attended  with  the  osnal  horrors  of  that  loathsome  disease; 
for,  out  of  live  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  persons 
who  were  attjicked  in  Boston,  eitdit  hundred  and  forty-four 
died.^  The  practice  of  inoculation  bad  been  recently  intro- 
duced into  Europe ;  and  Cotton  Mather,  one  of  the  ministors 
of  Boston,  having  read,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal 

'  Mias.  R«e*«j  JottT.  Ho.  of  Rep.;  the  year  1700;  and  in  1702-3,  it 

Proceedings  of  the  Mfiss.  Ray,  &c.  broke  out  af^in.  Drake's  Boston,  ^26. 

*  His  letters  to  the  I'roviuoe,  aud  *  1  here  follow  the  Bo«ton  Newg 
Hutchiiviwm,  vol  ii.  Letter,  No.  943,  Doutjlas,  Jn  4  M.  H. 

'  The  Rnt  eilition  of  this  able  worit  CoU.  ii.  168i,  and  I lutchinfion,  il  247. 
was  published  in  1721.  There  had  But  in  1  M.  R  CoU.  r.  207,  ia  an  cx- 
been  MTenl  ftttempbi  before  thu  date  tract  from  «n  **  old  afanaiiBe."  wfaidi 
to  annul  tlie  charter  of  Massitchiiscttji,  sUites  that58I3  wrsons  More  atLickcd, 
aa  in  1701,  ;  but,  by  the  interven-  and  771  died.  The  name  extract  ca- 
tion of  fnends,  they  were  happily  fru»-  timatei  the  population  of  Bo^iton  at 
tnitcd;  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo-  thin  date  at  10,dG7,  of  whom  6018 
pie,  in  that  re-^nprr  nt  least,  remninod  Ilvod  to  the  south  of  the  "  mill  creek," 
unmolested.  Hutchinson,  ii.  120,121.  and  4549  to  tlie  nortli.    Of  the  for- 

*  Douf^Ios,  m  4  M.  H.  ColL  il  16S.  mer,32I7  had  the  nmall  pox,  and  490 
The  small  pox  had  prev.uled  in  Mi--  died;  and  of  the  Ittter,  2006  wcre  iV 
Bchuaetts  four  time^  at  leust,  before  tacked,  and  281  died. 
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Society  of  England,  of  which  he  was  a  XDomber,  letters  from  ghaf. 


1 

and  ite  snocseaB)  intereBted  bimaelf  to  inlrodiioe  it  into  Amo^  191L 
ica ;  ^  but  fais  appIicatioB  to  the  phyndans  of  the  town  was  at 
first  miflaocessful.    At  length  Dr.  Boylston  consented  to  tiy 

the  experiment  upon  his  own  childnm  and  pcrviint^.  His  suc- 
cess was  encouraging.  But  the  practice  was  opposed,  not  only 
by  the  medical  faculty  generally,  —  among  whom  Poqghu,  a 
Scotchman,  and  Dalhondo,^  a  Frenchman,  were  oonBpiciioaa  fiir 
tiicir  zeal, — bnt  ako  by  many  **pioufl  peoplOi''  aa  well  as  the 
"  Tulgar,"  who  inonnatad  that,  if  his  patients  died,  he  '^shonld 
be  treated  as  a  murderer."*  The  masristrates  of  Boston 
were  eciually  dehi  lrtl  ;  and,  upon  c  nnsultution  with  the  phy- 
siciauH,  a  manifesto  was  put  forth  showing  the  dangers  of  the 
practice.^  Even  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  did  not  display 
their  nsaal  wisdom,  and  faroiigfat  in  a  bOl  prohibiting  Inocala- 
t&on;  bnt  the  Gonndl  hesitated,  and  the  bill  stopped.*  It 
most  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  tiiere  were  none  in  the 
province  jK^^j.-essed  of  sufficient  intclliirence  to  comprehend  so 
sinipie  a  j^ubject.  Several  of  the  ministers,  as  Increase  Matlier 
and  Dr.  Column,  espoused  the  cause  of  inoculation,  and  wroto 
in  its  &7or.*  Bnt  Cotton  Mather,  the  patron  of  the  movement 

*  One  of  these  lett^r^  wiis  repub-  a  Letter  to  A —  S — ,  M.  I),  and  F. 

lished  in  the  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  It.  S.,  in  London,"  and  was  printed 

9M«  ind  both  were  iMrtied  in  a  pam-  by  J.  Fiankfin,  at  hit  Printing  Houw 

Ehk't  form  !)v  Dr.  Bovlstnn.    Doug-  in  Queen  St,  over  against  Mr.  Sheafs 

Ls  in  4  M.  \L  Coll.  ii.  169,  asaerte  School,  1722."   A  reply  to  Douglaa 

that  be  lent  to  Dr.  Mather  the  num-  was  publi^hed^  entitled'*' A  Friendly 

ben  of  the  PhikMophiodTbiiwii^nm  Debate,"  &c.,  by  Acedeminua* 

containing  this  account  *  Hutchinson, 

'  Uutounson,  iL  248,  says  I>al«  *  MasK.  Kec's. 

hoDde  I  liut  hb  autograph,  in  my  po9-  *  The  title  of  L  Mather's  pamphlet 

session,  jfives  the  spelling  of  tin     xt  T  am  unable  to  pivc  ;  hut  tbit  or  Dr. 

I>otiglas  sajs  be  opfKJsea  the  practice  Colmaa      entitled  **  borne  Observa- 

M  **iiot  being  mffioently  tarared  of  tiooB  <m  the  New  Method  of  veeeiv* 

its  wfety  and  caiiKi]ueiwn ; "  and  he  ing  the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculating  or 

reckoned  it  "a  «n  against  society  to  Omftinj;."   T  have  wen  also  an  nnon- 

propagate  infection  by  this  meaiis,  '  yinoua  nanipiilet,  attributed  to  W  al- 

&c.  ter  Grainger,  entitled  ''The  PropoiA* 

'  The  pamphlet  of  Dnii^liH  WIS  en-  tion  of  ?nrrn!  uion  aft  A  Dttty  fell" 

titled    InortiUtion  of  the  Small  Fox  gioualy  oonaidered." 
^  *  n  lOo^oOf  connderad  hi 
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CHAP,  did  not  escape  without  experiencmg  the  evil  elTccts  of  popular 
pi^ndioe.  Not  onlj  wis  he  peraonally  assailed  in  Tituperatire 
171L  pwnpbletBi  but  mobs  paraded  the  atreets,  with  halters  in  Ihdr 
haiida»  uttering  violeat  and  inflammatory  language;  aad  a 
hand  grenade  was  thrown  in  at  his  window,  for  tiie  destmelion 
of  hia  nephew,  Mr.  Walter,  the  minister  of  Roxbury,  wlio  had 
been  privately  inoculated  in  liis  liouse.*  Yet  the  practice  was 
coutinuod,  in  spite  of  opposition  ^  and  in  the  end  its  defenders 
effiBctoally  triumphed.* 
It  was  daring  the  height  of  this  oontrOYersy  Uiat  the  ooort, 

AiwJS.  which  had  been  disaolTed  in  Jnlj,  assembled  upon  a  new  sam- 
mons  at  the  George  TaTom,  at  the  extreme  part  of  the  town. 
Mr.  CJaike  was  chosen  speaker;  and  a  message  was  sent  to 
the  governor  informing  him  of  thiti  choice,  which  he  saw  lit  to 
approYe.3  Apprehensive  of  danger,  however,  from  the  prox- 
imify  of  the  contagion,  the  House  passed  a  vote  for  removing 
tiie  court  to  Cambridge ;  bot  the  CkHmdl  nonrooncorred.  The 
goreraor  immediately  informed  the  House  that  he  would  iriU- 
ingly  consent  to  their  removal,  "  if  he  was  applied  to  in  such 
a  manner  a^  biiould  consist  with  the  sole  right  in  him  of 
acyourning,  proroguing,  and  dissolving  the  court;"  but  the 
House  would  not  concede  this  right,  and  a  quorum  chose  to 
risk  their  Utss  in  Boston  rather  than  acknowledge  the  power 
of  the  governor  to  control  their  motions  at  pleasure.^ 

Nor  did  the  House  hesitate  to  join  issue  with  the  statesmen 
of  Eni^land,  who  sanctioned  the  course  of  tlio  governor ;  for, 
notwiilmtanding  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  <^enoral  was  for- 
warded, that  "he  had  good  right  to  negative  the  speaker," 

'  In  the  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  Law  of  Physick,  either  Natural  or  IX- 

MO,  8fe  foil  particuhrs  of  this  afCiir.  yine,  and  therefore  unlawfiiL** 

DouglaK,  in  4  M.  IL  Coll.  H  169,  -  P>  n  l  ton'a  Account,  Lond.  ed. 

aayn,  hy  Novcmhcr  18  one  hundred  172G}  TranR.  Ro>-al  Soc.  vol.  xxx.  | 

fOWM  had  been  inoculated.     One  Hutchinson,  iL ;  I^cmberton,  id  1  M. 


Williams,  and  was  entitled  **  oereral      *  Maaa.  itec'i;  liutcimuiout  ii.241» 
Argumenti  proving  thit  LMWuktiiig  242. 
titt  tell  Pteli  not  MBtaiMd  in  tlM 


Ma-ss.  Rec's  ;  ITutrT.insnn,  ii.  241. 
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and  the  lords  of  trade  approved  liia  prooeeding%  the  House  chap. 
drew  up  a  remonstrance,  justifying  their  own  oondnett  and  J!^^ 
declaring,  temperately  yet  firmly,  that,  "with  all  deference  to  im. 
the  opiuioQ  of  the  attorney  general,  tliey  inudt  still  claim  the 
right  of  solely  electing  and  constituting  their  speaker  •  and 
they  humbly  presumed  that  their  so  doing  could  not  be  ao 
oonnted  a  alight  of,  or  a  disaffection  to,  his  uajee^B  instmo* 
lions,  or  as  bearing  upon  the  royal  prerogative.''  * 

Pending  the  progress  of  these  disputes,  serions  diffienltiee 
had  arisen  with  the  eastern  Indians,  who,  highly  incensed  at 
the  c»  111(1  Mved  encroachments  of  the  New  England  coloni(^, 
were  instigated  by  the  French  to  invade  the  territories  of  the 
English.  Sebastian  Basles,  a  Jesuit  missionary,  and  an  accom* 
plisbed  scholar,  was  tiie  S|nritaal  guide  of  the  tribes ;  and,  as 
he  was  in  close  correspondence  with  the  goyemor  of  Canada, 
H  was  with  his  ooosent,  if  not  with  his  approval,  that  these 
ravages  were  committed.*  The  people  of  ^fassachusetts  re- 
sented his  eontluct;  and  Governor  Shntc  was  not  a  littlo 
displeased  at  the  treatment  he  had  personally  experienced 
during  his  visit  to  the  eastward,  with  several  of  the  Council  J^Jn. 
of  New  Hampehure,  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  at  Arrowsick 
Island.*  In  1720,  the  House  resolved  tiiat  one  hundred  and  ^l^-^ 
fifty  men  should  be  sent  to  Nonridgewock  to  ^compel  the 
Indians  to  make  full  satisfaction  for  the  damages  they  had 
done ; "  and  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Captain  Leighton,  the 
high  sheriff  of  York,  for  the  apprehension  of  Rasles.  The 
governor,  however,  esteemed  this  resolve  as  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  an  invasion  of  the  prerogative;  and  the  Council 
roected  it*  *   

lo  the  following  year,  two  hundred  Indians,  under  Frendi  Ang.i7. 

i  Maii.KccPt{Hiitdiiiwoii,e.2(S.  H.  CbD.  v.  112-119;  BeDuiap's  N. 

*  Part  of  this  oorreftpondence  may  K.  iL  47 1  Wiiruimsoa's  Mol  n.  |  N. 
be  seen  in  the  M.  H.  Coil's.   Conip.  H.  Hi«r,  Col.  ii.  242-257. 

also  Hutchinson,  ii. ;  Belknap's  N.  IT.       *  Moh^  Kec's ;  Boston  Gazette,  No. 

i.  49 ;  Franklin's  Works,  iv.  7,  note.  47 ;  Nem  LeUtt,  Na  869(  Belkiipiv 

•  Shiile't  Letter  to  fiall^^  in  IM.  iL6i. 


lis  DIFFICULTIEB  WITH  ZH£  INDUNS. 

CtfAF.  colors,  came  to  Geoi^etown,  upon  the  Arrowsick  Island,  my 

tTSL  Hie  governor.^  Tbe  House  took  notice  of  this  a&ir;  and 
towards  the  dose  of  the  session  Hie  governor  was  prevailed 

upon  to  consent  that  three  hundred  men  sliould  be  sent  to  the 
head  quarters  of  the  Indians  with  a  proehimation,  commauding 
them  to  "deliver  up  the  Jesuits,  and  the  other  heads  and 
fomenters  of  this  rebeUion,  and  to  make  satis&ction  for  dam- 
ages." The  prosecution  of  this  enterprise  was  delayed  from 
Mot.  s.  time  to  time^  when  the  Hoose  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  a 
party  was  sent  to  Norridgewock,  under  Cok>nd  Thomas  West* 
abrooke,  who  returned  with  the  papers  of  Ilaslcs,  but  not  liis 
person,  "  his  faithful  disciples>  having  taken  caie  to  S4^ure  his 
person,  and  to  fljr  with  liim  into  the  woods."*  The  seizure  of 
Oastine,  a  natural  son  of  the  Baron  Gastine,  who  was  brought 
to  Boston  «nd  put  in  dose  confinement,  tended  further  to  ezas- 

1722.  perate  the  French ;  and  in  the  ensuing  year,  sixty  Indians,  in 
twenty  canoes,  went  to  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  and  took  nine 
families  prisoners,  while  other  parties  made  an  attempt  upon  a 
fishint,'  vessel  from  Ipswich,  lying  in  one  of  the  eastern  harbors, 
and  burned  a  sloop  at  St.  George's  River.  These  hostile  acts 
were  followed  by  the  burning  of  Brunswick ;  end  in  the  fol- 

Aug.  lowing  August  a  dedaratton  of  war  was  issued ;  but  the  House 
presuming  to  determine  the  service  in  which  the  troops  were 
to  be  employed,  the  governor  informed  tlicm  tiiat  "  the  king, 
his  master,  and  tht^  royal  charter,  had  given  him  tiie  sole  com- 
mand and  direction  of  the  militia,  and  all  the  forces  which 
might  be  raised  on  any  emergency ;  and  that  he  should  not 
suffer  himself  to  be  under  any  direction  but  his  own,  and  those 
oflBcers  he  should  think  fit  to  appoint."'  The  controversy 
which  ensued  upon  this  point,  as  well  'ds  upon  the  attem|»t  of 
the  House  to  assume  the  management  of  the  war,  and  to  call 

'  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  917  j      ■  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  946  j 
Bidknap,  ii.  61.  Belknap,  il  51, 62. 

«  Bdknapk  ib  62. 
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to  flieir  Iwr  Colonel  Walton,  to  render  bis  reftsone  why  1h»  chap. 

Orders  rating  to  tiie  expedition  to  Penoteoot  Imd  not  been 

executed,"  was  continued  for  some  time,  when  tlic  governor,  1722-23. 

Jam,  1* 

who  had  secretly  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England,  left  the 
province,  imkuown  to  nearly  eveiy  one,  to  laj  his  grievancea 
before  thB  king.^ 

At  tbe  departnre  of  Colonel  Sbnte^  fbe  fhnctions  of  the  chief 
niagistnu^  devolved  npon  WQliAm  Dnmmer,  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, who  remained  at  tiie  head  of  affairs  for  the  next  mx 
years.  In  hi:^  first  speech  to  the  court,  reluctant  to  renew  the  Jan.  2. 
controversy  which  had  imbittcred  the  adiiiinir^tratiou  of  his 
predecesBOr,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  concar  with  them 
in  any  meaanre  for  his  majeslj'a  service^  and  the  good  of  the 
province.^  Samnei  Sewall,  the  sole  surviving  assistant  under 
tiie  charter  of  Charles  I.,  and  tiie  unoompromislng  advocate 
of  the  liberties  of  tlie  people,  replied  to  this  speech  ;  and  his 
reply  was  characteristic  of  the  man  and  of  the  past.  "  Although 
the  unerring  providence  of  God"  —  such  were  his  words  — 
"has  brought  your  honor  to  the  chair  of  government  in  a 
doudy  and  tempeetoous  season,  yet  yon  have  this  for  your 
encouragement,  that  the  people  yon  have  to  do  with  are  part 
of  the  Israel  of  God,  and  you  may  expect  to  have  of  the  pro- 
dence  and  patience  of  Moses  communicated  to  you  for  your 
conduct.  It  is  evident,  that  our  almighty  Saviour  counselled 
the  first  planters  to  remove  hither  and  settle  liere  ;  and  tlicy 
dutifully  followed  bis  advice,  and  therefore  he  will  never  leave 
nor  forsake  them  nor  theirs ;  so  that  your  honor  must  needs 
be  happy  in  sincerely  seeking  thdr  happiness  and  wd&re, 
which  your  Inrth  and  education  will  incline  you  to  do.  Difi- 
aha  qiue  pulehra.  I  promise  myself,  that  they  who  sit  at  this 
board  will  yield  their  faithful  advice  to  your  honor,  according 
to  the  duty  of  their  place."  ' 

As  the  olyect  of  Qovemor  Shute's  return  to  England  was  to 

»  Boston  News  Letter,  Noe.  987,      *  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  989 ; 
988^  9601  HutchuuoD,  iL  960, 261.     HutdmiMn,  iL  264. 
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CQMi^LJLlUTA  AGAINST  THE  PUOVLUCH. 


CHAP,  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  legislature,  measures  for  defence 
were  promptly  taken,  llr.  Anthony  Sanderson  was  recoin- 
mended  by  Mr.  Popple^  of  the  plaatation  office^  as  qualified  for 
ageat  of  the  prOTinoe ;  and  the  Hotue  sent  their  papers  to  him 
Uaj.  to  be  used  as  the^  should  order.^  At  the  next  annual  oouri^ 
no  adTices  had  been  received  from  England.  Accordingly,  the 
House  chose  their  speaker,  and  placed  him  iu  Uic  chair  with- 
out presenting  hini  to  the  governor  for  confirmation  ;  and  in 

OeL  23.  Other  matters  saw  fit  to  assert  tlieir  own  rightB.^  By  the  fall, 
the  heads  of  oomplaint  against  the  province  were  received.' 

Oct.  98.  The  House  immediate/  voted  that  these  were  groundless^ 
and  ordered  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  be  remitted  to 
Mr.  Sanderson,  to  employ  oonnsd  to  justify  their  proceed- 
ings J  but  the  Council  non-concurred.  The  House  then  pre- 
pared an  answer  to  the  complaint,  and  an  address  lo  the  king; 
but  these,  too,  the  Council  refused  to  approve.  Upon  this 
the  speaker  was  ordered  to  sign  the  papers,  and  they  were 
forwarded  to  England.  The  Council  prepared  a  separate 
addresSt  which  wss  forwarded  to  Golond  Shute.  At  the  same 
time,  with  the  oonsent  of  the  Council,  agents  were  sent  to 
England  on  behalf  of  the  j)rovincc  to  aiipear  iu  its  defence ; 
and  Jeremiah  Dummer  and  Elisha  Cooke  were  chosen  for  that 
purpose.^ 

July.  Meanwhile  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  were  continued 
at  the  eastward ;  and  Canseau  was  surprised,  and  sixteen  or 
seventeen  vessels  belongmg  to  Msssachusetts  were  taken.'  In 

17M^  the  following  year  furth^  incursions  were  made,  and  the  war 

July  10.  ^^^^  fiercely.    Father  Riisli  -  liad  hitherto  escaj)ed  ;  but  at 
Aiig.l2.  length  he  was  surprised  at  his  head  quarters  at  xSorridgewock, 
and,  being  fired  upon,  was  slain.   The  Indians,  panio-struck, 

*  HutdhirT«on.  tcr,  No.  1041;  Collection  of  Proceed- 

*  Mass.  itec's,  and  Hutchinaon,  ings  of  Gen.  Court,  36,  37 1  Hutchio- 
toLiL  ton,  11271-273. 

*  Collection  of  Pkooeedrogt  of  Qen.      '  Hutchinson,  il.  2CG,  267}  HiB- 
Court,  36,  37.  burton's  N.  S.  k  102, 103. 

*  Maiifi.  iiec'8 ;  Boston  News  Letr 
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hastQj  fled.  The  Englusb  punned  vatil  thef  took  to  the  chap. 
woods,  when  tiiey  returned,  plmidered  the  village,  and  raiir  ,^Z^ 
Bieked  the  ehurch.'    Suhsequcntly  the  goTemment  of  the  iw. 

province  increased  the  preiniuiu  oa  Indiau  ^Ips  to  one  hun- 
dred }>uuii(l;i  of  the  ordinary  currency.    John  Lovewell,  an 
eQterpriaiug  partisan  warrior,  encouraged  by  this  bounty  raised 
a  company  of  volanteerSi  and  made  one  or  two  Boocessfal  espe-  ir^iis. 
ditioDS ;  bat  Tentoring  out  a  third  time,  to  a  place  called  and 
Pigwacketi  he  was  anrprtsed  and  daln,  with  sereral  of  his 
Mowers.*  A  eeesation  of  arms  followed ;  a  treaty  of  peace  nv. 
was  agreed  upon  at  Boston  ;  iu  the  following  year,  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  in  person,  attended  by  gentlemen  of  the  court, 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  General  Mas- 
carene,  of  Nova  Scotia,  ratified  the  same  at  Falmouth ;  a  long  n?^ 

,  Aug.  6 

psaoe  ensned ;  and  provisions  were  made  for  the  erection  of 
trading  houses  on  the  St.  Qeorge^  the  Kennebec,  and  the  Saoo 
Bivers,  where  the  Indians  were  supplied  with  goods  on  more 

favorable  terms  than  they  had  been  furnished  by  the  Frcach. 
Thus  ended  the  Indian  difficulties,  which  had  lasted  nearly 
forty  years ;  and  for  the  twenty  years  following  but  little  dis- 
turbance ooconed.' 

Theaffiursof  the  province  abroad  were  stOl  in  an  unsettled 
stale.  Soon  after  tiie  arrival  of  the  new  agents  in  England,  a 
second  memorial  was  presented  by  Governor  Shute,  complain- 
ing of  mattei-a  transacted  subsequently  to  his  departure  from 
MaR?achu?ett<?.  Upon  this  memorial  hearings  were  had  ;  but  June  6, 
the  determination  of  the  lords  of  trade,  and  of  liis  majesty  in 
council,  were^  for  the  most  part,  mi&vorable  to  the  province. 

'  liostoQ  Xews  Jitter,  No;:.  107 1,  IT.  vol  L;  HoliiMi^  Am.  Ana.  L  686; 

m6 ;  Hutchinson,  II  27:1-284  ;  Chir-  637. 

ievoix ;  Belknap,  iL  60;  Haliburton's  ^ '  Cohnan's  Menu,  m  1  M.  H.  CoU. 

N.  8. 1  104,  109.  ^  108;  Hutdbmaon.  n.  $  Belknap,  toL 

'  Thifi  was  long  known  as  the  Pig-  i.  ;  Holmes,  I.  o3H  ;  X.  IT.  IIIsi.  Coll. 

wacket  Fight ;  aiid  a  narrative  of  the  ii.  257,  258.    Artitkn*  of  peace  with 

■one,  bv  Tliomaa  S>Tnme«,  wus  after-  tJie  Indians  were  subscribed  July  25, 

Yards  published,  ^ee  also  Penhallow,  1127.  K.  H.  Hirt.  OriL  iL  200^268. 
A  N.  U.  Ui«t.OoU.}  Belkinp'»  N. 
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DECISION  OF  TH£  LORDS  OF  IRADE. 


CHAP.  The  actfj  and  votes  relative  to  the  king's  woods  and  the  rcgu- 
lation  of  military  affairs  were  adjudged  indefensible,  and  the 
vm,  agents  were  advieed  to  a  humble  acknowledgment  of  the 
same.  The  power  of  the  governor  to  negative  the  speaker, 
however,  and  to  prevent  the  adjournment  of  the  Honee^  was 
Au|.  12.  not  esteemed  so  dear ;  and  an  explanatory  charter  was  drawn 
J«a.lA.  up,  which  the  province  saw  fit  to  accept.    By  this  instrument, 
the  power  to  neo-ative  the  speaker  was  exjjrej^sly  conceded  to 
the  governor,  and  the  time  to  wliieh  the  House  ijoight  adjourn 
was  limited  to  two  dajs.^  The  affair  of  the  synod,  which 
1795.  occurred  about  this  time,  was  less  important  in  its  bearings, 
and  is  chiefly  interesting  as  mdicating  the  change  which 


taldng  plaoe  in  pabHc  sentiment,  and  the  soooessfol  rerastance 

of  the  mother  country  to  tlie  paiamount  influence  of  the  pro* 
vincinl  cloriry.^ 

The  decision  of  the  questions  brought  by  Colonel  Shutc 
before  the  lords  of  trade  left  him  at  liberty  to  return  to  his 
government'  But  he  was  unwilling  to  embark  save  in  a  man- 
of-war,  and  no  vessel  of  that  dass  was  then  ready  to  leave. 
Hence  his  departure  was  delayed  until  the  summer  of  1727, 
when,  just  as  he  was  on  the  eve  of  pailinsr,  the  king  suddenly 
1727.  deceased.  Upon  the  accession  of  George  II.  a  chancre  in  the 
ministry  followed  ;  a  pension  of  six  hundred  pounds  was  settled 
on  Colond  Shnte ;  and  the  office  of  governor  of  Maaaachoaetts 
was  conferred  on  William  Burnet,  formerly  governor  of  New 
York,  and  a  son  of  Bishop  Burnet,  the  historian  of  the  refo^ 
mation,  conspicuous  in  the  revolution  of  1688,  and  a  fltead&st 
friend  of  the  house  of  Hanover.* 

*  Report,  in  lib.  Minn.  Hirt.  Soe.*  Mr.  Cooke,  and  that  h»  irill  see  New 

shelf  3,  32.  tnct  12  ;  Charter  and  England  again,  let  it  cost  whit  it  will. 

Lftws,6d.  1726,  pp.  13,  14;  Hutchin-  Nay,  a  geuUeman  here  told  me  he 

son,  ii.            ;  Chalmers,  Revolt,  il  heud  him  swear  it,  wliieh  he  wondered 

27-30 ;  Minot,  i.  GO ;  Letter  of  John  at,  for  he  had  never  heard  him  Rwear 

Oohnan,  in  1  M  II.  Cr.ll.  ii.  31-35.  nn  oath  before  iii  his  Hfe."  Colman'* 

*  Hutchinson,  il  2^1,  292  ;  Ckxl-  Lelter.  in  1  M.  II.  Coll.  ii,  33. 
mers.  Revolt,  ii.  31.  ^  *  Hutchinson,  ii.  293,  294.  No- 

'  "I  hear  the  governor  saith,  he  tices  of  Bishr  i  IVimrr  "nty     sf  fii  in 

will  txy  who  shall  be  governor,  he  or  the  Boston  Aews  Letter^  2sat>.  iOdl, 
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Pe  ding  the  arriTEl  of  Ifr.  Bmrnet,  the  admiiiistmtioB  of  chap. 
afffiin  continued  in  the  hands  of  Lieatenant  Governor  Dum- 

nier ;  and,  as  coniplainta  of  the  decline  of  trade  coiitiuucd,  a  1727-28. 

fregli  issue  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was 

TOted.   This  bill  his  excellency  at  tiidt  refused  to  sanction ;  Fali. 

bat,  upon  bis  salaiT's  beiag  withheld,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 

sign  it,  Botwithstandiiig  it  was  oontrary  to  the  king's  instnio- 

tions.^  Nor  was  this  the  only  way  in  which  the  spirit  of  the 

House  was  manifested,  as  their  contests  with  the  Council  1728. 

Mat* 

evince,  upon  the  election  of  civil  officers,  and  the  decision  of 
private  causes  heard  before  both  houses.^  The  land  fever, 
which  raged  at  this  tune  with  a  fury  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
l^ons  Misaiaaippi  sdieme,  gave  rise  to  chimerical  projects  for 
the  improvement  of  the  waste  parts  of  the  province ;  and  for 
the  first,  not  for  tiie  last  time,  the  speculation  in  eastern  lands 
became  a  mania,  and  was  pursued  with  a  zeal  which  ended,  in 
many  cases,  in  the  ruin  of  the  projectors,  and  to  the  detriment 
of  the  province.^ 

Never  was  governor  more  pompously  received  than  was  jiOf. 
Cbvemor  Burnet  The  press  and  the  pnlpit  labored  with 
addresses ;  and  men  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  outward 
espreesions  of  joy.  No  poet  laureate^  indeed,  was  paid  to 
announce  his  arrival ;  but  the  poet  of  the  province,  and  the 
wittiest  of  his  day,  put  forth  his  best  efforts  to  celebrate  the 
event^  Nor  were  the  people  behind  him  in  testifying  their  Joi^i^ 

1082.  Chalmen,  Revolt,  iL  124,  says  a  specimen  of  his  effusion  on  the  oo- 

Boniek  wit  fenC  to  MasMchuietta,  obsmhi;— 

'^notso  much&safavor      a  punisll-  welcome,  grt-at  m.n.  to  our  detrtnf  , 

ment,  because  he  had  onended  the  Thou  eortlil  proclaim  it;  and  r<iM>UDd,y« 

Bottixl  of  Trade  bv  printing  their  pro-     v.*"**'    .       .    .   .  1 
Ceedin-H.  and  Hom^D  Wdlote  byilll.      Vok«^  a|uwrlng  Toi«,  in  joyful  con<«rt 

•OOCessful  support."  The  hills  all  echo,  and  the  rock»  repeat. 

AlaM.  itec  8 ,  ^narter  ana  i-aws     y^.^  ^^^^ 
«f  uw  Fvovmoe  1  Hutchinson,  u.  29a-  ■urramida, 

2^8  ;  Boil^M^  in  4  M.  IL  GolL  iL      ^       ^^i™  timmporta  hUxo  In  nam'rons 


176. 


trm, 

AndlwuitaB^oriwtUttM-OQihjr  iipirea; 


•  MmRm's;  HutehilllOQ,H>S0&  Ut  iwkata  ttnmtnc  up  the  •fber  Klar«s 
>  Mass.  Rec's;  HutchillS0mE2W,  An,lfl:imln«vTp.ntHhK.algiHlli«Slr. 

500 ;  Williamson's  Me.  li.  Dxake's  Hist  Boat.  581, 

*  Mftther  Byles.    The  Ibiiowiu^  is 
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124  ADKINISTRATION  OF  BURNET. 

CHAP,  respect ;  for  gay  cavalcades  paraded  the  streets,  which  were 
crowded  with  people,  and  the  ooncoiirM  was  greater  than  had 
173&  ever  been  known.'  Bnt  these  flattering  attentions^  dictated 
hy  policy,  neither  blinded  the  governor  to  the  real  state  of 
feeling,  nor  did  they  deter  him  from  prosecnting  his  predeter- 
mined  j)]ans.    Tlie  voiy  parade  with  which  he  was  received 
was  used  u.s  an  argument  to  prove  the  ability  of  tlic  people  to 
grant  him  a  liberal  sup[)ort ;  and,  as  this  was  a  matter  upoa 
which  the  monarchs  had  insisted,  and  which  he  was  instructed 
July  2i.  to  enforce^  in  his  first  speech  he  acquainted  the  court  with  Ms 
majesty's  directions,  and  his  intention  to  adhere  to  them.  The 
House  was  not  intimidated.  Yet,  as  it  was  not  their  design  at 
the  outlet  to  push  things  to  an  extremity,  a  grant  of  seventeen 
July  27.  hundred  pounds  was  made  towards  his  support,  and  to  defray 
Jttijso.  the  charge  of  his  journey  ;  but  tliis  he  refused  to  accept  A 
▲»g.&  special  grant  of  three  hundred  pounds  was  then  made  for  the 
charge  of  his  Journey,  which  he  received ;  bat  the  court  refused 
to  establish  a  fixed  salary.  In  vain  did  the  governor  remon- 
strate ;  in  vain  did  he  threaten.   The  representatives  of  the 
people  understood  tlieir  interests  too  well  to  saerifice  them  at 
tlie  royal  pleasure  ;  and  by  settling  a  fixed  salaiy,  they  saw  at 
once  that  the  governor  would  be  independent  of  the  legisla- 
ture, whereas  by  the  system  of  annual  grants  he  could  not  at 
pleasure  control  their  proceediugs,  and  a  barrier  would  be 
maintsuued  against  the  encroachments  of  the  prerogative.' 
The  refractoriness  of  the  Honse  did  not  pass  nnrebuked ; 
Aug.2i.  and  when  a  uic.-sage  was  sent  to  the  governor  nsking  porniifr 
sion  to  rise,  it  was  refused  nntil  tliey  had  "  finished  the  business 
for  which  the  court  was  then  sitting."   Messages  passed  to 
and  fro,  and  the  affau:  became  serious ;  but  the  governor  was 

'  For  an  account  of  these  CtTlKtiMi,  Douglas  to  Cnlden.  in  4  M.  IT.  Coll. 

lee  Drake's  Boston,  581.  ii.  175-177,  is  sitjnific-ant,  and  shows 

■  Mass.  Rec's ;  Collection  of  Pro-  the  system  of  miinagement  which  ma 

oeedin^  of  Generil  Court,  39-51;  recommended  to  Bttinet  lo  **faiM" 

Hutchinson,  ii. ;  Minot,  i.  .>0  ;  Ch;il-  the  people, 
mere,  Revolt,  iL         The  letter  of 
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firm,  and  the  House  was  intractable.  In  vain  did  his  excel-  chap. 
lencj  insinuate  that,  if  the  Honae  persisted  in  their  rafbsalp 
''the  I^glalatiire  of  Great  Britain  would  take  into  consider  1:2s. 
itbn  the  support  of  the  gOTemment»  and  perhaps  something 
boides  ** — meaning  the  charter.  This  message  added  fuel  to 
the  ilame  ;  and  the  IJousc,  in  their  own  vindication,  drew  up  a 
paper  to  "transmit  to  the  towns  for  tlioir  instruction,  giving  an  Sep.  IL 
account  of  the  state  of  the  controversy,  and  the  reasons  which 
iafloenced  them  in  refusing  to  submit  to  his  demand.^  The 
towns  responded  to  this  call ;  and  Boston,  in  particuhir,  erer 
fbrsDKiat  to  support  liberty,  avowed  its  averaion  to  the  propo- 
ads  of  the  king.*  A  few  persons,  indeed,  counselled  com- 
pliance ;  and,  friendly  to  the  prerogative  principally  from 
interested  motives,  they  urged  that  the  present  controversy 
most  terminate,  like  the  last,  in  favor  of  the  crown  ;  and  that, 
if  the  proTince  would  not  peaceably  yield,  more  forcible  meas* 
nres  mig^t  be  adopted,  or  a  change  be  made  in  the  charter,  as 
under  the  administration  of  Shnte.  Besides,  Governor  Burnet 
himself  was  an  amiable  gentleman ;  in  his  manners  he  was 
easy,  and  \m  talcnte  were  conspicuous.  His  conversational 
powers  were  tlie  delight  of  intelligent  circles  ;  and,  aside  from 
his  official  position,  he  was  in  most  respects  acceptable  to 
the  people  as  either  of  his  predecessors.  Why,  then,  it  was 
ssked,  drive  from  us  so  excellent  a  magistrate  ?  Why  not  meet 
hua  half  way  ?  But  the  maj  >  1  i  ty  of  the  House  was  still  firm ; 
and  all  lh;a  could  be  obtained  was  a  vote  granting  tlie  gov- Sep,  JO. 
emor  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  the  currency  of  the 
province,  equal  to  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  half  a 

• 

'  Ibas.  Rec*!}  Collection  of  Pro-  ^overoor."  Hutcfaiiuoii,  iL  315.  It 

eetdin^  of  Ocnenl  Goiirtv  61-66  j  i"  a  Romcwhnt  Mnf:^ihr  coincidpnce, 

UuUmuiion,  iL  that,  whilnt  MasAucliusetts  wa<t  con- 

'  A  gmoal  nweting  was  held,  at  tending  with  Oovernor  Rumet  against 
which  a  vote  was  po-^^scd,  and  ordered  pmnting  a  fixed  salary,  a  Kimilir  con- 
to  be  printed,  called  ^*  tbe  wanimous  troverKv  was  coatemporaneousiy  afor 
Mnitiaii  of  tht  bfadbitnrti  of  Bm-  titing  the  people  of  BarfaidoeB.  Hutelir* 
toaapipit  Ibiag  a  whijttpQii  tht  fara,  E  319^  314. 


> 
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CHAP,  year,  for  the  management  of  public  affairs  j  but  this  ho  refused 
to  accept 

I72S.      Soon  the  affair  reached  its  crisis:  and,  ia  oonaeqnence  of  Hie 

Oct.  24 

'  Tote  of  the  people  of  Boston,  the  governor  a4ioiinied  the  ooot 


to  Salem  — joooeely  remarking,  aa  he  did  so,  thftt  *^  there 
bea  choice  in  the  names  of  places,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  whether 

to  carry  them  to  ?alem  or  to  Concord."*  I>iit  (he  House  viewed 
the  matter  seriously  ;  and,  so  far  from  approving  tlie  adjourn- 
ment, denounced  it  as  a  further  hardship,  and  an  eamiost  of  the 
intention  of  the  governor  to  harass  them  into  oomplianea. 

Oet  81.  Their  first  vote  on  sssembling  at  Salem  was  in  accordance  witfi 
this  feeling ;  and,  after  eeBsuring  the  coarse  of  his  exceUencj 

NoT.M.  as  *'  illegal  and  a  great  grievance,"  they  requested  to  be  per- 
mitted to  meet  again  in  Huston;  but  this  was  refused.  No 
alternative  was  left,  tlierefore,  but  to  remain  in  Salem  ;  and 
they  did  remain,  supported  by  their  constituents,  who  voted  to 
defray  their  expenses,  and  yrho  provided  for  them  liberallj.* 

KOV.SS.  At  length,  wearied  with  the  altercation,  and  persoaded  of 
the  JostnesB  of  their  cause,  the  Honse  resolved  to  apply  to  his 

Dec.  20.  majesty  for  redress.  Mr.  Francis  Wilkes,  a  New  England 
merchant  then  resident  in  Ijondon,  was  selected  as  their  agent, 
and  Mr.  Jonathan  Belcher,  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  a 
joimg  manof  pleasing  address,  was  joined  with  him.  Grants 

Dec.  20,  were  made  to  defray  their  expenses :  but  the  Conncil  refused 

1728 

and'  to  sanction  these  grants.  Immediately  the  people  of  Boston 
^^j^*  interposed,  and,  by  a  subscription  among  the  merchants  aod 

Apr.  IS.  others,  a  sufficient  sum  was  raised  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  Uic  House.    For  this  a  vote  of  thanks  was  returned,  with  a 
promise  of  the  repayment  of  the  loan  at  some  future  date.* 
Kaj.     The  appeal  to  England  was  ansuccessful.   The  Board  of 
Trade  severely  censored  the  course  of  the  House,  and  approved 

*  Hutdiinson,  iL  316.  '  Man.  Rec's;  Coll  ProoeediMi 

*  Mass.  Rec's;  Coll.  Proceedings   Gen.  Cowl,  9^109 i  Htttcilihiiaii,a. 
Geo.  Court,  90-90;  Chalmers,  Re-  318. 

volt,  iL  127 1  HtttdunwD,  il  3 17, 318b 
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tiiftt  of  tiie  governor;  and  ilie  agieiitB  infoimed  them  that»  if  chap. 
thfly  peraUtted  in  refaang  to  oomplj  widi  the  king's  demands, 
the  affair  wodd  be  carried  before  Bariiament ;  bnt  fhe  House  im, 

tiiou^ht  it  better,  should  such  a  course  be  taken,  that  a  salary 
sliouki  be  iixod  by  the  nupreine  lesri.slature  than  by  tlie  legisla- 
ture of  the  jjrovince  :  better  the  liberties  of  the  people  should 
be  taken  away  from  them,  than  given  up  by  their  own  act." 
Nor  were  they  without  friends  to  sustain  them  in  this  oonrse. 
Already  the  storm  was  rising  which  threatened  the  orerthrow 
of  Walpole ;  and  if  the  matter  was  bronght  before  Parliament^ 
npport  was  promised  by  the  opponents  of  the  ministry.* 

other  matters  in  dispute  with  Mr.  Burnet  were  of  less 
importauce,  and  occupied  less  of  the  time  of  the  House.  His 
refusal  to  sign  the  warrant  for  the  payment  of  their  expenses 
was  s  retaliation  for  their  refusal  to  pay  his  salary ;  and  his 
attempt  to  establish  a  new  fee  from  a  "let  pas''  on  yeesehs 
which  was  resisted  by  the  House,  was  disallowed  by  the  lords 
of  trade.  His  refusal  to  submit  to  the  choice  of  an  attorney 
^reneml,  uiile-s  nominated  by  himself,  and  his  attempt  to  con- 
trol the  treasury,  awakened  further  opposition  ;  but  the  settle- 
ment of  this  controversy  was  left  to  his  successor,* 
The  decision  of  the  lords  of  trade  was  adverse  to  the  proT-  ifaysi 

Hutchiivion,  il  320 1  CSalninrti  ^11  at  once  letton  themselves  to  hift 

RevolN  iL  128 ;  Ilildreth,  ii.  347.  nuijesty's  fevor,  and  put  an  end  to 

Mr.  Dummcr  trrote  a  letter  oa  this  the  conAiaioos  and  diAtractiuriH  umong 

•MBaoQ,  dsled  Angnst  10, 1729,  themselves.     New  Engbnd  justly 

vising  compliance  with  his  m  ijesty's  Ivwst-*  of  her  loyalty ;  Miinks  it 

ia<itruction5.    **  I  am  not  afraid,"  he  would  not  be  amiis  if  to  that  we  add* 

nys  **  to  add  my  heartr  wishes  that  ed  8  fitUe  oompluaBnoe  to  the  crown, 


th«r  own  consent,  comply  with  ht^  .  .  .  T  am  nfrnd  if  we  don't  do  it 
majnity's  instructions,  and  fix  the  gov-  wiilmglv,  we  ^hail  oe  compelled  to  do 
eriNf^e  adary  for  the  time  of  his  gov-  it  unwillingly.  The  ministi-i  h  aie  de- 
em men  t,  nr  for  a  trrm  of  year'.  I  termined  to  Liy  it  before  I'arlhmcnt ; 
am  of  opinion  tbit  tiiey  cannot  do  a  and  if  they  biiag  in  the  bill,  who  wiU 
wher  or  better  thmg  in  dieir  prewent  undertake  to  get  it  tfarown  outP'* 
drcumstanceH.  An  they  hive  aprct'd  Lett,  in  Lib.  Mms*  HisL  SoC,  itbelf  9i 
OQ  the  qumtum,and  have  determined  8,  tract  2. 

to  give  it  annually,  it's  a  pitv  they      '  Hutchuuon,  iL  321,  322  j  Hil- 

Wau*t  go  a  step  fiuther,  and  make  it  a  dntby  IL  847. 


moive  of  the  Havm,  by  which  tbej 
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CEAF.  ince  ;  and  a  demand  w  as  made  that  "a  salary  of  one  thousand 
pouuds  sterling  jx;r  annum  should  be  settled  upon  the  gOTernor 
im  doring  the  whole  tame  of  his  government."  The  goyernor 
attempted  to  enforoe  this  demand  bj  a4jotiniing  the  oonrt 
from  time  to  time;  but  to  no  purpoee.  The  House  grev 
warmer  in  their  Totes  and  messages,  and  oompbdned  that  they 
were  to  be  "  compelled  to  measures  against  Uieir  judirment,  bjr 
being  ham«5»od  and  driven  from  one  part  of  tlie  province  to 
another."   In  the  midst  of  the  struggle  the  governor  died. 

Sept.  7.  Some  attribotod  his  death  to  chagrin ;  others  to  a  eold  caught 
by  the  overtoming  of  his  earriage  as  he  was  erosnog  the  caos^ 
way  at  Cambridge,  by  which  he  was  thrown  into  the  water, 
and  thoroughly  chilled.  His  foneraJ  was  pompously  celebrated 
at  the  charge  f>f  the  province,  and  the  adminisUaLion  again 
pa»=»ed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dummer.' 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Burnet,  Jonathan  Belclicr,  a  native  of 
MasBachosettB,  and  a  gentleman  of  aspiring  talents  and  abun- 
dant wealth,  who  had  been  recently  sent  to  England  as  the 
agent  of  the  provinoe,  applied  for  the  eommisnon  of  the  gov^ 
emment,  and,  through  liie  influence  of  Shnte,  whom  he  had 
aided  on  u  similar  ocx^aBion,  he  received  the  appointment.  The 
ministry,  it  is  said,  were  the  more  willing  to  accede  to  his 
appointment  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  person  of  suitable 
qualifications,  who,  in  the  distracted  state  of  the  affairs  of  the 
province,  wonld  accept  the  office,  iksides,  from  the  fact  that 
Ifr.  Belcher  was  a  citizen  of  Boston,  and  popular  among  his 
ooantrymcn,  it  was  supposed  that  the  people  might  be  more 
easily  prevailed  u\)on  by  him  than  by  a  Rtrangcr  to  comply 
with  his  majesty's  demands,  which,  the  longer  they  were  re- 
fused, increased  in  importance,  and  which  it  concerned  his 
prerogative  peremptorily  to  enforce.  Bat  if  the  ministry  reck- 

*  Maw.  Roc's ;  N.  Eng.  Weekly  duct  of  Governor  Burnet  in  Kirassing 

Journal  of  Sept.  8;  Tlutchin-ivi,  ii  the  IIoii*ic  as  "  eqiuilly  unconstitmioo- 

324-326;  iJrake'N  Boston,        LiiA-  al  aud  couUury  to  principle.** 
neiBilUmill^il  lSI»OflnMint  tbeooo- 
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QDcd  upon  cajoling  the  people  hj  flattery,  they  were  destined  chap. 
to  find  themselTes  sadly  mUtakeii.  The  BtateBm^  of  New 
England  were  too  waiy  to  be  easily  Insnaied,  and  the  liberties  itso. 
of  the  people  were  too  predoiu  to  be  Yolimtarily  relinquished.^ 

The  arrival  of  Governor  Belcher  was  signalized  by  the  Aug. 
nmial  profesr^ions  of  loyalty  aud  respect,  find  ministers  wel- 
comed him  in  public  dis*co«rses.*  At  the  tinst  sesssion  of  the 
General  Court,  however,  it  was  evident 'from  hh  speech  that,  s«pi.9. 
whatever  expectations  had  been  formed  of  him,  he  was  re> 
solved,  equally  with  Oovemor  Burnet,  to  insist  npon  a  cowpli- 
anoe  with  his  majest} 's  instmelions  for  the  settlement  of  a 
salary,  which  was  fixed  at  a  thoosand  pounds,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  annual  grants,  lu  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  House  to 
comply,  he  was  not  only  required  to  return  immediati  ly  to 
England,  but,  it  was  added,  ''bis  majesty  will  find  himself 
nnder  a  necessity  of  laying  the  ondatiful  behavior  of  the  prov- 
ince before  the  l^slatnre  of  Great  Britain,  not  only  in  this 
ringle  instance,  bat  in  many  others  of  the  same  nature  and  ten- 
dency, whereby  it  manifestly  appears  that  this  assembly,  for 
gome  years  last  past,  has  attemptixl,  by  unw.u  i  untablc  practices, 
to  weaken,  if  not  to  ca.«t  off,  tlie  ol)edienre  they  owe  to  tho 
crown,  and  tho  dependence  which  all  colonies  ought  to  have 
on  their  mother  coantry."  ^ 

The  House  met  these  demands  as  Ihey  had  those  of  former 
years,  making  a  grant  to  Mr.  Belcher  of  one  thoosand  ponnds^ 
as  a  gratuity  for  his  services  in  England  and  to  defray  the 
expense  of  his  voyage,  and  another  thousand  to  enable  him  "to 
mana<rc  iho  publie  affairs."  The  Council  coucuned  iu  these 
votes,  but  desired  a  specifieation  that  the  last  sum  should  be 
granted  annually ;  but  the  Hoose  refused  to  accept  this  amend- 

'  Hutchinson,  iL  328 ;  Cliaimen's  went  to  oppcMC,  is  a  little  surpriKtng ; 

Revolt,  ii.  132-134.  but  some  ])rovidenee!s  like  Uehrew 

'  Mr.  Gay,  of  Hin^rhBin,  preached  ]L>tter«,  must  be  read  backwardss  at 

aeermon  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Flavel  well  remarks."   MS.  T»et- 

'  ^hm.  Rec*8;  Ilutclunson,  iL  3^3,  t4.T  of  Joniah  Smith,  of  Feb.  8,  1730, 

334.   ••Oovemor  Beldiei'a  returning  in  Mass.  Ili^t.  Soc,  M&  tetten  and 

«ntbtl»MaMiiMtniMiooaifhiebh«  f^pm*  1731-1760. 
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CHAP,  ment)  and  rejected  a  second,  that  the  mm  should  be  paid  aii- 
J:^  niiaUj  "  doriiig  his  excellency's  oontinaance  in  the  govemmeaW'' 

im.  A  oonferaiioe  eoBiied  in  the  preeenoe  of  the  gOTemor,  irho, 
partly  by  tiireatB  and  partly  hj  flattery,  attempted  to  afaalB 
their  resolulaoii ;  but  neither  his  speech,  nor  the  arguments  of 
the  Oooncil,  produced  any  effect  The  Boston  members  were 
tlie  most  resolute,  while  many  irom  the  coutitrv  were  inclined 
to  yield  ;  and,  as  the  governor  hiiuBclf  was  not  unpopular,  it 
is  possible  that  the  settlement  of  a  salary  during  his  adminis- 
trafion  might  have  been  effected,  had  it  not  been  for  establidh 
ing  a  precedent  Ibr  Ihe  fiitiire.^  Bat  the  govenior  was  an 
adroit  politician,  and  kneir  how  to  acconmiodate  himseir  to 
the  prejudices  of  his  countrymen,  without  at  the  same  lime^ 
relinquishing  the  attempt  to  enforce  his  majesty's  instructions. 
Hence,  by  adopting  the  policy  of  apix)inting  Uj  office  those 
whose  fiivor  he  was  anxious  to  secure,  the  number  of  his  adr 
herents  rapidly  increased,  and  the  Conncil,  in  particalar,  was 
renmrkably  complaisant 

iTSt.  A  year  rolled  by,  and  bat  little  had  been  effected.  The  gov^- 
emor  oontinaed,  though  prudently,  to  press  the  instmctiooB 
of  the  king  ;  but  the  House  infistcd  tliat  the  settlement  of 
a  salary  would  "deprive  tlie  people  of  their  right-^  ils  Eng- 
lishmen." Besides,  the  English  press  had  told  the  Bostonians 
*'how  much  their  noble  stand  against  the  miconstitational 
demands  ot  Bnmet  had  endeared  them  to  all  lovers  and  assert- 
ors  of  liberty  in  Britain,"  and  this  encooragement  strengthened 
their  oppositfon.*  At  length  a  bill  was  prepared,  which,  after 
granting  the  sum  ui  thirty-four  hundred  pounds  of  the  curreucy 

■  Man.  Ree't;  Hutdmuna,  fi.  8S4,  ince ;  but  wlua  tiie  goTemor  tmnd 

335.    A  further  grant  of  £500  was  that  this  very  mmey  was  afterwards 

made  to  the  jiovrnior  for  his  RervnVos  pirtployed    to    promote  complaints 

an  agent  in  Kiiguuui ;  and  the  sum  of  u^  iiii^t  himself,  he  regretted  aa>iog 

£1900,  wbkh  had  been  tdfanced  by  given  his  con^t  to  the  bill,  and  nw 

the  merchants  of  Boston,  mtls-  nrfkrea  too  late  the  advanta|»e  it  conferred 

to  be  paid.    The  Hou.se  likewise  upon  his  opponents  in  efiiecting  hii 

mmmI  a  vote  appropriating  £800  ad-  removaL 


of  England  ibr  the  use  of  the  jvof-  mexi,lieToUtii*  lM;Uiidreth,ii35()i 
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of  the  pfOTinoe,  equal  to  abont  a  fhonsand  pounds  sterliagp  for  chap. 
tiio  flalaiy  of  the  governor,  prooeeded  to  enact,  that^  as  his 

majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  Jonathan  Bel-  1731. 
cher,  Esq.,  to  be  their  governor,  who  w  iia  a  native  of  the  coun- 
try, wliose  fortune  wiis  liere,  and  who,  when  a  member  of  the 
Coancil  as  well  as  in  a  private  station,  had  always  oonsalted 
the  true  interest  of  his  ooontiy  as  well  as  the  honor  and  dig^ 
nity  of  the  crown,  therefore  it  is  most  solemnly  promised,  tiiat 
there  shall  be  granted  the  like  sum  for  the  like  purpose  at  the 
heginning  of  the  sessions  in  May,  every  year  during  the  gov- 
eriiorV  coutinuauce  in  the  administration  and  residence  within 
the  province,  "provided  this  act  ghall  not  be  pleaded  as  a  pre- 
oedenti  or  binding  on  any  fhtore  assembly,  for  fixing  a  salary 
on  any  sacoeeding  goTemor." ' 

The  govemor  approved  this  bill,  bat  it  fidled  to  pass ;  and 
from  that  time  forward,  despairing  of  saoeess,  he  applied  him-  AycB. 
self  to  obtain  a  relaxation  of  his  instructions.   In  tiiis  he  suo- 
ceedcd  ho  far  lis  to  have  leave  from  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle  to  Aug. 
receive  the  sum  granted  for  one  year,  and  eventually  a  general 
leave  to  receive  soch  sums  as  should  be  granted  was  forwarded  1735. 
to  him.   Thus  terminated  one  of  the  most  memmble,  and  in 
some  respects  interestli^,  eonfliets,  between  Ae  crown  and  the 
proTinoe,  which  its  political  history  hidierto  affords.  The 
Gordian  knot  remained  untied.' 

The  war  with  Spain,  which  broke  out  before  the  close  of  1739. 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Belcher,  exerted  some  intluencc  upon 
the  destinies  of  New  England.   It  was  resolved  by  the  British 
court  to  muiertake  an  expedition  to  Cuba;  and  QoYemor 
Bdcher  recelTed  orders  to  enoonrage  the  enlistment  of  men  ^^^4^ 
from  Massadinsetts.  Admiral  Vernon  had  already  appeared  17^. ' 
before  Porto  Bello  ;  in  a  few  days  he  took  possession  of  the 
town  and  the  castle,  and  .^ubseqne.itly  took  and  demolifhcd  Fort 
Chagre.   It  was  for  his  relief  that  the  present  supplies  were 

*  Hotdniwon^  u.  337. 

»  Wmri«MnB.iL388>  lliiiot,ieai  OMlman^ Reroll, iL  184,188. 
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OHJkP.  destined ;  and  tlie  nortfaflm  oolonies  vere  required  to  oontrib- 
battnHoQB  to  the  armament  No  colony  refnaed  ill 
1710.  quota ;  and  MasBBchufletts,  ever  prompt  to  testify  her  loyaltj, 

acnt  forth,  both  from  the  old  colony  and  from  towns  in  the 
ricinity  of  Boston,  a  body  of  five  hundred  of  her  yountr  men, 
many  of  wliom  fell  victims  to  the  uahealthiness  of  the  climatfi^ 
or  came  home  with  shattered  oonstitationa  to  die.^  The  reaolt 
of  this  war  waa  etiU  further  to  impoveriah  the  province,  and 
emharraas  its  financea. 

The  peconiary  oontroverweB  which  followed  filled  up  the 
remainder  of  tlu  cidfniiiistratioii  of  Mr.  Belcher.  He  had 
instrui^ted  by  the  king  not  to  consent  to  the  i^ue  of  bills  of 
credit  to  remain  current  beyond  the  year  1741 ;  but,  in  spite 
of  theee  instructioDS,  and  as  a  protection  against  the  legisla- 
tion of  Bhode  leland,  which  bad  issoed  one  hundred  thooeand 
im  poonda  in  bilb  of  credit,  a  number  of  the  merchants  of  Boston 
organized  a  company,  and  isroed  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
pounds,  redeemable  in  ten  years  at  a  ccrUua  fixed  rate*    At  a 

1739  later  period  a  new  scheme  was  devitted,  said  to  have  U-en 
to 

174L  approTed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Coimau,  and  a  company  of  eight  hun- 
dred membera  waa  organized,  known  aa  the  **  Land  Bank 
Company,"  witii  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounda  lawM  money.*  This  acheme  waa  opposed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, and  a  large  number  of  the  statesmen  of  the  province 
apprehended  evil  from  it;  but  it  was  popular  with  many,  per- 
haps with  a  majority ;  and  threats  of  civil  disturbance  were 
made  if  its  operations  wore  suspended.^  At  this  stage  Parlia* 
ment  interpoeed,  and  declared  thai  "  the  act  of  King  Qeoi|;e 

'  Miws.  Rec's  ;  Belknap's  X.  IT.  ii.  *  Laws  of  the  ProTinoe.  ed.  1796i 

173,  174 ;  Marshall's  Washington,  L  Mass.  Kec's  j  Uutchiiuon,  ii. 

889 1  Chftbnen,  Revolt,  IL  235;  Ban-  '  Mass.  Ree^;  MS.  diMMiiieiiti  m 

croft,  iii.  43S-442;  Hildretli,  II.  377-  the  p       '  [i  of  the  author;  Account 

879;  Winsor's  Duxhury,  116,  117.  of  tnt»  li'\s.v,  lVifn"<^S  nrifl  Conse- 

Franklic,  Woriu^  iv.  188,  says  the  queaces  of  tlic  Land  Batik  Scheme, 

eolonies  sent  3000  men  to  join  the  pub.  1744 ;  Hutchinson,  iL 

army  in  the  ej^edUioo  ■gBioit  Ch»-  *  Hohert'a  BitL  Abingionb  170. 
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I.,  ciiap.  18,  did,  does,  and  shall  wtend  to  Ibe  ooImiieB  and  ceap. 
plantations  in  America     and  the  company  was  diasolTed.^ 

The  boundary  lines  between  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Plymouth  and  Rhode  Island,  had  been  in  dispute 
from  the  first  aettiemcnt  of  the  country  ;  and  though  frequent  1737 

and 

attempts  had  been  made  for  their  ad^ostmenti  one  party  or  the  i74l. 
other  lemaioed  diasatiBfted,  and  the  controrenijr  was  opened 
afreeh.  These  lines  were  settled  daring  this  administration, 
adverseiy  to  Massachiifletts,  whidi  lost  a  largo  tract  to  the 

north,  assigned  to  New  Hampshire,  and  another  to  the  auuth, 
asrJinrnc<i  to  Rhode  Island.* 

The  opposition  of  Mr.  Belcher  to  the  currency  schemes  of 
the  province,  and  his  agem^  in  their  defeat,  rendered  him 
obooxioas  to  their  nnmeroos  &Yorers ;  and  these,  joined  io 
other  measnreBk  afforded  a  sufficient  indncement  to  his  enemies 
to  solicit  his  removal.  By  forged  and  anonymous  letters,  and 
the  help  of  unscrupulous  falsehoods,  his  friends  in  Englaud 
were  prejudiced  agaiiu^L  him  ;  and,  as  he  had  failed  to  fulfil 
the  expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  him,  little  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  lords  of  trade 
to  his  displacement*  How  fiur  he  would  have  succeeded  in  the 
^nanagement  of  afEurs  under  the  new  state  of  things,  about  to 
be  introduced,  it  may  be  difficult  to  say.  His  quaUfications 
for  the  chief  magistracy  were  certainly  as  good  as  those 
of  his  predecessors.  He  was  a  native  of  New  England,  ac- 
quainted with  its  institutions,  and  to  a  certain  extmt  imbued 
with  its  pr^udioes.  He  had  early  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
a  good  education,  which  were  improved  by  travel,  and  by  inter- 
course with  intelligent  circles  in  Europe.  Graceful  in  bis  per- 
son, and  generous  in  his  hospitality,  lie  was  a  favorite  with  all 
witli  whom  he  associated  ;  and,  ambitions  of  distinction,  he  was 
enabled  by  his  wealth  to  gratify  his  taste  for  public  display. 

»  Hutchinson,  M  3,-1}  3  ')')  »  Hutchinson,  iL  S6&-36S',  Bel- 

•  Hutchiiuon,  li.  ^U-^Oy  35^-  knap's  N.  U.  il  174-180  j  Uildreth, 
Ma  2.880. 
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OHAF.  Condflsoending  in  Iub  mauaflrs,  he  was  popular  with  the  mass- 
68 ;  anci,  tiunigh  he  was  a  known  Mend  to  the  preiogatiTe,  and 
174L  a  moderate  rapportar  of  the  daJms  of  the  crown,  he  was  not 
aaapectod  of  disloyalty  to  liberty,  <»r  of  a  want  <^  regard  to  the 
welfere  of  New  England.  Perhaps,  on  the  whole,  it  was  for- 
tunate for  him,  and  fortunate  for  the  ])rovince,  that  his  ^min- 
istration terminated  before  he  had  done  any  thing  to  deserve 
the  public  oeosure.  To  the  weak  points  in  his  character  little 
ptonunenoa  had  been  given  \  bnt  had  he  been  involTed  in  some 
Btemer  confiieti  in  which  the  crown  and  the  provinoe  were 
aBke  intereeted,  he  wodd  have  been  compelled  to  dect  between 
the  frowns  of  tbe  monarch  and  the  aversion  of  his  countrymen 
—  to  "luff  for  the  one  or  bear  away  for  the  other  and 
whichever  way  his  choice  fell,  his  position  would  have  been 
embamaamg.  His  int(^rity  was  Yindicat' '1  in  England;  and, 
1747.  leoeiTing  an  appomtment  as  governor  of  New  Jeracy,  there 
he  passed  tiie  remainder  of  his  life  in  companCiye  lepoae.' 

»  Oovernor  Belcher  to  the  Earl  of  u.  180 ;  Mulford's  New  Jersey,  349. 

Levcn  oi^cr  his  appomtment  W  go?-  His  death  occurred  in  Anguit,  1757. 

emor  of  New  Jersey.  Muifurd,  600. 

*  HmdunaoD, ill  Belkii^*sN.  H. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  SHXRLBT.    TBB  OBBAT  AWAKSNINO. 
CAFTUBB  OP  L00I8BUBO. 

The  successor  of  Mi'.  Belcher,  destined  for  a  long  time  to  chap. 

VI 

act  a  coiispicuoiip  part  in  American  affairs,  was  William  Shirley, 
a  native  of  Sussex,  in  Eugland,  and  a  lawyer  of  respectable  1741. 
talents,  who  had  resided  in  Boston  for  the  last  eight  years. 
The  news  of  his  appcnntment  arriYed  during  hk  absence  at  JToIj. 
Bhode  Ishind,  as  oonnsel  before  the  comnussioiiers  to  adjust 
the  boundary  line  in  dispute  between  the  governments ;  and 
immediately  upon  its  reception  lie  hastened  huine,  to  assume 
the  charge  contided  to  iiie  truaL  The  affaii-s  of  the  province 
were  aadlj  perplexed.  The  derangement  in  the  finances  had 
been  increased  hj  the  espenses  of  the  late  ^Nuush  war ;  the 
diflicnltieB  with  the  Land  Bank  party  were  at  their  height  j 
and  in  this  dark  hoar  it  devolved  npon  him,  as  the  chief  magis- 
trate, to  point  out  a  remedy  for  the  evik  which  existed,  and 
evolve  from  chaos  order  and  harmony.  By  his  instructions,  he 
was  to  consent  to  no  act  continuing  the  bills  in  circulation 
bejrond  the  time  fixed  for  their  redemption ;  but  as  this  would  174L 
have  burdened  the  people  with  an  nnnsnal  tax,  a  snbsUtate 
was  devised,  which,  while  it  preserved  the  spirit  of  his  miyse* 
ty's  commands,  violated  their  letter  for  the  pnblic  relief.  The 
project  reported  by  the  House,  in  whicli  the  governor  con- 
curre<l,  provided  that  all  s|)ecial  contracts  should  be  payable 
in  silver  at  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce,  or  gold  in 
proportion ;  and  bills  of  a  new  foim  were  issued,  which  were 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  pnblic  and  private  dues,  with  the 
understanding  that,  if  lliey  depreciated  in  value,  a  proportion* 
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CBAP.  ate  addition  should  be  made  to  the  debts  contracted  for  their 
^^^^1®  caaoelment.   But  this  bill  was  nnpopiilar,  nor  woald 

i7ii.  it  have  effectually  preveiLted  the  depredation  of  the  cnrrencj. 
Besides,  the  act  of  Parliament  was  stringent  in  its  require- 

inciits  ;  and,  however  strciiuou.s  tlic  cxertious  for  relief  from  its 
severit} ,  no  measures  could  be  adopted  which  were  siue  to  l>e 
sanctioned  in  England.  By  prudent  management,  Uowcvor, 
immediate  dangers  were  obviated,  and  the  governor  had  the 
good  fortune  to  allay  the  storm  which  threatened  rain,  witiioat 
losing  the  confidence  of  the  people,  or  exciting  a  formidable 
opposition  to  his  measures.^ 
i74(M3.  It  was  durinpr  th(i  administration  of  Mr.  Shirley  that  the 
religious  movemeut  known  a^^  "  tlie  great  awakening  "  agitated 
America.  Massachusetts,  as  has  been  elsew^herc  remarked,  was 
founded  hj  Puritans,  whose  creed  was  the  rigoroos  creed  of 
Calvin.  Their  ajstem  of  theology,  whose  influence  is  jet  fid^ 
and  whose  doctrines,  in  a  modified  form,  are  believed  in  oor 
own  day,  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  temper  of  the  times, 
and  was  in  keeping  with  the  principles  and  policy  of  its  advo- 
cates. It  had  its  strong  points,  as  has  every  system  based 
Upon  ihe  Scriptures ;  and,  if  it  did  not  contain  tlie  essence  of 
all  truth,  it  had  enough  to  give  to  it  vitality.  Upon  it  the 
churches  of  the  country  had  been  reared.  It  had  moulded  the 
customs  and  laws  of  the  colony.  And  no  other  faitli,  perhaps, 
would  have  been  more  serviceable  at  the  time  in  strengtliening 
and  developing  the  character  of  the  ])eo^*l'  .  IJut,  witli  tlie 
progress  of  settlement,  and  with  the  advancemeui  of  society, 
new  forms  of  £uth  began  to  spring  up ;  and,  before  the  close 
UM.  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  church  was  established,"  which 
has  continued  to  this  day  to  advocate  views  differing  essen- 
tially from  those  of  the  Puritan  creed.  Indeed,  entire  uni- 
foiuiiLy  of  belief  never  existed  in  New  England.    Tiie  lirst 

*  Hutchinwm,  iL  36i-aG3.  li^hcd  by  Dns.  Palfrey  and  Lothrop. 

*  ThfiBiatdeStnetGhuRfafdietch-   See  ako  1  M.  H.  OoIL  uL  260,  wd 
ca  of  whose  htstmy  Iwto  been  pub-  Dake*!  BoitoD,  619. 
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prerident  of  Harvard  Coll^  was  heretical "  on  some  points,  chap, 

and  his  successor  was  equally  obnoxious  to  censure.*  Antino* 
mians.  Anabaptist^;,  Goi  t(Hii>t^?,  aud  (Quakers  were  early  iuU'O-  1743. 
duced  into  the  coloay  ;  the  advocates  of  Epiacopacy  followed  ; 
and,  when  ArmiDian  and  Socinian  doctrines  were  advanced,  it 
seemed  to  those  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  "straitest 
sect  of  former  days  as  if  the  floodgates  of  degenenu^  were 
opened  upon  the  world,  and  as  if  New  England  was  to  be 
buried  beneath  the  waves  of  infidelity  and  apostasy. 

Nor  were  such  fears  unnatural.  Not  that  the  new  doctrines 
were  in  themselvos  repreheoaible,  —  for  there  is,  doubtless, 
more  or  less  truth  in  all  sectarian  organizations,  and  each  has 
its  miesion  to  perform  in  the  world, — but  changes  in  religion, 
in  politics,  and  in  natural  science  have  been  always  denonnced 
as  rash  and  nucalled  for ;  and  so  deeply  rooted  is  the  oonser* 
vative  spirit,  that  a  long  time  elapses  before  the  world  can  be 
eon  \  i need  that  what  is  new  is  not  necessarily  evil,  and  may  be 
an  advance  upon  what  had  been  fonnerly  received. 

The  controversy  once  opened,  it  raged  fiercely  for  years. 
The  pens  of  the  disputants  were  dipped  in  gall.  To  acruno* 
nions  lai^^uage  succeeded  bitterness  of  feeling*  Neither  party 
was  remarkable  for  the  moderation  of  its  censures ;  and  the 
excei'j?es  of  seetarian  zeal,  which  were  unliapi)ily  exhibited,  fur- 
iiisli  adiiitional  proof  of  the  necessity  of  charity  to  temper  our 
judgment  of  the  past,  to  prevent  us  from  hastily  condemuing 
what  was  rather  the  fruit  of  sincere  connction  than  the  oflf- 
spring  of  malignity  or  personal  depravity.  It  is  refreshing  to 
find  occasionally  one  whose  catholic  spirit  overlooked  external 
forms,  and  discerned  and  commended  the  spirit  of  internal 
goodness.  But  if  such  cases  were  rare,  tlicy  were  not  wholly 
wanting.  There  were  a  few  who  were  willing  that  discussion 
should  be  tolerated,  and  who  had  no  fears  of  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  truth.  It  augurs  well  for  the  advancement  of  Chris* 

'  Prcsulf-nr^  T)un>.ff>nn(i  Channcy,    the  Puritan  &tbeni(Ml  the  auhjoct  of 
both  ut'  whom  diiicrcd  in  opinioa  ixom  hapLuun. 
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CHAP.  Uanity  when  an  eclectic  spirit  like  this  is  displayed  ;  and  when 
men,  reverencing  the  Scriptures  above  all  creeds,       to  imbne 
their  lives  wiik  the  spirit  of  Jesus.  The  "miUftnnium" 
come  when  soGiel?^  is  tins  regenerated,  bat  hardly  before. 

The  advent  of  Whitefield  brought  to  a  cri«fl  the  straggle 
1784.  which  had  been  secretly  convulsing  the  community.  Already 
**  the  Spirit  of  God "  had  begun  "  extraordinarily  to  set 
in,  and  wonderfully  to  work  j "  and  quite  an  excitement  had 
been  induced  by  the  preaching  and  writings  of  Jonathan 
Edwards.^  By  the  giant  intellect  of  this  eminent  nan  finiii 
was  given  to  the  &ith  of  the  past^  and  flactaatmg  opinions  wm 
reduced  to  a  system  which^  if  its  premises  are  admitted^  leads 
to  conclusions  of  the  higlicst  importance.  Perhaps,  at  a  later 
date,  the  system  of  Hopkins,  the  ablest  of  his  disciples,  was 
more  bold  and  startling.  That  of  Edwards,  if  severe,  was 
exquisitely  symmetrical ;  and  all  most  respect  the  mind  which 
framed  it  It  embodied  the  essence  of  Puritanism  in  its  best 
dayS)  and  asserted  the  doetrines  of  the  sovereignty  of  Qod  and 
jastification  by  fiiitfa.* 

But  if  the  system  of  Edwards  was  mctaj^hysically  exact,  it 
was  lacking  in  the  elements  which  a|)j)eal  to  the  affectioual 
nature.  In  tliis  respect  Whitefield  had  greatly  the  advantage 
of  him.  His  ardent  enthusiasm  wrought  powerfully  upon  all. 
Gifted  as  an  orator,  and  vain  of  his  eloqaence^  which  delighted 
the  nmltitade,  every  where  his  progress  was  an  ovation  and  a 
triumph.  The  excitement  which  his  preaching  prodoced  was 
violent  and  intense ;  and  if  it  led  to  some  extravagances,  it 
was  what  might  have  lieen  expected  when  the  inflammable 
nature  of  our  passions  is  considered,  and  the  nervous  diathesis 
derelojKjd  by  revivals.  The  ministers  of  the  province  were 
divided  in  opinion ;  and,  while  some  welcomed  him  as  an  ally, 
others  denounced  him  as  an  itinerant  scourge/'  His  adher 
ents  were  the  "  new  lights ;  *'  his  opponents  were  the  old 
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lights and  between  tiie  two  lay  liie  party  of  refonn,  witb  chap. 
Ohaoncy  at  its  head^  who  by  his  abDitieB  was  achmrably  fitted 

to  be  the  chainpiou  of  progress.  Edwards  aud  Chauncy  dif-  1743. 
fered  in  opiaion  -ds  to  the  measures  of  Whitefield.  The  former 
was  the  advocate  of  the  most  rigid  Calvimsm.  The  tcadeacieB 
of  the  latter  were  towards  Universalism.^  The  cleigy  who 
opposed  WhitefieLd  were  chiefly  Anmniaiia.  A  few  GalTinistB 
joined  in  his  eensore ;  bnt  the  body  of  the  fbUowersof  Edwards 
were  his  friends.* 

The  dispuLo  la.-teil  long ;  and  the  press  teemed  with  p^un- 
phletd  aud  more  ponderous  works,^  wiiiLh  were  poured  out  in 
profosion  upon  the  community.  Kcaiiy  eyery  clergyman  in 
tiie  country  participated  in  the  controversy,  and  wrote  or 
preached  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  Indeed,  it  was  the 
moet  thorongh  **  awakening  "  hitherto  known  in  New  Engknd ; 
and,  while  it  was  attoided  with  the  evils  whidi  osoally  flow 
from  such  sources,  there  can  be  iiu  duiibt  that  its  iuflueuce  was 
in  many  respects  salutary.  It  led  to  discussion,  and  hastened 
the  pr(^et$B  of  light  aud  truth.^ 

The  difficalties  with  France,  which  had  broken  out  at  Inter- 
nals from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  were  renewed  by  the  dedara*  ms. 

Mar.  31. 

tlon  of  war  in  1744.  FterionBly  to  the  reception  of  this  dec-  1744. 
laration  in  Boston,  an  armament  was  fitted  ont  at  Lonisbarg 

under  Duvivier,  which  surprised  the  English  garrison  at  Can-  May  13. 
seau,  took  eighty  prisoners,  aud  broke  up  the  fishery.'^  Annap- 
olis, in  Nova  Scotia,  was  likewise  threatened ;  and,  as  iia 
defences  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,  at  the  solicitation  of  Maa- 
carene,  the  commander-in-chie^  four  companies  of  sixty  men 
eaeh  were  ordered  to  be  raised  In  Massachnsetts,  and  sent 

'  Sec  the  writings  of  Chauncy,  and      *  The  details  of  thi«  controversy 

Whittemore's  Uiat.  of  Modem  Uni-  can  be  best  learned  from  cousultuig 

iPonaHsm.  the  eontamponuy  inmphleto  alrcady 

'  Hutchinson,  Grahiime,  &c  alluded  to. 

'  it  would  be  impossible  to  enumer-      '  Mems.  Last  War,  19,  20,  Sd  cd., 

ate  these  pamphlets,  which  amounted  1758 ;  Htitdmiflon,  iL  364 ;  Belknap's 

to  womt  himdreck  I  hne  leen  and  N.  H.  ii.  189 ;  Haliburton't  N.  S.  L 

imd  a  v^ry  lorpfe  number  OH  both  107 ;  Minott  L  74. 
ikies  of  the  coutrovmy. 
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CHAP,  fbitfaer  for  the  protection  of  the  phuse.^  Lonisborg,  on  Cape 
Breton,  was  at  this  tune  the  atroiighold  of  the  French  at  the 
1744  east ;  and,  as  the  fortress  was  nnfinished,  and  its  captore  was 

deemed  of  the  utmost  inijiortance  to  New  England,  projects  for 
its  surprise  were  simultaneously  i<tarted  by  several  persons. 

April  9.  Judge  Auchmuty,  of  Boston,  submitted  propostils  to  the  Kug- 
lisli  ministry  for  this  object;*  and  William  Vaughan,  of  New 
Hampshire,  advocated  a  like  course;'  but  GoTcmor  Shirley 
has  been  usuaUj  considered  the  planner  of  the  expedition 
which  was  finally  sent.^  Having  learned  the  condition  of  the 
fortress  from  j)risoiier>5  liberated  on  parole,  and  having  sent  to 
Kov.  England  for  vesftcls  of  war  to  protect  the  east,  and  coramuni- 
eated  with  Commodore  Warren  at  the  Leewaid  Islands,  so- 

1744^6.  liciting  his  aid,  early  in  the  winter,  under  an  iiyunction  of 
secrecy,  the  details  of  his  plan  were  submitted  to  the  legunlatm 
of  the  province  for  approval ;  but  so  visionary  did  the  scheme 
appear  to  many,  that  it  was  at  first  rejected,  thougli,  upon  a 
recohhideraliuu  of  the  vote,  at  the  urgent  petition  of  mercliauts 
of  Boston  and  Salem  and  the  fishermen  of  Marblehead,  it  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  enterpriser^  and  cir- 
culars were  addressed  to  the  other  colonies,  as  far  south  as 
Pennsylvania,  solicilfng  their  aid  ;  Vuit^  with  the  exceptions  of 
a  grant  of  pruvi^ioiki  fruin  PennsUvuni.t  and  Xew  Jersey,  and 
a  train  of  artillery  from  New  York,  no  general  assistance  was 
furnished,  and  the  charge  of  the  expedition  devolved  upon  New 
England.* 

*  Masft.  Rec's;  Mem«.  Last  War,    Chaunrv's  Semum,  (k  9|  1  M.  B* 
20-29 ;   Hutchinson,  ii.  364 ;  Bel-    0)11.  vii.  (>[K 

knap's  N.  H.  ii.  isil;  IIali')urtoti's  *  M  is-^.  KcA;  Am.  Mip.  ii.  166; 
N.  S.  i.  loa-110}  Manhall's  Wadi-  Mcms.  Lant  War.  34-37;  C\h.,m'^ 
ington,  L  345.  Jour.  16-19;  Uutchin^soii,  IL  666- 

*  See  I  M.  H.  0(»1L  202-205.  Orehame^  u.  166-168.  The 
'  Importance  of  Capo  Hrctoii,  <S.c.,    proclanjation  of  the  gmonmr  for  «IH 

Lon(L  1746,  p.  12S;  Journal  oi  Pro-    liKtments  vras  issued  January"  26. 
ceedings  of  N.  Knj,'.  Forces,  pub.  at       *  Ma88.Kcc's;  Hutchinson,  ii.  369 ; 
Exeter;  Hut( hiiison,  il  364;  Bel-   MianliaU's  Wai<hingtmi,  i.  348-d^l| 
luiap'8  X.  11  i  I  JT,  }98.       ^       FknoDs'b  Jifeof  Peppeffdlfd?. 

*  Frinoe's  tSermon,  Boston,  1745  j 
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1!1ie  troopB  from  MaawiohiiBette  oonsisted  of  three  thousand  chap. 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  ezdarive  of  oommiSBioned  officers ;  ,J!^^ 
Coimeetictit  famished  five  hundred  and  sixteen  men;  New  irtf. 
Hampshire  furnished  three  hundred  and  four;  and  Bhode 

I-l :iu(i  tlirec  hundred,  but  the  contingent  of  the  latter  did  not 
arrive  until  the  enemy  had  surrendered.*  The  naval  force, 
besides  tran^rt?,  consisted  of  three  frigates  of  twenty  guns 
each,  a  "snow  "  of  sixteen  gons,  a  brigantine  of  twelve  gnns^ 
and  five  sloops  monnting  from  eighth  twelve  carriage  gons^ 
provided  at  the  expense  of  Hassaehnaetts ;  the  armed  sloops 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  each  of  sixteen  guns ;  and 
a  small  vcs5cl  from  New  Hampshire.  The  militan'  munitiona 
coiif^isted  of  eight  cannon  carrying  twenty-two  pound  balls, 
twelve  canying  nine  pound  balls,  two  twelve  inch  mortars,  and 
two  of  less  diameter,  taken  from  the  Castlei  and  ten  eighteen 
pound  cannon  borrowed  from  New  Tork> 

Soch  was  the  annamoit  which  left  Boston,  under  the  convoy 
of  Captain  Rous,  for  the  capture  of  a  fortress  so  formidable 
as  to  1)0  styled  the  "  Dunkirk  of  America."  ^  Soon  after  reacli-  Mar,  24 
Canseau,  iiowever,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  first  April  4. 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  afterwards  secretary  of  state,  the 

'  Mt-ms,  TAst  War,  42;  Gibson's  3  ships  of  20  guns,  2  vessels  of  16 

Jour.  14-19;  Pruice's  SermoOt  24}  guns,  and  2  of  8  guns,  with  about  100 

Jottmal  of  the  Step;e,  17 ;  Shfa'ley's  treiwpcHrtB,  besides  1  vessel  of  20  gfuna 

Speech  of  April  3, 1745,  in  Am.  M  i:,'  and  1  of  16  hired  from  Rhode  Island. 

E.  167  i  Uutchiniioa,  ii.  37 1.  Among  1  M.  IL  CoU.  L  Id,  speaks  of  2  vcs- 

tte  Peppemll  MS8.  U  a  letter  from  sell  from  Rhode  Island,  both  vhich 

Brigadier  Waldo,  dated  July  4,  1745,  were  "miserable  sailers."  Bancroft, 

in  which  he  says  that  Miissachu^ctts  iii.  1R0,  say<5  the  X.  Eng.  forces  had 

sent  3027  men ;  New  Hampshire,  oOO,  but  "  IS  cannon  unci  3  mortars ; "  but 

of  whom  150  were  in  the  {my  of  Mae-  Parsons,  Life  of  Pepperrell,  00,  s<n-8  the 

■tthu^iett.s;  and  Connecticut,  500.  whole  number  of  guns  in  the  fleet  was 

^  '  Mems.  Last  War,  37 ;  Am.  Mag.  204,  which  is  rapobiblv  nearly  correct. 

&  160>  Rolta|a  InpimaB]  Represcn  Perliaps  Mr.  Bancroft  makee  a  die- 

tation,  iv.  13,  Is  (^^uoted  in  1  M.  IL  tinction  between  the  Imd  and  sea 

CoU.  i.  110,  as  giviiu'  an  account  of  forces ;  but  even  in  this  ca«ie,  his 

thh  expedttkm  tad  «  the  number  of  estimate  is  below  that  given  in  the 

troops  engaged  ui  it  Aba,  attached  test 

to  a  volume  of  sermon-i  on  the  px]?e-       '  Pepperrcll  MSS. ;  Prince's  Ser- 

dition  to  Louisburg,  in  Lib.  Mass.  mon ;  Belknap's  N.  H.  ii.  196  {  Oxar 

Hist.  Soc.,  is  a  list  of  the  naid  aim^  ham^  u.  161. 
■MV  which  mfB  Maanehiisettt  mt 
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CHAP,  flc^ot  from  New  England  was  joined  by  several  of  his  majesty's 
^j"^  fihips  which  had  been  cnnaqg  on  the  coast,  and  by  the  sqoad- 
17!  '  TOOL  under  Commodore  Wanen,  which  sailed  to  the  north  to 
'  act  against  the  IVench.' 

The  command  of  this  expedition,  destined  to  died  lostra 
upon  the  valor  of  the  provincialists,  after  some  hesitation  on 
his  part,  on  account  of  the  circumstances  of  his  family  and 
business,  was  intrusted  to  William  Pepperrcli,  a  native  of  Kit- 
tery,  who,  familiar  with  the  perils  of  Indian  warfare,  had 
served  as  a  colonel  in  a  regiment  of  militia,  and  who,  by  his 
unblemished  lepotatidn  and  engaging  manners,  was  popular  in 
the  Bay  province  as  weD  as  elsewhere  in  New  England* 
Whitefield,  as  Wesley  had  done  to  Oglethorpe,  gave  to  New 
Hampshire  the  motto  ite  flag  bore  —  "Nil  dcsperandam,  Christo 
Duce ; "  and,  as  the  expedition  was  viewed  partly  as  a  crusade 
against  heretics,  one  of  the  chaplains,  "  Parson  Moody,''  bore 
with  him  a  hatchet  to  hew  down  the  altars  and  images  in  the 
Frendi  ehnrches.*  Not  a  dond  dimmed  the  prospect  of  the 
adventnrers  as  tfa^  embarked.  A  **  guardian  angel  preserved 
the  troops  from  the  small  pox,"  which  was  imported  in  one  of 
the  sloops  taken  into  the  service.'  -The  French,  so  for  from 
April  4.  crediting  the  rumors  of  an  invasion,  treated  them  as  idle  and 
visionary  tales.  And,  upon  reaching  Canaeaa,  every  thing  was 
found  quiet ;  and  the  soldiers  had  only  to  wait  the  arrival  of 
their  allies  and  the  melting  of  the  ice,  to  proceed  to  the  attadL 
It  was  observed,  as  a  mark  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  enterprise, 
that,  "  if  any  one  circumstance  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  the 
side  of  the  English,  and  if  any  one  circumstance  had  not  taken 

•  J^tteni  in  1  M.H.  Colli  20,21 ;      "  Chauncy's  Sermon,  10;  Hutch- 

lomrml  of  thf  Siege,  19 ;  Mems.  J.^st  inson,  il  369 ;  Belknap's  N.  H.  ii.  202 

War,  40-43;  Am.  Mag.  ii.  167,  168;  -205;  Haliburton's  N.  &  I  115t 

Hutchinson,  il  371  i  Uelknap,  ii.  196 }  Oordoo's  Am.  KeT.  I  82 ;  Grahame, 

Miiiot*a  Man.  I  75t  Halibiutaii*a  N.  n.  169,  iTOf  Pluwn^t  Life  of 

8.  i.  n  5  ;  Parsons's  Life  of  Pojipcrrcll,  pcrrell,  5 1 ,  52,  1 28. 
99,  The  forces  from  New  iWipshire      ^  Douglas ;  Prince's  Thanks.  Set. 

■ntved  int  aft  Chnseau}  thorn  firom  24;  Prentice's  Sermon,  33;  Chaun* 

Massachusetta  Mowed;  and  those  ey*!  Bennoii,  19 j  BdkMpi iL  906w 
from  Conneetiettt  tnived  ApzU  24. 
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m  immg  turn  on  tlie  side  of  the  Freacb,  the  ezpeditioii  must  chap. 
liaTB  miseamed."  But  it  was  destmed  to  saooeed,  notwiUh  J!!^^ 
irtanding  the  ineKperienoe  of  both  officers  and  men.  Fortune  i7tf. 

smiles  sometimes  upon  even  the  novice  in  war.* 

The  scheme  of  Goveroor  Shirley  docs  not  evince  on  his  part 
extraordinaiy  knowledge  of  iniliUirv  affairis.  "Our  success," 
says  he,  in  a  letter  to  Wentworth,  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
New  Hampshire^  ''will  depend  on  the  execution  of  the  first 
night  after  the  aniTal  of  onr  forces.  The  fleet  mnst  make 
Chapean-Bonge  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  oao- 
not  be  easily  seen,  and  from  thence  pusli  into  the  bay,  that  all 
the  men  may  be  landed  before  midiiight.  The  troops,  divided 
into  four  companies,  arc  to  scale  the  walls  at  different  points, 
and  to  attack  the  grand  battery.  The  formation  of  these  com- 
panies will  take  np  at  least  two  hours'  tinie^  and  the  march 
another  two  hoars ;  so  that  it  will  be  fonr  in  the  morning 
before  the  attack  can  be  commenced.  This  will  be  a  late 
hour ;  so  tiuiL  the  fleet  must  arrive  punctually,  or  ail  may 

It  requires  no  uncommon  sagacity  to  perceive  that,  if  success 
depended  on  such  conditions,  the  prospect  was  dabioos.  For 
how  conld  the  arrival  of  the  Teasels  be  so  accurately  timed? 
How  could  the  troops  be  landed  on  a  strange  coast  in  the 
darkness  as  readily  as  by  daylight?  And  how  conld  the 
march  be  made  through  thickets  and  bogs,  and  the  attack  con- 
ducted, by  men  ignorant  of  the  situation  of  the  fortress,  who 
had  never  been  in  action,  and  who  were  incompletely  furnished 
with  the  necesearj  weapons  ?  Fortunately  for  New  £ngland, 
success  did  not  depend  on  the  preconcerted  plan  of  the  gov- 
ernor. The  intended  "snrprisal "  was  fmstrated  by  the  arrival 
of  the  vessels  in  the  daytime,  and  their  only  alternative  was  a  Apr.  SOL 
r^ular  siege. 

*  Prince's  Thanks.  Ser.  16  j  Chaun-      '  Beliuiap's  N.  H.  a.  901^  2UK 
cf*  Sermon,  lA,  16|  Elbtft  8«nD0i^  Oompi  1 M.  H.  OoO.  L 
13 1  DooglM. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  LOUISBUBG. 


CHAP.  The  place  before  wliicli  the  army  was  seated  merited  descrip- 
tioii.  The  town  itself^  aboat  two  miles  and  a  quarter  in  cir» 
I7tf.  comference,'  was  built  upon  a  neck  of  land  on  the  sonth  side 
of  a  beantifal  basrn  of  water  four  hundred  fitthoms  broad  at 
its  month,  and  was  fortified  in  its  aocoBsible  parts  with  a  ram- 
part from  Ohirty  to  thirty-siz  feet  high,  and  a  ditch  eighty  feet 
wide.  A  Sparc  of  two  hundred  yards  without  the  rampart, 
seaward,  which  was  inaccessible  to  ships,  was  enclosed  by  a 
dike  and  a  line  of  pickets ;  and  the  spot  was  secured  from 
attack  hj  the  side  fire  from  the  bastions.  These  bastions,  six 
in  nnmber,  with  the  three  batteriea,  contained  embrasures  for 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  cannoUi  of  which  Bixtv-live  were 
mounted,  and  sixteen  mortars.  On  (Joat  Ishind,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbor,  was  a  ])att^»ry  of  thirty  cannon,  carrying 
twenty-eight  pound  shot ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  haiitor, 
opposite  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or  royal  battery,  of  twen- 
ty-eight ibrty-two  ponnderSp  and  two  eighteen  pounders.  On 
a  high  cliff,  opposite  the  island  battery,  stood  a  lighthouse,  yis- 
iUe  in  a  clear  night  five  leagues  off  at  sea ;  and  within  this 
point,  at  the  north-east  part  of  the  harbor,  were  a  careening 
wharf,  completely  landlocked  and  secure  from  all  winds,  and 
a  niii^'-a/.ine  of  stores.^  Tlie  town  was  regularly  laid  out  in 
squares.  The  streets  were  broad ;  and  the  houses,  partly  of 
wood  and  partly  of  stone,  corresponded  with  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  On  the  west  side,  near  the  rampart» 
and  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  chief  bastions,  stood  the  citadel, 
which  was  spacious,  with  a  parade  near  by,  and  a  moat  on  one 
side  towards  the  town  ;  and  witliin  this  bnildintr  wore  the 
apartments  of  the  governor,  the  arsenal,  and  bumlrpi oof  bar- 
racks for  the  soldiers.  Under  the  rampart  were  casemates,  to 
receive  the  women  and  children  during  a  siege.   The  entrance 

'  Some  authoiitlM  ny  two  milas   T^n^ton,  dnnghtcd  bv  hi-^  pTunflfithpr. 
and  a  hal^  who  was  a  guuoer  m  the  ex])edition 

'  Thert  m  eanom  phiw  of  tfie  ngunit  Lonitbaig  during  the  Fmich 

|brt«  fit  C.inseau  and  Ixmi^iurg  in  the  WU* 
poMeawon  of  Mr,  George  Follingay  of 
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to  iBbe  town  on  the  land  side  was  at  ihe  west  gate,  orer  a  crap. 
drawbridge,  near  wbich  was  a  dreolar  battery  monntiiig  six- 

teen  twenty-four  pounders.  Throe  gates  in  the  north-west  1746. 
wails  overlooked  the  harbor,  nnd  had  V)ridge5'  extendinc^  to  the 
water,  from  which  goods  might  at  anj  time  be  shipped  or 
unshipped.  The  wbole  works  had  been  upwards  of  twenty-five 
years  in  bnilding,  and,  though  nnfinisbed,  bad  cost  the  French 
government  more  dian  thirfy  millions  of  livres — upwards  of 
five  millions  of  doHars  of  tbe  cttrrencv  of  the  United  States.' 

Tlie  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  Ijiug  between  the  forty-fifth 
and  f(»rty-?cventh  de^reoi  of  north  latitude,  althouuh  consid- 
ered by  the  English  and  the  French  as  of  the  greatest  import 
tmce^  was  chiefly  so  from  its  central  position  and  the  conven* 
ioioe  of  its  ports.  The  soil,  rocky  and  mountainous,  or  cold 
and  boggy,  was  not  remarkable  for  its  fertility.  The  only  val- 
uable prodnctions,  besides  timber,  were  pit  coel  and  plaster. 
The  atmosphere  was  laden  with  fogs  in  the  >prinfir.  and  the 
hailKji-  were  blocked  with  ice  in  the  winter.  The  shops,  on 
the  north  and  west  sides,  were  ateep  and  ifKieef»«sible.  On  the 
south  aide  were  beautifol  bays  and  excellent  harbors,  capable 
of  receiving  and  securing  ships  of  any  burden.  Lying  between 
Oanada  on  the  one  side  and  the  West  Indies  on  the  other, 
eoomianding  the  entrance  to  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence  and  the 
ki<:hway  to  Xew  England,  a  retreat  for  cruiser?,  a  depot  for 
privateers,  and  the  rcndezvons  for  all  j^hijts  destined  to  France 
from  the  American  seas,  its  commercial  position  was  farornblc 
to  the  French,  and  it  was  valuable  as  a  fishing  station,  though 
ksB  so,  perhaps,  than  several  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Kew- 
fiKmdland.*  Such  was  the  island  whose  possession  was  to  be 

'  Theitre  of  the  Present  War,  2-  113}  1  M.  li.  CoU.  v.  202  j  Mar- 

5 ;  B(^Dnin|^,  Pio|n«i,  Ac,  of  Last  ahall't  Washington,  L  346. 

War,  Lond.  I77(i,  4to,  p.  12 ;  Mi  ms.  »  Mems.  liist  W  ir,  pp.- 10,  19,  cd. 

LasI  War,  i;i-16;  Am.  Mag.  ii  216j  1758;  Importance  of  Qipe  Breton, 

HmelniiaoD,  iL ;  Bdlmapra  N.  H.  H.  dmps,  3,  4  ;  ThcAtre  of  the  Present 

19$-196;  HaUhartoii^  N.  &  L  ll^i  War,  6-10 ;  Belknap's  N.  H.  u.  191 

-103  i  Minot,  L78. 
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146  LANDING  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

CHAP,  contested  with  the  French ;  and  such  was  the  fortress  which 

had  been  built  for  its  secnritf . 
Hit,  It  was  fortunato  fiir  tiie  snooeBB  of  the  expedition  of  Gor^ 
eraor  Shirley  that  the  gaxriaoa  at  Looisbnrg  waa  diaoontenied 
and  mntinoiiB ;  tiiat  no  sofiooTS  bad  arriTod  from  Fnuloe;  and 
that  the  provirfona  and  stores  of  the  fortre^^s  were  greallj 
reduced.^  The  plan  of  operutiuii,  '  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  to  be 
executed  by  a  merchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  husbandmen 
and  mechaniosy  deatitate  of  profeasioiial  akiU  and  eJ9>erieD0Q^''  * 

A^.  90.  as  we  have  seen,  was  frnstrafted,  and  the  plate  waa  inveBted  for 
*^  a  d^.  The  landing  of  tlie  IroopB  W9B  eflfeeted  withont  mndi 
opposition,  and  thef  flew  to  shore  like  eagles  to  the  quarry." 
The  same  day,  Colonel  Vaugliau,  of  New  Hampshire,  lieaded 
a  detachment  of  four  hundred  men,  chiefly  from  that  provinee. 
and,  passiug  the  town,  which  he  saluted  witli  Uiree  chccrSi 
marched  to  the  north-east  part  of  the  harbor,  burned  the  ware- 
honsea  eontaining  the  naTal  stores,  and  destrofed  a  quantity 
of  spiritooDB  liquors.  The  smoke  of  this  fire,  driyen  by  the 
wind  into  the  grand  battery,  8o  terrified  the  French,  that  they 
precipitately  ahiUKioued  the  place,  after  spiking  the  guns  and 
throwing  their  powder  into  a  well.^ 

Hay  2.  The  next  morning  Colonel  Yaughan  took  po^ession  of  tliis 
battery,  and  sent  for  a  reenforcment  and  a  flag ;  but  before 
either  azriTed,  an  adyentorous  soldier  dhnbed  the  staff,  with  a 
red  coat  In  his  teeth,  and  ftstened  it  by  a  nail  to  the  top.  A 
detachment  imder  Colonel  Bradslreet  was  sent  to  the  asrist- 
ancc  of  Colonel  Yaughan ;  but  the  French,  in  great  alai  iii, 
hastily  despatched  a  hundred  men  in  boats  to  impede  his 
march ;  whereupon  Colonel  Waldo's  regiment  was  ordered  to 

'  Pepperrell's  Letter*,  in  1  M.  H.      '  Pepperrell  MSS. ;  ShirWs  Lett 

Coll  i.  11-17}  Belknap's  N.  H.  il  p.  7  ;  Pepperrrirs  LetL  i.  1  M.  H. 

207.    Duvivier  went  to  France  for  Coll.  L  27 ;  Journal  of  the  Sie^e  of 

fupplies  in  tlie  611  of  1744^  but  at  Louisbuiv,  Mems.  Last  W«, 

this  time  had  not  returned.  44,  4^  ;  Im{>ortancc  of  Gspe  BvalOi^ 

.<  Belknap's  N.  H.  iL  214.  130 ;  UulchiiuoD,  iL  373. 
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asBist  him,  and  thejr  were  lepulsecLi  In  Tain  did  the  Frencb  ceap. 

open  a  heavy  fire  on  the  battery  to  prevent  its  being  occupied  by 
the  English.  By  night  six  companies  were  lodged  there ;  and  1746. 
that  of  which  Seth  Pomeroy,  of  Northampton,  a  gunsniith  by 
trade,  was  ni%jor,  was  immediately  employed  to  drill  the  cannon 
irhich  the  enemy  bad  spiked.  Before  the  twelfth  of  the  month  ifaj  u. 
abont  twenty  were  cleared,  a  portion  of  which  were  tomed 
npon  the  town  with  each  Boooeaa  that  nearly  every  shot  told 
with  effect,  and  several  pierced  tlio  roof  of  the  cit«idel.  The 
behavior  of  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  and  indeed  of  all  the 
provindala,  was  admirable ;  and  for  fourteen  nights  in  succed* 
sion  they  were  employed  in  drawing  cannon  from  the  landing 
to  the  camp  on  sleds — the  men,  with  straps  on  their  shoulders^ 
and  sinking  to  tfaeur  knees  in  mad,  working  like  oxen.*  The 
landing  and  transporting  the  artillery  and  stores  was  a  difficolt 
tiksk,  owiug  to  the  badness  of  the  ground  and  the  strength  of 
the  surf.  But  what  will  not  perseverance  accomplish  ?  Mortars 
and  cohorns  were  dragged  through  bogs  and  morasses  up  the 
ateep  hills,  and  planted  in  commanding  positions^  and  fiiscuie  Har  11 
Ijatteries  were  erected  near  the  west  gate.*  ^ 

In  the  mean  time  conndls  of  war  were  convened,  at  which  May  7. 
Commodore  Warren  was  present ;  and  a  summons  to  surrender 
was  pent  to  Duchambon.  This  was  refu.sed ;  upon  winch  it  was 
determined  to  proceed  in  the  most  vigorous  manner  to  attack 
the  island  battery,  and  Commodore  Warren  offered  to  send  a 
nnmber  of  ids  sailors  and  marines  to  aid  m  the  asBaolt.^  While 
awaiting  a  finrorable  opportmiity  for  this  movement,  despatches  Hij  11. 
were  sent  to  QoTemor  Shirley  by  Pepperrell  for  a  reenforce* 


*  Am.  Mag. 


3 ;  Prince,  I'hanks. 


Ser.  28 ;  Ik-lkn  i^;  s  X.  H.  ii.  216,217j 
Auwon's  Lilb  ol  rep()ern'll,  Go. 

*  Shirley  's  Lett  8 ;  Gibson's  Jour- 
m]«  41Me;  dunmey't  SennoD,  16 ; 
Belkruip'a  N.  H. 

'  Shirley's  Ixjtter,  9 ;  Peppcrrcirs 
Lett  1  M.'H.  ColL  i  27  }  Journal  of 
die  Stitgb,  90-92,  26}  hugmtm  of 


Qijie  BretOD,  124,  125  j  Am.  Mag.iL 
224. 


or  all  exploits,  siooe  tint  I  foltoiMd  i 
Ne'er  iMwrU  I  of  a  warlike  ontoriirlM 
Mora  T«ntun>ut,  or  i|e«p«ratc.  timu  tlllB,* 
Akncon,  King  Umn  17. 

PtL  Ael.lL08il. 

*  Journal  of  the  Si^,  24 ;  1  M. 
H.  ColL  L  27|  Am.  Mv-  224. 
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CHAP,  ment  af  a  thoaflaad  men,  and  for  additional  militacy  Bttnoa. 

Before  thme  arriyed,  the  YigOant^  a  Freadi  ship  of  Bixty-foor 
^4L^  guns,  was  captured  by  the  squadron  under  Commodore  Warren 

*  and  tlic  provincial  sloops  ;  and.  her  crew  being  made  prisoners, 
she  was  manned  with  Englif^h  i>eamen.  TliiB  success  wad 
euoouraging,  as  it  preveated  additional  supplies  from  reaciung 
the  fbrtreaa.^ 

Yet  the  oonditioii  of  the  bealegen  was  &r  from  flattesring. 
Nearly  fifteen  hundred  of  the  troops  lay  sick  at  one  time ;  the 

army  was  imperfectly  provided  with  tents;  their  "lodgings 
were  turf  and  brush  houaes  j "  and  their  provisions  and  amrau- 
Umj  2L  niUon  were  rapidly  failing.*  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  another 
oonsoltation  was  held  on  board  the  Superb ;  and,  for  the  more 
speedy  reduction  of  the  fortress,  it  was  proposed  by  Commo- 
dore Warren  that  dzteen  hondred  men  should  be  embarked, 
and  that  all  bis  mujesty's  shipr^,  and  the  provincial  emisers 
except  two,  with  the  captured  sliip  Yi;:^ilant,  and  tlie  schooners 
and  transports,  should  enter  the  harlK)r,  and  atta(*k  the  town 
and  batteries  with  "  the  utmost  vigor,"  while  the  marines,  under 
Captain  James  M'Donald,  were  to  be  laaded,  and,  sostained  bj 
the  rest  of  the  troops,  were  to  make  an  attack  on  shore ; '  bat 
tills  plan  was  not  approved  by  General  Pepperrell.  From  the 
tenor  of  the  correspondence  between  Warren  and  Pepperrell,  it 
is  evident  that  both  gentlemen  coveted  the  honor  of  leading 
the  expedition  ;  and  Conuuodore  Warren  was  quite  as  anxious 
that  its  success,  if  efi'octed,  should  be  attributed  to  his  squadron, 
as  General  Pepperrell  was  anzioiis  that  it  should  be  achieved 
by  his  troops.^ 

*  Journal  of  the  Siege,  27  ;  1  8eems  to  liavc  j)rcv;ul«l  rao«t  in  the 
H.  CoL  i.  43 ;  Prociamationa  of  Gov-  month  of  June ;  and  it  :\t  that 
ernor  Shirley  issued  June  1  and  June  date  tliat  the  l/>00  were  invalid.  Par> 
4;  Gibson's  Journal,  51,  5*2;  Am.   aooB,  Life  of  Pepperrell,  85. 

Mag.  ii.  223 ;  Paraona,  IMo  of  Pep-      *  1  M.  H.  CoU.  i.  52,  53. 

peiTOll,  67,  68»  72.  «  1  M.  IL  ColL  L  32 1  HaHburton's 

*  SUriey*!  Lett  8;  Jounud  of  the  N.  8.  i  116,  note.  That  pert  of  tli» 
Siege,  23  ;  1  M.  II.  Coll.  I  32-3.'  ;  correspondence  of  PopiMTrell,  pn- 
Imnortance  of  O&pe  Breton,  126 ;  served  hy  Parsons,  in  Mhich  he  tini- 
Belknap's  N.  H.  il  31ft.   SiduiMi  formly  speaks  in  high  praiiie  of  War- 
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MOTBMENIS  OF  PEPPnOIBUi.  14ft 

In  the  moan  time  i^eppcrrcU  had  not  been  "  idle,"  as  Warren  chap. 
insiniiates ;  for,  during  the  twenty-nine  days  the  siege  had  con-  J^l^ 
tinned,  five  faadne  balteriee  had  been  ereeted,  from  whusb.  and  1745. 
from  the  grand  batteiy  eonadenUe  breaches  had  been  made  ^ 
in  the  walls ;  tiie  west  gate  was  entirelj  beaten  down ;  iSie 
adjoinin*:;  wall  was  very  much  battered,  and  a  Lrcacli  was  made  May  29 

to 

in  it  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  The  circular  >>nttery,  of  Jon*  6. 
sixteen  twenty-four  poundera,  was  likewise  nearly  ruined,  and 
aU  the  cannon  but  throe  diamonnted.  The  north-east  battery,  * 
oonsSsting  of  two  lines  of  ibrtf-two  and  thirty-two  pounders,  in 
all  soFenteen  cannon,  was  damaged,  and  the  men  beaten  off 
from  their  guns.  The  west  flank  of  the  King's  Bastion^  belong- 
ing to  the  citadel,  and  tlie  battery  of  six  twenty-four  pounders, 
which  pointed  to  the  land  side,  were  almost  dcmolislied ;  and 
two  cavaliers,  of  two  twenty-four  pounders  each,  raised  during 
the  siege^  and  two  other  cannon  of  the  same  weight  of  metal^ 
nm  out  at  embrasnres  cat  throitgh  the  parapet  near  the  west 
gate,  were  damaged  and  silenced.  The  citadel  itself  was  also 
damaged  ;  several  hou.-o<  in  the  city  were  entirely  demolLshed, 
and  almost  eveiy  one  more  or  less  injured.  The  Maurepas 
gate,  at  Uie  east  part  of  the  city,  was  shattered ;  and,  as  cross 
fires  from  the  cannon  and  mortars,  and  even  firom  the  mns* 
ketxy,  tanged  through  the  houses  and  streets  in  eveiy  part  of 
the  city,  and  through  the  enemy's  paradcB^  bj  which  many  were 
killed,  the  inhabitants  were  driven  to  the  casemates,  where  they  Mftyi 
were  obliged  to  take  refuge  for  tJeveral  weeks.  Nor  was  this 
all ;  for,  during  the  same  period,  tive  unsuccessful  attempts  wei'e 


b  certainly  in  &Tor  of  his  con-  less  notice  miglit  be  taken  of  their 

doc^  ID  the  eiitei|irwe,«iMl  proves  liiiii  vdor  than  they  rightfully  deMorved. 

to  have  hcfu  ucliuitod  In  a  jwtnotiMn  Governor  Shirlcv  wcms  to  have  anti- 

as  fenent  as  it  \fm  dinintcreHted  and  cipoted  the^  diihcultics,  as  appears 

pure.  He  knew  what  belong  to  his  from  one  of  his  letters  written  at  the 

office^  and  maintained  liis  rights  with  time.    See  1  M.  U.  ColL  L  17.  It 

diirnity;  and  he  was  jealous  of  the  in-  was  through  the  mismanagement  of 

teniions  of  Warren  more  for  im  coun-  Shirley  that  these  difliculties  arose, 

try's  sake  than  lor  his  own — fearing  See  his  laltflr  to  Wancn,  1  M.  & 

ihit  the  )wr^-ice8  of  the  New  Kn<;l:in<!  Q6UL  i  ML 
troops  mi^  be  dejiceciated,  and  that 
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CHAP,  made  upon  the  i.^laud  battery,  the  "  palladinm  of  Loiiisbm^," 

^^1^  itt  the  last  of  which  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  out  of  four 
1745.  hundred  men  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners.   Scouts  had  also 
^  '  beea  kept  out  to  destroy  the  settlements  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
preveot  a  snrprise  of  the  camp.^  These  were  certainly  brilr 
liant  exploits  for  men  who  "langlied  at  zigzags  and  epaole- 
ments,"  and  who  conducted  their  inovements  "in  a  random 
manner  ; "  and  if  Commodore  Warren  was  able  to  boast  of  his 
*     superior  knowledge  in  the  science  of  war,  General  Pepperrell 
had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the  conduct  of  his  troops.* 

Jimt  L  At  length  Pepperrell  consented  that  six  bnndred  men  should 
be  sent  on  board  the  Vigilant,  and  fiTO  hundred  on  board  the 
other  ships,  with  the  understanding  that  Colonel  MDonald, 

Jim. ii.  with  his  marines,  was  to  assist  on  shore;  and  shortly  alter, 
under  the  direction  of  Gridley,  of  Boston,  a  battery  wa?  com- 
pleted near  the  lighthouse,  containing  three  embrasures  facing 
the  island  battery  and  ax  fiudng  the  sea.^  The  want  of  am* 
munition  had  been  seriously  felt,  that  which  was  used  on  diore 
being  borrowed  from  the  squadron ;  but  before  this  battery 

June  3.  was  fmislied  welcome  supplies  arrived  from  Massachusetts.* 
Thus  recnforecd,  the  operations  of  the  besiegers  were  prose- 
cuted with  increased  vigor. 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  English  arose  from 
the  want  of  exact  information  of  the  condition  of  the  fortress ; 
and  Gommodoie  Warren,  deeming  it  ''of  the  utmoet  oonse- 
queuce  to  know  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  as  to  their  numliera 


*  Shirley's  Letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  ed-  1746,  pp.  9-11 ;  Jour- 
nal of  the  Siege,  '2.3-2H ;  Mems.  Last 
War,  46-47 ;  Gibson's  Journal,  56- 
60;  1  M.  H.  CoU.  L  35;  Parsons's 
Life  of  Pepperrdl,  82.  Put  of  the 
dai  r;>  L'l  rnterrcd  to  in  the  text  was  not 
done  until  the  6th  of  June,  espedally 
the  nlencintr  of  the  cannon  frbu  the 
parapets.  The  nural>er  of  men  lost  in 
the  attjick  on  the  island  battery  of 
Iday  26  is  set  down  in  some  aowunts 


at  60  killed,  and  112  prisoners.  I 
follow  Pepperrell's  statement  in  hie 
letter  to  Warren. 

•  1  M.  II.  Coll.  i.  3o,  36. 

*  Shirley's  Lett.  1 1  JounuU  of  the 
Siege,  28,  29 ;  Gibacm'i  Journal,  62, 
(57;  Hutchinson,  ii.  370;  1  M.  H. 
Coll.  i.  38;  Parsons,  Life  of  Pepper- 
rell, 83,  84. 

«  1  M.  H.  ColL  i.  38, 40;  BttMMMb 
lib  of  Feppenell,  86. 
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and  qnantity  of  ammunition  and  provisions,"  olTered  personally  chap. 
a  reward  of  from  five  hundred  'to  a  thouBand  guiiiieas  to  who-  ^^^^ 
ew  would  fbrniah  Bach  information.  As  one  step  towards  nm. 
aecnring  it^  lie  sqggested  sending  to  the  French  goyemor 
tidings  of  the  capture  of  the  Yifj^lant ;  and,  as  PepperreD 
approved  the  plan,  a  letter  written  by  the  former  captain  of 
the  Yiffilant  was  forwarded  by  a  flag.    The  charge  of  this 
letter  was  confided  to  Colonel  M'Donald,  and,  by  pretending  Jim*?, 
ignoranoe  of  the  French  language^  he  was  enabled  to  listen, 
without  being  suspected,  to  the  disconrse  of  the  officers  before 
whom  he  was  carried,  and  to  obsenre  the  effect  of  his  commu- 
nication upon  them.* 

During  the  absence  of  this  mossonGrer.  a  fresh  consultation  was  June  7. 
held  by  Commodore  Warren  on  board  the  Superb,  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  attempting  to  enter  the  harbor  and  attack  the 
town  before  the  reduction  of  the  island  batteiy ;  bnt»  after  an 
enminatioii  of  the  pilots,  an  inspection  of  the  draaghts  of  the 
harbor,  and  a  careful  review  of  the  position  in  which  the 
squadron  would  be  placed  witli  the  batt(MT  in  its  rear,  it  was 
d^idpf]  to  lx»  impracticable.  Nothing  remained,  tlierefore.  Imt 
to  determine  whether  a  new  attempt  should  be  made  upon  the 
island  battery  or  not ;  snd  it  was  resolved  to  make  the  attempt 
with  the  aid  of  the  forces  furnished  by  General  Fepperrell.* 
Tlie  decision  of  this  coancil  was  forwarded  to  Pepperrell ;  bat, 
as  he  was  convinced  that  no  good  could  result  from  sending  a 
few  wliale  boat^  to  the  attack,  which  even  muf'ket  balls  woidd 
sink,  he  declined  seconding  the  proposal.  A  general  attack  by 
land  and  sea  was  then  concerted ;  and  Commodore  Warren, 
being  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  three  or  fonr  more  ships,  Jnnr  jo 
was  to  enter  flie  harbor  with  his  vessels,  while  General  Pep-  J«ii.i«. 
perrell  was  to  open  bis  batteries  npon  the  town ;  bat  before 
TPftlring  this  aUuck,  as  other  French  vessels  had  been  captured, 

•  1  M.H.  Colli  41-43;  Oibma't  H.  OolL  L  41 }  Bkmum,  lilb  of  IV 
Journal,  65.  pemU,  90, 91. 

*  Fnaot,  ThwU.  Bar.  30}  1  M. 
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CHAP,  which  were  expected  to  relieve  the  fortress,  and  as  the  battery 
near  tbelightbou^  command^  the  island  battery,  npon  wUdi 
i74fiL  great  reliaDoe  had  been  placed,  Dnchambon,  mtisfied  that  ik 

Ja&.u.  was  Qselees  to  contend  longer,  eent  hostages  to  both  Wanen 
and  PepperrdI,  with  letters,  propo^ng  to  sorrender  the  fortren 
ou  coiidit.iou  tliat  the  troops,  some  sixteen  huiiiiievi  in  imniber, 
should  be  pennitted  to  retain  their  arms  and  color;'.  This 

Jan.  16.  proposition  was  accepted ;  the  fortress  was  surrendered  ^  and 

''Bright  Hesperus,  the  harbinger  of  day, 
Smiled  gently  down  on  Shirley's  prosj)eroug  snuy. 
nie  prince  of  light  rode  in  his  burning  car, 
To  see  the  overtures  of  peace  and  war, 
Around  the  world ;  and  bade  hu  charioteer, 
Who  marks  the  periods  of  each  month  and  year. 
Rein  in  his  steeds,  and  rest  upon  h^  noao. 
To  Tie*  our  victaiy  at  ORpe  Breton.'*  * 

lvD.l7.  On  the  following  day  the  victors  entered  tlie  city ;  and  great 
was  their  surprise  at  beholding  the  strength  of  the  fortress 
and  its  capacity  for  rerastance  bad  it  been  suitably  garrisoned. 
As  chief  of  the  expedition,  a  large  share  of  the  credit  of  ito 

success  rightfully  belonged  to  Pepperrell ;  but  he  was  more 
ready  to  yield  the  honors  of  the  occasion  to  Cummodoro  War- 
ren than  was  Warren  to  acknowledge  the  value  of  his  services. 
Indeed,  such  seems  to  have  been  the  jealousy  of  Warren,  and 
such  were  his  fears  lest  too  mnch  credit  should  be  given  to 
Pepperrell,  that,  in  his  personal  despatches  to  England,  and  hy 
his  repr^entations  after  his  arrival,  he  challenged  to  himsdf 
the  chief  honor  of  the  expedition,  and  succeeded  for  a  time  in 

'  Journal  of  the  Siege,  29-31;  isburg.  There  are  several  volumes  of 
Hems.  Last  War,  49,  50 ;  Oitwon^s  MSS.  in  the  Lib.  of  the  "Slass.  Hi»t. 
Journal ,  71-74  ;  1  M.  H.  Coll.  i.  4.*?-  Soc.  comprising  the  pnpors  of  SirWil- 
46;  Hutchinsoo,  iL  376,  377;  Uali-  liam  Pepperrell,  hisjoumaU  of  this  ex- 
burton's  N.  S.  L  119.  The  nide  Unea  pedition,  muster  rolls,  &c.,  from  wUdi 
in  the  text  are  taken  from  a  piece  in-  an  elaborate  narrative  might  be  framed, 
scrtcd  in  Ames's  Almanac  for  174(5,  These  jxinpT>i  arc  in  a  gnod  state  of 
commemorating  the  reduction  of  Luu-  preservaUuu,  uud  are  t^uite  interesting. 
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(browing  into  the  shade  one  who,  if  bis  rival,  had  more  mag-  chap. 
nanunity  flian  to  descend  to  such  misrepreaentationB,  and  who 
generously  acknowledged  the  merits  of  his  aesociate.^  iTts. 

The  capture  of  Louisburg  "  filled  Europe  with  astonishment 
aud  America  with  joy."  In  London,  the  cannon  of  the  Tower 
aad  Park  were  fired  by  order  of  the  lords  of  the  regency  j  at 
night  there  were  great  rejoicings,  with  bonjSires  and  iUumiaa* 
ttons  in  the  city  and  its  subnrbs ;  and  a  general  gladness  was 
diffbsed  thzoughont  the  kingdom.  Indeed,  this  was  the  capital 
achievement  of  the  war.  The  prowess  of  the  provincials  Godd 
no  longer  be  doubted,  and  vcLciuus  applauded  the  coiira<j:e  they 
had  de<}>i:>ed.*  Volumes  of  congratulatory  letters  poured  in 
upon  Pepperreil  from  towns,  corporations,  and  distinguished 
dtizmu,  applanding  his  saccess.  And  when  the  news  reached 
Boston,  two  wedcB  after  the  snrrender,  and  in  New  York  and  J^OffL 
Philadelphia,  nnbonnded  enthusiasm  prevailed.  Bells  rang  out 
their  noisiest  pKjals ;  cannon  boomed ;  bonfires  blazed  ;  and  at 
night  every  dwelling  was  brilliantly  illuiniiuited.'  Two  weeks 
later,  a  thanksgiving  was  celebrated  in  most  of  the  New  Eug-  JUI7I8. 
land  colonies,  and  patriotic  sermons  were  preached  by  the 
ministers.^  No  event  had  for  a  long  time  created  soch  aa 
emtement.  Many  fortonate  circnmstances  preceded  and  foV 
lowed  the  enterprise.  A  bountiful  harvest  in  the  fall  had  filled 
the  giaiiuiicri  ui'  the  English  to  overflowing ;  wiiile  a  drought, 
which  prevailed  in  Canada,  cut  off  the  supplies  of  the  French. 

•  Bn11^-i*s  Lett,  in  1  M.  H .  Coll.  i,  only  such  as  often  )»pnnpi  up  on  such 

53,  tH  i  Lett,  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  occasionR ;  and  botli  gentlemen  had 

m  1  M.  H.  CoIL  i  108*111;  Chat-  too  much  good  sense  to  carr}' the  mat- 

merv.  Tlcvolt,  li.  241 ;  ParsonH,  I.ife  ter  ao  &r  as  to  make  it  thegnWDd  of 

of  Pepperreil,  101,  102.   "Hie  jeal-  perpetual  contentioa. 

oMsy  between  Warren  ftnd  Peppendl  *  Oibson'n  Journal,  7S-80 ;  Am. 

does  not  seem  to  h  ive  l»eon  porma-  Mag.  ii. ;  1  M.  H.  Coll.  vii.  69;  PIb> 

Dent,  nor  did  it  alt'ect  the  friendlinesa  sons,  I.ifc  nf  Ppppprrdl,  144,  145. 

of  their  intercourse.     Indeed,  the  '  Am.  Mag.  ii.  323 ;  I'arsons,  Life 

two  officers  continued  to  reeard  each  of  Pepperreil,  108, 109. 

other  with  esteem  throiir;h  life  ;  and  *  A  r.nmher  of  thc^o  vrrnv  pub- 

their  corresDondeoce  indicates  that  lished,  among  which  that  of  Princx;  is 

the  rii«liTwiuehtfM  called  fiwthdm^  mluiUo  fiir  the  inftnnatian  it  oaor 

tB^  tin  esdiemeDt  of  tho  ri«ge  im  ttim. 
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Ibi  OOTEBNKENT  OF  THE  ISLAND. 

CHAP.  Favorable  weather  facilitated  the  outfit  of  the  troops ;  and  a 
concurrence  of  incidents  brought  together  from  all  parts  the 
174ft,  Vttsels  of  war  cruising  on  the  coast.  During  the  siege  the 
weather  waa  mrasnally  pleasant ;  but  ttie  daj  after  the  fortim 
Bmrendered  a  atoim  set  in,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrentB  for  the 
next  ten  days.'  Is  it  sarpridng  that  Ihe  French  thought "  the 
Virgin  Mary  was  peculiarly  kind  to  the  Engliejh"?^  or  that 
the  English  themselves  exclaimed,  "  Tlie  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  us,  whereof  we  arc  glad  "? '  Eeligioufl  enthusiasm 
had  stimulated  many  to  enlist  in  the  war;  and,  in  the  fervor 
of  their  piety,  their  sucoess,  if  not  miraculous^  was  esteemed 
proWdentiaU  For  a  fortress  so  strong  as,  in  the  estimation  of 
good  judges,  to  require  thirty  thousand  men  for  its  capture,  to 
have  been  taken  by  about  four  thousand  undisciplined  trooj»s, 
most  of  wliom  liad  never  before  served  in  a  similar  enter])ri>e. 
was  certainly  something  to  awaken  astonishment ;  and  one 
who  was  present)  and  who  served  with  the  French,  obsenred 
that|  '*in  all  the  histories  he  had  read,  he  never  met  with  an 
instance  of  so  hold  and  presomptnons  an  attempt."^ 

The  government  of  the  island,  upon  the  surender  of  the 
fortress,  after  some  coutn)versy  was  jointly  assumed  by  Warren 
and  Pepperreil ;  and  for  his  services  in  the  expedition  Warren 
was  created  vice  admiral  of  the  white,  and  the  honors  of 
knighthood  were  conferred  npon  Pepperreil.'  Qovemor  Shir- 
A»g.  ley,  daring  the  sommer,  visited  Lonishurg  to  inquire  into  the 

Decs,  condition  of  the  army  and  fortress ;  and  at  his  return  he  was 
welcomed  with  the  heartiest  rejoicings.*  The  expense  of  the 


>  rrince,  ChauDcy,  Eliot,  &c. 

*  OibMNi't  Jotmttl,  78;  Hutehm- 
•on,  ii.  377. 

'  Prince's  Scr.  33.  **  T  scarce  know 
of  a  conquest,"  says  C'liamicy,  Ser. 
12,  "  since  the  da>'8  of  Joshua  and  the 
Judges,  wherein  the  finger  of  God  is 
more  visible.** 

*  Gibeoo'e  Jooma],  78,  79.  Gomp. 
Chauncv's  Sermon,  IS,  19. 

*  MJi  Lett,  of  the  Duke  of  New- 


castle to  l'ep])en-eU,  Aug.  10,  1745 ; 
Manhall's  Waahington,  l  358;  Plu^ 

sons.  Life  of  Pepperreil,  109, 125.  The 
Litter,  pp.  112-116,  gives  an  account 
of  the  (iiJliculUus  which  occurred  on 
this  oooiaion,  irith  extnicts  from  the 
corr>-<;>»>n'l»'nce  on  the  suV>ji?ct.  W;ir- 
ren  was  created  baronet  in  1747.  Ibid. 
165. 

«  Mems.  lAst  Vr^r,  .'32-00.  Pej> 
perrell  and  Wanrea  viiitod  Boston  m 
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OLpedition  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  sixtj-ono  thouaand  chap. 
wreii  hondred  ponndB  of  the  cnireiK^  of  the  province^  or  one 
hundred  and  caghtj-three  ihomnd  tan  himdred  and  forty-mne  m . 
pounds  Bterling ;  and  this  snm,  after  a  yezatiooB  delay,  was 

reimbursed  througli  the  intervention  of  Mr.  BoUan,  the  son- 
in-law  of  Shirley  and  the  aprcnt  of  the  province.    The  money 
thus  received  enabled  Ma&^husetts  to  redeem  a  large  portion  ^^^^ 
of  her  outstanding  biils;  the  condition  of  the  correni^  was^ 
temporarily  hnproved;  and  the  oommeffcial  aetiTitf  of  the 
people  was  increased  J 

The  reduction  of  Louisborg  was  the  signal  for  extensive 
plans  for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Both  Shirley  and  Warren 
were  at  the  bottom  of  this  movement ; '  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
was  deeply  interested  in  its  success  ;  and  at  their  solicitation 
*  drcolar  letter  was  addressed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle^  then 
seoretaiy  of  slate,  to  all  Ihe  governors  of  the  American  oolo-  ^^746^ 
niee  as  tut  south  as  Virginia,  requiring  them  to  ndse  men,  and 
form  them  into  companies,  to  he  ready  to  unite  and  act  accord- 
ing to  future  ordei'S.  Eight  battalions  were  to  be  raised  in 
England,  under  Lieutenant  General  St  Clair,  with  a  squadron 
oomnanded  by  Bear  Admiral  Warren;  and  these»  with  the  New 
Kngland  troops,  wm  to  rendesvous  at  Lomsbnig,  and  from 
thence  proceed  to  Qoebee.  The  troops  from  the  southern  col- 
onies were  to  rendezvous  at  Albany,  and  fiom  thence  proceed 
to  Montreal.' 


June,  1746 1  aud  ou  this  memorable 
they  were  received  at  hong 
Wharf  by  his  lUQeily'a  Codndl  and 
tlu'  IToufse  of  Representatives,  and  es- 
corted by  his  excellency's  company  of 
eadets  to  the  couooil  chamber,  being 
saluted,  as  th-y  pns-rcl  tlrr<n:^'h  the 
streetS)  by  the  hurrahs  of  the  people, 
iriio  amwdfld  the  doon^  ufaidows,  and 
baleomca.  Emr  on*  fwtified  jo^  at 
th^'ir  arri^l ;  ana  the  conp^tulations 
oi  the  legiskture  of  Uie  province  were 
cordially  tendered  them.  Mass.Reo'ai 
FmoB,  Life  of  PeppezvQsU,  140^149. 


>  Trumbull  I^ISS.  vol  I  fols.  2, 17 ; 
Observations  oa  Present  Circwn- 
8taiices  of  ProY.  of  Mass.  Bay,  ed. 
17^0,  p.  6;  UutohmioDtiL}  Bancroft^ 
iv.  50,  51. 

'  Mems.  Last  War,  60,  61 1  1 IL 
IT.  Coll.  70  ;  TItitchinson,  u.  380, 
381;  Belknap's  N.  H.  u.  225-227  j 
liforsfaairs  Washington,  ii.  360 ;  Pur^ 
sons.  Life  of  Peppcrrell,  129. 

'  Chiilmcrs,  Revolt,  ii.  242-24 1; 
Marshall's  Washington,  L  3GU ;  Par- 
■ona,  life  of  Pepperrell,  US.  The 
Dukeof  Bedford,  the  fixrt  lord  of  the 
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CHAP.  In  accordance  with  these  plans,  as  the  design  was  pleasing 
,J[^to  the  people,  the  measiireB  of  the  ministiy  were  cordiallj 
1 74 ')  approTed,  and  the  oolonieB  fumuhed  with  akcrit^r  their  qnotaB.^ 
But  the  French,  in  Iho  mean  time,  were  not  inactive ;  and  an 
Mar*  armament  was  fitted  out  from  Brest  and  the  West  Indies, 
which,  in  conjunction  with  a  body  of  land  forces  to  be  raised 
in  Canada,  was  destined  for  the  conquest  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  eettlements  from  thence  to  Geoigia. 
This  fleet,  the  moat  powerfbl  hitherto  sent  to  tfaeee  shores,  waa 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  D'AuTille^  an  officer  oC 
experience  and  approved  ability,  and  consisted  of  seventy  sail, 
of  which  eleven  were  shi{)9  of  the  line,  twenty  frigates,  five 
ships  and  bombs,  and  the  rest  transports  and  tenders,  having 
on  board  upwards  of  three  thousand  disciplined  troops.^  The 
energy  of  the  French  in  making  these  preparations  did  not 
prevent  the  levy  of  more  than  eight  thousand  men  from  the 
colonies  for  the  conquest  of  Canada ;  but,  as  the  fleet  from 

England  had  not  arrived,  and  the  8ea.^on  vwls  so  far  advanced 
that,  if  it  should  arrive,  it  would  be  too  hite  to  attrm]»l  tiic 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  judged  prudent  to  defer 
the  attack  on  Quebec^  and  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  army  to 
the  reduction  of  Crown  Point' 

Sep.  12.  At  this  juncture  intelligence  was  received  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  the  eastern  provinces,  from  the  inroads  of 
Aug.  the  French  and  Indiaiks  at  Mina.-;,  and  tlie  exi)eeted  revolt  of 

Sep.  20.  the  Acadians ;  and  shortly  after,  by  additional  letters,  the 
whole  country  was  alarmed  by  reports  of  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  from  France.  In  this  emergenqr,  the  preparations  of 
Massachusetts  were  promptly  made.  Several  hundred  men 
had  been  sent  to  Annapolis  to  act  there ;  and,  as  Castle  Wil- 

adminilty,  and  afterwardis  secretajy  of  '  Mass.  Rer's ;  Parsons,  J,ife  of 

state,  18  iaid  to  have  fiivored  this  pro-  Pepperrell,  11' 

ject  ;and,accordin^  to  I'itt,  the  "great  ^  Mirslnll's  Washington,  i.  362; 

and  practicable  views  for  America"  Parsons,  Life  of  Pepperrell,  146,  H7. 

sprang  from  lilm  alone.  Baneraflt  if,  *  Menu.  Lost  war,  62-^ ;  Bel* 

21.  kai|>'eN.H.iL220l, 
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Bun  had  beeB  recently  refitted,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  cbaf. 
orderad  thither,  and  nearly  ten  thonsand  persons  offered  their 

services  to  aid  in  defending  Boston.   But  the  operations  of  ijia. 
the  French  were  sismally  thTrarted  ;  for,  crippled  by  tempest 
aud  siiipwrecki  the  gallant  tket,  which  had  vset  forth  ganguinc  May. 
of  Buocess,  was  so  shattered  after  its  arrival  on  the  coast  as  to  Sept. 
be  miable  to  prooeed ;  and  the  death  of  the  Duke  D'Anville^ 
and  the  suidde  of  his  snocesBor,  led  to  the  return  of  the  snr- 
▼iving  yesBels,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  design  upon  vhiefa  Nov. 
they  had  been  seut.^ 

Thup  ended  the  "expedition  of  the  most  formidable  arma- 
ment ever  litted  oat  against  the  coast  of  North  America"  — 
an  armament computed  to  consiBt  of  near  half  the  naval  force 
of  Franoe.''  To  complete  the  series  of  catastrophes  and  diaas* 
ten,  some  of  the  rasels  were  lost,  and  othos  were  taken,  on 
the  vojragc  home;  and,  by  an  infection  among  the  seamen,  a 
disease  was  communicated  to  the  Cape  Sable  Indian?,  in  the 
interest  of  tlie  Frendi,  by  which  nearly  two  thirds  of  them 
miserably  penshed.^ 

In  the  mean  tune  the  arrangements  for  the  contemplated 
attack  upon  Crown  Point  had  been  oontmned,  and  prepara- 
tions had  proceeded  so  &r  that  bateaux  were  provided  for  the 
tranfiportatton  of  the  troops  and  stores  aerosB  Lake  Ohamplain ; 
ordiinnec  stores  and  provisions  were  sent  from  Boston,  and  a 
train  ot  ariillery  from  New  York  to  the  fort  at  Saratoga  ;  and 
fifteen  hundred  of  the  Massachusetts  troops  set  oat  tor  Albany  uct. 
to  join  the  troops  from  the  southern  governments ;  bnt  the 
general  alann  occasioned  by  the  appearance  of  the  French 
armament  sospended  the  prosecution  of  the  attempt  nntil  the 
season  was  so  far  advanced  that  a  portion  of  the  colonies 
judged  it  too  late  to  proceed,  and  refused  to  join  with  Massa- 
diQsetts  in  the  execution  of  the  project.   Yet  Governor  Shir- 

'  Mems.  Ijxst  War,  64-67.    Par-    Jonqtiiere,  as  the  suooetior  of  the 
mmaj  Life  of  Pepperrell,  147,  gives  the   Duke  D'Anville. 
MM  of  D'EetouneEe^  ini^  *  Menu.  Lett  War,  68. 
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CHAP.  ley,  unwiUiDg  to  abandon  the  enterprise,  renewed  tiie  attempt 
^  to  cany  it  into  effect^  and  indnoed  Hie  li^gialatnre  to  &Tor  Iub 


174B.  plana.  The  governor  of  New  York,  equally  eager  for 

was  likewise  inclined  to  aid  in  the  expedition.  But,  by  the 
prudence  of  the  members  of  the  Connecticut  a^semMy.  who 
deemed  the  winter  an  improper  season  for  so  gr^t  an  under- 
taking, the  rash  scheme  was  defeated,  and  further  thoughts  of 
exterminating  the  Frendi  were  rdoctantlj  abandoned.  The 
troops  from  New  Wngland  remained  nnder  pay  until  the  follow- 


^WT.^  ing  fall,  when,  by  order  of  the  ministry,  they  were  disbeaded  ; 
the  governors  drew  bills  on  the  British  treasury  for  tlieir  sup- 
port; and  Parliament  irraiittd  the  money  to  reimburse  the 
charges  of  their  equipm*  nt  and  subsistence.* 

1748.  The  peace  of  Aiz  la  Cliapelle,  concluded  in  1748,  caused 
a  temporary  saspension  of  hostilities  between  Eoglaad  and 
France.  By  the  terms  of  this  peace^  New  England  had  the 
mortification  to  find  the  frmts  of  her  toil,  in  the  oonqnest  of 
Louisburg,  wrested  from  her  grasp  ;  for,  under  the  compromise 
for  restoring  the  Frencli  conquests  in  the  Low  Counti  ies  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  States  General,  and  for  a  gen- 
eral restitution  of  places  captured  from  the  other  belligerent 
powers,  the  Island  of  Gape  Breton  was  delivered  back  to  its 

1749.  former  possessors ;  and  Maasachnsetts  was  left  to  calculate  at 
^  leisure  the  expenses  of  her  warfiire,  and  the  benefits  which  had 

accrued  to  her  from  the  loss  of  her  citizens  who  had  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  ravages  of  disease,  and  the  damage  to  her  com- 

»  Mems.  T*vt  War.  6ft-75 ;  Hn*rh-  Rhode  Island  received  £12,33B  0«. 

inson,  ii.  386 ;  BeLkmip's  N.  Iti.  u.  7|d.    Trumbull  MSS.  in  }»lsm.  Hist. 

2S4,  8SS I  Minot,  L  80.   The  totil  Soc  vol  i.  fol  30.    I^tten  lekting 

expenses  of  the  Canada  cxijedition  to  to  the  share  of  Connecticut  may  also 

the  oolonies  were  £224,741  12a.  bid.  be  seeD  in  ibid.  foln.  1,  3,  5t  18,  32. 

Of  this  wm  ManadiiuettB  vtetiwtd  The  Oomieedeut  troops  were  Mrmi^ 

£87,434  18s.  7d. ;  Connecticut  re-  ted  to  go  home  on  furlough  Oct olxsr 

ceived  £17,191        8id.;  N.  Hamp-  31,  1746;  but  half  pay  was  demaiidtHl 

shire  received  £21,446  10?.  lO^d.;  from  that  date  to  October  31,  1747, 

New  York  received  £.S4,098  l^s.  6d. ;  when  the  troops  of  the  colonies  were 

New  Jersey  rcceivi^l  £2,231   18s.  ordered  to  be  diamined.  Ibid.  fbUk 

4|d. }  and  rennsylvania,  Vii;g;iniai  and  18,  '60. 
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meroe  bam  ibe  intemiptioii  to  lier  trade.  Englidi  policrf ,  chap. 
howerer,  at  iliiB  time^  was  Utile  conoerned  with  oolomal  pros-  ^^[^ 
peritjr ;  and  Ibe  people  of  New  England,  on  this  as  on  other  1749. 

occasions,  were  made  sensible  that  tliey  were  merely  dependen- 
cies of  the  crown,  and  that  ihcir  iutcrejjts  were  to  be  .sacrificed 
at  the  caprice  of  the  dominant  powers,  however  pr^udicial  that 
aaoifloe  might  be.^ 

The  oondnot  of  the  Ungliah  goTemment  thronghont  the  war 
with  France  did  not^  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  seem  to 
justify  the  belief  that  it  acted  in  good  faith  towards  the  oolo* 
nies,  or  designed  to  render  efficient  aid  in  tlie  conquest  of 
Canada.  Nor  was  the  course  pursued  by  tlie  commanders  of 
English  vessels  of  war  such  as  to  inspire  confidence  in  their 
integrity  or  good  will.  For,  before  the  conolnsion  of  the  peace 
of  Aiz  la  GhapeUe^  a  tomnlt  oocorred  in  Boston,  equal  to,  if  ^^^y 
not  more  threatening  than,  any  which  had  preceded  it.  A 
number  of  sailors  having  deserted  from  the  squadron  at  Nan- 
taskct,  Comin  ul  le  Kuowles,  who  had  charge  of  the  same,  and 
who  had  been  active  at  Louisburg,  demanded  a  supply  equal 
to  those  he  had  lost ;  and,  sending  his  boats  to  the  town  early 
in  the  morning,  he  seised  the  seamen  of  the  Tessels  in  port^ 
and  swept  the  wharves,  impressing  some  ship  carpenters'  ap- 
prentioes  and  hiboring  landsmen.*  This  high-handed  outrage 
arouacd  the  indignation  of  the  }Xi0})le,  and  all  united  in  cou- 
deinninisr  it.  The  laboring  class,  especially,  who  were  the 
greatest  suiTurcrs,  were  enraged  beyond  measure;  and,  hastily 
arming  with  sticks  and  dabs,  they  gathered  in  crowds,  clamor- 
ing for  redress.  A  lienteoant  was  the  first  person  seized ;  bat 
he  was  released  on  the  assaraace  of  Mr.  Hntchinson,  the 
speaker  of  Ihe  House,  that  he  was  guiltless,  and  was  conducted 

*  Minot,  L  81 ;  1  M.  H.  CoU.  yu.  chase  of  the  last  general  peace  in  £u- 

eOL    **0f  tueh  Mtne^ence  to  the  rope." 

French  was  the  poRFf.-;!  !!  (»f  that  Im-  '  Impressment  had  lonj^  hccn  jime- 

portaut  key  to  tneir  Ameriom  settle-  tised  in  England*  thoug[h  not  enforced 

lnent^"  siyt  the  kkft  Authority,  "  that  by  law.  AddreM  to  mhahitiiiti  of 

temtitmiMiwM»iniwJtly,th»yir'  MMi.Bir,p.S. 


Digitized  by  Google 


160 


DISTUBBANOB  OGGABIONED  BT  THIS  ACT. 


CHAP,  to  a  place  of  safety.   Receinng  intelligence  that  semal  of  die 
oommaadeis  were  at  the  home  of  the  govemory  the  mob  imme- 
1747.  diately  repaired  thither.  The  house  was  sarroimded,  and  the 
adjacent  court  filled ;  bnt  no  act  of  violence  was  oonunittedf 

until  a  deputy  sheriflf  ])resumcd  to  interfere,  when  he  waa 
seized  and  «et  in  the  stocks.  Soldiers  had  been  ported  at  the 
bead  of  the  stairway,  with  loaded  carbines^  to  repel  an  assault ; 
and  it  was  probablj  owing  to  this  dreomstanoer  and  to  the 
persuasions  of  the  prudent^  that  no  more  decided  measares 
were  taken. 

By  dusk  several  thousand  peoi)]c  were  assembled  in  King 
Street.  V>elow  the  town  house,  where  the  General  Court  wag 
Bitting,  and  stonea  and  bricks  were  thrown  into  the  council 
chamber  ;  but  the  governor  ventured  into  the  kialcony  with 
several  of  his  friends,  and,  in  a  well-timed  speech,  expressed  his 
disapproval  of  the  conduct  of  the  commodore,  and  promised 
his  utmost  endeavors  for  the  discharge  of  those  who  had  been 
taken.  Other  gentlemen  likewise  addressed  the  croAvd  ;  but 
their  speeches  had  no  effect.  Even  Pep})errell.  "  with  all  his 
personal  popularity,  wa^  equally  unsuccessful  in  stilling  the 
tumult''^  The  multitude  clamored  for  the  airest  of  those 
who  had  committed  the  outrage,  and  insisted  upon  this  as  tiie 
only  security  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 

As  conciliatory  meaftures  were  fruitless,  it  was  deemed  e.\pc- 
dient  for  tlic  p^voruor  to  withdraw  to  lii.s  own  rcfrideuce.  But 
this  did  not  allay  the  excitement ;  and,  shortly  after,  a  report 
being  raised  that  a  barge  from  the  ships  had  touched  at  one 
of  the  wharves,  the  mob  flew  to  the  spot,  but  took,  by  mistake^ 
ft  boat  belonging  to  a  Scotch  ship^  which  they  drew  in  triumph 
through  the  streets  to  the  governor's  house,  and  pre])ai*ed  to 
burn  it.  A  con.-ideratiou  of  the  danger  of  tliis  jmiceediug, 
however,  prcyented  tlie  execution  of  the  design,  and  the  boai 
was  taken  to  a  safer  place  and  bui^ned. 

'  Jfmna,  life  of  PeppeneU,  172. 
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The  next  day,  the  mllituy  oompanies  of  the  n^ghborhood  chap. 
vera  orderad  to  be  masterad  under  arms^  and  a  watch  was  ^J^L. 
appointed  to  be  Icept  the  suooeeding  night  The  governor,  by  1747. 
this  time,  was  alarmed  for  his  own  safety ;  and,  leaving  the  ^^'^ 
town  piiviikiv,  he  withdrew  to  the  Castle,  notwitlistanding  the 
aaearance  of  a  umnber  of  gentlemen  that  they  would  stand  by 
him  in  the  maintenance  of  his  authority  and  the  restoration  of 
order.  On  reaching  the  Castle^  a  despatch  was  sent  to  Coat- 
modore  Enowles,  representing  the  confnsion  occasioned  by  the 
misoondnct  of  his  officers ;  hot  he  refused  all  terms  of  accom- 
modation until  the  officers  on  phore  were  relcaeed,  and  threat- 
ened to  bombard  the  town  in  case  they  were  not  liberated. 

For  three  days  the  General  Court  oontinaed  in  session  with-  Kot.  17 
oat  directly  interfering  in  the  a&ir  \  but  towards  noon  of  the 
latter  day,  some  of  the  members  of  the  House  reflecting  npon  Mov.m 
the  serious  oonseqnences  which  mi^ht  result  from  leaving  the 
governor  unsupported,  a  SCI  of  resolutions  was  prcs<MUed 
and  adopted,  expre5^?in£!:  a  determination  to  *' stand  by  and  sup- 
port, with  their  lives  and  estates,  his  excellency  the  governor 
and  the  oxecatlve  part  of  the  goTemment,  and  to  exert  them- 
teheB,  by  all  ways  and  means  possible,  in  redressing  such 
grieyanees  as  his  majesty's  subjects  have  been  and  are  nnder." 

With  the  ymssa<?e  of  tlicsc  resolves  the  excitement  abated ; 
and,  at  a  town  rneetinf;  hehl  in  the  afternoon,  tlie  "  tumultuous 
and  riotous  actd  of  such  us  had  insulted  Uio  govornor  and  the 
Other  branches  of  the  legislature''  were  condemned,  though 
deep  regret  was  expressed  at  the  ''great  injury  and  uisult 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  the  naval  officers/'  The  governor, 
not  knowing  what  course  the  affair  miffht  take,  had  in  the 
mean  tiiuc  issued  his  orders  to  the  colonels  of  tlie  regiments  of 
Cambridge,  Roxbury,  aod  Milton,  and  the  regiment  of  horse, 
to  be  ready  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning  to  such  rendezvous 
as  he  should  direct ;  but  the  next  day  he  was  agreeably  sur-  Not JO. 
prised  at  the  appearance  of  the  militia  of  Boston,  accompanied 
hy  many  who  had  never  before  borne  a  musket,  who  asoiued 

YOL.  n*  11 
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CHAP,  him  of  protection,  and  conducted  him  to  his  resideuce  with 
great  parade.  The  commodore^  upon  this*  liberalied  moat  of 
mr.  those  who  had  beea  impreBsed ;  and  the  flqnadron  took  its  de- 
parture, to  the  infinite  joy  and  relief  of  the  people.^ 
1748.  Another  measure,  adopted  in  Enj^land  soon  after  the  jx?ace 
of  Aix  la  Cha|)<  lie,  was  not  particularly  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple of  New  England.  This  was  the  revival  of  the  project  of 
Archbishop  Seeker  for  sending  episcopal  bishops  to  Amerkai 
which  was  fiiYored  hy  Sherlock,  the  new  Bishop  of  London, 
by  Bedford,  the  secretarj  of  state,  and  by  Hali&z,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  political  reason  assigned  for 
this  step  was,  that  several  nonjuring  clersr^'men,  in  the  interest 
of  the  Pretender,  had  emigrated  to  the  €4)lonies,  whose  influ- 
ence it  was  necessary  to  conntefact  and  destroy  ;  bat  the  pro- 
ject was  opposed  by  leading  persons  in  the  ministry,  and  was 
finally  laid  aside.  The  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
then  took  the  matter  up  ;  and,  conceiving  the  chief  obstruction 
to  arise  from  tlie  jealousy  of  ecclc*Haptical  juri^ction  in  the 
colonies,  they  labored  to  remove  lliis  difficulty  by  dodaring 
that  no  coerciye  power  was  intended  to  be  exercised  over  the 
laity  in  any  case ;  that  it  was  not  designed  the  bishops  shoold 
interfere  with  the  dignity  or  anthority  of  any  of  the  dvil 
oflleers ;  that  their  maintenance  was  not  to  be  charged  to  the 
people ;  and  that  no  bishops  were  to  bo  settknl  in  the  colonies 
where  the  p:overnment  was  in  the  hands  of  disseutei*s.  Hap- 
pily for  Massachusetts,  this  project,  though  generally  unpalata- 
ble, did  not  cause  special  alarm  to  her  citizens ;  and  the  dr* 
comstancee  of  the  province  were  such  that,  if  the  attempt  had 
been  made  to  foster  episcopacy  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a 
majority  of  the  laity,  it  would  have  been  instantly  resisted,  and 
Diu.-t  have  failed  to  succeed.  Yet  the  fact  that  such  a  measure 
was  devised,  and  enforced  in  the  colonies  less  refractory  than 
those  of  New  England,  proves  that  the  arbitrariness  of  the 

'  Mas&RecV;  Address  to  the  In-    Pnfn>;   Ilutchlnwn,  ii.  380,  390] 
hab.  of  Maw.  Bay,        by  Amicua   Chalmers,  Kerolt,  ii.  244-246. 
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motiier  ooimtiy  waa  daily  increaaingf  and  that  the  meaaores  of  chap. 
her  atateamen  aimed  not  to  enfinuMduae  her  Cia-Atlantic  aob- 
jec  ts,  but  to  reduce  ^em  to  a  etate  of  more  complete  vassalage.^  iris. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  mismanagement  of  England,  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  continued  to  prosper,  and  the  ener- 
gies of  her  people  it  was  impossible  to  repress.  Where  the 
apirit  of  freedom  inapirea  the  son],  obatadea  are  easily  sor- 
momited,  and  saocess  is  inaored.  The  advancement  of  the 
intereatB  of  MassachusettB,  daring  the<  ^fty-tar  years  which 
had  elapsed  from  its  erection  into  a  province,  if  not  equal  1692 

to 

in  every  respect  to  its  advancement  in  the  fifty  y^rs  which  1748. 
followed  the  coofederacy  of  1643,  was  certainly  as  great  as  im 
oonld  hkve  been  reaaonably  expected.    The  population,  at  UM. 


Ihia  time,  was  estimated  at  two  hmidred  thoosand  souls ;  and  174S^ 
Boston,  the  metropolia  of  the  province^  contained  not  fiur 
from  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.*  Sixty-eight  towns  had 

been  incorporated  in  the  different  counties,  swelling  the  num- 
ber, in  all,  including  those  of  the  "  old  colony,"  to  one  hundred 
nnd  forty — nearly  double  what  it  was  at  the  grant  of  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary.^  The  Talne  of  the  importa 
fhHn  Great  Britain  to  North  America,  for  the  ten  yeara  ending 
in  1748,  amonnted,  in  the  aggregate,  to  abont  se?en  and  a  half  lyas 

to 

iiiillioQB  sterling,  or  seven  hundred  and  hfty  thousand  pounds  1748. 

*  Ooidon's  Am.  Rev.  I  B5,  86 ;  Needhanif  Chatham,  Norton,  Abin^ 
Ifbwl,  L  196-138.  ton,  Pembroke,  Di^'hton,  I^xington, 

*  I>oiT^!n«  my*,  by  the  valuation  of  Weston,  Mi-'hvn  .  Oxford.  Chilmark, 
1742,  there  were  reported  16,382  Ixjioester,  >.()rtlititld,  Sunderknd, 
■ouli  m  Bottott.  Governor  Shute,  in  Hopkinton,  Littleton,  Sutton,  W&ft- 
1723.  estimated  the  population  of  b<)nnif,'h,  Bellingham,  I^u'li  id,  IIol- 
IkMtoa  at  18,000.  Chalmers,  Revolt*  liston,  Walpole,  Meihucii,  bumeham, 
n.  20.  Goremor  Shirley,  in  ooe  of  Eatton,  Kingston,  Stnu|^hton,  Hano- 
lut  letters  to  the  Board  ct  Trade,  ver,  Pronncctow-n,  Uxbrid^,  Shrew»- 
upenk';  of  Boston  as  a  "town  inhnhit-  burj',  Southborou^jh,  Midnlftnn.  I,u- 
ed  20,000  persooa."  Bancroft,  iv.  nenburg,  Westfurd,  Bwllord,  Wil- 
99.  Bumaby,  tVatcli^  133,  mvn  Boe-  mington,  Brimiield,  Riiyiiham,  Tonn- 
ton  Cf5nt.iuK(l  from  IS.OOO  to*20.n00  send,  Har\urd,  Dudltn  ,  Shi-frield, 
inhabitanta  in  llidf  and  3000  houses.  Hali£iX,  Tewksbiur),  Acton,  Berkeley, 

*  The  namet  of  tiiese  townt,  b  the  Grafton,  Upton,  Sturbriclge,  Wotthani, 
order  of  their  incorporation,  ware,  Bolton,  Ilardwick,  Wareham,  Stodt- 
ll  irwich.  Attleborough,  Framingham,  bri(l<;e.  Leominster,  Blmdford,  Hot 
Dmcut,  Brookline,  Plymptou,  Truro,  den,  Warren,  FeUiaiii,  Douglass. 
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CHAT,  per  amram — npwarda  of  three  millions  of  dollars  of  the  cm^ 
MG7  q£  the  United  Stata*^  This  sniii,  indeed,  is  not  modi 
im.  laiger  llian  the  Talne  of  the  importa  from  1715  to  ITlS ;  hot 
it  must  not  be  lienoe  inferred  that  the  eommeroe  of  liie  coontij 

was  decreasing.  The  statement  simply  indicates  that  the  ])eo> 
pie  were  depending  more  u|>on  their  own  resources,  and  that 
inter  colonial  exchange  was  taking  the  place,  in  a  meagure,  of 
the  trade  with  foreign  porta.  This  is  endent,  not  only  from 
tbe  actB  of  ParUamait  restricting  mannfiustmesi  bat  also  from 
tiie  statistics  of  that  period,  which  show  that  the  shipping  of 
llie  oolonj  had  largely  increased;*  that  the  trade  with  (he 
West  Indies  was  much  more  extensive  ;  and  that  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  those  interests  ii|>ou  -which,  after  all,  every 
people  must  principally  depend  for  support^  and  without  which 
no  nation  can  rapidly  progress. 

The  discipline  tiiroiigk  n^ich  the  people  had  passed  hsd 
been  painfhl,  and  such  as  they  would  probably  have  gladly 
avoided,  bad  it  be^  in  their  power.  But  it  was  exactly  the 
discipline  m  Lip  ted  to  their  circumstances,  and  exactly  the  disci- 
pline which  prepared  them  for  the  future.  They  had  learned 
•mnething  of  the  feelings  of  Qreat  Britain  towards  her  cokh 
mes,  and  were  able  to  comprehend  better  the  policy  of  her 
itatesmen.  Wise  men,  even  at  this  date^  foresaw  the  impeodr 
ing  straggle,  and  predicted  that  a  generation  wonld  not  pasB 
before  it  would  commence.^  The  military  training,  which  was 
to  fit  the  citizens  of  New  England  for  the  battles  of  the  rcTO- 
lution,  had  already  been  begun  ,  and  in  the  next  few  years  it 
was  surprisingly  advanced.  Even  the  taking  of  Looisboigt 

'  Mlnot,  L  162 ;  Hlldreth,  ii.  Frank-  same  time,"  40  topsail  vesseK  amount- 

lin,  Works,  iv.  37,  makes  the  value  of  ing  to  about  7(K)0  tons.    Douglas,  iL 

the  exporta  from  England  to  the  north-  18.  Oldmixon  states  that,  at  the  aame 

em  oolong  from  1744  to  174S,  tn>  date,  ''near  600  nil  of  ahips"  wen  li^ 

clwdve,  £3,486,261,  or  ahnnt  ^1'.  n  =n  Boston  "for  Euzope  and  the 

479,000 — an  average  of  $;i,O0O,O(H)  Briiish  plantations." 

per  annunu  '  Franklin's  Woriis,  and  the  Wii^ 

*  In  1741f  diera  wem  upon  Am  ingsof  John  AchnMtfte. 
elodui  IB  Bman,  <*it  oro  end  the 
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notwithstandkig  its  TMesnon,  had  some  influence  on  the  desti-  chap. 
niee  of  America ;  and  "the  same  old  drains''  that  beat  at  the 
capture  of  the  fortress  "rallied  the  troops  in  their  march  to  1748. 

Blinker's  Hill ;  and  the  same  Colonel  Gridley  who  planned 
Pepperrell's  batteries  marked  and  laiii  out  tlie  one  where  Gen- 
eral Warren  fell  j  and  when  Gage  was  erecting  breastworks 
across  Boston  Nock,  the  provincial  troops  snceringly  remarked 
that  his  mad  walls  were  nothing  compared  with  the  stone  walls 
of  old  Lomsbnrg."  ^  "B7  a  waj  that  je  know  not  I  will  lead 
ye,"  is  ever  Ood's  coarse  in  his  dealings  with  men.  And  it  is 
well  that  our  destinies  arc  always  in  his  hands  ;  for  such  is  our 
ignorance,  and  such  is  our  folly,  that  we  often  complain  most 
of  what  eventoally  proves  best  for  ua,  and  have  seldom  the 
sagacity  to  perceive  that  temporaiy  evils  generally  result  in 
permanent  good,  and  that  the  chastonings  which  we  experience 
at  his  hands,  while  they  are  rebukes  for  oar  misoondoot,  are  at 
the  same  time  ]>art.s  ui  the  great  scheme  which  accomplislies  the 
advancement  of  the  race — setting  up  one  nation,  and  humbling 
another. 

■  PanoDs's  Life  of  Pepferreli,  144  j  Everett's  OmtioDS,  366, 368. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  VII 


THB  FRENCH  WAB.  ITSS^m 

OHAP.    Tbb  rivalry  between  England  and  France  wt»  destined  to 

revolutiouizc  the  history  of  America.  Both  nations,  for  more 
than  a  century,  had  been  struggling  for  the  prize  of  supremacy 
on  these  shores ;  but  the  soperior  energy  of  the  Endish,  and 
the  habits  of  indnstry  pecoliar  to  the  settlers  of  New  England 
and  the  colonies  to  the  south,  had  augmented  their  strength 
and  increased  thMr  numbers  far  beyond  those  of  the  feeble  set- 
tlements to  the  north.  ITence,  while  the  phmtationB  on  the 
seaboard  contained  upwards  of  a  million  of  souls,  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  were 
peopled  by  less  than  a  hundred  thousand  persons,  who  owned 
France  as  their  native  land,  and  who  were  jealous  of  the  pros- 
peri  ty  and  the  advancement  of  their  neighbors.* 

'i'he  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapello  was  a  truce  ratlier  than  a 
league ;  and  the  very  vaj]nienes.s  of  its  terms  was  fruitful  in 
scattering  the  seeds  of  discord.  France,  on  the  one  IihtkI,  was 
reluctant  to  relinquish  a  foot  of  the  territory  which  had  been 
trod  by  her  missionaries  and  subjected  to  her  flag ;  England, 
on  the  other,  dreading  the  presence  of  France  and  the  influence 
of  the  Jesuits  upon  the  warlike  Indians,  was  anxious  to  restrict 
the  bounds  of  her  jurisdiction,  and  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  she  should  be  able  to  expel  the  French  from  aU  North 

*  Qtakners,  Bevolt,  iL  273,  27i{  terre  une  opulence  dont  il  sembb 

MuvbaH's  Wadiington,  i.  373 ;  Bnk>  qu*oii  ne  sait  poiut  propter,  et  duu  k 

crofti  iv.  127,  128;  Hiidreth,  il  447.  rTouvelle  Franoe  une  pauvnti  Mcbto 

Even  Charlevoix  could  say,  in  1721,  pu  un  air  d'aiMnoe*" 
T^gae  dam  k  NouTeile  Angle* 
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America,  supply  the  jfarthest  wigwam  from  her  workshops,  and  chap. 
asBome  absolute  away  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific*  France, 
without  donbt,  would  haye  as  readily  driTcn  the  EnglSfih  from  1748. 
the  continent,  had  it  been  in  her  power ;  bnt  sach  was  her  fee- 
bleness, and  such  was  tlie  paucity  of  her  poi)uhilion  iu  tiie  new 
world,  not\vith:itandiug  slie  had  for  as  many  ycai'd  hem  mis- 
tress of  parts  of  its  territory,  and  claimed  oilier  parts  by  the 
light  of  discoyery,  it  was  hopeless  to  look  for  this  result,  and 
she  oonld  only  exert  hereelf  to  fortify  the  stations  she  akeady 
held,  and  preyent  theur  being  wrested  from  her  by  the  prowess 
of  ber  rfyal.  Hence  a  drain  of  posts  was  proposed  to  be 
erwted,  couuecting  the  St  Lawrence  with  the  broad  Mi«sig- 
aippi.  This  policy  she  had  long  cherished  j  thia  policy  she  now 
began  seriously  to  enforce.^ 

Foreseeing  the  difficulties  which  must  spring  from  this 
source^  and  the  embarrassed  position  in  which  her  own  colo- 
nies would  be  placed,  England,  on  her  part,  was  equally  zeal- 
ous to  frustrate  the  plans  of  France ;  and  a  company  was 
formed,  consisting  chiefly  of  Virginians,  and  settlements  were 
projected  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  for  the  security  of  the  1749. 
territory  watered  by  that  stream,  and  to  resist  the  continued 
aggressions  of  her  riyal.^  Each  nation  was  alive  to  tiie  im- 
portance of  accomplishing  its  purpose ;  each  was  determined 
to  exert  itself  to  the  utmost  to  fortify  its  possession  of  the 
country  and  se<nire  itd  jurisdiction. 

By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapolle,  the  bouudi*  Art.IX. 
of  the  two  nations  were  to  be  as  before  tlie  war.    But  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  these  bounds  had  been  in 
dispute.  Hence  their  acyustment  was  a  matter  which  required 
immediate  attention ;  and  as  Governor  Shirley  had  returned  1749. 
to  England  to  urge  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  fort  near  Crown 

>  LettOB  to  Two  Great  Men,  13  j  Franklin's  Works,  iv.  336;  Marshall'* 

Bnn't  BiMoime  of  Jan.  1, 1755,  p.  Waahtngton,  1 375 1  Baaoraft,  It.  41, 

17  I  Marshall's  Washington,  i.  375.  42: 

*  ArcfagoL  Amarinana,  ii»  535-54 1 1 
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CHAP.  Poiut,  which  oommaDded  Lake  ChamplaiQ,  and  of  settling  aol 
fortifying  a  town  in  Nova  Scotia,  —  leaving  the  gOTOnuMst 

17M.  during  his  abeeoce  in  the  iiands  of  Spencer  Phipe^ — about  a 
year  after  his  arrival,  in  oonneclaon  with  William  If  ildmay,  he 
was  appointed  oommissioner  by  the  court  of  St.  Jamee  to  meet 
at  Paris  with  La  Gallisonierc  and  ^Silhouette  for  the  aajur<iiijciit 
of  UiQiHi  bounds.^  The  English  commissioner.'?,  however,  soon 
found  that  there  wius  verjr  little  hope  of  arriving  at  a  friendly 
anangenient,  for  the  more  they  advanced  in  thoir  offers  the 
more  the  French  claimed ;  fhtile  and  frivolous  olgeetions  were 
started ;  and,  as  collisions  had  taken  place  within  the  disputed 
territory,  after  nearly  two  years  had  been  spent  in  dictation, 
and  papers  had  accimiulated  sufficient  to  fill  two  thick  qum  to 
volumes  of  prutocoid,  the  conference  euded  ;  Mr.  Shii-ley  re- 

1753.  turned  to  JBngiaud,  and  soon  after  to  America,  bringing  with 

Aug.  6. 

him,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  a  new  wife,  the  daughter  of  his  iano* 
lord  in  Paris,  with  whose  channs  he  had  been  smitteii,  and 
whom  be  had  privately  married.* 

Ill  the  mean  time,  the  Briti.sli  <^overnineiit,  to  truard  the  com- 
merce and  fisheries  of  New  Eughin<l,  nud  to  ofTset  tlie  dis;id- 
vantages  of  the  restoration  of  Louisburg,  conceived  a  plan, 

1749.  approved  by  Comberland,  Pelham,  and  Fox,  for  the  settlement 
of  a  town  near  the  harbor  of  Chibncto,  which  was  called  Hal- 
ifax, in  honor  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  the  new  president  of  the 

Umj,  Board  of  Trade.  Early  in  the  spring,  a  fleet  was  sent  nnder 
Edwaj'd  Coriiwallis,  a  brotlicr  of  Lord  Curiiwullis,  to  conh 

June,  mence  this  settlement ;  and  at  the  opening  of  puminer  lie 
arrived  on  tlie  coast.^  The  whole  country  was  at  that  time 
an  anbroken  wilderness,  and  the  soil  was  oovered  with  a  dense 

^  Sumnxar}'  View  of  Facts,  &c.,  p.  Soc.  Coll. ;  Httna.  of  die  EngUsh  and 

S{  Pouchot's  Introd.  xxxmI  ;  I-cltcr  French  Commi'^'^i'MH'r!!  concerning  the 

to  Two  Great         16 ;  Bancrott,  iv.  Limita  of  No\a  6coua,  &c.,  ed.  1  <55} 

79.  HutchoiMni,  in.  16  { Chalmeffa,  RefolC, 

•  Bollan's  Letter  of  ApHl  2->,  1750,  il  260  ;  History  of  the  War,  7. 
in  MSS.  Letters  and  Paper*,  1721-      '  Hislor}'  of  the  War,  6;  Uahbtu^ 

1760,  fok  191,  192,  ia  Alasa.  Hist.  Urn's  N.  &  L  137 ;  Uoocioft,  iv.  45. 
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grovth  of  eveigreens, — the  sprooei  the  fir,  and  the  murmuiuig  chap. 
pine, — whose  spiry  tope  pieroed  the  donds,  and  vhose  apread-  ,J[^ 
iag  limbe,  bearded  with  mosB  which  hong  in  Ihick  feetoona  from  i76Ql 

the  pciidulous  branches,  shaded  the  ground  in  every  direction, 
givinu:  to  the  st'cnory  an  ju^pcct  of  gloom  to  which  tlie  emi- 
graut-',  removed  from  a  cultivated  district,  where  verdant 
lawns  stretched  &r  away,  bordered  with  the  graoeful  beech  or 
the  drooping  dm,  were  wholly  nnaocnstomed.  Nature  ap- 
peared to  them  in  her  wildest  form ;  and  the  snllen  roar  of  tiie 
waves,  as  Uiey  dashed  upon  the  rodc-bomid  coast,  was  less 
sweet  music  to  their  oara  than  the  chimes  of  the  bells  of  their 
native  village,  or  the  cawing  of  the  rooks  that  lodged  in  the 
groves. 

Uttdannted  by  the  prospect  before  tiiem,  dearings  were 
speedily  made ;  bmldiiigB  were  erected  with  materials  bronght 
from  New  England ;  and  before  winter  set  in  the  people  were 

comfortably  settled  ;  a  government  was  established  ;  and  pro- 
visions were  made  for  the  employment  of  all,  until  the  warmth 
of  the  spring  permitted  the  renewal  of  their  labors.  Thus 
sprang  into  being  the  first  town  of  English  origm  east  of  the 
Penobscot^ 

The  I>ench  were  not  idle  whfle  these  movements  were  pro* 
gresstng.   Indeed,  tiefore  the  arrival  of  Oomwallis,  they  had 

taken  possession  of  Chiegnecto,  now  Fort  Lawrence,  near  Chi- 
hucto,  and  erected  a  fort;  and  they  claimed  the  River  St. 
John,  and  all  Acadia  as  far  as  Penobscot.  Immediately  the 
Acadians,  who  were  of  French  descent^  and  who  for  fi>rty  years 
had  acknowledged  themaelTes  sabjeets  of  England,  dedaied  rno-m. 
tfaefr  revolt^  and  their  adherence  to  France ;  upon  whidi  Com- 
wallis  wrote  in  pressing  terras  to  Spencer  Phips,  to  invoke  aid  I749. 
from  Massachusetts  ;  but,  thouL^h  his  honor  reconunended  to 
tiie  General  Court  the  necessaiy  iiiea,sures  to  enable  him  to 
comply  with  this  request,  the  coort  declined  seconding  his 

»Hdibiirti»'tN.&i  136-142}  Bnaeraftyiv. 44^1  imr^^HM. 
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CHAP,  proposal?,  and  the  Englisii  commander  was  left  to  depend  on 

his  own  resources.* 
17'^  The  renowii  acquired  by  Governor  fSiirley  in  the  captare 
'  of  Looisbuig  awakened  in  hia  mind  an  earnest  desire  to  gather 
fresh  lanreb  on  the  same  field  of  action ;  and,  as  the  &iliire 
of  the  commission  for  the  adjustment  of  boundaries  seemed 
ominous  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  he  was  by  iio  means  reluc- 
tant to  hasten  on  a  war  which  presented  a  prospect  of  for- 
warding his  own  interests.  A  gentleman  of  great  political 
sagadtf,  and  of  inde&tigable  industry ;  the  eulogist  of  Cum- 
berknd,  of  Bedford,  and  of  EUdiikx ;  ardent,  intriguing,  and 
of  a  boundless  ambition ;  possessing  a  singular  capacity  for 
framing,  if  not  fur  executing,  stupendous  designs  ;  cautious  in 
his  niovenients ;  regular  in  his  habits;  and  fond  of  the  diaoi- 
pliuo  of  military  life, —  these  qualities,  joined  to  iiis  power  of 
imposing  upon  the  credulity  of  others  by  an  affectation  of 
superior  wisdom,  gave  him  great  influence  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Standing,  also,  foremost  on  the  list  of  colonels  in  the 
army  ;  regarded  with  confidence  by  the  Englisli  government  as 
well  us  by  liis  own  ;  and  luiving  paid  great  attention  to  the 
condition  of  all  the  colonies,  lie  expeeted,  in  ease  of  war.  to 
be  promoted  at  once  to  the  charge  of  a  regiment,  if  not  to  l>e 
made  a  general  officer.  Hence,  in  his  despatches  to  England, 
1749.  he  not  only  urged  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  desigiis  of  the 
French,  and  destroying  their  settlements  at  the  eastward,  but, 
in  his  speeches  at  home,  he  recommended  to  Massachusetts  to 
extend  her  settlements  into  such  parts  of  that  territory  a^;  were 
obviously  included  in  the  provincial  charter,  to  be  beforehand 
witli  her  rivals^  and  to  frustrate  their  schemes.^ 

The  possessions  of  the  French  at  the  eastward  were  much 
more  extensive  than  those  of  the  Eiuglish.  In  Acadia,  they 

*  Mam.  Archives;  Ilistor)'  of  the      '  HutduuKm,  iiL  Ifti  1  M .  H. 

War,  p.  7  ;  Hutchin.son,  iil  12,  13  ;  CoIL  m  68 j  CSia]lliAI%  BttVOlt,  & 

HaIiI)urton's  X.  S.  i. ;  Minol,  L  132,  m 
iiaucrott,  i?.  t)7-72. 
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bad  seized  upon  the  isthmoB  near  Bay  Yerte,  and  liad  built  a  chap. 
fort^  which  secured  the  peasage  to  Qaebec  without  going  upon 
the  ocean.  Skune  thirteen  miles  distant^  towards  Chl^ecto,  1740. 
they  had  a  block  house ;  and  three  miles  ^her  on  they  had 

a  large  and  ^-lioiig  fort,  mouDtiug  upward.^  uf  Lhirly  guns, 
witiim  half  a  mile  of  the  basin  of  Chiegnecto,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  Upon  the  St.  John's  they  had  also  built 
two  Ibrta  before  the  peace  of  Crtrecbt>  which  were  now  repaired 
and  strengthened;  and  there  was  a  rumor,  which  obtained 
credit,  though  unfounded,  that  they  had  begun  a  settlement 
upon  the  Kennebec,  which  secured  to  them  the  carrying  place 
from  that  river  to  the  Chau(liei*e.  The  garrisons  at  these  sta- 
tions were  not,  indeed,  large;  nor  were  any  of  the  forts  of 
sufficient  strength  to  withstand  a  long  si^ge.  But  the  indomi- 
table actiTity  of  the  French,  and  their  influence  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  whose  passbns  thqr  could  easily  inflame,  and  whose  war 
dueft  they  could  readily  induce  to  grasp  again  the  tomahawk, 
uiadii  them  a  ibrmidable  foe  ;  and  the  facilities  of  communica- 
tion from  one  point  to  another  enabled  them  to  concentrate 
their  forces  wherever  an  attack  was  threatened  with  great 
eipeditioiL  For  these  reasons,  the  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  dislodging  them  from  the  country  were  much  greater 
than  they  would  have  been  had  the  English  been  well  fortified 
m  the  parts  which  they  oocnpied,  and  had  they  paid  equal 
attentiou  to  the  formation  of  a  chain  of  posts,  not  dibtautly 
separated  from  each  otlier,  and  easily  accotisible.^ 

Nor  was  it  at  ^e  east  alone  that  clouds  were  gathering.  It 
was  well  known  that,  for  years  past,  the  French  had  been 
active  at  the  west  and  at  the  south.  Before  the  war  of  1744^ 
they  had  thrown  up  fortifications  upon  the  back  of  Yirginia, 
Peoosylyama,  and  New  York,  as  well  as  near  the  crest  of  the 

•  MS.  Heiwrt,  s.  d.,  In  MS,  Lot-  relatinf?  tn  Tape  Breton,  Xrc,  by  an 
ters  aud  Pauens  1721-1700,  m  Mtuss.  iuipiirtlii  1- reacUiuuii,  Loud.  1760, 
Hilt.  Soc;  d(iDL  {  Letten  tnd  Menu.  p.  2M ;  HutchmMO,  iiL  ISl 
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CHAP.  Green  Mountains,  in  Vermont ;  and,  stretchiiij^  from  theee 
points  across  the  ooantry  by  the  way  of  Detroit  to  tlie  banks 

1749.  of  the  lUinois,  and  down  the  Miaasnppi  to  the  Gnlf  of  Mex- 
ico, they  had  sent  out  exploring  parties,  and  eetabliebed  mOh 
tary  poets  and  magazines  of  stores,  so  that  the  finontlers  of  the 
English  were  surrounded  witli  their  intrcuclimcnts,  designed  as 
a  bulwark  airaiii^t  Britisli  ambition.* 

1764.  Sucli  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  opening  of  the  year 
1754.  The  progress  of  the  English  colonies  had  been  so  rapid, 
and  their  growth  so  nnparalleled  in  the  annals  of  histoty, 
that  America  was  beginning  to  attract  a  degree  of  attention 
which  had  not  been  heretofore  bestowed  upon  her  territoiy ; 
and,  as  the  iniportuuce  of  the  settlements,  in  both  a  military 
and  a  commercial  point  of  view,  could  not  but  be  evident  to 
every  one  who  considered  their  position,  the  difficnlties  with 
France,  which  were  npon  the  eve  of  conTuIsing  the  oonntry  to 
its  centre^  to  the  eye  of  the  philosopher  opened,  in  the  fntnre,  a 
prospect  of  sorpessing  interest,  and  promised  results  whose 
importance  was  not  circuinsscribed  by  the  narrow  limits  of  one 
g(Mioration,  but  whirli  liave  reached  onwards  to  our  own  day, 
and  which  will  continue  to  be  felt  so  long  as  free  institutions 
shall  be  supported  in  this  land. 

The  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  colonies  of  France 
and  of  England  is  worthy  of  notice.  All  the  poesessions  of 
France  in  America  were  united  nnder  one  governor,  whose 
power  was  nearly  as  absolute  ns  the  power  of  the  king.  The 
goniiK"?  of  tlie  iK'ople  and  of  the  government  was  inib'tury  :  and 
the  blighting  influence  of  feudal  organization  extended  over 
the  whole  coontry.  The  priest,  the  soldier,  and  the  noble 
ruled  in  Canada ;  the  kabitans  were  In  a  state  of  abject  servi- 
todo.  The  hardy  etmmars  des  fto»,  who  roamed  over  the 
delightful  regions  extending  from  the  great  lakes  to  the  banks 

*  Letters  and  Mema.  relating  to  17 1  Hutchinson,  Si.  19 ;  Mloot,  L 
Ghpe  Breton,  29^ ;  Bun's  Diaooune,   181 1  N.  Am.  Bev.  fat  July,  1839. 
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of  ihe  Fatiier  of  Waters,  eijojed,  indeed,  a  degree  of  iade>  qbap. 
peadenoe  during  their  wanderings ;  but  at  home,  in  the  winter 
season,  when  oonfined  to  their  wigwams,  thef  were  scarcely  the  ith. 
seme  heiDgs,  bot  submitted  with  listlessness  to  the  sway  of  the 

pricdthood.  The  ladians  were  the  natural  allies  oi  the  French. 
Living  witli  thera  on  terms  of  familiar  intercoui-se,  speaking 
their  language,  adopted  into  their  tribes,  and  cohabiting  with 
their  sqnawa,  the  lower  order  of  the  white  popnlation  of  Canada 
became  deeply  enamoured  of  the  charms  of  a  forest  life ;  and 
by  this  means  a  connecting  link  was  formed  between  the  races, 
of  which  the  Jesuits  availed  themselves  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
of  union,  and  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  those  whose  modes 
of  warfare,  secret  and  cunning,  rendered  them  dangerous  as 
foes,  but  valuable  as  allies,  and  serviceable  in  forwarding  their 
■drames  of  aggrandizement.' 

The  British  colonies,  on  the  other  hand,  were  scattered  over 
a  wide  extent  of  territory,  and  were  divided  into  distinct  and 
independent  governments.  Unaccustomed  to  act  in  concert, 
save  where  a  mutual  confederacy  or  a  particular  exigency 
joined  together  a  few  neiglibors,  each  had  its  own  ends  to 
serve  and  its  own  interests  to  advance.  They  were  more 
nearly  agreed  m  their  jealoosy  of  English  encroadiment, 
though  all  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  unitedly 
repudiated  the  charge  of  disloyalty.  In  different  parts  of  the 
country  dii^similar  languages  were  spoken,  indicative  of  tlie 
various  origin  of  the  emigrants.  From  Germany,  from  Swe- 
deo,  and  from  Holland,  as  well  as  from  England,  had  come 
those  who  settled  the  r^ons  bordering  npon  the  Atlantic ; 
and  they  brought  with  them  to  these  shores  the  manners  and 
cnstoms  of  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  the  opinions  and  preju- 
dices to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.  They  harmonized 
chiefly  in  one  purpose  —  of  possessing  and  subduing  the  fair 
fields  before  them,  and  of  wresting  from  the  soil  by  diligent 


>  Minot,  L  m,  17& 
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CHAP,  labor,  and  from  the  ocean  by  an  extended  couunercc,  the  means 
^JJ^  of  BubsiBteiioe  for  themselTes  and  their  familiee.  Their  inter- 
17M.  course  with  the  Indians  was  less  cordial  than  that  of  the 
Frendi.  There  were  few  points  of  affinity  between  fliem,  and 

they  had  few  interests  in  common.  In  rare  cases  they  lired 
in  proximity  without  collision  ;  but  nearly  every  where  their 
paths  were  diflferent,  and  the  red  man  had  little  sympathy  with 
the  pale  face,  who  was  driving  him  back  from  his  accustomed 
haunts  to  a  new  home  in  the  pathless  forests  of  the  distant 
west.* 

A  war  between  England  and  France  seemed  inevitable. 

17^  Hostilities,  indeed,  had  already  commenced  at  the  south;  and 
tlie  Enirlish  trader's  among  the  Twig-tww»,  near  the  Miami, 
whom  Gist  had  recently  Tisited,  being  accused  of  invading  the 
territory  of  the  French,  they  were  sdzed  as  prisoner?  and  taken 
to  Presqulsle,  where  a  strong  fort  was  building.^    In  the 

J^l^  following  year,  a  letter  was  sent  by  Governor  Dinwiddie,  of 
'  Virginia,  to  St  Pierre,  the  oommandor  of  the  Frendi  fbroes  on 
the  Ohio,  requiring  hiiji  to  withdraw  from  the  dominions  of 

Dec.  15.  England  ;  and  uj>on  hi?  refusal  to  comply,  in>;tant  complaint 
WJ.  was  made  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  body  of  troops, 
three  hundred  in  number,'  was  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the 
protection  of  the  fW>ntiers.  In  this  expedition  George  Wash- 
ington, then  just  twenty*two,  commenced  his  militazj  career; 
and  the  yonthfhl  Tirginian,  whose  days  had  been  spent  in  the 
peaceful  pursuit  of  a  surveyor  of  lands,  promptly  responded  to 
the  call  of  his  country,  and  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  troops  raised  for  the  public  defence.    Little  did  he 

^  Mlnot,  L  178,  179.  Mnjnr  Washington,  who  was  to  cotn- 

■  Olden  Times,  u.  9,  10;  Pkun  muucl  the  whole.    Afterwards  100 

Fact><,  42;  Rnm%iT*B  Am.  Mew  30;  more  wore  raiwdf  and  tiie  coratnand 

Sjnrks'x    Franklin,    iv.    71,    330;  of  the  whole  xt-a"  f»iven  to  Colonel 

bparks's  Waiihington  j  X.  Am.  Rev.  Joshua  Fry  j  and  Washinston  was  ao* 

tbr  July,  1839;  Hrkmon's  Conspiracy  pdnted  Keutenant  eolond.  and  mum 

of  ]*ntill  M',  m7.  socoiuI  ill  oonimand.  Sparlvs's  W:i«h- 

Two  compxnies  of  100  men  each  ington,  ii.  1-4,  notes ;  Hargeat's  Brad- 

trere  fitfit  ordered  to  be  raised,  the  deck's  Expedition,  40. 
one  by  Oaptain  Trapt  and  the  othtf  1^ 
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foresee  the  oonseqnenoeB  which  were  to  result  from  this  moye-  chap. 
ment ;  little  did  Mb  asaooiateB  dream  of  the  honors  which  ^J^^ 
awaited  him  in  the  fiitare.  Tbm  was  the  seed  sown ;  the  har-  17M. 

vest  was  not  far  distant.* 

It  was  late  in  the  spring,  when  the  wild  flowers  covered  the  May  1. 
sides  of  the  Alleghanies  and  the  birds  were  chanting  their 
merriest  f^ongs,  that  the  little  army,  led  by  the  gallant  officer 
who  had  already  won  golden  opinions  by  his  bravery  and 
merit,  took  op  its  line  of  inarch  towards  the  head  quarters  of 
fhe  enemy.  At  the  end  of  four  weeks  a  skirmish  occurred,  in  lUjn, 
which  teu  of  tlic  French,  under  Jumonville,  were  killed,  and 
twenty-one  made  prisoners.®  While  waiting*  for  reenforco- 
ments,  the  victors  intrenched  themselves  at  the  Great  Meadows, 
and  gaye  to  their  stronghold  the  name  of  Fort  Necessity. 
Soon  an  alarm  was  spread  that  several  hundred  French  and  JnijL 
Indians  were  advancing  from  the  Ohio,'  and  two  days  after  an  July  s. 
engagement  ensued.  The  English  were  but  a  handful  com* 
pared  to  tlieir  assailants  ;  but  when  was  ever  true  courage 
kuu^vfi  lo  slirink  from  oven  a  superior  force?  The  action 
lasted  nine  hours,  during  which  nearly  two  hundred  of  the 
French  and  their  allies  were  slain.  The  situation  of  Washings 
ton  was  perilous;  and,  hemmed  in  on  every  side,  he  found 
himself  oompdled  to  yidd,  and  to  submit  to  the  terms  which 
were  harshly  imposed  and  shamefully  broken.  Thus  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  reiuaiued  in  the  possession  of  the  French  ;  forts 
were  built  to  secure  theu'  advantage  ;  the  Indians  were  con- 
firmed in  their  defection  from  the  English ;  and  the  frontiers 
were  again  exposed  to  their  ravages.^ 

»  PLiin  Facts,  45,  46;  Ram^iy's  '  Sargent,  Hist.  Bratldrrk's  T^sf,ed. 

Am.  itev.  37 ;  Chalmers,  iievoli,  ii.  49,  50,  says  this  intelligencv'  wa.H  re- 

294-267;  1  M.  H.  ColL  m  70-76|  cdred  June  29,  wfaOe  WadibgtoD 

GordoirH  Am.  Rev.  L  88 ;  Siiark-s's  was  at  Gist's  plantation ;  and  Jul)'  1, 

Washington,  tL  1,431,446;  Spark8*8  troops  returned  to  the  Omt 

Franklin,  iil  251-263 ;  X.  Am.  Ilev.  Meadows. 

fcr  Julv,  1839  {  Locd  Mafaoo'e  Hiat  *  Pouchot'g  Mcms.  I.  14-17 ;  Hist 

Eng.  L  307,  note.  of  the  War,  18,  19;  1  M.  H.  CoIL  vi« 

'On  this  at&iir,  see  Sparks's  Wash-  138-144,  aud  viL  73,  74 ;  Chahners, 

iogtoQ,  ik  26^  Ac.  Itndti  il  268k  268)  Mitkot^L  184| 
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A  PROVINCIAL  CONGE£Si)  CALLED. 


R<j|)rcseHtatiou8  had  by  tliis  time  been  made  to  the  English 
goverameiit  of  the  necessity  of  union  in  the  colonies  to  raoat 
17^3.  the  aggrearioDB  of  the  French ;  *  and,  approYUig  the  plan,  a 
^  »nd  "  grand  congress  of  commisBaries,''  or  delates  from  the  met* 
^^ij^'  oral  pnmnoes,  ires  appointed  to  be  held  at  Albany,  as  well  to 
treat  with  the  Six  Nations,  whose  alliance  it  was  important  to 
secure,-  as  to  concert  a  sciieaie  for  a  general  union  of  the  Brit- 
ish colonies.    Already,  by  the  statesmen  of  America,^  had  sim- 
ilar proposals  been  made ;  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  Pro- 
metheus of  modem  times,'*^  a  native  of  Boston,  bnt  a  resident 
of  Philadelphia ;  like  Washington,  distinguished  for  his  per* 
sonal  merit,  and,  like  Washington,  imbued  with  a  glowing 
devotion  to  liberty  ;  ingenious,  persevering,  and  profoundly 
Bacracious  ;  wliosp  attainmonts  in  natural  science  had  attracted 
the  attention  of  tlie  philosophers  of  the  old  world,  and  whose 
brilliant  speculations  in  political  science  were  destined  to  be 
equallj  conspienoos ;  inspired  by  the  genius  of  advaDcing  cit- 
ilixation,  had  wrought  out  in  his  own  mind  problems  of  sublime 
interest  for  his  country  and  the  world,  and  was  busied  in 
sketching  the  outlines  of  a  confederacy  which  should  nnito  the 
whole  American  people  upon  the  broad  basis  of  coniinon  inior- 
1762.  ests  and  a  mutual  dependence.    '*  A  voluutary  union,''  said  he, 
entered  into  by  the  colonies  themselves,  would  be  preferable 
to  one  imposed  by  Parliament ;  for  it  would  be,  perhaps,  nd 
much  more  difficult  to  procure,  and  more  easy  to  alter  and 

fipBikt't  Waihington,  H  474  «t  leq. }  ■  Thu  project  wn  ttartod  m  17501 

Bancroft,  iv.  116-121;  rorispincy  of  Baruroft,  iv.  1'). 

PonUac,  88,  89;  VVarburton's  Con-  *  Johnron,  in  l)oc  HiaL  N.  Y.  ti. 

qoent  c^f  C^da,  ii  7-10;  Sargent's  672;  letter  erf  lieutenant  OoTi»mar 

isroddock's  Expedition, 49-55.  "This  JJe  I^cov,  in  Trumbull  MSS.  i.  79; 

akirmish,"  sap  I-nrd    M  ihnn,  "  of  Shirley's  J>j)wh  of  Ajiril  2.  m  Bmtoo 

small  importance,  perhaps  iu  ItseU,  Weekly  News  Ijcller  lor  April  25. 

vran  yet  amonjE^  the  nrincij)al  causes  of  '  Pcnn  liad  concerted  a  pUn  for  the 

the  v\ar.    It  Is  tio  less  incinorable  as  union  of  the  colonics  as  early  as  169IL 

the  first  appeanmce  in  the  yagea  of  N.  Y.  CoUm.  Uoc'ts  \v.  296t  297. 

hiatory  of  one  of  their  briffhteat  omar  *  Xant's  Workn,  quoted  in  1 

ments  —  of  tint  ^rei\t  anuj^ood  man,  cnll,  IT.  260. 
Oonrnil  WaRhinffton."  iliaL 
iaiid,  i.  294,  Appleton's  ed. 
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improve,  aa  drcomstances  should  require  and  e^>erienoe  di*  chap. 

Happfly  for  America,  these  TiewSp  which,  had  fhey  been  rm. 
uttered  a  half  century  before,  would  have  been  leoeiTed  with 

distrust,  as  leaning  towards  independence,  were  forced  upon 
the  notice  of  the  statesmcu  of  Enirliind  l>v  the  condition  of  the 
colonies  and  the  encroachments  of  Fnuice.  Hence  the  prop- 
osition for  a  congress  at  Albany,  acceptable  as  it  was  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlaatic,  if  it  originated  here,  was  ihTored  by  the 
mother  country  and  sanctioned  by  her  authority.* 

After  some  delay  this  congroBS  met.  Delegates  from  seven  Jum  is 
provinces  were  present  ;^  and  messenger^  hud  been  sent  to  the 
Indian  ca.sile??  to  r(*(iuest  their  attcndaiK-e.  but  few  of  them 
arrived  until  tlio  last  of  tlie  month.  The  members  of  this 
assembly,  both  for  abilities  and  fortune,  were  among  the  most 
considerable  men  in  America ;  and  never  had  there  been  con* 
▼ened  in  New  York  a  more  eminent  body.*  The  first  day  was 
ppont  in  organizing  the  convention  and  settling  the  prelimina- 
ries, after  which  bii.-inefss  was  proraptly  despatelied.  The 
negotiations  with  the  Indians  were  made  at  intervals,  and  the 
<*  chain  of  Mendsbip''  was  thoroughly  brightened.  But  the 
qoestion  of  a  union  of  the  colonies  was  the  alMmportant  theme ; 
and  on  Monday  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  one  from  each  Jvn.H, 
province,  to  "prepare  and  receive  plans  or  schemes  for  the 
union  of  the  colonies,  and  to  digest  Uieni  into  one  general  pluu 

'  Anon.  I,ott.      lu  Pliiladelphia,  kins  and  Howard;  from  Mauyiand, 

attrilmted  to  Fnitiklin;  imd  Clark's  Dutker  tud  BaniM  (  and  from  Pknn> 

Lett  in  1  M.  U,  Coll.  iv.  74,  Camp.  STLvania,  Penn,  Petm,  Xom's  and 

also  Bancrott,  iv.  75,  91.  Franklin.  See  Johnson,  in  Doc.  llist 

•  HutbhtMQO,  vL  20i  Doe.  Hist  K.  Y.i  A58,6M;  and  1  M.U.C0IL 

K  Y.  ii.  545.  vil.  76.  203.    The  cAnnu-^  to  the 

'  The  (IrlffTpites!  from  Nkw  York  soutli  of  the  Potomac  were  not  repx^ 

were  l>c  Line*  y,  Murmy,  Johnson,  sented. 

frhamhti-  aiul  Sniitli ;  frotn  Ma^-      *  It  wafl  compared,  at  the  tiiBe»  by 

CTTT  -^iTr-,  "\\'rlli -,  Chai)(lK'r,  Hutch-  a  spirited  writrr,  to  "  one  of  the  an- 

inM>n,  i'artndge,  and  Worthington ;  cieut  Greek  conventions  lor  f^upportr 

from  New  HAXPSRIKB,  Atbrnon,  ing  their  expiring  liberty  ngninRt  the 

AVil)In!.  Weare,  and  Shcrhunit' ;  from  power  of  t^e  Persian  enipire,**  &c. 

CoNNKCTicuT,  Pitkins,  ^^'olcott,  and  1  M.  H.  Coll.  viu  77.   Comp.  alao 

WilliamB ;  from  Kdooe  Island,  Hop-  Uutchinaon,  iii.  20. 

VOL.  II.  12 
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CUAF.  for  the  inspection  of  this  liuard."*  The  members  of  this  coin- 
mittee  present  to  ua  names  diatinguisbed  in.  the  annals  of  our 
1754.  ooontry.  Tbey  were  Thomas  HatxshinBoii,  of  MasBaduiaetta, 
ifterwBrds  governor  of  the  (hotukso^  a  man  o€  Gideiidid  abOi* 
tiesr  hat  loving  money  and  office ;  Theodore  Atkineon,  of  Nev 
Hampshire,  chief  justice  of  that  province,  conspicuous  for  his 
virtues,  and  of  unassuming  modesty  ;  Wilh'am  Pitkin,  of  Con- 
necticut, afterwards  governor  of  the  colony,  active,  persevering, 
and  of  ezo^ent  abilities ;  Stephen  Hopkins,  of  Bhode  Island, 
governor  of  fhat  proymoe  for  nine  yean,  and  a  signer  of  the 
memorable  Bedaiation  of  Bidependence ;  Beigamin  FnunUin, 
of  PennsylTanla,  also  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepeed* 
enee  ;  Benjamin  Tasker,  of  Maryland  ;  and  William  Smith,  of 
New  York,  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  afterwards  a  member  of  his 
majesty's  Council  and  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  B^ich. 
Franklin  was,  witiiont  doubt,  the  master  spirit  of  the  commit- 
tee ;  and,  as  the  movement  was  one  in  which  he  was  deeply 
interested,  he  had  brought  with  him  the  "heads*'  of  a  plan 
which  he  had  personally  "  projected."* 

Jun.28.  On  the  28th,  "  hints  of  a  scheme"  of  nnion  were  presented, 
of  which  copies  were  taken  by  the  commissioners  of  the  res{)eo- 
tive  provinces.  These  "  hints were  debated  with  wngular 
eloqnence  for  several  days,  in  speeches  which  were  at  once 
'*  both  nervoQS  and  pathetic ; "  but,  after  nearly  a  fortnight  had 

Juij  10.  passed,  no  decbion  was  reached.  At  that  date  "  Ifr.  Franklin 
reported  the  draught  in  a  new  form,"  which  was  "  ixwd  para- 
graph by  paragraph  and  debated,  and  the  further  consideration 
of  it  deferred  to  the  afternoon,'^  when  it  was  adopted.^  By  its 
terms,  the  general  government  was  to  be  administered  by  a 
president,  ^pointed  and  supported  by  the  crown,  and  a  council, 
chosen  by  the  representatives  of  the  several  colonies.  This 
council  was  to  consist  of  forty-eight  members ;  of  which  Mas- 

'  Johnson,  in  Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  iL      '  Johnson,  in  Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  iL 
M4.  670^  671,  580,  591,  605»  611-615| 

•  HntduDMiD,  ifi.  2L  lliaOolLm77. 
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AMlraaiBtts  wbA  ViiginiAirere  eadi  to  cboofle  smn^New  Hamp-  ohap. 

md  Bhode  Idaiid  two  mh,  Ooimeelieitt  flTe,  New  York, 
Maryland,  Nortlk'  Carolina^  and  Sooth  Carolina  four  each;  New  itim. 

Jersey  three,  and  Pennsylvania  six.  A  new  election  of  mem- 
ber?  was  to  be  made  trienniallv  ;  and  on  the  deatli  or  rfy-^icna- 
tion  of  any  member,  his  place  was  to  be  supplied  at  the  next 
rittrag  of  the  colony  he  represented.  After  the  first  three 
yeara^  the  quota  of  each  provmoe  was  to  be  detenumed  by  the 
proportion  it  paid  into  fte  ge&end  treasury ;  thoogh  no  prov- 
ince was  to  be  entitled  to  more  than  seven,  or  lees  than  two, 
councillors.  This  council  was  empowered  to  cIkm^bc  its  own 
speaker,  but  could  neitlier  be  dissolved  nor  prorogued,  nor  could 
it  oontinne  in  session  longer  than  six  weeks  at  one  time  withr 
oQt  the  oonsent  of  its  members  or  the  special  command  of  the 
orown.  The  assent  of  the  president  was  reqnfared  to  all  acts 
of  the  eonneil  to  give  to  them  validity ;  and  it  was  his  doty  to 
cause  such  acts  to  be  executed.  With  the  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil he  could  likewise  hold  treaties  with  the  Indians,  regulate 
trade,  make  peace  or  declare  war,  purchase  their  lands  for  the 
crown  if  not  within  the  limits  of  parttcalar  provinces,  settle 
such  pnrebaaes,  and  make  laws  ibr  their  government  nntll  the 
crown  shoold  ftmn  them  into  distinct  governments*  T%e  connr 
cil  was  further  authorized  to  raise  and  pay  soldiers,  build  forts 
for  public  defence,  equip  vcshcIh  to  guard  the  coast  nnd  pro- 
tect the  trade  on  the  ocean  and  lakes,  and  levy  such  duties  as 
were  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  accruing ;  bat  no  men 
were  to  be  impressed  in  any  colony  without  the  consent  of  its 
legislature.  A  quorum  of  the  council  was  to  consist  of  twenty- 
five  members,  among  whom  there  was  to  be  one  or  more  from 
a  majority  of  the  colonics  ;  and  the  laws  made  by  that  body 
were  not  to  be  rej)uguuut,  but  *'  as  near  as  may  be  asrecable," 
to  the  laws  of  England,  and  were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  king 
for  approval  as  soon  as  practicable.  If  not  disapproved  within 
iliree  yean^  they  were  to  remain  in  force.  All  military  ofil- 
em  were  to  be  nominated  by  the  president,  and  approved  by 
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CHAP,  tlie  council  before  receiving  their  commissions ;  ''and  all  cinl 
^J^^  officers  were  to  he  nominated  by  the  coandl,  and  approved  bj 
17M.  the  president.  The  firet  meeliog  of  the  gownment  wae  to  be 
held  at  Phfladdphia,  and  was  to  be  called  by  the  prerideat  m 
soon  as  conTenient  after  his  appointment.* 

Such  was  the  confederacy  of  1754,  framed  ,  in  July,  just 
twenty-two  yciirs  before  the  Declaration  of  Ameri<mn  Inde- 
peadenoe,  aod  assented  to  bj  two  persons,  at  least,  whose 
names  are  afiBbLed  to  that  meniorable  instmment  Theoonsti- 
tatum,  aa  will  be  seen,  was  a  oompromlBe  between  the  preroga- 
ttve  and  popular  power.  It  was  hj  no  means  easy,  in  its 
arrangement,  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  both  the  crown  and 
the  colonic.  The  jealousy  of  the  latter  was  as  great  as  that 
of  the  former;  and  concessious  leaniu^'^  eitlRT  way  would  have 
been  instantly  rejected.  It  is,  therefore,  a  high  tribute  to  the 
wisdom  of  EranUin  that  the  plan,  which  he  had  the  principal 
hand  in  framing,"  was  serioueAy  opposed  bj  no  one  on  the  roj' 
alist  side  but  De  Lanoej,  of  New  York,  and  that  it  was 
approved  at  the  time  by  every  member  of  the  congress  but 
him.* 

As  the  conmiiBsioners  from  the  several  governments  were 
desired  to  lay  the  foregoing  plan  before  their  constituents,  and 
as  copiea  of  the  ssme  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
cidef  magistrates  of  the  nnrepresented  colonies,  there  was 
nothing  binding  in  the  action  of  the  congress  nntQ  confirmed 
by  the  assemblies.  Before  these  the  matter  was  brought ;  but, 
when  the  reports  were  made  by  the  several  delegat^^,  not  one 
was  inclined  to  part  with  so  great  a  share  of  power  as  was  to 
be  given  to  the  general  government  In  England  the  phui  met 
with  a  rimilar  fhte.  It  was  transmitted,  with  the  other  pro- 
ceeding? of  the  conTcntion,  to  be  laid  before  the  king ;  bnt  the 

>  Trumbull  MSS.  L  93,  94  ;  John-   Tolt,  ii.  271,  272}  1  If.  H.  CbD.  vfi. 

•on,  m  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  u.  6 1 2-6 15 ;  203-207. 

Minot,  L  188-198}  Trumbull's  Con-  '  For  the  alleged  cause  of  De  Ian- 
neelioiitiii.  641-044}  Ghihiiem»  He-  cey  s  oppodttoo,  we  1 K.  U.  OoU.  viL 

77. 
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Board  of  Trade,  on  reorinng  the  mhiates,  were  astoniBhed  at  the  chap. 
character  of  the  draught ;  and  reflectiiig  men  in  the  old  world 
''dreaded  American  nnton  as  the  keystone  of  rodependence."^  1784. 

A  few  months  later,  a  private  correspondence  was  carried  Dec. 
on  between  Governor  Shirley,  of  Massachusetts,  nm]  Benjamin 
Franklin,  who  had  receutly  arrived  in  Boston  on  a  visit  to  the  Oct. 
home  of  his  childhood,  relatiYe  to  the  plan  of  a  anion  of  (he 
colonies.*  Qownor  Shirley  was  in  &Tor  of  an  assembly  to 
oonnst  of  all  the  governors  and  a  certain  nnmber  of  the  Comi- 
oil  of  the  colonies,  with  power  to  agree  upon  measures  of 
defence,  and  to  draw  ujMjn  England  for  money  necessary  to 
execute  these  meai^ures*,  to  be  reimbursed  by  a  tax  levied  by 
Parliament.  To  this  scheme  Franklin  objected  in  several 
ingenious  letters*  which  were  afterwards  published;'  and, 
withoat  opposing  a  more  intimate  anion  with  Great  Britain  by 
fepresentatiTes  in  Parliament,  provided  a  ressonable  number 
was  allowed,  he,  at  the  same  time,  urged  a  repeal  of  the  acts 
restraining  the  trade  and  mannlUrtiircs  of  the  colonics,  as  unjust 
and  impolitic  It  was  of  no  more  importance,  iu  his  estima- 
tion, to  the  general  state,  "  whether  a  merchant,  a  smith,  or  a 
hatter  grew  rich  in  Old  or  in  New  England/'  than  ''whether 
an  iron  mann&ctorer  lived  at  Birmingham  or  Sheffield/'  If 
in  boft  cases  they  were  sabjects  of  tiie  king,  whatever  lib> 
ei'ties  tlie  latter  enjoyed  sliould  be  enjoyed  also  by  the  former.* 

Early  in  this  vear  the  attention  of  the  General  Court  was  17^ 

Mir  W 

called  by  (Governor  Sliirley  to  the  eucroachmenta  of  the  French 
within  the  limits  of  Massachnaetta ,  and  a  small  army  was  pro- 
posed to  be  raised,  to  march  to  the  eastward  to  break  up  the 

*  Cbike*tLeltiii  lliH.CIbaiv.  >  In  the  Londdii  IbmiiM  Ibr 

85 ;  Report  of  Committee  of  Connec-  February,  1766.    Com  p  .  Franklin's 

tJruT,  In  1  M.  H.  Coll.       207-21 1 ;  Works,  liL  578,  iv.  172;  and  see  Got- 

liuiciiinson,  iiL  23;  Trumbull's  Cort-  donV  Am.  Rev.  i.  91-94. 

neeticut,  n.  965-951  i  Snuth'e  N.  Y.  *  Hutchinson,  ul  23-2fi}  Fnnk- 

iL  l"^)*      r  q.  lin's  Works,  it,  261  i  Buienift»  ir. 

•  UtUT  of  Oliver  Partridge,  of  172-175. 
Oetober  81,  in  Ma  L«tten  of  IbmI 
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CHAP,  settlements,  or,  at  all  events,  to  aectire  by  forts  the  passes  frooi 
J^f^  Qnobeo  for  New  England  by  the  way  of  K^mebee.  The  goT- 
17  4.  emor  wts  reaaflBtod  to  aaBome  the  directien  of  this  albir: 

Apiil  9 

j«M  £,  end  enbeiking  for  Felmoolh,  wi^  a  quoimn  of  the  Oooncil 

Jun.  26.  and  several  of  the  House,  a  conference  was  held,  and  a  treaty 
wsis  made  with  the  Norridgcwock  and  Penobscot  iuLliiiiis,  to 
prevent  their  being  alarmed.  The  forces  which  bad  Ijeen 
laised,  oonastisg  of  eight  hundred  men,  under  John  Winalow, 
of  MiwhfieM,  who  had  eerred  in  the  Spenieh  war,  wore  Amb 
A9§.  ordered  to  the  Kennebec ;  and  a  for^  called  Fort  Halifoz,  was 
boilt  abont  three  quarters  of  a  mfle  below  Taoomiet  Fal]8»  and 
thirty-seven  miles  above  Fort  Richmond.  A  second  fort  was 
likewise  built  eighteen  miles  below  the  first,  at  a  place  called 
Guhnoc,  now  the  site  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  to  which  the 
name  of  Fort  Westezn  was  given,  in  honor  of  an  acquaintance 
of  the  goyecnor,  resident  in  Sassex,  England.  The  expedition, 
however,  which  originated  wifli  Gkvvemor  Shirley,  was  of  liUle 
benefit  to  the  provinoe ;  and  boA  French  and  Bidians,  relin- 
qui:^hincr  the  scheme  of  seiziiiLr  the  iJiitisli  }X)Ssessions,  which 
had  1on((  been  agitated,  turned  their  attention  to  the  defence 
of  their  own  homes.^ 

Foot  projects  were  now  derised,  in  three  of  which  Governor 
Shirley  was  more  or  less  conoernedL*  Making  his  own  interest 
his  idol,  and  every  thing  else  snbservient,  his  thirst  for  renown, 
which  swallowed  up  all  other  feelings,  led  him  to  scruple  at 
no  measures  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  which  was  nearest 

*  Mass.  Rpc's }   Wixwlow's  MS.   the  encrmehmenta  of  the  "Frwh, 
Journal;   Stirling's  VindicatioD  of    Mortimer 't.  Eug land,  iiL  u  10. 
Sliirley,  SMS  j  Hist,  of  the  War,  119 ;       *  Hist  of  the  War,  25.  It  appean 


1766 ;  HutchinaoD,  iiL  25-27 ;  1  M.  dock,  Governor  Shirl^  had  made 

H.  ColL  yvL  88;  Mmot,  L  184-187  ;  prc))aration  for  the  pniwcntioii  of 

Warburton's  Concjucst  of  Ganada,  ii  these  enterprises,  and  had  issued  com- 

11.    Governor  Shirley,  at  the  conchi-  ini<isinns  to  TOrious  oftleprs.  See  Wil- 

aion  of  thw  expedition,  Hcul  dcsjjatches  liaius's  MSS.  i.  107,  108,  113,  114, 

to  England,  infonittng  the  mimstr}*  of  116, 1 1 7,  iinder  dates  January  4*  Feb- 

the  nlamiiiit:'  n'^pi f  of  atfiirs  in  thf  niavy  1.  Ft']>ruar}'  10,  February  11« 

ooionies,  aud  6oiiuitiu|{  aid  to  resist  Majxh  7,  and  .Niaich  10, 17^ 


Mortimer's  Englmd,  iil.  510,  ed. 
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his  heart ;  and,  thovigh  the  UandishmcntB  of  power  nenrer  oooa-  chap. 

aoned  in  him  the  exile  of  eommon  Beoae,  the  fervor  with  which 

he  entered  into  the  fmnecatioii  of  his  flehemee,  and  the  nnoom-  17M. 

mon  application  which  he  brought  to  Ujar  upon  every  point, 
Bpread  an  infectious  enthusiasm  amonj^  liis  associates,  and 
blinded  them  to  the  difficulties  which  most  inevitably  b6  en- 
oomterad.  Mr.  Shirlej,  indeed,  seemed  never  to  flag.  To 
fhtigoe  he  was  a  stranger.  He  was  fertile  in  eiqiediente  to 
meet  every  emergency.  He  eoold  perform  more  Uihor,  and 
travel  more  miles,  in  a  ^ven  time,  than  almost  anj  c^her  man 
in  New  Engrland.  He  was  here,  there,  and  every  where. 
Profuse  in  embraces,  in  compliments,  and  tears,  smiles  and 
careesos  were  lavished  where  necessary ;  flattery  was  poured 
out  with  prodigal  hypocri^ ;  and  vrith  well-feigned  wudom  he 
ooold  bear  his  part  in  the  most  grave  deliberations,  duping  the 
nwary  }>y  h»  brilliant  harangues,  and  sedncing  the  disceoming 
to  an  approval  of  his  measures.* 

The  first  projeot  for  the  conduet  of  the  war  was  that  in 
wliich  Braddock,  a  personal  favorite  of  the  Duke  of  Cumbei^ 
land,  was  the  prominent  actor.  This  oflfeor,  whose  unfortu- 
nate end  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  his  own  folly,  embarked 
tir  America  in  the  winter,  holding  a  eommission  as  commander*  Dee.iL 
iiHshief  of  the  colonial  Ibrces,  and  of  the  English  troops  which 
accompanied  him.  Negotiations  were  then  pending  l)etween 
Enirhunl  and  France,  professedly  for  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  all  matters  in  dispute;  but  the  proposals  of  En<;land  — 
which  demanded  that  France  8ho«ld  destroy  all  her  forts  as 
fior  as  the  Wabash,  rase  Niagara  and  Grown  Point,  sorrender 
the  peninsola  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  a  strip  of  land  twenty 
leagues  wide  along  the  Bay  of  Pondy  and  the  Atlantic,  and 
leave  the  intermediate  country  to  the  St.  Lawrence  a  neu- 

'  Washington,  like  most  others,  on  ^nvs,  **hU  every  word  and  action  (li^- 

his  first  introductioa  to  ShirkVf  iraa  cover  in  him  toe  gentleman  and  uoli- 

''pcrfiBody  dMimed" by  bb  «€lianM>>  tidan."  Letter  to  Faii&x, April  20, 

tataDdappeannoei^"  "Ithink,''he  iaWoika,iL  7i. 
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CHAP,  tral  desert  —  seemed  so  preposterous        th^  were  tmhefr 
itatingly  Tqjected.  The  French  king  was  wiUing  to  sacrifiee 
nu.  for  peace  all  but  honor  and  tiie  proteetioii  dne  to  his  snljecis; 
but  he  was  unwilliDg  to  relinqniflh  all  for  which  he  had  bsen 

80  long  contending.    Ho  would  consent  that  New  England 

should  reach  on  tlje  ^st  to  the  Penobscot,  and  be  divided  from 

Canada  on  the  north  by  the  summit  of  the  iut0r\'ening  high- 

lands,  and  that  the  vallcj  of  the  Ohio  should  be  left  as  neutral 

territoiy ;  but  to  ask  him  to  yield  more  was,  in  effect)  only  to 

prepare  t^e  way  for  the  oompleto  subjugatioa  of  his  dominiott 

in  the  new  world.^ 

17-55.  Towards  tlie  last  of  February  the  squadron  of  Conuuodore 
Feb.20.  -  J  ^ 

Keppel  anchored  in  Uanipton  Road  ;  about  the  midiiic  of 
Mtf^u  March  the  transports  arrived ;  and  a  month  later,  by  the 
Apr.  13.  orders  of  Braddock,  Shirley  and  the  other  gOTemois  met  hiia 
at  Alexandria,  to  consult  upon  measures  for  his  nuyesty^  8e^ 
▼ice.'  The  general  had  reoeiTed  poeitiTe  instructions  to  coor 
dnet  in  person  expedition  to  iV>rt  Dn  Qneoie ;  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  Oswego  and  the  reduction  of  Niai^ara,  he  proposed 
that  the  regiments  of  Shii-ley  and  Pepperrell  8liuuid  proceed  lo 
Lake  Ontario  ;  a  portion  of  the  provincial  troops,  commanded 
by  General  Johnson,  was  to  march  to  Crown  Point ;  and  the 
New  England  troops,  assembled  by  his  miyesly's  directioufl^ 
were  to  sail  to  the  eastward  to  reduce  the  'French  settlementi 
in  Nova  Scotia.' 

The  expedition  under  Braddock,  couBisting  of  twenty-two 

June  7  hundred  men,  left  Fort  Cumberland  early  in  June  :  and  a 
to  10.  '  . 

march  of  over  a  hundred  miles  lay  before  the  army  to  reach 

its  destination.  The  oonnlzy  through  which  he  was  to  pass 

*  Saittent's  Braddock'a  Expedition,  496;  Prrrls  des  Faite,  160,  168; 

188,  IW,  287  J  Bancroft,  I?.  178,  Pouchot's  Mems.  L  44-46;  Stirline's 

177.  Vindication  of  Shirley,  7-1 1 ;  1  M.  H. 

■  Shirley  let  out  for  Alexandria  the  Coll.  viL  90 ;  Hutchinson,. iu.  3 1, 32 ; 

last  of  March.    I,cttcr  to  Ki  hraim  Johnson,  in  Doc.  Hist,  X.  Y.  iJ.  64J^ 

Williams,  of  March  29,  1755,  in  Wil-  661  j  CoMuiracy  of  Pontiac,  93,  Hi 

hanu's  M8&  1 121.  Smgoit's  HnddU'iExpeditiMi,  181^ 

>  Jounid  H.  of  B.  for  n««,  493-  183,800-807. 
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was  a  tncUeBB  waste —  a  portion  of  it  not  inaptly  namfid  the  ohap. 
Skaiti  if  Death;  and  uummerablo  dlfficoltaeB  were  to  be  sor- 
momited  m  traTordng  so  desolate  a  regiont  across  the  Allegfaa-  \jb&. 

nies,  tlirough  uaticviuciited  woods  and  dangerous  defih's.  A 
scout  of  six  hundred  men  had  been  sent  in  advance,  to  open  May  30. 
the  roads  and  collect  provisions  ;  ^  but  the  main  bodj  dragged 
slowly  along,  with  military  exactness,  heedless  of  the  caution 
which  had  been  giTen  hy  Enmklin,  that "  the  indians  were  des* 
teroDB  in  laying  and  ezeenting  ambuscades.''  "  The  savages,^ 
was  the  flelf-confident  reply  of  the  general,  "may  be  formidable 
to  your  raw  American  militia;  upon  the  king's  regulars  and 
disciplined  Uuops  it  is  impossible  they  should  make  any  impres- 
sion/' Washiugton  had  joined  the  army  at  Will's  Creek,  May  30. 
before  it  left  Fort  Gomborland ;  and,  better  aoqnainted  wi^ 
the  craft  of  the  Indians,  he  could  not  bnt  observe  with  the 
deepest  concern  the  iktal  ddnsion  which  had  seized  npon  his 
superior,  and  tr^nbled  for  the  conseqaenoes  which  mast  result 
from  his  temerity. 

It  was  no  easy  task  to  conduct  the  movements  of  an  army, 
encombered  with  a  load  of  needless  baggi^e,  threading  its  way 
with  ceasdees  toll  through  the  intricacieB  of  a  forest  abound* 
tog  in  quagmires,  anon  ascending  steeps  rugged  hills,  and  then 
descending  headlong  dedivities ;  but  at  length  the  advanced  JtOjS, 
body  of  twelve  hundred  men,  including  the  four  hundred  under 
St.  Clair  uud  eight  hundred  under  Bm  11  ock,  reached  the 
junction  of  die  Monongahela  and  Yougluogeny,  twelve  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Dn  Quesne.  The  nature  of  the  ground  here 
debarred  the  crossing  of  the  stream,  and  a  smoother  paUi  was 
BOftgbt  The  first  passage  was  easSy  made ;  and  the  troops,  ^niys. 
dated  at  the  prospect  before  them,  though  enfeebled  by  toil 
aud  uju  unwholesome  diet,  moved  proudly  down  the  mai'gin  of 

'  The  whole  bhme  of  the  fiulure  sary  arrangements  for  its  proeecutioa 

of  this  expeditian  CB&not  be  justly  on  the  part  of  the  oontactan  who 

a.»cnbcd  to  Braddock,  as  it  is  admitted  were  to  furnish  the  army  with  »«j>- 

by  Mr.  Sparks  that  there  was  unwar-  plies.   Writings  of  Washington,  u. 

fm^nih|f  ddaj  in  imltirfy  the  iwoor  Ttf  note. 
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CHAP,  the  strcnm  to  the  Btirring  rnoBio  of  tht  dmm  and  the  fife,  whidi 
pealed  for  the  first  tune  upon  tfaoae  tast  ioIttadn»  frigfatenin^ 
i|fs»  tiiejaXiwUGhflCNamBddBooideuitljaait  wketladtlivo^ 
air,  and  driving  to  their  laira  the  wolf  and  the  oatemoaat, 

Warned  of  the  approach  of  the  invaders,  with  the  consent 
of  Contrcccpnr,  two  hundred  and  tiftv  French  and  Canadians, 
and  six  liundrcd  and  fifty  Indians  ^  inidcr  Beaiyeo,  hastened 
early  in  the  morning  to  a  spot  near  a  brook  preTionaly  selected 
fyt  an  ambnacade.  The  nanrovr  road  whi<di  deMended  to  1km 
fltraam  was  tonneUed  fhrongh  deep  and  g^oomj  wooda,  wfaeae 
eepnlehral  arches  stretched  fhrawaj.fike  tiioeeof  aTastOotlde 
cathedral ;  and  two  l  aviLics,  bordered  by  trees  and  hashes,  fnr- 
ni?hed  a  concealmeut,  where  tlie  Indians  ensconced  theni.-elvo?, 
and,  levelling  their  gnns  through  the  openings  in  the  branches^ 
poured  a  deadly  fire  upon  the  advancing  oohunas.  The  fieroa 
onset  was  eoorageoasly  met,  and  the  general  hunsdf  pressed 
fivward  to  share  the  danger  and  animate  his  troops ;  but  all 
was  in  Tain.  The  combat  was  desperate,  and  column  after 
cohnnn  of  the  Enirliph  were  slain.  Of  eighty-six  oHlcers 
twenty-six  were  killed  and  thirty-seven  were  wounded  ;  of  tlie 
men  more  than  half  were  killed  or  wounded.  Sir  Peter  Hal- 
ket  was  among  the  kilkd ;  and  yoong  Shirley,  the  son  oC  tbe 
governor  and  the  secretary  of  Braddock,  was  shot  throagfa  the 
head.  Gage,  who  led  the  Taoj^ard,  and  who,  twenty  yean 
later,  saw  his  routed  Ijattaliont  rt  t  oil  in  disorder  before  the 
murderous  fire  from  the  breast wori<  on  Bunker  s  Hill,  was 
among  tiie  wounded  ;  as  were  Colonel  Burton  and  Sir  John 
Sinclair.  Gates,  the  future  conqneror  of  Bnrgoyne,  escaped 
nnharmed,  as  did  also  Washington,  though  two  horses  vera 
shot  under  him,  and  four  balls  pierced  his  coat  Five  horses 
were  disabled  nnder  the  oommander-in-chtef ;  at  last  a  bullet 
pierced  his  side,  and  he  fell.  The  rout  was  complete  ;  kind 
Ji4]rU.four  days  after,  as  the  army  retreated,  iiradduck  died.  To 

*  Such  ui  the  Pnoch  ftooount.  Doc'tiinMaaa.  Archiveibix.  21L 
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file  tvarelkr,  who  pttases  OTer  the  natioiial  road,  hk  gravB  is  obap. 
stffl  pointed  <mi»  about  a  inOe  from  Fort  Neoeadly.i  Jit^ 
The  Beoond  expedition,  under  Shirley  and  Peppemll,  was  to  irtf. 

proceed  to  Lake  Ontario  for  the  preservation  of  Oswego  and 
the  reduction  of  Niagara.    Mr.  Shirley,  after  the  consultation  Apr.  18. 
at  Alexandria,  returned  by  the  way  of  New  York  and  Hartford  M&jria. 
to  BoBtOD,  to  prepare  for  the  discharge  of  this  trust ;  and  hav- 
ing attended  an  aasembly  fbr  the  election  of  oouncOlors^  andiuyfls. 
tranaaoted  otiier  bosineaB  relatiTe  to  the  campaign,  he  left  the 
captal  in  tiie  province  sloop  to  proceed  to  tiie  westward.  The  JulSS. 
tidiuga  of  Braddock's  defeat  and  death  reaelied  Boston  subse-  Jniy23. 
quent  to  hi^  departure  ;  and  as  he  arrived  at  Albany  in  al>ont  Jaij  lO. 
a  fortuight,  the  news  was  not  communicated  to  him  until  he 
had  left  for  Oaw^,  By  this  e?eat  the  chief  oonunand  of  the  J«iy  ao. 
forosB  of  the  country  derolTed  upon  him ;  and  he  was  in  the 
poeition  to  which  he  had  long  aspired,  witii  no  supenor  on  this 
side  of  the  Athintic,  and  on  tlic  high  rond  to  honor  and  distinc- 
tion in  England.    As  may  well  be  su]>pt>sLd,  to  one  of  his  tem- 
perament^ who  had  been  looking  forward  for  years  to  this 
oooanmmation  of  his  wishes,  there  was  a  slight  degree  of  intox- 


'  On  Braddodi's  expedition^  see  motSktit  expectation.   But  see  tiie 

French  Boc'ts  in  Maw.  Archives,  ix.  wondrous  works  of  Pro\-idenco,  and 
211  i  Winsliow'sMS.  Joumaltfok  136  the  unccrtaiaty  of  human  things  I 
-Ml ;  Letter  to  tiie  FMpIe  of  Eog^  We,  hut  «  few  momenls  belbfe^  be- 
laud, 3;{  pt  seq. ;  HImI,  of  the  War,  lieved  our  numbers  almost  eqod  to 
23-25  ;  Pouchot's  Mems.  i.  37—14  ;  the  Canadian  force ;  they  onlv  pxp<^- 
Smith^R  Narr. ;  Entick,  L  143 ;  Cluuii-  ed  to  annoy  us.  Yet,  contran*  to  all 
c\*»  Lett  on  Ohio  Defeat,  4 ;  1  M.  H.  cxpectatkm  and  human  probability, 
ColL  vii.  91-94;  2  M.  H.  Coll.  Tiu.  153  and  even  to  the  common  course  of 
"161 1  Uutchiosoniui.  32 ;  Mortimer's  things,  wc  were  totally  defeated,  and 
England,  514 }  Chafanen,  Revolt,  iL  auttatned  tiie  Ion  of  every  tliinpr.'' 
275 ;  Snarks's  Washington,  ii.  86-88,  Sparks's  Washington,  iL  90.  The 
473  ;  WtHiurton's  Conquest  of  Can-  visit  to  Braddock's  field,  •which  re- 
ada,  ii.  1G-2U;  C'oiis))iracy  of  I'ouliiic,  suited  in  the  discover)'  of  the  bouea 
94-101 ;  Bancroft,  iv.  is  i-192 ;  Hil-  of  the  slain,  has  been  often  oomixired 
dn-th,  ii.  4oO--lGl.  After  his  return  to  the  discover}-  of  the  hones  of  the 
from  this  expedition,  Washington  soldiers  of  the  legions  of  Varus,  in  t)ie 
mote  from  Mount  Vemon,  Augwt  2,  foreat  of  Teutenmirg,  aa  described  by 
1755,  "  It  is  true  WL-  hiive  hti.'n  heat-  Tacituf?,  Ann.  b.  i.  ch.  61.  Smith's 
en,  shamefully  beaten  by  a  handful  of  Duieourse  of  April  6,  ildlf  pub.  at 
men,  who  only  intendea  to  molest  and  London,  175U. 
dMtnib  oar  nanik  VictocyuMtiieir 
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CHAP,  icdtiuu  io  the  |)o.ssQasioQ  of  such  e:iteDaive  power  ;  and  he  could 
hold  up  his  head  more  proudly  than  eter,  under  the  conscioiia' 
i7«.  nesB  that  whoever  stood  in  the  way  of  his  preferment  ooold 
boast  less  merit  than  himself  in  ohuming^  a  reward  for  tiieir 
serrioes,  and  could  plead  less  eloquently  for  the  favor  of  the 
crown.*  Yet  he  was  never  so  intent  on  con  tempi  it  in-  hi.-  own 
grandeur  as  to  lose  all  patience  in  ialMji  ing  to  eM^rn  it.  "  Honor 
virtutis  pranUum"  was  the  motto  of  his  ancestors ;  and  this 
motto  he  was  ready  to  adopt  for  himself,  allowing  him  to  inter- 
pret it  to  suit  his  own  wishes.* 

Albany  was  the  grand  theatre  of  the  preparations  for  tiie 
northern  expedition  against  Fort  Frederick,  as  well  as  for  that 
to  the  westwarvl  for  tlie  reiluction  of  Niagara.    The  general, 

July  10.  on  hi;^  arrival,  however,  did  not  find  things  in  the  forwanine^s 
wliich  he  had  reason  to  expect.  The  provincials,  discontented 
with  the  inactivity  of  a  long  encampment^  were  anxious  to  be 
in  motion ;  and  his  own  troops  were  filing  off  in  different 
directions  firom  Schenectady  towards  Oswego.'  The  diBtaace 
of  tlie  latter  place  from  Albany  is  towards  three  hundred  miles. 
Over  th(^  first  sixteen  miles,  to  SchtnuHUady,  there  wa^»  a  crood 
wagon  road  ;  and  from  tlieuce  to  the  Little  Falls,  in  the  Mo- 
hawk, at  Canajoharie,  a  distance  of  sixty-five  miles,  the  comniii- 
nication  was  by  bateaux  set  against  a  rapid  stream,  in  dry  sea* 
sons  BO  shallow  that  the  boatmen  were  frequently  obliged  to 
turn  out  and  draw  their  craft  over  the  rifts  with  inconceivable 
labor.  At  the  Little  Falls  was  a  porta^re,  a  mile  wide,  over 
which  the  bateaux  were  tiansported  on  sleds,  the  ground  being; 


*  See  JoIiiiMn,iiiDoe.Hiat  N.T. 

iL  684-689. 

*  He  would  j^robably  have  interpret- 
ed it, "  Offiu  IS  the  reward  of  good 

manngemtnt" 

*  Governor  Shirley's  instructions  to 
Ephraim  "^l^lliaint  to  maidi  to  Alba- 
ny were  dated  May  31,  17oo;  and 

fnlonel  WillLims  arrived  there  e;irly 
in  July.  letter  ul'  Shirley  uf  May  iil. 


in  Willuimsll  MSS.  L,  and  Iettf>rs  of 
E.  Wnihms  of  July  ami  .Tulv  15, 
in  ibid.  laU,  lu3.  ISt'tli  I'umtTuy,  ia 
ft  letter  dated  July  15,  in  ibid.,  s^pcaki 
of  Sliirley's  and  T'epjjerreH's  rfj^ninenta 
as  then  on  their  march  to  Oswego,  and 
of  Oeneral  JohnsonV  r^^imeiit  as  ready 
to  march  for  Crown  Point,  but  as 
ing  detained  for  the  mnt  of  storea. 
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too  marshj  to  admit  the  use  of  wheeled  carriages.  The  same  chap. 
oonTQ^anoe  was  lued  at  the  Great  Cairying  Plaoe^  at  Oneida,  J^^, 
aizfy  miles  beyond  the  Little  lUls — the  oiirrent  thither  being  17U. 
atill  adwse  and  estreraely  swift.  Taking  water  again,  die 
tit>op6  entered  Wood  Creek,  which  leads  into  the  Oneida  Lake, 
distant  forty  miles.  This  stream,  whose  bauks  were  fringed 
with  thick  woods,  was  then  much  obstructed  with  old  logs  and 
&U6Q  trees.  The  Oneida  Lake  stretches  from  east  to  west 
flome  thirty  miles,  and  in  calm  weather  is  passed  with  great 
ftcility.  At  its  western  eztremily  opens  the  Onondaga  Biver, 
leading  to  Oswego,  situated  at  its  entrance,  on  the  south  side 
of  Lake  Ontario.  The  passage  through  this  river,  whose  cur- 
rent flows  with  surprisincr  rapidity,  aud  which  abounds  with 
riftd  and  rocks,  was  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous.  The 
principal  obstruction  is  a  fall,  about  eleven  feet  perpendicular, 
twelve  miles  short  of  Oswego.* 

Thfoi^fh  this  long  and  ''amphibions  "  march  the  annj  pro- 
eeeded  with  great  risk  and  &tigne.  For  the  management  of 
the  bateaux,  of  which  at  least  five  hundred  were  prepared, 
General  Rhirlcy  had  engaged  all  the  young  men  in  th(?  (!ounty 
of  Albany,  who  had  been  formerly  employed  in  the  Indian 
trade  at  Osw^.  The  fort  at  Osw^,  at  first  garrisoned  by 
twenty-five  men,  and  afterwards  hy  fifty,  had  been  strengthened 
In  the  spring  by  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  soldiers,  besides 
workmen,  under  Captain  King,  and  Colonel  John  Bradstreet, 
who  had  fought  under  Pcpperrell  at  Louisburg.^  It  was  to 
this  point  the  attention  of  the  general  was  directed  ;  aud  here 
his  forces  were  to  be  concentrated,  to  proceed  to  Niagara, 
which  was  represented  to  be  in  a  minous  condition* 

Schuyler's  New  Jersey  regiment^  consisting  of  five  hundred 
men,  raised  at  the  Instance  of  Governor  Shirley,  embarked  in 
two  divisions  from  Schenectady  the  beginning  of  July ;  and  Jnif' 


*  Stirling's  Vindication  of  Shirley,  11.  Marching  orders  were  giveatbew 
14-16;  1  JL  H.  CoU.  TiL  95,  96.        troops  Apnl  16. 

•  StiKlh^t  VlMiiiatioa  Shidty, 
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CHAP,  the  regimenta  of  Shirley  and  Peppcrrcll  were  prcparintr  to 

^Jl^  follow,  when  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  Braddock  aniTed.^ 
17M.  This  strode  a  damp  on  tke  spirits  of  the  troops,  and  great 
numbers  d€Mrt6d  |  but  the  gsnoral,  awars  of  tilio  nacjttuftlf  of 
poshing  forward,  pursued  his  march  in  apite  of  ereiy  dinip> 

Aug.i8.  pointment.*  On  reaching  Oswego,  the  necessary  preparations 
for  proceeding  to  Niagara  were  made  ;  bnt,  at  councils  of  war 

6«pt.isbeld  soon  after,  iutcliigence  was  received  from  Niagara  aod 
Frontenac  which  led  to  the  belief  that  a  d^oent  was  ocmten- 
plated  on  Osw^  itself;  and,  as  the  works  were  mncli  de- 
cajed)  and  the  post  was  of  the  ntmost  importanee  for  seonriiig 
the  frontiers  of  the  western  colonies  and  manataining  the  Brit* 
ish  dominion  over  the  grtuL  lakes  and  the  country  beyond  the 
Apalacliian  range,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  for  its  secui  iiy.  to 
eommence  immediately  the  erection  of  a  second  fort,  called 
Ontario,  on  a  high  point  commanding  the  old  fort;  and  a 
third,  called  Oswqgo,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  old  fort  la 
the  mean  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  embark  troops  for 
18.  Niagara ;  bnt  a  forions  storm,  which  raged  for  thirleeo  days^ 
prevented  its  success.  During  this  boisterous  weather  num- 
bers fell  sick,  whose  tents  were  an  insufficient  shelter  ;  and  ihe 
Indians,  well  aorjnainted  with  the  climate,  went  off,  declaring 
the  season  too  &r  advanced  to  admit  of  an  expedition  on  the 
hike.  The  provisions  for  the  army  were  by  this  time  nmch 
reduced,  though  forther  supplies  were  daily  expected  ;  bnt  the 
many  discouragements  in  the  way  of  the  expedition,  owing  to 
this  and  other  causes,  led  to  the  postponement  of  the  design 


'  Stirling's  VIndipntinn  of  Shirley, 
12,  2d.  Comp.  al&o  Johnson,  in  Doc. 
Hist  N.  Y.  ii!  666,  684,  and  1  M.  H. 
Ck)lLvii.  97,  T- |,!-,r:u-m  ^yl\\y^m%  than 
whom  no  bmver  or  more  honest  man 
oouU  be  fbttnd  b  the  army,  doM  not 
speak  in  fliiit^^ring  terms  of  the  con- 
auct  of  Shirley  on  thi^  ocftvsion,  and 
confirms  the  charges  of  malfeasance 
brought  against  hmi  by  others.  Sm 
hii  letten  of  Augiiat  14  and  AngaA 


17,  in  Williams'8  MRS.  i.  171.  17S. 

'  A  letter  of  Ephraim  W'illi^uiia, 
dated  August  2,  iTflfi,  in  Williams** 
MSS.  L  164,  gives  an  account  of  Brad- 
dodo's  def«ttt,  the  news  of  wliich  had 
fOfidwd  Albanv  defen  da>^  before; 
and  Generals  Shirley  and  Johnson  en- 
drarnred  to  keep  tne  matter  as  pri- 
vate a»  possible,  fur  fecir  it  should 
iutintidite  thwr  umil 
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utU  anothar  jear ;  the  troops  vent  into  irinter  qnarterB ;  and  chap. 
General  Shirl^,  after  aeong  tfaem  oamfortablj  aetHod  nnder 
Uenteaant  Colonel  Meroery  left  Oawego,  and  returned  to  Maa-  rm, 
eaehnsettB  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  his  gOTernmcnt,  which  ^175!^ 

needed  his  presence.   Thu^  ended  the  second  project,  less  dis-  *"* 
astrously  thaa  the  hrst,  yet  fruitlessly,  so  iar  aa  the  aaaoyaooe 
of  the  enemy  was  concerned.^ 

Tha  eieeation  of  the  third  project,  originated  by  Oov<  Utt. 
flfBor  Shir^y,^  was  intniated  to  General  Johnson,  of  New 
York,  which  waa  to  proceed  to  Grown  Point  for  the  redaction 
of  Fort  Frederick.  The  history  of  this  extraordinary  man  is 
aiiigularly  ruuiaatic.  A  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  nephew  of 
Sir  Peter  Warren,  the  associate  of  Peppei-reU  in  the  reduction 
of  Loaiabaig,  he  embarked  for  America  at  the  age  of  nineteen^  itsa. 
in  oonaeqaence,  it  ia  aaid,  of  the  hapless  iaane  of  a  love  affiur. 
Here  he  took  charge  of  aa  extenave  tract  of  wild  land  belong- 
ing to  hia  nnole,  and,  settling  in  the  beantifiil  valley  of  the 
Moliawl;,  ( an  ied  on  a  prosperous  trailic  witli  the  Indians,  rap* 
idly  riiiing  to  wealth  and  influence.  His  residcncef?  in  the  val- 
ley—  for  he  had  two  —  were  known  by  the  names  of  Johnson 
Caatle  and  Johnson  Hall ;  the  latter  of  which,  a  subetantial 
bidldiag  of  wood  and  atone^  ia  still  standing  in  the  village  of 
Johnstown.'  The  castle  was  his  ordinary  abode ;  and  here  he 
lived  in  a  state  of  feudal  magnificence,  keeping  open  house,  and 
welcoming  to  his  board  the  crowds  of  Indians  who  flocked  to 
his  dwelling.*  He  had  supplied  the  place  of  his  first  love  by 
a  damsel  of  Dutch  descent,  who  bore  him  several  children ; 
aad  at  her  decease,  he  found  another  fiivorite  in  the  person  of 
Molly  Brnnt^  sister  <^  the  renowned  Mohawk  warrior,  ^whoaa 
Uack  ejyes  and  laughing  face  caught  his  fiincy,  as,  flattering 

*  Pouchot'ii  Menu.  i.  47 1  Stirling's      '  Parkmaa's  ConiptxaGyaf  PontiM^ 
Abdication,  27-40 ;  1  M.  H.  CoH  nL  80. 

88,  1 16-124 ;  Smith's  N.  Y.  iL  221.      *  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  IL  646;  Mem, 

*  StirUn^'s  Vindication,  7 }  Smilh'i  of  an  AuMma  Lady,  ii.  aL 
M.  Y.  ii.  206,  210. 
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CHAP,  with  rihl  slie  gaUoped  past  him  at  a  muster  of  the  Trjon 
^^^j^  county  militia."  * 

i7tf.  No  man,  probably,  that  ever  liTed  ia  America,  was  more 
popular  with  the  Indiatu  than  William  Johnson.  He  was  **  tlie 
tribone  of  the  Sis  Nations,  who  almost  idolised  him,  and  who 

woald  listen  to  his  advice  when  they  would  scarcely  heed  the 
advice  of  their  own  chiefp,*  Tall  and  erect  in  his  po!  -on, 
brusque  in  his  manners,  upright  in  his  dealings,^  undaunted  in 
his  courage,  and  gifted  by  nature  with  brilliant  oratorical  pow- 
ers, he  was  every  way  fitted  for  the  station  he  filled,  and  every 
way  worthy  the  confidence  he  inspired.  Some,  indeed,  moved 
by  jealousy,  have  insinnafed  that  he  was  "never  distingoisiied 
for  his  sense  or  penetration  ; "  that  he  wa^  a  majzTiificent  vapor- 
er,  bonsting  of  ox]iloits  whicli  ho  was  unablo  tn  perform  ;  who, 
"  by  the  splendid  representations  of  his  secretary,  and  the  sov- 
ereign decree  of  his  pati'on/'  was  "exalted  into  aa  eminent 
hero ; "  and  who  was  indebted  **  to  the  panegyrical  pen  of  Mr. 
Wraxall,  and  the  ne  voh  sk  jubto  of  laentenant  GoTemor 
Be  Lancey"  for  that  mighty  renown  which  echoed  throngfa 
the  colonies,  reverberated  to  Europe,  and  elevated  a  raw,  inex- 
perienced youth  into  a  kiud  of  second  Marn^orough.***  All 
BQch  representation?,  however,  must  pass  for  what  they  are 
worth ;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that 

Men  that  make 
Bnvy  and  crooked  maUce  noorialuneBl^ 
Due  bite  the  beet." 

Johnson  was  the  competitor  of  Governor  Shirley ;  *  and  to 
this  is  doobtless  to  be  attributed  much  of  the  ill  treatment 
whidi  he  experienced  from  the  latter,  and  the  disparaging  re- 

>  Phikmaa'tGonspiracyof  Fontiae^  *  See  JohtMon  to  the  B««rd  of 

81.  Trade,  in  Doc  Hist,  N.  Y  il  G72. 

•  Mems.  of  an  American  Lady,  ii.  •  llevicw  of  Military  Operauooai 

61 1  Warburton'd  Conquost  (rf  duia-  in  1  M.  H.  ColL  vil  114 

4a,  fi.  31.  '      Johnson,  ia  Doe. Hist  N.  Y. 
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flections  which  were  cast  upon  his  conduct    Between  two  such  chap. 
men  —  tlie  one  open  and  frank-hearted,  of  a  lively,  generous,  ^^^^ 
and  impulsiTe  spirit;  (he  other  oantioa^  oraffy,  and  dissem-  iTtfC 
bling  hiB  tme  feelingB — no  dumtereBted  and  self-aacrificizig 
friendship  oonld  be  espected  to  sabBist.  Thejr  eould  tolerate 
eaeh  otfaer's  presence,  became  botii  bad  Bonse  enough  to  know 
tliat  it  would  be  folly  for  either  to  give  way  to  public  donion- 
strations  of  anger  j  but  beneath  this  outward  interchange  of 
nnmeanipg  compliments  there  was  a  deep-seated  feeling  of 
hate^  generated,  in  the  one  case,  by  the  Bnooesi  of  a  rival,  and 
provoked,  in  tbe  other,  by  the  treachery  of  an  enemy.  ^ 

Let  it  not  be  nupposcd,  however,  that  Johnson  was  faultless ; 
for  the  dofecti^  in  hin  character  were  glarinir  and  ^rcat.  His 
mind  was  of  that  coarse  nature  which  delighus  in  seur^ual  pleas- 
ores.  Ue  was  yain  of  his  in&uence  with  his  savage  allies,  and 
▼ain  of  the  importance  aocnting  from  this  sooroe.  And,  poe- 
sessing  no  remarkable  delicacy  of  feding,  in  poshing  bis  own 
way  he  was  never  distingoished  by  an  anxious  solicitode  fbr 
the  rights  of  others."* 

Mr.  Johnson,  wii  i^e  commission  for  the  present  expedition 
was  signcxl  by  Governors  ^^hirlcy  and  Dc  Lancey,  was  at  that  Apt.  lo. 
time  at  the  head  of  Indian  afibirs  in  New  York.^  The  assem* 
Uy  of  that  province  was  convened  early  ia  Angost,  and,  agree-  Aug. 
ably  to  the  request  of  the  government  of  Massachnsetts, 
resolved  to  reenforce  the  army  for  Crown  Point  with  fonr 
hundred  men.  The  bill  for  this  purpo.^e  passed  the  House,  and 
was  approved  by  the  governor ;  but  when  it  came  betbre  th<i 
Council  it  was  defeated,  the  design  of  a  reenforoement  was 
dropped,  and  the  assembly  a<^nmed.^  This,  however,  did  not 

>  Johmon  to  Shirley,  in  Doe.  Hut  Man.  Rec**;  1  M.  H.  ColL  tu.  88l 

N.  Y.  ii.  cm.  *  Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  ii.  6G9, 070, 675 

'  Pariunao's  Conspiracy  of  Pcmtiac,  -678;  1  M.  U.  Coll.  vii.  101,  102 1 

92,  83 ;  Allen's  Bios.  Diet  art  Jomf-  Smith's  N.  Y.  ii.  214-2 17 ;  Chauncv-'s 

enN  ;  Campbdl^  Amads  of  T^on  Letter  on  Ohio  Deftrnt,  6,  note.  See 

County.  &c  also  Mass.  1160*8;  and  Minot,  L  261, 

»  Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  iL  651-664  j  262. 
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ciLiVP.  ileieat  the  expoditioii,  which  waa,  in  fact,  already  in  progress 
^^ij;^  at  the  time  supplies  were  refosed.   Major  General  Lyman,  next 
1766.  in  oommaad  to  Johnson,  hnd  advanoed  with  a  detachment  of 
one  thousand  men  to  the  portage,  or  canTing  plaoe^aboat  sixty 
Juijr  16.  miles  from  Albany,  near  the  head  springs  of  ^e  Sore),  and 
Aug.  awaited  the  arrival  of  his  sui>erior  at  Fort  L}  mao,  aftorwardi 
Fort  Edward.*    Jolinson  left  Albany  three  days  after  liie 
A«g.  8.  court  adjourned,  with  the  train  of  artillery,  and  arrived  at  the 
Aii«.i4.  camp  a  week  later,  where  a  oonncil  of  war  was  held,  at  iHuch 
Aug.22.  all  the  field  officers  of  the  army  were  present*  Towards  the 
Aug.  26  last  of  the  month,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  oonsisliBg 
"   *  of  New  England  militia,  cliiefly  from  Coimocticnt  and  Massa- 
chu8ett^J,^  he  moved  fourtoeu  miles  farther  north,  and  pitclioil 
Before  his  camp  at  the  end  of  Lake  George,  which  the  French  called 

Scot*  9b 

St  Sacrement^  Here^  while  his  troops  were  reposing  in  mdo- 
lence,  admiring  the  beantiM  and  romantie  soeneiy,  or  engaged 
on  the  Sabbath  in  the  worst lip  of  God,  he  received  intelligeoce 

that  a  party  of  French  and  Indiana  had  been  discovered  at 
Ticondero^,  —  which  is  pituat(xl  on  the  isthmus  bctweeu  the 
north  end  of  Lake  George  and  the  soatheru  part  of  Lake 
Ghamphiin, — but  that  no  works  were  there  thrown  np.  The 
importance  of  secaring  this  pass,  which  commanded  the  roate 
to  Grown  Point  through  the  lake,  was  so  evident  that  Johnsoa 
Sept.  I.  proposed  to  sail  thither  ;  and  a  letter  was  despatdied  to  Shi^ 
ley  for  the  requisite  bateaux.  Pcndincr  their  arrival  an  en- 
gagement occurred,  which  was  greeted  both  in  England  and 
America  as  a  signal  victory.^ 

»  MS.  Letter  of  R  Williams,  of   Aufriist  30,  In  ihid.  174.   Johnson,  in 
July  22,  in  Williams's  MSS.  i.  167;   a  letter  dated  August  15,  1756,  fiwn 


•  E.  Williams's  letter,  ni'  Au^j^ist  bering  in  all  2850  men. 

16,  La  which  he  says  he  arh\ed  at  chiv^ 

Fort  Nloolson  August  14;  and  letter  *  Doe.  HK  N.  Y.  ii.  652,  676; 

of  Aii}:^ist  23,  from  the  Great  Girr\'-  Journal  H.  of  R.  for  IT.)'),  p.  75. 

ing  Place,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  *  Doc.  lilst.  N.  Y.  iL  (>7iJ,6bO,6b2, 

proceeduigs  of  the  coundL  Williams's  683,  684,  689. 

MSS.  1171,  173.  AtaOk  letter  of  *  Doc.  Hirt.  N.  Y.  il  680. 
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A  French  fl«et»  of  Iwenfy-tiro  ahips  oC  tiie  line^  beddes  frig-  cbap. 
fttos  and  transportB^  had  hem  sent  from  Brest  eariy  in  tiio  ,J[^ 
spring,  in  irliich  six  fhomnd  marinoB,  and  eighty-five  compa-  1755. 
nies  of  land  troope,  of  tho  re^ments  of  the  Queen,  of  Artois,  ^ 

Bnrjrtmd} ,  Languedoc,  Guienne,  and  B6arn,  under  the  veteran 
DieskxLu,  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  favorite  of  Saxe,  were 
embarked  for  Cape  Breton  and  Canada.  On  the  passage^ 
eight  compaaieB  of  grenadiera  were  taken,  whh  the  Lya  and 
AlcSde  9ieDrof<war>  the  one  rnmi  en  jiufe,  and  the  other  m 
guerre,  who  fell  in  with  the  English  fleet  off  Cape  Race,  nnder  10. 
Admiral  Bofvawen,  despatched  to  the  coikit  to  watch  tho  Apr. 23. 
Froncli  }?(|aa(iron.  Subsequently,  a  thousand  of  the  troops 
were  iandeil  at  Louisburg  ;  and  the  remainder  arrived  at  Que-  Jon.  19 
beo^  with  De  Y aodrenily  the  gOTemor  general  of  Canada,  and 
IKedmn,  the  eommander  of  the  foroea.^  Dieakan,  whose  motto 
was  "Boldneas  wine,**  had  intended,  soon  after  his  arriral,  by 
the  advice  of  Vaudreuil,  to  seize  the  fort  at  Oswego,  whither 
Shiikv  had  iiiai-clied,  and  had  proceeded  to  Montreal  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations ;  but,  appriscnl  of  Johnson's  move- 
ments, he  altered  his  plans,  crossed  Lake  Champlain,  landed  at 
the  SoQth  Baj,  some  azteen  nkilee  from  the  English  encamp* 

*  FmMfa  Doe^  in  Ibn.  ArefaifM^  Hoehifevty  ow  of  SO  f^outf  000  of  74 

ix.  205-22??;  Tnmibull  MSS.  I.  101,  j^ims,  three  of  04  <,'un.s  one  of  .'() 

in  Lib.  Muss.  Hint.  Soc. ;  Hi%L  of  tlie  gum,  and  one  of  32  guns :  in  all  thu^ 

War,  2 1-23 ;  Letter  to  the  People  of  ty-eight  vessels.  This  fleet  sailed  BAiv 

Engiuid,  19  et  set}. ;  Poitchot's  Mems.  6,  commanded  by  Macnamara,  an  oflh 

L   lt^2.S  :    Tmies  Grcoville  to  his  cer  oflrish  extraction ;  but  soon  after 

brother,  iu  (jrcuviiie  Corrcsp.  i.  136  {  nine  of  the  vc^ls  returned,  and  the 

Cliftlinen,  Rerolt,  S.  277 ;  Doc.  Hist  rest,  tinder  M.  Bolt     h  Moflie  and 

N.  Y.  ii.  6W }  1  M.  H.  Coll.  nii.  113;  M.  dc  Salvert,  continued  on.  Macna- 

Lcttcrs  and  Mums,  relatinj^  to  Cape  luara  sailed  again  in  June.    By  the 

Breton,  304  et  setj.    Mortimer,  Hist,  middle  of  April  the  Engli-sh  had  at 

Eng.  L  511  et  seq.,  aaya  that,  by  the  Spithead  a  noble  fleet,  consisting  of 

last  of  March,  then*  were  at  Brest  one  ten  ships  of  tlic  line  and  six  fri^^itcn, 

man-of-war  of  bO  guns,  four  of  74  havine  on  board  6000  land  forces, 

guns,  au  of  64  guns,  one  of  00  gmu,  Thu  fleet  aiulcd,  vmHer  Adminl  Boo- 

one  of  oO  f^nn*,  one  of  46  fi^im,  finir  cawen,  on  tlie  2'5d.    The  accounts  in 

of  30  guns,  and  one  of  24  gtma ;  at  different  authorities  vary  both  as  to 

Tonloiif  one  of  80  gun^  Ave  of  74  the  number  of  vessels  in  the  two  ileetii 

gam,  three  ttf  64  gun%  two  of  32  the  troope  od  baud,  and  the  date  of 

guni»  and  one  of  24  giinsj  and  at  aaifing. 
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CHAP,  ment,  and,  making  a  circuit  by  the  way  of  Wood  Cred^ 
gained  the  rear  of  the  Eagliflh  amiy,  vith  a  force  of  about  two 
1755.  thoueand  Fraiidi  and  IndiaiiB. 

Jolmeon  was  early  infinriDed  of  the  approach  of  Frendi 

bj  his  scouts,  who  were  ever  abroad  to  anticipate  un  :ittai  k  ; 
and,  presuming  from  tlicir  movements  that  their  lirnt  dt'^i-jii 
was  to  surprise  the  troops  at  the  Carrying  Place,  it  was  re- 
solved to  detach  a  thousand  English  and  two  hundred  Indiaas 
"  to  catch  l]ie  enemy  in  their  retreat." '  The  command  of  iius 
detachment  ma  intrnsted  to  Ephraim  Williams,  a  Hassachi- 
setts  colonel,  who,  in  passing  through  Albany,  had  made  a 

July  aa.  bequest  of  his  estate  ly  w'Ai  to  I'oand  a  free  school;'  and 
Israel  Putnam,  of  Connecticut,  had  charge  of  a  small  company 
of  the  young  men  of  hi?  own  neighborhood.'  The  army  of 
Johnson  had,  some  time  before,  been  increased  by  the  aooesnoa 
of  a  itoe  r^ment  from  New  Hampshire^  of  five  hundred  meo, 
vnder  John  Stark,  a  lieutenant,  afterwards  conspicuous  in  fhe 
annals  of  the  revohition ;  so  that  the  encampment  on  Lake 
George,  numbering  four  tliousaad  men,  was  of  ample  strength 
to  withstand  the  invaders.^ 

8ipt  8.  About  an  hour  after  the  departure  of  WilliamB,  a  heaty 
ftring  was  heard  —  a  signal  that  he  bad  fallen  in  with  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  in  ambuili.  The 
surprise  was  complete ;  and  the  deadly  fire  so  thinned  the 
ranks  of  the  little  army  that  the  dotachmcnt  was  coitipt  Hed  to 
retreat,  with  the  loss  of  their  commander,  who  fell  at  the  first 
charge,  and  the  gray-haired  Hcndrick,  the  chieftain  of  the  Six 
Nations,  famed  for  his  clear  voice  and  flashing  eye.  The  re- 
treat was  conducted  by  Nathan  Whiting,  of  Gonnecticnt  By 
the  arrival  of  fresh  troops,  under  Lieutenant  Oole,  the  pursnen 
•wei'c  checked  ;  and  the  lugi Lives  once  more  reached  the  camp 
lirom  which  they  had  so  recently  and  proudly  departed. 

»  Doc  Ilist  N.  Y.  ii.  691.  *  Life  of  Putnam,  25.  ^ 

•  Holland'!)  Hist  Western  Mmil  I      «  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iL  683 ;  1 IL 
182}  l]i.H.Oo]Lw.4a  ROidLmllS. 
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SoQU  the  troops  under  Dieekaa^  came  in  sight;  and  those  obap. 
who  looked  ont  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  which  bordered  the 
<^iening  in  front,  saw  painted  Indians  approaching,  and  the  17ml 

bayonets  of  the  French  glittering  among  the  foliage  "  like  a 
row  of  icicles  on  a  January  niuruiug.'*  Within  a  iumdred  and 
£fty  yards  of  the  brea^ttwork  of  fallen  trees,  which  had  been 
hastily  thrown  np  for  the  protection  of  the  camp,  the  brave 
baion  halted;  and  this  halt  proved  his  rain.  Immediately 
Johnson's  artiUerj,  under  the  direction  of  Captam  Eyre^  was 
hronght  to  bear  npon  his  colnmns ;  and  the  regulars,  finding 
themselves  deserted  by  the  Oanadiaii  militia  and  their  savage 
allies,  who  had  skulked  to  the  swamps,  took  to  trees,  and  main- 
tained for  some  time  a  scattering  fire  upon  the  flanks  of  the 
Eoglish  with  intermitting  briskness.^  With  bat  a  handful  of 
bis  followers  left»  Dieskan  retired.  A  parfy  from  the  camp, 
jumping  over  the  breastwork,  eagerly  followed ;  and  at  a  short 
distance  the  French  general,  thrice  wounded,  was  seized  as  a 
prisoner.  But  one  Knclish  officer  was  killed  in  this  engage- 
ment—  the  gallant  Titcoiub,  who  had  fought  with  such  bravery 
at  the  si^  of  Louisburg,  and  whose  name  should  be  transmit- 
ted to  posterity  with  honor.  General  Johnson  was  wounded 
at  the  outset,  but  the  wound  was  not  serious ;  and  for  his  ser^ 
▼ices  on  this  occasion,  whfeh  were  perhaps  over^agnified,  he 
received  a  gmtuity  of  Hvo  iliousaud  pounds,  and  the  honors 

*  According  to  the  French  a/y  October  1,  1755.  See  also  Mortimei'l 

counts,  Doc'ts  in  Mim.  Archives,  ix.  Hist,  Eng.  iiL  515,  516. 
241-253,  the  army  of  Dieduu  m-      *  MS.  letters  of  Clarke,  Sept  16, 

jn'strd  in  all  of  3573  men,  viz. :  the  Seth  Pomerov  to  his  wife,  Sept.  20, 

garrison  at  Fort  Frederic,  150 ;  a  and  Perez  Xuursh,  Sept  25,  in  Wil:- 

oorpa  d'obwrfatum,  400$  the  hetta]-  hanis'e  M8&  I  174,  182,  184;  Lett, 

ion  of  the  queen,  1011;  Canadians,  on  Defeat  of  French  at  Lake  Gei^rge, 

1412 ;  and  savages,  600.   Only  one  p.  8 ;  1  M.  H.  ColL  viL  1 12.  Fome- 

tiiifd  of  these  troops  are  said  to  have  roy  says  that,  when  the  Frmch  firat 

been  with  the  boron  when  he  attacked  rushed  towaidi  the  camp,  they  fired 

General  Johnson,   Montreuil,  in  ibid,  impetuously  upon  the  FngHsh,  so  that 

«26a'269,  mye»  an  account  of  the  **  the  hailstones  from  heaven  have  not 

auach  of  Diedoni  aad  the  engage-  been  much  thicker  than  their  bullets 

meoty  m.  k/tttn  dnted  Aitgask  31  imd  came/'  But  Hw  f:n  reness  of  the  Ant  . 

omet  WU4  soon  checked. 
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CHAP,  of  knighthood  were  conferrod  upon  iiim  by  the  king.^  Yet 
^l^^,  to  Lyman  was  doubtless  "chiefly  to  be  aacribed  the  honor  of 
i7«f.  the  -mtoTj"  though  his  name  nakes  but  Utile  dispky  in  tin 
aoooimt  traoBmitted  to  Bngland.' 

But  one  other  project  remains  io  be  noticed*  the  expedi- 
tion aLiaiiist  Nova  Scotia,  pro|x>so<l  by  Massachusetts,  but 
nndertiikeu  and  conducted  at  tiie  expense  oi  the  crown.'  Two 
battalions  were  raised  for  this  service.   The  command  of  the 
first  was  conferred  on  John  Winslow,  of  Maishfield,  great 
grandson  of  Jidwaid  Window,*  who  held  a  oonunissioii  of 
major  general  In  the  nulitia,  and  whose  personal  inflnenoe  and 
popularity  were  so  great  as  to  effect  the  nu8iug  of  two  thou- 
sand men  in  two  mouthd,  to  serve  for  a  year  if  necej<.>^ry.  Of 
the  second  battalion  Colonel  Scott  had  the  command ;  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Monckton,  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  desiguated 
by  the  king  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition.^ 
Maj  as.    The  troops  firom  Maseachasetts  were  embarked  in  May ;  and 
Maysa.  towards  the  last  of  the  month  they  arrived  at  Annapolis^ 
June  1.  whence,  the  week  after,  in  a  tlcct  of  forty-one  ve.-ssels,  tliey  set 
out  for  Chiegnecto,  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  ^^amc  evening 
about  sunset  anchored  hve  miles  from  Fort  Lawrence.  The 
next  day  the  troops  landed ;  and  the  day  after,  at  a  council  of 
JniM  &  war,  it  was  resolved  to  push  on  and  lay  si^  to  Bean^jonr. 
Jiim4.  Captain  Adams,  of  the  first  battalion,  with  sixty  men,  led  the 
advance,  followed  by  Colonel  Moncktoa^  with  abont  three 
hundred  men.    Colonel  Scott,  with  his  battalion,  occupied  tlie 

'  Pouchot*«  Menu.  L  48-54 ;  Uist  MSS.  L  7 1  j  also,  extracts  firom  a  iet- 

efthe  War,  27-^1$  Doa  Hist  N.Y.  terof  Aeknrdtof  tnuleof  July  6,  m 

iL  689-703 ;  Hutchinson,  iiL  35,  36 ;  ibid  72. 

1  M.  H.  ColL  viL  104-109  j  Minot,  L      *  For  his  commission,  dated  Fe\y- 

2ao-2M.  niary  10,  1755,  see  his  MS.  Jourtial, 

•  1  M.  H.  Coll.  ^-ii.  110.  fbl.  3. 

'  Tx'ttcr  of  T.  Kijhinson,  of  June       *  Winslow's  MS.  Joumd.  13; 

21,  1764,  to  Uo%*emor  6liirley,approv-  Jour.  H.  of  R.  of  Mass.  ITaJ-^, 

iBg  the  plans  detailed  m  his  oommum-  817;  Smith't  N.  Y.  il  219,  220} 

cations  of  April  11)  and  May  1,  for  driv-  J.oitt'r  on  Ohio  1  )ffeat,  13 ;  Stirlins^s 

ing  the  French  ^m  the  Kennebec,  Vindication  of  Shirieyi  17|  18}  HiUdk- 

pursuant  to  an  act  pasted  hr  the  a**  insoo,  iiL  27,  2^. 
MMttUy  ofMiMMhMiettM,  m  WS^uufn 
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nest  plaoe ;  and  m  fhe  rear  Oeneral  WtDslxnr  marofaed,  with  osap. 
tii6  rest  of  tbe  tot  battalion.  The  route  lay  over  a  marsh, 

where  the  dikes  had  been  cut  down  ;  so  that  the  progress  of  1766. 
the  troops  was  slow  and  gaarded.    The  bridge  over  the  Mes- 
aa^uche,  the  intervening  river,  had  been  destroyed ;  and  oa 
ita  opposite  bank  the  French  had  a  block  hooee^  and  had  thrown 
«p  a  hreaatwork,  where  fonr  hundred  men  were  stationed.  An 
engagement  enSBod ;  and  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
French  set  the  bloek  house  and  yillage  on  fire.  Poshing  on, 
notwithstanding  the  annoyaiiLC  from  the  musketry  of  the  ene- 
my, the  provincial  troops  gained  the  top  of  the  hill  in  about 
an  hour,  and  halted  for  refreshment.   From  thence,  continu- 
ing their  march,  they  moved  to  within  two  milee  of  the  fort^ 
and,  tanung  to  fhe  right  from  the  main  road,  halted  in  the 
woods.   A.  few  days  after,  General  Window,  wiHi  three  hon-  Jiii»8. 
diuii  men,  advanccii  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  In 
a  short  time  intreuchmentvS  were  opened  upon  the  rock  l)order-  'Jiiii  i2. 
ing  on  iSt*  Omei  's  ;  and  u\  four  days  the  enemy  surrendered —  Jon,  10. 
the  garxiBon  being  aUowed  to  march  out  with  the  honors  of 
war,  and  to  be  transported  to  Louisburg,  with  their  effects,  at. 
the  expense  of  Great  Britain,  on  condition  of  remaining  neu- 
tral for  the  space  of  six  months.    This  capitulation  and  the 
preceding  .•^kirmishe.«i  were  attended  with  the  loss  of  but  three 
men  from  New  h^laud,  none  besides  being  mortally  wounded. 
The  fort  at  Gaspercaux,  on  Bay  Yerte,  surrendered  on  the 
same  terms;  and  Captain  Rous,  with  three  frigates  and  aJan.i& 
aloop,  sailed  to  the  St  John's,  for  the  reduction  of  the  new 
fort  erected  by  tiie  Frendi.  These  sncceases,  at  so  early  a 
stage  of  the  war,  diflu^cd  a  general  joy  through  tlie  colonics, 
and  were  welcomed  as  omens  of  future  good  fortune.* 
The  French  forts  beiii^  subdued,  but  one  quesfcioA  remained 

»  W  lo&low's  Journal,  fok  72-lOG  j  ton,  31S-323  j  Hist  of  the  War,  26, 

BoOm'tletterorMay  4,17d6,inM8.  27;  Bxtnetftom  Letter  of  Ctorenior 

Letters  and  Papere,  1721-1760,  foL  I^awrence  to  Sir  Thomas  Kobiiison, 

1«7,  in  Mri«v«?.  itisf        Tolls.;  \joX-  Jiim>  L'S,  17^6,  k  Mortimer'a  £og. 

tera  and  Meais.  rcladve  Lo  Ca^ie  lire-  iu.  oiii. 
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CHAP,  to  be  decided :  Wliat  shall  be  done  with  the  AcadiaoB,  some 
fliousands  in  number?  The  sitaation  of  this  people  was  pe- 
17M.  ediarly  distroBBing.  Thej  wm  the  eartiert  Boropean  oooo- 

puits  of  the  country,  and  had  dwelt  in  it  now  for  oyer  two 
hundred  yrars.  Froiral  in  their  habits,  and  of  a  mild  disposi- 
tion, their  attcutiou  had  bi)cu  turned  from  hunting  and  fishing, 
the  delight  of  their  ancestors,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil; 
and  by  diligent  effort  they  had  redatmed  from  the  forest  and 
the  ocean  the  fioina  on  whidi  thej  dwelt  By  the  treaty  of 
1713.  Utrecht  they  had  been  brought  nnder  the  dominion  of  Eng. 
land.  But  they  still  loved  the  hmguaore  and  the  usajres  of 
their  fathers,  and  the  religion  of  their  childhood  was  graven 
1713^  upon  their  souls.  For  forty  years  they  were  neglected  by  the 
English ;  and  in  that  time  they  prospered,  and  their  snbstanoe 
increased.  The  crops  from  their  fields  were  exceedmgly  ndi. 
Flodcs  and  herds  grazed  in  the  meadows,  or  roamed  over  tfie 
hills ;  domestic  fowls  abounded ;  and  the  thickly  clustered  vil- 
lage of  neat,  tliatched-roof  cottages  sheltered  a  frugal,  happy- 
people.  The  spinuiug-wheel  and  the  loom  were  busily  plied ; 
and,  from  mom  to  night,  matrons  and  maidens,  yonng  men 
and  their  sires,  toiled  for  the  bread  which  they  ate  in  peaioe. 

This  gentle  people,  distingnished  for  their  benevolence^  were 
known  as  **  tiic  neutral  French/'  because  of  the  obligation  to 
which  they  had  subscribed.  Happy  in  their  seclusion,  they 
conducted  their  affaire  in  the  simplest  manner.  Each  family 
provided  for  its  own  wants.  No  locks  were  needed  for  th^ 
doors,  "  no  tax  gatherer  oonnted  their  folds,  no  magistnfas 
dwelt  in  thdr  hamlets,"  They  were  too  inoffensive  to  require 
the  interference  of  the  arm  of  the  law,  and  their  disputes  were 
amicably  settled  by  their  elders.  Tiic  priest  of  the  parish  was 
their  scribe  and  their  jnd^re.  He  frani(?d  their  laws,  and  drew 
their  wills ;  and  to  him  they  looked  for  advice  and  direction. 
Poverty  was  rare;  early  marriages  were  enoonraged;  and 
&thers  delighted  m  settling  their  children  in  a  cottage  of 
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■  tiieir  own.  liTing  m  lore,  ifaeir  liveB  glided  on  "  like  riven  obap. 
water  the  woodlands,  reflecting  an  image  of  heaven."  ^ 

Since  the  settlement  of  the  English  they  had  been  grievously  1700. 
o]tpressed.  Was  their  property  demanded  for  the  fiublic  ser- 
vice ?  It  must  be  yielded  immediately,  or  "  the  next  courier 
would  bring  an  order  for  military  execution  upon  the  delin- 
qnenta.''  Did  thej  delay  in  bringing  firewood  at  the  bidding  of 
their  masters?  ''If  they  do  not  do  it  in  proper  time,"  was  fho 
harsh  mandate  of  the  governor,  the  soldiers  shall  aheolntely 
take  their  houses  for  fuel."-  From  such  a  spirit,  which  wit- 
nessed without  compuuetion  their  humiliation,  what  could  be 
expected  but  continued  oppression  ? 

Such  being  the  eircomstances  of  the  unfortmiate  Acadiaos,  it 
will  ezdte  little  surprise  to  be  told  that  Lawrence,  the  lientenr 
ant  governor  of  the  province,  and  his  council,  aided  hy  Admi- 
rals Boecawen  and  Mostyn,  and  Belcher,  the  chief  justice^  a 
sou  of  the  former  governor  of  Massachusetts,  determined,  in  Ang.ll. 
accui  iiaace  with  advice  from  England,  procured  at  the  instance 
of  Governor  Shirley,  that  the  people  should  be  driven  from 
the  homes  they  loved,  and  soattered  as  exiles  over  the  whole 
faieadth  of  the  continent.  The  liberty  of  transmigration  was 
lefosed.  They  were  to  be  treated  as  captives ;  and  as  captives 
were  they  to  be  sent  out  to  live  among  the  English.' 

The  execution  of  this  sentence,  so  harsh  and  vindictive,  was 
allotted  to  the  New  England  forces.  Gladly  would  their  com- 
mander, himself  distinguished  for  his  courtesy  and  humanity, 
have  esc^ied  the  unpleasant  and  painful  doty ;  bat  the  rules 
of  war  are  imperative,  and,  whatever  his  own  feelings,  Mr. 
Winslow  was  compelled  to  suppress  them  and  obey.  To  per- 
suade the  Acadians  to  a  voluubiry  exile  was  scon  to  be 
impracticable ;  artilice  must  therefore  be  i^esorted  to,  to  kidnap 

'  Lon<rfollow's  E\un£:  lino.  '  Win<«!ow*8  MS.  Journal,  fols.  159 

*  Wimlow's  M^.  Journal,  fok  151   -163;  Miuot,  L  122  {  U{diburtoii»  L 
-154;  HaUburtoD'8  N.  S.  L  163.  168. 
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CHAP,  and  entrap  them.^   A  geacral  proclainatio&  jordered  all  the 

iw.  all  flie  lads  of  iaa  jm»  of  age,"  io  aflnnible  at  the  chnroli  at 
^  u'd  Grand  Pf6  on  Friday^  at  tliree  o'dock  in  the  afternoon,  then 

Sent*  2. 

and  there  to  hear  liis  maiestv  s  orders  commuuicated  ;  det  lium? 
that  no  excuse  would  be  admitted  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
"on  pain  of  iorfeitiDg  goods  and  chattels  in  default  of  real 
estate.'' s 

Soae,  on  Ihe  reception  of  this  saminons,  fled  to  the  fofeet^ 
and  lurked  on  its  ontskirtB,  with  ominoos  ibrehodli^  of  the 
s&pt  5.  fiite  before  them.  Yet,  on  the  daj  appointed,  fonr  hvndred  and 

eighteen  unarmed  men  gathered  in  the  temple,  which  had  for 
some  time  been  occupied  by  General  Winslow  as  Iub  head  quar- 
ters, while  without,  their  wives,  with  care-worn  looks,  awaited 
the  i»ae  of  the  strange  oonfbreoee.  The  doois  weoe  closed ; 
and  from  the  lips  of  Winslow  tfai^  sentence  was  dowly  but 
firmly  prononnoed.  *'It  is  his  majesty's  orders,** — snch  were 
his  words,  —  "and  they  are  peremptory,  that  tlie  whole  Frcjick 
inhabitants  of  these  districts  be  removed.  Your  lands  and 
tenements,  cattle  of  all  kinds,  and  live  stock  of  all  eortSi  are 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  with  all  your  other  eflfects,  saving  yonr 
money  and  household  goods;  and  yon  yonrselves  are  to  be 
removed  from  this  province.  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  that  yoor  goods  be  secured  to  you,  and  that  yon  are  not 
moh•^tcd  in  carrying  them  off;  al-o,  that  whole  families  shall 
go  in  the  same  vessel,  and  that  this  removal  be  made  vls  easy 
as  his  majesty's  service  will  admit  And  I  hope  that,  In 
whatever  part  of  the  world  yon  may  &U,  yon  may  be  iaithfiii 
Bobjocts,  a  peaceable  and  happy  people.  Meanwhile  yon  axe 
the  king's  prisoners^  and  will  remain  ui  security  nnder  tiie 

'  They  "were  to  be  coUected  by  possible,  according  to  iii.stnicti(m<i. 

ttratagvn  w /one,  w  dmnamn^  Wimlowli  MS.  Journal,  fol.  171. 

might  require ;  and  no  attention  vr^s  "  The  sooner  we  fttrike  the  stroke  tlM 

to  ue  mid  to  remoiuttnmces  or  memo-  better,'*  md  Murray.   Ibid.  172. 

nab  mm  any  detirous  to  stay,  but  *  Winalow's  MS.  JocdimI,  174 1 

twxy  pesnou.  nu  to  be  embarked,  if  Balibtirtoo'a  N.  8.  L  179^  17a 
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iiW|»ectioQ  and  cUrection  of  the  troops  I  have  the  honor  to  chap. 
oommaiid."! 

Idke  a  wliHiri&d  in  the  antoiHD^  hm. 
its  path,  came  Hue  annoimceinent  to  the  fmpriBOued  captives. 

At  first  tliere  was  unbrokeu  gileuce,  as  in  speechless  amazement 
tliey  gazed  upon  each  other's  couiiteuauces ;  then  a  loud  wail 
of  anguish  echoed  through  the  aiaies  and  arches  of  the  building. 
It  ms,  indeed,  a  cniel  sentence ;  justifiable,  perh^  hy  the 
polk(7  of  var,  but  strax^j  at  wianoe  with  the  beaerolent 
spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  Every  heart  adied  in  Grand 
Pr6  that  night,  and  throughout  the  district  of  Hinas  as  the 
intelligence  reached  Uieui  from  the  lips  of  tlie  twenty  who 
were  permitted  to  go  forth.*  No  "angelus  "  sounded  softly  at 
sunset  Tlio  "summer  of  all  Baints"  lost  its  beauty.  Old  men 
looked  sadly  iqion  the  soenes  which  had  so  often  delighted 
flMtt ;  yoong  men  ^oomilj  brooded  oyer  the  fiitore.  Mothers 
clasped  their  little  ones  doeer  in  their  arms ;  maidens  shrank 
timidly  from  the  embraces  of  tlitir  lovers.  Wcii  iiiigiit  they 
utmr  the  complaint  of  MeUbo^us :  — 

"Ed,  unquam  patriot  longo  port  tempore  Sam, 
iWupcrii  ct  tugnri  oongestani  oespito  wilnmi, 
PM  aliq[iio^  ]M»  regna,  vidiDt  minlMr  ai^^ 
fi>fpi^  Imbo  tann  oukft  oonlHi  frf^ff*  hdMbitP 
Buiiuiit  has  aqgetn  P 
Ite  mem,  Ulax  tpumdtm  peeiii»  ite  capeUa. 
Nob  ego  tos  potduuv  Undi  projeottn  b  iBtra^ 
DnnuMa  pendcfo  proeid  de  rape  videbo; 
Quiaba  anUa  ttmm  i  hod,  me  pascente,  capeike, 
nimnlm  qrtimii^  et  Mdiow  eaipelu 

At  the  appointed  day,  the  inhabitants  of  Grand  Pri  met  for  stptio. 
the  last  time — in  all  one  thonsand  nme  hnndred  and  twenty- 
three  souls.*   The  prisoners  in  the  church  were  drawn  up  six 

*  Wimbu*!  Ua  Jmmitl,  178;  *  Virgil,  Eclogue  I 

179;  Minot,L  224-226  sHalibiiitOD's  «  Winslow's  MS.  Journal,  197- 

N.  S.  i.  177  I7n  211,  whtfe  is  a  liBt  of  the  inlmbit- 

'  Wiiuiuw'sMS.  Jounuii  179,  IbO.  ants. 
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CHAP,  deep^  and  the  young  men,  one  hundred  and  fortj-one  in  nun - 
ber,  were  ordered  to  march  first  on  board  the  yeesds.  With 
17M.  frenzied  despair  iliej  refused  to  be  separated  firm 

and  companions ;  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  obedleiioe 

was  enforced.  Women  and  children  knelt  by  the  way  through 
which  they  pappe<l,  sonic  singin^r  the  hymn  of  farewell,  others 
weeing  and  pra}  iii|;r  for  blessings  on  their  heads.  Next  the 
fiithers,  one  hundred  and  nine  in  iiuml>er,  were  commanded  to 
embark ;  and  eighty-nine  obeyed.  Then — most  dreadfoi  of 
all  —  mothers  and  little  ones  were  told  thej  most  wait  imtQ 
fresh  transports  arrived.  I>eoember  came  before  they  lefl; 
but  where  should  llicy  iiud  those  from  whom  they  had  been 
separated  ?  * 

A  laige  number  of  the  miserable  Acadians  in  the  different 
districts  escaped.  The  rest»  seren  thomand  in  nomber,  were 
scattered  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia*  In  the  land  of 
strangers,  with  broken  hearts,  they  were  to  drag  ont  a  wettry 

and  chcerloFS  exislcnoe,  saddened  in  s|iirit  and  bereft  of  hope. 
Never  asrniii  wei-e  they  to  return  to  their  liuines.  Never  a<jriiia 
were  they  to  gaze  upon  the  scenes  which  had  deliglited  thoir 
iufluK^.  Never  again  were  they  to  see  those  who  had  been 
torn  fro!^  th^  until  they  met  them  in  that  land  where  tyranny 
can  no  more  annoy,  and  where  a  more  tolerant  spirit  reigns 
than  on  earth.^ 

•  Winslow's MS. Jourruil,  191-193.  the  south;  but  thev  livf  to  us  now 
"  About  a  thous.ind  of  thc<ic  Aca-  chiefly  in  histnn\  Nirs.  Williamfis,  of 
dians  arri\ed  at  Boston  at  the  o|>etujiK  Connecticut,  has  written  a  touching 
of  winter,  amoiiff  whom  were  ierenu  tale  of  tlicir  Miifcriu^s ;  and  Long;^£l 
apoH  persons,  ^vho  would  have  per-  low's  Evangeline  is  a  li  i  if 'fill  tribute 
ishcd  had  not  senerous  hearts  wci-  to  the  memory  of  this  peoule,  as  hon- 
comed  them  to  tMir  homes.  Tbepio*  omble  to  his  oianeter  m  it  is  eredite- 
vincial  legiNlaturc  did  what  it  could  to  ble  to  the  poetical  genius  of  New 
alleviate  their  sutferingJt.  They  were  land.  Cnmp.  Winslow's  Journal,  }>aiS'- 
pronded  for  like  other  poor,  only  the  mn;  liuicUinson,  iii.  38-42;  Jauriial 
elderly  were  exemptea  fimn  labor.  H.  of  K.  for  1755,  26.5, 285, 318, 456 ; 
"When  they  fomid  there  was  no  hope  ibid,  for  1750.  pp.  G.»,  69,  119.  In  tlie 
of  being  restored  to  their  homefl»  many  Mass.  Archives  arc  two  folio  Tolumes 
went  to  Hispanic^  and  died.  Dis-  of  M8S.  relating  exduihrelf  to  the 
per^eil  tliroii^'liout  the  world,  the  poor  French  iieutraK  ne^ides  a  large  num* 
Acadiam  hec.une  extinct.  A  few  of  hrr  of  other  MSS.  aoatteitd  throt^h 
their  dcsceudanUii  iudeed,  still  live  at   utiier  volumes. 
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CHAPTER  YIII. 

THB  FBSNCH  WAR.  1789-1768. 


Thb  capture  of  tbeFreneh  posts  at  the  easC^  and  the  removal  chap. 

of  the  Acadians,  with  the  defeat  of  Dieskan  by  General  John-  J^JIJ^ 

son,  were  the  decisiTC  accomplishments  of  the  campaign  of  i755. 

Dm* 

1755.    The  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  inefficient  movemeuts 

of  Shirlejr,  were  the  disastrous  rt^ults.    Bat  the  French  were 

still  masters  of  a  laige  share  of  their  old  poets,  and,  by  oease- 

lesB  activity,  were  strengfthemiig  their  garrisons  and  preparing 

for  fatare  hoetiUties.  War,  at  this  time,  had  not  been  formally 

declared  by  Englami  or  France  ;  but  that  event  wa.^  <laily 

expelled,  nor  was  it  long  delayed.'    The  surviving  force  cm-  irae. 

Mat 

plojed  by  the  colonics  in  the  expedition  under  General  John- 
son retomed  before  winter,  except  six  hundred  men  posted  at 
Lake  George,  where  a  wooden  fort,  called  Fort  William  Henry, 
WIS  built,  and  at  Fort  Edward,  near  the  Hudson.  These,  with 

the  garrison  of  seven  hundred  at  Oswego,  where  large  maga- 
zines of  stores  and  provisions  had  l>eea  lodged,  were  the  whole 
Strength  of  the  Engli^'h  upon  the  wf^steni  frouticrs/^  The 
French  had  a  strong  fort  at  Crown  Point,  with  works  at  Ticon- 
deroga;  another  Ibrt  at  Gataraqni,  near  Lake  Ontario,  called 
Fort  Fhmtenae;  and  another  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  called 

•  War  was  dcclarpd  by  England  in  that  the  army  under  General  Johnson 
May,  and  by  France  in  June.  Trtun-  directed  agamst  Crown  Point,  except 
bull  MSS.  I.  102  ;  Hist,  of  the  War,  600,  or  such  ftirtlier  n'lmber  as  should 
44-53 ;  Mortimer's  England,  iii.  53 1  {  be  a^r^  upon,  should  be  discharged ; 
BghhuBf  fi.  896;  l^ranmill's  Connee-  and  thrt  the  mt  of  the  troops  should 
tieut,  li.  e^rnsnn  Fort  Tlflward  an'!  i'  n  t  Wil- 

*  At  a  council  of  war  held  at  Alba-  liaai  lieory.    Moss.  Axchivt»,  Lctp 
ay,  November  20, 1755,  it  was  agreed  ten,  1. 
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CHAP.  Fort  Niagara.*  Still  farther  west  their  posts  extended  in  an 
imbrokeii  line  to  the  banks  of  the  Missisappi ;  and  from  theoee 
to  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  they  held  andispated  sway.  The  pn^ 
pect  of  Bobdning  an  enemy  vhoee  adyantages  were  so  gres^ 
and  who  knew  how  to  improTe  fhem,  was  certainly  not  flatter 
ing ;  nor  did  any  officer  of  experience  entertain  the  idea  li  ai 
tlicy  could  be  easily  conquered,  though  magnificent  plans  of 
operation  were  draughted,  and  a  degree  of  assurance  was  at- 
tempted to  be  kept  op  by  thoae  who  knew  that  hitherto  hot 
little  had  bean  effiwCed,  and  who  eoiid  hm  but  little  enboo^ 
agement  of  sneoeaB  in  the  ftttnie.  Jofanaon  himself  thongh  he 
professed  the  utmost  confidence  that  "  the  ambitious  and  deep- 
laid  schemes  of  the  French  "  v.  uuld  not  only  be  "  frustrated,  bnt 
receive  a  mortal  wound/'  at  the  eame  time  confessed  that^  **  to 
obtain  this  desirable  end,  a  great  expense  for  peirbapa  eone 
yean  will  neoeflsarily  arise ; "  bnt  "the  allentatiTes^"  he  adds, 
"in  my  humble  opinioo,  most  glaringly  desem  it>  and  ti» 
beneficial  consequences  will  abnndantly  repay  it"*  WsD 
1766.  might  the  earthquakes,  which  this  year  shook  the  whole  conn- 

Not.  18. 

No».  1.  try,  the  first  shock  of  which,  on  the  Festival  of  All  Saints, 
destroyed  one  of  the  most  flourishing  cities  of  Europe,  be  re* 
garded  by  the  superstitious  as  an  onunous"  event  The  ags 
of  signs  and  wonders  had  not  ceased ;  and  many  remembani 

Kitt.u:  that  the  Saviour  had  predicted  that "  fiunines,  and  pestilenoM, 
*  and  earthquakes  iu  divers  places,"  should  be  *'  the  bt^imiing 
of  sorrows."  ^ 

0«t9L  Governor  Shirley  left  Oswego  in  October  to  return  to  Mas- 
sachusetts.  Soon  after  his  arriYal  at  Albanj  he  reoeiTed  his 
commission  as  oommandeHn-chief  ;^  and,  by  his  orders^  a  grand 

'  Stirling's  Vindication,  IS}  Ro-  «ette  for  Nov.  21;  Minot's  Mass.  L 

«!»•»  Journal,  10 ;  Willard'a  Lett  in  261,  202;  Mortimt  rs  England,  iil 

1  H.  IL  ColL  tI.  40 ;  ilutdiinsoD,  iii.  620 ;  JLord  Xiahon's  Kngbnd,  L  30^ 
42 ;  Minot,  L  258.  -807. 

*  Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y.  ii.  673.  *  Official  notice  of  the  appointnu  nt 

'  MS.  Sermonn,  in  the  nosscjwion  of  Oovomor  Shirley  as  commander- 

of  the  autliorj  Prince's,  Alayhew's,  iu-claef  was  made  August  2S, 

and  Wmthrop'sLecUuMi  BotUm  Oft-  Letter  of  T.  RoUmod,  in  TnunboU 
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cengreaB  of  governors  and  fidd  offioeors  ma  ooDrened  at  New  chap. 
York,  whkh  oantinned  in  seaaion  two  days.  AX  iiiis  congress 
were  present   his  KxceUencjr  General  Shirlej,  eonunandeMo-  ijn, 

chief  of  all  his  majej^h^'s  forces  in  North  America ;  his  Excel- 
lency  Sir  Charlci  Hardy,  kniglit,  governor  and  couiinandcr-in- 
chief  of  the  Provmoe  of  New  York ;  the  Hon.  Horatio  Shai*pe, 
lieutenant  goremor  and  commandeT'loechief  of  the  PrOTinoe  of 
Maryland  ;  the  Hon.  Bobert  Hunter  Morris^  lieutenant  gOT- 
emor  and  oonunander-in-chief  of  the  Prorinoe  of  Pennsylvania ; 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Fitcb,  governor  and  oommaader-in-ohief  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut ;  and  of  tiic  field  officers,  Colonela 
Thomaii  Dunbar  and  Peter  Schuyler,  Majors  Cliarles  Craven 
and  John  Butherford,  and  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  deputy  quarter- 
master gsnecaL"  ^ 

The  ooaferenoe  was  opened  by  Govenior  Shirley,  who  laid 
befbre  the  eonncil  the  Icing's  instmotions  to  General  Braddodk. 
Shirley's  plan  of  operations  was  characteristic  of  the  man,  and 
was  framed  on  the  friLiiutic  scale  which  distinguished  all  his 
schemes.  After  remarking,  as  a  prelimmary,  upon  the  position 
and  character  of  the  prominent  posts,  he  added,  "  tliat  the 
French  settlements  at  the  moath  of  the  Mississippi  famished 
these  nortiliem  garrisons  neither  with  provisions  nor  stores^ 
being  not  only  at  two  thonsand  miles'  distance  from  any  of 
them,  but  embarrassed  with  insuperable  dilliculties.  by  a  lalxh 
rious  navigation  against  a  rapid  stream  ; and  hence  that, 
**  could  the  French  be  dislodged  from  Froutenac,  and  the  little 
fort  at  Toronto^  and  th^  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  obstruotr 
ed,  all  their  other  forts  and  settlements  on  the  Ohio  and  the 
western  lakes  were  deprived  of  th^  support  from  Canada, 
and  must  ere  long  be  evacuated."* 

M8S.  i.  107.  At  the  instance  of  of  Governor  Shirley,  of  Oct  15, 1755, 
HutdliliMnt  an  address  was  sent  to  in  ^fass.  Arthivcs ;  Stirling's  Vindi- 
th»^  ff'ivemor  from  the  l^slature  of  mtion.  '1 ;  1  M.  H.  Coll.  vii.  127, 
MnKsichiisetts,  November  6,  oonffiat-  iiil ;  Jounial  H.  of  R,  of  Maj*8.  for 
nkting  him  npmi  his  promotion,  fcm-    1755, 2 1 3, 2 14 ;  Smith's  N.  Y.  it  234. 


TrumbuUMSS.L112}MS.Lctt.  ILColLviL  132. 
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CHAP.  Impressed  with  the  correctness  of  these  views,  and  tired 
with  the  hope  of  retrieving  past  failures,  he  propoeed  that  five 
m  ihoiiaand  mea  should  be  assembled  earlj  at  Oswego,  and  thai 
four  fhoDsand  of  them  should  be  sent  to  attack  Fort  Fronteoae^ 
and  La  Ckdiette,  upon  the  Iroqnols.  Upon  the  rednction  of 
tliosc  places,  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  upon  the  forts  at  Ni- 
agara, Prcsqu'Isle.  Riviere  aux  Boeufs,  Detroit,  and  Michili- 
mackinacj  and  in  tlie  mean  time  three  thousand  inovincials 
were  to  inarch  from  Will's  Creek  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Da 
Qaesne.  A  body  of  six  thousand  troops  was  likewise  to  pro- 
ceed to  Grown  Point,  build  a  fort,  and  launch  Tessels  In  Lake 
Ohamplain  ;  and,  that  the  forces  of  Canada  might  be  still  fur- 
ther divided,  two  thousand  men  were  to  ravage  the  Kenneht^, 
fall  upon  the  settlements  adjoining  the  Chaudiere,  and  pmcoed 
to  its  mouth,  within  tliree  miles  of  Quebec.  Thence,  dividing 
into  small  parties  along  the  banks  of  the  St*  Lawrence,  they 
were  to  destroy  the  scattered  settlements  in  their  path,  and 
spread  desolation  wherever  they  went. 

It  the  ittenipts  upon  Crown  Point  and  the  fort^  uytou  the 
lakes  and  the  Ohio  River  were  not  simultaneously  prosecuted, 
he  observed,  perilous,  if  not  fatal,  consequences  might  ensue ; 
and  if,  in  particular,  no  attempt  was  made  against  Crown 
Point,  which  was  the  stronghold  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  force 
of  Canada  would  march  to  oppose  the  English,  which  would 
defeat  Uieir  design,  and  require  so  large  a  body  of  troops  for 
the  war  as  to  render  the  tranpiiortation  of  suppli(?s  to  Oavvego 
impracticable.  So  numercMis  an  army  miglit  aim  march  agaiust 
Albany  as  eficctually  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  provincials, 
or,  at  least,  totally  obstruct  their  supplies*  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  whole  strength  of  the  army  be  destined  for  Crown 
Point,  and  the  western  operations  be  neglected,  Oswego,  the 
grand  object  of  the  French,  would  be  in  the  utmo?t  danger  of 
falling  into  their  hands.  This  ii  reparable  loss  would  be  at 
tended  with  the  loss  of  the  whole  country  to  Albany,  with 
that  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  French  would  aoquure  an 
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abgolote  dombuoA  o&  (lie  lakes  and  the  whole  floatfaem  chap. 

country.* 

Theg©  plans,  urged  witli  his  u^ual  subtlety  and  eloquence,  1766. 
were,  in  the  main,  approved  by  the  congress.  The  council 
adviaed  that  orders  should  be  giyen  for  boildlDg  immediateljr 
tiiree  or  foor  Teasels  at  Osw^ ;  thej  were  of  opinion  that  ten 
thoiifland  men  were  necesBary  for  the  Grown  Point  expedition, 
and  Btz  thousand  for  that  on  Lake  Ontario  ;  the  attempt 
a^inf»t  Fort  Du  Qucsnc  by  the  west-em  J^(l^  ernmontj?,  it  was 
thought,  would  answer  a  good  purpose,  especially  in  securing 
the  fidelity  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  feint  against  Quebec  was 
approTed,  if  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  other  expeditions. 
The  operations  upon  Lake  Ontario,  it  was  oonceiTed,  should 
begin  with  the  attack  on  Frontenae ;  and  to  aoeomplish  all 
these  |Hi[  [inHe8.  an  additional  number  of  r(^lar  troops  v>  aH 
adjudged  to  be  necessary, "  for  eflectually  recovering  and  secur- 
ing his  majesty's  rights  and  domixdons  on  the  continent."  * 

It  was  the  intention  of  Govemor  Shirley,  and  part  of  his 
phin  formally  stated  at  the  time^  to  prosecute  a  winter's  expe- 
dition against  Ticonderoga ;  but  frost  and  snow,  necessary  for 
the  transport^ition  of  tlie  store;?,  failing  to  ap{)ear,  the  enterprise 
was  al.iiiidoued  ;  and,  leaving  New  York,  lie  returned  to  Bos-  1756. 
ton,  where  he  wa^  received  witii  public  demonstrations  of  Jmnlao^ 
respect  from  the  military  and  both  branches  of  the  legislatare ; 
and  a  splendid  banquet  was  provided  for  his  entertainment,  at 
the  instance  of  his  friends,  which  was  made  the  more  ostenta- 
tious from  a  desire  to  eclipse  New  York  in  its  honors  conferred 
upon  General  Johnson,  between  whom  and  Shirley  a  coolness 
had  already  sprung  up.^ 


^  Journal  of  H.  of  R.  for  IVSI-O, 
845,  462,  497,  498 ;  Stirling's  Vindi- 
cation, 55,  56 ;  1  M.  H-  ColL  vii.  131- 
133 ;  Parson"",  life  of  Pepperrell,  288. 

«  Trumbull  MSS.  i.  113;  Stirling's 
Yiodicatioo,  66;  1  M.  H.  ColL  m 
133^184. 

YOL.  II«  14 


*  Journal  of  H.  of  R,  of  Mass.  for 
1756,  295,  298;  Smith's  N.  Y.  ii.  224 
-226 ;  Sthling's  Vindication,  53 ;  Ro- 
gers's Journal,  13;  1  M.  H.  CoU.  ti. 
40.  and  vii.  134;  PaiMHUb  Li&  of 
Pepperrell,  288,  289. 
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CHAP.    Shortly  after  his  arrival,  the  legislature  of  the  proTinoe 

^^1^^  being  in  session,  applicution  was  made  bv  Governor  Shirlw  for 
1756.  men  and  munitions  to  carry  out  tlie  plans  ptojccted  at  Albany. 
The  province  ])leaded  poverty  j  but  the  governor,  ia  reply, 
urged  that  their  furnishing  a  quota  of  men  for  the  service  would 
probably  free  them  from  the  burden  of  f utore  taxes,  as  it  would 
remove  the  enemy,  which  rendered  them  necessary,  and  would 
be  an  inducement  to  the  crown  to  remunerate  them  for  what 
had  been  already  expended.  To  oVniaU'  flie  objwtion  ol  pov- 
erty, he  offered  to  loan  the  governmeut  thirty  thoui?and  pounds 
Sterling  oat  of  the  moneys  committed  to  him  for  the  payment 
of  the  troops,  but  with  the  proviso  that  an  act  should  be  passed 
for  levying  a  tax,  m  the  two  succeeding  years,  of  an  equal 
amount,  as  collateral  security. 

The  plea  of  poverty  urged  by  the  province  was  doubtless  a 
political  pretence ;  for  the  credit  of  the  government  was  good, 
and  funds  could  have  been  easily  procured  to  meet  any  exi- 
gency, had  the  disposition  existed.  The  offer  of  Mr.  Shirley 
was  equally  politic,  and  it  answered  his  purpose  ;  for  many  of 
the  asaembly,  glad  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  their  dioul- 
dor«5  to  his,  favored  his  proposal,  especially  as  tliey  were  led  to 
believe  that  the  action  of  Farliauient  wonld  indemnify  them 
against  actual  loss.  Hence  resolutions  were  passed  "  for  raia- 
uig  three  thousand  men,  in  order  to  remove  the  encroachments 
of  the  French  from  his  miyesfy'^s  territories  at  or  near  Crown 
Point,  in  humble  confidence  that  his  majesty  will  hereafter  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  orders  for  defraying  the  expense  of 
this  expedition,  and  for  establishing  such  garrisons  as  may  be 
needed  in  order  to  maintain  the  |K)sses.^ioa  of  the  country.*'  ^ 
At  the  same  time  it  was  intimated  to  his  excellency,  that  it 
would  encourage  men  to  enlist  in  the  service  if  the  chief  com- 

*  letter  of  Hatch  11,  1756,  in  Stirfins's  Vindieatioii^  62-69;  Wil- 

Mass.  Archives,  Letters,  fol.  141  ;  lard's  Letter,  in  1  M.  H.  Coll.  vi.  40, 

Mass.  Rcc's ;  Journal  of  II.  of  R.  for  and  Bo!lan*s  Mem.  in  ibid.  47 ;  Hufch- 

1766-56,  a09,  ail,  aa2,  aad,  338;  tnson,  ill  46,  46;  Minot,  i.  2()7-27a 
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mand  was  conferred  uj ir>n  a  resident  of  the  province  ;  and  this  chap. 
intimation  was  the  more  pleasing  to  him,  inasmuch  as  he  could,  J^^^ 
withoat  being  accused  of  inteatioiiaL  disroGpect,  decline  making  17M. 
the  offer  to  General  Jobnaon,  whose  Tiews  be  was  reaolred  to 
thwart^  if  possible.  Acoordingly,  in  Febmaiy,  be  offered  tiie  M. 
conunand  to  Sii*  William  Pepperrell,  knowing  his  popularity 
wilh  the  people  ;  but,  having  by  this  means  secured  that  gen- 
tleman'? voie  ibr  tlic  passage  of  his  favorite  measures,  on  the 
pretence  that  his  arh  ices  from  England  compelled  him  to  the 
cbaiige,  be  altered  bis  mind,  and  conferred  tbe  appointment  on 
General  Winslow,  an  officer  of  bigb  standing  and  distingoisbed  i& 
abiCties.! 

Parliament,  in  the  mean  time,  was  not  inattentive  to  the  con-  Feb.  2. 
dition  of  the  colonies ;  and,  as  a  measure  of  temporary  expe- 
diency, not  of  permanent  policy,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoneand  poands  were  granted,  and  forwarded  to  America,  aa  Avg.snL 
a  reward  for  tbe  terrices  of  tbe  troops  for  the  past  year.  Of 
tbis  snm  there  were  paid  to  Massachnsetts  fifty-four  thousand 
pounds ;  to  Connecticut,  twcuty-six  tliousand  ;  and  to  New 
York,  fifteen  tliuur-and  ;  the  remaining  twenty-four  thousand 
hcing  apportioned  to  the  other  colonies.*  The  next  measure 
of  tbe  govemment  wore  a  less  favorable  aspect.  Tbe  plan  of 
military  dictatorship,  which  for  nearly  sixty  years  bad  been  1697 
usisted  upon  as  indispensable  to  systematize  (he  management  im. 
of  colonial  affairs,  and  repress  the  insnbordinate  spirit  which, 
it  was  allepred,  existed  in  every  province,  was  now  revived  and 
carried  into  effect.^    Mr.  Shirley,  in  his  eagerness  to  forward 
his  own  interests,  had  bo  far  disregarded  the  feelings  of  others 
as  to  have  raised  many  enemies  in  different  parts  of  the  conn- 
tiy ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  treated  both  dvil  and 

'  Winslow's  MS.  Journal  for  1756,      »  Journal  II.  of  R.  for  1756,  p.  74; 

fol  I ;  Mxss.  Rec'8 ;  Stirlinff's  Vin-  Trumbull  MSS.  i.  1 11 ;  M  iss.  Arch, 

dicauon,  05,  70  ;  Journal  11.  of  R.  Letters,  fol.  162 Minot,  i.  288;  Ban- 

iir  1755-56,  387,  428;  WinaWf  eroft,  iv.  227. 
Lett  in  1  M.  H.  Coll,  vi.  34  ;  Mlnot,       '  Doc.  Mist  X.  Y. ;  Chalmers, 

I  265,  273 ;  Fanoiu,  Life  of  Pepper^  volt,  L  2^9  i  fiaocroa,  iv.  227, 22a 
tell,  289. 
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CHAP,  military  officers  had  led  to  complaints  which  reached  the  cars 
^^^3^  of  Km  eraploycrs  in  England.*  His  service.-  in  hohalf  of  the 
1766.  crowD,  it  was  intimated,  had  been  greatly  overnsitimated,  aad 
tiiat  be  was  iacking  in  efficiency  in  the  proeecntlon  of  his 
Bcbemesy  and  in  <he  nrbanitry  neceasaiy  to  constitate  a  sacoW' 
M  oommander.  No  one,  perhaps,  on  this  dde  the  AtlantiG^ 
expected  to  succeed  him  in  tlie  command,  nor  does  any  one 
appear  to  have  been  recommended  for  that  purpose.  Hence 
these  comphiints  carried  the  more  weight  i  and,  at  the  instance 
MiMb.  of  Cumberland  and  Fox,  Mr.  Shirley  was  displaced,  and  the 
Serl  of  Loadoon,  the  friend  of  TTAlifky^  aod  an  earnest  ad* 
Tocate  of  the  sabordination  of  the  eoionieB^  was  appointed 
gOTomor  of  Virginia,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
throughout  the  British  continental  provinces  in  Americ-a,  with 
powers  superior  to  and  independent  of  the  other  provindai 
gOYemors.^ 

Nor  did  the  gOTemment  stop  here ;  for,  during  the  seseion 
of  1766,  the  anthority  of  Parliament  over  American  afialis  was 
flignelly  extended.  By  different  acts,  approved  by  the  king, 
foreign  rruluiitants  might  be  employed      engineers  and  o&r 


*  In  the  Williams  MSS.  i.  2o6,  is  self  liave  so  placed  him,  that  I  have 

a  Ten'  severe  letter  from  William  no  occasion  nor  inclinatioD  to  dislodge 

Williamis  dated  AUmy,  September  him.  I  wish  hii  idokten  bwl  wem 

13,  17.36,  reflectinfjf  upon  the  conduct  their  mistaken  worship  sooner;  nor 

of  Shirley,  in  which  he  aHh  him  the  do  I  wish  any  of  them  so  bad  a  hcU 

**  IfMHienuietto  Uagon."  **]llanyare  as  Mr.  8.  mutt  bear  in  lus  miaiL" 

tlie  conjectures,"  says  he,  "  what  will  Without  doubt  souk?  allow-ince  is  to 

become  of  him.   Some  are  apprehen-  he  made  here  for  Uie  wamith  of  the 

sive  he  is  in  Huch  i^iituatiua  tlial  he  will  writer ;  yet  this  is  but  a  specimen  ni 

fiill  upon  his  face,  and  only  a  ttump  numerous  letteia  Ihave  seen,  all  more 

will  be  left    Others,  to  prevent  him  or  less  severe,  and  proving  that  the 

that  honor,  are  for  serving  him  by  a  feeling  against  the  oommander-in- 

lialter,  so  tint  be  shall  not  hate  an  diief  mm  not  eoaftMd  to  a  few  pep> 

opportunity  of  ending  his  feats  and  sons,  nor  to  those  only  who  cotila  be 

life  in  i^o  honorable  a  manner.    This  suspected  of  sinister  motives  in  tiieir 

piece  of  paner  would  not  cuutaiu  the  opposition. 

needs  or  tne  sentences  pronomioed  *  Trumlmll  MSS.  L  114-llS,Leto 

against  him  by  all  orders*  and  degrees  ters  of  Vox  of  March  13,  1756,  and 

or           In  thori,  your  Dagon  is  of  Haiiiux  of  Mav  1 1 }  Doc  li. 

looked  npon  as  meaner  and  Tiler  than  T.  8.710;  lM.H.Co1Lm  134^135^ 

the  mean  pn'nce  of  the  power  of  the  145}  FsiWDlrljfeof  PqipctldlM. 
air.  Men  of  superior  genius  to  nj- 
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ten  to  enlisit  a  n^giment  of  aliens ;  indented  semnts  might  be  chaf. 
accepted  as  soldiers,  and  their  masters  compensated  hj  the  sev- 
oal  assemblies ;  Tolttnteera  were  freed  from  the  process  of  law  17M. 

for  petty  debts ;  'the  naval  code  of  England  was  extended  to 
all  persons  employed  in  the  king's  service  "  upon  the  lakes  or 
rivers  iu  North  America  ; "  and  each  northern  province  was 
forbidden  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  — ■  the  management 
of  Indian  afEsdrs  being  intmsted  ezclosively  to  Sir  William 
Johnson,  with  no  snbordinatioQ  bat  to  Londoon.  It  was 
useless  for  Massadrasetts  to  object  to  either  of  these  meas- 
ore?.  Whether  acceptable  or  uot,  they  were  to  be  carried 
iiuo  ctfect  j  and  an  army  was  raised  without  their  approval ; 
taxes  were  levied  without  their  consent ;  and  martial  law  was 
extended  to  all  the  settlements.  Yet  snch  was  the  posture  of 
public  alfoirs^and  msAi  was  the  necessity  for  overlooking  minor 
evils  whoee  harden  was  not  pressingly  felt,  that  the  provincial 
governnieiit  j»oaccfully  submitted  to  these  innovations,  and  cou- 
tcnt/^-d  simply  with  cxpressin*,^  it.s  disaatiolaction  in  terms 

of  the  utmost  courtesy  and  propriety.' 

Before  the  arrival  of  tlie  intelligence  of  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Shirley,  that  gentleman  had  left  Boston  for  Albany,  and  soon  Apr.  SL 
alter  a  oooncil  of  war  was  held  to  consider  the  measores  which  lUySS. 
were  neoeesary  to  be  taken.  The  preparattons  for  the  western 
e.xpeiliiion  wore  sotuewhat  extensive.  The  naval  Ibrec  upon 
tliC  lake  consisted  of  two  sloops  of  ten  carriage  guns  each,  and 
two  row  galleys  of  ten  swivels  each ;  and  three  other  vessels, 
a  "snow''  of  eighteen  carriage  gnns  and  twenty  swivels,  a  brig- 
antine  of  fimrteen  carriage  gnns  and  twelve  swivels^  and  a 


'  Acts,  &C.,  29  Geo.  U.  chaps,  v. 
xxxT.  xxxrit. ;  Trumbull  MSS.  l  9S  ; 
Journal  H.  of  11.  for  17.-G.  S2 ;  Bol- 
hn'ft  Letters;  Chalmers,  Revolt,  ii. 
281 ;  Minot,  i.  275-280 ;  Bancroft, 
rr,  231,  232.  The  pro]  ^mls  for  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  wluu  I,<ird  Lou- 
doun took  the  oommond,  are  said  to 
taTB  bwn  ttowm  at  whan  Bnnddock 


tras  sent  over,  viz. :  that  the  provincea 
■hould  not  only  bear  the  expenaes  of 

the  troops  they  raised  for  their  own 
defence,  but  iihould  likewise  supply  at 
their  expen.«te  the  reguhr  troops  srat 
for  th(  ir  protection  with  provisions. 
Ixmdoiin's  Communication  of  Feb. 
1757,  in  Wiiiiama't  MSS.  iL  6. 
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CHAP,  sloop  of  six  carriage  guna,  were  building.  Besides  those,  ihero 
were  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  whale  1  onf  :^  upon  the  lake, 
17M.  each  <»pabl6  of  contaiiiiDg  sixteen  nieii.  The  land  foroee,  tiiea 
at  Oawego  and  the  waj  stations^  or  on  fheur  mareh  fliitfaer, 
were  his  own  and  Pcpperreirs  r^ments,  with  the  regiment 
raised  and  supported  by  New  Jersey,  the  four  indepenileut 
comjxinies  of  New  York,  and  the  four  provincial  eomiiaijie^s  of 
North  Carolina  —  in  all  about  two  tliou>and  men.  Of  these, 
one  hundred  and  fi%  were  to  be  stationed  at  the  magaane  of 
stores  and  proTisiona  at  the  Canajoharie  Falla,  about  tfairty-fiTe 
miles  from  Schenectady ;  and  a  like  number  at  the  German 
Flats,  to  secure  another  magazine,  guard  the  portage,  and  con- 
vey the  provisions  through  Wood  Creek  ;  at  the  Om  id  i  ( ar- 
rying  place  two  hundred  men  were  to  be  left ;  and  at  the  fulU 
near  Oswego  a  fort  was  to  be  built  and  a  garrison  of  forty 
men  established ;  while  four  companies,  of  sixty  privates  eadi, 
were  to  be  raised  to  scout  along  the  route^  and  harasa  the 
French  settlements  between  Frontenac  and  Montreal.  For 
the  northern  expedition,  tlie  New  England  colonies  had  vuicd 
to  raise  nearly  eighty-ciglit  hundred  men,  includiuLT  the  officers 
and  garrisons  at  Forts  IMward  and  ^yiliiam  Heury  ;  and  to 
these  such  Indians  as  could  be  mustered  were  to  be  joined,  to 
harass  the  enemy  upon  Lake  Ohamplain,  and  procure  intelli- 
gence  of  their  motions  in  Canada.^ 
Such  were  the  movements  on  foot,  and  such  were  fhe  plans 
Jim.  26.  of  General  Shirley  at  the  time  he  was  displaced.  While  at 
Jun.29.  New  i  ork  he  received  despatches  from  Mr.  i  ox,  the  secretary 
Mar  13  of  state,  signifying  his  miges^'s  pleasure  that  he  should  return 
to  England,  as  his  presence  might  be  necessary  to  consult 
upon  measures  for  the  conduct  of  the  war."  Lord  Loudoun  was 
expected  to  leave  soon,  to  take  the  command  of  his  majesty's 
forces  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  that  charge  was  devolved  <>a 
Jus.  16.  General  Abercrombie,  who  arrived  with  Otway's  and  the 

•  Stirling's  Vindication,  13,41,57,   H.  ColL  ti.  34,  and  viL  146-149; 
75*  7e,  19, 90k  94 1  Window,  IB  IM.  Letter  on  the  Ohio  Defett^  14. 
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Hij^hland  repmcnts  of  nine  hundred  mcn.^    But  the  season  chap. 
was  fs&t  wearing  awaj,  and  nothing  had  been  done.  Lord 
Londottn  did  not  leave  Eneland  until  the  niiddle  of  May,  nor  nsd. 

Mav  17 

did  the  cannon  for  Lake  Ontario  arrive  untii  a  later  date.  a«8.  ' 
Well  miglit  l^arpe,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Maryland,  ez- 
daim,  **  We  shall  have  good  reason  to  sing  Te  Deum,  at  the 

conchision  of  this  campaign,  if  matters  are  not  then  in  a  worse 
situation  than  they  are  at  present."  ^ 

Matters  were  in  a  worse  situation;  for  the  disasters  and 
reverses  of  the  Isampaign  of  1756  were  greater,  if  possible,  than 
those  of  the  prerions  year.  At  the  outset^  an  incident  oe- 
enrred  which  came  near  threatening  serions  consequences. 
General  Abercrombie,  soon  after  taking  his  command,  asked 
General  Winslow.  who  was  ju&t  leaving  Albany  with  about  July  15 
aevod  thousand  men,  "  What  effect  the  junction  of  his  majesty's 
forces  would  have  with  the  provincials,  if  ordered  to  join  them 
k  their  intended  expedition  To  which,  after  oonsnltation  Juijss. 
with  his  oflicers,  he  retried,  that  "he  should  be  extremely 
pleased  if  snch  a  junction  conld  be  made,  and  that  he  was 
under  the  immediate  conmiand  of  the  commander-in-chief;  hut 
apprehended  tliat  if,  by  this  jnnction,  the  pro\inrial  offi('(>rs 
were  to  lose  their  command,  as  the  men  wei*e  raised  immediately 
under  them  by  the  several  governments,  it  would  cause  almost 
an  miivetsal  discontent,  if  not  desertion.''  After  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Londoon,'  a  similar  question  was  asked,  and  the  same  Aug.  4. 
answer  was  returned.  The  provincial  officers  imanimously 
signified  their  willingness  to  "  submit  to  liim  in  all  dutiful 
obedience,  and  their  readiness  and  willingness  to  act  in  con- 
jmiction  with  his  nujesty's  troops,  and  pat  themselves  under 

*  Journal  H.  of  J{.  for  HoB,  106;  ncdc  Shirley.  Mortimet's  Englaa^ 

Stirling's  Vindication,  dB;  liogcrs's  iiL  529. 
Journal,  22,  23 ;  1  M.  H.  Cofl.  tS.      *  Quoted  in  Bancroft,  fr.  295. 
150  ;  Smith's  N.  Y.  ii.  234 ;  Hutch-      '  The  Earl  of  Loudoiin  arrived  at 

inson,  iii.  47 ;  Minot,  i.  275.    AHer-  Alhany  July  23.  Mortimer's 

crombie  was  despatched  from  En^  Enxlaiid,  iii.  02'J ;  bmitii'a  N.  i  .  u. 

haA  in  the  bqjinning  of  Mixch,  wim  235. 
t«o  feginienti»  with  ocdeiB  to  lupei^ 


S16 


IFFAIBB  AT  OSWIOO. 


CHAP,  his  command  as  his  majesty's  commander-in-chief  of  all  his 

J^JI^  forces  in  North  Anioriea  ;  hui  as  the  troop?,  raised  hy  the  ^^r- 
17M.  eral  colomea  and  provinces  in  New  Euglaud,  had  been  raised 
tiuB  year  on  particular  terms,  and  had  proceeded  to  act  thia 
&r  under  that  form,  tbey  humbljr  bagged  it  as  a  fiiTor  of  Im 
lordship  to  let  fhoee  troops  act  separate^  as  far  as  was  oonsisfr 
ent  with  laa  majesty's  service."  With  this  reply  his  exoelleiM^ 
seeiiied  satisfied,  the  point  was  not  pressed  furtlier,  and  the 
separate  operation  of  the  troops  was  permitted.^ 

Jsly  12.  Meanwhile  intelligence  reached  Albany  of  the  threatening 
aspect  of  affiedrs  at  Oswego.  Colonel  John  Bradstreet  had 
thrown  into  the  fort  proyisions  for  five  or  six  months»  and  a 
great  quantity  of  stores ;  and,  hastening  eastward  for  addi> 

Julys,  tional  troops,  skirmishing  by  the  way,  he  brought  word  that 
the  French  army,  nunilteriug  twelve  hundred  men,  was  in 
motion  to  attack  the  place.  Colonel  Webb,  witli  the  fortf- 
fourth  regiment,  was  ordered  to  its  relief;  but  notliing  was 

JttD.  98.  done.  Shirley  himself  had  urged  the  necessity  of  this  measnre 
some  days  before,  bnt  the  mind  of  Abercrombie  was  otherwise 
occupied.  The  moYements  of  Londoun  were  equally  dilatory ; 
aiid  Oswego  fell." 

All  through  the  season  the  Frencli  had  Ijcen  active  ;  and 
neither  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  nor  the  apprehension  of 
danger  availed  to  deter  them  from  prosecuting  their  designs: 

Mtf  .  17.  At  spring  dawn,  while  the  sides  of  the  mountains  were  yet  dad 
with  ice,  De  Lery,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  men,  aet  out 
for  Montreal,  penetrated  to  Fort  Bull  at  the  Oneida  portage, 
took  it  after  a  short  struggle,  and  returned  with  thirty  prison- 


'  Wlnslow's  MS.  Journal,  ii.  349 
et  seq.,  and  iiL  1  M.  H. 

GolL  VL  ;  Letters  of  J.  Dwight, 
of  Julv  26,  1756,  and  Aug.  16,  in 
Willbms's  MSS.  L  237,  24 1  ;  1  M. 
H.  Coll.  vU.  157  ;  Letter  oa  Ohio  Dts- 
ftat,  7-9 ;  Stirling's  Vindication,  96, 
97  ;  nuilnu  rs,  Revolt,  ii.  305 ;  Mi- 
not,  L  283,  281.   The  difficulty  al- 


luded to  In  the  text  waa  not  the  only 
one  which  ])revaile(l,  for  there  «m  ft 
dispute  among  the  pronncul  ofBccn 
themsclvefl  relative  to  their  rank. 
l.vit'  T  "fTliO"^.  WHHams  of  July  21, 
iii  \S  uiiams'b  MSS.  i.  238. 

•  Stirling's  Vindication,  99;  U'\^ 
of  the  War.  107-109}  1  M.  U.  CoU. 
m  166,  167. 
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ers.^   The  Marquis  de  Montcalm  had  hy  this  time  reached  chap. 
Quebeo,  with  De  Levia,  Boarlama^Qe,  and  otiiar  ofljben  of  his 
staff.  HanyiDg  thenoe  to^  Fort  GariUon,  at  Tioonderoga,  hia  itml 
praetiaed  eje  raa  over  the  defences,  orders  for  atrengtheoiog 

them  were  issued,  and  he  was  ready  for  Oswego.  Collecting 
at  M(Mitieal  thi'cc  regiments  froui  Quebec,  he  set  out  for  Fort 
Fronteuac ;  and,  posting  five  hundred  men,  under  I>e  Villiers, 
beneath  the  shelter  of  a  dense  thicketi  near  the  month  of  Sandj 
Creek,  whence  he  conld  intercut  snpplies  for  Osw^,  he  em- 
barked for  Niagara,  and  the  same  evening  anchored  in  Sack-  Avg^ft. 
ett^  Harbor.  A  week  later  Oswego  was  invested ;  and  the  Aug.n 
next  day  the  gallant  Mercer  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  uud  Aug.is. 
a  breach  was  made  in  the  walls.  In  two  days  the  place  was  Aug.16. 
taken ;  the  regiments  of  Shirley  and  jPepperreU  capitulated  ; 
the  forts  were  razed,  and  Oswego  was  a  solitnde.  The  joy  of 
the  Canadians  yented  itself  in  extravagant  ecstasies ;  the  mis- 
sionaries planted  a  cross,  on  which  was  inscribed, "  This  is  the 
banner  of  victory and  by  its  side  rose  a  pillar,  with  the  arms 
of  France,  aad  the  inscription,  "Bring  lilies  with  full  hands."* 
"  Oswego  is  lost  —  lost,  perhaj«,  forever  1 "  was  the  despair- 
ing exclamation  of  the  English.  "  Would  to  God  this  was  all, 
and  we  had  nothing  more  to  apprehend  I  The  French  can 
now,  with  the  utmost  fadHty,  secure  the  inland  country,  and 
confine  ns  to  the  very  hrinks  of  the  ocean ;  a  free  communica- 
tion is  opened  between  Can  ul  i  uud  Louisiana,  and  all  our 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  totally  r&jcindcd."^  This  heavy 
disaster  filled  the  army  with  consternation,  and  every  plan  of 
offensive  operations  was  immediately  reUnqnished.  The  orders 
to  General  Winsbw  to  march  to  Ticonderoga  were  eonnt6^  Aag JOi 

'  Pouchot'ft  Mems.  L  67  ;  Stirling's  ill ;  Minot,  I  285  j  Smith's  N".  Y.  iL 

Viii.K-ntian,  76;  Warburton's  Con-  239,240;  Bancroft,  i v.  237-239. 

^ue»t  of  Cknada,  iL  43.  '  Winsiow's  MS.  Journal,  iiL  41, 

*  Jouniil  H.  oT  R  for  1756, 157,  42,  55,  56, 65,  86 ;  RogenPs  Jonmal, 

164,  172;  Window's  MS.  Journal,  33,  34, 37 ;  Wiivlow.  in  1  M.  II.  full. 

iiL  142-148 ;  Pouchot's  Mems.  i.  70,  y\u  37  ;  JdIhisoii  Miiti.  in  iJoc.  Hi«t. 

81;  Stirling's  Vindication,  UO-llG;  N.  Y.  ii.  732;  Minot,  L  287;  Pai^ 

llLH^OdL  m  IfiSi  Htifduiuwa,  aana,IiliiofP^^Iieinll,880^8ei. 
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CHAP,  ninini^^d,  and  he  was  directed  to  fortily  his  own  camp  at  Fort 
J^^^  iliiaui  Henry ;  General  Lyman  was  to  remain  at  Fort  Ed- 
17M.  ward  ;  General  Webb,  with  fourteen  hundred  men,  was  posted 
at  (he  Great  Garrying  Place;  and  Sir  William  Jobneon,  with 
fiye  hundred  men,  was  posted  at  the  Gemuui  Flats.  The 
expedition  to  the  Kennehee  resulted  in  a  soonting  party,  whidi 
did  as  much  liarEi  as  good  ;  the  attempt  asrainst  Fort  Da 
Qnesne  was  abandoned  ;  the  troo|»fl  '»veiiL  iaio  winter  quar- 
ters, and  not  a  blow  was  struck  which  was  seriously  Mi. 
When  the  MaaaachTiaetta  forces  returned  to  their  homeSp  no 
proTisionB  had  been  made  by  the  gOTerament  for  their  pay. 
Hence  three  comnusdoners  were  appointed  to  apply  to  Lord 
Loudoun  for  relief;  but,  tliongh  that  officer  is  said  to  have 
"  generously  Bupported  and  enforced  our  poll eitations  with  his 
interest."  lie  declined  making  any  disburijemeut  on  his  own 
account,  as  tlie  soldiers  were  enlisted  "  antecedent  to  his  comr 
maud ; "  and  the  burden,  as  usual,  fell  upon  the  province.^ 
See.  4.  Before  the  close  of  thb  year  a  change  took  place  in  tiie 
English  ministry,  and  a  change  of  momentous  importance  to 
the  colonies.  The  party  which,  for  over  forty  years,  had  mis- 
managed aflairs,  and  brought  disgrace  upon  the  banner  of  St 
George,  went  out  of  power  ;  and  William  Pitt,  known  as  the 
great  commoner,"  and  afterwards  as  Earl  of  Chatham,  —  the 
early,  devoted,  and  consistent  friend  of  America,  **  distinguiflhed 
by  his  regard  for  religion,  honor,  and  his  oountry," — assumed 
the  reins  which  had  fallen  from  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle. From  this  time  forward  the  affairs  of  the  war  assumed 
a  new  aspect ;  a  "cheerful  bloom  of  spirit  and  joy  revived  in 
the  oountenanoe  of  ovoiy  individual ; "  and  the  cry  was  echoed, 

'  Ma«»s.  Rec's;  Journal  H.  of  R.  yet  he  gave  no  encouragement  to  ex- 

for  lloiy-ol,  232;  Ro^rs's  Juunul,  pect  the  advance  of  mone)i^  on  the 

8^  51 ;  Hutchinson,  liL  SO.    llie  plea  that  all  he  had  received  wu  m- 

Joumal  It.  of  11  p.  232,  says  Lonl  cessjirv  for  the  support  of  the  ropst'^r 

L.  treated  the  comnuKsioners  with  troops ;  and  should  he  draw  upon  this 

great  condeMenrion,  tnd  tiwy  were  it  must  greatly  prejudioe  fan  nuyestj-'s 

•MUred  he  was  zealously  dtlpo«ed  to  aervioe. 
poNMnote  the  intoeate  of  the  coknieei 
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**  Canada-^  Canada  must  be  destroyed  I  Deknda  ett  Cartha-  chap. 
jpo,  or  ve  are  nndonel  We  have  wasted  our  strength  in  lop-  J^^^ 
ping  tiie  branches ;  the  axe  must  be  kid  to  the  root  of  the  i7M. 
tree."* 

A  military  council  was  held  in  Alexaudiia  in  1755,  another 
in  New  York  in  17  56  ;  and  tliis  year  it  was  proposed  that  one 
should  be  held  in  the  town  of  Boston.    For  this  purpose  Lord 
Loadomi  visited  the  Baj  Province,  where  he  was  reoeiTed  by  j^^']^ 
Governors  Lawrencei  of  Nova  Sootia,  Fitch,  of  Conneeticat, 
and  Hopkins,  of  Rhode  Island.*  In  the  absence  of  Oovemor 
Shirley,  who  had  embarked  for  England  iu  the  prtx-eding  fall,  1756. 
the  cliiof  command  in  Mas?achiisetts  dcvolTod  upon  Spencer* 
Phips,  the  lieutenant  governor ;  but  he  declining  to  act  in  tlie 
present  emergency,  a  commission  was  appointed  to  represent 
the  province,  consistizig  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  William  Brat- 
tlOt  Thomas  Hubbard,  John  Otis,  and  Samuel  Welles.  The 
levies  called  for  from  New  England  amounted  to  four  thousand 
men  ;  and  of  these  Mas:^ae!iusetts  was  to  raise  eighteen  hundred, 
Connecticut  foui  teeu  hundred,  Rhode  Island  four  hundred  and 
fifly,  and  New  Hampshire  three  hundred  and  fifty  —  all  of 
whom  were  to  be  mastered  before  the  last  of  March,  ready  for  Mm.36. 
service.' 

The  death  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Phips  occurred  while  Apia  4. 

this  plan  for  raising  and  forwarding  the  forces  was  in  execu- 
tion ;  and  the  Council,  upon  whom  the  government  devolved, 
with  Sir  William  Pepperrell  as  their  president,  proceeded  in 
the  necessary  public  affairs,  and,  having  enlisted,  forwarded  the 
quota  of  the  province,  under  Colonel  Joseph  Frye,  to  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous.^  Before  the  next  session  of  the  courts  Mrj. 

*  Kevtow  of  Pitt's  Administration,  lounnlt  m»  425 ;  Hutchinson,  iii.  50, 
10,  M.  1 6  ;  1  M.  H.  Coll.  ^^!. ;  Tnim-  51;  Minot,  ii.  1 1-15.  See  also  the  Proo- 
bull  MS8.  i,  121 ;  Hist,  of  tiie  War,  lamation  of  Phips,  Feb.  21,  17.">7,  tlie 
110  ;  Bancroa,  iv.  247.  Letter  of  Andrew  Oliver,  Man  ii  18, 

•  Loudoun's  Speech  of  January  29  1757,  and  th    I  rtor  of  Phii>8,  March 
it  siven  in  the  Williams  MSS.  ii.  5.  23.  io  Willium>,'6  MSS.  iL  9,  1 1,  13. 

« /owna]  H. ofB.  for  1756>7,27I~  *  Proclamatioa  of  Qnmdl,  April  5, 
273,  280 ;  Lord  l/oudoun's  Speech  of  1757 ;  HutoliiiW)ll»  itt.  02^  63 }  Mino^ 
Jannuy  28, 1767,  ia  Wtubw'e  MS.  iL  16, 16. 
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POWNALL  APPOiXTED  OOVEBNOB. 


1756. 
Feb. 


CHAP.  IcttoT??  were  received  from  Mr.  Bollan,  the  son-in-law  of  Shir 
ley  and  the  agent  of  the  province  in  England,  informing  the 
Council  that  his  ouyeBty  had  been  pleased  to  aj^int  Thomas 
Mwai  PowDall,  Esq.,  governor^  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Shirk^,  and  that 
he  was  to  embark  for  New  England,  by  the  way  of  Hali&x, 
the  day  after  the  date  of  Ms  letters.  > 

Mr.  Pownall's  first  vi.sit  to  America  was  made  in  1754,  as 
private  secretary  to  Sir  Danvers  Ucjbornc,  the  governor  of  New 
York,  where  he  rmained  until  after  the  a^joamment  of  the 
1754.  congress  at  Albany,  when  he  visited  Boston,  was  admitted  to 
the  confidence  of  Governor  Shirley,  and  sent  to  New  York  to 
solicit  the  concurrence  of  that  colony  in  the  plan  against  Crown 
Point,  wliich  the  leirislatiire  of  Massachusetts  had  resolved  to 
])ros(H'iit«'.''^  Fenet ra tinj;  tlie  deBigns  of  Sliirlev,  whom  he  ex- 
celled in  political  sagacity,  Mr.  Pownall  joined  his  oppoeers,  and 
having  acqoainted  himself  with  the  geography  of  the  country 
and  its  resomces,  he  retomed  to  England  to  press  his  own  plans 
npon  the  notice  of  the  ministry.  When  Lord  Loudoun  came 
iUy^h.  Pownall  accompanied  him,  hat  remained  lees 

li.  iii  two  months,  when  he  hanloncd  to  England  to  solicit  a 
rcenlbrcenicut  of  troops  for  the  pr^.-ttnition  of  the  war.  Ilere 
^767.  he  received  his  appointment  as  governor  of  Massachusetts, 
embarked  in  the  fleet  which  brought  the  forces  with  Lord 
Howe  to  Hali&x,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Boston,  where  he 
Avg.  s.  was  formally  received,  and  his  commisnon  was  publicly  read.* 
Nearly  ever\'  g^overnor  in  the  thirteen  British  colonies  at 
this  date  was  a  devout  yupjjorter  of  tlio  prerogative  ;  nor  could 
any  one  have  been  appointed  to  office  who  was  not  a  royalist 


'  Letter  of  Andrew  Oliver,  of  May  pleasure  to  hear  him  make  the  plain- 

11,  1757,  in  Williams's  MSS.  ii.  23;  est  and  stronj^«!t  declamtinn«  of  his 

letter  of  Hollnn,  in  MS.  Leitfrs  and  coming  to  Im  gtJvenmient  wuii  a  de- 

Papen,  1721-1760,  fol.  186;  Uttteh-  termtned  purpose  to  promote  to  the 

inion,  iti.  .'>3;  Minot,  ii.  19.  utmost  of  nis  powrr  the  pmsrtentv  of 

'  Smith's  N.  Y.  iL  206.  the  province,  together  with  the 

•  BoUan.  in  hk  letter  of  Mstth  12,  eat  nguiw  its  '"^"^  ^i^^^— 

myn,**l  this  day  took  leave  of  him,"  pm"  *" 
L     PoiniaUt  after  having  had  the 


XOYBMIIITB  AT  TBK  WJUTWABD. 


Hence  ^ot  ibe  best  men  were  selected  to  govern  the  people,  chap. 
but  generally  the  most  subservient.  It  would  be  ungenerous 
to  insinuate  that  any  one  of  these  gentlenn  u  was  destitute  of  i757. 
principle ;  for  men  of  far  purer  virtue  and  of  far  higher  attain- 
ments have  been  often  seduced  by  the  flatteries  of  royalty,  and 
iiie  blandiahmenta  of  place  and  power.  This  should  be  remem- 
bored  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  proyindal 
governors ;  and,  judged  by  this  standard,  TSr,  Pownall  will  not 
suffer  in  comparison  with  his  predecessors.  Gifted  with  tal- 
ents of  a  superior  order,  few  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
American  people  than  himself;  and  his  striking  predictions 
of  the  effects  of  ministerial  measares  were,  in  more  than  one 
instance^  remarlcablj  verified.  It  shonld  also  be  epoken  to  his 
credit,  that,  in  his  pablishod  writings,  especially  in  his  **  Speech 
in  the  House  of  Commons,"  *  his  "  Rights  of  the  Colonies  stated 
aud  delcuded,"  and  hia  "  Administration  of  tlie  Britisli  Colo- 
nies," he  sought  to  avert  the  evils  of  the  revolution  when  pend- 
iQg ;  though  he  was  not  the  advocate  of  the  independence  of 
the  oolomesi  bnt  of  their  constitntional  subordination  to  the 
FtoliameDt  of  Great  Britain.* 

Long  before  tiie  arrival  of  the  new  governor,  important 
events  had  octiurred  at  the  westward.    The  French,  during 
the  winter  of  175G-57,  sent  out  scouting  parties  for  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  English  ;  and  the  EngliBli  rangers  at  Fort  William 
Henry  performed  gallant  exploits.  The  brave  Rogers,  accom-  ju.  is 
panied  by  Stark  and  otiiers,  seventy^fonr  in  ail,  officers  inclnd-  ^ 
ed,  marched  from  Carillon.  On  the  way,  they  met  with  sledges  Jn,fn, 
scut  by  tlic  French  to  Crown  Toiut.    The  rangers  attacked 
them,  but  were  intercepted  by  a  party  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
French  and  Indians,  and  in  the  night  retreated,  with  the  loss 
of  fourteen  who  had  feJien,  and  six  who  were  missing.  The 
nrvivors  were  applanded,  and  Stark  was  promoted.' 

At  length  If <mtcBlm  decided  npon  a  more  formidable  at- 

*  Mikhed  in  1769.  not,  a.  18, 19 ;  Gnhune,  u.  30^  107. 

*  OBtpw  HmchiMOB,  in.  66j  m.     *  fiogoi'tJoiiniil, 38-49. 
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fORT  WILLUK  HBNBT  ATTACKED* 


CHAP,  tonpt ;  and  a  detadmieDt  of  fifteea- hundred  French  and  Indians 
was  sent,  under  Yandreoil  andDe  Longneafl,to  attack  Fort 

1757.  William  Henry.    At  midnight  ilicv  noiseleasly  approached  the 
fortress  ;  but  the  vigihint  sentries  discovered  tliem  in  time,  an 
alarm  was  sounded,  and,  by  a  brisk  fire  of  cannon  and  musket* 
Mw.aD.  ry,  fhejr  were  repulsed.  The  next  day  they  invested  the  plaoe^ 
Mtf.ai.  and  the  day  after  simunoned  the  commandant,  Miyor  Eyree^ 

1756.  who  had  relieved  Genera!  Window,  to  surrender.  He  refused. 
The  works  were  tl.en  assailed  a  fourth,  and  even  a  fifth  tin*; 
but,  repulsed  in  every  attack,  the  enemy  could  only  \n\ni  the 
vessels  of  the  English,  and  their  storehouses  and  huts.  Strength* 
ening  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  with  two  battalions,  and 
sending  Captain  Pouchot  to  Niagaia,  where  he  had  been 
posted  most  of  the  time  for  the  year  past/  Hontcalm  returned 
to  Montreal ;  and  shortly  after,  Colonel  Parte,  who  had  been 
ordered,  at  tlu^  head  of  foui-  hundred  English,  to  attack  the 
advanced  guard  near  Ticonderoga,  was  led  into  an  ambuscade, 
and  nearly  half  his  men  were  captured  or  slain.^ 

The  plan  of  campaign  proposed  by  Lord  Loadoun,  and  a]^ 
proved  by  the  English  miaistry  and  the  colonial  governors,  was 
limited  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  the  capture  of  Lou- 
isburg.  Preparations  for  the  latter  expedition  had  been  rapidly 

1757.  pushed  in  England  ;  and  seven  r(^gimcnts  of  infantry,  and  a 
detachment  of  artillery  commanded  by  Major  General  Uopson, 
were  assembled  at  Cork  to  await  the  arrival  of  a  powcrfid 
fleet  of  fourteen  lineof-battle  ships,  which  were  to  bear  them  to 
America.   This  armament,  under  Admiral  Holbome,  was  to 

Hay 8.  proceed  on  its  voyage,  and,  on  reaching  Halifax,  was  to  be 
joined  by  Lord  Loudoun  with  all  tlie  forces  he  could  collect. 

Juii.l9.  In  Juno,  Lord  Loudoun  left  New  York,  with  six  thousand  men, 
in  the  fleet  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  connsting  of  four  8lii()8  of 

Juii.29.  war  and  seventy  traosports ;  ten  days  after  he  reached  Hali- 

Jiiiys.  fiix;  early  in  July,  the  whole  armament  was  assembled ;  and 

»  Pourhot's  ^fems.  I.  8R-90.  38 ;  Warburton's  Conijuest  of  Can^ 

*  Kern*  of  Pitt's  Administzatuni,  da,  il  oa,  69 ;  BMuaoft,  it.  268. 
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ninefteeii  ahipe  of  the  Ime  and  firlgatesi  viih  ixmomerable  Binaller  chap. 
yeseels,  and  an  amy  of  fhirteen  iMtttalions  oomprising  ten  thon- 

sand  men,  were  mustered  at  the  disposal  of  tlic  British  leaders.  1767. 
But  ihc  pusillanimous  Loudoun,  whom  a  child  miglit  outwit, 
or  terrify  with  a  popgun,"  instead  of  pushing  forward  imme- 
diately to  the  attack,  wasted  his  time  in  "  making  sham  fights 
and  planttDg  cabbages,''  until  the  French  fleet  had  been  reen- 
foroed  by  a  number  of  ships  of  the  line,  when,  deeming  it  use* 
lees  to  proceed,  he  abandoned  the  expedition,  and  retai  ned  to  Aag.si. 
New  York.* 

The  relinquishment  of  the  enterprise  against  Crown  Point 
was  a  severe  disappointment  to  the  people  of  the  New  England 
States,  who  had  set  their  hearts  npon  its  saocessful  prosecution ; 
,  and  the  residt  of  the.  campaign  of  the  preWons  year  Tindioated 
the  wisdom  of  their  policy,  and  rebuked  the  imbecility  of  the 
British  commander.  It  was  quite  common  with  tlie  British  offi- 
cers to  decrv  the  colonial  forceps  as  "  inexperionccd  wood  ranirers^ 
who  had  never  seen  reii;ular  service,  and  who  were  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  discipline  of  military  life/'  Hence,  vaunting 
their  own  supedority,  they  could  brook  no  advice  from  the 
provincial  officers,  but  followed  their  own  judgment,  and  relied 
Ibr  success  on  the  experience  acquired  i^n  the  battle  fields 
of  Europe. 

Pending  the  progress  of  the  expedition  to  Louisburir,  Colonel 
Webb,  with  his  army  of  Bve  or  six  thousand  men,  had  been 
left  to  oope  with  the  vigilant  Montcahn.  The  latter  seized  the 

*  Letter  of  James  Gray,  dated  Hal-  Walpole's  George  IT.  ii.  231;  Lord 

i&x,  July  16,  1107,  and  of  Andrew  Mahon's  llisU  £^gland,  iv.  168;  Mor* 

Ofiver  of  July  14,  in  WilliaiiiB'B  M8S.  limet^s  England^  iu.  Ml ;  HutdiinaQO, 

u.  2*^,  29 ;  Conduct  of  Lord  LoiidcMin  iii.  61,  62;  Minot,  ii.  23,  21 ;  War- 
impartialiy  reviewed,  2d  ed.  Lond.  burton's  Conmu^t  of  Canada,  il  d9-> 
1760,  pp.  6-10,  20,  25-27?  Hist  62;  Parsons,  life  of  Peppcrrell,  298. 
of  the  War,  132-134  ;  Grenville  Cor-  Indecision  was  the  rufins  £iult  of 
rpsp.  r.  200-202 ;  Hopkins's  Defence  Loudoun's  character.  **lle  is  like 
ot  the  Haiii^  Libel,  Doston,  1765,  p.  6t,  George  ui>on  the  signpostfl,"  said 
4 ;  Review  of  Pitt's  Administvation,  a  PhiladelDhian  to  Dr.  Fianklin, 
1'^,  22,  ."^P),  37  ;  Lett«.  and  Mcms.  rrl-  ways  nn  honebMk,  but  iwver  ad- 
alive  to  Cape  Breton,  331-336 ;  Wal-  wnoei." 
pole  to  Sir  U.  Mann,  Feb.  13,  1757 ) 
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CHAP.  £iiTorabl6  moment  prcscDtcd  bj  the  withdrawal  of  Lord  Loft* 
doan,  and  ooDcentamted  a  force  of  finom  ox  to  eight  thooBud 
1737  French  and  Lidlaos  at  Montreal,  who  were  to  aaoend  Lalce 
Qeorge,  land  at  its  soathern  extranitgr,  and  bed^  Fort  WO- 
Ham  Henry.  Webb  might  have  saved  the  place  had  he 
liiaiclicd  promptly  to  its  relief;  but,  instead  of  this,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  sending  a  letter  to  Colonel  Monro,  the 
oomuiandant,  exaggerating  the  numbers  of  the  French,  and 
advising  him  to  capitulate.^  The  latter  refoaed  to  aoirender, 
and  declared  he  would  defend  his  poet  to  the  last  extremitf 

Mg^*>  Kor  did  he  yield  until  the  e?e  of  the  FestiTal  of  St  Lawrence^ 
when  half  his  guns  were  burst,  and  his  ammunition  was  ex- 
pended. The  Indians,  with  their  usual  ferocity,  fell  npon  his 
troops  after  they  were  disarmed  ;  and  in  the  slauglitcr  which 
ensued  nix  hundred  dispersed  among  the  woods  and  fled  to 
Fort  Edward,  whither  they  were  followed  by  their  snrriTing 
comrades,  one  after  another.  Governor  Fownali  was  informed 

July  31.  by  express  of  these  movements  of  the  French ;  and  appointing 
Sir  William  Peppcrrell  lieutenant  general  over  all  the  militia 

Aug.  8.  in  the  province,  he  wa^  hastened  to  Springfield  to  forward  sup- 
plies and  collect  a  magazine  of  provisions  and  stores.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  learned  the  fate  of  the  fortress  ;  and  though 
the  regiments  of  Worthington,  Williams,  Baggies,  and  Chan- 
dler, from  the  comities  of  Hampshire  and  Worcester,  had 
marehed  to  the  relief  of  Monro,  and  others  followed,  they  were 
stopped  by  General  Webb,  whose  timidity  was  strikingly  man- 
ifested throughout  the  affair,  and  who  wajs  subocquently  cen- 
sured fievorely  for  his  cowardice.^ 

'  Mortimer,  Hist.  England,  iii.  567,  tion,  he  nt^lectcd  collecting  the  nuB> 

favf,  General  Webh  Vielic  ld  the  prep-  th  h\  time,  and  the  fortre<5<^  fell.'* 

aratioa  of  Montcalm  *' with  uu  indif-  '"'  Mass.  Kec's;  Order  of  Aii;^.  3, 

ference  and  security  bordering  on  in-  l7.'jT."f()r  all  and  every  one  of  hi» 

fiituation.    It  is  credltthly  reported  mtiicstie's  wi  ll  aflecled  sulyects,  alile 

that  be  had  private  intellixeuce  ot  all  to  Lear  arms,  to  repair  to  Fort  £d- 

the  doing!  and  motions  of  the  French  ward,  on  ihe  Hudson^  to  aerve  wHli 

general ;   yet,  either   clesj>!slnp   his  General  Webb  for  the  relief  of  Fort 

fltreqgth  or  discreditiDg  the  iaiormor  WiUiam  Ueary,  which  still  stands  out 
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Thna  the  English  had  been  driven  from  the  basin  of  the  chap 
Ohio,  and  MoiiU  ulm  liad  routed  them  from  the  basin  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  The  frontiers  were  in  a  defenceless  condition,  1747 
exposed  to  the  ravages  of  a  triumphant  foe  j  and  New  York 
and  Maaeachoaette  trembled  for  their  own  aafetj.  The  provin- 
cial troopB  alone  had  achieved  aignal  aaooesses ;  not  a  laurel 
had  been  won  by  the  British  oommanders.  The  opinion  began 
to  prevail  that,  so  long  as  the  war  was  thus  conducted,  the 
French  would  continue  to  be  victorious  ;  and  more  tlian  one 
was  ready  to  echo  Uie  impassioned  wish  of  John  Adams :  "  0 
that  wo  had  nothiog  to  do  with  Great  Britain  forever  1 

Yet  no  dialojal  wish  was  openly  expressed ;  nor  was  it  nntil 
the  people  had  been  goaded  to  the  point  ofdesperation^.that 
they  gave  bold  utterance  to  the  thoughts  which  inspired  them. 
Hence  when,  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  recruiting  parties  reached  Not.L6 
Boston  from  Nova  Scotia,  aud  Lord  Loudoun,  as  he  had  for- 
merlj  done  at  New  York:  and  FJiiladelphia,^  demanded  that 
they  shonld  be  quartered  upon  the  people,  threatening,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  march  hia  regiments  from  New  York  and  Con* 
necticnt  to  enforce  obedience,  the  asaemblv  passed  a  special  act, 
similar  to  the  act  of  Pailiament  for  quartering  troops  in  pul> 
lie  houses  ;  and  a  message,  expressing  the  pense  of  the  people 
of  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parliament,  was  draughted,  1753. 
which  contains  these  words:  "The  aathori^  of  all  acts  of 
Parliament  which  concern  the  colonies,  and  extend  to  them,  is 

fighting  oif  u'n^t  a  hrj^c  and  numerous  ard'g  Regi'^tcr,  v.  32^^ ;  Bancroft,  iv. 
Ikk1\  oi  the  enemy ; "  Letter  of  Worth-  240,  24 1.  In  the  summer  session  of 
ingt4>n,  of  Au^.  6 ;  Order  of  Povrnall  the  General  Court,  the  governor  rec- 
to Israel  Williams,  of  Aug.  6 ;  Second  ommended  the  passi\gc  of  an  act  "  to 
Letter  of  Pownall,  of  Aug,  7,  &c.,  in  prnjiowpr  and  require  the  civil  ma|i^i!*- 
Willi-imH's  MSS.  ii.  31-33;  Letter  of  urate  to  take  up  and  a&togn  quarters 
N.  Whiting,  of  Au|^.  23,  giving  an  ac-  for  mdi  of  the  king**  troops  as  should 
eount  of  the  tiki:)^' of  the  for^  in  '  1.  c  nnc  into  the  prox  iiu  ',  under  such 

11.  42 ;  Ke\iew  of  I'itt's  Administru-  regulations  that  the  troops  might  be 
ticMi,  3H;  Pouchot*s  Memii.  i.  101-  well  acxoramodated,  and  the  province 
107;  Wttlpole  to  Sir  H.  Mann,  Oct,  be  as  little  burdened  as  possible;** 

12,  1757;  HiiteIiin'«on,  iii.  51:^1}  but  the  court  declined  compl)ing  with 
Minot,  iL  2 1-23 ;  Gnihame,  ii.  the  recommendatioa.    Mass.  ilec'sj 

'  Smith's  N.  Y.  iL  246-249.  HutofaiiMan.  in.  63. 

>  Smith's  N.  y.tL241»242s 
VOL.  u.  15 
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CHAP.  OTer  ttcknoirledged  in  all  fke  oonrts  of  kw,  and  made  the  nde 

of  all  judicial  proceedings  in  the  province.    There  is  not  a 
X767.  member  of  the  General  Court,  and  we  ku  >\\  (>f  no  inhabitant 
within  the  bounds  of  the  gOTernmeat»  that  ever  queatioued  this 
anthority.  To  jKrarent  any  ill  oonaeqnenoeB  wbich  may  xeaoli 
ftom  an  opinion  of  our  holding  snob  prindplea,  we  now  nttaily 
diaavow  tfaem,  as  we  ahoald  readily  have  done  at  any  tinie  pist 
if  there  had  been  occasion  for  it.**  * 
April  6.     Pitt,  who  waa  compelled  to  rc?itrn  his  office  ia  April,  was  re- 
JuikSO.  appointed  in  the  following  June,  and,  u[ii)n  hia  accession,  exertr 
ed  himself  diligently  to  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  England  and  to 
humble  France.*  But  he  hibored  under  great  difficulties^  owing 
to  the  absord  management  adopted  by  his  predeoessora.  Ofr 
cers  had  been  sent  to  America  to  take  charge  of  the  foroeB  ef 
England,  not  becauKc  of  their  fitne&s,  but  because  their  rank 
entitled  them  to  precedence.    "  We  are  undone,"  said  Chester 
Julian,  field,  "  both  at  home  and  abroad  —  at  home,  by  our  increasing 
expenses ;  abroad,  by  oar  ill  luck  and  incapacity.  The  French 
are  masters  to  do  what  they  please  in  America.***  But  Fitt 
did  not  despair.  "  I  am  sore,"  said  he  to  the  Duke  of  Dew 
shire,  —  "  I  am  sure  I  can  save  tliis  country,  and  no  one  ehe 
jnlj.  can."*    And  he  did  save  it.    It  was  midsuniraer  before  the 
new  ministry  was  thoroughly  organized ;  then  it  was  too  late 

'  Mass.  Rec's ;  Jour.  House  Rep, ;  *  ITiston-  of  the  War,  114-117: 
Hutchirwon,  iii.  65, 66  ;  Gordon's  Am.  OrenviUe  Corr^  i.  195,  196  j  Chat- 
Rev.  L  96 1  Minot,  u.  2i-a0;  Chal-  ham  Coneip.  I  236;  Lord  Mihaii'i 
men,  Revolt,  ii.  307, 308.  Lord  Lou-  Hist  Eng.  L  338,  344.  From  this 
doun  M-as  di«sati«tfied  with  this  act, and  period,"  sayi  the  editor  of  the  CbaX- 
would  not  allow  that  the  Oeneial  nam  Correspondence,  "commenced 
Oomt  1VB8  withcnind  to  tdte  wkJi  A  the  brilliant  era  iustly  called  lifr.Fitt% 
stop,  :us  in  time  of  war  the  rules  and  administration  ;  '  «*  the  greatest  and 
custotM  of  war  must  govern ;  but  the  moat  glorioos,  perhaps,"  adda  L(»d 
court,  in  reply,  declared  their  opinioa  MaliMi,  <*tlnt  £nglaiid  had  eter  jct 
that  die  act  of  Parliament  did  not  ex-  known." 

tend  to  the  plantations,  and  that  the      '  Taylor's  Corrcsp.  of  Earl  of  Chst- 

rules  and  cu.stoms  of  war  were  not  the  ham,  i.  238,  note  ;  Lord  Mahon'a 

rules  which  thednl  magistrate  was  to  Hist.  Eng.  i.  343. 
govern  himself  hj-,  but  that  a  hw  of       *  Lord  Orford's  Memoirs,  iL  271; 

the  province  was  necessary  for  his  jus-  Lord  Mahon'a  Hist.  Eng.  L  299 ;  Xi 

tifioatioo.  Am.  R«t.  fat  OeL  IM, 
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to  accomplisli  any  thing  tiiat  year.    Hence  the  reverses  of  chap. 
1757  qiust  be  charged  to  the  old  ministry.    Lord  George  ^^JJ^ 
SackTiIle  attempted  to  apologise  for  Loudoim ;  bat  Pitt»  with  1707. 
keenest  Bcalpel,  ripped  up  his  rottea  argunentB,  and  exposed 
to  Tiew  the  ftstering  corruption  which  his  eliehf  s  mi8nianag&- 
mcnt  liad  bred.    "  Nothing  ha.s  been  done,"  said  he  ;  "  nothing 
attenipt«^d.    We  have  lost  ail  the  waters ;  we  have  not  a  boat 
on  the  lakes.   Every  door  is  open  to  France."  * 

The  work  of  reform  was  instantljr  commenced ;  and  Loadoim, 
who  had  been  at  Hartford,  planning  schemes  which  he  was 
incompetent  to  eSect»  was  recalled."  Massaehnsetts  had  pre-  1767. 
vioH«ly  proposed  to  the  New  England  assemblies  a  meeting  of 
couaui.^sioners  to  agree  tipon  measures  of  mntual  defence  ;  but 
New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  refused  to  respond  to  the 
call.  Connecticat  alone  seconded  the  propossl,  and  sent  agents 
to  Boston,  where  a  plan  was  agreed  upon,  and  New  Hampshire 
and  Rhode  Island  were  invited  to  accede ;  hot  the  whole  affiiir 
dropped  by  the  neglect  of  the  aJ^seinbHes  to  act  ui>on  the 
rcjiort.^  The  attempt  of  T/ord  Jjoudoun  was  equally  unsuc- 
cessful f  and  hastening  to  Boston,  at  his  instance  the  governor, 
in  his  speech  to  the  Qeneral  Court,  recommended  that  provis- 
ions should  be  made  ^for  a  suitable  body  of  forces  to  cooper* 
ate  in  aid  and  assistance  to  his  majesty's  troops  at  the  eas^ 
ward."  This  request  gave  rise  to  debate.  The  nmnber  of 
men  solicited  was  twenty-two  hundred  ;  bnt  the  assembly  hesi- 
tated to  vote  tlie  supply.  "  How  long  are  the  men  to  continue 
in  serrioe?"  it  was  asked.  "What  oflBcers  are  th^  to  be 
placed  under?  Where  is  the  command  to  be?  Howaretii^ 
to  be  paid,  armed,  and  riotnalled  ?  What  is  their  destination  ? 
What  will  be  the  whole  force  when  they  shall  have  joined  it?* 
The  general  was  displeased  with  tliese  queries,  and  would 

•  Bancroft,  iv.  201.  in  the  Tmmhnll  MSS.  i.  127. 

•  A  letter  frora  Tilt,  announcing      *  Mu«.  Hec'sj  llutchioaon,  iii.67j 
Mi  icoll  and  the  appointment  of  Al^   Ifinot^  iL  33. 

eaerombb  in  hb  sleadt  may  be 
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CHAP,  doubtless  have  publicly  manifested  his  displeasure,  had  not  an 
^^^^  express  from  New  York  biought  iutelligence  that  he  was  re- 
1747.  called.  The  very  next  morning  he  left  the  town,  in  high  anger, 
to  letom  to  New  York,  and  ehortlj  aftor  embarked  for  Eng- 
land, to  advise  a  magiBtorial  exercise  of  British  anthoriij,  and 
to  vote  in  Parliament  for  enforcing  American  taiation  bj  fire 
and  sword. 

i>ee.  Six  months  after  assuming  the  reins,  Pitt  su(X)eeded  in  ob- 
taining the  orders  of  the  king  tliat  everj  provincial  officer,  of 
no  higher  rank  than  colonel,  should  have  equal  command  with 
the  British,  according  to  the  date  of  their  commiflsions.^  He 
had  thoroi^y  acquainted  himself  witii  the  postnre  of  aifiiin 
in  America,  and  knew  that  this  measure  was  not  only  just,  but 
politic.  And  the  result  proved  tlie  correctness  of  his  views. 
The  same  lutlers  which  informed  the  government  that  Lord 
Loudoun  bad  been  superseded  recommended,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  an  exertion  on  tiie  part  of  the  proTinoe  to  enlist  fresh 
troops,  and  gave  encouragement  timt  a  proper  compensation 
wonld  be  made  by  Parliament.  These  forces,  it  was  expected, 
would  be  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Canada ;  and  at  once 
the  House  voted  to  raise  seven  thousand  men,  to  be  formed 
into  rogimeuts  under  provincial  oi&cers  approved  by  the  cap- 
tain general,  and  to  continue  in  session  until  the  first  of 
November,  unless  dismissed  sooner.*  Similar  letters  were  sent 
to  tiie  other  colonies,  and  with  a  like  success ;  for,  before  the 

Uxf,  season  ended,  twenty  thousand  proTincials  were  called  into  se^ 
vice.  The  contributions  from  different  parts  were  exceedingly 
unequal  —  the  New  England  colonies,  as  usual,  excelling  the 
rest  Nearly  one  third  of  the  effective  men  of  Massachusetts 
were  enrolled. 

France^  in  the  mean  time,  though  thus  &r  snooessfiil,  trem- 
bled for  the  future  safety  of  Canada.  Famine  stared  the 

people  in  the  face,  who  were  cut  olT  from  receiving  supplit^ 

>  Lord  Oiford'8  Memoirs,  il  26 1 }      '  Utm,  Rec's  {  Hutcbinaoii,  iiL  89 
Loid  Mahon'k  HiiL  Eng.  iL  36aL       Hino^  S.  96^  37 }  Bineraft,  tv.  291. 
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firom  abroad.  I  shudder,"  said  Montcalm,  "wbea  I  fhtnk  of  chap. 
proTKions.  The  famine  is  very  i^reat."  "  For  all  our  success/' 

he  afterwards  wrote,  "Now  i' ranee  needs  peace,  or  pooner  or  1768. 

Feb  2S. 

later  it  must  fall ;  such  are  the  numbers  of  the  English,  such  Aprlio. 
the  difficulty  of  oar  receiving  sapplies.''  > 

Three  expeditions  were  planned  by  the  British  ministrj,  the 
exeentlon  of  which  was  intmsted  to  experienced  oifioers,  select- 
ed for  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  judgment  The  first, 
under  JefTrey  Amherst  and  James  Wolfe,  was  to  join  the  fleet 
under  Boscawen,  and  besiege  Louisburg.  The  j^wond,  under 
Joseph  Forbes,  was  to  scour  tlie  Ohio  valley.  And  the  third, 
under  Abercrombie  and  Lord  Howe,  was  to  proceed  against 
Ticonderckga  and  Crown  Point 

Towards  the  last  of  May,  Amherst,  after  a  long  passage,  May  28. 
reached  IlalifiLX.    Twenty-two  ships  of  the  line  and  fifteen 
frigates,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  pmaller  vessel?,  com- 
posed the  fleet  under  Boscawen ;  and  foorteen  battalions  of 
infimtiy  and  engineers,  in  all  twelve  thousand  men,  formed  the 
army  of  Amherst.  Wolfe^  who  whUe  a  lad  had  ibnght  at  Jhtr 
tingen  and  Fontenoy,  and  who  had  won  laurels  at  Laffeldt 
when  just  of  age,  panted  for  fresh  honors  on  the  new  seme  of 
action  ;  and  Cook,  att*  1  wards  celebrated  as  the  cireumnaviga- 
tor  of  the  globe,  swerved  in  this  expedition.    lu  five  days  the  June  1 
armament  arrived  off  Cape  Breton.    Wind  and  fog  delayed  JiumS. 
the  landing  for.  six  days  more.  Fonr  days  later  the  French  aaa.is. 
withdrew  from  thdr  ontposts,  and  the  lighthouse  battery  was 
surprised.   At  the  end  of  six  weeks  Louisburg  was  In  ruins,  July  26. 
and  the  fortress  surrendered.    More  than  five  thou.^iiid  pris- 
oners were  taken  ;  eleven  ships  of  war  were  S(Mzed  or  de- 
stroyed ;  two  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  ordnance,  fifteen 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  vast  amount  of  ammunition,  pro* 
visions,  and  mOitary  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors ; 
and  eleven  stand  of  colors  were  laid  at  the  Ibet  of  George  n., 

*  Foucbot'a  Mems.  L  130, 131  j  Bancroft,  iv.  294. 
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CHAP,  and  aftenrttdi  depodted  with  great  solemiiitjr  in  Ae  Galhednl 
of  St.  Paul's.  A  feir  hovels  inark  tiio  8Lto  of  iJie  ]>iiiiklrk  oC 

America  J 

The  expedition  under  Forbes  w£ls  equally  succet^sful.  Twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  of  Montgomery's  Hi «rli landers  from  Sooth 
Garolina*  three  hundred  and  hftj  Boyal  Americans)  twentf- 
seven  hundred  men  fiom  Pennqrlvania,  sixteen  hundred  Iron 
Virginia,  and  about  three  hundred  fix>m  Maryland, — in  a]l» 
between  six  and  seven  thousand  men,  —  placed  under  Colonel 
Nov.  5.  Washingtou,  (  oiiipriseil  his  army.  It  was  late  in  the  soa->^)n 
before  the  troops  reach(?d  Loyal  Hanna,  afterwardfi  Fort  Ligo- 
Dia ;  and  then  Forbes,  fast  sinking  into  the  grave,  determined 
to  advanoe  no  fiurther.  But  Washington,  unwilling  to  abafr 
don  the  enterprise,  was  impatient  to  proceed ;  and,  obtaining 
consent,  with  his  brigade  of  provincials  he  promptly  set  for* 
"Ward.  Art  he  drew  near  Fort  Du  Quesne,  the  diBheartened 
garrison,  about  five  hundi'cd  in  number,  set  the  fort  on  lii-e, 
and  by  the  light  of  the  flames  descended  the  Ohio.  Before  the 
VvrM,  month  closed  Washington  planted  his  fisg  on  the  deserted 
ruins  \  and,  in  honor  of  the  great  statesman  of  England,  the 
place  was  named  Pittsburg.* 

Tlie  third  expedition  wiis  a  failure.    The  troops  from  New 
En^kud  and  the  other  northern  colomcs>  were  detailed  for  its 

'  Narr.  in  French  Doc'ts,  Mam.  Hi»t  Eng.  k.  365  and  note ;  Chal- 

Archives,  ix.  1-25  }  Grenville  Coiv  mere,  llcvolt,  ii.  291 ;  Sparks's  Wash- 

ngfh  I  240-943, 2M-266, 266 1  Wal-  ington,  iL  271-327 ;  fiwgentV  Bnd- 

})()l<-'s  Mem.  of  George  IT.  iil.  131;  dotVs  Kxpcdilion.  270-271;  Vi'ax- 

Hist,  of  the  War,  152, 163 ;  Letters  and  burton's  Conquest  of  Canada,  ii.  10^ 

Mcms.  relative  to  Onpe  Breton,  342  105.    Mortimer,  Hist  Eng.  iii.  606, 

et  ieq. ;  RcA-iew  of  Pitt's  Adminlstni-  says  the  expedition  under  Forl)es  left 

tion,  47-^19 ;  Knox's  llistor.  Joiir.  i.  I'liiladolphia  June  13,  and  advanced 

144;  Boston  Gazette  for  Hots;  }tloT-  to  itay's  Town,  80  mile*  from  Fort 

timer.  Hut  Fjig.  iiL  303,  004 1  Mi*  Bu  Querae,  irfienoe  he  tent  forward 

not,  ii.  38;  Gnihamc,  ii, ;  Warbur-  Bouquet,  with  2000  men,  to  I.o\  U 

ton's  Couqiietit  of  Canada,  ii.  74-bO.  Hanna,  50  miles  fiurther.   'Hie  latter 

'  Grenville  Corres}).  i.  273-275,  detached  800  men,  mider  Mi^or 

289;  Pouchoi's  Mems.  i.  170-177;  Grant,  to  reconnoitre,  who  were  re- 

Keview  of  I'itt's  Administration,  51 ;  pulsed ;  upon  which  Forbes  ad^-aooec^ 

Oldoi  Time,  ii.  284 ;  Public  Adverti-  and  the  enemy  retreated,  4cc 
Mr  oT  Jan.  20, 17«9|  Lord  Mkhm's 
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prosoeulion,  and  were  ordered  to  take  the  field  early  in  May  ;  cuap. 
hat,  owing  to  the  slowness  with  which  the  mnster  proceeded,  ^^JIIl 
it  was  the  middle  of  June  before  any  movements  were  made  1758. 
towards  the  scene  of  action.   Massachaaetta  had  agreed  to  lui, 
cniUat  eemi  thomnd  men  for  the  wax.   Goanecticitti  rivalling 
her  seal,  voted  to  raise  fire  thousand.  New  Hampshire,  a 
thinly-settled  province,  could  fhmish  but  nine  hundred ;  hot 
she  ycnt  from  her  hills  a  captain  who  was  a  liost  in  himself — 
the  gallant  J^tark.    At  length  nine  thousand  pioviucials,  from 
New  England,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  assembled  on  the 
banks  of  Lake  Geoige^  Over  six  tiioosand  rogakzs  were  Jiiii.28. 
already  on  the  spot,  makbg,  in  all,  an  maj  of  fifteen  fhoosand 
men.^  Early  in  July  the  cannon  and  stores  arrived ;  and  the  fv^B, 
whole  force,  in  upwards  of  a  thousand  boats,  embarked  for 
Ticonderoga.   The  s])ectacle  was  gorgeous  to  behold  ;  the 
nrmameiLt  stretching  far  down  the  lake,  and  moving  on,  with 
flashing  oars  and  glittering  weapons,  to  strains  of  mnsic  which 
rung  shrilly  firom  crags  and  rocks^  or  died  away  in  mellowed 
strains  among  &e  distant  mountains.  As  day  closed  in,  a  land- 
ing was  dfected  at  Sabbath  Day  Point ;  and  an  hour  before 
midnight,  rcembarking,  the  tTOO])S  once  more  moved  down  tlic 
lake,  until  they  reached  the  point  which  still  ])reserves  the 
name  of  Lord  Howe,  where  they  disembarked.  Seven  tliousand  Julj  ft. 
men,  in  four  oolmnns,  b^gan  the  march  through  the  ai^aoent 
wood,  with  Rogers  and  his  men  in  advance  as  seontB.  Soon 
they  were  bewildered ;  and,  fiilling  in  with  De  Tr^p^z^e,  at 
the  head  of  three  hundred  men,  who  had  likewise  k^st  his  war, 
a  skirmisli  ensued,  in  which  Lord  Howe,  the  soul  of  the  expe- 
dition, was  the  first  to  fall,  expiring  immediately.  Massachu- 
setts voted  a  monument  to  his  memory,  and  the  English  nation 
mourned  his  loss.* 

'  Mortimer,  Hist  Knn^.  iti.  605,  Bute  to  Pitt,  Aug.  20,  1758,  in  Chat- 

■avs  Abercrombie's  army  coiuiibted  Iiam  Corresp.  i.  335;  Mass.  Rec's; 

or  7000  fegahn  uid  10,000  provin-  HutchhuNm,  uL  71}  MInot,  ii.  39. 

daK  Tliis  monument  was  placed  in  Westp 

'  Cren\iUe  Corresp.  L  261,  262;  minster  Abbey,  the  restin^place  of 

BenewofPilt'iAdiiuniitntion,  50;  the  mtfaiM  of  E^giand. 
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CHAP.    The  next  morning,  Abercrombte^  a  victim  to  the  extremnt 
fright  and  oonsternation,"  drew  back  to  the  landing-plaoe ;  bnt 

1708.  the  gallant  Bradstreet,  ever  active,  puslie<i  forward  with  a 

'"^^*  strong  detachment,  the  British  general  rehictantly  followcu, 
and  that  night  the  army  encamped  a  mile  and  a  half  from  ihe 

JvfyS.  enemy.  On  the  following  daj,  at  an  early  hour,  Clark,  the 
chief  engineer,  was  sent  to  reconnoitre ;  his  refport  was  &Tor- 
able,  and  it  waa  reaolved  to  proceed.  Stark,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,  and  Rogers,  the  ranger,  saw  finidied  works  where  thdr 
comrades  siiw  only  an  in(x)inplcte  breastwork  ;  but  the  orders 
were  given,  and  the  attaek  began.  The  retjult  was  fatal. 
Kontcalm,  at  first  irresolute,  saw  the  mistake  of  his  assailanti^ 
and  was  prepared  to  meet  them.  As  the  English  drew  near, 
pushing  forward  in  hot  haate  to  open  the  action,  a  murderona 
fire  poured  in  upon  tiiem,  which  mowed  down  officers  and  meo 
by  liiirulred.s.  Abererombie,  intimidated,  withdrew  to  a  place 
of  safety.  In  vain  did  the  intrepid  Highlanders  charge  for 
Uiree  hours,  without  coufusioa  or  faltering,  hewing  with  their 
broadswords  a  passage  among  the  branches,  and  atriTing  to 
retriCTe  the  fortones  of  the  day.  Two  tiioiuand  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  battle ;  the  sunrivors  were  panioetmck,  and 
nished  hastily  to  the  boats  ;  nor  did  they  pause  in  their  retreat 
until  again  far  out  on  the  bosom  of  Lake  C(X)rge.^  The  reduc- 
Jttij  25  Uou  of  Fort  Frontenac  by  Bradstreet,  which  shortly  followed, 

^  ^  was  but  a  partial  atonement  for  the  failure  of  Abererombie. 
His  expedition  was  abortive ;  the  situation  of  the  troops  was 
embarrassing  in  the  estrone ;  and  well  might  the  govenuneiit 
gloomily  ask,  What  will  the  next  year  bring  forth  ?• 

Three  expeditions  were  planned  for  tliat  year,  centring  upon 
Quebec,  the  "palladimu  of  Canada,"  itself  the  citadel  of  the 
French  dominions*  The  first  was  to  proceed  through  the  EiYer 

•  Letter  of  Oliver  Partndjrc.  of  2C)0  ;  "WarbiirtoQ**  Oonqnest  of  fVin» 

July  12,  175H,  in  Williams'«  MSS.  ii.  da,  [[.  81-97, 
77;  PouchofH  Mems.  i.  134-159;      »  Letter  of  William  Williams,  of 

■Rr,,-rs's  Jnnmal,  11 1-120 ;  Tlutchin-  SepL  8,  m  WOliaaui's  MS&  iL  80. 
HOii,  iii.  70-71  i  iimrh'B  N.  Y.  iL  26^ 
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St.  Lawrence ;  the  second  was  to  cross  Lake  Ghamplain  \  the  chap 
third  was  to  attempt  the  lednctioa  of  Niagara,  cross  Lake 
Ontario,  embark  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  proceed  to  Montresl.  17^9 

lit  ihe  uiraugemcnts  for  this  cam])aijj:ii.  not  esteuininir,  like 
many  ministers,  the  "  Army  List "  as  an  miurriug  guide,  Pitt 
disregarded  seniority  of  rank,  and  conferred  appointments 
upon  the  ablest  mea.^  Stanwix,  after  whom  Fort  Stanwiz  was 
named,  a  daring,  intrepid,  and  resolnte  olBoer,  was  to  occnp^ 
the  posts  from  Pittsborg  to  Lake  Erie ;  Prideanz,  whose  name 
is  preserved  in  Prideaux's  Landing,  was  to  reduce  Fort  Niag- 
ara, in  conjunction  with  Johm^oii  ;  Amiierst,  now  commander- 
in-t  hief,  at  the  head  of  twelve  thousand  men,  was  to  advance 
to  Lake  Champlain  ;  and  the  gallant  Saunders^  a  "  pattern  of 
most  sturdy  brareiy,  muted  with  the  most  miaffected  modesfy," 
was  to  sopport  the  attack  on  Quebec ;  while  Wolfe,  the  im- 
mortal,'' was  to  command  the  army  in  the  Bivw  St  Lawrenoe. 
All  these  movements  were  esteemed  of  great  conseqnence,  and, 
if  judicioii.-jly  (^ondiu'ted,  it  was  thought  could  scarcely  fail  of 
Buccess.^  tVance  saw  her  danger,  and  despaired  of  preserving 
Canada.  Montcalm  had  informed  Belle  Isle  that,  without 
imexpected  good  fortune,  Canada  must  be  taken  this  year  or 
the  next  The  comitry  was  in  an  impoTerished  condition, 
and  its  energies  were  exhansted.  With. a  population  of  less 
than  fourscore  thousand,  only  seven  thousand  of  whom  were  &t 
for  service,  and  the  eight  French  battalions  numbering  but 
thirty-two  hundred  men, — what  wcr^  tlicse  to  the  fifty  thou- 
sand of  England  and  her  colonies?  Besides,  famine  still 
raged ;  the  fields  were  hardly  cultiyated ;  and  old  men  and 
women,  and  even  little  children,  were  compelled  to  engage  in 
tilling  the  soil,  and  reaping  the  scanty  harvest  upon  which 
they  were  to  depend ;  for  supplies  were  cnt  off  by  the  vigilance 

'  Letter  of  Pitt,  of  Dec  9,  1758,  in  as  imprudpnt,  (roo  Smollett's  Hist 

TrumhuU  MSS.i.  137 1  Lord Mahon's  Kn^r.  h.  iii.  c.  xi.  ^  13;)  "but,"  sirs 

HisU  Eng.  ii.  378.  Lmd  Mahon,  (Hist.  Eng.  ii.  379,) 

*  MiUtarv  critics,  indeed,  have  cm-  "  let  it  never  be  forcotten  how  much 

med  th»  pIni  ot  tfw  prime  mintrter  mmn  it  it  to  ctril  tun  to  ict" 


284  BIfiOS  OF  FOBT  NUOASA. 

CHAP,  of  the  Engliah.  By  the  Ml  of  hom^bmg  and  tbe  rednctioa 
of  Acadia,  the  high  road  of  the  St  Lawrence  lay  open  to  the 
1749.  British ;  and  the  ctptore  of  Fort  Da  QneBne  had  giv^eo  them 
the  command  of  the  yalley  of  the  Ohio.  Hence  the  Canadian 
French  were  isolated  from  all  aid,  and  confined  within  the  lim- 
itB  of  the  country  they  occupied.* 

The  policy  of  England  in  making  liberal  af^uropriations  for 
the  oondact  of  the  war  was  an  eDOOonigement  to  the  coIooieB 
to  continiie  theSr  enlistmentB.  Nearly  scTen  thoosand  men  were 
zaised  by  MaBsadiiiBetts ;  Coimecticnt  sent  tre  thomaod  into 
the  field ;  and  the  other  northern  coluuies  jmt  forth  their  Ix-^^t 
exertions  for  etrcngtheuing  the  army.  It  has  been  estimated 
that,  in  all,  nearly  twenty-five  thousand  men  were  fnrniahed  by 
the  oolonies,  and  that  England  fomiahed  twenly-five  thoisaad 
more.*  Tbe  expense  of  the  war  to  MaasadnteettB  alone,  ibr 
1758,  was  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoneand  ponnds ;  *  and  the 
harden  upon  the  other  colonies  was  proportionally  greut.  The 
exertions  of  the  colonies,  therefore,  under  these  circuiiiPtance?, 
evince  their  loyalty.  The  colonies  to  the  souUi,  though  equally 
interested,  had  done  less  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The  iosti- 
tation  of  dayery  crippled  thehr  energies^  and  renderod  it  dan- 
gerons  to  enlist  many  whites.^ 
The  brigade  of  Prideaox  was  *e  first  to  engage  actively. 

July  1.  At  the  ojiening  of  July,  lie  embarked  on  Lake  Ontario,  with 
two  })attalions  from  Now  York,  a  battalion  of  Koyal  Ameri- 
cans, and  two  British  regiments,  with  a  detachment  of  artiUery, 
and  the  Indians  under  Sir  William  Johnson.  Ponchot  was  the 
commandant  at  Fort  Niagara,  and  the  place  was  qieedfly  in- 

July  u.  Tested.  In  the  midst  of  the  siege  Frideanx  was  killed  by  the 
barstim^  of  a  cohom ;  the  command  dOToIyed  upon  Sir  William 

JidjT  25.  Johnson  ^  and  ten  days  after  the  garrisou  capitulated,    l  iii^i 

'  Pouchot's  Mems.  i.  178  et  eeq. ;      »  Mass.  Rec's  ;  ^finot,  ii.  49. 
Walpole's  George  II.  391;  Warbur-      *  Trumbull's  Couuecticut,  ii.  371; 
ton's  Conquest  ol'  Canada,  iu  108.         BBHORlfL  if,  224. 

>  TtaJbuH  MS&  L  142. 
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victory  WM  90  d^dsiTe  that  the  officere  and  troops  aent  by  chap. 
Stuli^^  i  V  from  Pittsburg  took  possession  of  the  French  posts  as 
ikr  as  Eric  without  resistance ;  and  the  English  were  masters  ns9, 
of  Niagara  River  and  of  Lake  Erie.  Colonel  Gage,  who  was 
seDi  to  BQOoeed  Prideanz,  was  iatrnsted  to  take  the  fort  at  La 
GaUette ;  hot  bo  many  difficulties  attended  the  attempt  that  it 
was  hiid  aside,  and  no  assistance  was  afforded  to  the  army  at 
Quebec  from  that  quarter. * 

III  the  meiiii  time  General  Amherst  left  New  York  for  Apr. 28, 
Albany,  and,  upon  his  arrival,  busied  himself  in  preparations  iCay  8. 
for  tran^rtiog  his  troops  to  Lake  George.  Tedious  dektys 
attended  this  movement ;  bnt  at  length,  towards  the  kst  of  Jim.81. 
June,  he  reached  the  bke,  and  Immediately  traced  ont  the 
groond  for  a  fort  Four  weeks  later  all  was  in  readiness ;  his  JxHjn. 
army,  numbering  eleven  thousancl  men,  (ml  iiketl  upon  the 
waters,  and  the  next  day  landed  near  tiie  site  of  Abercrombie's 
former  encampment. 

GonscioDS  of  his  inability  to  snstam  a  protracted  siege,  Bonr- 
lamarqne,  the  commandant  at  Tioonderoga,  silently  abandoned 
the  fort,  leaving  every  gun  loaded  and  pointed,  several  mines  ivtytt. 
cliarged  for  the  destruction  of  tlic  defences,  and  a  lighted  fire 
communicating  with  tlio  ma;i;azino.  Two  days  after,  in  theJQly26. 
night,  au  awful  explosion  rent  the  air ;  and,  from  under  the 
cloud  of  smoke  and  the'  shower  of  embers,  the  flames  of  the 
breastworks  flashed  upon  the  sky,  while  at  intervals,  "from  the 
mass  of  fire,  the  yellow  flash  of  the  bnrstmg  guns  and  the  ex- 
ploding mines  varied  the  tints  of  the  light  that  fell  &r  and 
near  upon  tlie  lake  and  the  forest."* 

Five  days  later  Crown  Point  was  abandoned ;  and  the  Aug.  i. 
^tenek  retreated  to  intrench  themselves  at  IsIo-aux-Noix,  with  AQg.i6. 
three  thonaand  Eve  hundred  men  and  one  hundred  cannon. 

*Poi)diot*t  Menn.  H.  15*131)  S98 1  Smith**  N.  Y.  it  275. 

Hist,  of  the  War,  190-192;  Review  '  Pouchot's  Mems.  ii.  13, 14; 

of  Pitt's  AdmlnLttradon,  107 ;  Hutch-  gen'»  Jounial,  138-142. 
inaoD,  iii.  77 }  Chahnera,  llevult,  iL 
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CHAP.  The  position  tiiejr  had  taken  gave  them  the  oommand  of  tte 

^JJJ^  entrance  to  the  Ridieliea  River — the  moet  vulnerable,  and  at 

1759.  the  same  time  the  most  \ntal,  part  of  Canada.  Amherst,  in- 
stead of  instantly  procecdiug  to  attack  this  po.-t,  cont^^ntrd 
himself  with  his  present  advantages  ;  and  all  August,  and  the 
month  of  September,  and  ten  days  of  October  passed  before 
he  embarked.  Then  messages  from  Quebec  arrived,  which 
caused  him  to  turn  back,  having  done  nothing  but  occopj  and 
repair  deserted  forts.* 

The  fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Sannders,  and  the  army  under 

Feb.  Wolfe,  left  England  in  February,  and  arrived  before  Quebec 
Jwfc.26.  the  latter  part  of  June.  The  army  of  Wolfe,  hmded  on  the 
Isle  of  Orleans,  consisted  of  eight  regiments^  two  battalions  of 
Royal  Americans,  three  companies  of  rangers,  artilleiy,  and  a 
bn'gade  of  engineers  —  in  all,  about  eight  thousand  men.  The 
fleet  under  Saunders  compriaed  twenty-two  ships  of  tlie  lii^e, 
and  as  many  frigates  and  armed  vessels.  A  noble  ppc'ctacle  this 
armament  presented,  as  the  ships  of  war,  with  sails  fuiied  and 
pennons  streaming,  lay  at  anchor  with  the  numerous  trans^rta, 
and  as  the  white  tents,  in  which  the  troops  were  lodged,  stretched 
across  the  island.  But  far  more  imposii^,  to  the  eye  of  Wolfe, 
was  the  appearance  of  the  fortress  he  was  about  to  besiege, 
with  its  frowninp^  bastions  and  its  array  of  batteries  bristlini^ 
with  guns.  What  thougii  a  storm  burst  over  his  head  as  he 
gazed  upon  that  scene,  and  the  teeming  rain  fell  like  a  veil 
between  him  and  the  shore?  What  though  the  lightnii^ 
hissed  through  the  air,  and  transports  and  boats  were  dashed 
frightfully  together  7  What  though  the  enemy  launched  fire 
siiips,  to  liglit  up  with  hirid  trlare  tlie  liosom  of  the  waters,  for 
the  destruction  of  the  iiect  ?   The  gallant  commander  was  not 

* 

*  PcHUihot's  Moms.  il.  14.    The  would  admire ;  it  is  in  America,  nnd 

occurrences  of  this  campaign,  slight  an  nolwdy  regards  it"    Lord  Orford'* 

they  were,  called  forth  the  warmest  Mero<Hn,iL  398}  Lord  Mahoa'aEn^ 

eulo^ums  from  Fitt  "If  it hm  in  iL  38L 
Vigetiu%"  cried       "all  th«  world 
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oue  of  those  who  "  fret  at  trifles,  and  quarrel  with  tlicir  chap. 
toothpicks."  ^    The  storm  could  not  quench  his  courage  j  the  J^^^ 
lightning  flash  but  stimulated  his  zeal.   The  fire  ships  were  17A. 
repulsed ;  and,  after  the  excitement  of  the  hour  abated,  the 
All  18  well "  of  the  British  seamen  greeted  his  ears  like  music 
jfrom  home. 

The  arrangements  for  the  sioofo  were  rapidly  pushed  ;  but 
the  obstacles  to  ))e  encoun torn]  \m  rc  many  and  various.  Poiut 
Levi  was  soon  occupied  ;  and  from  this  post  heavy  ordnance  Jiu,». 
fdajed  upon  the  city  with  roinons  effect.  Strong  intrenciiments 
were  likewise  thrown  np  on  the  westernmost  point  of  the 
Idand  of  Orleans ;  and  the  safety  of  the  fleet  in  the  basin  was 
asBored.   A  few  days  later  Wolfb  encamped  upon  the  eastern  J0I7  9, 
bank  of  the  Montmoreaci,  whose  l>eautiful  tiill  is  s(^ond  in 
interest  only  to  Niagara.    From  the  batteries  at  these  places 
an  incessant  fire  of  guns  and  mortars  was  poured  upon  the 
dij  and  vcpoik  the  French  lines  to  the  westward.  The  lower 
town  was  much  damaged ;  and  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  upper  Jaij  iSl 
town  where  a  shell  had  fallen. 

July  and  August  passed  thus  away.  At  lenj^tli,  early  in 
September,  Wolfe  himself  <liscovered  the  cove  which  bears  his  Sept.  9* 
name,  where  the  bending  promontories  form  a  basin,  over 
which  the  hill  rises  precipitously.  A  path,  so  narrow  that  two 
men  could  hardly  walk  in  it  abreast^  led  to  its  top.  Here  he 
resolved  to  surprise  the  dty.  On  the  twelfth  of  the  month  8tp,  is. 
he  iasned  his  last  orders,  and  by  one  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  tliirtcentli  every  thinir  was  in  readiness.  Silently  and 
swilliy  the  boat.s  droppe*!  down  the  stream,  favored  by  the 
darkness  and  by  a  tlowiug  tide.  As  they  moved  on,  the 
yonag  general,  whose  mind  was  full,  repeated  the  lines  from 
Gray's  Elegji  prophetic  of  the  bJto  to  which  he  was  hasten* 
mg:  — 

'Wdtbtftbii  mote,  llor.  6k  1701,  gaoled  la  IM  Udioa's  Hitt^ 
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boHt  of  henldiy,  tiw  pomp  of  ponert 
Ana  tU  lliat  beMity,  an  that  wMlih  e^«r  gm^ 
Awt  alflba  ^  uwionfala  hour 
Tha  padi  of  glory  kada  but  to  tlw  giam" 


8iptu.   Iq  a  abort  time  (be  boate  landed,  and  fhe  ascent  comraeDoed. 

When  morning  broke,  the  army  of  Wolfe  stood  upon  the 
riains  of  Al>iiiliaui,  ready  for  battle.  MuuU'ulm  was  bevril* 
dered  when  he  learned  of  their  presence  ;  but  at  once  he 
resolved  to  give  them  battle.  Before  midday  the  battle  com- 
menoed ;  before  nightbll  it  was  over.  Wolfe  and  Montcalm 
were  both  mortally  wounded;  the  former  expired  the  aune 
day,  tiie  latter  on  the  day  following.  Qnebec  was  taken,  and 
the  key  of  Canada  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Enijlij^h.  When 
tlie  tidiugis  reached  Boston,  tliey  were  received  with  unusual 
demonstrations  of  joy.  Bonfires  blazed  from  every  hill ;  every 
pnlpit  i4>plauded  Wolfe's  bravery ;  every  paper  scattered  the 
news ;  l^gislatares  vied  with  each  other  in  congratulatory  re* 
solves.  In  England,  the  nation  trinmphed  at  the  victory  its 
general  had  achieved ;  the  nation  monmed  his  early  decease. 
France  was  in  double  mourning  —  for  the  loss  of  her  geuerai, 
and  for  the  loss  of  li<  r  poBses^ious.^ 
1760.  The  attem[)t  of  De  Levi  to  r^jain  Quebec  was  unsucceesfiiL 
^*J'  u  fj^^  smiles  of  fortune  were  turned  to  frowns.''  France  was 
not  destined  to  be  again  mistress  of  that  fortress;  and  its 
capture  resulted  in  the  downfall  of  her  dominions  in  the  west. 
8«^9.  Amherst  closed  the  war  by  the  reduction  of  Montreal  ;  and 
the  MuKjuis  de  \  uudreuil  signed  the  capitulation  which  sepa- 
rated Canada  from  France  forever.  Thus  the  French  war  was 
principally  ended  so  far  as  America  was  concerned.  Peace 
was  not  declared  until  1763 ;  but  in  the  north  hostilitiea  had 
ceased  nearly  three  years  before. 

»  PonduiCa  Menu.  E.  13M0O{  of  the  War,  17 1-180  j  Mortimer*8 

OrenviUe  Gorres]).  \.  passim ;  Chatham  Eng.  iii.  656-663 ;  Orahame,  ii. ;  Ix»rd 

Corresp.  i.  42.3  et  seq. ;  Keview  of  Mahnn's  Knpr.  ii.  381-390;  Warbur- 

Pitl's  Admitiutiution,  93-106 }  Hist,  tan'it  Conquest  of  Canada,  iL  17 1-222. 
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The  cost  of  the  war  to  England  was  enormoiis — amoimting,  chap. 
in  all,  to  seventy  millions  sterling.  Tlie  cost  to  the  colouies 
was  proportionally  great ;  and  Massachusetts  lavished  her  i7fi«. 
treasure  and  Btiength  for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Tlie  effect 
of  that  conquest  upon  tbe  deetiniee  of  the  colonies  will  appear 
hereafter.  It  was  Ihe  pr^araHo  HberiaHi — the  stepj^ng-stone 
to  the  revolvtion ;  and  officers  were  tr^fned  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  take  charge  of  the  armies  of  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  enrolled  under  Washington  as  commander-in-chief. 
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COnSfTEBffB  WITH  THE  CBOWM. 

CRAP.    EiroLAND  lost  her  colonies  hj  the  misnuumgement  of  her 

ministers.    It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  bulk  of  the 

1748  nation  \vi\?  hostile  to  America,  for  the  ties  of  relationship  be- 
to 

1763.  twccQ  the  count  I  Irs  were  too  strong  to  admit  of  such  feelings. 
Natives  of  England  were  frequently  passing  from  the  old  world 
to  the  new ;  and  niany  descendants  of  tiie  original  planters 
returned  to  the  mother  country  and  to  the  homes  of  their 
ancestors.  To  Tisit  England  was  to  go  home ;  and  when  thoee 
who  had  been  bom  on  these  sliores  crossed  tlie  Atlantic,  and 
•  landed  at  T^ondon,  or  "Rristol,  or  Plyniouth,  they  did  not  feel 

that  they  had  landed  among  strangers,  but  among  those  of 
their  own  nation,  who  spoke  the  same  language  and  owned  the 
flame  kindred.  There  could  not  be»  on  either  side  of  the 
ooeaiif  any  extensive  alienation  of  feeling.  True,  differences 
of  religious  opinion  have  been  fruitful  of  discord  in  the  world  ; 
and  divisions  have  been  produced  by  such  differences  in  fami- 
lies and  among  nations.  But  the  Anierieans  were  Proteptants 
as  well  as  the  English  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  former  were 
dissenters  from  the  ritual  of  the  Anglican  church,  the  doctrines 
professed  by  that  church  were  generally  received.  It  can 
never  he  believed  that  the  English,  as  a  people,  were  unfriendlj 
to  America ;  and  if  alienation  of  feeling  led  to  a  rupture  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  the  crown,  there  must  have  been  a 
cause  for  that  alienation,  lor  which  rulers  were  chiefly  re^|M»n- 
sible.  Ancl  the  history  of  the  times  abundantly  proves  that 
the  counsellors  of  the  king,  like  the  counsellors  of  Achitophel, 
were  unworthy  of  his  confidence  and  traitors  to  his  Interests. 

(m 
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From  the  settlement  of  Massachusetts,  there  were  not  want-  chap. 
ing  men,  neither  friends  to  the  colony  nor  to  the  English  J^^^ 
coDStitation,  who  busied  themselYes  in  eecreily  tradodng  and  1748 
malidoDsly  representing  the  loyalty  of  the  people.    These  m. 
men  oonld  always  find  others  to  listen  to  their  tales;  and, 
under  the  Stuarts,  the  mischiefs  which  sprang  from  this  source 
threatened  serious  evils.    Those  wlio  have  been  disapi>ointed 
ill  the  prosecution  of  their  own  schemes  can  seldom  wit- 
ness withont  enyy  the  snooesses  of  others;  and  especially  if 
crosBed  in  their  purposes,  the  wound  rankles  deeper  in  their 
breasts,  and  becomes  immedicable.   Snch  was  the  experience 
of  America  at  that  period ;  and,  by  the  machinations  of  her 
enemies,  Massachusetts  lost  the  charter  whicli,  for  more  than  1684. 
6fly  years,  had  guarded  her  liberties  and  protected  her  from 
harm.   When  a  new  charter  was  granted,  her  enemies  revived,  1692. 
and,  ever  vigilaat  to  check  her  proaperitjr,  their  schemes  for 
her  hnmiliation  were  prosecnted  afresh.  The  parties  responsi- 
ble for  the  measures  which  followed  it  is  not  diffienlt  to  design 
nate.    Mi  Rhants  and  iiuiiiufacturers,  whose  grasping  avarice 
could  brook  no  rivalry,  complained  of  (he  rommereial  and 
industrial  prosperity  of  New  England  ;  a^[)irants  for  oflice, 
eager  for  preferment  and  lacking  in  principle,  echoed  these 
complainte,  and  deplored  the  levelling  spirit  wfaicli  prevailed ; 
and  purblind  statesmen,  destitute  of  political  sagacity,  though 
▼aunting  their  superior  wisdom,  recommended  a  course  of  lef^is- 
lation  bised  upon  false  premises,  sujiported  by  misrepresenta- 
tions, and  enforced  with  a  rigor  which  begat  a  retaliatory 
spirit,  and  alienated  those  whom  tlie  truly  wise  would  have 
sought  to  conciliate^  rather  than  to  repel. 

Hooker,  the  great  light  of  English  literatare,  and  the  do* 
fender  of  the  ecclesiastical  polity  "of  the  church,  declares, 
that  "  the  lawful  power  of  making  laws  to  command  whole 
political  societies  of  men  beluiiL^»'th  so  proi»erIy  unto  the  same 
entire  societies,  that  for  any  prince  or  potentate,  of  what  kind 
soever  upon  earth,  to  exercise  the  same  of  himself,  and  not 

TOL.  II.  16 
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CHAF.  either  by  express  commission  immediately  and  pei-iiouaily  re- 
J^:^  ceived  from  God,  or  elae  authority  reoeired  at  first  from  their 
1748  consent  npon  whose  penons  they  Impose  laws, — it  is  no  better 
1^  than  mere  tyzanny.'*^  To  the  conectneBB  of  this  doctiine  the 
American  people  readily  subscribed  ;  and  the  acts  of  tiie  kiii; 
and  of  the  Purliainent  of  whicli  they  (•ompluiuetl  were,  in  their 
csliuiation,  au  infringement  of  tlieir  liberties  as  Englishmen 
and  as  men.   The  history  of  that  legislation,  and  of  its  causes 
and  resnlts,  wfll  prepare  ns  to  nnderstand  the  action  of  the 
ooIonieSk  and  will  amply  dtfend  them  from  the  chazge  of 
disloyalfy. 

The  instincts  of  a  whole  people  may  sometimeB  be  wrong; 
yet  the  maxim,  Vox  populi  vox  Dei,  holds  true  in  general.  A 
few  persons  may  delude  themselves  witli  the  idea  that  their 
rights  are  invaded,  when,  in  fact»  all  that  has  awakened  their 
resentment  is  that  wholesome  restraint  indispensable  to  tb9 
welfrtre  of  every  community.  Bnt  when  the  public  its^  rises 
in  its  might ;  when  the  gifted  and  the  tme,  as  well  as  the 
masses,  arc  burning  with  a  sense  of  overwhelming  injustice, 
and  no  alternative  is  left  but  to  resist  or  he  enslaved  ;  then 
resistance  is  lawful  —  nay,  it  is  imperatively  demanded  ;  and 
he  who  would  condemn  it  must  do  so  by  a  perverse  reasoning, 
against  which  there  is  no  remedy,  and  which  can  only  be  left 
to  be  cured  by  its  own  folly.  For  nearly  a  centniy  the  Amcr 
ican  people  were  the  victims  of  an  oppression  as  systematic  sb 
it  was  iiuja.Ht.  They  were  entitled  to  the  rights  of  Englishn^ 
—  to  the  riglits  of  man.  The  former  were  trampled  upon  ;  the 
latter  were  denied.  English  juri^udence  bounded  its  views 
of  American  duty  by  the  narrowest  construcUon  of  legal  fic- 
tions. It  seems  never  to  haye  entered  the  minds  of  Ihe  n^jo^ 
ity  of  British  statesmen  that  there  was  any  thing  superior  to 
human  constitutions ;  nor  was  the  saeredness  of  oompseto 
strictly  regaided.    JSut  only  was  there  a  defect  m  the  founds* 

'  £ookt.  Polity,  book  viiL 
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tioii  of  ibetr  reasoning,  bat  the  snpenlraetDre  built  upon  that  chap. 
reasoning  was  equally  defeotive.   A  gigantic  system  of  fraud  .JJ;^ 

and  of  wrong  was  roared,  which  reached  such  a  height  that  1748 
the  whole  political  fabric  tottered  under  its  weight,  and  the  1763. 
dismemberment  of  the  colonies  was  the  natural  result. 

The  restriction  of  conunercial  and  of  manufacturing  interarti 
was  one  of  the  earliest  canaeg  of  complaint.  There  has  new 
existed,  peihaps,  a  more  energetic  people  than  the  original  se^ 
tiers  of  Britii^  America.  Coming  to  a  new  ooimtry,  whidi 
wa^  to  be  su))dued  by  tlieir  toil,  and  compelled  to  depend,  not 
upon  extraneous  aid,  bat  upon  their  own  resource  for  euccesa, 
the  efforts  they  put  forth  were  necessarily  yigorous ;  nor  would 
tiieir  labors  have  been  crowned  with  snch  abondant  rewards^ 
had  it  not  been  fbr  the  diligence  with  which  thej  were  prose- 
cuted. Hence,  within  fifteen  years  from  the  settlement  of  isii 
Boston,  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  were  noted  for  their 
enterprise;  they  had  built  up  a  commerce,  both  local  and  for- 
eiLTn,  and  had  laid  the  foundation  for  domestic  manufactures.^ 
And  from  that  time  forward  these  branches  of  industry  were 
pOESned  with  a  zeal  which  knew  no  abatement^  bnt  which  was 
constantly  stimulated  by  the  hope  of  increased  gains ;  so  thal» 
before  the  charter  fell,  merchants  and  mannfhctnierti  began  to  i676w 
eomphyij  fl  at  f^ich  "widely-extended  tmffic,  if  not  checked  in 
f»ca?on,  woulii  not  only  ruin  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  but 
would  leave  no  sort  of  dependence  from  that  country  to  this."* 
In  consequence  of  this  enterprise,  and  of  the  complaints  of  the 
disaflbcted,  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  sabjected  to  laws 
whose  anthority  was  resisted  and  whose  constitntionality  was 
denied,  though  submission  was  generally,  if  reluctantly,  paid 
to  them. 

Before  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  at  the  instance  ifiW. 
of  Davcnant  and  the  principal  merchants  of  Bristol  and  Liveiv 
pool,  the  ''Board  of  Trade"  was  established,  to  regulate  the 


*  See  ^  i  of  tfab  iratk,  p.  809l 


•  BeeioLi.p.458. 


IHS  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


CBAP.  Dational  and  oolonial  oommerce.  The  position  of  this  body, 
e?eii  if  the  expediency  of  its  estaUishment  is  oonoeded,  wia 
1Mb  peculiarly  nnfortnnate ;  nor  were  its  members,  in  ail  caaee^ 

distinguished  for  their  wisdom.  Framed  to  promote  tiic 
commerce  of  England,  which  attracted  a  large  share  of  tlic 
attention  of  the  nation,  it  had  yet  no  executive  power,  nor 
could  it  enforce  tiie  regulations  it  saw  fit  to  adopt.  It  could 
only  investigate,  deliberate,  and  advise.  It  conld  hear  cour 
plamts  fixtm  whatever  source  they  came,  especially  from  the 
governors  of  the  colonies ;  but  it  had  little  responsibilitf  for 
the  measures  it  proposed.  The  ministers  were  tlie  responsible 
parties,  though  it  was  doubtless  designed  that  thoy  should  be 
advised  by  the  lords  of  trade,  and  kept  properly  informed; 
hat,  from  the  fiu^t  that  the  power  of  these  lords  was  purposely 
oircumscribed,  and  their  importance  could  be  increased  only 
by  alarming  the  fears  or  humoring  the  pr^udices  of  the  connr 
sellors  of  the  king,  they  were  tempted  to  give  false  informa' 
tion,  and  to  suggest  harsh  measures,  well  knowing  that  either 
would  result  in  little  harm  unless  the  counsellors  were  deceived 
by  their  information,  and  approved  their  measures.  It  most 
not  be  supposed,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  atterif 
powerless  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  insti- 
tuted. On  the  contrary,  as  the  depositary  for  all  oomplaiate 
from  homo  and  from  abroad,  and  as  bound  to  be  informed  of 
the  state  of  the  colonies  in  general,  and  of  earli  province  in 
particular,  its  archives  were  loaded  with  documents  of  every 
description,  and  to  this  day  are  valuable  for  the  materials  they 
furnish  illustrating  the  progress  of  the  colonies  and  the  spirit 
and  purposes  of  their  rulers  and  officers.^ 
1701  The  war  against  the  new  eharter  was  commenced  at  an  early 
1716.  date  i  but,  fortunately  for  the  people,  by  the  labors  of  their 

'  The  records  of  this  board  are  several  volumes  relating  to  the  histtuy 

comprised  hmpifMtbiof  two  thousand  of  that  slate  $  and  the  naterials  fron 

foHo  volumes,  rulating  cliieHy  to  Amer-  the  s;iiiie  source  illustratin}»  the 

ica.    The  State  of  New  York,  witii  ry  of  Massachusetts  are  copious  sod 

commendable  liberality,  has  published  valuable. 
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agents  and  the  help  of  their  friends  these  attempts  were  frus-  chap. 
tratedi  and  the  provinoe  was  left  to  act  under  the  instrument 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  solemn  pledges,  and  which  conld 
not  have  been  Tiolated  without  the  groaseet  injustice.*  The 
character  of  these  attempts;  evinces  the  infatuation  which  had 
Kcizfd  upon  the  st-'itt  u  of  Encrland,  and  their  igaorance  of 
the  principles  of  natural  and  civil  liberty. 

It  was  a  defect  in  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary  that  the 
govemois  of  the  provinces  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  king, 
instead  of  bemg  chosen  by  the  people.  These  governors,  it 
■was  early  foreseen,  would  receive  their  appointments,  not  be- 
cause of  their  acquaintance  with  the  conntriea  they  were  to 
rule,  or  their  iideiitj  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  but  because 
of  their  zeal  in  supporting  the  prerogative.  For  the  most  part 
strangers  to  America,  having  neither  estate,  nor  connections, 
nor  interests  there^  little  dependence  could  be  placed  upon 
their  friendliness ;  and  of  many  it  was  openly  said,  "  They 
come  onlv  to  make  moncv  as  fast  as  thcv  can  :  arc  sometimes 
men  of  vicious  characters  and  broken  fortunes,  sent  by  a  min- 
ister merely  to  get  them  out  of  the  way ;  and,  as  they  intend 
Btaying  in  the  country  no  longer  than  their  government  con- 
tinues, and  purpose  to  leave  no  &mily  behind  tiiem,  they  are 
apt  to  be  regardless  of  the  good  will  of  the  people,  and  care 
aiot  what  it!  said  or  thought  of  them  after  they  are  gone."' 

It  wad  on  this  ground  that  the  legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York,  as  well  as  of  other  provinces,  refused  to  settle 
fixed  salaries  on  their  governors.  It  was  only  by  so  doing 
that  their  rapacity  could  be  curbed  and  their  fidelily  secured* 
The  misrepresentatioDs  of  these  gentlemen  had,  doubtless,  a 
powerful  influence  upon  the  suggestions  and  actions  of  the 
lords  of  trade,  and  the  secretary  for  the  southern  department 
who  stood  between  them  and  the  crown.  They  were  supposed 

'  For  an  account  of  these  nttompts    hame,  &c. ;   and  0OBI|k  Phwifclin's 
for  the  subrersioD  of  the  charter,  see   Works,  iv.  296^ 
Dnmniar'a  DcAno«^HiileliiHoq»Qift>     *  FnoklBi'b  Wodu}  Poor  Ooo^li, 
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CUAP.  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  colonies  and 
the  views  of  the  people ;  and  when,  in  their  state  papeies,  they 
complained  of  tiie  innibordiiiate  spirit which  prevailed,  and 
aocnaed  the  people  of  di8lo]r«ll7i  it  Is  not  emprifliiig  that  their 
aUegatioDB  were  received  as  tme,  and  tiiat  an  imprefiflKm  went 
abroad  unfavorable  to  America.  The  joroveraors  of  Massachu- 
sctla  vveic  liuL  bcliiud  those  of  uiliLT  province?  in  f:])r<^ading 
th^  misrepresentations ;  and  the  oflicial  papers  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  prove  condusively  that  few  of  them  hesitated  to 
aocQse  the  people  of ''aiming  at  independence,'' and  of  ''reeistp 
ing  tte  wholesome  instroctiona  of  the  king." 

The  controveraee  with  the  crown  under  the  administrations 
of  Dudley,  of  Shute,  of  Burnet,  and  of  Belcher,  have  n 
already  noticed,  with  the  action  of  Parliament  during  that 
period*  Under  the  administration  of  Governor  Shirley,  these 
conteatB  were  ooatinaed ;  and  that  gentleman,  whose  ambitioa 
H  was  to  commend  himself  to  the  &vor  of  the  king  and  the 
ministry,  and  who  was  a  zealons  supporter  of  the  snpremaey  of 
Parliament,  was  conspicuous  for  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  oftpre?- 
1749.  sion —  ur^ng  a  tax  to  be  laid  upon  tlie  colonies*  by  Faidiameiit 
for  the  support  of  frontier  garrisons,  and  a  revenue  to  the 
crown  independent  of  the  people.  A  large  share  of  responsi- 
bility f<ur  the  meaanrea  which  followed  must  attach  to  Mr. 
Shirley  and  his  confederates  in  the  otiier  provinoee.  It  was 
at  their  suggestion  that  uiuny  steps  were  taken  which  wonld 
hardly  have  been  thought  of,  or  at  lea^t  not  attempted,  had  it 
not  been  for  their  advice.  They  were  busy  in  inflaming  the 
prejudices  of  the  enemies  of  America,  and  saooeeded  too  well 
in  poisoning  the  minda  of  the  connsellors  of  the  kiog.  Hence 
a  system  of  oppression  was  begun  and  continued,  untO  the 
people  of  America,  exasperated  beyond  endurance,  appealed  u> 
the  last  resort  for  redix'ss,  and  submitted  their  cause  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  sword. 

The  war  with  France  which  terminated  with  the  peace  of 
Otfe.8.  Ajx  la  Chapelle  bnrdened  England  with  debt  MassachoaettBy 
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in  the  mean  tune,  though  inTolTed  in  that  war,  and  conducUog  chap< 
enteqaiaea  for  the  oooqnest  of  Canadai  had  not  materially  .^^^ 
jiKsreased  her  burdens ;  bat,  by  her  oommercial  activity  and 

diligenee,  and  by  developing  her  industrial  resources,  she  had 
gone  on  prospering  in  her  circumstances,  and  liad  larorely  ex- 
tended the  area  of  her  operations.  The  expense  of  the  captui-e 
of  Lonisburg  was  indeed  great,  and  at  the  cloee  of  the  war  the 
province  vraa  in  debt  over  two  hundred  thonsand  pounds  8ter> 
ling ;  but  as  Eogland  reimbursed  more  than  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  pounds,  this  sum,  judiciously  applied,  placed 
the  currency  upon  a  souud  basis  again,  and  remedied  evils 
'whieh  had  long  been  felt.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  however, 
because  the  hnances  of  the  province  were  temporarily  embai'« 
nSsed,  that  the  energies  of  the  people  were  palsied,  or  that  the 
channels  of  tiade  and  conmieroe  were  choked.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  sense  of  the  necessity  for  vigorous  ex^tion  to  prevent 
such  a  calamity  had  stimulated  the  activity  and  industry  of  all 
classes ;  societies  and  schemes  for  the  promotion  of  domestic 
manufactures  were  organized  and  established ;  and  enterprising 
merchants  sent  forth  their  vessels  to  all  ports  where  commerce 
oould  be  profitably  conducted.^  ^ 

Two  transactions  in  Parliament^  at  this  date,  indicate  the 
policy  upon  which  the  statesmen  of  England  were  preparing  to 
enter.  lu  1748-9,  a  bill  was  ])rought  in  for  strengthening  tlie  JJ^- 
prerogative,  by  whieli  all  the  king's  instructions  were  to  be 
enforced  in  the  colonies.  This  bill,  bad  it  passed,  would  have 
swept  awaj  at  once  the  charters  of  the  provinces  without  trial 
or  judgment,  and  would  have  established  a  precedent  which 
might  have  been  dangerous  to  England  itself.  Wise  men  fore- 
saw these  evils,  and  the  bill  was  defeated.  At  the  instance  of 
Wal|K)le,  an  attempt  was  next  made  to  regulate  and  restrain 
the  bills  of  credit  which  had  been  put  in  circulation.  Mr. 
Bollan,  the  agent  of  MasBachusetts,  exerted  himself^  with  others, 

^  1ffiiiot,Ll3a. 
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CBAF.  to  defeat  tlik  attempt,  but  without  bucx-(;ss  ;  for  an  act  was 
passed  which  forbade  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit  except  for  the 

i7oi.  corrent  expenses  of  the  year  and  in  case  of  aji  invasion,  but  ia 
no  case  were  such  bills  to  be  a  le^  tender  for  the  pajmeot 
of  debts,  on  pain  of  dismisrion  from  office  on  the  part  of  aaj 
proviucial  governor,  and  a  perpetual  incapacity  for  serving  in 
any  public  employment.* 

17M.  The  complaint  of  the  West  India  sugar  planters  was  attend- 
ed with  more  serioos  oonseqnenoes.  The  wealthy  propiieton 
who  owned  those  plantations,  jealous  of  the  suooess  of 'their 
rivals  at  the  north,  and  of  the  extent  and  importance  of  tfadr 
commercial  adventures,  charged  tlieiu  with  being  the  ageuts 
of  France  and  other  foreign  nations — carrying  on  commerce 
with  Europe  and  America  for  their  own  pai  ticular  benetit,  and 
against  the  interests  of  the  mother  country.^  Complaints  from 
so  respectable  a  source  could  not  pass  nnheeded,  especially  as 
the  proprietors  themselves  were  persons  of  inflnence  at  coarti 
and  many  of  tlie  merchants  of  England  were  interested  in  their 
plantaiioud.  Rum  wa^,  at  that  date,  the  "chief  manufacture" 
of  Massachusetts;  and  tlic  arguments  adduced  in  support  of 
its  utility  were  certainly  novel,  if  they  were  not  convinciDg. 
It  was  contended  that  this  staple  commodily  "  was  the  **  grand 
support  of  their  trades  and  fishery,  without  which  th^  oonld 
no  longer  snbsist"  As  a  "standing  artide  in  the  Indian  trade,** 
and  the  "common  drink"  of  "laborers,  timbermen,  mastineu, 
log'-ff^rs,  and  fishermen,''  how  deplorable  their  condiiiun,  if  de^ 
privcd  of  this  beverage  1  They  "  could  not  endure  the  hard- 
ships of  their  employments  nor  the  rigors  of  the  season  with* 
out  it."  How  cruel,  therefore,  to  restrain  such  a  traffic  1 

'  Gomniont  Jouniab, xxv. 24e»an<l  and  tn  17il9anodier  petittoii  ^  pre- 

zxvi.  65,  119,  120,  187,  206,  265;  sented,  in  consequence  of  which  a  bill 

Ashley's  Merns.  on  Trade,  &c. ;  Chal-  was  hroupht  into  the  House  for  grant- 

mers.  Revolt,  ii.  2j" ;  Minott  L  146-  inp  liberty  to  earn*-  su^ir  directly  to 

14H ;  Gordon's  Am.  Iter.  L  87.  foreip-n  market*.    Ashley's  Mems.  00 

^  A  like  ]>etition  wa.^  preftentcd  in  the  TimIb  of  tha  Cdoaiei^  dnpfc  L 

1731,  which  led  to  the  act  of  1733  ;  and  iL 


Digitized  by  Google 


EXTENT  OF  THE  BUM  TUAFFIG 


249 


Besides,  rum  was  the  "merchandise"  principally  made  use  of  chap. 
to  procure  "corn  and  pork  ; "  nay,  more,  it  was  exported  to 
Guinea,  and  ''exchanged  for  gold  and  siavee/'  This  gold  irao. 
flowed  freely  into  the  coffers  of  England,  and  these  cQaves 
were  carried  to  the  English  sugar  colonies,  and  "  exchanged  for 
their  commodities,  or  sold  for  bills  on  Great  Britain."  Rum 
was,  therclorc,  an  article  of  vital  iiuportance.  It  aided  la 
selling  "  refuse  ilsh "  and  "  low-priced  horses,"  and  was  indis- 
pensable  to  whalemeni  being  Ihe  "  common  drink  of  their  prch 
feesion.'*! 

Hence  the  preeminent  importance  of  ram ;  and  could  tiie 

statesmen  of  England  fail  to  bu  im|)re8>«:cd  with  such  logic? 
The  reasoning  was  conclusive ;  and  for  the  time  being  the 
West  India  merchants  failed  of  their  parpo^e.  Is  it  sorpnsing 
when,  a  few  yean  later,  the  l^islators  of  Hassachnsetts,  con-  itm. 
ridering  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  nun  traffic,  proposed 
an  excise  upon  wines  and  other  spiritnous  liquors,  that  this 
proposal  produced  an  excitement  and  provoked  a  controversy 
which  di.^turbed  for  a  long  time  the  peace  of  the  province  ? 
Taxes  were  becoming  burdensome  from  the  increased  expenses 
of  the  goremment ;  and  the  House,  to  relieye  the  polls  and 
estatesi  the  subjects  of  the  ''dry  tax,''  imposed  a  duty  on  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors.  In  the  bill  for  this  purpose 
« —  so  stringent  wore  its  terms  —  every  householder,  if  required, 
was  to  report,  under  oath,  the  quantity  consumed  in  his  family 
not  purchased  of  some  licensed  person,  in  order  that  tlie  duties 
might  be  accounted  for  by  the  consumer.  '  This  regulation, 
fiom  its  inTUsion  of  "  the  liberties  of  the  people,"  excited  great 
opposition;  in  every  town  the  law  was  more  or  less  d» 
noanced ;  the  press  teemed  with  pamphlets,  in  wMch  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  were  attacked  with  great  violence ;  and 

'  Th^c  nnsons  are  urged  in  Ash-  "  Reanon^  against  the  Renewal  of  tlie 

hfB  Mem.  on  the  Trade  of  the  Colo-  Sugar  Act,"  &&,  pp.  12-15.  See  nino 

Bi^  publnfaca  ID  174<H  and  in  a  Miiiot,L  148-l«i 
fMnpQel,  pnUlihed  m  1764.  ontitled 
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CHAP.  pro?»ecution8  were  instituted  against  some  persons  who  were 
most  bitter  in  thdr  oppoeitioD.  The  character  of  the  liteat 
WL  tare  which  this  oontroveray  called  forth  remiDds  one  strangly 
of  lliat  of  tlie  age  of  Elizabeth,  when  Martm  Mar^Prelate  seat 
forth  his  extravagant  produetioiui.  The  latlee  of  some  of  the 
present  i)um]»lil(?t8  were  equally  significant;  and  "The  Monster 
of  Monsters,"  "  The  Cub  new  licked,"  and  other  delectable  \^t- 
fbrmancee,  remain  as  evideaoee  of  the  extent  of  the  excitement 
and  the  temper  of  the  weapons  with  which  the  war  was  odd- 
ducted. 

In  opposition  to  the  law,  it  was  urged  that  the  iaxy  onoe 

submitted  to,  woiiM  l  o  a  precedent  fur  other  taxes  e<juanj 
oliiiuxiuiis,  and  "  window?,"  imd  soap,"  and  all  otlier  arti(  h'^ 
would  como  under  the  prohibitory  ban,  until  nothinir  would  be 
free.  The  Tirtoes  of  mm  were  loudly  eztoUed.  The  necHur 
of  the  gods  was  ''trash''  in  comparison.  It  was  a  sovereigii 
specific  for  the  poisonons  qualities  with  which  the  waters  oi 
the  eountry  were  loaded,  flowing  as  they  did  "  through  marches 
and  fens,  spawning  with  frogs."  A  tax  upon  other  luxuries 
would  be  far  less  objectionable,  as  the  wealthy  would  pay  a 
large  portion  of  such  tax ;  but  to  tax  rum,  the  drink  of  the 
poor,  the  consoler,  the  vivifier,  the  "  ambrosia  from  heaTen,"  — 
this  was  indeed  to  touch  nearly  the  people.  Boston  ai^  the 
trading  towns  were  the  principal  opponents  of  the  law ;  elae* 
where  in  the  coniinunity  it  was  viewed  with  more  favor  ;  am] 
the  House,  (indinp:  public  opinion  divided,  assumed  the  ree|Km- 
sibility  of  pasisint,^  the  bill,  and  the  law  was  enforced.^ 

The  complaint  of  the  West  India  sugar  planters  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  complaint  of  the  English  iron  manufacturers,  and 
17^  this  was  promptly  heard.   The  manufacture  of  iron  in  the 
colonies  had  become  somewhat  important  j  and  to  check  the 

^  Speech  of  Governor  Shirley,  Eclipse;  Letter  to  a  Merchant  in 

June  17,  in  the  Emng  Ptei  for  Botton,  by  a  True  Friend  of  Liberty  } 

June  24,  1754;  Freedom  the  Fint  KuMt,  L  201-214. 
of  Bleuin^}  the  Bekpee}  the 
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danger  of  riTalrj,  a  oomndttoe,  of  which  Charles  Townshend  cbai*. 
was  Aliai'fmfti*^  reported  a  bSQ,  which  permitted  the  importatioii 
of  pig  or  bar  iron  duty  free,  bat  forbade,  under  a  penalty  of 

two  hundred  pounds,  and  declared  to  be  "  nuisances,"  the  erec- 
tion of  mills  for  slitting  or  rolling  iron,  or  plating  forges  to 
work  with  a  tilt  haumier,  or  furnaces  for  making  steel.  Penn- 
ejlvani^  resisted  this  act  as  "an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the 
king's  sttl^eots  in  America ; "  Massachusetts  denounced  it  as 
an  infringenient  of  her  natural  rights.  To  the  English  mano- 
fiustorers  it  was  objectionable  in  so  &r  as  it  encouraged  the 
importiition  of  the  raw  material ;  aud,  to  appease  them,  such 
importation  was  limited  to  tlie  port  of  London.  The  most 
odious  clause  in  the  law  was,  that  a  retom  of  existing  mills 
ma  required,  and  the  number  was  never  to  be  increased ;  and 
it  was  only  by  a  small  mi)jority  that  a  proposition  for  the  de> 
stmction  of  every  slitting  miQ  was  defeated.  The  indignation 
which  such  a  law  would  excite  among  the  people  may  be  read- 
ily conceived  ;  nor  is  iL  surprising  that  its  enactment  deepened 
their  hatred  of  the  t}Tanny  which  oppressed  thom.^ 

false  stepSi  once  taken,  are  not  easily  retraced;  and  the 
stBtessMD  of  England,  having  entered  upon  the  task  of  legis- 
lating for  the  colonies,  found  that  task  so  congenial  to  their 
ambition  that  the  very  opposition  their  measures  awakened 
served  to  confirm  Uiem  in  their  course  ;  and,  determined  at  all 
hazard  to  subdue  the  retractory  people,  fresh  projects  were 
devised,  in  which  the  lords  of  trade  and  the  ministry  became 
deeply  interested.  An  American  revenue  was  imperiouslj 
demanded ;  and,  to  secure  it,  the  sugar  act  of  the  early  part 
of  tiiis  reign  was  revived  and  continued.*  Nor  was  this  aU.  nsi. 
"  Persons  of  consequence,"  it  is  said,  '*  had  repeatedly,  and  1761. 
without  concealment,  expressed  undigested  notions  of  raising 

>  CommnnH  Journalu,  xxv.  979,  1757;  Doqgbi^  H  109 1  MhlOt»  I 

9m.  093,  105S,  1091,  1096;  Acts  23  170,  171. 

Gfo,  II.  c  xxix  ,  and  30  Geo.  IL  c  •  Acts  12  G.  IL  c  xxx,,  and  24  G. 

EVLf  PkntatioQ  Ltm  far  1760  and  IL c  IwL}  dNOiiina, Bevolt,n.  m. 
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ciiAi'.  revenues  out  of  the  colonies  "  —  some  proposing  to  accompli^ 

^J^^^  this  object  through  the  medium  of  the  post  ofi&oe,  others  by  a 
17<1.  modification  of  the  acts  of  trade,  and  others  by  a  stamp  act,  to 
apply  to  all  the  colonies.  The  Board  of  Trade,  eqaaUy  orgent 
"for  a  revemie  with  which  to  fix  settled  salaries  on  Hie  north- 
er!! governors,  and  defray  tlie  cost  of  Indian  alliauces/'  heark- 
1733.  eued  not  unwillingrlv  to  such  su^tl;  eat  ions,  and  at  lenslh  an- 
noanced  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  "  want  of  a  colonial 
rerenae^"  and  proposed,  as  the  first  step  towards  securing  such 
revenue,  a  reyisimi  of  the  acts  relallng  to  the  West  Indies^  and 
to  sttbstitate  imposts  on  all  West  India  produce  brooght  into 
the  northern  colonies ;  but,  for  the  "  want  of  inlbnnation  on 
tiie  subject,"  the  propos  il  was  delayed.* 

The  next  step  was  more  decisive.    Shirley,  indefatigable  in 
his  devotion  to  the  crown,  continued  to  urge  upon  the  secretajcy 

fVb  \  of  State  "  the  necessity,  not  only  of  a  parliamentary  nnion,  but 
taxation ; "  officers  in  every  colony  clamored  fi^r  the  same 

Julj.  object ;  and  Halifoz,  soon  after,  insisted  with  the  ministry  on 
a  "  general  system  to  eaf^e  the  mother  country  of  the  great  aud 
heavy  exjxinges  with  which  it  of  h\tc  years  was  burdenod."  It 
was  accordingly  resolved  to  raise  funds  for  American  affairs 
by  a  stamp  duly,  and  a  duty  on  products  of  the  West  Indies 
imported  into  the  continental  colonics."  A  tax  npon  "stamped 
paper"  was  likewise  suggested,  which  was  to  be  ''so  diffused 
as  to  be  in  a  manner  insensible.''*  Massachusetts  was  inlbnned 

Nov.  6.  of  these  proceedings,  and  immediately  instructed  her  iig«  i!t  to 
"  oppose  every  thing  that  shall  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
raise  a  revenue  iu  tlie  plantations  for  any  public  iLses  or  ser- 
vices of  government."  ^  If,  in  consequ^oe  of  such  instructioiiSi 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  colonies  would,  "  in 
time,  throw  off  their  dependency  upon  the  mother  country,  and 
set  up  one  general  government  among  themselves,"  Shirley  wa^s 

*  Bancroft,  iv.  100, 101.  on  Cmine  of  Great  Biitain,  &0.,  89^ 

•  Shirley  to  Sir  T.  Robinaon,  Feb.  V'2. 

4,  1755 ;  Bmrd  of  Trade  to  the  8eo  '  Mao.  Rec's}  OovdoD'ft  Am.  Bevb 

rcuay  of  State,  July,  1755;  Essay  L  do. 
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at  hand  to  remark  that^ "  whilst  his  nugest^  hafh  sefven  thou-  chap. 
aaad  troops  kept  up  within  them,  with  the  Indians  at  command, 

it  seems  easy,  provided  liis  governors  and  principal  ofticei's  arc  1760. 
independent  of  the  as.'^emblies  for  their  subpist^nce,  and  conv 
moniy  vigilant,  to  preveut  any  step  of  that  kind  from  being 
taken/'  ^  Such  opiates  soothed  the  timid ;  and  the  resolute 
were  more  earnest  to  bring  the  people  into  **  immediate  subjeo* 
tion."  The  idea  of  a  standing  annj,  alreadj  familiar  to  their 
mindSf  was  eagerly  seized  npon  ;  and,  by  an  order  in  eonncil,  ^i7-^^ 
the  rule  was  laid  down,  ■without  limitation,  that  troops  nii^lit 
be  kept  up  in  the  coloniea,  and  quartered  upon  the  people, 
without  the  con^nt  of  the  several  assemblies.  Thus  a  perma- 
nent army  was  established ;  and,  before  many  years,  the  people 
became  aocnstomed  to  the  presence  of  a  hireling  soldiery,  the 
oatensible  object  of  whose  enlistment  was  "  to  guard  the  fron- 
tiers,*' bnt  which  were  aetnally  designed  to  OTerawe,  shoold  an 
independent  spirit  be  manife.sted.' 

With  an  army  to  enforce  ils  provisions,  and  "warrants  of 
distress  and  imprisonment  of  persons in  case  of  resistance,  a 
law  imposing  a  tax  npon  the  colonies,  it  was  thonght,  conld  be 
ezecnted  without  difficulty ;  and  the  British  press  began  to 
defend  the  scheme  which  had  been  "often  mentioned  in  private, 
to  introduce  a  stamp  duty  on  vellum  and  paper.**  The  project 
of  a  stamp  act  was  pressed  upon  Pitt ;  but  he  '*  scorned  to  take 
an  unjust  and  ungenerous  advantage"  of  the  colonic:*.  Yet, 
timngh  the  war  with  France  prevented  its  immediate  prosocu- 
tion,  the  measure  was  too  important  to  be  laid  wholly  aside. 
Hints  in  its  fkvor  had  been  repeatedly  thrown  out  by  colonial 
governors,  writers  upon  political  economy,  and  aspiring  office 
seekers  ;  and  it  was  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  these 
hint-^  miirht  be  improved  upon,  and  a  revenue  secured.-'  Hence 
a  memorable  resolve  was  adopted  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

*  Shirley  to  Sir  T.  "Rohmson,  Aug.       '  Bancroft,  iv.  221),  L! :>ii 
Id,  1755}  Bollan's  Lett,  to  Secretary      '  Comp.  Gordon's  Am.  iiev.  L  80, 
Wilhfd,m  ilf.H.OolLirL  129.       81,  90 }  BincnA  iV' 
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CHAP,  that  "  the  claim  of  right  in  a  colonial  nmomlAy  to  laise  and 
vpjfij  jmblio  mmey  hy  its  own  ict  alone  is  derogatoiy  to  Ite 
1767.  crown,  and  to  tiie  rights  of  fho  people  of  Great  Britain."  Thk 
was  oontrolllng  with  a  high  hand  the  legislation  of  ihe  cofo- 

nies ;  but,  as  the  views  of  Parliament  aud  the  coanscllors  of 
the  king  did  not  in  all  respec  ts  harmonize,  and  the  privy  coan- 
oil  wore  persuaded  that  thej,  with  the  king,  had  plenary  pow<>r 
to  gOTern  America,  the  execnlion  of  the  extreme  antbori^  cC 
Parliament  was  again  postponed.' 

Upon  the  acoesrion  of  Pitt  to  the  miniBtry,  measures  of  tax- 
ation were  abandoned,  and  assurances  of  piotection  and  en- 
couragoment  were  sent  from  England.  And.  withont  doabt, 
the  prroat  commoner  was  sincere  in  his  expressions  of  good 
will ;  buif  unfortunately  for  him  and  for  America,  though  moch 
power  was  lodged  in  his  hands,  he  was  not  snpreme ;  and, 
though  he  threw  all  his  inflnence  npon  the  side  of  reform,  soeh 
was  the  weight  of  existing  abases,  and  snch  was  the  streo^ 
of  former  prejudices,  that,  with  all  his  zeal  and  with  all  his 
eloquence,  he  was  unable  to  infuse  bif  own  sjiiiit  into  fvprv 
branch  of  the  government.  Hence  the  Board  of  Trade,  over 
which  Hali&z  still  presided,  and  at  which  Oswald,  JeDyns, 
Bigby,  and  Hamilton  sat  as  members,  earnest  to  enforee  die 
poli<^  it  had  long  advocated,  was  preparing  a  new  scheme  fat 
narrowing  the  power  of  the  colonies,  and  was  courting  the 
complaints  of  the  royalist  crovcrnors,  who  wcro  vehement  in 
advocating  a  tax  upon  the  people.  Of  the  secret  dtssigns  of 
this  formidable  cabal  Pitt  was  for  some  time  ignorant,  nor 
were  the  colonies  better  informed  of  the  impending  stona. 
Belying  implicitly  npon  the  professions  of  the  minister,  the  cit- 
izens of  Massachnsetts  were  fnlly  assured  that,  while  he  roled, 
nothing  would  be  wilfully  done  to  infringe  upon  their  liberties, 
and  that  his  integrity  would  frown  up  n.  ;ind  his  vtgilaiu^ 
defeat,  every  attempt  to  degrade  and  enslave  them.   Nor  was 

*  Banoraft,  It.  256. 
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thk  ooiifid«noe  misidaoed  ,*  for,  00  great  was  the  bve  of  free-  chap. 
dom  with  Fitt»  he  would  sooner  have  saorifioed  his  own  prefer- 
mentB  than  hare  been  guilty  oi  abridging  the  liberties  of  1757. 

America. 

Uiulcr  these  circumsUmccs,  MassachuselLo  acted  with  charac- 
teristic promptness ;  and  the  legislutiire  of  the  province,  to  be  1799. 
beforehand  with  the  statesmen  of  JSagiand,  revived  one  of  its 
former  acts,  and  imposed  of  its  own  aooord  a  stamp  tax  npon 
▼eUnm  and  paper,  besides  assessing  a  tax  on  personal  estate  of 
tliirteen  sliillings  and  four|)ence  on  tlie  pound  income,  and  a 
poll  tax  of  nineteen  shillinqrs  on  every  male  over  .sixteen.* 
Governor  Pownall,  foreseeing  the  tendency  of  these  measures, 
had  already  predicted,  with  his  usual  confidence^  the  "nearness 
of  American  independence and,  aggrieved  at  the  conduct  of 
the  legislature  in  keeping  under  its  own  control  the  money 
which  had  been  raised  for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  he  laid  his 
complaints  l>cfore  tlie  Board  of  Trade.  That  board,  expressing' 
its  deliberate  and  lietlled  conviction  that  "  the  dependence 
which  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ought  to  have  ut)on 
the  sover^gnty  of  the  crown  stands  on  a  very  precarious  ibot," 
and  was  **  in  great  danger  of  being  totally  lost,^'  unless  "  some 
efficient  remedy  was  timely  applied "  advised  disssmnlation ; 
and,  by  heeding  this  advice,  the  cloud  passed  over  for  a  time.* 

At  this  juncture  Governor  Pownall  was  transferred  to  South  1760. 
Carolina ;  and  Francis  Bernard,  the  willing  friend  to  the  Eng- 
lish church  and  the  British  authority,  was  appointed  governor 
of  Massachusetts.  The  administration  of  Pownall  had  been 
comparatively  short ;  but  he  had  proved  himself  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  the  prerogatire.  His  standing  in  the  community 
was  remarkably  good  j  and,  by  '  guiding  tiic  people  with  a 

*  Mass.  Rec's;  Chauncy's  Sermon  paper;  and  on  the  18th  of  June,  1755, 

on  Repeal  of  Stamp  Act ;  Gordon's  it  was  renewed  for  two  years.  On  the 

Am.  Rev.  I  98.  4t]i  of  June,  ]756,  James  Russell  was 

'  Rincrofl,  iv.  209.    In  Janmr\',  chosen  comn>i';»i!OTipr  of  .st\m|)>*.  Jour* 

1755,  an  act  wait  pasi^Hl  for  granting  U.  of  K.  tor  1 4Ud-<>,  32,  42. 
dnliM  upon  vdmn,  peiAmentr  and  ^ 
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CHAF.  silken  cord,"  and  conducting  prudcntlj  in  the  disburscmeot  of 
the  revenneB,  he  had  made  hinuelf  popular.  Easy  in  his  nuuh 
1960.  nen,  ooarfeons  and  affiible  in  hia  interoonrse  vith  others,  and 
inclining  to  indulge  in  the  pleasareft  of  fiishionable  life^  he  wav 

the  welcome  associate  of  the  wealthy  and  the  eav ;  and  his 
supposed  influence  in  Kncland,  and  the  le.-jw  cta^  ilitv  of  his 
connections,  gave  him  grcai  wciufht  in  the  public  councils. 
The  extent  of  his  influence  with  the  l^islature  at  lai^  is 
evinced  by  their  respectful  and  even  panegyrical  addresses,  and 
by  the  offer  of  a  passage  to  England  in  the  proTincial  frigate^ 
previous  to  his  entering  upon  the  dnties  of  his  new  oommiS' 

Jane  3.  eion  ;  and,  at  hi.s  embarkation,  botli  Houses  attended  liiiii  in  a 
body  to  his  barge,  and  took  leave  of  liim  in  tenn^  a^*  compli- 
mentary to  his  talents  aa  they  were  cmlitable  to  JihemselvesJ 

Mr.  Bernard,  the  snoeesaor  of  PownaU,  had  previously  served 
aa  governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  therefore  somewhat  ao> 
*qnainted  with  the  spirit  of  the  people.   His  advancement  to 
Massachusetts  was  esteemed  a  reward  for  his  former  fidelity  ; 

Aug.  4.  and,  upon  his  arrival,  he  was  received  with  the  respect  du**  t<> 
his  office.  In  his  first  address  to  the  General  Court,  which 
was  convened  shortly  after,  he  expressed  his  intention  to  pre- 
serve the  privileges  secured  by  the  charter ;  and,  in  a  pnbs& 

StptM,  quent  speech,  he  hinted  at  the  '^blessbgs  of  tiieir  subjection  to 
Great  Britain."  The  House,  in  tiieir  replies,  joined  in  extol- 
ling: the  '  happiness  of  the  times  ;  "  but,  instead  of  acknowledg- 
ing their  "  siibjeetion  "  to  Great  Britain,  they  contented  them- 
selves simply  with  exprejssiug  their  "relation"  to  tliat  couutry. 
Tet  the  English  constitution  they  unanimously  applauded  —  an 
instrument  which,  in  the  estimatioa  of  the  wisest^ "  approached 
perfection,*'  and  of  which  their  own  was  hdd  to  be  a  "  copy," 
or  rather  "  an  improTement,  with  additional  privil^es/'  wlivA 
were  not  enjoyed  by  the  masses  in  England.* 

*■  Minot,  ii.  62-65.  uel  Adaou,  auoted  in  Bancroft,  vr,  IC, 

*  Bbdutone^ft  OommentaiiM,  h.  I  878|  Hntiihuunn,  in.  83 ;  Hhio^  & 
&  i  S  6,  note  12}  Wxitiogt  of  Sam-  76^  77. 
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The  oonqnest  of  Canada  left  England  at  libcrtj  to  listen  chap. 
ODoe  more  to  the  artfni  inaiiiiuUioDS  of  "  inaabordination  '* 
whidi  veie  q[irad  abroad     the  enemiflfl  o  Indeed,  uto. 

trim  ahnoet  erery  quarter  it  wis  urged  that  **  North  America 

ccHiId  never  remain  lono-  subject  to  Great  Britain."  "  It  is  no 
gift  of  prophecy,"  it  was  said  ;  "  it  is  a  natural  and  unavoida- 
ble oonaeqiience,  nnd  must  appear  so  to  every  one  whose  head 
IB  not  too  moeh  affeoted  wi^  popular  madnees  or  political 
enthonaam."^  ''Fbr  all  what  yon  American?  aaj  of  yonr 
loyalty/'  was  the  declaration  of  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Gam- 
den,  in  conversing  with  Franklin,  "I  know  you  will  one  day 
throw  off  your  dependence  upon  this  country,  and,  notwitli- 
atanding  your  boasted  affection  to  it|  will  set  up  for  independ- 
eooe."  No  aoch  idea»"  was  the  prompt  reply,  "  is  entertained 
in  tfae  minda  of  the  Americana;  and  no  andi  idea  will  erer 
eoter  thdr  heads,  nnleaa  yon  groesly  abnae  them."  "Very 
tme,"  was  the  rejoinder ;  that  Is  one  of  the  main  causes  I  see 
▼ill  iiuppen,  and  will  produce  the  event."  * 

The  work  of  "abuse"  soon  began  ;  and  in  Massachusetts  its 
progress  was  signally  marked.  For  a  long  time  two  parties 
had  eziated  in  the  province — the  partf  of  freedom  and  the 
party  of  prerogative.  At  the  head  of  the  latter  were  aneh  of 
the  wealthy  as  hoped,  by  complalaanoe,  to  ahare  the  royal 
favor ;  le<agncd  with  the  foi  mer  were  the  sagacious  aiiti  elo- 
quent champions  of  the  {)eopIe.  Two  of  these  charactens  merit 
particular  notice  because  of  their  prominence.  Thomas  TTtitch- 
inaon,  a  native  of  MaaeachnaettB,  and  a  descendant  of  Mrs. 
Anne  Hutchinson,  waa  the  leader  of  the  royalist  party,  and 
held  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor.  Gifted  by  nature  with 
respectable  talents ;  plausible,  influential,  and  of  a  grasping 
ambition,  he  had.  from  hid  entrance  into  public  life,  partiripated 
largely  in  political  movements ;  by  a  long  course  of  training 

«  Wcrirr's  T.ott.  in  1  M.  TT.  Cn\].  {.       »  Gordon's  Am.  V.-v.  I  97 1  Quin- 
72t  76;  Alznon'a  Anecdotes,  ia  Ban-  of  9  JUfe  of  Quiocy,  269. 

VOL,  u.  17 
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CHAP,  he  had  acquainted  hiniiieif  thoroughly  with  the  qiiesUous  of 
the  day ;  and,  foreseeing  the  advantages  which  obsequioaanfin 
1780.  would  secure  him,  be  had  deroted  himaelf  xealooaly  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  prerogatiTe.  A.  lover  of  money  and  a  lover  of 
place,  he  seertfioed  the  nobility  of  his  nature  to  aoqoire  and 
enjoy  M  cuUh,  and  became  the  flatterer  of  every  one  he  iinasnned 
could  forward  his  interests.  Even  his  professions  of  piety 
were  a  courtly  pretence ;  and,  though  not  wilfully  di-honest, 
his  oooedence  had  the  peculiar  ebeticity  which  distingiiisbfls 
the  demagogae^  and  whidi  knows  how  to  equivocate,  to  ooo- 
oeel,  and  to  deceive.  He  was  as  sinoere  in  his  patriotism  as 
any  one  can  be  who  sacrifices  his  country  for  personal  aggran- 
dizement;  and,  tJioup^h  not  devoid  of  guud  (juali ties,  though 
active  in  business  and  remarkably  polite,  his  whole  nature  was 
corrupted  with  disingenuonsness.  Had  he  written  his  '*Ht»- 
toiy  of  MaasachuaettB''  alone,  —  an  admirable  work  and  a 
monument  to  his  genius,*  —  he  would  have  been  entitled  to 
great  credit,  for  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  high  commendation ; 
but  liis  unfortunate  '*  Letters,"  designed  only  for  private  circu- 
lation, but  which  were  discovered  and  publi^^hed,  stripped  from 
his  face  the  disguise  he  had  borrowed,  and  expoeed  to  the  pub* 
lie  his  glaring  insinoerity.' 
James  Otis,  the  opponent  of  Hutchinson  and  the  champion 

1745.  of  liberty,  was  a  native  of  Barnstable,  and  a  graduate  of  Har- 

1746.  vard.    At  Lkc  age  of  twenty -one  he  comuicuced  practLaing  law 

'  Relative  to  the  History  of  Hutch-  ure  of  reading  iL"    This  passage  bw 

iiunn,  I  find  the  foUowio^  pu-sKige  in  had  the  pen  pa-tsed  throu|^  it ;  but  h 

his  (^orre^p.  voL  &,  farming  part  of  a  donbtless  expresses  the  views  of  Got- 

letter  dated  January  3,  1763.    "T  emor  Hutrhmson,  and  shows  that  the 

design  to  carry  down  Mr.  Prince's  third  volume  of  lus  Hi*itory,  at  least, 

ChrmM^ogv,  and,  at  Bithop  Bttmet  which  was  not  publiabed  until  after 

did,  write  tne  histori'  of  my  (iwn  times,  his  deiith,  wiv*  written  under  the  influ- 

I  shall  paint  charurters  as  freely  as  he  ence  of  partiran  feelings,  tor  which 

did;  but  it  thaH  not  be  punlisfaed  due  allowance  mittt  he  made  in  k» 

while  I  live ;  and  I  expect  the  same  pentsaL 

mtisfaction  which  I  (Inuht  not  the       '  On  thcsr  letter*!,  see  Franklin's 

bishop  had,  of  being  revenged  of  Home  Works,  voL  iv.,  and  the  notes  of  Mr. 

of  the  r  s  [maois].  After  I  am  Sptdta, 

daadt  I  «iih  yon  nay  li^ve  tha  pkaa- 
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in  PI jmonth,  ia  the  old  colony ;  but  two  yean  after  he  moyed  crap. 
to  Boston,  where  the  brilliaiiej  of  hie  talents  and  his  repnta- 
tion  for  integrity  won  for  him  at  onoe  an  enviable  fame,  so  iTtt. 
that  his  sendees  were  sought  in  oases  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance.   Sincerely  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  ronTiti  y.  keenly 
alive  to  the  indignities  it  had  endnred,  and  anxious  to  distin- 
guish himself  as  the  advocate  of  its  rights,  he  had  resented  the 
slight  which  had  been  pat  npon  his  fother,  who  had  been  prom- 
ised a  jodgieship  by  Shirley  npon  the  ooonrrenoe  of  a  Tacanc^, 
and  who^  npon  the  death  of  tiie  yenorable  Sewall,  applied  for  im 
the  office,  but  was  rejected  by  Bernard  in  favor  of  Hutchinson.  ^ 
As  yet  no  oppuitunity  liad  occurred  for  the  display  of  his  zeal, 
nor  had  he  evinced  the  statesmanship  for  which  he  afterwards 
became  famous ;  but  he  was  known  as  an  orator  of  saperior 
powers,  andf  from  his  ardent  enthusiasm  and  tiie  largeness  of 
Ids  heart,  great  hopes  were  formed  of  his  fntnxe  career.' 

Nor  wm  Hutchinson  and  Otis  the  only  noted  men  of  the 
day  ;  for  on  the  side  of  the  royalists  were  Andrew  Oliver,  the 
brother-in-law  of  Hutchinson,  and  a  man  of  like  principles  ; 
the  talented  Gridley,  a  lawyer  of  learning,  majestic  in  his  man- 
ner, and  at  the  head  of  his  profession ;  Timothy  Boggles,  a 
naD  of  quick  apprshension,  and  lordly  in  his  manners^  yet  dis* 
tingm'shed  for  the  boldness  and  strength  of  his  thoughts.  And 
on  the  side  of  the  people  were  Samnel  Adams,  regarded  by 
Bome  as  "  the  father  of  the  revolution,"  a  man  of  uiKiuestionable 
devotion  to  liberty,  **of  steadfast  integrity,  exquisite  imrnauity, 
genteel  erodition,  ei[^;aging  manners,  real  as  well  as  professed 
piety,  and  a  universal  good  character ; "  *  the  elder  Otis,  speak- 
er of  the  House  and  a  distinguished  politician ;  Ozenbridge 
Thacber,  a  lawyer  of  merit,  and  respected  for  his  learning, 
though  somewhat  eccentric  ;  James  Bowdoin,  subsequently  gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  distinguished  for  his  learning,  his 

'  On  Otis,  see  Tudor's  Life  of  Otis  {      *  John  Adoma,  Diary,  in  Woiks, 
Allen's  and  Eliofs  Biog.  Dictioa'si  H  168. 
HiitriihiBOD,  iiL  SB  tt  mi* 
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ORAF.  courtesy,  and  his  addresa  ;  and  Thomas  Gushing,  calm  jet  cod- 
fteat  ia  km  defotuxi  to  fireodom,  aod  famed  for  lua  secrecj  nd 
im  Jus  td«»t  at  proeuriDg  tte  wlMBt  mtelligeDi^ 

Hie  age  otUed  for  great  men,  and  great  men  appealed. 

Whenever  special  instraroents  are  required  in  a  ooontrjr,  God 
raises  Uiem  np;  and,  the  battles  of  freedom  were  to  be 
fonght  on  th^  shores,  and  a  new  empire  was  to  grow  out  of 
tiie  Tioleaee  of  tbe  old  world,  he  imparted  the  courage  wbkk 
flfaiiiifai  from  BO  danger,  the  patriotiflm  which  (hreato  eannot 
terri^  nor  btondfahroenia  aediioe,  Ihe  diivalrone  virtae  which 
Baorifioee  ease  and  personal  seeoritjr  for  tiie  benefit  of  othera, 
the  fidelity  to  principle  which  falters  not  in  its  path,  and  the 
heroic  spirit  which  never  quails.  It  was  by  men  of  such  tem- 
per that  the  colonies  were  prepared  for  their  freedom.  They 
were  foond,  not  enlj  in  New  England,  bat  in  New  York,  and 
at  the  aottdi.  In  all  British  America  unioii  of  feeling  b^gan 
to  spring  up ;  and,  88  the  meshes  of  tyranny  were  diuwn  cloeer 
and  closer,  and  escape  seemed  impossible,  the  rcsohite  dad 
themselves  in  thr  panoply  of  war,  and  the  gauntlet  ol  deiianoe 
was  thrown  at  the  feet  of  the  king  and  his  ministers. 
OstlS.  The  death  of  George  II.,  and  the  accession  of  George  IQ., 
mark  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  colonies.  Already  were 
romors  in  eircnlation  of  the  find  design  in  England  to  le* 
model  tiie  proWnoes  and  many  officers  of  the  army  expressed 
openly  the  opinion  that  '  Ann  rica  should  be  compelled  to  yield 
a  revenue  at  the  disposition  of  the  crown."*  Such  proposals 
could  not  but  awaken  resentment ;  and  the  feeling  was  ex* 
pressed, "  These  Englishmen  will  overtnin  ereiy  thing.  We 
most  resist  them,  and  that  by  force."  *  Nor  was  tiie  character 
of  the  new  monarch,  then  bat  twenty«two  years  of  age,  snch  as 
to  inspire  the  hope  that,  under  his  reign,  the  affairs  of  the 
pro vi net  s  would  be  leas  rigorously  conducted.  True,  Tn^rersoll, 
of  Connecticut,  who  was  present  at  his  coronation,  carried 

*  John  Adams's  Works,  iT.  6,  7.         '  Joha  Adams's  Works,  It.  & 

*  BMWoflpif.aTL 
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awaj  bjr  the  general  cnthusin^m,  dflscribed  him  as  "not  only,  ohap. 
us  a  king,  dispoaed  to  do  all  in  hia  power  to  make  his  aolQeots 
bappj,"  but  as  nndoabtodly  of  a  disporitioii  tralj  reUfgiom.''^  im 
This  was  before  Ihe  arbitrariness  of  his  disposition  had  had 
time  to  devdop  itself ;  for  the  raling  idea,  indelibly  branded 
in  hirf  mind,  waa  the  restoration  of  the  prerogative,  which,  in 
America,  the  provincial  assemblies  had  resisted  and  defied. 
"  The  yoimg  man  is  very  obstinate,''  was  Charles  Townshend's 
jndgmeot;  and  fikels  soon  Terified  Ae  eorredness  of  thai 
jadgment*' 

The  news  of  the  demise  of  George  n.  readied  Boston  in 

the  winter ; '  and  soon  after  events  occurred  significant  in  their  D«c  17. 
influence  upoii  the  liberties  of  America.  The  reduction  of 
Canada,  it  was  hoped  by  the  people,  would  free  them  from  the 
presence  of  a  formidable  ^emy,  and  enable  them  to  "sit  qniefe 
vnder  their  own  Tines  and  fig  trees,  widi  none  to  molest  or 
make  them  afraid.''^  Satisfied,  generally,  with  liie  government 
ooder  fheir  charter,  notwithstanding  its  defects,  and  sincerely 
attached  to  the  English  constitution,  no  people  were  more  loyal 
than  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies.  Undoubtedly  there  were 
some  who  had  ^gured  to  themselves,  in  the  distant  future,  aa 
American  empire  of  unlimited  extent  and  unparalleled  gna- 
deor ;  bat,  while  the  French  held  possession  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  oontment,  the  people^  as  a  wholes  were  content  with  their 
present  condition,  and  wonld  probably  have  oontimied  so  had 
they  \)cen  left  undisturbed.  When  tlie  i'rench  were  subdued, 
a  new  scene  opened.  It  was  foreseen  by  Englibli  ua  well  as 
by  colonial  statesmen  that  the  pleasantness,  fertility,  and  plenty 
of  the  ooontry,  washed  by  the  Athmtie  for  over  two  thousand 
miles  on  its  coasta,  and  oommvnieating  with  a  region  of  em* 

■  BHwroftthr.SSS.  FtanUfai,ibo^  Woiia,  ^  440,  «d.  18401 

:n  1 769,  sj)eaklng  of  George  ni.,  says,       *  Biuicrofl,  iv.  386,  387. 

"  1  can  scarcely  cor*ceive  a  king  of       '  Bmton  Gazette  far  Jan.  1, 1761  { 


TOtuMb  or  more  truly  (icNirous  or  pro-  *  Walpole'k  Oeoiga  IIL  iL  70| 
motbg  the  velfrre  of  his  aubieota.''  HtrtdmiioD,  iiL  84. 
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CHAP,  berant  fertility  hj  vast  lakes  and  maiij  navigable  rireray'  would 
^J^^nataraUj  invite,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  obetrnct^  a 
im  gradoal  progresB  of  the  settlemenis,  already  eztensive^  throoglh 
out  the  continent^  from  tiie  Atiantic  to  the  Pacific  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  colonies  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  number 
of  inhabitants  doubled  once  in  about  twonty-five  years.  In 
than  a  century,  therefore,  if  not  within  half  that  time,  there 
would  be  "  more  people  in  America  than  in  England ; "  *  and 
wonld  a  body  bo  namerone  and  hardy,  **  accostomed  to  more 
than  British  liberty,"  with  whom  the  "  leaven  of  independency  ' 
was  thought  to  bo  "  irradicable, '  perpetaally  submit  to  foreign 
domination,  without  a  thought  of  bettering  their  roudition  by 
"  setting  lip  for  themselves "  ?  The^e  couaiderations,  indeed, 
did  not  of  themselves  "  immediately  occasion  any  plan  "  to  se- 
cure **  independency ;  bat  they  produced  a  higher  sense  of 
the  grandeur  and  importance  of  the  colonies,"  and  broader 
views  of  the  destiny  to  which  they  might  attain ;  and  minds 
aoonstomed  to  reflection  could  not  long  resist  the  impulse 
which  sucli  thoughtf  inspired.  Hence,  every  where,  "men 
were  led  to  inquire,  with  greater  attention  tlian  furaierly,  into 
the  relation  in  which  the  colonies  stood  to  the  state  from  which 
they  sprang and,  from  various  events,  they  were  prepared 
to  think  more  &vorably  of  independency,  before  any  measures 
were  taken  with  a  professed  design  of  attaining  it" 

One  of  these  events  was  the  opening  of  the  drama  which 
soon  after  followed.  By  an  act  of  Parliament  of  the  6th  of 
1788.  George  II.,  a  duty  of  sixpence  per  gallon  was  imposed  upoa 
all  foreign  molasses  imported  into  the  colonies ;  and  in  case  of 
forfeiture,  one  third  part  went  to  the  king  for  the  use  of  the 
colony  where  the  forfdture  was  made,  one  iJurd  to  the  gov* 
emor,  and  one  third  to  the  informer.  This  act  had  been  in 
force  for  nearly  thirty  years  ;  large  smur  had  V)e<'n  f(jrfeited 
under  it ;  and  illegal  abused  had  been  committed  in  the  disposal 

>  Wm'i  Lett  in  1  M.  IL  Coll  L      »  Weare,  in  1  M.  H,  Coll  I  "Ij 
78.  QnliaiM^  ii.  863. 
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of  the  fines.  The  officers  of  the  customs,  distincrui.^iied  for  chap. 
their  rapaci^»  and  xealoas  to  meet  the  approTal  of  the  minis* 
tij,  bctgan  to  be  more  Tigorons  in  enfiyrdng  the  law ;  audi  as  it  itbo, 
bad  ever  been  odious,  their  conduct  was  resented,  thdr  pro- 
ceedings were  scrutinized,  and  their  authority  was  questioned. 
A  petition  for  a  hearing  was  presented  by  several  merchanta ; 
tiie  committee  reported  in  their  favor,  and  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  sanctioned  their  report.  The  officers  of  the 
customs  appealed  to  the  governor,  and  the  resolation  of  the 
House  was  n^tiyed.  A  conference  ensaed»  and  the  governor 
acqniesced  in  the  reeolntion.  Immediately  an  action  was 
broi^bt  by  the  treasurer  of  the  province,  and  a  in  abate- 
ment was  made  by  ^fr.  Paxton.  This  plea  was  overrulpd  in 
the  Inferior  Court ;  but,  on  the  appeal,  it  was  sustained  by  the 
Superior  Court,  and  judgment  was  rendered  against  the  treas- 
urer.' 

This  triumph  of  the  officers  prepared  them  to  take  stronger 
grounds ;  and,  as  they  had  been  aoenstomed,  under  color  of  the 

law,  forcibly  to  enter  both  wareliouses  and  dwelling  houses, 
upon  information  that  r  onlmband  jroods  were  conepfiled  in 
thein,  one  of  their  number  petitioned  the  Sn^x'rior  (^)urt  for 
writs  of  assistance  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  Excep- 
iiona  were  taken  to  this  application,  and  James  Otis  desired  a 
time  might  be  assigned  for  a  hearing.  His  request  was  grants 
«d ;  MM],  on  <l>e  day  fixed,  Tboma.  HntehtaKm,  the  iw^  chief 
justice,  with  his  four  associates,  sat  in  the  crowded  council 
clianil)cr  of  the  old  town  house,  in  iio^iton,  for  the  trial  of  the 
(muse.* 

The  case  for  the  crown  was  opened  by  Gridley,  as  the  king's 
attorney,  and  the  legality  of  the  writ  was  learnedly  maintained. 
**  The  statutes  of  tide  12th  and  i4th  of  Charles  H.,  and  the  6th 

'  Hutchinson,  iiL  89-92 1  Minot,  iL  thority  under  wBeh  the  officers  acted 

80-87.     Hutchin-ion  «ivs  the  cause  in  these  cases  was  *•  afsnmed."  md 

^tiM  "  feebly  supported  "  by  the  plain-  that  the  Kmrrants  vrhich  the  governor 

tifl''.  hftd  been  accustomed  to  iasue  were 

*  Hatefamioa  edmita  that  the  an-  •'of  no  tilue."  Uiat.  iiL  93, 03. 
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CHAP,  of  Anue,"  —  such  was  his  plea,  —  *' allow  write  of  assistance  to 
^J:^^  be  issued  by  the  English  Court  of  Exchequer ;  the  colonial  kw 
mi.  of  the  2d  WiUiam  III.,  chapter  3,  devoivw  the  power  of  tfart 
court  on  the  colonial  Superior  Court ;  and  the  statotee  of  ttia 
7th  and  8tfa  WilUam  III.  confer  upon  colonial  revenne  officen 
the  same  powers  as  are  ezerdsed  by  t^e  like  officers  in  En^ 
lain].  To  refuse,  therefore,  the  writ  of  assistiince,  even  if  tiie 
Gomuiou  privileges  of  Euglishmen  are  taken  away  by  it,  is  to 
deny  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  the  eoveraiga 
legislature  of  the  British  empire.''  ^ 

Oxenbridge  Thacher  rose  to  reply ;  and  his  aigmnent  erinoeB 
bis  wisdom  and  learning.  The  material  question  wiucfa  daims 
our  attention,"  said  lie,  "  is  whether  the  practice  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  good  ground  for  this  court.  Tlie  court  it<»elf  has 
renouQCod  the  chazu>e  of  jurisdiction  which  the  Exchequer  had 
in  esses  where  either  parfy  was  the  king's  debtor ;  and  why 
depart  in  the  present  instance?  Besides^  in  Bogland,  all  infor- 
mations of  uncustomed  or  prohibited  goods  were  in  the  Ex* 
chequer ;  so  that  the  custom  house  officers  were  the  officers  of 
that  t  )!irt,  under  the  eye  and  discretion  of  the  barons,  and 
accountable  for  wanton  abuses  of  power.  The  writ  now  prayed 
for  is  not  returnable.  If  the  seizures  were  so  before  their  hon- 
ors, and  this  court  should  inquire  into  them,  they  would  often 
find  a  wanton  exercise  of  power.  In  England)  the  officers 
seize  at  their  peril,  even  with  probable  caose."  " 

James  Otis  appeared  for  the  inhabitants  of  Boston ;  and  his 
sj)eech  created  an  unusual  excitemciiL.  "  I  am  determined," 
was  his  avowal,  *'  to  my  dying  day  to  oppose,  with  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  God  has  given  me,  all  such  iostrnments 
of  slavery,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Tillsny,  on  the  other,  as  this 
writ  of  assistance  is.  I  argue  in  &yor  of  British  liberties,  at 
a  time  when  we  hear  the  greatest  monarch  upon  earth  dechmng 
from  his  throne  that  he  glories  in  the  name  of  Briton,  and  that 

'  Hutchinson,  iiL  94 ;  Minot,  ii.  88 ;      '  Minot,  iL  90,  91. 
Bowrolt,  iT.  414, 415. 
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the  privileges  of  his  people  are  dearer  to  him  than  the  most  chap. 
valuable  pferogatiw  of  his  crown.  I  oppose  the  kind  of 
power  the  coEeroiBe  of  which,  in  former  periods  of  English  his*  ijSL 
toiy,  cost  one  king  of  England  his  head  end  another  his  throne* 
Let  tiie  oonseqneDoes  be  what  they  will,  I  am  determined  to 
proceed,  and  to  the  call  of  my  country  am  ready  to  sacritice 
e&tate,  eabo,  health,  applause,  and  even  life.  The  patriot  and 
the  hero  will  ever  do  thus ;  and  if  brought  to  the  trial,  it  will 
then  be  known  how  £ir  I  can  reduce  to  praetioe  prindples 
wMdi  I  know  to  be  fonnded  in  tmth. 

"  Speoial  writs  may  be  legal ;  and  the  Comrt  of  Exchequer 
may  grant  such,  upon  oath  made  before  the  lord  treasurer  by 
those  who  solicit  them.  The  act  of  14  Charles  II.  c(  lu  lu-ively 
proves  this.  On  this  ground  the  present  writ,  being  general, 
18  iU^gaL  Every  one,  with  this  writ,  may  be  a  tyrant ;  and  if 
Hob  oonunission  be  legal,  a  tyrant,  in  a  legal  manner,  may  also 
oontrol,  unprison,  or  mnrder  any  one  withun  the  realm.  Again, 
Ihe  writ  is  perpetual.  No  return  is  to  be  made ;  and  he  who 
executes  it  is  responsible  to  no  one  for  Ids  doings.  He  may 
reign  secure  in  his  petty  tyranny,  and  spread  terror  and  deso- 
lation around  him  until  the  trump  of  the  archangel  shall  excite 
different  emotions  in  his  soul.  Besides,  the  writ  is  unlimited. 
The  ofBceiB  may  enter  all  houses  at  will,  and  '^""^"'^  all  to  , 
aasist  him.  Nay,  even  his  menials  may  enforce  its  provisions. 
And  what  is  this  but  to  have  the  corse  of  Canaan  with  a  wit> 
ness  upon  us  ?  —  to  bo  the  servant  of  servants,  the  most  despi- 
cable of  God's  creation  7 

'*  The  freedom  of  one's  house  is  an  essential  branch  of  Eng- 
liah  liberty.  A  man's  house  is  his  casUe ;  and  while  he  is 
quiets  he  is  as  well  guarded  as  his  prince.  This  writ,  if  de- 
clared legal,  annihilates  this  privilege.  Officers  and  their 
menials  may  enter  our  houses  when  they  please,  and  we  can- 
not resist  them.  Upon  bare  suspicion  tliey  may  institute  a 
search.  And  that  this  wanton  exercise  of  power  is  no  chimera 
focts  fully  prove.    Beason  and  the  constitution  are  both 


Digitized  by  Google 


266 


SPEECH  OF  OTIS. 


CHAP,  against  this  writ.    The  ouly  authority  that  can  Ini  fouud  fur 
it  is  a  law  enacted  in  the  zenith  of  arbitrary  power,  when  Star 

mi.  Chamber  abnsee  were  pushed  to  eztremily  by  some  ignonat 
derk  of  the  Ezcheqiidr.  Bat  even  If  the  writ  oonld  be  else* 
where  found,  it  would  be  illegal.  No  act  of  Parliament  can 
establish  such  a  writ.  Though  it  should  he  tiiadc  in  the  very 
words  of  the  petition,  it  would  be  void  j  for  every  act  against 
the  constitution  is  void."  * 

The  audience  listened  with  breathless  interest  to  the  stream 
of  eloquence  which,  for  over  four  hours,  poured  from  the  lips 
of  the  gifted  orator.  Otis,"  says  Adams,  who  was  one  of  his 
hearers,  "  was  a  flame  of  fire.  With  a  promptitude  of  elasstcal 
allusions,  a  depth  of  researcli,  a  rapid  summary  of  histf)ri('al 
events  and  dates,  a  profusion  of  legal  authorities,  a  prophetic 
glance  of  his  eyes  into  futurity,  and  a  rapid  torrent  of  impet- 
uous eloquence,  he  hurried  away  all  before  him.  American 
independence  was  then  and  there  bom.  Eveiy  man  of  an 
immense,  crowded  audience  appeared  to  me  to  go  away,  as  I 
did,  ready  to  take  up  arms  against  writs  of  assistance."*  The 
sketches  of  his  speech  which  have  been  preserved  g-ive  but  an 
imperfect  idea  of  its  volume  and  meaning.  It  was  an  unwrit- 
ten performance^  and  not  easily  reported,  for  the  sympathy  of 
his  hearers  was  carried  with  his  theme.  Yet  the  fragments  we 
possess  are  certainly  powerful ;  and  we  can  form  some  concep- 
tion of  the  impresnon  the  whole  must  have  made.  The  Terr 

Mftj.  same  year  the  orator  was  chosea  a  repi  csentative  from  Boston. 
In  the  estimation  of  Hutchinson,  he  was  the  "  great  incendia- 
ry "  of  New  England ;  in  the  estimation  of  the  poople,  he  was 
the  guardian  of  their  rights.  The  inhabitants  of  Boston  were 
ali^e  with  excitement.  Never  before  had  their  feelings  been 
so  stirred ;  neyer  before  had  a  more  vital  question  been  dis- 
cussed iu  their  presence.  John  Adams,  borne  away  by  the 
occasion,  felt  the  spirit  of  resistance  welling  up  in  im  bi^t ; 

*  For  this  celebrated  speech,  see   Adams,  App.  523,  524. 
Mioot,  u.  91-09}  Diaiy  of  Xoha     ■  Alkali  Biog.  Diet.  art.  Otii. 
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and  finm  that  time  forward  he  ooald  nem  read  the  Acts  of  obaf. 
Tnd»  iritiioat  anger,  "nor  any  seetioa  of  them  withbat  a^„^^ 
corse/'  ^  mi. 

Yet  the  eloquence  of  Otis  did  not  cany  the  day.  The  old 
members  of  the  Superior  Court  and  the  "  friends  of  liberty  " 
inclined  to  his  side  ^  bat  the  plausible  Hutchinson,  determined 
not  to  yield  to  the  preesnre  of  public  opinion, "  prevailed  with 
has  brethren  to  contmne  the  canse  to  the  next  term,  and  in  the 
mean  time  wrote  to  England for  definite  inBtmetions.  The 
answer  was  in  his  favor  ;  and  when  it  came,  notwithstanding 
the  charge  of  illegality  was  untouched,  writs  of  assistance  were 
granted  by  the  coort  whenever  the  revenue  officers  applied  for 
tln^  same.* 

Before  the  CQntrorersy  was  renewed,  an  ominous  change 
took  place  in  the  ministry.  Pitt,  the  great  commoner,"  re- 
signed bis  oiBoe,  and  the  Earl  of  Egremont  became  his  sno-  Gets. 

cessor.'  The  kinir.  bent  on  securing  "  to  the  court  the  unlim- 
ited and  uncontrolled  use  of  its  vast  influence,  under  the  solo 
direction  of  ib  private  favor,"  *  was  seconded  in  his  purpose 
by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  his  obeequioos  firiend  and  willing  tool. 
Pitt  was  in  the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  His 
miyielding  integrity  woldd  stoop  to  no  chicanery.  Confiding 
in  his  own  judgment,  and  relying  too  much,  perhaps,  on  its  fid- 
lible  dicta tw?,  he  was  uiiwilliug  to  lissteu  to  the  sugges^tions  of 
oUiers ;  and,  by  taking  decided  ground  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  court,  he  provoked  the  enmity  of  tiiose  who 
envied  his  abilities  and  hated  him  for  his  firmnees.  His  place 
was  DO  longer  desirable,  and  he  surrendered  the  seals  into  the 
hands  of  Ihe  king.  The  friends  of  Bute  wished  him  "joy  of 
being  delivered  of  a  most  impracticable  colleague,  his  majesty 

*  Nonuoglua,  App^  269  i  Banoxoit,  announcing  the  resignation  of  Pitt ; 
iv.  218.  Review  of  Pitt's  Administration,  14  J ; 

'  Hutchmsoo,  iiL  96;  Baocraft,iT.  Grennlle  Corre^p.  i.  391,  409 1  Wal- 

4ia.  p<)l     OeoTge  III,  I  80. 

*  TrumbuU  MSS.  iL  15 }  Letter  of  '  liurke's  Works,  L  368 ;  BancroO, 
EmiI  of  ^femont  of  OoL  19, 1761,  hr.  387. 
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CHAP,  of  ft  most  imperioas  servant^  and  the  oonntiy  of  a  most  dm 
^^^fSenoB  minister.''^  Bat  there  irere  not  waatiiig  ibtm  who 
ntL  yiewed  his  withdrawal  in  a  different  light.  The  nation  wm 
"tfamiderBtniek,  alarmed,  and  indignant;'^  the  people  of 

America,  wlio  almost  idolized  him,  heaid  of  his  re^gnation  with 
the  deepest  regret  ;  and  the  changes  which  followed  hastoied 
the  period  of  conflict  with  the  crown. 

Not  immediately  did  the  storm  bursty  thoo^^  the  doods  were 
gathering  and  the  winds  were  rising.  In  this  brief  interval 
Otis  again  entered  flie  field  as  the  champion  of  llio  people ; 
6q».  U.  and,  resenting  a  stretch  of  authority  in  the  governor,  who  had 
presumed  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  Houh< ,  ]<y  rc-eom- 
mending  provisions  for  the  continuance  of  pay  to  tlie  crews  of 
the  Teesela  employed  for  the  protection  of  the  province,  he 
drew  np  a  remonstrance^  condemning  his  condnet  as  taking 
from  the  Honse  '*  their  most  darling  privilege,  the  right  of 
orig^ting  all  taxes,"  and  as  annihilating,"  at  a  blow,  ''one 
branch  cf  the  legislature."*  In  such  cases,  he  urged,  it  would 
be  of  little  conBequencc  to  the  jxiojjle  "  whether  they  were 
subject  to  George  or  Louis,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  the 
King  of  France,  if  both  were  arbitrary,  as  both  wonld  be  if 
they  could  levy  taxes  withoat  Parliament." 

This  remonstrance  wss  sent  to  the  governor,  bnt  was  re- 
tumed  the  same  day  in  a  private  letter  to  the  speaker,  with 
the  advice  that  he  should  recommend  to  the  House  not  t^i  enter 
it  upotj  their  recorda  without  expunging  from  it  that  passage 
in  which  "  the  king's  name  was  used  with  a  freedom  which  was 
not  decent"  Otis  resisted  this  proposal,  bnt  at  length  ex- 
presaed  his  willingness  so  for  to  modify  his  language  as  to 
insert  the  saving  clause,  "with  all  due  reverence  to  his  miyes- 
sacred  person  and  government ; "  but  the  friends  of  the 
governor  cried,  "Erase  them  I  erase  them  I"  and  they  were 
ordered  to  be  expunged.   Otis  defended  his  coarse  in  a  pant* 

*  Doddin^ton's  Dianr  i  N.  A.  Kev.      *  Hutchinaoa,  iiL  97. 
ftr  Oot  18^  I  Buonft^  iv.  412. 
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pLlct  which  he  publiahed  at  the  close  of  the  aeasion,  and  the  chap. 
diaracter  of  the  gOTemor  wm  attacked  in  the  newspapera.' 

The  eontrcnrenj  upon  the  cnrracj  was  of  minor  impor-  im. 
tance,  though  it  called  fordi  again  theenergics  of  Otis.  A  bOl 
was  reported,  and  passed  in  the  House,  making  gold  a  legal 
tender  ia  the  payment  of  debts.  The  council  nnnc* incurred. 
A  conference  ensued  ;  and,  after  the  subject  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, the  House  persisted  in  adhering  to  their  determination, 
and  the  Coondl,  as  finn,  reAised  to  sanction  the  bill.  Yet  it 
passed  at  a  sabseqnent  date ;  and  gold,  as  well  ss  silver,  was 
made  a  lawM  tender.* 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Otis  at  the  conclndon  of  the  French  war,  ITM, 
and  upon  the  reception  of  the  newa  tliat  peace  had  been  pro- 
claimed, may  be  considered  as  expressing  the  views  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  that  time.  "  We  in  America,"  said  he^ "  have  cer- 
tainly ahondant  reasons  to  r^ice.  The  heathen  are  not  only 
driven  ont,  bnt  the  Canadians,  moch  more  fonnidable  enemies, 
are  conqnered,  and  become  fellow-eabjectB.  The  British  do- 
minion and  power  may  now  be  said,  literally,  to  extend  from 
sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  great  river  to  the  ends  of  tlic  earth. 
And  we  may  safely  conclude,  from  his  majesty's  wise  adminis- 
tration hitherto,  that  liberty  and  knowledge,  civil  and  religious, 
will  be  ooextended,  improved,  and  preserved  to  the  latest  poete^ 
ily.  No  other  constitution  of  dvil  government  has  yet  appeared 
in  the  world  so  admirably  adapted  to  these  great  purposes  as 
that  of  Great  Britain.  Every  British  subject  in  America  is, 
of  comuiuii  right,  by  acts  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  laws  of 
God  and  nature,  eutiticd  to  all  the  essential  privileges  of 
Britons.  By  particular  charters  there  are  peculiar  privileges 
granted,  as  in  justice  they  might  and  ought,  in  consideration 
of  the  arduous  undertaking  to  b^gin  so  glorious  an  empire  as 

*  Oti«*8  Vindication,  15.  Hutchin-  ETening  Post  for  Dec  14, 1761 ;  Con- 

•oo,  iiL  97«  98,  alters  Iht  language,  siderations  on  I/jweritig  the  Value  of 

and  with  it  the  Acnse.  Gnld  Coins ;  Hutchinaoiiy  iiL  9^100| 

s  Uutehinaon's  Corresp.  it.  j  Bostoa  Minot,  iL  102-106w 
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CUAP.  Britifh  America  is  l  iaiag  to.  These  jealousies,  that  some  weak 
and  wicked  minds  have  endeavored  to  infuse  with  regard  to 
176a.  the  colonieB,  had  their  birth  in  the  blacknees  of  darkneae ;  and 
it  ia  great  pi^  tfaej  had  not  remained  there  foiew.  Hie 
true  intereata  of  Great  Britain  and  her  plantationa  are  nratoal ; 
and  what  God  in  his  providence  has  united  let  no  man  dare 
attempt  to  pull  asunder."* 

These  wordB,  which  came  from  his  heart,  met  with  a  re- 
sponse  as  cordial  as  it  was  sincere.  The  loyalty  of  the  colo- 
nists at  this  date  stands  nnimpeached ;  and,  donhtleaa^  their 
union  with  the  motiier  oonntiy  might  have  continned  much 
longer,  had  it  not  been  for  the  miaoondnct  of  the  connsellors 
of  the  king.  Upon  them  must  re?t  the  responsibility  of  the 
measures  which  ioiiowed,  and  not  upon  the  people  of  the  thir- 
teen colonies. 

I  HiiteliiMi»at.l01,10aL 
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CHAPTER  X 


BEQIKHUHO  OF  THB  8TKT70OLB.  THB  STAMP  ACT. 

Thb  peace  of  Ttam  was  as  joyoaslj  welcomed  in  America  as  chap* 

in  England.  The  seven  years'  war,  which  had  convulsed  the 
civilized  world,  had  Icnninalod  in  favor  of  the  rivals  of  France,  176a. 
and  the  bouiul'^  of  the  Gallicaii  empire  in  ihe  west  had  been 
lai^Iy  restricted.  Freed  from  fears  of  aggressions  from  the 
Qorfb,  and  at  peace  with  the  Indians  by  a  judicious  policy,  the 
inhabiteata  of  New  England  and  of  the  other  British  colonies 
flherished  llie  hope  that  a  brighter  day  was  abont  to  dawn,  and 
tliat  an  unlwuuded  career  of  happiness  wa^<  before  them.  But, 
thonjrh  loyal  addresses  were  forwarded  to  the  king,  and  public 
Ustimonials  of  gratitude  were  offered,  the  people  wer*^  flf^stined 
quite  early  to  ieam  that  the  very  successes  which  had  attended 
the  English  arms  were  ominoos  of  eril  to  them,  and  that  the 
policy  which  the  statesmen  of  England  had  long  been  mataring 
was  to  be  more  folly  developed,  and  applied  with  a  rigorons- 
neas  fur  exceeding  any  former  oppressions.  It  wa.s  unfortunate 
for  England  that  the  nnn  who  at  tliis  time  manaired  her  politi- 
cal affairs  were  lacking  in  the  wisdom,  and  eschewed  the  mod- 
deration,  which  Conld  alone  secure  to  her  the  benefit  of  her 
triomphs.  Ignorant  of  the  geography  of  the  country  and  of  the 
character  of  its  residents,  few  were  fimdliar  with  the  history  of 
America,  and  none  fully  Bympathized  with,  or  oven  comprehend* 
ed,tlie  opinions  which  prcvuiled  hen.  Loi;kiiig  at[)olitirs  from 
a  different  standpoint,  the  statesmen  of  the  new  world,  versed 
in  the  principles  of  natural  law,  demanded,  not  as  a  favor,  but 
as  a  matter  of  justice^  equality  with  their  feUow-sabjccts,  and 
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CHAP,  exemption  from  special  and  unequal  l^slation.  TTad  a  little 
more  deferenoe  been  paid  to  these  claims,  or  had  the  ministers 
iTttS.  of  the  king  consented  to  listen  to  the  statements  of  grieraoces 
sent  from  these  shores,  the  straggle  which  issued  in  tiie  inde- 
pendence of  America  might,  perhaps,  have  been  defisrred  for  a 
season  ;  for  it  was  not  antil  they  were  forced  to  resistance  that 
the  American  people  renounced  their  allefnance  to  Enirland, 
and  declared  themselves  entitled  to  the  beaefita  of  self-govcro- 
ment^ 

At  this  period  of  our  history,  .when  a  new  soeoe  is  abont 
opening.  It  may  be  proper  to  pause  for  a  moment,  and  gluioe 
at  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  province.  Massacbasetts, 

in  1768,  contained  a  population  of  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
thousand  whlto  pcr?on?,  and  five  thousand  k<.^  There 
were  thirteen  counties  and  two  hundred  and  forty  towns  within 
its  limits,  including  the  ProTinee  of  Maine.  The  commerce  of 
the  conntry  employed  at  least  six  hundred  vessels,  chiefly  owned 
in  Boston  and  Salem  and  a  few  other  seaboard  towns^  whicb 
were  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  and  in  voyages  to  all  parts  of 
the  civilized  world.^  Domestic  mauufticturcsi.  in  some  depart- 
meuts,  were  vi<^()rously  prosecuted  ;  in  others  tlieir  progress 
had  been  comparatively  tritiiiig.  It  was  never  the  policy  of 
the  English  government  to  encourage  industry  in  the  colonies } 
and  what  was  aocomplisbed  was  accomplished  in  secret,  and  by 
stealth,  as  it  were.  But  it  was  difficult  to  repress  Ibe  enetglcs 

'  "  The  Mlanista,"  writes  Ota  in  •  1  M.  H.  ColL  iv.  198 ;  2  M.  H. 

1764,  "  know  the  blood  andtreisurp  roll  Ji  95;  UolmeVs  Am.  Ann.  ii. 

inde]>endence  would  cost.    They  wiil  l\ti;  bradford,  i.  41 1  Graliaine,  ii. 

never  think  of  it  tQl  driven  to  it,  as  38.    An  order  wa5s  p  isaed  by  the  le* 

the  last,  fatal  re^>ort  agiinst  nnin*'-tf>-  :r'sl;iture  of  Great  Hrilciin  re  ^iiinnij  a 

ml  oppressioD,  which  will  make  the  census  to  be  taken  of  the  inhabitants 

wiliest  mod  and  the  weakest  stivng.  of  the  eolonfea;  hut  the  l^Rktur«  of 

The  world  is  at  the  eve  of  the  hi^jhost  Massachusetts,  suspicious  of  the  <  >'']»  (  ! 

scene  of  earthly  power  and  ^ndcur  of  this  order,  delayed  complying  with 

that  h«i8  ever  yet  been  dis|)laycd  to  it ;  and  when  a  ceaws  was  token,  the 

the  view  of  ni  uikind.    Who  will  win  task  was  negligently  executed.  Uas^ 

tlic  j)ri/e  is  with  God.    But  luiman  Rec's  ;  Journal  H.  of  R. 

nature  must  and  will  be  re^ued  from  '  Bradford,  i  11,  4L 
the  genual  atatery  diat  has  so  long 
trimnphed  over  tlie  qMdes." 
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of  the  people ;  and,  however  stnogent  the  legislation  which  CHAP, 
rebuked  their  activity,  they  had  gone  on  developing  their  re- 
8onroee»  and  rendering  aTaUable,  at  least  for  domestic  pnrpoees^  vm. 
the  prodooe  of  their  fields  and  the  increase  of  their  flocks. 

Wool  was  a  staple  of  New  as  of  Old  England  ;  the  spinning 
wheel  and  the  looia  vscre  found  in  nearly  ovory  dwelling ;  and 
the  wives  aud  daughters  of  the  farmers  of  Maasachusetts  prided 
themseWes  upon  the  fabrics  which  their  own  industr}-  ereated, 
and  were  comfortably  dad  in  ganneats  wrought  by  their  own 
hands,  without  bdng  compelled  to  depend  upon  foreign  snp- 
pHes.'  The  extent  to  which  these  branches  were  carried  it  is 
impossible  to  determine,  for  the  statistics  are  wantint;  upon 
which  to  liase  a  reliable  judL-'iin  nt.  It  can  hartlly  be  supposed 
that  tlie  iin])ort.s  of  the  province  supplied  in  full  all  demands  j 
and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  New  England  were  noted  for  their 
thrift,  it  may  be  safely  computed  that  the  products  of  their 
own  toil  exceeded  in  valae  the  aggregate  of  their  imports ;  so 
that  the  balance  of  trade,  though  apparently  against  them,  was 
actually  in  their  liiMir.  Ovvincr  to  these  cireumstances,  the 
woalth  of  the  country  had  rapidly  increased  :  and  upon  their 
ability  to  sustain  additional  draughts  upon  their  resources  was 
based  the  plea  for  taxing  the  colonies  for  the  benefit  of  the 
crown.  But  to  sncb  taxation  they  were  reluctant  to  submit, 
and  the  attempt  to  enforce  it  was  steadily  resisted. 

The  institations  of  learning,  fonnded  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
firpt  settlers,  had  advanee<l  with  the  general  advancement  of 
so(  ioty  :  and  the  basii«  upon  which  they  were  established  was 
Fufiiciently  liberal  to  accommodate  the  different  opinions  which 

'  The  style  of  U%iQg  in  Boston  had  view  the  furniture,  whicli  ali)nc  ciwt  a 
•omewhat  improvedt  and  the  dwell-  thousand  ])oundH  sttrllu^.  A  acat  it 
inp  of  merchants  of  the  wealthiest  it  for  a  nobleman,  a  prince.  The  Tur- 
pKos  wcrf  •"^impttMuslv  fumhhpd.  key  Pirpffi.  the  painted  Ii:mj;in^»'s,  the 
riuis,  John  Aduiu-s  writing  in  1766,  marble  t:»blt"8«,  the  rich  IjchJs  with  crim- 
en "  Thundiv*  i )ined  at  Mr.  Nidi,  aon  danuudi  curfeuns  and  counterpaneii 
HoyUloirs,  with  the  two  Mr.  Royl-  the  hcMiitifiil  cliinincy  clock,  the  «^ 
shHiK,  two  Mr.  Smiths,  Mr.  Halloweli,  dous  garden,  arc  the  most  magnifi- 
wd  their  iadies — an  ekgant  dinner  eent  or  anjjtwng  I  ha^  ew  ieen." 
indeed!  Went  over  the  hdUM  to  INaiy, ill Woike^ ill79. 

TOU  II.  16 
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CHAP,  prevail^.  A  coDtroversy  had  arisen  relative  to  Hanrard  Col- 
^lege;  but  th.  straggle  t»rm>aat«l  in  &vor  of  the  opiDKH. 
1761.  advocated  b/  raoh  men  as  Mayhew  and  Channcf.^  The  Pari* 
tan  detgy,  indeed,  had  lost  UtHe  of  their  reverenoe  for  the 
creed  of  Ckneya,  and  were  disposed  to  exert  their  utmost 
power  for  the  propagation  of  Christianity  as  they  nndersUxMl 
it.  Their  piety  retained  traces  of  its  original  ascctici.-m  ;  aii^i. 
naturally  conservative,  it  was  with  forebodings  of  evil  tliat 
they  witnessed  the  prevaknoe  of  more  liberaL  views.  The 
encroadunentB  of  episcopal  power,  viewed  always  with  jeal- 
OQsy,  awakened  a  controversy  of  remarkable  viralenoe;  both 
parties,  in  their  eagerness  to  defend  their  own  side  of  the  qu»- 
tion,  transgressed  the  bounds  of  equitable  moderation  ;  and 
nmtiial  recriminations  and  reproaches  ensued.^  Yet  the  geuial 
spirit  which  the  diffusioQ  of  knowledge  usually  awakens  was 
fiist  wearing  away  the  sharper  angles  of  the  Puritan  creed,  and 
smoothing  the  ansterily  of  the  Puritan  manners ;  so  that,  before 
the  opening  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  Unitarian  views  had 
become  somewhat  prevalent,  and  Murray  had  advocated  the 
doctrines  of  free  grace.  The  religious  element,  ever  prouiimnit 
in  the  New  England  character,  had  lost  little  of  its  vigor; 
and,  though  forms  of  faith  had  been  essentially  modified,  the 
progress  of  society  in  spiritual  affiurs  had  kept  pace  with  its 
social  and  intellectual  progress.  The  press,  the  great  engine 
of  civilization,  which  one  of  the  Journals  of  the  day  proudly 
appealed  to  as  "  the  test  of  truth,  the  bulwark  of  public  safety, 
and  the  prnnrdian  of  freedom,"^  was  permanently  established  : 
and  the  publishing  houses  of  Boston,  though  by  no  inoun^s  nu- 
merous, were  extensively  engaged  in  diffusing  the  productions 
of  native  and  foreign  authora.*  But  few  newspapers  were 

'  Quincy's  Hist.  H.  Coll.    A  poT^       •  Minot,  ii. ;  Grahame,  ii.  350,351. 
tion  of  the  coUege  buildii^  at  Gun-      '  Connecticut  Commeroial  GaieCte 

Inidge  were  de«trayed  by  me  on  the  for  Nov.  1, 1765,  the  day  on  irfiidi 

night  of  the  21th  of  Januarv',  1764.  the  Ktamp  act  was  to  jjo  Into  pffoct 
Mass.  Oaz.  for  Feb,  2,  1764 ;  Mass.       *  See  Thomas's  Hist  oi  Printing* 

Rec's;  Journal  H.  of  K.;  Qmncy't  Buckingham's  Remimsccnce!i,  Drake's 

UiiLs  Keice'tHMt.  Bortoa,&«. 
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isBaedln  MaMushnsetts,  and  the  number  ia  New  England  wis  chap. 
not  very  laiige.'  There  are  no  definite  BtatiatloB  of  the  number 
of  volumes  annually  printed ;  but  several  editions  of  popular  im, 
trorks  were  circulated  ;  and  the  people  of  the  province,  always 
a  muling  j)eople,  were  deeply  interested  in  every  thing  relating 
to  politics  or  religion.  The  spceched  of  Otis,  and  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  General  Courts  were  sent  out  into  every  town ; 
and  the  writings  of  Chauncy,  of  Mayhew,  and  of  Edwards 
were  scattered  in  erery  yillagOf  and  read  in  every  house. 

Upon  the  Sabbath,  which  was  consecrated  to  the  worship  of 
God,  the  eliiirclies  of  New  Kii;,dand,  lull  live  hundred  and  thirty 
in  uumber,-  were  thronged  with  worshippers  ;  for  few  staid 
at  home  who  were  able  to  attend.  The  clergy,  whose  interest 
in  political  affairs  had  ever  been  gieatt  discussed  from  their 
pulpits  topics  of  public  concern ;  on  all  occasions  where  a 
"word  fitly  spoken  might  give  tone  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
people,  they  were  prompt  to  offer  their  counsel ;  and  no  men, 
proliahly,  did  more  than  they  to  carry  on  successfully  the  work 
of  the  revolution.'' 

Tlic  facilities  of  communication  had  also  V)cen  enlarged  ;  and 
intelligence  of  stirring  events  was  rapidly  disseminated  through 
the  medium  of posts,''  which  travelled  r^larly  from  Boston 
to  other  towns.  The  interests  of  different  parts  of  the  country 
were  not  fully  identified  ;  but  the  interchange  of  opinion  was 
Wearing  away  ancient  preiudiee^^ ;  a  cuiuninnity  of  wants  and  a 
oommuiiity  of  sufferings  were  assimilating  their  foeliogs ;  and 
the  consciousness  that  bickerings  and  dissensions  would  but 
alienate  and  distract  inclined  many  to  hope  for  a  more  perfect 
union.  The  spirit  of  former  days —  that  spirit  of  firccdom,  and 
of  loyalty  to  liberty,  which  the  tyranny  of  England  had  been 
unahle  to  crush  —  was  reviving.  "Liberty"  was  tlie  watch- 
word in  every  one's  mouth.   And  the  energy  it  imparts  to  a 

'  See  Thomas's  Hint  of  TVItitinf? ;       •  Hohncs,  Grahame,  Tindreth. 
Buckimrbam's   Kemimscences,    the      '  Uohncs,  Am.  Ann.  iL ;  Gzabune^ 
Hu*.  Hirt.  Oolb.  aS41,m 
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OHAP.  nation's  genius  had  inspirod  the  gifted  to  advocate  its  claims. 

lit  in  some  places,  there  were  those  who  inclined  to  moder- 
iTsa.  ate  oovnsels^  and  if  the  snpporters  of  the  prerogatiTe 

aged  ooinplianoe  with  the  demands  of  the  crown,^  the  people 

at  ]ur<,T,  ttjouL'"ii  loyal,  were  jealous  of  iiiva.sioas  of  tlieir  char* 
tor  and  its  privileges ;  di«;usscd  with  great  freedom  the  pro- 
jects of  the  ministrjr;  and  expressed  with  much  fearle^ue^ 
their  dissent  from  meaaores  eono^Yed  to  be  an  encroachment 
upon  their  natoral  rights. 

The  first  step  which  awakened  opposition  was  the  reTi^al 
of  the  project  for  raising  a  revenne  from  the  colonies,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  ministry  at  the  pleasure  of  the  king.  The 
debt  of  the  English  government,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
amounted  in  the  a^egate  to  one  hundred  and  forty  millions 
of  pounds  sterling,  of  which  serenfy  millions  were  liorrowed.* 
For  relief  from  the  burden  of  this  debt,  of  which  all  classes 
complained,  especially  the  landholders^  who  were  most  deeply 
affected  by  it,  it  was  authoritatively  announced  that  it  was 
"just  and  necfissary  that  a  revenue  be  raised  in  his  inaje^tv  s 
dominions  in  America  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  defending, 
protecting,  and  seonring  the  same."  ^  How  this  was  to  be  ao* 
oomplished  will  appear  hereafter;  but  the  first  charge  upon 
this  re^enue^  partlj  effected  at  this  time,  and  fovored  bj  Gov* 
emor  Bernard  in  his  later  letters,^  was  to  be  the  ciWl  list,  by 
which  all  oflBcers,  both  executive  and  judicial,  to  be  independ- 
ent of  the  provincial  legislaluren,  were  to  be  ap}Hjiiiled  by  the 
king  j  and  the  next  charge  was  to  be  the  support  of  an  army 
of  twenty  regimentsi  or  ton  thousand  men,  who  were  to  be  i^ept 


*  The  IbUowing 

ter  of  Hutchinson  to  Bollan,  diited 
November  15,  1762,  in  MS.  Corresp. 
▼oL  ii.,  nhows  his  views.  •*  A  governor 
in  the  plantations,"  oays  he,  "must 
support  thowwbo  arf  friendly  to  gov- 
emment,  or  they  caiinot  long  support 
tfaeimelvMagamBt  their  eneniiei.  He 


[Oufnnor  BcniBrd^  it  hi  ftonw  iimW' 

ure  convinced  that  this  is  true,  and  I 
hope  vnll  be  more  so." 

•Walpole's  Georgje  IIL  L  388  j 
Macaulay'ft  Ei^hnd,  in. ;  BiadiHd,L 
11. 

^  GrahamCf  iL  370 ;  Bancroft,  32. 
*  Bwfiraftr  V.  148»  149,  nolM. 
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up  as  a  peace  establishment,  nominally  for  the  defence  of  the  CHAP, 
ooimtry,  bat  in  reality  to  enforce  the  kingfs  tiurtniction8.>  .Jt^ 

That  meamreB  so  radica],  revoktkmiang  the  government  of  vm 
the  oolonies,  sweeping  away  their  charters*  and  asserting  the 
unlimited  authority  of  Parliament,  should  have  awakened  the 
most  serious  apprehensions,  will  bo  surprisinsr  to  no  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  spirit  of  the  people.  New  York  openly 
remonstrated  ;  and  Massachusetts,  unwearied  in  her  opposition 
to  tyranny,  bitterly  inveighed  agaiast  the  blindness  which  had 
seized  upon  the  advisers  of  the  king.* 

Early  in  March,  Charles  Townshend,  who,  at  the  instance  of  Mw.m. 
Bute  and  with  the  coiicurroiice  of  the  kintr.  had  taken  the  place  Feb.  23. 
of  Lord  Sandys  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trado.^  and  who 
was  distinguished  for  his  impetuous  temper,  and  for  his  dispo- 
sition to  make  '*thoroqgh  work  of  it  with  the  colonies,"  brought 
forward  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons  the  scheme,  agreed  npon  b^ 
the  committee  of  whidi  he  was  a  member,  for  raising  a  revenoe 
fipom  the  plantations  by  Parliament.  By  this  scheme,  the  duty 
of  ?ix  ppr  cent.,  formerly  levied  on  molaases  imported  from  the 
i^puuirih  colonies  and  the  West  Indies,  was  to  ho  reduced  to 
two  per  cent. ;  bat  the  bill  which  was  reported  failed  to  pass.^ 

'  MnixUiit's  T4Jtt.  to  the  Spenker  613,  617,  622,  623,  G30,  633,  66o,  it 

of  the  II.  of  li.,  March  12,  1763;  apiiean  lha.t,  March  lU,  17 (> J,  resolves 

Commons  Journal,  xxv.  506 ;  Gm-  ipere  presented  by  Aldenmm  IMAin* 

Kime,  il.  3(>7 ;  B  nicrofl,  v.  son,  cxtcndini»  the  arf*  of  6.  11,  19, 

notes.   To  the  eatabliiJunent  of  an  26,  29,  and  31  Geo.  IL,  and  1  Geo. 

•nny  in  the  cokmei  it  mm  objected,  in.*  **  for  tfie  better  security  and  e»> 

thit  Buch  an  army  was  unneccMtary  couragins:  the  trade  to  his  majesty's 

"even  to  preserve  the  obedience  of  sugar  colnniVs  in  America,"  in  Scj)- 

our  Ei^lhn  subjecU  to  the  crown  of  tember  29,  1764,  and  thence  to  the 

Great  Britain ; "  and  tbal»  if  it  hm  end  of  the  next  sesi^ion  of  Purlinment ; 

Mfjned  frt  sonire  the  new  po«^e«««tfTns,  also  extending  to  May  26»  1770,  the 

Uie   originai  colonies  should  not  be  acts  of  2 1  and  28  Geo.  IL,  for  en- 

taxed  for  the  mme.**  The  Neeesnty  oouraging  the  making  of  indi^  in  dw 

of  rit'po  iling  the  Stamp  Act  deraoo-  Brillsh  plantations  in  Anienri ;  and 

stratoa,  pp.  12,  13.  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  in 

•  Bancroft,  v.  84.  accordance  with  these  resolves.  The 
^  Mauduit's  Lett  to  See.  OSMt,  bill  for  the  Litter  piurpoae  was  pre- 

March  12,  1763.  Rented  by  the  same  pentlemnn  March 

*  Mauduit's  Lett  to  Oliver,  March  21,  and  ordered  to  a  second  rending. 
SS»  176S.  From  the  Commons  Jom^  On  tfie23d  itnaa  read  a  second  tim^ 
na],  am.  «97,  699»  eOS^  600^  600,  and  lefened  to  a  committee  of  the 
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CHAP.  Grenville,  not  behind  Townsliend  in  his  zeal  to  promote  the 
^^i^  maritiind  greatnoflB  of  England,  oontemplated  an  additioa  to 
i7o:{  this  scheme :  and  before  tlie  end  of  the  month  leave  was  giant- 
ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the  further  improvement  of  lua  majeB> 
ty*8  revenue  of  the  customs,"  which  provided  that  all  offioerfl 
of  British  ?ihips  of  war  stationed  upon  the  Auk  ricau  coast 
should  act  as  oQicerB  of  the  customs,  and  ret^ive  a  shai^  of  tiie 
cargoes  confiscated  for  violation  of  the  revenue  laws.  Thi-  Viill 
Uu,9^  was  read  the  second  time  in  the  following  week,  and  referred 
Apr.  12.  to  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  in  the  ensuing  month  it  wis 
Apr.  IS.  passed  1    Lhe  House,  agreed  to  hj  the  Lords,  and  approved  hy 
the  king.* 

Tk'fore  any  thing  definite  was  effected,  however,  a  clianee 
took  place  in  the  ministry ;  and,  after  some  difficulty,  a  new  ^ 
Apdis.  cabinet  was  formed.  George  Grenville  took  the  place  of  Bute 
at  the  bead  of  the  treasury  and  the  exchequer ;  the  Earl  of 
Egrcmont  and  Lord  HaH&x  became  the  two  secretaries  of 
state ;  and  Charles  Jenkinson,  the  able  and  indefa livable  8eo> 
retary  of  lJute,  was  retained  under  Grenville  aa  principal  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury.* 

But  the  new  ministryf  styled  by  some  "  the  Athanasian  ad- 
ministration," and  laughed  at  by  the  people  ss  a  "sort  of 
Cerberus,''  a  three-headed  monster^  quieted  by  being  gorged 
with  patronage  and  office,"'  fonnd  itself  powerless  to  rule  the 
storm  which  lowered  in  the  horizon.    The  chief  miui»tcT,  in- 


whole,  to  be  ooDflidered  the  next  day. 
On  the  SOth  the  bill  ma  ordered  to 

be  engrossed,  and  in  the  foUowinff 
month,  April  12  to  H>,  It  was  approvea 
by  the  J-onls  and  the  kiiij^.  On  March 
24  the  supply  bill,  covcrinf^  the  mat^ 
tCTs  referred  to  in  the  fir-  t  rf  -  dve,  %ras 
reported  by  Aldenmn  Uickiuhuit,  and 
lead  the  first  time.  On  the  2Sth,  it 
W;i.s  resolvtd  to  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  Wednesday  to  consider 
this  bill ;  and  an  the  SOth  it  was  |)ostr 
poned. 

'  Commooa  Jotmal,  xm.  609^ 


623,  629,  6;k),  caa,  66d;  Minot,  iL 
1S8 1  Bancroft,  t.  88. 

■  Gren\'ille  Corresp.  ii.  32-4 1  ; 
■\Val}>oIe's  Georjre  HI.  i.  27 1  ;  Aikin'* 
Amis,  of  George  111.  i.  28 ;  I^ni 
Mahon'a  Hist.  Eng.  v.  25-29 :  Rin- 
croft,  y.  96-102.  Jcnkinorni  ^ 
wards  rote  to  be  Earl  of  iivcrpool, 
and  hia  aoo  to  be  prime  muuiter  of 
Kngland.    Mahon's  Hist  Eiuf.  t.  21* 

^  Wilkes  to  R»rl  Temple,  in  Oren- 
atIIc  Corresp.  ii.  81.  Ixird  Mahon« 
Httt.  Eng.  V*  34,  characterises  Gmt* 
viUe  aa  **  a&  ezoi^flat  apeaker  apoilBd." 
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deed,  still  poshed  forward  his  &TQrite  pUuos ;  yet  in  jostiee  to  chap. 
him  it  should  be  said  that  it  does  not  appear,  from  oontempo- 
rary  records,  that  he  entered  npon  them  with  anister  inten-  vm. 

tions,  but  advocated  the  taxation  of  the  colonies  as  a  measure 
of  justice,  indispensable  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Erii:^- 
land.*  In  the  person  of  Richard  Jackson,  his  private  secretary 
as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he  possessed  an  able  adnser, 
distiogaished  for  his  frankness,  uprightness^  and  fidelity,  and 
perfectly  acquainted  with  American  aflfairs.  Had  Orenville 
consented  to  listen  to  his  remonstrances  against  the  proposed 
measures,  doubts  of  tlieir  expediency  inight,  perhaps,  have  been 
raided  in  his  luiud  ;  but,  relying  on  liis  own  jiidf^nent,  and  fol- 
lowing iu  promptings,  he  became  the  more  reaoiute  the  more 
obstacles  he  encoontered.' 

In  the  following  month  the  advice  of  the  lords  of  trade  was  HtiyA. 
asked  concerning  American  affairs,  the  "principal  object  of 
consideration  "  with  the  ministry.  The  questions  proposed  to 
tbo6c  lords  were,  I.  What  new  governments  shall  be  estab- 
lished, what  forms  shall  be  adopted  for  them,  and  where  shall 
the  residence  of  the  govemors  be  fixed  ?  II,  What  military 
establishments  will  be  requisite^  what  new  forts  shall  be  erect- 
ed, and  what  old  forts  shall  be  demolished  ?  And,  III.  "  In 
what  mode,  least  burdensome  and  most  palatable  to  the  colo- 
nies, can  they  contribute  towards  the  support  of  the  additional 
expeuije  which  must  attend  thi^5  civil  and  military  establish- 
ment?"^ The  Earl  of  Shciburne,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  who  was  an  Irish  as  well  as  an  English 
peer,  was  naturally  inclined  to  lunit  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment over  the  outlying  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  in  his 
answer  declined  to  implicate  himself  in  the  plans  for  taxing 
America.^  But  the  Earl  of  Kgrcniout  was  not  to  be  shaken 
in  his  purpose ;  nor  was  Greuville  intimidated.   Both  of  thoso 

>  Ix>rd  Mahon'B  Hitt  £og.     94|      *  Banm»ft,  v.  107,  \0%  note. 
Bancroft,  v.  lab.  *  Bancrolt,  v.  ia4-iatf. 

*  fiftiKioft,  106ii 
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CHAP.  gentleiiK  Ti  lUvdieti  the  project  of  taxation;  and  to  Jenkinson 
was  a&jij^ued  the  duty  of  preparing  the  business  for  Parlia- 
mentJ  The  stamp  act  was  aot  openly  included  in  this  prqjeci; 
and  Grenville  professed  an  unwillingness  to  nxge»  nay,  he  em 
declared  that  he  should  have  esteemed  himself  nnpardonaMe" 
had  he  "  thought  of,  this  measure,  without  haviug  previooslf 
niadi'  every  possible  inquiry  into  the  eontlition  ol"  Anierieu.''* 
Uenco  mtorniation  of  the  state  of  public  feeliug  wa.>  pro- 
posed to  \)e  sought  from  the  colonial  governors,  and  others  ia 
whom  he  had  oonfidenoe ; '  but  before  any  decision  was  reached 

Aiig,20.  Egremont  died ;  Lord  Shelbome  withdrew  from  his  poet ;  and 

8«pt  9.  the  Bedford  and  Grennlle  parties  formed  an  alliance  with 
Halifkx  as  the  secretary  of  the  southern  department,  and  like 
Eail  of  Hillsborough,  like  Shelburne  an  Irish  as  well  as  an 
English  peer,  as  tlie  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade.^ 

Immediately  upon  the  establishment  of  this  miuistry,  Gren* 
▼ille,  as  lord  treasnrer,  renewed  the  attempt  for  the  passage 

flap.  n.  of  a  revenue  bill ;  and,  meeting  with  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Hnnter  at  the  board  room  in  Downing  Street,  a  minute  was 
ad(jpted,  directing  Jenkinson  to  write  to  uie  commissioners 
of  the  stamp  duties  to  prejmre  a  draught  of  a  bill  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  for  extending  the  stamp  duties  to  the 

'  Bancroft,  v.  136.  A\it}iout  bribery  and  corruption  they 

'  OrenviUe,  in  Cavendish,  L  494 ;   must  starve.   If  the  fiinatics  of  the 
Baaeraft,  ▼.  lde»  note.  pcwmtagewiHttotadmitrfa  wfttm 

'  Po»«ibly  HuUhitison  was  one  of  in  this  n-siH-ot,  pcrlvip'";  tlie  pro^,^^^otl 

thoHe  consulted,  as  he  writes  to  Jlich-  now  made  may  be  the  next  best  pro- 

ard  Jackson,  September  2, 1763,*' For  cedure.    I  toish  success  to  it.^^  MSl 

my  part,  I  have  always  wuhed^  whilst  Corresp.  iu 

I  was  in  trade  mvs+^lf,  for  some  etfec-       *  Grcnville  Corresp.  ii.  93-99.  104 

tual  measures  to  nut  a  stop  to  all  con-  -112,  115-123,  193-207  ;  Walp<»l€'8 

mhand  tnule  ;  W  I  have  always  George  m.  L  288-295 ;  Lord  Orford't 

thought  it  n.iL^lit  have  been   done  Mems.  i.  2^8;  I>or(l  Mahon's  Ii  -'. 

without  any  furliier  provision  by  the  Eng.  v.  36  et  seq. ;  Bancroft,  v.  166- 

Parliament    The  real  cause  of  the  14?    "Tlitis,"  88}TJ  Wolijole,  •*  fillin 

illicit  tride  m  this  province  has  l)een  a  stnuoge  concurrence  ef  janing  dt^ 

the  indulp^ence  of  the  officers  of  the  ninrstrinces,  there  spninj*  out  of  frrr^t 

customs ;  and  we  are  told  that  tlie  weakness  a  strong  and  ccuicuted  Uiiu- 

eauae  of  tins  indulgence  has  been  that  istry,  who  all  acquiesced  in  the  pie- 

tliey  Ii.ive  been  (iiuirtem!  upon  for  dominant  power  of  CSienTiUe*** 
more  than  their  l^jai  fee,  and  that 
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ooloniw.''  The  next  day  Jcnkinaon  attended  to  this  duty,  and  chap. 
the  stamp  act  was  draughted  to  be  presented  to  Parliament.^ 

It  must  be  owned  that  this  measure,  now  for  the  first  time  i7d3. 
distinctly  brought  forward,  was  not,  at  the  outset,  seriously 

opj>OJKHi  by  the  colonial  agents  iu  Lomlon.  Knox,  of  GcorL'ia, 
pulilicly  dcleuUed  the  act,  as  "least  liable  to  objection  ;  "'^  and 
Jas(>cr  Maudiiit,  the  agent  of  Massachusetts,  through  his  broth- 
er, Israel  Mauduit,  not  only  gave  to  it  the  weight  of  his  influ- 
ence, but  promised  for  his  constituents  a  "  cheerful  submission.''' 
Richard  Jackson  alone,  the  secretary  of  OrenviUOi  had  the 
courage  to  oppose  the  propomtion,  and  refused  to  take  pert  in 
preparing  or  .sui)[iortin<::  it.'*  Uut  Jenkinson,  the  secretary  of 
the  treaijuiy,  gave  different  counsel,  and  waa  listened  to  ia 
preference  because  his  advice  fell  in  with  the  preoonoeiyed 
notions  of  the  minister.  For  Grenyille,  the  die  was  cast ;  and 
whateyer  odium  might  attach  to  the  measure,  he  was  prqiared 
to  assume  it.  Nor  is  it  niyust  to  impute  to  him  the  patemily 
of  the  act  He  "brought  it  bto  fbrm."  It  was  deliberately 
adoi»le<l  by  him.  And,  fioni  lii?  ofliciul  position,  the  bin  l*  u  of 
suotaiuing  it  must  rest  on  hir^  shuulders.^  lie  believed  it  to 
be  founded  on  "  the  true  principles^  of  policy,  of  commerce,  and 
of  finance ; "  and,  as  it  was  his  highest  ambition  to  frame  a 
"  weUdigeeted,  consistent,  wise,  and  salutary  plan  of  coloniza- 
tion and  goyernment,"  the  stamp  act  was  fostered  as  its  basis 
and  ultimatum,  as  the  **  one  thing  needftd  to  giye  to  it  yitality.* 
The  minister  knew  that  the  art  would  be  unpalaUible ;  and  no 
Foouer  were  his  orders  ia^ued  to  tiie  oflicers  of  the  customs  in  Oct. 
the  colonies  to  assume  their  posts,  with  "  new  and  ample  in- 
Btnictions  enforcing  in  the  strongest  manner  the  strictest  atten- 

'  Treanury  Minutes,  Sept  22, 1763  ;  *  Letter  to  Jared  Ingersoll,  March 

Jenkinson's' Lett  of  Sept  23,  ll&i}  22,  1766,  in  IngenoU's  Letters,  4d{ 

Bancroft,  v.  151,  and  notes.  Bancroft,  v.  155. 

•  See  hU  pamphlet  ptiblished  at  *  Burke's  Spmrh  on  Amer.  Taitr 
London  in  1 715.'). » tititled  "The  CLiIm  tion;  Conduct  of  the  late  Administra- 
of  the  Colotiien  to  un  Exemption  from  tion  examined,  77 ;  Bancroft,  v.  156. 
Iiitenial  Tax,  &c,  considbred,"  p.  2.  *  Kegulatioos  conoeming  the  Ool- 

*  GoidfMi'i  Amu,  B«t.  1 169.  oam,  6, 114i  Bunraf^  167. 
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CHAP,  lion  to  tin  ir  dnty,"  than  the  consequrnccs  which  were  l'oros<H*n 
began  to  be  developed.    The  "  restraiut  aud  supprea«ou  of 

178S.  practices  which  had  ioQg  prevailed  "  could  not  but  "  encouuter 
great  difficnlties  in  such  distant  parts  of  the  king's  dominions,'' 

Oot  i.  so  that  the  whole  foroe  of  the  royal  anthoritj  was  InToked  in 

M.   And  when  orders  were  issaed  to  the  commander-in-^^ief 

ill  America,  tlmt  tlie  troops  under  his  command  should  "  gix'e 

their  assistance  to  tlie  ofticers  of  the  revenue  for  th»^  cfft/ciual 

suppression  of  contraband  trade,  "  and  when  Admiral  ColviUe 

and  his  subordinate  officers  qualified  themselves  for  their  new 

and  distingnished  daties  as  exdsemen  and  tidewaiters,  and 

entered  upon  theur  discharge,  the  whole  country  was  aroused ; 

the  proceedings  of  the  officers  were  bitterly  denounced ;  the 

colonists,  subjected  to  vexatious  dt  I.iys  and  exjvns^"^,  were 

stung  nearly  to  madness ;  and  prudeuce  alone,  probably,  pre- 

rentrd  them  from  showing  their  resentment  more  openly  by 

forcibly  resisting  such  proceedings,^ 

In  this  posture  of  afiairsi  the  action  of  the  General  Court 

was  prompt  and  decided ;  and  a  committee  of  the  House,  upon 

a  memorial  of  the  mercliants  of  Boston,  Plymouth,  Marblehead, 

1764.  Salem,  and  Newlmrv.  presented  a  report,  witli  instruct ii mi*  to 
Jan.  11.  '  * 

Mr.  Mauduit  to  labor  lor  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  sugar 

act)  and  to  exert  himself  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  stamp 

act,  '*or  any  other  impositions  or  taxes  upon  tills  or  the  other 

American  colonies."*   It  was  not  upon  ''mere  speculative 

points  in  goyemment"  that  people  now  took  sides;  nor  is 

it  true  that  there  was  "  notliiiig  iu  practice  which  could  i:i\e 
any  grounds  for  fonninLT  parties."  It  was  with  good  caui^e 
that  tlie  officers  of  the  crown,  and  especially  all  officers  of  the 
customs,  were  considered  as  engsged  in  measures  more  restric- 
tive of  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  than  the 

'  Grnhame,  il  30^.  Bunrroft,  v.  lnwin<;  month.    Boston  OuMb  ht 

362.  PracUmatioitt  against  the  ckn-  Jan.  5,  12,  and  26,  1764. 

dMdne  iinportition  m  goods  tvert  *  MMk  Bec^s ;  Joonal  H.  of  It 

iMied  December  26,  1763,  and  piih-  Ibr  17(M»  p.  lS2j  MinaC,  iL  140»  148. 
tithed  in  the  oemtftftn  of  the  fbl- 
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ends  for  which  government  was  institated  made  neoessary."  chap. 
Roj&Iisto  might  content  themaelTeB  with  saying,  We  have  the 
law  on  our  side,"  and  they  might  sneer  at  the  "  squibs  "  which  izm. 
were  "  thrown  at  tlieir  general  cliaiacters  iu  newspapers,  hand- 
bills, Ac. ; "  *  but  the  anger  of  the  people  which  vented  itself 
in  these  ways  was  called  forth  by  the  manifest  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  measores  of  which  they  complained;  and  Otis 
came  forward  again  as  the  champion  of  thdr  rights,  which  he 
vindicated  in  a  pamphlet  of  signal  ability.* 

As  the  position  of  Mr.  ^ruuduit  was  somewhat  equivocal, 
and  but  feeble  hoj)es  were  entertained  of  his  exertincr  himself 
resolutely  to  stay  the  progress  of  oppressive  legislation,  it  was 
proposed,  before  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Court,  to 
choose  a  new  agent,  to  be  joined  with  him  in  remonstrating 
with  the  ministry ;  and  the  choice  fell  upon  Thomas  Hutchin- 
Bon,  the  lientenant  governor,  who  by  his  complaisance  had  re* 
gained  the  tu\  ui  of  the  })eople,  and  who  was  apparently  sincere 
iu  liis  prot'essioDS  of  rej_^ard  to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
The  vote  iu  his  favor  was  nearly  unanimous ;  but  as  it  was 
intimated  by  Qovemor  Bernard  that  it  would  be  improper  for 
him  to  be  absent  from  the  province  without  permission, — an 
opinion  in  which  he  seemed  to  aoquiesoe,  —  the  House,  much 
to  his  chagrin,  voted  to  excuse  him  firom  serving  as  agent ;  and  Fab.  U 
thenceforth,  satisfied  that  he  had  little  to  ex|>cet  from  the  prov- 
ince, tlie  current  of  his  feelings  turned  into  a  new  channel ; 
and  like  the  "waiters  upon  Providence"  of  the  age  of  Crom- 
well, ^he  deemed  it  a  high  delinquency  towards  Heaven  if  he 
afforded  countenance  to  any  cause  longer  than  it  was  favored 
by  fortune.'' ' 

'  Hutchinson,  iiL  103.  dent  from  the  writings  even  of  those 

•  His  Rights  of  the  Colonic**,  who  differed  from  nim  in  ojjinion. 
Corop.  Hutchanson,  MS.  Corre^tp.  ii.  "  Ha*  not  his  merit,"  says  John  Ad- 
76,  77;  Minot,  ii.  143;  Xo-unglus,  ams,  (Diaty,  in  Worics,  u.  189») ''beaB 
283.  sounded  very  high  by  his  countn-mcn 

'  \rS.  Corresp.  of  Hutchinson,  p^<^-  for  twenty  vein?  ?  Il:ive  not  his  coun- 
uim.  1  hat  Hutchinson,  at  one  ume,  trj-men  loved,  udniired,  revered,  re- 
dood  high  in  tin  public  &vori  is  avi-  wuded,  naj,  ■fanoK  Adored  himP 
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CHAP.  At  the  opening  of  the  spring  the  scheme  of  nrenrille  kx 
the  passage  of  the  atamp  act  was  renewed,  Bat»  thoagfa  theie 
17  •  were  man  J  who  &yored  the  scheme  both  in  Parliament  and 
'  otiti  the  Americans  in  London,  with  very  few  exceptions,  de- 
nied both  the  justice  and  the  right  of  Parliament  to  impose 
such  a  tax  while  the  colonies  were  uui  l  itre^ented  in  that  body. 
Nor  were  there  wanting  "  members  of  the  iiuuse  ul  ('(muiions" 
who  declared  against  the  stamp  duty  while  it  was  a  mere 
matter  of  conyersation  ;  Pitt  had  steafiily  and  uniformly  op- 
posed it ;  and  even  Lord  Hillsborough,  the  first  lord  of  trade, 
signified  his  dissent.^  It  was  not,  therefore,  a  measure  which 
seemed  likely  to  pass  without  debate  ;  nor  could  the  minister 
deny  the  force  of  t!ie  objeetion^*  ur«:ed  by  the  colonies.  Yet, 
determined  not  to  falter,  Greiiville  persisted  in  adhering  to  his 
policy.  But  one  point  would  he  concede  ;  and  this  he  was 
induced  to^yield  at  the  urgent  request  of  Thomas  Penn,  one 
of  the  principal  proprietors  of  PennsylTania,  William  Allen, 
the  chief  justice  of  the  same  province,  and  Richard  Jackson, 
his  o\s  11  |)t  ivate  secretary.  Deelariug  that,  in  their  judgment, 
the  proposed  t^lamp  fluty  was  "  an  internal  tax,"  and  tluit  it 
would  be  better  to  "  wait  till  some  sort  of  consent  to  it  sliall 
be  given  by  the  several  assemblies,  to  prevent  a  tax  of  that 
nature  from  being  levied  without  the  consent  of  the  colonies,''* 
Orenville  so  ikr  listened  to  these  representations  as  to  consent 


Have  not  ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of 
tiiem  rally  thought  him  the  fp-eatent 

man  in  Americi  r  Has  not  the  ]j(  r- 
pptual  bnj^ge  of  many  members  of 
uoth  Houses  and  of  a  nuyority  of  his 
brother  counseUon,  been,  thai  Mr* 
niitcliinson  U  a  prcnt  mr\n — a  pious, 
a  wise,  a  learned,  a  good  nvm,  uu  em- 
inent caint,  a  ^ilosopher,  &c,  the 
greatot  man  in  tlio   |;rnvln(.'e,  tlie 

froatebt  ou  the  contiucut,  ^.c  ?  Nay, 
ave  not  the  affection  and  admiration 
of  his  countrymen  arisen  so  high  as 
ol\cn  to  style  him  the  greatest  nnd 
best  man  in  the  world;  that  they 


newr  saw,  nor  heard,  nor  read  of  such 
a  man  ?  »  mit  of  apotheoeit,  like  that 
of  Ali  xiuuler  and  toat  of  Csemr  iriuk 

they  lived.'* 

'  Uvitchinson,  iii.  116;  Bancroft,  v. 
181.  It  was  the  flite  of  the  times," 
says  Walpole,  Geoffrf  IIT.  55.  71.  72, 
"  to  stir  questions  which,  tor  the  h<ip- 
pinew  of  the  whole,  had  better  hat« 
slept  in  oblixion.  From  tlii>;  mnmrnt 
uothiog  was  heard  from  America  i>ut 
questions  of  die  right  of  taxation.** 

*  Grennlle  Corresp.  ii.  393 ;  >Liss. 
Gazette  for  Majr  10,  1764;  Bancroft, 
V.  1»3. 
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**  oni  of  tendemesB  to  the  colonies^''  to  pofitpcmQ  the  tax  for  ohap. 
one  year.  His  views  had  not  changed ;  and  thb  consent  was  ^^i^ 
bat  a  politic  stroke  to  fiiniish  hereafler  additaonal  pretexts  for  17M. 

nrging  his  scheme.  He  was  fully  aware  that  the  measure,  if 
imrried,  must  be  carried  by  forcn.  The  appioval  of  the  colo- 
nics lie  neither  sought  nor  expected.  It  was  enough  for  him 
if  the  scheme  was  favored  at  home  ;  for,  in  his  estimatioii,  its 
enforcement  was  essential  to  the  welfiue  of  the  nation,  and 
would  be  attended  with  incsJoolable  banefits  to  its  commerce. 
Hence  all  his  energies  were  bent  to  this  point  He  had  com- 
mitted  himself  too  far  to  recede  ;  and  his  only  care  was  to 
smooth  the  way  for  the  success  of  iiia  plaiis,  with  which  hia 
own  triumph  was  closely  idcutihed. 

Two  steps  taken  by  GrenviUe  at  this  time  were  designed  to 
ooBciliato  the  northm  colonies.  The  bounties  on  hemp  and 
flax,  first  granted  in  the  reign  of  Anne^  were  reviyed ; '  and 
enoonragement  was  given  to  the  proeecntion  of  the  whale  fish- 
ery, ia  which  the  ships  of  New  England  were  larircly  engaged.* 
But  the  bait  thus  tlirown  out  proved  iuefl'ectual  to  lure  the 
people  into  the  net  which  had  been  ?|)read  for  them.  Tlie  rain- 
iater'a  own  course,  indeed,  was  sufficient  to  convince  them  that 
for  all  favors  conferred  he  expected  an  equivalent ;  for,  besides 
giving  notice  of  his  intention  in  the  next  session  to  bring  in  a  M«r.  9. 
bill  imposing  stamp  duties  in  America,  a  bill  was  reported  by 
Jenkinson,  at  hiij  iustauce,  providing  that  duties  be  laid  on  Mar.u. 
various  enumerated  foreign  commodities,  as  coUVe,  indigo, 
pimento,  French  and  East  India  goods,  and  wines  from  Ma- 
deira, Portugal,  and  Spain,  imported  into  the  British  colonies 

*  3  and  4  Anne,  e.  x.  1  6  Anne,  c.  of  London  relative  to  the  whale  fi^h- 

%m.  §  30  ;  12  Anne,  c.  ix. ;  MasH.  Ga-  ery  was  yirnsented  Fcbninry  21,  1764, 
lette  for  July  o,  1764;  Commons  rcporiiLl  ujion  February  l!'J,  and  re- 
Jour,  xxix.  9e9|  1011,  i089,  1040,  ferred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 
1041*  In  the  ensuing  inontli  a  bUl  was  re- 

•  4  Geo.  m.  c.  xxix. ;  Debates  in  ported,  discussed,  passed,  and  ap- 
FnrLiT.  213;  Hef^latiom  concerning  proved.  Commons  Jour.  xxiz.  %TI, 
tlie  Tnlonles  49-51;  Ma«8.  Ou7,ette  HS;",.  912.  PIH.  9^,  977,  986, 
for  Mav  10.  Hfil.  'Vhe  pcihlon  of  9U1,  9^5,  1004,  1016,  lOlS,  1023, 
the  merchautb  of  New  Eu^laad  and  1028,  1031,  1056. 
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CUAF.  and  plantations  ia  America,  and  upon  otlicr  articles,  the  prod- 
uce  of  the  colonics,  exported  to  any  other  place  than  Great 
iTM.  Britain ;  that  a  duty  of  threepence  per  gallon  be  laid  on  mo- 
lassefl  and  sinipe^  and  an  additional  dntj  of  tvrenty-two  flhiUinga 
per  hundred  velglit  npon  white  sogars,  of  the  growth  of  any 
foreign  American  plantation,  imported  into  the  British  coto> 
nies ;  and  that  the  income  of  this  la?t  duty  should  be  paid 
into  hi?  mnjcsty's  exchequer,  to  be  dif^posed  of  l\v  Parliament 
towards  "  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  seeoriqg  the  British  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America."  The  bill  thus  brongfat  forward  was  rapidly  pnabed 
through  its  several  stages,  and,  alter  some  slight  amendments, 

Apifi  4.  was  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  and  approved  by  the  king.  For 
the  enforcement  of  itiS  provisions,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Vice 
Admiralty  Courts  was  enlarged  ;  and  peualties  for  any  breache« 
of  the  act  were  made  recoverable  in  these  courts,  either  in  the 
colony  in  which  the  offence  was  committed  or  in  any  other,  at 
the  election  of  the  informer,^ 


*  Acts  4  Geo.  in.  «L  XV.  {  Debates 

in  PlarL  iv.  207  et  fspq. ;  Hutphinson, 
iil  lOS;  Mass.  Gazette  for  May  10, 
1764;  Mtnot,  ii.  195 1  Holmes's  Ann. 
ii.  12.%  cVc.  Tlio  hUum-  of  this  hWl 
is  as  follows  :  February  9,  1764,  re- 
solves were  jiresented  tfiat  the  kwi 
TCkdie  to  encouraging  the  trade  of 
the  fnignr  colonies,  and  the  liberty  to 
Ciirrj'  sugars  to  foreign  jjarU,  were  fit 
to  be  continued ;  but,  though  s  hdX 
v>va  ortlered  to  he  brought  in  ujwn 
the  latter  (tubject,  the  former  was  post- 
poned. Mudi  l,an  aooount  of  vines 
and  East  India  goods  exported  to 
Americi  ordered  to  be  brought  in ; 
also,  of  foreign  cambrics,  and  r'rench 
la  was,  and  of  the  quantity  of  tea, 
which  w.is  (lone  Mrireh  fj.  On  the 
same  dav,  extracts  from  papers  rela- 
tive to  Ameriora  trade  were  present* 
cil  by  Lnrd  f'lrvsfdrt,  pursuant  to  his 
majesty's  address;  and,  on  the  8tb, 
further  extracts,  from  mcs-ssiges  of  the 
colonial  governors,  were  presented  by 
Locd  Cbiirles  Spenoeft  aod  Joid  upon 


dietftble.  These  were  tiiepwparatory 

steps;  and,  Mirrli  9.  in  committee  i»f 
the  whole,  the  resolves  of  Februar)-  9, 
which  were  postponed,  irere  culled  up, 
mi  l.  with  the  preceding  doci:rn(  nts 
and  papers  for  prevendng  contnlxmd 
tmde,  &c.,  refened*  to  a  oommlttee. 
On  the  loth  Mr*  Wbateley  pneented 
their  rey>ort,  impo«inp^  duties  on  cof- 
fee, indigo,  wine?*,  6ic.,  making  the 
sugar  act  perpetual  from  and  after 
September  29,  1704,  arul  !ni]xi<ir,:r  ^ 
duty  of  3d.  sterling  in  moneif  ou  nio 
hflies,  sirups,  &c.,  ui«  income  of  which 
was  to  be  jwid  into  the  exchequer. 
Bills  were  ordered  to  be  broiighf  in 
in  accordance  with  this  report,  uilh  a 
ckuse  to  prevent  eland  est!  ne  i  xt^orta- 
tion  and  imjiortation ;  and  a  bill  i"  r 
charging  certain  stamp  duties  in  the 
eatd  coum^  and  plentaticns.''  On 
llic  ISlh  Mr.  Wh;itrl-v.  from  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means,  rt>- 
ported  certain  resolves  relative  to  the 
etilonies,  upon  which  bills  wire  or» 
dered.  On  the  16th  the  bill  on  AnM!r> 
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Thus  the  sclionie  of  taxatioa  wbicli  Cii  tMiville  had  long  cher-  CUAP. 
iahed,  and  which  Bernard  ap{KroT6d,  —  that  scheme  which  is  ^L^, 
said  to  hays  been  "  in  conformity  to  uninternipted  precedent  itm. 
for  near  a  hundred  jem,**^  —  was  fairly  begun.   Its  vety 
andacity  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  perversity  of  its  patrons. 
How  it  would  be  received  Ity  the  colonies  few  8to]>|>e(l  to 
inquire.    From  the  character  of  tiie  state  papers  which  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  it  wa-^  supposed  that  the  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  easily  tamed,  aad  that  all  that  was  necessary  to 
soenre  sabmistdon  was  a  Tigorons  administration,  becjEod  by  an 
appeal  to  military  force  in  case  of  resistance. 

The  news  that  the  sugar  act  had  passed  was  not  long  in  Jom 
reaching  Americ^i;  and  there  was  "not  a  man  on  the  continent 
who  did  not  consider  it  a  pacrifice  made  of  tlie  nortliurn  colo- 
nics to  the  superior  interest  in  Parliament  of  the  West  Indies."  * 
Before  this  date,  the  town  of  Boston,  at  its  annual  meeting,  majSBl 
passed,  at  the  instance  of  Samuel  Adams,  a  series  of  resolves 
instructing  its  representatives  what  course  to  pursue,  and  rec- 
ommended an  appeal  to  **  the  other  North  American  colonies  " 
to  add  the  weight  of  their  protest  to  "  that  of  this  province, 


icin  (luticH  was  read  a  sccoTirl  lime, 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole.  On  the  20th  persons  were 
sent  for  t  )  attend  this  committee ;  and 
on  the  22(1,  thv  supply  bill  heirisjagiin 
uuder  considcraUon,  with  Mr.  Wbatc- 
ley  in  the  chair,  other  penons  were 
ordered  to  atteiul.  Thus  tlic  in  dttT 
co!itinued  along  until  the  30th,  when 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  It  was 
nrrrpcd  to  by  the  Lorcl<<  April  4,  and 
a|>])roved  by  Uie  king  April  u.  Com- 
mons Jour.  XX ix.  825,  8H9,  890,904, 
Oft",  009,  933-935,  940,  Olo,  958, 
OGM,  979,  961,  983,  987,  1015,  1027, 
1029. 

*  Conduct  of  the  late  Administra- 
tion examined,  ]).  7;  T)e!>ates  in  Pari, 
iv.  251,  note.  **  It  had  l)een  proiKjsed 
to  Sir  Itobert  Wd^Mle,"  mys  Hbnoe 


W.ilj-olc,  ^foms.  GcDr^c  m.  ii.  70, 
•*to  raise  tiie  revenue  by  imj)0"«ing 
taxes  on  America ;  but  that  mmister, 
who  could  foresee  beyond  the  actual 
momrnt,  doolarwl  it  mmi  he  a  bolder 
man  thm  himself  who  should  venture 
on  such  an  expedient  That  man  tvaa 
found  in  Grenvillo,  who,  great  in  dar- 
ing and  little  in  ^iews,  wa**  charmed 
tohive  an  untrodden  field  before  him 
of  calculation  and  experiment" 

*  Mass.  Gazette  for  Mav  U),  17(54  ; 
Wcarc's  Lett,  iu  1  M.  H.'Coll.  i.  83. 
**  These  colonies,**  oiys  the  Moss.  Ga- 
zette, "  arc  under  very  <^re  it  disadvan- 
t^es  in  not  being  sultidently  interestr 
ed  in  Parluini«it ;  for  the  want  of 
which  the  West  Indies  have  been  able 
to  carry  every  point  ag-nn.'t  them,  and 
their  interests  are  almost  totally  dii»- 
ngadeA," 
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CHAP,  tlint.  1)V  united  api)lication,  we  may  happilj  obtain  redrew."  * 
The  Gciriciiil  Court,  of  which  the  Council  was  the  conservative 
1764.  branch,  had  hitherto  maintained  a  decorous  reserre  in  its  ap- 
peals to  the  ministry,  and  had  only  suggested  that  the  paaeage 
of  80ch  acts  woold  be  esteemed  a  grieranoe,  and  that  the  oom- 
merce  of  the  coimtry,  already  overbardened,  vodd  be  forced 
into  UDDatiiral  channels.*  But  now  that  it  was  compelled  to 
take  stronger  grounds,  a  "  Statement  of  the  Riprlits  of  the  Col- 
onies" was  prepared  by  Jauie^i  Otis,  and  tlie  Sentiments  of  a 
British  American were  published  by  Oxenbridge  Thacher.' 

im.u,  A  new  letter  of  instmctioss  was  also  draughted  to  be  sent  to 
Mr.  Mandnlt,  the  tone  of  which  indicates  the  feelings  that  pre- 
vailed. '*  If  all  the  colonies,"  say  they,  "  are  to  be  taxed  at 
pleasure,  without  any  representation  iu  Parliament,  what  wiU 
there  be  to  distiniruish  them,  in  point  of  liberty,  from  tho 
jecti*  of  the  most  absolute  prince?  Every  charter  privilege 
may  be  taken  from  as  by  an  appendix  to  a  money  bill,  which,  it 
seems  by  the  rules  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  must  not  at 
any  rate  be  petitioned  against.  To  what  purpose  will  opposi- 
tion to  any  resolutions  of  the  ministry  be,  if  they  are  passed 
with  such  rapidity  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  thera  before  they  have  received  the  sanction  of 
an  act  of  Parliament  ?  A  people  may  be  free,  and  tolerably 
happy»  without  a  particular  branch  of  trade ;  bnt»  without  the 
privily  of  assessing  theur  own  taxes,  fhey  can  be  nather."  * 

J«]i.i4.  In  accordance  with  the  proposal  of  the  representatives  of 
Boston,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  correspond  with  the 
other  colonics.  James  Otis,  Thomas  Gushing,  Oxenbridge 
Thachcr,  Thomas  Gray,  and  Edwai-d  Sheafe  were  the  members 
of  this  committee ;  and  circulars  were  sent  throughout  the 
country,  in  which  the  dangers  that  menaoed  "  their  most  easeik- 

•  Mass.  Gazette  for  May  31,  1764;      ^  These  were  both  poUiahed  iu 
Hutchiiuton,  iii.  107 ;  Bradford,  L  1^   Bottoiit  in  June,  1764. 

aO;  Bancroft,  v.  194,  197.  <  Minot,  ii.  169-175;  Bndfiud,  i. 

*  ISam.  Hec'a;  Jour.  U.  of  R.       31, 22;  Baooroft,  v. 
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tial  rights"  were  set  forth,  and  the  "united  assistance"  of  all  chap. 
was  dt^ired  to  obtaia  a  repeal  of  obnoxious  acts,  and  to  ^J*^ 
**  prevent  a  stamp  act,  or  any  other  impositioiis  and  taxes,  upon  ITM. 
this  and  the  other  American  provinces."  * 

Ab  may  well  be  sopposed,  neiiher  Bernard  nor  HntoluDaon 
was  particularly  pleased  wiUi  theee  prooeedingB ;  and  Hntcb- 
inflon,  especially,  censored  tlie  madness''  of  the  House  in 
inserting  on  their  journal  the  letter  to  their  agent*  But  the 
people  viewed  the  controversy  differently,  and,  excited  by  the 
eloquence  of  their  favorite  oratoi^,  censured  the  "  madoeas " 
of  the  nuQistry,  which,  in  their  estimation,  exceeded  their  own. 
A  reoonrse  to  arms  was  neither  thought  of  nor  advised,  for 
forcible  resistance  was  acknowledged  to  be  treasonable.  If  ore 
peaceable  measnres  were  adopted ;  and  a  system  of  retrench- 
ment of  unnecessary  expeutlitures  was  entered  upon,  and  ad- 
hered to  until  tlie  strutrsile  had  ended.^ 

The  expedient  of  tlic  governor,  to  embarrass  the  action  of 
the  General  Court,  was  to  prorogue  that  body  from  one  month 
to  another.  But  the  clamor  against  him  became  so  Tlolent 
that  he  was  compelled  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
and  the  a<!senil  s  was  convened  for  the  transsction  of  business.  o«t  la 
It  wad  suspected,  —  ami,  ui?  it  afterwai  dsj  appeared,  not  without 

'  IIutchin<«on,  iii.  110;  Muiot,  iL  the  inhabitaats  of  New  KngluJid  pride 

175 ;  Bradibrd,  i.  29 ;  Bancroft,  v.  themselves  more  than  any  other  peo- 

200.  pie  upon  earth  in  that  spirit  of  nre^ 

•  "  Ynti  allow,"  writes  HutchinsoD,  dom  which  first  made  their  ancestors 
July  11,  "  Ui  it  it  18  {Kis^ible  for  PoT'  leave  their  native  countr}*  and  nettle 
llimcnt  to  {HisH  acts  which  may  abridf^e  there,  and  do  really,  as  individually 
British  huhject-*  of  what  are  j^rnrr  illy  enjoy  more  indrpcndcncy,  from  se^"*" 
called  n  iturdl  rights ;  and  I  am  willing  crul  peculiar  circumstances  in  their 
to  go  fttrtber,  aira  wilt  suppose  that  in  manners,  latfs,  and  situation,  it  is  natp 
some  ci»e^  it  i<  ro  i'^onil  k-  a  ul  neces-  ural  to  conceive  that,  upon  the  first 
«ary,  <ir>i  thousrh  ituch  righls  should  apprehension  (wh'^ther  justly  founded 
havt  been  .ntrcnztMned  and  confirmed  or  not  make^  no  diflerence)  of  any 
6y  the  most  solemn  stmrtt'ons  and  en-  invasion  of  that  freedom,  they  should 
gtUftments."    MS.  Corresp.  ii.  90.  tike  tire,  ami  sitcrifice  to  rPNcntment 

*  Besolvesof  tiie  Peo]ile  ot  Boston,  —  may  1  not  sa)-  to  virtuous  princi- 
in  Mass.  Gaaette,  Supp't,  Tor  Sept  13,  )>le  ?  — >  the  passions  whose  graUfica- 
1764.  Sivs  th''  author  nf  01)verva-  tion  consumed  tht  ir  articles  of  com- 
tion<  on  the  Present  State,  &c.,  of  the  mercc  and  lu:Lury,  and  confine  tbonr 
British  Colonies,  pnh.  in  1709,  **  As  salves  to  mere  necessaries." 

TOL.  U.  19 


« 
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CHAP,  cause,  —  that,  durin<»  this  interval,  the  pen  of  his  excelleucv,  as 
well  as  tliat  of  Mr.  ilutciiiuson,'  had  1>o(mi  busily  employed  in 
1764.  fomenting  the  evils  which  existed,  and  that,  by  his  misrepresen- 
tatiODB  and  his  impeaduneiit  of  the  loyalty  of  the  pro\nnce,  he 
waa  respoBBible  in  a  meaBnro  for  enoouraging  the  scheme  which 
the  minifitty  was  pecmsteiitly  presBing  upon  Parliameiit  There 
were  maoy  things  in  his  oondnet  which  were  displeasing  to  tiie 
patriots  of  tlie  province.  His  sympathies  were  with  the  court 
not  with  the  people;  and  the  motives  to  induce  him  to  .«ide 
with  the  former  were  far  more  powerful  than  any  expectations 
of  advancement  from  the  latter.  To  minds  of  his  cast,  the 
prospect  that  the  struggle  would  terminate  adTerselj  to  Eng- 
land was  exceedingly  donbtfol ;  and  he  had  no  hesitatioa  in 
abiding  the  issne.  But  he  was  soon  made  sensible  that,  with 
whatever  meekness  his  sway  had  been  thus  far  submitted  to, 
there  were  bounds  which  it  avouKI  be  unwise  to  transgress. 
Hence,  at  the  opening  of  the  court,  aware  of  the  odium  wliich 
attached  to  his  proceedings,  he  had  not  the  courage  to  persist 
in  his  interference^  but  contented  himself  with  recommendii^ 
unity  in  their  counsels,  and  prudence  and  moderation  in  the 
measures  t2iey  should  adopt.* 

The  action  of  the  House  was  at  first  undeciderl.  Tlie  wishes 
of  the  people  had  l»een  distinctly  expresst'd  :  luit  a\  liore  -o 
much  was  at  stake,  cautiou  was  advisable.  The  stilluc^  which 
portends  the  earthquake  reigned.  Yet  the  deep  under  current 
of  popular  feeling  urged  the  representatives  on ;  and,  setting 
aside  private  business,  the  House  went  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  to  consider  the  letters  which  had  been  received  from 

*  Hutchinson  draughted  a  long  [n-  were  out  of  the  question,  yet  I  cnuld 

per  on  the  cLiims  of  the  coloniflB;  wish  it  lo  d&igiiited  w  to  lie  suppoaed 

and  in  a  letter,  of  July  23,  to  a  to  come  from  Honie  othrr  r<)l()n\  nth- 

iriead  in  England,  he  aays,  "  If  I  er  than  from  Ma^Hiichusetts.  \Vhat> 

have  any  where  expressed  mywlf  with  ever  you  do,  I  hove  you  wfl]  not  let 

too  grc-at  frecilom,  I  know  you  will  it  l>e  known  that  they'oome  floai  flW." 

Tint  stitfer  it  to  do  me  any  prejudice.  MS.  Conwp.  ii.  99. 

I  desire  to  avoid  publicity,  and  to  do  •  Hutchinson,  iii.  iiiii  iinulfoiti, 

nothing  out  of  cbancter.  If  that  L  83, 33. 
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their  agents  in  England  ;  aiul  an  addrcfvs  to  tlio  king  was  pre-  CHAP, 
pared  by  a  committee,  of  which  Otis  was  chairman.*  The  ton© 
of  this  address  was  displeafiing  to  the  Council,  and  it  was  op-  itm. 
posed.  Mr.  HntchiDson  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  opposition ;  *  ^  ^ 
and,  after  a  oonference,  an  address  to  the  House  of  Commons 
was  agreed  upon,  and  prepared  by  a  committee  of  both  branch- 
es of  the  court.    The  tone  of  this  address  was  much  milder 
than  that  to  the  king.    Nothing  was  said  of  the  right  of  Par- 
liament to  impose  a  tax,  nor  of  the  intention  of  the  people  to 
evade  its  operation ;  bat,  after  setting  forth  in  general  terms 
the  objections  which  had  been  nrged  ^^ainst  tiie  sogar  act  and 
the  stamp  act,  it  oondnded  with  a  praj^er  for  fnrther  delay,  and 
for  a  continuance  of  the  ])ridleges  whicli  had  been  hitherto 
enjoyed,  without  which  their  conditioD  would  be  deplorabljr 
wretched. 

Aware  of  the  feeling  against  him  in  America,  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son was  inde&tigable  to  prevent  misapprehension  of  his  posi- 
tion in  England ;  and,  though  he  seems  to  have  wavered 

between  patriotism  and  loyalty, — between  devotion  to  his  own 
country  and  ser\ility  to  the  crown,  —  he  had  decided,  on  the 
whole,  to  side  with  the  oppresi^or?.  By  taking  this  course,  his 
ambition  whispered  to  him  there  was  a  reasonable  chance  of 
his  elevation  to  the  chief  magistracy,  shoald  any  thing  ooeor  to 
occasion  the  removal  of  Governor  Bernard.  This  was  the 
elevation  to  which  he  aspired ;  and  hence  the  duplicity  of  his 
conduct  was  thinly  veiled  by  an  outward  profession  of  attach- 
ment to  liberty.^ 


*  Moas.  Kec's;  Jour.  U.  of  H.  for 
1764,  p.  102{  KbM.  Gasette  for  Max. 

14,  17G.>. 

'  "  I  desire,  as  lonj;  T  Vwo"  wrote 
liutchimoa,  March  lf>,  1T(>.5,  MS. 
Comsp.  u.  132,  "to  pi o mote  entire 
(v>nc'»rn  and  harmony,  ami  to  prevent 
uurcusouable  and  intemperate  zeal 
UBUHt  the  without  This 

may  tlioni^Iit,  from  a  fhort  and 
hnperlect  view,  to  betray  diflideaoe 


and  want  of  spirit ;  but  stay  till  you 
•ee  the  oonRequemei,  and  you  iritt 

determine  it  to  be  well-judj^ed  cau- 
tion and  pnidenoe.  The  misfortune 
U,  the  impnidencc  of  particular  gov- 
<  niim  iits  will  probably  bring  oown 
destruction  upon  their  neig^borii  as 
well  as  themselves." 

*  I  am  fully  aware  that  there  are 
difficulties  in  forming  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  character  of  Hutchinson. 
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CHAP.  But  if  the  action  of  Massachusette  was  less  decided  in  ihis 
trying  hour  than  might  have  been  expected,  the  zeal  of  her 
oitizeDB  was  soon  inflamed  to  a  still  higher  pitch  ;  and,  apoQ 
die  receipt  of  the  addresses  from  Nev  York  and  Viiginia, 
whose  resolute  tone  strikinglj  oontraeted  with  their  own  mod- 
est address,  the  demand  for  stronger  mearores  became  so 
nrgent  that  the  appeal  could  be  no  longer  resist^'d.'  Tlie 
y66.  action  of  Parliament  was  likewise  calculated  to  rekindle  strife. 
Qrenville,  who  had  postponed  his  scheme  of  tajuition  for  a 
season,  now  came  forward  prepared  to  urge  it  "upon  the  most 
general  and  acknowledged  grounds  of  whig  policy.^*  The 

JouIOl  king,  at  the  opening  of  the  session/ presented  the  American 
qnestion  as  one  of  "  obedience  to  tiie  laws  and  respect  for  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  kingdom;"  and  the  rx)rds  and 
Commons,  in  their  reply,  declared  their  intention  to  purine 
every  plan  calculated  for  the  public  advantage,  and  to  proceed 


B  would  be  enj  to  quote  pa<»ag(» 
from  his  correNpondenee  in  which  lil)- 
eral  tentimenta  are  candidlv  exjiri'ss- 
ed,  and  it  would  be  equally  exsy  to 
quote  jKissapes  betraying  a  want  of 
confidence  in  such  sentiments,  and  a 
decided  leaning  towards  arbitrary 
measures.  His  position  was  peculiar. 
On  the  one  hana,  his  social  relation « 
inclined  him  to  espouse  the  cause  ot 
hie  country  t  on  the  other,  his  oau* 
tiousness  whispered  to  hi  in  that  pcr- 
bajM  his  political  iutereats  woiUa  be 
better  •ecured  by  t  Uttle  and 
that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  ap- 
pear willing  to  acqnipwe  in  the  meas- 
ures of  tlie  miniHtry  than  to  express 
dtaaent  tnm  them.  The  following 
passage,  from  a  letter  dated  April  26, 
1765,  in  MS.  Corresp.  iL  136,  may 
give  some  clew  to  hiii  motives.  '*Some 
men,"  says  he,  "  it  is  mo<it  ovidentt  of 
hnt)i  sides,  have  not  a  S|)ark  of  public 
B[iuiL,  and  hdc  the  public  interest  rise 
or  &l]  with  no  other  pleasure  than  as 
their  own  particular  inlerent  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  as  a  bad  man  of  an  eo- 
tnprihiii^  gcnlna  can  tliNtya  aerve 


himself  at  the  expense  of  the  publicp 

he  will  never  fiiil  doing  it  unlc^  hr 
finds  the  temi)oral  advantage  will  be 
more  than  balanced  by  hi»  partioikr 
share  of  the  damage  that  will  accnie 
to  the  public."  With  this  conjoin  the 
saying  of  Lord  l^oont  **  AU  nni^  to 
^reat  place  is  by  a  wmding  sttir ;  and 
if  ili'-re  he  fections,  it  is  g^  ''1  ?  >  side 
u  niau'.s  i»elf  whilst  he  h  in  the  rinin^ 
and  to  balance  himself  when  he  » 
placed." 

'  Uutchinson,  iil  1 15.  "  The  acta 
of  Farlnment  have  made  audi 

nons  on  the  mindx  of  the  north\Tard 
people,  and  the  men-of-w  \r  m  stfadi- 
Iv  enforce  them,  that  iJiere  is  an  en- 
tire stagnation  of  trade.  Nothing  do 
they  t;uk  of  hut  their  own  manufiio- 
tures,  the  downSUl  of  England,  and 
the  me  of  Aineiioa  $  as  ii^  in  a  Uttle 
time,  we  shonUl  V>e  able  tn  swppK  our- 
selves with  most  of  the  necessaries  we 
used  to  take  from  England."  Extract 
from  letter  from  Virgini.i,  in  Bfaaa. 
Gazette  for  Jan.  10,  1765. 
•  Bancroft,  v.  m 
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therdn  with  that  temper  and  finnneeB  which  will  beet  ooncil-  chap. 
lale  and  insure  doe  sobmiflrion  to  the  laws^  and  rererence  to 
the  legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain*'*^  The  prospect  ifSfi. 
of  carrying  his  thvorite  measure  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to 
the  feelings  of  the  chief  minister  ;  to  tlie  remonstrances  of  the 
ageut:*  of  the  colonies  a  deaf  ear  was  turned  ;  and,  seconded  Feb.  2. 
by  Townshend,  Jenyna,  and  others,  a  series  of  resolutions^  iifty- 
five  in  number,  was  proposed  to  the  committee  of  ways  andF«h.0. 
meansi  embractng  the  details  of  the  contemplated  stsmp  act* 
The  opponents  of  the  resolutions  were  comparatiTely  few ; '  yet 
their  names  are  worthy  of  perpetual  remembranee.  Bcckford, 
Couwax ,  Jackson,  and  Barre  were  the  principal  s|)eakers  ;  and 
to  two  of  these,  Conway  and  Barre,  the  thanks  of  the  proTince 
were  afterwards  tendered.^   But  their  doquenoe  was  of  no 
avail.   The  resolutions  were  carried  by  an  overwhelming 
minority  of  five  to  one,  and  the  triumph  of  tiie  ministry  was 
emphatic  and  complete.' 

Tlie  very  next  day  orders  were  issued  to  Greuville  and  his  Feb.  6. 


'  Debates  in  Pari.  iv.  244-246; 
Aikin's  Ann».  of  Georae  ilL  i.  39. 
■  Walpole^sOeorge In.  il  6B|  De- 

hi(«'s  in  P;irl.  iv.  2."0 ;  Bancroft,  v. 
2il0.  **  The  coloniess  in  tnith,"  aays 
"Walijole,  •*  were  highly  alarmed,  and 
had  aeDt  over  repref^entationR  so  iitrao|f 
agiiiiist  being  tnxed  here,  tint  it  wis 
not  thought  dt"cerit  or  rafe  to  present 
their  memorial  to  jPftrEament 

^  "  We  hear  that  at  the  ^V•hac  in 
the  Uouae  of  Commons,  when  the  re- 
■oItcs  paawd,  not  a  man  spoke  who 
did  not  dechre  his  opinion  that  the 
American  yvorde  uu<;lit  to  he  taxed ; 
nor  would  any  one  introduce  a  peti- 
tion which  should  impeach  the  right 
of  Parrumu-nt.  Even  the  mo^i  Inter- 
eHted,aiid  those  who  are  of  the  oppo- 
ntloo»all  fcfhsed  to  preeait  Kuch  a 
petitioa."  Mifls.  Octette  for  April  4, 
1765. 

*  Walpole's  George  III  ii.  67  ; 
Providence  Gazette  of  Aug.  14, 1765  j 
Cflndncf,  of  the  kte  Adnun.  emninedt 


30.  The  speech  of  Barr^  was  exceed- 
ingly spirited.  Townfihend  had  nid 
tfent  the  Ameiieui  eokmiea  were  pkntp 

ed  by  the  care,  nourished  h\  the  in- 
dulgence, and  protected  by  the  anns 
of  England  i  to  which  Barr^  replied, 
*•  Thtjf  f^MUd  bjf  jfour  care  !  No ; 
your  oppre«)sion8  planted  them  ia 
America.  Thtu  nourished  up  by  your 
indulrenee  !  They  grew  by  your  neg- 
lect of  them.  Tluy  protected  by  your 
arms!  They  have  nobly  taken  up 
arms  in  your  defence.  And  believe 
me,  the  same  spirit  of  freedom  whibh 
actuated  that  people  at  first  will  ao- 
company  them  stuL^'  Mass.  Gazette 
fer  May  30. 1765.  For  ftirther  par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  corresjKmdence 
between  the  General  Court  and  liarr6 
see  Drake's  Boston,  704.  An  expres- 
doo  uaed  bv  Barrfe  m  his  speech  iur> 
nished  to  the  province  the  motto  of 
♦*  the  ISons  of  Liberty/' 
•  Aikin'a  QeoigellL  i  40. 
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CHAP,  associates  to  "  bring  in  a  stamp  bill  for  America ; "  and  six 
days  after  the  bill  was  ready.   It  was  read  the  first  time  with* 
1766.  out  debate^  and  petitions  against  it  were  r^ected.^  Two  weeks 
Feh.87. ]ater  the  bill  passed  the  Commons;  early  in  the  following 

Mm.  8.  month  it  'A  as  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  ;  aud  a  fortnight  Liter  it 
Mar.22.  reeeived  the  royal  assent  by  a  eommi«?ion.  his  majesty  Ix-iriL'  ill 
and  unable  to  sign  it.  Thus,  at  a  time  when  the  light  of  rea- 
son was  obscured  in  the  head  of  the  nation,  was  the  measare 
adopted  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  American  revolution.* 
The  tidings  of  the  passage  of  this  act  gave  great  dissatis&o- 
lion.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  it  is  true,  still  held  a  scat  in  the 
Council,  and  exerted  an  inhuence  upon  public  affairs.  Van  his 
former  })opularity  was  daily  doclining,  and  his  influence  was 
destined  to  l»e  counteracted  in  a  way  little  agreeable  to  his 
feelings.*  The  message  of  the  governor,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Qeneral  Courts  took  no  notice  of  what  he  knew  must  be  uppe^ 
most  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  representatives ;  ^  but 
the  House  was  not  daunted,  aad.  at  the  instance  of  Otis,  voted 
June 6.  at  once  tliat  it  was  expedient  tliere  should  be  a  "meeting,  a5 
soou  as  convenient,  of  conunittccs  from  the  Houses  in  tlie  sev- 
en! colonies,  to  consult  together  on  their  present  circumstanoea, 
and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  were  and  must  be  reduced 

*  Conduct  of  the  late  Admin,  ex-  June  4,  17fi5,  in  ibid.  1S9,  •'The 
ammed,  8;  MiKMuGaMtte  for  ]liby28(  Rtamp  act  is  received  among  m  vnih 
1766.  a«5  muph  decencv  as  could  l>c  expoct- 

*  Supp't  Mass.  Gazette  for  May  IG,  ed-  liitherlo  t  have  endeivorfd  to 
1765 ;  Walix)Ie'8  George  III.  ii.  82 ;  state  tlie  case  of  tlic  coloni(»'%  in  the 
Hutchinson,  Hi.  110,  117;  Minotf  iL  most  fcvorabk- light,  ah\,i\s  sub- 
200  ;  Bancrott,  v.  243-248.  missioa  to  the  supreme  authority.  It 

*  **  The  mxnhtiy,"  myn  Hutchimon,  w  rum  become  my  duty,  as  an  exeen- 
iii  spi'  iking  of  this  act,  MS.  Corresp.  tive  officer,  to  promote  the  execution 
ii.  A])ril  0,  176'),  "may  obtain  of  the  act  and  to  prevent  any  evasion, 
applause-,  aud  tliu  nalion  be  amused  a  and  I  hoi)e  there  will  be  as  little  room 
Kttle  while  by  this  measure ;  but  I  for  complaint  from  this  as  from  any 
think  there  is  danger  that  tlif  discour-  colony.'  Again,  June  5,  ibid.  140: 
i^ements,  diiicontcnts  and  dissutiniao-  **  The  act  will  execute  it«el4  tutd  there 
tion  to  the  mother  country,  whidi  will  is  no  room  for  evasion ;  and  if  theia 
be  caused  in  many  of  the  colonies,  will  yrvm,  I  am  sure  the  executive  court 
eventimlly  more  than  balance  all  the  would  show  no  countenance  to  it," 
profit  Uwt  will  ever  be  received  from  *  Jour.  H.  of  IL  for  ITGo,  p.  11. 
Ibxm/'&q.  Yet  aftenmirdB  he  iRote^ 
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fay  the  operation  of  the  late  acts  of  Parliament."   This  meet-  ohap. 
lug  was  propoaed  to  be  held  on  the  first  Taeadaj  of  Ootober ; 
and  cuodar  lettera  were  drawn  np  to  be  sent  aa  far  soath  aa  im. 
SoQtfa  Carolina.  Hie  opposition  of  the  governor  and  of  Mr.  ^ 

Hutehinson  could  not  check  Uicse  procoodinjB^,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  acquicjsce  in  them  with  the  best  grace  they  could. ^ 
It  was  the  iotention  of  Orenville,  in  the  executioQ  of  the 
new  act,  to  *'  begin  with  small  daties  and  taxes,  and  to  advance 
in  proportion  as  it  should  be  found  the  colonies  wotdd  bear ; 
but  his  oolleagaes  were  urgent  for  tiie  adoption  of  additional 
iiifa.-^urcs.  and,  in  particuhir,  insisted  lli;iL  Lhc  mutiuy  a(-t  sliould 
be  extended  to  America,  h  iih  power  to  billet  troops  on  ))rivate 
houses.  To  tliis  Grenviile  would  not  consent.  Yet  the  bill 
pttBDod ;  and  the  colonies  were  required,  at  their  own  expense, 
to  furnish  the  troops  quartered  upon  them  hj  Ftoliament  with 
fuel,  bedding,  utensils  for  cooking,  and  various  articles  of  food 
and  drink.  To  take  off  the  edge  from  this  bill,  bounties  were 
granted  ou  the  importation  of  lumber  and  timber  from  the 
plantations ;  coffee  of  domestic  growtii  was  exempted  from 
additional  dotf ;  and  iron  was  permitted  to  be  carried  to 
Ireland.^ 

>  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  17(j5,  108, 
109;  Mam.  Gazette  for  Aua.  29, 
1765 1  HtrtduDMNi,  iiL  118;  Mtnot, 
ii.  203-207;  Bmdfonl,  i.  .Vl;  1\m\- 
crofl,  V.  279.  The  committee  to  write 
to  the  other  colonies  consisted  of 

Samtiel  White,  JameH  Otis,  and  

Lee;  an<I  on  tho  '20lh  of  June,  James 
Otis  Timothy  Kugglea,  and  Oliver 
Pir^idi^  were  chosen  deleoates  to 
the  C'^riLrrrss.  On  the  2 1th.  mt.  Vn'-h- 
ing,  of  iio^tout  Captain  iShcai'e,  and 
Gray  were  chosen  to  draught  a 
letter  to  the  agent  in  Kn^landf  which 
WBt  donp.    Jour.  H.  of  K. 

■  Hutchinson's  Letter  of  April  9, 
1765»  in  M&  Oonttii>.  u.  186  {  Ban- 
croft, V.  248. 

*  Chatham  Corresp.  iil  192,  208  ; 
Acts  Oea  HI.  c  xlv. ;  Supp't  to 
Mawt.  Gazette  for  June  6, 1765;  Ban- 
croft, T.  24S-2dl.  Hutchtnaon  waa 
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one  who  wa«  confident  tli;it  tho  stnmp 
act  would  execute  itseU'j  but  he  aftcr- 
wHxdB  wrote,  Aiif^.  16,  1765,  in  MS. 
Corresp.  il.  1  t.j,  I  m  ide  a  poor  judg- 
ment when  1  wrote  vuu  la.st,  and  find 
I  promiwd  m^lf  wkit  I  imshed  rath- 
er than  idiat  I  had  reaHon  to  erprd. 
I  fim  now  convincotl  thit  the  penplo 
throughout  the  colonies  are  im])resscd 
with  an  opinion  that  they  are  no 
lon2:cr  considered  hv  the  jicople  of 
England  a»  their  fellow-«unjects,  and 
entitled  to  English  Ul>ertie!i}  and  I 
cx|)ect  some  tragic  d  event  in  Rome  or 
othtT  of  the  colonies,  for  wp  an*  not 
only  in  a  deplorable  situation  at  pre»* 
entt  but  have  a  dinnal  prmipect  before 
us  as  tlie  conimencenieiit  of  the  net 
approaches.  IS  there  be  no  execution 
of  It,  all  bumnes§  must  ceaaej  and  yet 
the  general  new  in,  it  cannot  be  oai^ 
lied  into  e&eciUion»'* 


2d6  BS8ISTAKCB  TO  THB  STAMP  ACT. 

CHAP.    Bat  the  stamp  act  itoelf  was  the  principal  grievance ;  and  it 
BOOH  became  evident  to  all  who  had  flattered  tbemselTeB  it 
176S.  would  be  peacefbllj  ezecated  that  thejr  had  entirely  miatakea 

the  temper  of  the  colonists,  and.  from  tlieir  roriner  submission, 
had  too  hastily  concluded  that  thoy  would  continue  to  submit 
Nor  was  the  policy  of  Grcuviile,  of  selecting  the  officers  who 
were  to  esecute  the  act  from  among  the  Americans  themseLn^ 
more  fortonate.  It  was  well  known  that  enough  could  be 
found  who  were  ready  to  barter  their  liberties  for  office ;  and 
such  were  held  in  desen-ed  execration.  True,  the  agents  of 
the  colonies  were  invited  to  make  the  nominations,  and,  as  a 
minor  evU,  in  most  cases  did  so  ;  nor  did  any  of  them,  not  even 
Franklin,  express  their  belief  that  the  act  would  be  rf^isted.^ 
Otis  had  said,  It  is  our  duty  to  sabmit  to  all  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  he  qualified  this  statemoit  by  adding,  ^t  all  acts 
contrary  to  the  constitution  were  null  and  voidf  and  ooase* 
quenily  not  binding  even  if  sanctioutxl  by  Parliament.^  The 

i7t>4.  General  Court,  too,  in  one  of  its  addi  tst^es,  while  they  humbly 
Mot.  8. 

apprehended  "  they  might  "  propose  their  objections,"  acknowl- 
edged "  their  duty  to  yield  obedience  to  the  act  while  it  eonr 
tinned  unrepealed." '  But  public  opinion  cannot  always  be 
hemmed  in  by  conventional  restraints;  and  the  outbreak 
which  followed  was  as  spontaneous  as  it  was  unexpected. 

A  general  detenu inu lion  was  early  evinced  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  stamp  act  at  all  hazards.    Virginia  was  the 
jj*^^  first  to  "ring  the  alarm  bell ; "  but  her  resolves  were  so  point* 
*  ed  that  some  pronounced  them  treasonable.*  The  newspapers 
vindicated  them ;  and,  the  tide  of  opinion  suddenly  changing, 
in  the  end  they  wCre  applauded  as  worthy  of  imitation.'  The 

*  Conduct  of  the  hte  AdmtiL  ei-  tnaon's  H!rt.in.  119t  DefaatoaihM. 

amined^  13-18.  It.  308 ;  Conduct  of  the  late  Admin. 

«  Bancroft,  v.  2  50-252.  examined,  26,  71,  93,  94.   A  copy  of 

*  Conduct  of  the  late  Admin,  ex-  the  Virginia  resolutions  was  tninsmit- 
amined,  17.  ted  to  the  ministry  so  early  as  the 

*  llutchinjton's  Lrtt.  of  Aug.  15  to  2Tth  of  July.  Conduct  of  kte  AdmiD. 
the  Sec  of  State,  and  to  Fownali  of  examined,  20. 

July  19»  in  HSb  Oonesp.  iL ;  Hutch-  *  Saya  HimihtiMnii  to  PowimJU  July 
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names  of  the  stamp  distributors  had  been  pnbilshed  in  Boston  chap. 
by  Jared  Injrersoll,  of  Connecticnt,  who  had  just  arriyed  from  ^J^^ 
England  :  and  it  was  found  that  Audrow  Oliver,  the  brother-in-  1766. 
law  of  llutchinson,  was  appointed  for  Maspachusctts.  Imme- 
diately   the  decree  seemed  to  go  forth  that  Boston  shoold 
lead  the  way  in  the  work  of  compolsion.''  ^ 

A  change  In  the  ministry  had  taken  phioe  in  Enghind ;  and  Jnijrs. 
William  Pitt  had  been  again  called  to  office.'  The  birthday 
of  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  was  kept  as  a  lioliday  ;  and  the  crowd  Aiig.UL 
that  asseinl»le<l  on  the  occasion,  as  tUty  kindled  their  bonfire 
in  King  Street,  rent  the  air  with  tumultuous  shouta  of  Pitt 
and  liberty."  It  was  welcome  news  to  all  that  one  in  whom 
they  tmsted  as  the  friend  of  the  oolonies  had  been  restored  to 
power ;  and,  such  was  the  impdse  given  to  the Sons  of  Lib- 
erty," they  would  rest  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  some 
signal  demonstration  of  tlieir  feelings.  It  was  at  once  con- 
certed, therefore,  to  hang  in  effigy  the  obnoxious  distributor  of 
stamps ;  and  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  fourteenth  of 
Aogost,  the  inhabitants  of  the  sontherly  part  of  the  town,  as  Agg.u. 
tiiey  passed  to  their  boslness,  saw  suspended  from  the  out- 
stretched limb  of  a  majestic  elm,  long  known  as  the  "  Liberty 
Tree,'''  an  effigy  of  Oliver,^  tricked  out  with  the  emblems  of 


10,  1765.  in  MS.  Cnm^^p.  n.  143,  duct,  &c.,  17;  Walpole'*  Gonrpr  TTT. 

"Upon  the  first  arrival  of  the  stamp  ii.  103;  Mass.  Gazette  far  Aug.  2U, 

act,  our  political  heroes  seemed  to  be  llH'). 

silenced,  and  acknovrli  flt;(  d  the  ad-  ^  This  tree  stood  at  the  comer  of  E»- 

dre«8  or  petition  from  the  province,  sex  and  Washington  Streets  t  and  the 

which  had  been  mudi  exclaimed  Hon.  David  Bern  has  erected  upon 

apniiist,  yras  right  and  well  judf^ed;  its  site  a  splendid  building,  known  as 

but,  encouraged  by  Virj^nii,  they  l>e-  the  "Liberty  Tree  Block,"  on  the 

jfin  to  open  ag.iin,  and  yesterdiy  we  front  of        h  is  u  representation  of 

had  publislied  a  j.iecc  as  full  of  rant  tiie  tree  in  hiss-relief.  • 

as  any  which  had  preceded  it"  Comp.  *  I  he  elli::\  of  Olivt  r  was  prepared 

Debate:*  iu  ParL  iv.  311,  312.  by  the  meckmics  ot  Boston,  vi2.,Iicn- 

'  Letter  of  Gage  to  Conway,  Sept.  jamin  Edes,  Thomas  Crafts,  John 

I7.G0.  Smith,  Sto)j]u-n  CIcmtIv,  Jolin  .\very, 

*  The  intention* of  removing  the  Jr.,  Thom;i8  Chase,  Henry  ikiss,  and 

old  ministry  was  decLired  in  the  mid-  Henry  Welles.    Gordon's  Am.  Rer. 

die  of  May,  and  the  new  admimstia-  L  17.3;  Diiry  of  John  Adams,  in 

tion  CMue  into  office  in  July.   Coo-  Woriu»iL  176$  Drake's  Boston,  60& 
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CHAP.  Bate  and  Grenville.^   The  Dews  spread  like  wildfire ;  and 
^.^^  thousands  collected  to  gaase  oo  the  spectacle.  Hatchinsoii,  as 
i7e>5.  the  chief  justice,  ordered  the  sheriff  to  lemove  the  images ;  hat 
the  people  interfered,  expressing  their  detenmnatioa  to  have 

them  remaiu  until  evening.  Governor  Bernard  summoned  his 
Council  to  meet  in  the  afternoon  :  but  what  could  thev  do?  A 
migoritj  waa  opposed  to  taking  anj  action ;  and  the  minority 
iras  compelled  to  sabmit. 

Towards  erening  the  excitement  increased,  and  the  images 
were  taken  down,  placed  npon  a  bier,  supported  in  processioa 
by  six  men,  and  followed  by  an amazing  mtdtitude  "  through 
tlie  streets  to  the  town  house.  Here  the  crowd  paused  directly 
under  the  council  chuml)er,  and  ?>houtefl  at  tlic  top  of  their 
voices,  "  Liberty,  property,  and  no  stamps  i  "  Tliree  cheers  were 
then  given ;  and  the  crowd  moved  on  to  Kilby  Street,  to  Oli- 
ver's Dock,  where  a  building  was  demolished  which,  it  was 
sappoaed,  had  been  erected  for  a  stamp  office.  The  fragments 
of  this  building  were  carried  to  Fort  Hill,  and  a  bonfire  was 
made  of  them  in  front  of  Oliver's  house,  upon  which  liie  images 
were  burned.' 

The  spirit  of  resistance  was  fully  aroused,  and  the  err  of 
tiie  soQth  was  echoed  at  the  north.  **The  stamp  act  shall 
never  be  ezecated  here,"  was  the  determination  of  the  people, 
*'  All  the  power  of  Great  Britfun  shall  not  compel  us  to  snb- 

mit  to  it."  "  We  will  die  ou  the  place  first."  "  Wo  will  sjwiul 
our  last  blofxl  in  the  cause."  "The  man  who  offers  a  .-tamped 
paper  to  sell  will  be  immediately  kiUe<l."^  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pose that  Hutchinson  directed  an  alarm  to  be  sounded,  and  the 

*  Bute,  "the  favorite,*'  had  hern  (liirinj^  soveral  years, both  in  England 

frpqnently  hnmed  in  effi'^  in  Kiii»Lmd,  nnd  America,  as  tokens  of  hostihtv  to 

uikU  j  tiie  eiiiUlcm  of  a  iack-boot  —  a  the  court.   Lord  Mahon's  UUl  £ag; 

pun  upon  his  mme  as  John,  Earl  of  v.  25. 

Bute.  To  the  jark-lxiot  in  tliese  bum-       '  Mass.  O  izL-tte  for  Aug.  )0, 178iS, 

mg&  it  vios  not  unusual  to  add  a  pet-  Supp't,  and  for  Auf^.  22. 
ticoat — a  fttrth^  oompHraent  to  die      "  Hutchinscm'a  Karr.  in  MS.  Cop* 

Princess  Dowajjcr  of  Wales.   Such  rwp.  iL ;  Conduct  of  the  kte  AdmiiL. 

boafirea  of  the  jack-boot  were  renewed  examinedt  27. 


Digitized  by  Go 


PBOOLAMATIOII  OF  IBM  OOVElUrOB. 


militeiy  to  be  mustered,  for  **  the  drummers  were  in  the  mob."  chap. 
Nor  did  Mb  appearance  in  person,  with  the  sheriff  at  his  heels, 
cause  the  crowd  to  disperse.  **  Stand  by,"  was  the  watehword ;  nos, 

and  the  baffled  cliicf  justice  wa^  compelled  to  flee.  An  hour 
before  inidnight  the  tliroiig  repaired  to  the  residence  of  the 
governor,  and.  after  three  cheers,  quietly  dispersed.' 

The  next  day  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  governor,  AagM, 
offering  a  reward  for  the  discoTery  of  the  offenders  bnt  no 
one  was  disposed  to  act  as  informer,  and,  if  any  were  seized, 
**  the  prisons,"  said  Mayhew,  **  wonid  not  hold  them  many 
hours."  "  We  have  a  dismal  prospect  before  iw,"  said  Hutch- 
inson ;  and  he  advised  that  a  larger  watch  should  be  dct  at 
night ;  but  the  motion  was  opposed,  and  the  ordinary  watch 
was  not  increased.  "If  Oliver  had  been  found  last  night,''^ 
said  Bernard  mefally,  ''he  would  actually  have  been  mnr> 
thered ; "  and  Oliver  himself  inclined  to  the  same  opinion.  It 
was  plainly  intimated  that,  if  he  did  not  resisrn  his  office  before 
night,  his  hous<!  would  be  pulled  down  ili  ut  his  cars;  and, 
thoroughly  couviuced  tliat  it  would  be  best  to  yield,  he  signed 
a  paper  expressing  his  willingness  to  throw  up  his  commission. 
This  satisfied  the  crowd,  and  at  night  a  bonfire  celebrated 
tiieir  victoxy.' 

For  a  short  time  there  was  quiet  Bat  at  length  tiie  dis> 

trust  of  the  people  fell  upon  Hutchinson ;  and,  twelve  days 
after  Oliver  had  iji  eu  hanged  in  effigy,  the  crowd  assembled  to  Aug.26. 
pay  him  a  visit.  "  Ho  is  a  prerosrativo  man,"  wan  tlie  geuerai 
cry.  "  Ho  gmsp?  all  the  important  offices  in  the  state."  "  He 
himself  holds  four  offices,  and  his  relatives  six  or  seven.''  ^  He 
bad  a  principal  hand  in  projecting  the  stamp  act"^  Such 


I  HuteUiMOii's  Lett  of  Au^.  15,  in 
MS.  r<jrrc?:p.  ii  ;  Hutchinson  s  Hist, 
iii.  120 ;  Ckmdnct  of  the  late  Admin, 
exanuned,  90-101. 

'  This  proclamatioa  is  gmn  Ui 
Drake's  BosU  696,  note. 

'  Hutchinson's  LeiL  of  Aug.  16,  iu 
US.  Comtp.  ik  U5t  tad  uitL  iiL 


121 ;  Conduct  of  the  late  Admin.  &0. 
101 ;  Debates  in  Piirl.  Iv.  :j]:i-31fi. 

*  That  Hutduuson  stood  ready  to 
execute  the  itunp  act,  if  he  did  not 

apj)rovo  its  passage,  is  e>'ident  from 
hi-s  letter  of  June  "1,  1766,  which  kis 
been  ulmid)'  (quoted. 
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butchinboh's  housi  atiackbd. 


CHAP,  outcries  wroQgbt  upon  their  inflammable  spirit?,  and  prepared 
^^^^^^  them  for  deeds  of  greater  violence.   Their  first  act  was  to 
176S.  enter  the  office  of  Mr.  Story,  the  deputy  registrar,  oppcMote 

the  north  side  of  the  court  ho  use,  and  burn  the  records  of  the 
Vice  Admiralty  Court ;  next  they  ravaged  the  house  of  Mr. 
Hallowell,  the  comptroller  of  the  customs,  situated  on  Hanover 
Street ;  and  then,  hastening  to  the  residence  of  Hutchinson,  io 
Garden  Court  Street,  and  barely  giving  his  family  time  to 
escape,  they  split  open  the  doors  of  his  palatial  mansion,  de- 
stroyed his  furniture,  scattered  his  plate,  threw  his  books  and 
manuscripts  into  the  streets,  raiitjackcd  his  wine  cellar,  and  at 
daybreak  left  his  house  a  ruin.* 

Governor  lieruard  was  at  the  Castle  when  those  events  oc- 
curred;  but|  hasteniui;  to  town  the  next  day,  he  summoned  the 
Council  to  meet  immediately  to  decide  what  should  be  done. 
Before  that  body  met,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  assembled  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  and,  deprecating  the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
previous  night,  a  scries  of  resolutions  was  passed,  dcsirinir  the 
selectmen  to  suppress  the  like  disorders  in  the  future,  and 
pledging  the  assistance  of  the  peoph^  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty.  The  Council  advised  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward 
of  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  detection  of  the  ringleadeis^ 
and  one  hundred  pounds  for  other  persons,  and  six  or  eight 
were  apprehended ;  but  the  attempt  to  arrest  one  Mackintoshf 
in  King  Street,  was  resisted,  and  those  who  had  been  seized 
were  specMlily  lilierated.  The  popular  excitement  was  such 
that  nothing  could  be  efl'cctually  done,  and  the  government 
was  shorn  of  its  usual  strength.  Few  even  of  the  conservative 
eitisens  sympathized  with  the  legislation  which  had  awakened 

« 

this  resentment,  and  few  were  disposed  to  interrupt  the  course 
of  events.   Only  so  much  restraint  was  thereforo  exercised  ss 

to  prevent  the  passions  of  the  iuuUitude  liom  overleaping  all 

'  Uutchinson's  Lett  of  Aug.  30,  la   duct  of  the  late  Admin.  &c.  102-101 ; 
MS.  Coneflp.  iL  146,  and  Bait  iu.  t  Debstca  b  PteL  iv.  816-31& 
Barton  Newsletter  fitt  SqM.  S;  Coo- 
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bounds,  and  manj  rejoiced  that  the  abettors  of  opprenion  had  chap. 
been  signftUj  reboked.'  ^^j^ 
Siortly  after  the  attack  upon  fhe  house  of  Mr.  HutchiDsou,  17s*. 
116W8  arrived  that  another  change  had  taken  place  in  the  min-  ^ 

isLry,  the  Rockiiighain  whigs  having  been  elevated  to  power. ^ 
Great  was  the  joy  awakened  by  these  tidings ;  and  the  hope 
was  clicri^ed  that,  as  the  new  cabinet  contained  some  friends 
to  Amertcai  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  might  be  effected.'  "  If 
Astnea  were  not  fledf"  said  llayhew, "  there  might  be  grounds 
for  the  hope."^  Bat  little  could  be  gained  by  waiting  in 
silence  for  the  repeal.  Something  must  be  done  to  show  that 
the  colonies  were  in  earnest  in  their  resistance ;  that  tlu»  out- 
break which  had  just  passed,  if  it  was  an  ebullition  of  pas- 
sion, wa^  also  an  indication  of  the  determination  of  the  people 
not  to  submit  to  the  obnoxious  act ;  and  that^  if  no  open  coun- 
tenance was  given  to  the  doings  of  an  excited  populace,  it  was 
not  because  the  prudent  thought  or  felt  diiferentlj,  but  because, 
conscious  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  they  were  more  disposed 
to  rely  upon  uii  af)j)eal  to  Parliament,  by  showing  that  the  act, 
if  persisted  in  and  cuforced^  would  be  as  pernicious  to  Great 
Britain  as  to  America. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  in  all  the  colonies^  from 
Georgia  to  New  Hampshire,  tiie  same  spirit  of  opposition  was 
manifested  as  in  Hassachnsetts.  The  stamp  distributors  and 


'  Conduct  of  the  late  Admin.  &c.  men,  in  support  of  what  upon  a  sud- 

28 ;  Mass.  Gazette  for  Aug.  29, 1765.  den  appear  to  them  to  be  their  riffhts." 

**  The  colonisU*,"  sa)'8  Hutchinson,  Thiit  uoKsuge  was  penned  more  tliaa  a 

MS.  Corresp.  ii.  90,  "  like  all  the  rest  year  bcforp  t!ie  -'tt-ick  upon  his  li ou'^e, 

of  the  human  race,  are  of  different  and  shows  how  he  could  then  upolv> 

spii-its  and  diwposittoiii  |  aorae  more  giae  Ibr  dw  mormth  of  his  eountr)'«- 

calm  and  moderate,  others  more  vli>-  men. 

lent  and  extravagant}  and  if  now  and      *  Mass.  Gazette  for  Sept.  20,  lT6o ; 

then  aooie  itide  and  indeeent  thingt  Hutehinson,  iii.  128 ;  Bradford,  L  66 ; 

are  thrown  out  in  prints  in  one  place  Lord  M  ihon's  IliaL  Eng.  {  fianeraftt 
and  another,  I  hni>e  such  things  will       21)G-JUG,  310. 
not  be  considered  us  coming  from  the      '  For  an  account  of  the  ceremonicti 

eoloiuati  in  general,  but  from  partic-  on  this  ooeaaion,  see  Drake's  Boston, 

uhr  persons  warmed  by  the  intern-  703. 

peiate  seal,  abali  1  say  ?  of  Eogli&b-      *  Quoted  in  iiaiurroA,  v.  316. 
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CHAP,  inspectors,  in  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  \cw  York,  and  at 
^^^J^  the  south,  by  the  "unconquerable  rage  of  the  people,"' were 
1765.  compelled  to  resign.^  Not  one  was  permitted  to  hold  office 
qnietlj.  At  all  huards  it  had  been  detennined  to  resist  Ihe 
act.  If  the  qneetion  iraa  aaked,  "What  wfll  yon  do  after  tlie 
first  of  November  ?"  the  reply  was,  "  We  shall  do  as  before* 
"Will  you,  tlien,"  it  was  inquired,  ".^et  at  defiance  the  P.uliu- 
mcnt?"  "Wo  are  ready,"  it  wan  Hn«:wered,  "  to  submit  to 
constitutional  laws  ;  but  the  stamp  act  is  against  Magna 
Charta ;  and  Liord  Coke  says,  an  act  of  Parliament  against 
Magna  Charta  is  for  that  reason  yoid/'  * 
Nor  were  the  statesmen  of  the  proTinee  idle.  The  Qenenl 
8ep>^.  Court  had  been  prorogued  to  the  last  week  In  September,  at 
which  time  the  governor,  in  his  mcssu<re,  after  alluding  lo 
the  late  act^^  of  violence,  and  to  the  declarations  of  the  peo- 
ple that  the  stamp  act  should  never  be  executed,  called  upon 
both  houses  to  sapport  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  anthori^. 
The  law,  he  observed,  might  be  inexpedient ;  yet  it  conld  not 
be  denied  that  Parliament  had  the  right  both  to  pass  and  to 
enforce  it ;  and  he  caationed  them  against  den^nng  this  right, 
lest  such  denial  should  injure  their  own  interests,  ajui  prevent 
the  rci)eal  of  the  act.  The  alarming  consequences  of  a  refusal 
to  submit  were  also  set  forth  ;  and,  while  he  iunisted  that  their 
submiasion  alone  would  be  insufficient  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  people^  he  advised  them  to  acquaint  themselves  weU 
with  the  exigendes  of  the  timeSi  and  to  endeavor  to  persuade 

*  John  Adanu's  Diary,  in  Woriu,  heroism,  erected  in  the  semal  eo^ 

iL  154;  HutehiiMon,  liL  128;  Ban-  nice  and  provincea  In  the  ocmne  «f 

eroil»  T.  316,  322.    "The  people,*'  thk  ymr.  Opt  prowcs  have  groaned, 

wrote  J.  Adams,  in  the  following  De-  our  pulnit';  have  thimdcrpd.  our  legis- 

cemher,  "  even  to  the  lowest  mnkn,  latures  nave  resolved,  our  lowiis  hate 

hiivc  been  more  attentive  to  their  lib-  voted ;  the  crown  officers  have  ex-ery 

ortk-i.  more  inquisitive  about  them,  where  trembled,  and  all  their  liiiie 

and  more  determined  to  defend  them,  tools  and  creatures  have  been  afraid 

than  they  were  ever  before  kiMnm  or  to  speak  and  aafaamed  to  be  aeoi.*' 
hid  occasion  to  lie ;  innumerable  hive       -Hutchinson,   MS.  Ooneapii  n.| 

been  the  monuments  of  wit,  humor,  Bancroft,  v.  323. 
ben.se,  learning,  spirit,  patriotism,  and 
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their  constituents  to  yield.  For  iSbiB  purpose  he  proposed  to  chap. 
give  them  a  recess  ^  but  the  House  woukl  ask  for  no  recess, 
and  two  days  after  the  governor  acyourned  the  court  to  the  1765. 
last  week  in  October.^  8«p.  J7. 

Already  had  Joha  Adams,  tiuraagh  the  mediom  of  the  press, 
expressed  the  oonviotions  of  his  honest  heart  There  seems 
to  be,"  said  he^ "  a  direct  and  formal  design  on  foot  in  Great 
Brittun  to  enslave  all  America.  Be  it  remembered,  liberty 
miiBt  at  all  hazards  be  defended.  IJnlers  ate  no  more  than 
attorneys,  agents,  and  trustees  for  the  people  ;  and  if  the  trust 
IB  insidiously  betrayed,  or  wantonly  trifled  away,  the  people 
have  a  right  to  revoke  the  anthority  that  they  themaelveB  have 
depnted,  and  to  ooostitate  abler  and  better  agents.  We  have 
an  indisputable  right  to  demand  onr  privileges  against  all  the 
power  and  authority  on  earth,"  •  Braintreo,  his  native  town, 
passed,  at  his  instance,  a  scries  of  rof'olves,  instructing  their  Sep.  24. 
representatives^  in  relation  to  the  stiunpr^.  The.-^e  resolves  were 
published ;  and  such  was  their  spirit  that  they  rang  through 
the  whole  province,  and  forty  towns,  at  least,  adopted  them  in 
anbstanoe  as  inslmetions  to  thev  representatives.'  Boston  had 
previously  expressed  its  abhorrence  of  the  act  as  ''contrary  to  sep.  12 
the  British  constitution,"  and  "  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the 
pi  ovincc  and  tlie  nVhU  of  mankind."*  The  voice  of  a  kinsman 
of  Adams  spoke  in  these  words  i  and  ^i^amuel  Adams,  who  felt 

'  Jour.  II.  of  R.  for  176.5,  pp.  117-  pmhablv  maintiin  stich  rif^ht.  and  snp- 

I'J.'i,  129 J  Mass.  Gazette  hxtm  for  port  their  owu  authority?    la  it  m 

Se  pt.  'H'),  1765;  IIutchiniM>n,  iii.  129,  the  willy  or  in  the  power,  or  liDr  th» 

130,  ftfid  App.  C. ;  Bradford^  L  68.  intere^^t  of  this  province,  to  opj>o«?e 

"  The  light  of  the  Parliameat  of  Great  such  authority  ?   If  such  oppoiution 

Britain  to  make  laws  for  the  Amerioan  abouM  be  made,  may  it  not  bring  on 

colonies,"  said  tlio  fiovi-rnor.  "  howov-  u  contest,  wliich  may  prove  tlie  most 

er  it  hna  \ieen  controverted  in  Amer-  detrimental  and  ruinuiui  event  which 

ka,  remains  indisputable  at  Westmin-  could  happen  to  this  people  ?  " 

ster.    If  it  h  yet  to  be  made  a  que»-  '  Bancroft,  v.  325. 

tion,  who  xhall  determine  it  but  the  '  John  Adams's  Work'i,  ii.  152, 

Pkrlbment  ?   If  the  Parliament  de-  153.  The  instructionii  of  other  towns 

dares  that  the  right  is  inherent  in  are  given  in  ]Ml^iM.Gaaelte  forOet  l** 

them,  are  they  likely  to  ir  i  i  ^rc  in  and  24,  1765. 

on  open  and  forcible  opposition  to  the  *  ihm.  Gazette  for  Sept.  19, 1765 } 

excnneoritF  Will  they  not  more  Bndlbid,  L  66,  67 ;  BiiiGcoft,  v.  329. 
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CUAP.  an  ambition  of  doin^  f»omethinir  oxtraordin;iry"  acted  as  the 

^^1^  scribe  of  the  people,  and  tnive  utterance  to  their  tlioutjiits. 
iTa.*;.  Hence,  when  the  court  met,  after  its  acyoummeut,  the  answo 

Oct'  2s!  to  the  message  of  his  excellency  was  ready ;  and,  five  daja 
^'  after,  a  Beries  of  resolves,  fourteen  in  mtmber,  was  passed, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  kept  in  the  records  of  this  Hoose^ 
that  tt  just  sense  of  liberty,  and  the  firm  scntmients  loyalty, 
may  be  transmitted  to  posterity." ' 

0»t7-  Earlier  in  the  month  a  congress  of  delegates  from  the  (lul«.'r- 
ent  provinces  had  assembled  in  New  York,  at  which  resolutiooa 
were  passed,  based  upon  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  an 
address  to  the  king,  a  memorial  to  the  Honae  of  Lords,  and  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  were  dranghted  and  signed 
by  the  "  commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  were 
iiistructed  for  that  purpose."  *  Tlie  proceedings  of  this  body 
were  cautious  and  respectful,  yet  decisive  and  tirm.  The  tone 
of  its  papers  was  certainly  mild,  displaying  no  spirit  of  rash- 
ness or  innovation ;  and  there  was  little  in  either  of  them  to 
which  exception  conld  be  taken.  The  memorialists,  indeed, 
elauned  an  exemption  from  all  taxes  except  sndi  as  wen 
imposed  by  tlie  legislatures  of  the  respective  colonies  ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  they  frankly  ufliruied  that  they  esteemed  their 


*  Ma»i.  Gazette  for  Oct  31  and 
Nov.  14.  170-);  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for 
17tio,  161-1.)^;  Hutchinson,  UL  App. 
B.  t  BfBdfonrs  St  ite  Papers.  Samuel 
AJ:»m"»  v'T^  r  l.-ctcd  at  this  time  to  rep- 
resent Boston  in  the  place  of  Oxen- 
bridge  Thicher,  deoeaited ;  and  h  was 
hy  him,  pro'iilily,  fJi  it  the  ;uMrcss  of 
the  House  to  the  governor  was  penned. 

•  The  provinces  representea  in  this 
congress  were,  M  x«sachusetts  Rhode 
Islind.  Cnnnertifnt,  Prnn^ylvania, 
Marylitid,  J)el:iwiirt»,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  and  South  Chrolina.  New 
HnTTiTishirp,  l]riiiL'!i  imroprn-ontcd, 
agreed  to  oliidc  by  the  result;  and 
Geo^  tent  for  a  copy  of  tlKirpro- 
oeedings.  Vtigima  and  North  C«n>> 


lina  were  not  represented.  PitVin, 
130,  136;  Mulford's  New  Jerser, 
368 ;  Story's  Comm.  L  175 ;  Bancroft, 
V.  S34b  Oago,  spe  iking  qf  this  eon* 
gress,  says,  "  Tho<«  who  compo<!e  it 
are  of  various  characters  and  opuiioas ; 
but  in  general  the  spirit  of  democracy 
is  strong  amonfj  them,  s^iipportin^:  the 
independence  of  the  provinces  as  not 
subject  to  the  lenontiTe  power  of 
Great  Britain.  The  qiu  stion  is  not 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  stamp  nrt, 
hut  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  aiiJ 
contrar}'  to  their  right«i."  Gage  to 
C oinvay,  Oct  12,  in  Bancroft,  v.  342. 
The  names  of  the  members  are  giveo 
in  Diuikp'a  N.     L  418,  note. 
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connection  witii  and  dependence  on  Groat  Britain  as  one  of  CHAP, 
their  ^eatest  blessings,  and  apprehended  the  latter  would 
appear  to  be  sufficiently  secure  when  it  was  considered  that  vm* 
the  inhabitants  in  the  oolonies  had  the  most  onboimded  affeo> 
turn  for  his  tn^jestT's  penon,  ^milj,  and  govenunent^  as  veU 
as  for  the  mofber  countiy,  and  that  their  sobordination  to 
Parliament  was  nmyerealty  acknowledged."  ^ 

The  ministry,  in  the  mean  time,  had  been  infunned  of  the 
**  riotvS  "  in  Ma,^sachusctt.s  and  elsewhere  ;  and,  rehirtant  to  co- 
erce, they  shrank  from  enforcing  at  the  point  of  the  sword 
the  law  which  a  part  of  them  in  their  hearts  disapproved. 
Hence,  just  one  daj  before  the  a^jonmment  of  the  congress  at 
New  York,  and  one  week  before  the  stamp  act  was  to  go  mto  Oot 
effect,  orders  were  sent  to  the  American  goyemors,  and  to 
General  0  a  go,  recommending  "  the  utmost  prudence  and  len- 
ity," and  advising  a  resort  to  "persnasive  methods."* 

The  first  of  November  dawned  upon  the  province ;  and  itNvr.l. 
ibond  the  people  ready  and  determined  to  nullify  the  stamp 
act  In  Boston,  the  bells  of  the  churches  tolled  its  knell; 
minute  guns  were  fired ;  the  yessds  in  the  harbor  displayed 
their  colors  at  half-mast ;  and  children  in  the  streets,  catching 
from  their  oldcre  the  wonl  a.s  it  pas-<  <!  i  (umd,  swelled  tite  chorus, 
and  shouted  wildly,  "  Liberty,  property,  and  no  stampsl  It 

'  Trumbull  MSS.  ii.  64 ;  Lett  of  raaaon  for  dissenting  firom  the  action 

Gov.  Fitdi,  oFOoniiectieat,dbited  Nov.  of  lh«  tyMigraw,  cee  jMam.  Chiette  Ibr 

13,  1765;  M  l****.  Oizpttc  for  March  May  1,  1766. 

20,  1766 ;  Hutchinson,  iii.  App.  479-  *  Conway  to  Gov.  Fitch,  Oct.  24, 

48«  ?  Bradford,  i.  55-60  ;  Lord  Ma-  in  TrumlwU  KS8.  ii.  65 ;  Conway  to 

honV  KisL  Eng.  v.  126;  Bancroft,  v.  Bernard  and  Gage*  and  to  the  other 

334-^545.    Two  of  ihv  deU  fjites  —  American  f»ovcmorH,  in  Debates  in 

Timothy  R'ljjgles,  of  MasMchusctta,  Pari  iv.  302-306 ;  Mass.  Gaztite  for 

and  Joseph  Ogden,  of  New  Jerxey  ~  Feb.  6,  1760.   The  same  day  that 

refused  to  si^'n  tlic  address  and  me-  these  letter*  were  (Litt  d.  m.,  October 

mori'ds  i  and  the  former  was  censured  24,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the 

fay  his  eomtitiientii  on  his  return,  and  part  of  both  brandies  of  the  'Htuaaf 

the  latter  yn»  han^^ed  In  effigy  by  the  chusetts  legulatm^  to  consider  Homo 

people.    The  report  of  the  proceed-  proper  method  to  prevent  difficulties 

lugs  of  the  congress  was  approved  by  after  the  1st  of  November.  Jounial 

the  Maiwachusetts  House  of  Kepre-  H,of  It  for  1765,  ii.  14  5. 

sentitives  on  the  2d  of  N()veml)er.  *  M  i^s.  Giz.  of  Oct  31  give  as  ita 

Jour.  H.  of  K.  164.    Fur  Kuggle»*s  motto  a  couplet  firom  Po^'s  Homer: 
vol..  il.  20 
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•  CHAP.  iMd  been  suggested  that  Mr.  Hnske,  a  native  of  New  Hamp> 

shire,  who  had  removetl  to  London  uud  obtained  a,  tt-dt  in  the 
HoQse  of  Commons,  had  urged  upon  Grenvillc  the  pasFagc  of 
this  act;  and  his  effigy,  with  that  of  the  late  chief  minister, 
was  hang  apoa  Idbettf  Tree  early  m  the  morniBg.  In  the 
eremiig  both  images  were  cat  down,  oairied  to  the  town  booBBi 
and  thenoe  to  the  gallows,  where  thqr  were  sospended  a  seoood 
time,  and  then  torn  in  pieoes  and  flung  into  13»  ahr.^  The 
Nov.  6.  fifth  of  the  month,  the  anniversary  of  the  powder  plot,  which 
had  been  a  seiLsoa  of  rioting  with  many  in  former  years,  was 
this  year  peaceably  observed.  A  feud,  which  had  long  existed 
between  the  residents  of  the  north  and  of  the  sooth  part  of 
Boston,  was  amicably  settled ;  both  parties  nnited  In  the  cos- 
ternary  pegeants,  and  the  ntmost  harmony  and  good  feeling 
prevailed.* 

By  the  operation  of  the  stamp  aet,  tlie  courts  of  the  province 
were  closed,  bu:sii4e88  wa8  bunpended,  and  an  unusual  stillness 
reigned  throughout  the  couutry.  The  proviaioos  of  tlic  act 
were  exceedingly  stringent ;  and,  as  the  people  had  refused  to 
nse  the  stamps  which  had  been  sent  over,  nothing  remained  hot 

SM.M.  to  abide  the  conseqnenoes.'  In  this  crisis  a  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  in  Boston ;  bat  on  the  preceding  day,  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  Oliver  was  compelled  to  resijsrn  hia 

Dm.  17.  office  as  distributor  of  stamps,  and,  in  the  preseuce  of  a  multi* 


»  jov»>  flxH  it  certain.  th«t  what,  v,  r  harbof,  With  Rtaraped  pftpen  Ibr 

BBCnusetts .  Hrmi]i';nire,  and  Knode 
On  the  1st  of  November  the  paper  Iskuid,  and  aaiuns  what  Bhould  be 
WIS  not  iitaed ;  but  on  tihe  Ttn  a  done  with  them  ?  hut  the  Home  de- 

ghcet  was  Is-^-jp  I,  in  irkrd  No.  0.  The  clJncd  achn^^infi  him  ujxin  the  subject 

regular  publication  wa»  resumed  May  The  Htamps  were  then  depowted  at  the 

2^  1760.   See  the  volumes  of  the  Castle,  and,  to  prevent  their  being  ht^ 

Getette,  in  Lib.  "Slx^a.  Ukt,  Soc.,  and  dbly  seized  bf  tiie  popuboe,  an  addi- 

OOmp.  l>raJc(''n  Boston,  708,  note.  tional  militvry  company  was  stationed 

*  Mass.  Gazt  tte  for  Oct.  31,  1765  j  at  the  Cantie  by  the  governor.  The 
Brake's  Boston,  708.  Home  pioteelea  agamst  this  step,  and 

•  Mass.  G  izctto  for  Nov.  7.  several  niessages  pofwed  between  them 

Jour. 

124-126,  ie»> 

hmw   185;  BndM,]  " 


'  Mass,  ij  izctto  tor  iNov.  /.  several  messages  pofwea  oetwec 

'  September  25,  the  governor  sent  andtheOovemorand  CouodL. 

•  neiiage  to  the  House,  uiibnning  H.  of  R*  for  1765,  pp.  124-124 

themthatSTCMellwlanmdhilfae  185 1  BndM. L  f A. 
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tndc  of  two  tliousand  persons,  au  oath  was  administered  to  him,  CHAP. 
uuder  Liberty  Tree,  to  the  effect  that  "  he  had  never  taken  any 
measures  to  act  in  that  office,  and  that  he  never  would  do  so,  im. 
directly  or  iudireotly." ' 

Satisfied  with  (fate  ooooenion,  the  town  mmtuDig  ooDToned } 
and  a  vote  was  imaniinously  passed  anfhormag  a  oommittee  to 
Bigu  and  present  to  his  excellency  the  goyernor  and  the  hon- 
orable Coancil  a  memorial  reqaesting  that  the  courb  might  be 
opened.*  At  the  same  time,  the  principal  mcrcimnts  of  Boston 
and  other  towns,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred,  agreed  to 
import  no  more  goods  from  England  unless  the  stamp  act 
should  be  repealed,  and  ootmtermanded  tiie  orders  already  soiit 
abroad.' 

Thus  closed  the  year  1765.  Would  the  new  year  bring 
f  irtli  a  repeal  of  the  act?  "This  year,"  wrote  John  Adams,  jJJJ^j^ 
"  brings  ruin  or  salvation  to  the  British  colonies.  Tlie  eyes 
of  all  America  are  fixed  on  the  British  Parliament.  In  shorty 
Britain  and  America  are  staring  at  each  oilier ;  and  they  wiU 
probably  stare  more  and  more  for  some  time.**^  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  General  Gonrt,  the  House,  in  (lieir  answer  to  the  i& 
me?sac:e  of  the  governor,  demanded  redress  for  cxistinpf  griev- 
ances. "The  cnf?ti:)m  houses,"  said  they,  "are  now  (i|K'n,  and 
the  j)€oplc  are  permitted  to  transact  their  usual  business.  The 
cnurh  of  justice  aUo  muit  be  €pen,'^€pen  immeiiaiefyt — and 
the  law,  the  great  rale  of  rights  doly  esecnted  in  every  eonnljy 
in  the  province.  This  stopping  of  the  course  of  justice  is  a 
grievance  whidi  this  House  most  inquire  into.  Justice  must 


'  >Ttjw.  Gazette  for  Dec  19, 17n.j ; 
Hutchinson,  iiL  139,  140;  John  Ad- 
ams's Diary,  in  Works,  u.  156 ;  Ban- 
eroA,  v.  375.  The  dampness  of  the 
weathfT  on  this  diy  did  DOt  damp  the 
ardor  of  the  people. 

'  The  merobere  of  this  oommittee 
iwre  S  imucl  Adims/Hiom  i-^  f^i^hing, 
John  Hancock,  Beiytuuiii  JLeol,  Sam- 


uel  Sewall,  John  Rowe,  Joshii  i  TTon- 
shaw,  and  Arnold  Welles ;  and  they 
were  empowered  to  employ  as  counHcl 
Jcrcniiiih  Gridley,  Jame«  Otis,  and 
John  Adams.  J)i \ry  of  John  Adami^ 
in  Works,  iL  157  et  scq.  • 

*  ybm.  Onzette  for  Dee.  0^  12,«iid 
19, 17fi:> ;  T^M(l!V„  :l.  i.  77. 

*  Diary,  in  Works,  ii.  170. 
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CHAP.  Ix?  fully  admiiiistricd  without  dolay."  *  This  message  ^as 
followed  by  a  resolve  of  the  House,  sent  to  the  Council,  decltu^ 
im.  uig  that  **  the  shuttiiig  np  of  the  courts  of  justioe  has  a  manifeBl 
tendency  to  disBolye  the  bonds  of  civil  sodefy ;  is  m^tifiable 
on  the  prindples  of  law  and  reason ;  dangerous  to  his  majest/s 
crown  and  dignity ;  and  a  very  great  grievance  to  the  subject 
that  reqiii!  immediate  redre^«i."  The  Council  saw  fit  to  lay 
this  addresa  on  the  laMe ;  but,  after  some  further  procceuiugs, 
verbal  doclarafeions  were  made  that  the  courts  would  be  opened 
at  the  next  tenn,  and  business  be  transacted  as  nsoal.* 

Already  tiie  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  aet  hsd 
b^n  to  be  sgitated  in  England.  Grenville^  indeed,  towards 
the  close  of  his  life,  declared  with  emphasis  that,  "  had  he  con- 
tinued in  oflfice,  he  wouUi  iiavc  f(^rfeitod  a  thousand  lives  if  the 
act  had  been  found  impracticable.'^  But  Grcnville  was  out 
of  power ;  and  the  new  ministry,  fortunately  for  all  parties, 
was  neither  imbued  with  his  pr^udices  nor  cursed  with  his 
stubbornness.  Besides,  the  peopie  of  England,  after  aU,  were 
firiendly  to  liberty  ;  their  attachment  to  freedom  was  stronger 
tliaii  tlicir  love  of  arbitrary  power  ;  and  their  consciences  and 
affections  appealed  to  them  loudly  to  aide  with  those  who  were 
struggling  to  resist  tiie  eucroachments  of  absolutism.*  ITcncc, 

1765.  early  in  October,  finding  themselves  in  an  unpleasant  dileums, 

Oct*  3to 

the  ministers  had  agreed  that  the  American  question  was  too 
weighty  for  their  decision,  though  no  hope  was  given  that  the 


»  M&m.  Gazette  for  Jan.  23,  1700  ; 
Hutchinson,  iii.  143;  Bradford,  i.  77. 
On  the  16lh  of  Janxmr)*,  the  people  of 
Plymouth*  at  a  town  meeting,  passed 
ft  vnle  of  dumkf  to  didr  biethven  of 
Boston  for  their  zealous  defence  of  t})e 
rip:ht!<  nf  the  pmnnce.  Maas.  Gazette 
for  Jan.  30,  17G0. 

,  *  Jour.  H.  of  R  fiw  1766 1  Hnteh- 
tniion,  iii.  14^145. 

'  Gavesidiflh  Debatea,  L  651;  Baor 
craftf  V.  863l 

*  Th  it  multitudes  in  Knj^UncI  were 
aarneit  for  the  repeal  of  the  atamp  act 


is  evident  from  the  j)eULlous  prc«ienled 
for  that  purpo.se.  Polic)-,  without 
(ioul)t,  hacl  mudi  to  do  in  t-xciling  this 
feeling,  for  the  commercial  interaOA 
of  the  eountry  were  miflhrin^^.  But 

romblnrd  >vitli  tills  wus  anothi-r  ftx''- 
ing,  the  love  of  libertv.  which  the 
Americans  were  struggling  to  seams 
and  enjoy.  Both  interest  and  aflee- 
tion,  therefore,  promptJ^i  the  nation 
to  urse  the  repeal  ot  an  act  which  w.u 
inimical  to  their  own  welfiure  aa  to 
the  welfare  of  AmcrioB.  Gompk  Ban- 
croft, V.  366. 
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act  would  be  repealed,  as  its  cancclment  nnoonditioiiaUj  would  chap. 
be  a  "  surrender  of  sovereignty.''  * 

Early  in  the  new  year,  Parliament,  af%er  tiie  usual  holiday  im 
leoesB,  reasBembled,  and  was  informed  by  the  king  that "  mat-  ^ 
ters  of  importance  had  happened  in  America^  and  orders  bcon 
issued  for  the  support  of  lawful  authority."'  The  Lords,  in 
reply,  expressed  their  readiness  to  "assert  and  support  the 
king's  dignity,  and  the  legislative  authority  of  the  kingdom 
over  its  colonies ;  but  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  was 
fnllt  a  debate  sprang  up,  the  most  striking  and  memorable  in 
the  annals  of  England.'  In  the  course  of  this  debate  William 
Pitt  unexpectedly  entered,  having  just  arrived  in  town.  It  was 
above  a  year  since  lie  had  been  seen  within  those  walls ;  and, 
as  he  walked  slowly  in,  yet  lame  from  gout,  the  eyes  of  ail 
were  fastened  upon  him.  The  Americans  in  the  gallery,  drawn 
thither  by  the  importance  of  the  pending  debate^  viewed  him 
80  their  *'  guardian  angel  or  saviour,"^  and  eagerly  awaited  his 
words. 

Mr.  Nugent  (Lord  Clare)  was  the  first  to  address  thi'  House  ; 
and  he  insisted  that  the  honor  and  diernity  of  the  kinerdom 
obliged  tlic  Parliament  to  compel  tlie  execution  of  the  stamp  act, 
except  the  right  was  acknowledged  and  the  repeal  was  solicited 
w  a  &vor.  He  then  expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingratitude  of 
the  colonies,  and  concluded  by  charging  the  ministry  with  en^ 
oonraging  petitions  to  Parliament,  and  instructions  to  members  « 
from  tradin;:  and  nianufacturiug  towns  against  the  act*  Ed- 
mund Uuike  luliowed,  and  delivered  his  maiden  speech  on 
American  afiairs.^   Then  Pitt  rose ;  and,  as  ^e  House  was 

*  Locd  Mahon'B  Uist  England,  t.  Lord  Mahoa'a  HiaL  Englaud,  v.  129. 
138;  Bancroft,  v.  367.  *  John  AdBiii«*ki  Diaiy,  in  W<»lta, 

•  On  the  24th  of  December  there  ii. ;  Henry  Seymour,  of  Connecticut, 
was  a  warm  debate  in  P.irlLimcnt  "  a«  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Fitch,  dated  Feb. 
U»  what  ahotdd  be  dune  with  Uio  re-  26,  1766,  in  Trumbull  MSS.  iL  77 
beUicras  Americans,"  in  which  Gren-      '  DebateH  in  Pari.  iv.  28a. 

▼ille  took  part,    Ma^s.  Ga/t  tte  for       •  Lord  Mahon's  Hist  Eng.  v.  1 30. 

Feb.  13,  1766.   The  speech  of  the  Bancroft,  t.  400,  aay*  the  nuiidca 

king  k  in  ibid,  for  March  27. 1766.  tpeech  of  Binke  was  made  at  n  kter 

'  DcfailM  m  PttL  iv.  266-287;  &ta. 
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COAT,  greatly  agitated,  Iub  opeoiDg  words  were  scaroelj  andiUe. 

But,  warming  as  he  proceeded^  his  voice  increased  in  Tolnine 
i;wi.  aud  power,  aud  ho  poured  forth  one  of  those  briliiuni  liaraiiguei 
which  distinjniislied  him  as  the  iiio^i  puwerfiil  orator  of  his  day. 

"  1  stand  up  in  this  place"  —  such  were  his  words  —  ** single 
and  unoomiected.  As  to  the  late  ministry," — and  here  he 
turned  to  GrenTiIIe^  who  sat  witbm  one  of  him, — "every  cap* 
ital  measore  they  have  taken  has  been  entirely  wrong.  As  lo 
the  present  gentlemen,  to  those,  at  least,  whom  I  have  in  my 
eye,"  —  and  here  he  looked  at  the  bench  where  Conway  ?at 
with  the  lords  of  tlie  treasinry, — "I  have  no  ohjertiou.  Their 
characters  are  fair  ;  but, notwithstanding,  I  love  to  be  explicit: 
I  cannot  give  them  my  confidence.  Pardon  me,  gentlemen ; 
confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth  in  an  aged  bosom ;  yonth 
is  the  season  of  credulity. 

''It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  attended  in  Parliament 
When  the  resolution  was  taken  in  the  Hou?e  to  tax  America^ 
I  was  ill  in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured  to  have  been  ca^ 
lied  in  my  bed,  so  great  was  the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the 
consequences,  I  wonld  have  solicited  some  kind  hand  to  have 
laid  me  down  on  this  floor,  to  have  borne  my  testimony  against 
it.  It  is  now  an  act  that  has  passed.  I  would  speak  with 
decency  of  every  act  of  this  House  ;  but  I  mnst  beg  the  indul- 
genee  of  the  Ilou.^e  to  speak  of  it  with  fi-eodom. 

"  I  hope  a  day  may  be  soon  apj>ointed  to  consider  the  state 
of  the  nation  with  respect  to  America.  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
come  to  this  debate  with  all  the  temper  and  impartiality  that 
his  mijesty  recommends  and  the  importance  of  the  subject 
requires — a  subject  of  greater  Importance  than  ever  engaged 
the  attention  of  this  Ilouse,  that  subject  only  excepted,  when, 
near  a  eentury  ago,  it  was  the  question  whether  yourselves 
were  to  V)e  bond  or  fi  ee.  In  tlie  mean  time,  as  I  cannot  de- 
pend upon  health  for  any  future  day,  such  is  the  nature  of  my 
infirmities,  I  will  beg  to  say  a  few  words  at  present — leaving 
the  justice,  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  act  to 
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anofher  tine*  Some  genflemeii,"  allading  to  Hr.  Nugent^  coat, 
"  fleem  to  hsve  considered  it  as  a  point  of  honor.  If  gentle- 
men  consider  it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all  measures  of  right  nm, 
and  wrong,  to  follow  a  delusion  that  may  lead  to  destruction. 
It  is  mj  opinion  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  the  col<»ufl8 — to  be  soTereign  and  supreme  in  every  di^ 
enmstanoe  of  government  and  l^slation  whatsoever.  Thef 
are  the  aabjects  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entifled  wifh  yonr- 
selvee  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  and  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  Enfrlishmon,  equally  bound  by  its  laws  and  equally 
participating  of  the  constitution  of  this  free  country.  The 
Americans  are  the  sons,  not  the  bastards  of  England.  Taxa- 
tion is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legislative  power.  The 
taxes  are  a  volontary  gift  and  grant  of  the  Oommons  alone. 

**  There  Is  an  idea  in  some  that  the  oolonies*are  virtually 
represented  in  this  House.  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an 
American  is  repivseuted  here.  Is  he  represented  by  any  knight 
of  the  shire  in  any  county  in  this  kingdom  ?  Would  to  God 
that  respectablo  representation  was  augmented  to  a  greater 
nomber.  Or  will  yon  tell  him  that  he  is  represented  by  any 
represeatotive  of  a  borough — a  borough  which,  perhs^  no 
man  ever  saw  ?  This  is  what  is  called  the  rotten  part  of  the 
coTistitution.  It  cannot  continue  a  century.  If  it  does  not 
drojK  it  must  he  amputated.  The  idea  of  a  \nrtual  representa- 
tion of  America  in  this  House  is  the  most  contemptible  idea 
that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man.  It  does  not  deserve 
ft  serious  refotetion."  ^ 

On  the  close  of  this  speech  tbere  was  a  long  pane.  Then 
denera]  Conway  arose,  and  expressed  his  eoncnrrence  in  the 
views  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Grenville  was  the  next  speaker;  and  he 
brou^rht  to  the  task  all  liis  energies.  In  the  outset  he  censured 
tlie  ministry  severely  for  not  giving  earlier  notice  of  the  dia- 
turbanoes  in  America ;  **  for"  said  he,  *^  they  began  in  Joly.  and 

>  Pari.  I  list  Eng.  iv.  288-291 1  Locd  Mahoa'i  Uiat.  Eqg.  130-132; 
Baocroit,  V. 
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CHAP,  now  we  are  in  the  middle  of  Jannaiy.  lately  thej  were  onlj 
^^^1^  oocnnenoeB ;  thej  are  now  grown  to  diBtorbanoes,  to  tomnlls, 
iTM.  and  riots.   I  donbt  they  border  on  opea  rebeUion ;  and,  if  the 

doctrme  I  have  heard  this  day  be  confirmed,  I  fear  they  will 
lose  tliat  name,  to  take  that  of  revolution.  The  government 
over  them  being  dissolved,  a  revolution  will  take  place  in 
America." 

I  cannoti'^  he  oontinoed, "  nnderstand  the  difierenoe  between 
external  and  mtemal  taxes.  They  are  the  same  in  effect^  and 
only  differ  in  name.   That  this  kingdom  has  the  sovereign,  the 

mipreme  legislative  power  over  Atnerica,  is  granted  ;  it  cannot 
be  denied ;  aud  taxation  is  a  part  of  that  sovcrciprn  power. 
It  is  one  branch  of  the  legislation.  It  is,  it  has  beeu,  exercised 
over  tliose  who  arc  not,  who  were  never  represented.  It  ii 
exercised  over  the  India  Company,  the  merchants  of  London, 
the  proprietors  of  the  stocks,  and  over  many  great  maanfactnr 
ing  towns.  It  was  exercised  over  the  palatinate  of  Chester 
and  the  bishopric  of  Durham  before  tliey  sent  any  representa- 
tives to  Parliament.  I  appeal  for  proof  to  the  preambles  of 
the  acts  which  gave  them  representatives. 

"  When  I  proposed  to  tax  America,  I  asked  the  House  if 
any  gentleman  would  object  to  the  ri^t  I  repeatedly  asked 
it ;  and  no  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.  Protection  and 
obedience  are  reciprocal.  Great  Britain  protects  America; 
America  is  bound  to  yield  obedience.  If  not,  tell  me  when 
these  Americans  were  emancipated.  When  they  want  the 
protection  of  this  kingdom,  they  are  always  very  ready  to  a^k 
it.  That  protection  has  always  been  afiforded  them  in  the  most 
full  and  ample  manner.  The  nation  has  run  itself  into  an 
immense  debt  to  give  them  theur  protection ;  and  now  they  are 
called  upon  to  contribote  a  small  share  towards  tibe  public 
expense,  an  expense  arising  from  thetnselveB,  they  renounce 
your  authority,  insult  your  officers,  aud  break  out,  I  might 
almost  say,  into  open  rebellion."  ^ 

>  Debates  in  Pari  iv.  292,  293. 
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No  sooner  had  GrenviUe  closed  than  Pitt  rose  to  reply,  and,  chap. 
by  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  was  permitted  to  proceed.  .^J^^ 
**  The  gentlemau  tells  ua  "  —  such  were  his  words  —  "  America  17M. 
is  obstinate;  America  is  almost  iu  opeu  icbcnio  i.  I  rejoice 
that  America  has  resisted.  Three  millions  of  people,  so  dead 
to  all  the  feeliDgs  of  liberty  as  Yolnntanlj  to  sabmit  to  be 
sbiveB,  woald  have  been  fit  uostnmieiits  to  make  alayes  of  the 
rest.  With  the  enemy  at  thdr  back,  with  onr  bayonets  at  thdr 
breasts,  in  the  day  of  their  distress,  perhaps  the  Americans 
would  have  submitted  to  tlie  imj)osition  ;  but  it  would  have 
been  taking  an  ungenerous,  an  unjust  advantage.  I  am  uo 
oonrder  of  America ;  I  stand  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintaiii 
that  the  Parliament  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  restrain  America. 
Our  Iciglslatlve  power  over  the  colonies  is  sovereign  and  su- 
preme. When  it  ceases  to  be  soyereign  and  supreme,  T  would 
advise  every  gentleman  to  sell  his  lands,  if  be  can,  and  embark 
for  that  country.  Wheu  two  countries  are  connected  togt'ther, 
like  £ngland  and  her  colonies,  irithont  being  incorporated,  the 
one  must  necessarily  govern ;  the  greater  must  rule  the  less ; 
bat  80  rule  it  as  not  to  contradict  the  fundamental  principles 
that  are  common  to  both. 

"The  gentleman  asks,  When  were  the  colonies  emancipated? 
But  I  desire  to  know  when  they  were  made  slaves.  He  must 
not  wonder  he  was  not  contradicted  when,  as  the  miuister,  be 
asBerted  the  nght  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  colonies.  I  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modesty  in  this  House  which  does 
not  choose  to  contradict  a  minister.  Even  your  diair,  mr, 
looks  too  often  towards  St.  James's.  I  wish  gentlemen  would 
get  tlie  better  of  this  modesty.  If  they  do  not,  perliaps  the 
collective  body  may  begin  to  abate  of  its  respect  for  the  rep- 
resentative. 

"  A  great  deal  has  been  said  without  doors  of  the  power  of 
^  America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautiously  meddled 
with.  In  a  good  cause,  on  a  sound  bottom,  the  force  of  this 
country  can  crush  America  to  atoms.  I  know  the  valor  of 
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CHAP,  your  troopB ;  I  know  the  skill  of  your  offoera.  Tliere  is  not 
a  oompuij  of  foot  that  lias  served  in  America)  out  of  wbidi 
iTsa  yoQinaynotpidcaiiiaiiofsiifficieDtlarawIedgeaiidesperiie^ 
to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there.  Bnt  on  this  ground, 
on  the  stamp  art,  when  so  maii\  here  will  think  it  a  crying 
ii^usticC)  I  am  one  who  will  lii't  up  my  hands  against  it.  In 
such  n  raiiRe,  yonr  succefiB  would  be  hazardou.  America,  if 
sbe  fell,  woold  Ml  like  a  stroDf  man.  She  would  embrace  the 
pOIais  of  the  state,  and  pall  down  the  constitatian  aloqg  with 
bflr.  Let  prudence  and  tamper  come  first  from  Hub  side; 

<Be  to  her  ftnhs  A  littto  bfind  t 
Be  to  her  wtnes  very  kind}* 

and  I  wiU  undertake  for  America  that  she  will  ibUow  the 

example. 

"  Upou  the  wliole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  House  what 
is  really  my  upiuiou.  It  is,  that  tlic  stamp  act  be  repealed  — 
absolutely,  totally,  and  immediately ;  that  the  reason  for  the 
repeal  be  asBigned  —  because  it  was  founded  on  an  erroneous 
principle.  At  the  same  time,  let  the  sovereign  authority  of 
this  country  over  the  colonies  be  asserted  in  as  strong  terms 
as  can  be  devised,  and  Ix?  nuuie  to  extend  to  every  [nuiA  of 
le^ri.slutiou  whatsoever  —  that  we  may  bind  their  trade,  ecu- 
fine  tlieir  manufactures,  and  exercise  every  power  whatsoever, 
except  that  of  taking  their  money  oat  of  their  pockets  without 
their  oonaenL''  ^ 
Thus  he  dosed ;  and  his  words  of  fire  fixed  at  once  the 

Jan.  14.  minds  of  the  wavering.  The  same  day,  large  extracts  from 
the  recent  correspoudeuce  with  America  were  laid  on  the 

i«a.l7.  table  ;  ^  and,  three  day?  later,  jH  titiuos  for  the  repeal  from  the 
merchants  of  London  trading  to  North  America,  and  similar 
petitions  from  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  Man- 

'  DebetM  in  FuL  iv.  294-lH)8 1      '  Tlui  conmpoDdenoe  is  giren  ii 
HiM.  Gaaette  nor  May  8k  1760.         M.  M«feei,  iv.  801  et  ee^ 
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Chester,  and  other  towns,  were  presented.'  Towards  the  last  chap. 
of  the  month  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  ^^^^ 
whole  to  consider  these  petitions ;  and  the  sittings  of  tho  com-  1766. 
mittee  were  continued  into  the  next  month.  Before  this  oomr  F«b.  & 
mittee'  Dr.  Franklin  was  Bonunonedj  and  his  esaminatigii 
ezciied  the  surprise  of  his  auditors.  No  prenons  events 
indeed,  had  given  him  sach  celebrity.  The  promptness  and 
pertinency  of  his  replies,  the  breadili  and  soundness  of  his 
political  views,  and  the  boldneps  and  candor  with  which  he 
expressed  them,  were  regarded  with  ridmiration  whea  the  results 
of  the  examination  were  published.'  "  The  American  people," 
said  he,  '*wtll  never  submit  to  this  act^  unless  compelled  hj 
force  of  arms.  Before  tius  act  passed  the  temper  of  that  people 
towards  Great  Britain  was  the  best  in  the  world.  They  sob- 
niitted  willingly  to  the  p:ovemment  of  the  crown,  and  paid,  in 
their  courts,  obedience  to  tlie  acts  of  Parliament.  Natives  of 
Britain  were  always  treated  with  particular  regard.  To  be  an 
(Hd  England  man  was  of  itself  a  character  of  respect,  and 
gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us.  The  authority  of  Parliament 
was  allowed  to  be  valid  in  all  laws,  except  such  as  should  lay 
interiuil  taxes.  Tliiy  considered  the  Parliament  as  the  great 
bulwark  and  security  of  their  liberties  and  privileges,  and 
always  spoke  of  it  with  the  utmost  respect  and  reneration. 
Arbitrary  miniaters,  they  thought,  might  possibly,  at  times, 
attempt  to  oppress  them ;  but  they  relied  on  it  that  the  Parlisr 
ment,  on  application,  would  always  give  redress.  But  that 
respect  is  now  greatly  lessened ;  and  a  concurrence  of  causes 
has  contributed  to  produce  this  result,  among  which  the  stamp 
act  is  most  prominent.  Tliis  act,  even  if  modified,  will  never 
be  submitted  to ;  and  any  other  act,  based  upon  the  same  prin* 
cipiea,  will  be  received  in  the  same  way.  The  manufactures 

*  Ob  the  18th  Deoembert  1760,  the  *  The  date  is  Pebrwiy  8  m  Spuka, 

merchanU  of  London  waited  upon  the  Fchra^n  13  in  R;incroft. 

tniniwtn'  to  solicit  a  TPpea\  of  the  stamp  '  Spaxks's  Fianklin,  iv.  161. 
act.    Mass.  Qaz.  for  Feb.  13,  1766. 
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CHAP,  of  England  are  not  absolutely  neoeasarj ;  for  there  is  not  a 
single  artide  imported  into  the  northern  colonies  but  whit 
1766.  ihey  csji  eidier  do  without  or  make  themselves.  With  industiy 

and  good  management,  they  may  very  well  supply  themselires 
with  all  thtv  want.  lu  manufactures  they  havo  made  a.  ^u^ 
prisinc^  progress  already.  And  I  am  of  opiiiiou  that,  Ix-fore 
their  old  clothes  are  worn  out,  they  will  hare  new  ones  of  their 
own  making.  In  three  yeara  wool  enough  can  be  raised  to 
supply  their  wants.  Should  a  military  force  be  sent  to  Ame^ 
tea  to  enforce  this  act,  it  will  be  of  no  avail.  They  will  find 
no  one  in  arms ;  what  are  they  then  to  do  ?  They  cannot  force 
a  man  to  lake  stamp?  who  chooses  to  do  without  them.  Th^y 
will  not  Jind  a  rebellion;  they  may  indeed  make  one.  If  the 
act  is  not  repealed,  I  foresee  a  total  loss  of  the  respect  and 
a£fection  the  people  of  America  bear  to  this  oonntry,  and  of  all 
the  commerce  that  depends  on  that  respect  and  siToction.  Peo- 
ple will  pay  as  freely  to  gratify  one  passion  as  another — their 
resentment  as  their  pride.  They  will  pay  no  internal  tax; 
hut  requisitions  may  be  granted  on  application  in  the  usual 
form.  They  will  never  repeal  the  resolutions  v>-]\'n']\  l)a\  e  \,tfm 
passed  in  theii*  assemblies,  and  acknowledge  the  right  of  Pa^ 
liament  to  lay  internal  taxes.  No  power,  how  great  soever, 
can  force  them  to  change  their  opinions.  And  whereas  it  was 
once  the  pride  of  the  people  of  America  to  indulge  in  the 
fashions  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  now  their 
pride  to  wear  their  old  clothes  over  agaiu,  until  they  can  make 
new  ones. "  ^ 

For  some  time  the  question  of  repeal  remained  in  suspense. 
The  friends  of  GrenviUe  joined  with  him  in  denouncing  the 
measure,  and  insisted  that  the  stamp  act  should  be  rigidly  en- 
forced ;  and  once,  in  both  Houses,  they  succeeded  in  obtaining 

a  majority  on  their  side,*    But  the  friends  of  America  contui- 

•  Sj»^rks's  Franklin,  iv.  162-198;    or  Documents  64-81,  &a 
Debaie^i  m  ParL  iv.  323-^45;  Pri-      •  Bancroft,  v.  413,417. 
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ned  inflexible,  and,  watching  eTeiy  opportunity  to  accomplish  chap. 
their  purpose,  when  GreoviUe,  to  test  the  temper  of  the  Com- 
mooa,  mtroduoed  a  resolution  tenduiff  to  enforce  the  execution  itw. 
of  all  acts, — meaning  specially  the  etamp  act, — Pitt  sprang 

to  bi-i  feet,  and  called  on  the  House  not  to  order  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  stamp  act  before  they  had  decided  the  qu(\stiun  of 
repeal.  Grenville  replied,  and  denounced  bitter  curses  on  the 
ministem  who  nhould  sacrifice  the  sovereignty  of  England  orer 
her  colonies ;  but  when  the  question  was  taken  on  hia  motion 
to  enforce  the  act^  it  was  rejected  in  a  full  House  by  more 
than  two  to  one.'  This  triumph  pared  the  way  for  further 
measure,'^ ;  and,  two  weeks  later,  the  crisis  came.  Every  scat  Feb.  21. 
in  the  Hou?e  was.  occupied.  BetweiMi  four  and  five  hundred 
members  were  present.  Pitt  was  there,  notwithstanding  liis 
il1nea<^.  Merchants  from  all  parts  thronged  the  gallery,  the 
lobby,  and  the  stairs.  Many  Americans  were  likewise  in  at^ 
tendance.  Conway  led  the  debate ;  and,  in  the  name  of  the 
government,  moved  ibr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
st  iMij)  act.  If  the  act  was  not  repealed,  ho  predicted  both 
France  and  Rpain  would  dcjclare  war,  and  protect  the  malcon- 
tents. Jcnkiuson,  on  the  other  side,  moved  a  nioditication  of 
the  act,  and  insisted  that  its  repeal  would  be  the  overthrow 
of  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  in  America.  Burke  rq>lied 
in  his  happiest  manner ;  and  a  visible  impresdon  was  made 
by  his  speech.  At  length,  about  eleven,  Pitt  rose;  and  his 
speech  was  at  once  both  fervid  and  winninir.  Avoidin?r  ex- 
prcs^ioua  which  iniglit  give  ofifence,  and  can<lidly  ark  no  w  led  o"- 
ing  the  perplexity  of  his  own  mind  in  choosing  between  two 
ineligible  alternatives,  he  yet  pleaded  for  the  repeal  of  the  act 
aa  due  to  the  people  of  America,  and  as  a  measure  of  leniency 
which  would  tend  to  conciliate.  The  reply  of  Grenville  was 
in  his  customary  strain.  *'  America  must  learn,"  said  he,  in 
conclusion,  "that  prayers  are  not  to  be  brought  to  Ciesar 
through  riot  and  sedition."^ 

'  Bancroft,  y.  423»  42i.  ■  Bimcrolt,  r.  ' 
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CHAP.     At  half  post  one  on  the  ensuing  morning  the  divi«noQ  took 

^J^^  plnro,  and  Conway's  motion  was  triiimpliantly  carried.  The 

1766.  votes  a'rainft  it  were  cue  huudred  aud  sixty-seven :  those  in 
Feb.22. 

its  favor  were  two  hundred  and  seventy-five.^  As  Pitt  stepped 
forth  from  the  Home  that  mghi,  the  imns  of  the  crowd 
greeted  his  appearance.  Every  head  waa  ancorered;  and 
many,  in  token  of  their  respect  and  gratitude,  followed  his 
chah*  home.*  Bat  Qrenvillo  was  sainted  with  scorn  and  hisses. 
Swelling  with  rage  and  mortification,  he  seized  the  man  ucar- 
c»t  to  him  roughly  by  the  collar.  "  If  I  may  not  hiss,"  said 
he,  "  at  least  I  may  laugh ; "  and  he  laughed  aloud  in  Gren- 
TilJe's  fiboe.  The  jest  caught^  and  the  multitude  ^planded.' 
The  last  divisioD  on  the  repeal  of  the  act  was  stOl  more  deei> 

* 

Uat*4,  sive ;  and  at  midnight,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  the  question, 

in  the  House  of  Commons,  was  dis{)osod  of  by  a  vote  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  favor  of  tlie  repeal,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  in  op|)osition.^  lu  the  House  of  Lords  the  bill 
iur.i7.  was  dcltated ;  but  even  there  it  was  carried  by  a  m^johtp  of 
thirly-four.^ 

iCu.ia    On  the  eighteenth  of  Mardi  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act 
was  sanctioned  by  the  king.  The  Mends  of  America  wot 

'  For  the         of  the  memben  m  tfidr  power,  and  die  AiBeikuiiiriiD 

voting  a^twt  the  repeil,  attt  Debetes  are  here  have  contributed  every  diinf 

in  Pari.  IV.  346-350.  they  could  to  the  samp  purpose.  The 

•  Rancroft,  v.  GrenTillian  party  did  all  tliey  ot>iiid  to 

^  Lrird  Orfurd's  MemH.  ii.  299;  defeat  the detiginf  but  in  spite  of  their 

Lord  Miihon'B  Hint.  Eng.  V.  11 1,  note,  efforts,  a  rommittee  of  th  'i^hole 

H.  Lymao,  of  Connecticut,  in  a  letter  Iiou.<«e  of  Commooa  came  into  the  to- 

to  Oovemor  Fitch,  dated  February  tal  repeal  of  die  act,  by  275  anbrt 

S6,  gives  an  account  of  the  re[)oal  of  167  ;  ;ind  after  rfportinj;  to  the  House, 

the  act.   "  This  act,"  says  he,    had  the  di.«(pute  was  revived  by  a  thinner 

taken  so  strong  hold  of  the  people's  House,  and  was  carried,  240  against 

minds  by  the  artifice  of  the  late  ad-  133.    Everj-  inch  of  ground  di^ 

ministration  and  their  tools,  that  but  puted."  Triimhull  M8S.  in  I,ih.  Nftt-w. 

very  few  here  thought  it  in  the  power  HisU  Soc.  iL  78.    See  also  K.  Jack- 

of  thia  wise  admhustration  to  procure  aoo,  in  ibid.  H.  78^  under  date  FMk 

n  repeal.     Yet,  sen<;ihle  of  the  jus-  27 ;  and  Oommy  to  FitGh»  UuA  I, 

tioe  of  the  cause,  they  undertook  it,  in  ifaM.  n.  70. 
though  they  knew  it  Would  ooet  them      *  Banooft,  t.  445. 
their  posts  if  it  foiled.  The  merchants      •  Dehates  in  ParL  iv.  367 ;  Lord 

of  T.(»n(lon,  and  moch  inirs  throu<»hout  Mahotj's  HisU  £ng.     142 j  Bancnil^ 

the  kxiigdom,  gave  oil  the  asttistaoce  v.  463. 
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transported  with  joy  ;  Bow  Belk  merrily  clanged  the  peal  of  chap. 
ti'iuiiiph  ;  the  ships  on  the  Thames  displayed  all  their  colore ;  ^ 
bonfires  blazed  as  night  set  in  ;  and  Iioubcs  were  illiimmated  all  176A. 
OTer  the  city.   It  is  an  honor  to  the  English  nation  that  thd 
people  at  lai^ge  entered  so  fully  iato  the  spirit  of  the  oocasioxL 
Gienville  wbb  defeated ;  hot  Uberly  had  trimniihed,* 

*  For  particukrB  rehtire  to  these  a  preliminary  meeting  was  held  in 

proceeding!!,  nee  Mam.  Oaiette  for  Boston  upon  the  repeal ;  but  the 

A]inl  3  and  25,  17G6  ;  and  comp.  news  of  the  parage  of  the  bill  had 

Bancroft,  V.  4M.  On  the  3dof  April  not  then  arriTcd. 
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THE  REVENUE  ACT.    TKOOPS  IN  BOSTON. 

The  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  awakened  in  America  the  li\re- 
liest  joy.*  Tho  (declaratory  act  with  winch  it  was  accomptt* 
irr.n  nied,  which  asserted  the  ftutbority  of  Parliament  to  "bmd  the 
H»7 10.  ^YouieB  and  people  of  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  was 
less  acceptable.*  Intelligent  patriots  saw  in  this  act  enough 
to  exdte  serions  alarm  ;  and  the  display  of  lenity  on  the  part 
of  the  ministry  was  \iewed  iis  a  politic  ^stroke  —  a  sort  of  >pc^ 
cific  to  close  over  tlic  wound  which  wa^  far  from  being  healed. 
The  statesmen  of  England,  at  least  the  advocates  of  arbitrary 
measures,  oould  brook  no  acknowledgment  that  they  had  (alien 
into  an  error.  A  minority,  indeed,  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons, 
and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  chose  to  temporize  rather  than 
resort  to  open  violence.  Yet,  sincere  in  their  conviction  that 
the  powpr  of  Parliament  was  indisputable  and  abiulul*'.  tlio 
only  questiouH  Fcriously  discussed  were  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising that  power,  and  how  far  it  should  bo  pushed.  To  assert 
without  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  Parliament^  it  was  ac- 
knowledged, would  be  a  dereliction  of  the  honor  and  dignitf 
of  government.  Hence  the  declaratory  act  was  intended  to 
be  significant  True,  in  one  sense  it  was  a  "salvo  to  the 
wounded  pride  of  EngUuid,"  —  that  "  bridge  of  gold  "  which, 

'  "It  hu«;hrd  into  silence  almost    act  Ttcre  published  in  the  Mass.  Oa- 
every  })Opular  clamor,  and  comj)oscd    suitle  for  May  22,  17GG.    See  aL«o 


mve  of  popul  ir  disonler  mto  a  Cooway  to  the  Governor  of  Connect^ 
emnoth  and  |;r  \rcful  calm."  J.  Ad-  cut,  Mirch  31,  1700,  in  MS.  Letten 
aiDs'R  ])ijr),  in  Works,  ii.  203.  and  Papers,  1761-1776. 

*  The  repoal  and  the  ddclamtorf 

(«D) 
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•ccordiniD^  to  the  French  savincr,  ?houl<i  iilwajs  be  allowe<i  to  a  viiap. 
TPiren^m^^  assailant,*  —  but.  at  tlio  f^me  time,  it  waa  designed 
to  preserve  the  form  of  authority  ;  and  it  was  well  understood  ITW. 
that»  if  it  had  not  been  for  this^  the  Btamp  act  would  never 
baTe  been  repealed.* 

Bot  if  the  dedaratoij  act  was  unacceptable  to  America,  it 
did  not  prevent  the  colonies  from  acknowledging  the  relief 
afforded  by  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  Hence,  at  the  session 
of  the  General  Court,  an  address  to  the  king  was  prepared  jun.  19. 
by  a  committee,  of  which  Gushing  waa  chairman ; '  n  voto 
of  thanks  to  William  Pitt  waa  nnaahnonaly  passed,  "  for  hia 
noble  and  generons  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  common  rights  of 
mankind  and  the  liberties  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies ; "  * 
and  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  province  were  ten- 
dered to  other  distinguished  i^ontlemen.*  For  the  rojoicini^s 
of  the  people  a  day  had  been  previously  appointed  and  ob- 
served. Liberty  Treo  was  the  contre  of  attraction  ;  and  thither  vuj  la. 
tiie  mnltitude  was  called  at  an  early  hour  by  the  ringing  of 
bells  and  the  booming  of  cannon.  Vast  crowds  paraded  the 
streetfi  ^  pendants  waved  in  every  direction  ;  and  the  steeples 
of  churches  were  hung  with  banners.  In  the  cvcnin<i^  the  whole 
town  :\iis  lirilliaiitly  ilhiminated  :  iniasro?  of  the  klau;,  of  Pitt, 
of  Camden,  and  of  Harre  were  exhibited  in  the  houses;  and 
Liberty  Tree  was  loaded  with  lanterns.' 

'  BeMuuD*8  Oeor<;(  in.  i.  147;  >  To  the  Dukes  of  Newcastle,  of 

Gmkmio,  IL  413 ;  Lord  M  ihonV  1 1  isu  Oraflon,  and  of  Richmond,  hord  8tan- 

Enfj.  V.  144.    Comp.  Hutchinson,  iiL  hope,  the  lord  high  chancellor,  Uei»- 

147,  and  Bradford,  l  81.  eral  Conway,  tht»  Marquis  of  Hock- 

'  Til"  intn hints  of  London  en-  in{j;h;jm,  l>oi-d  EdgcomI), the  Earls  of 

treated  their  brethren  in  America  to  IMrtmouth,  Powlett,  Sbeibumc,  Cam- 

tnke  no  offence  ftt  this  ftct,  but  eoold  den,  and  X^ont,  the  Hons.  George 

p'vc  no  .^«i^u^lnce  th:\t  it  would  not  Onslow,  Art  her  Onslow,  George  H  ow- 

b«- oii?>rc(  fl.  Sec  UntcbtnatHj,  iiL  147 j  ard,  Chnrles   Townshend,  William 

BaiicrolL,  V.  456.  Dowdeswell,  and  L<«aac   Barr^,  Sir 

•  For  tbe  address,  see  Bredlbrd't  Willi im  Meredith* Sir WiUiam Baker, 
State  P:iper=.  91.  Sir  George  Sa\nlle,  and  George  Tooke, 

*  For  tluH  vote,  and  the  reply  of  Esq.    Bradford,  L  tJ4 }  State  Papers, 
Pftt,  see  Mass.  Qaaette  for  Apm  18,  02.  For  the  answers  of  these  gentlo- 
1767;  ruul  coriip.  Biadfoldf  L  84,and  lun],  -re  ]!i  rlfunl,  i  39.5-308. 
State  Papers,  92.  *>  On  the  21st  of  Aprii,  in  anticip»- 

YOL.  11.  21 
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CHAP.    The  amnial  eleetion  took  place  before  llie  news  of  tlie  repeal 

J^^l^  of  the  stamp  act  arrived ;  but,  in  expectation  of  that  event,  the 
1766.  pcuple  of  Boston,  vigilant  to  preserve  tlie  liberties  of  the  prov- 
^^*y  ^  ^^^^^  selected     their  representatives  five  of  the  ablest  patriots 
Hajr  28.  of  the  town.^  In  the  Honae^  the  list  of  councillots  was  reneed ; 
and  the  nameB  of  five — Hntdiinaoii,  the  Oliyersy  Trowbridge^ 
and  Lynde — were  dropped.*  This  step,  and  the  coarse  of  tiie 
HoQse  in  choosing  for  their  speaker  James  OtiB,  displeased  the 
governor  ;  and,  as  he  had  given  notice  of  his  iuteution  to  play 
out  his  part  as  chief  magistrate  while  he  had  the  power,  he 
negatived  the  choice  of  Otis,  and  rejected  six  of  the  new  board 
of  comieUIon.^  Ab  the  explanatotj  eharter  sustained  him  in 
this  course^  tiie  House  aoqniesoed  in  the  rejection  of  their 
speaker,  and  chose  in  his  place  Thomas  Gashing.   The  r^ee- 

* 

tion  of  the  councillors  was  also  submitted  to ;  but  the  governor, 
finding  no  new  clioiee  wiis  made,  jsoiisjht  to  constrain  tlie  el^ 
M«y  20.  tion  of  those  who  had  been  dropped,  and,  in  his  message,  not 
onlj  predicted  the  royal  displeasure  if  they  persisted  in  their 
coarse,  bat  aocosed  them  of  having  determined  their  votes  from 
private  interests  and  resentments,  and  popokr  disoonteDt'* 
It  were  to  be  wished,"  he  added, "  that  a  veil  coold  be  drawn 
over  the  late  disgraceful  scenes.    But  that  cannot  be  done 
until  a  bett<?r  tem|)er  and  understiinding  shall  prevail.  The 
recent  election  of  councillors  is  an  attack  on  governmcat  in 
form,  depriviag  it  of  its  beet  and  most  able  servants,  whose 


(ioa  of  the  fepetl,  the  inlaliitanti  of 

Boston,  at  a  town  meeting  dt;ly  waui- 
ed,  tniitructed  the  §electmca  to  fix  a 
time  for  the  general  rejoicings ;  and 
on  the  I6tb  of  May  they  appointed 
Monday,  the  19th.  Circular,  in  T.ih. 
Mam.  Hilt  Soc.  For  an  account  of 
the  ceremonies,  see  J.  Adams's  Diary, 
in  Works,  ii,  1!'"  "No  rejoicings," 
says  llutchiuM>n,  iii.  147,  ^  since  the 
revolutioii,  hid  been  equal  to  thoee 
on  tliis  occasion." 

'  James  Otis,  Thomxis  Cui<tung, 
Samuel  Adams,  John  Howe^  and 


Joho  HuooeL     Ihake'o  Boiloii, 

719. 

'  But  four  of  these  were  dropped 
by  the  Hooae }  one  lengned  or  hii 

own  accord.  The  persons  chosen  ia 
their  stead  wore  S.  Dexter,  J.  Howtr*. 
j.  Otis,  J.  Gerrif-h,  and  T.  SuunderK. 
J.  Adams's  Dixry,  in  WoricB,  ii*  IW  t 
Bradford,  i.  87,  HS. 

'  Otis,  Sparhawk,  Dexter,  S»var 
den,  Oenuh,  and  Bowen  iftn  the 

norsons  rcjectetl.  J.  Adams'.s  Diarv, 
in  Works,  iL  190,201;  KutchixMoa. 
iii.  H8w 
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only  Clinic  is  tlioir  fidolity  to  the  crown,  and  is  an  ill-judged  CHAP, 
and  ill-timed  oppugnation  of  the  king's  authority.* 

The  House,  in  their  reply,  repelled  the  charge  of  acting  1766. 
from  private  intereBte  and  l^BentmentSf  and  dedaired  that  it 
had**  ever  been  their  i^de  to  caltivate  harmony  and  union,'' 
and  that  thej  had  given  their  soffragee  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  consciences  and  the  best  light  of  their  under- 
standings."' If,  by  80  doing,  they  bad  dropped  some  of  the  old 
board,  tliey  Imd  "  released  the  judges  from  the  cares  and  per- 
plexities of  politics,  and  given  tliem  opportunity  to  make  still 
further  advances  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law;''  and  this, 
surely,  ''was  not  to  deprive  the  government  of  its  best  and 
ablest  servants,  nor  conM  it  be  called  the  oppugnation  of  any 
tliiim".  but  of  a  dangorous  imion  of  legislative  and  executive 
I>('\vri  in  the  same  person^."'  Thus  the  controversy  continr 
ucd  j  but  the  House  was  tirm,  and  b^ged  to  be  "  excused  from 
any  unnecessary  search  for  palliatives  or  expedients."  The 
yacancies  in  the  board,  therefore^  remained  nnfiUed ;  and  from 
this  time  forward  the  Council,  which  had  long  been  the  conser- 
vative branch,  jomed  with  the  House  in  promoting  every  meas- 
ure material  to  the  cause  in  which  they  had  onga^red  ;  and 
James  Bowdoin,  who  succeeded  Hutchinson  as  head  of  the 
board,  obtained  greater  influence  than  his  predecessor  had  en- 
joyed, and  devoted  himself  warmly  to  the  cause  of  freedom.^ 

While  this  discussion  was  in  progress,  changes  were  taking 
place  in  the  ministry  in  England.  The  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
the  chief  minister,  however  well  intentioned,  was  lacking  in  the 
qualities  of  a  prreat  statesnian.  The  excellence  of  his  measures, 
tltereiore,  could  not  avert  from  his  admiuistration  the  evils  aria* 

»  Mnss.  Gazette  Extra  for  May  29,  '  Samuel  Adam-*  to  De  Bmlt,  1766} 

17^;    llutchiiiiioii,   iii.    14S-loO;  lliitdiinsnn,  iii.  l.j()-luG;  Brudford't 

Bradford,  I  87-89,  and  Stato  Papens  SIjUo  l*  i|>rrs,  TG-Sl  ;  Haiu  rotl,  vi.  8. 

74;  J.  Adams't  IKary,  in  WdAm,  iL  *  lUnchinwn/ul.  loO.  The  Houfto, 

20i.  at  this  se«sion,  opened  a  gallerv  for 

*   Thew  had  an  indotdited  right,"  the  public  to  attend  its  debate* }  Bnd- 

•av!*  Ilutcfihi^on,  to  vote  far  wham  ferd,  1 90|  Bineroft,  vL  lH, 
they  thought  fiu" 
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CHAP,  ing  from  his  {)ers<)nal  deficiencies.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  ihn  vr 
up  the  seals  as  secretary  of  state  j  and,  after  several  peers  had 
VIM»  refused  them  in  succession,  they  were  conferred  upon  the  aelf- 
MMf  as.  oonfident  J>iike  of  Bichinond.^  At  the  dose  of  the  aeeaion.  the 
JwM  6w  Bymptoms  of  ^aeolation  had  alarmmgly  increased ;  and,  id  the 
Jnljr.  ensuuig  month,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  Pitt  to  reton 
to  the  ciibinet.    Tlii^  invitation  \va,s  accepted  ;  lu.tl.  :it  u,  later 
Jaiy30,  date,  a  new  mini^^try  was  orf^ani/e<l,  the  cliief  po.-in  l»eing  filled 
by  the  friends  of  Pitt  and  the  members  of  the  late  adminhitlft> 
tion.   The  Duke  of  Grafton  became  the  head  of  the  treasnij; 
Charles  Townshead  was  appointed  chanoelior  of  the  ozcheqner  \ 
General  Conway  was  continued  secretary  of  state^  with  the  Eirl 
of  Shelbome  as  his  colleague ;  *  Sir  Charles  Saunders  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  ;  Lord  Camden  beeaiije 
chanreUor,  and  Lord  Northiiiglon  jjreiideiit  of  the  council ; 
and,  in  tlie  lower  raiiLs,  places  were  bestowed  on  Lord  North, 
and  Mr.  James  Grenvillei  brother  of  Lord  Temple,  and  oa 
Colonel  Barr£,  the  ardent  defender  of  the  liberties  of  Amer 
ica.*  **  If  ever  a  cabinet^"  wrote  one  who  made  poUtics  bis 
study,  "can  hope  fbr  the  rare  privilege  of  unanimity,  it  is  this, 
in  which  Pitt  will  see  none  but  jtersons  whose  inuiLn'iiation  li6 
has  subjugated,  whose  premature  advancement  is  due  to  his 
choice,  whose  expectations  of  permanent  fortune  rest  on  him 
alone."  « 

Behold  how  shortsighted  are  the  wisest  in  tiieir  specolatioBS 
npon  the  political  conduct  of  men  1  The  seeds  of  dissolotioo 

were  sown  in  the  new  ministrv  at  the  outset  of  its  career, 
and  Pitt  was  the  Instrument  in  scattering  them  abroad.  The 

*  MS.  Letter  of  the  Duke  of  Rich-  '  Shelbume  to  the  Governor  of 
mond  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  Connecticut,  Ati«».  9,  HfrG,  in  Tnim- 
May  2a,  in  Trumbull  MSS.  iL  bull  iM8S.  ii.  llu ;  I'itt  to  SheUrame, 
87.  July  23,  1766,  in  ( luth  im  Corre^p. 

*  ConM-ny  wa'^  pccrctnn-  for  the  iii.  14;  HisL  of  the  War,  36,  3T; 
Dorthera  department,  and  bhelbunie  Mem.  Giwette  for  Sent  25,  1700; 
far  tlM  fOiithttiL  Lord  Mahon'a  Hkt.  BeUnm't  George  TIL  l 

T.  109)  G(ahaiiiikiL420;  Bni>  *  Durand  to  Choiseul,  July  30» 
a  6, 21.  1766»  in  Baocroftp  vi.  22, 
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''great  commoner  "  had  been  respected  by  the  people  because  chap. 
by  his  merits  he  had  nused  himself  from  their  ranks  to  a  post^J^ 
of  the  highest  honor  and  influence.    He  now  signified  his  itm. 
desire  to  be  raised  to  the  peerage ;  and  the  king,  in  oomplianfie 

with  hif  wishes,  created  him  Earl  of  Chatham.*  The  col- 
leagues ui'  Pitt,  astonished  and  di.-^hearteiuil,  blamed  him  for 
this  step ;  and,  while  some  lamented  it  as  au  error,  others  de- 
noonced  it  as  a  crime.  Certain  it  is  that  it  weakened  his 
inflnence  at  conrt ;  and  the  eclipse  of  his  career  dates  from  this 
period.  A  twilight  of  popularity  lingered  aronnd  him ;  bat  it 
fiided  away  every  moment.  That  he  had  earned  the  peerage, 
few,  perhaps,  will  dispute.  If  distinguished  merit  can  ever  be 
con^idored  ad  entitling  one  to  that  honor  ;  but  he  harmed  him- 
self by  accepting  it,  for  there  was  a  manifest  impoli<7  in  bis 
qaitting  the  Uoose,  which  needed  liis  presence,  and  npon  whose 
floor  his  lanrels  had  been  won.  It  was  esteemed  a  desertion 
of  the  popular  cause ;  and  many,  who  had  idolized,  conld  never 
forgive  him.  Ho  wag  no  longer  the  exponent  of  the  enthusi- 
asm of  the  nation,  and  had  cut  liiinsclf  |i)0<e  from  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  masses.  None  rallio<l  around  him  as  cordially  as 
before  ;  and  be  was  left  like  the  stombbeaten  oak,  scarred  by 
conflicts  waged  with  the  elementB,  shorn  of  its  primitive  vigor 
and  glory.*  All  his  labors  in  every  department  of  reform 
were  nnsnooessibl.  His  position  debarred  him  from  diminish- 
iii^r  the  ascendency  of  the  aristocracy  in  Encrland  ;  the  envy  of 
hi,s  as.-ociat('s  led  tlieui  to  thwart  his  favorite  plans  ;  and  nei- 
ther the  liberties  of  America,  of  which  he  had  been  the  goar- 

*  There  had  been  nimors  for  'some  Orford's  Mernn.  Geoi^  UI.  ii.  338 ; 
timA  of  Fiu's  aspiring  to  a  high-  Chatham  Corresp.  iiL  21}  Loud.  Gar 
er  tiink.     See  Afaiw.  Garette  Tor  Mtteftir  July  30,1766 ;  Man.  Oaaetto 

1765,1700.      A  prwt  aimmatu  r,  it  for  Sept.  25,  1766;  T.onl  Mahon'a 

is  siiid,  intends  spcKUIv  to           for  ni>t.  Kn^.  v.  l'i4-l<!'J  ;  Ri-Ish;im*s 

l(*.»ve  to  assume  ihe  iiiiiue  iiaii  anu&  Geurge  III.  i.  lo'J,  KiO,  liU  ;  lluii- 

of  a  btely  decea.H'd  baronet,  who  left  croft,  vL  18-25.    The  Masa.  Gaaette 

him  a  large  fortune."  Extract  from  a  f'lr  Sept.  2o  and  Oct.  2  contain*;  c\- 

letter  of  March  26,  1765,  in  Mius.  txucts  from  London  letters,  refletiing 

Gaaette  for  May  16,  1765.  aeverely  oa  Pitt  for  accepting  the 

*  Onthedemtioiiof  KUiaeeLQid  peenge. 
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CHAP,  dian,  HOT  the  liberties  of  India,  which  he  was  aiudoiis  to  tmat, 
oould  be  effectually  promoted,  because  there  were  enough  to 
1766.  throw  obstadee  in  his  path  and  to  baffle  him  in  the  execotioa 

of  his  most  pi  oiiiL^iug  schemos.  The  iafinuities  of  asre,  too, 
were  creepiug  upou  hiui ;  hib  hereditary  disease  had  made  sad 
havoc  with  the  remnants  of  his  strength ;  and  he  stood  as  oue 
tottertog  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  grasping  the  shadow  of 
power  for  support^  while  the  substance  was  rapidly  Tanishuig 
before  hinu^ 

The  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had  been  consented  to  by  the 
king  as  a  mca.«uro  of  expediency  mid  nirrcautile  com .  nieuco ; 
but  lie  ever  lameuLed  it  as  a  "ialal  compliance  '  which  haJ 
"  planted  thorns  "  under  his  pillow,  and  preferred  the  hazard 
of  losing  the  colonies  to  relinquisbiog  the  claim  of  absolote 
authority.'  His  natural  temperament  inclined  him  to  insist 
upon  the  maintenance  of  his  prerogative  ;  and  if,  to  some,  be 
reali/xjd  the  idea  of  a  "  patriot  kiag,"^  there  were  others  to 
whom  his  coui"se  was  the  einbodiment  of  selfishness.  In  the 
colonies,  in  particular,  while  a  tender  regard  for  his  person 
was  expressed,  the  violence  of  the  measures  which  had  beca 
sanctioned  by  his  seal  was  severely  reproved;  and,  as  tbe 
May  as.  means  of  security  against  further  aggressions,  Boston  proposed 
a  closer  union  of  the  different  governments.^  The  necessity 
of  such  union  had  long  been  foreseen  j  and  if  the  advances 

*  "  I  wish,''  wruU!  Chesterfield  to   letter  of  Sir  Andrew  Mitchdl,  in  ibid. 
Stanhope,  **  I  oould  send  yon  all  the  42,  note. 

£;iniphk't-s  and  h;ilJ-«.hec Is  t'h;it  swarm       *  A  Short  History,  ^'i.c,  IS,  19; 

ere  u^xm  this  occasion ;  but  that  is  Considerations  on  the  i're<«iit  State 

imnotmble,  far  every  week  would  of  the  Nation,  50 ;  Lloyd's  Conduct 

irnke  I  ship's  cargo.  It  is  certain  that  of  the  late  Admin. 
Mr.  Pitt  has,  by  his  dignity  of  earl,       •  Bernard  to  the  General  Court, 

lost  the  greatest  part  of  his  popular-  and  the  Reply  of  tlic  House ;  alau, 

ity.  especially  in  the  city ;  and  1  be-  BddiBm*a  Georye  m.  L  3. 
lieve  tiif  opjMoition  will  he  vory  strnn;,',       *  Instructions  to  Kepresr ntatius, 

and  perhaps  prevail,  next  session,  in  in  Mass.  Gazette  for  >lay  29,  17C6; 

the  Uouae  of  Commons  —  there  be-  HutehmMm  to  Jackson,  June  II, 

mg  now  nobody  there  who  can  have  1766,  in  MS.  Corresp. ;  >Liyhew  to 

the  authority  and  a.scendant  over  them  Otis.  June  8,  1 766,  in  Iliadford'a  Life 

that  Pitt  hail."  Chatham  Corresp.  iil  of  Mayhcw,  428,  429. 
21,  note.  See  abo  an  extiMt  from  a 
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towards  it  had  hitharto  (ailed,  it  was  not  because  the  seheme  cbap. 
was  impraeticable,  but  because  tiie  time  for  effecting  it  had  not  ^.^^ 

arrived.  The  conduct  of  tlie  governor  luii<tened  this  time.  1766. 
For  years  he  liad  insisted  upon  the  more  perfwt  subordiuatiou 
of  the  colonies  to  the  crown  ;  ^  and,  as  the  charters  were  ob- 
stacles in  the  way,  ooneorrently  with  Townaheiid  he  declared 
war  against  them,  and  in  his  letters  to  the  ministiy  complained 
of  the  elective  character  of  the  Conncfl  as  the  "  &tal  ingredient 
in  the  provincial  oonstitation.''  "The  only  anchor  of  hope/' 
he  write?,  "  is  the  sovereign  power,  which  would  secure  obe-  Juiyr. 
dieiice  to  its  decrees,  if  the/  were  properly  intioduced  and 
effectually  supported."  * 

The  effect  of  these  representatidns  was  to  deepen  the  die* 
pleasure  of  the  people  of  Massachnsetts.  The  repeal  of  the 
stamp  act  had  led  them  to  hope  that  their  rights  and  liberties  . 

would  be  once  more  restored  ;  for  "  every  newspaper  and  pam- 
phlet, every  public  and  j)rivate  letter,  wliich  ai'rived  in  Amer- 
ica trom  England,  seemed  to  breathe  a  spirit  of  benevolence, 
tenderness,  and  generosity."  ^  But  the  enemies  of  America 
were  not  silenced ;  and,  still  resolute  to  enforce  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  Goyemor  Bernard  renewed  his  complaints  of 
"iUicit  trade,"  and  endeavored  to  compel  obedience  to  the 
laws.  The  anniversary  of  the  outbreak  against  the  stamj)  act  Aog.ii 
was  celeVtrated  in  Boston  with  great  parade  ;  and  the  reports 
sent  to  England  set  forth  in  glowing  terms  the  '*  treasonable  " 
conduct  of  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty,"  who  had  drunk  to  the  health 
of  Otis,  "  the  American  Hampden,  who  first  proposed  the  con- 

^  See  Mb  letters  and  ipeedbeit.  the  milde8t»  toflest,  moitt  lenient  and 

•  Bernard  to  the  T-nras  of  Tnde,  conriliitin^  moastiros ;  and  even  the 
July  7»  1766 ;  Buicrot't,  vL  16.  resolve  of  the  Uouac  ol'  (jommoiui  mid 

*  John  Adnms'd  D'my,  in  Work:*,  the  reoommei^adoa  of  Ms  majesty, 
ii.  203.  **  The  utmost  delicacy,**  he  concerning  an  mdemniiication  to  the 
adds,  "  was  observed  in  all  the  state  stifTcrcrs.  wn'*  conceived  in  the  mast 
mpers  iu  the  choice  of  expressiuus,  alluring  Luiguagc.  Oblivion  of  even*' 
ttnt  no  unl^id  impre«Noa  might  be  disagreeable  circumstance  which  had 
lefl  upon  the  mmth  of  the  people  in  happened  through  the  warmth  of  the 
America.  The  letters  Irom  the  mm-  people,  iu  the  kte  unhappy  time^  wax 
istry  to  the  govenuur  feoommended  wcommwidfid  in  the  ttrongeat  terms." 
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CHAP,  gress     to  "  the  brave  sons  of  liberty  throughout  America;" 

(o  "  the  Bpfyrk  of  liberty  kindling  in  Spain ; "  and  ""soooesB  to 
1708.  Paoli  and  the  stroggling  Goraicana." ' 

The  requialtioiL  of  the  ministry,  forwarded  in  a  letter  from 

iSwretary  Conway,'  that  compensation  should  be  made  to  the 
sufTerers  by  the  "  riota"  of  the  preceding  year,  was  briefly  con- 
June  3.  sidered  by  the  General  Court  in  the  summer,  and  more  fully 
Nor.  in  the  fall ;  but,  though  moat  of  the  towns  left  the  matter  to 
the  discretion  of  their  representatiTesy'  a  majority  of  the  House 
determined  against  a  compensation  by  tax.  The  discossioii 
on  tliis  point  was  sharp  and  spirited.  Joseph  Hawley,  a  law- 
yer ul  .\unIiauii)ton,  of  unblemished  int^p-ity,  was  the  princi- 
pal speaker  ;  and  he  o[)i»osed  relief  except  ou  condition  of  u 
general  amnesty.  "  Of  those  seeking  compensation,"  said  ha, 
"  the  chief^"  referring  to  Hutchinson,  "  is  a  person  of  nnoonsti- 
tntional  principles,  as  one  day  or  other  he  will  make  appear." 
The  resolves  of  Parliament  were  eited  in  vain.  "  The  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,''  was  the  re}  >ly,  "  has  no  right  to  legis- 
late for  us. "  AL  ilie.-^e  words  Otis  sprang  to  his  feet,  and, 
bow  lug  to  the  speaker,  thanked  liini,  saying,  "He  haa  gone 
further  thaxk  I  myself  have  as  yet  done  in  this  House."  ^  At 
length,  as  an  act  of  generosity  rather  than  of  justice,  a  grant 
was  proposed  to  be  passed  through  the  formalities  of  a  ]aw» 
which  should  concurrently  extend  a  free  pardon  to  those  who 


'  OUtct  to   ,  May  7,  1767  ; 

Mam.  Gazette  for  Aug.  14  and  Aug. 
21, 1766.  Loyal  toostH  were  not  for- 
eotten;  for  the  health  of  the  kino:  and 
his  fiunily  waM  drunk,  and  oiit>  til  the 
■entiments  cxproawd  the  wish  that 
"the  iiiii  n  between  Great  Thltain 
and  the  colonies "  might  **  never  be 
diaaolTed." 

'  The  letter  of  Conway,  dated  lifurch 
31,  wa.s  received  Mriy  3 1 ,  and  laid  l)c- 
fore  the  Hoiuse  Juuf  3.  Mass.  Ga- 
zette Extra  for  June  4,  and  Gazette 
for  Juno  r,  and  12  ;  Prior  Doc'ts  103 
-108;  Bnidtbrd  6tate  Papers,  61-91, 


93-96.  The  message  of  Bernard,  on 
|trrs(.  ntin|Lf  this  letter,  was  conceived 
m  tho  haughtiest  terms;  and  •'it 
swmcd,"  says  Grahamc.  ii.  414.  "as 
il",  in  the  fen'or  of  his  xtsil  lor  i:inti»h 
dignity,  he  sought  to  repudiate  every 
semhlnnce  of  approach  to  courTi  >^y  or 
coadescensioD  towards  tlie  colonists." 

'  The  ni«trnctM»M  of  the  town  of 
Boston  to  its  representativejs  are  given 
in  the  Ma^s.  Gazette  for  Oct.  9,  1766, 

*  llulclunson  to  Williams,  Dec.  7, 
1766,  in  Williams  MSS.  161 ;  Ber- 
nard to  Shelbuine,  Dee.  24*  1766. 
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had  been  engaged  in  the  "  riots."   The  bill  ibr  this  porpose  chap 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the  towns ;  and,  after 
a  short  recess,  when  the  court  again  met,  it  was  passed  to  be  to. 
enacted  by  a  vote  of  fiftjr-three  to  thirty-five ;  the  Gonndl 
concurred ;  and  the  governor,  after  some  heaitation,  gave  hid 
advent.* 

The  laws  of  trade,  which  the  governor  sought  to  enforce, 
had  always  been  oppressive.  It  was  a  narrow  policy  which 
led  to  the  passage  of  these  laws ;  and  the  distinctions  mada 
between  citizens  of  America  and  citizens  of  England  covld  not 
but  give  offence  to  the  colonies.  The  duties  imposed  upon 
articles  inijjorted  into  the  proviuces  were  no  high,  that,  with 
tlie  adiled  ro.strietioiis  on  commercial  enterprise,  no  profits 
accrued.  To  tiiese  laws,  which  had  been  recently  revised  in 
England,^  attention  was  now  turned;  and  committees  were 
appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  consider  the  difficulties  Not.U. 
which  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  tiie  country,  and  to  pro- 
pose measures  for  remedying  these  evils.^ 

Nor  wa.1  this  the  only  step  which  awakened  r«K»ntmcnt. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  two  eoni})anies  of  royal  artillery  Dec 
were  driven  into  the  harbor  of  Boston  by  "  stress  of  weather  j^' 
and,  as  the  Qeneral  Court  was  not  then  in  session,  the  gov* 
emor,  by  advice  of  Council,  directed  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  them  at  the  barracks,  at  the  expense  of  the  province. 
For  this  assumption  of  authority  he  was  called  to  an  account ;  JmuSO. 


•  Ilutchinson,  iiL  150-160;  Brad- 
ford's State  pApers  97-101;  Mass. 
G;i2ette  for  Nov.  20,  1766;  Prior 
P  .o't..  1 13-1  IK,  12a.  134,  13.5  ;  Shcl- 
bume  to  Pitt,  Feb.  1,  1767,  in  Chatr 
bun't  Con»p.  iJL  ISO.  Some  of  the 
tOWIlH  opposed  miikini^  a  compensa- 
ttmj.  J.  Adams's  IHary,  in  Works,  iL 
204.  The  act  was  annulled  by  the 
king;  but  the  annulini  ni  obtained  lit- 
tle nnticp.  nnd  produced  no  ('frtct. 
Prior  Doc'ts  134-142  J  Chatham  Cor- 
mp.  tiL  255 1  Stednum's  Am.  War,  I 
AO;  AdolphtM^ L  260}  Laid  Mdioii't 


Hist.  En^.  V.  181.  According  to 
HuLcliiasoii's  sUitcments  Bernard  was 
partly  jjovemcd  by  policy  in  assentr 
mg  to  this  bill,  as  he  knew  th;it  the 
daiute  relating  to  the  compensatioa 
of  the  MiflSeren  would  go  into  im- 
nuilitte  iffi-f't,  ind  could  not  be  re- 
called even  if  tiw  act  was  subaequently 
rejected. 

'  Debates  in  Pari  w.  854  et  aeq.  f 
llutchinsnn,  iii,  164. 

'  Jour.  H.  of  li.  for  1766;  Maaa. 
OaMtte  far  Nov.  90, 1766)  findfindi 
L93. 
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CHAP,  and,  though  he  pleaded  in  his  justification  the  neoeasity  of  the 
case  and  the  act  of  Parliament,  the  requirements  of  vhich  he 
1797.  had  followed,  the  oourt  protested  against  his  proceedings^  and 

declared  that  with  them  alone,  and  not  with  the  chief  magis- 
trate, resided  the  power  of  raising  and  appropriating  supplies 
for  the  public  service.*  The  presence  of  an  armed  soldiery  in 
their  midst  the  people  were  little  disposed  to  view  with  favor ; 
and  it  was  apprehended  —  and  justly  —  that  distnrbanoeB 
wonid  be  increased  rather  than  diminiefaed.' 

Meanwhile,  in  England,  the  political  elements  were  in  an 
unsettled  state ;  and  the  scramble  for  office  and  the  emolu- 
ments of  office  had  reached  such  a  height  tliat  |)at['iotisiii 
merged  in  selfislmess  and  cupidity.  The  conduct  of  tjie  mini^ 
try  was  fickle  and  inconstant.  Pitt»  who  had  been  driven  into 
retirement  by  nerrons  prostration,  and  who  with  a  trembling 
handf  but  a  sincere  hearty  had  attempted  to  guide  the  course 
of  affiurs,  was  absent  from  his  post ;  and  events  were  left  to 
shap<?  themselves.  The  cabinet  was  divided  ;  Parliament  was 
unruly;  private  dissensions  and  bickeriuLrs  arose;  a  deadly 
jealousy  was  kindled  between  Grafton  and  Shelburnc  ;  Town  3- 
hend  assumed  to  himself  airs  of  importance ;  and  the  trustiest 
men  were  sadly  perplexed.*  The  parties  out  of  office  rallied 

'  B«niardtoShdlMime,Dee.6«nd  edbrae  tn  «eC  af  Bu'liraaeot  Nodb- 

24, 1766;  Prior  Doc'ts,  126-129, 133,  hv^  would  so  soon  throw  the  people 

134  ;  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1766 ;  Brad-  into  a  dame.  Xo  one  measure  I  could 

ford^  i.  97,  98,  and  State  Pa|)er8,  105  tiiink  of  would  so  effectually  drive 

-108;  Hutchinson,  iiL  168-171 ;  Bos-  them  into  resolutions  Mhich,  in  the 

ton  Gazpttc  for  Feb.  9,  16,  and  23,  end,  would  prove  drtrimpiital  to  Crcat 

1767  ;  Mass.  Gazette  for  Feb.  6,  19,  Britain  —  I  mean,  living  as  much  as 

and  26,  and  March  1%  1767.  In  May»  po«able  within  ouneiTes.  and  asing  m 

1767, a  frw  romiits  for  tho  14th  regi-  lew, is  pos>ililo  of  your  mnnnfirtures.** 

ment  arrived  in  Boston,  and  were  qtiar-  '  See  Chat  Corresp.  iiL  13G-139, 

toed  bjr  tin  goTernor  at  the  Outlet  and  notes.  '*  Such  a  state  of  affiant," 

and  the  contrnvcrsy  was  rent  wed.  wrote  Chcterfield,  **  was  never  seen 

Bradford's  St.L>te  l*apers,  10l>- 1 1 2.  before,  in  this  or  in  any  other  countrk*. 

•"Nothing,"  says  ThoniiLs  Ciish-  "VV  li  en  this  ministr\- sliall  be  settled,  it 

ing,  (letter  of  May  !),  ITfjT.  in  M.S.  will  he  the  sixth  in  six  years*  time.** 

Letters  and  Pai)ers,  1761-1776,  in  "  We  h  ive  h;i(l  a  busy  month,"  wrote 

lil).  Mass.  Hint.  Soc.,)  "  would  have  Horace  Walpole,  "  and  many  gruna- 

io  direct  a  tendency  to  bring  us  into  blea  of  a  stateHniake."    '*>efer " 

audi  a  elate  aa  sending  troofa  here  to  motft  Loid  Ghanemont,  Fell.  1% 


Digitized  by  Go 


COUBSB  OP  lOWNBHEm  831 

for  a  new  struggle ;  and  of  those  in  office,  some  broke  loose  ohap. 
from  all  restraint.  Townshend,  iu  jjarticular,  whose  iudiscre-  ,J5!L, 
tion  forbade  esteem,  but  whose  good  humor  dis^sipated  hate,  1767. 
as  if  hurried  away  bj  the  levitj  of  his  tompr  r,  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  several  spccclies;,  botU  admired  for  their 
eloquence  and  censured  for  their  wildnesik  In  one  of  these 
speeches,  styled  his  **  Champagne  Speech,''  because  ddiyered 
on  his  retnm  from  a  convivial  dinner,  he  descanted  upon  the 
times,  the  parties,  and  their  leaders,  and  declared  that  "  the 
government  had  become  wliat  he  himself  had  been  often  called 
—  a  weathercock"  *  In  another  of  his  vain  and  capricious 
moods,  he  threw  oat  a  pledge  that  he  would  find  means  to  Jamas 
raise  a  revenue  from  America  which  should  be  free  from  of- 
fence. I  am  still,''  said  he,  "a  firm  advocate  for  the  stamp 
act —  for  its  principle,  and  for  the  duty.  I  laugh  at  the  dis- 
tinLtiuii  beuseeu  internal  and  external  taxes.  I  kwow  no  such 
distinction.  It  is  perfect  nonsense."  Then,  looking  to  tlie 
galleries,  where  the  agents  of  the  colonies  were  seated,  he  add* 
ed,  I  speak  this  aloud,  that  all  you  in  the  galleries  may  hear 
me."  In  conclusion,  he  struck  his  hand  upon  the  table,  and 
said,  "  England  is  undone,  if  this  taxation  in  America  is  given 
up."  '   Nor  did  Townshend  stand  alone.    Even  Camden,  who 

ITGT,"  was  known  such  disunion,  such  House  of  Commons,  Charles  Towns- 

m  want  of  concert,  as  visibly  appeals  hend  has  given  himself  nir^re  ministe* 

on  both  ^idc*.   How  it  will  end  I  Tea v-  rial  airs  tlwu  Lord  Chatham  wH,  I 

eo  only  knows.   One  thing,  however,  believe,  approve  o£"   Cbesterticld  to 

appears  very  extraordinary,  if  not  in-  his  Son,  Feb.  19,  1767,  in  Chathua 

drtfjit.  Xo  iiK  in'nr  (jf  tlie  opiKxsition  Correal*.       170,  nnti-. 

8]iciik8  without  directly  abuMng  Lord  *  Johnson  to  Htkin,  Feb.  12, 1767; 

Clutharo,  and  no  friend  ever  rises  to  Cavendish  Debates,  i.  213  ;  Chatham 

take  his  part    Qui  non  defendlt  alio  Corresp.  iii.  178,  184, 185 ;  Belsham's 

culpante  U  scare  t  l\  a  de^jn  o  Ie>s '  1  ick  (i. oif-c  IlL  i.  201,  202  ;  Wirt's  Pat- 

tkui  f^bunlcin  qui  rodit  amictuii,"  rick  Henry,  96 }  Lord  \Ldion*8  IlisU 

Cmnp.  further  llie  brilliant  speech  of  Eng.  v.  180 1  Bmdlbrd,  L  9S.  The 

£dmund  Burke  on  Americin  taxa-  Miiss.  Gazttto  for  July  2,  ITHT,  con- 

tiou,  delivered  in  1774,  especially  the  taini$  an  extract  from  a  letter  dated 

ports  referring  to  Chatham  and  Towna-  London,  May  1 1,  in  which  Townshend 

fiend.  is  repre»ent«d  as  holdin|^  entirely  dif- 

'  Lord  Orford's  Mem>*.  (uor;;r  nr.  fcrnit   language,  declmnrr  that  he 

iii.  24  and  26,  note ;  Lord  .Million's  would  cut  off  his  hand  before  he 

Hist  £o{r.  T.  170.  **In  what*  little  would  iota  for  taxing 
hitherto  been  done  in  the 
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CHAP,  bad  onoe  boldly  mnintm'nftii  that  taxation  and  r^MpeBeotatioii 
were  dearly  inseparable,  now  retracted,  and  declared  that  his 
1767.  **  donbt  respecthig  the  right  of  Parlianient  to  tax  America  waa 

'  removed  by  the  declaration  of  rai  liauu'tit  itself,  and  that  its 
authority  must  be  maiiitaiuL'd."' *  Kucouraired  by  thi;*  axowal, 
the  Irieuds  of  Bedford,  of  Grenville,  of  Hockiiighuui,  aud  of 
Newcastle  forgot  for  the  moment  their  personal  feuds,  uaiting 
"  with  others,  who  had  county  or  popular  elections^''  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  ascendency  of  Chatham;  and  so  well  did 
they  succeed  in  rallying  their  forces  <}i&t,  in  a  division  on  the 
question  of  a  reduction  in  the  luini  lax.  proposed  by  Towni- 
hend,  they  were  enabled  to  cast  two  hundred  and  six  voleo 
against  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  for  the  ministr)  This 
defeat,  the  first  of  importance  which  the  government  had  sus- 
tained since  the  days  of  Sir  Bobert  Walpole,  prepared  the  way 
for  the  withdrawal  of  Chatham ;  and,  though  be  continued  at 
the  head  of  the  ministry  for  over  a  year,  from  this  time  forward 
he  remained  in  scchision,  Icavinar  the  factions  to  shape  their 
own  cour.se:;j  and  fight  their  own  battles. 

Yet  the  oonMeuce  of  Massachusetts  in  the  justness  of  her 
cause  strengthened,  instead  of  wavering,  as  the  schemes  of  the 
ministry  were  more  fully  developed ;  and  Otisi  and  Adama,  and 
Hawley,  and  others  scanned  more  closely  and  resisted  more 
iitroniiously  every  measure  which  could  imply  their  consent  to 
the  right  of  taxation  of  the  colonies  by  Parliament. ^  The 
crown  officers,  indeed,  both  here  aud  elsewhere,  labored  to 

'  W.  S.  JohiT^nn  tn  Roger  9>hor-  inhahitant'<  of  "no^tnn.  with  mrm^jew 

man,  Sept  28,  ITtiK,  in  MS.  Letters  of  the  HoiiNe  when  the  court  was  in 

and  Papers,  I760>1776,  foL  84 ;  Wal-  aemton,  were  held  at  least 

pole,  ii.  418;  Rmcroft,  \n.  50.  at  ro^rtilnr  jilirrs  ;  nnd  :it  ^hr<f  moet- 

*  Cooke  to  Chatham,  Feb.  '27, 1767,  iugs  nccesHiury  measures  were  jjroject- 

m  Omtham  Corresj).  iii.  222 ;  Grafton  ea  and  settled,  and  from  henoe  it  wi» 

to  Chatham,  Feb.  2H,  1707,  in  ibid,  supposed  the  newspaj)ers  were  gvner- 

iii.  224;  Grenville  Corro-p.  iv.  212—  allv  fumhhod  ^rith  «!}t('u1  in'iMi>  arid 

214 ;  Lortl  Mahon's  iiisU  Eng.  v.  compositions  for  tlie  service  of  iht 

177 1  Bancroft,     60.  oauge  in  which  thev  were  engaged. 

'  Mass.  Gazette  for  Mirch  9,  17G7;  Hist.  iii.  167.    Com  p.  Diary  of  J. 

liancrofl,  \l  50.    Uutchiiuion  savs  AdamSi  in  Woika,  ii.  paKom. 
meetings  of  a  aelect  munber  of  tM 
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suppress  the  spirit  of  freedom ;  but  with  wliatcver  sincerity  chap. 
Shelboroe^  as  secretary  for  the  soathem  department,  asstired  ,Ji^ 
tte  people  ihef  ''might  be  perfectly  easj  about  the  enjoyment  1787. 
of  their  rights  and  privileges  under  the  present  administra- 
tion" and  sought  to  relieve  the  burdens  which  pressed  so 
heaTily  u|>oii  them,  ho  could  not  suspend  the  declai'atory  act, 
nor  insure  exemption  from  further  oppressions,  but  asserted 
that  "  the  dignity  of  the  government  must  be  maintained."  ^ 
He  was  fully  aware  that^  if  the  Americans  *'  should  be  tempted  fm».m. 
to  lestBt  in  the  last  instance,"  France  and  Spain  would  avail 
themselves  of  the  opening  to  break  tJie  **  peace,  the  days  of 
which  they  had  alretidy  Ijcgnii  to  couiil."*-^    Prudence,  there- 
fore, constrained  him  to  consider  the  American  question,  and 
to  pre^iare  for  its  solution  ;  and  the  ill  health  of  Chatham  and 
the  disorders  in  the  cabinet  fomished  additional  reasons  for 
diligence. 

The  course  of  study  upon  which  he  now  entered  was  one 
which  superior  talents  alone  could  pursue  with  soecess.  Tha 

matters  in  dispute  were  such  in  their  nature  as  to  involve  the 
broadest  and  most  complicated  relations.  The  British  consti- 
tution, the  boasted  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  had 
not  been  matored  in  a  single  generation,  but  was  the  product 
of  the  discussions  and  struggles  of  centuries.  Based  upon 
principles  which  were  confirmed  by  experience  and  sanctioned 
by  the  happy  results  which  attended  them,  it  was  in  it^^elf  a 
tower  of  stronGrth.  But  that  constitution  had  reached  its  ma- 
turitv  before  the  difficulties  with  the  colonies  occurred.  The 
growth  of  these  colonies  had  been  so  rapid  that  their  present 
importance  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  the  sagest  eoon* 
omist ;  and  this  marvellous  ezpanrion  of  territory  and  subjects 
presented  to  the  philosopher  problems  which  had  never  before 

»  Letter  of  De  Bcrdt,  of  Squt  19,  *  Shonnimc  to  Pitt,  Fcbrunn-  16, 

1766,  in  Bradford's  State  Papers,  1767,  in  CUatiiaiu  Correopuudeut^ 

102;  Hutchinson, in.  IM, note}  Oi»*  uL  200. 
huBC^iL  421. 
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CHAP,  challenged  tlie  attention  of  mankind.    Xo  |.rocedents  could  be 
^^^'Jl.  ^ound  to  f\ill  back  upon.    OflRcial  records  funiisliod  no  ciiide. 
mj,  Maxims  from  tlic  files  were  equally  useless.  Whatever  solution 
was  attempted  to  be  giyen  must  Bpriog  from  the  fertile  bcain 
of  the  etateanan. 

The  talents  which  Shdbnrne  brooght  to  this  task  were  re- 
spectable, but  not  brilliant  His  mmd  could  not  at  a  glance 
sweep  the  liorizon  of  political  science,  and  take  in  every  thing 
that  crossed  the  field  of  vision  ;  nor  had  he  the  keen  intuitioa 
which,  firom  unpromising  and  apparently  incoi^gmous  elenaents, 
can  evolve  a  consistenti  harmonious  system.  He  was  honest 
and  well-meaning,  but  bj  no  means  a  prophet  nor  a  suoceofiil 
inventor.  He  proposM,  indeed,  changes  in  oertain  depart^ 
mcnts  whieli  might  have  allayed  the  excitement  in  the  colonies, 
liad  his  colleagues  approved  them.  The  billeting  act,  in  his 
estimation,  could  be  safely  modified  j  and,  instead  of  concen- 
trating the  troops  in  the  principal  towns,  he  advised  that  they 
should  be  scattered  along  the  frontiers,  where  their  prosonce 
was  needed,  and  where  it  would  provoke  neither  jealousy  nor 
distrust  The  principle  upon  which  this  act  was  based  he  also 
condemned,  as  establisbin^r  a  "preoideiit  which  might  herwifler 
be  turned  to  purposes  of  oppression." '  The  political  de^jend- 
ence  of  the  judges  he  objected  to,  and  advised  that  their  com- 
missions should  conform  to  the  preoedents  followed  in  Englandi* 
He  likewise  advised  the  settlement  of  diqwted  boundaries.' 
And  other  matters^  of  minor  importance,  which  were  complained 
of  as  grievances,  engaged  his  attention. 

The  ze^il  witli  which  the  secretary  advocated  these  changes 
&Stcned  upon  him  the  suspicion  of  his  associates,  and  kxl  them 
to  view  him  as  "  an  enemy,"  who  should  be  watched.  The 
king  demanded  that  submission  should  precede  Ikvor ;  that  the 


*  Sbelbume  to  Gage,  Dec  11, 
1760,  and  to  Feb.  6  and 
1«,  17()7. 

•  Moore  to  Shelburae,  Feb.  1, 1767. 


'  Shelburne  to  Reniard,  Dec  11, 
1766;  Bernard  to  ShoUjume,  FA. 
28  and  March  23»  1767  $  HutobioMiw 
iii.177. 
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colonics  should  ovinro  a  loyal  spirit  before  attciitiou  was  paid  CHAP, 
to  tiieir  ciauiors  ;  "  oihcrwise,"  said  he,  "  wo  shall  sooa  be  uo  ^^^^ 
better  than  savages."  ^    Accordingly,  he  declared  that  the  bil-  1767. 
leting  act  aboald  be  enforced,  and  that  no  relaxation  of  its 
provisioDB  ahoald  be  made.*  In  no  other  iray  could  the  de- 
pendence of  the  colonies  be  seeored.   They  were  already  on 
the  verge  of  robellion ;  and  firmnesB  alone  could  check  the 
liccutiousuess  of  opiuion  wliicli  was  spreadiuj^. 

De  Choiseul,  the  minister  ol  J^'rance  at  St.  James's,  was  no 
inattentive  observer  of  these  movements ;  and,  satisfied  that 
the  crisis  was  near,  at  his  instance  De  £alb,  an  officer  of  Ger> 
man  extraction,  was  sent  to  America,  to  investigate  the  condi-  Apr.ai 
tiott  of  the  colomes  and  the  strength  of  their  purpose  to  engage 
in  a  revolt.  Should  he  find  a  plan  of  operations  matured,  ho 
was  to  report  the  names  of  those  who  were  to  lead,  and  the 
resources  of  the  government  in  troops  and  munitions.^  Bat 
this  commission  was  premature ;  for,  such  was  the  forbearance 
of  the  colonies,  no  open  mptore  was  contemplated  or  advised. 
There  were  those,  indeed,  who  felt  that  the  struggle  must  eveih 
inally  come;  but,  had  moderate  counsels  prevailed  with  the 
ministry,  its  advent  would  have  been  delayed,  il'  nuL  })revented. 

The  conduct  of  Townshend  precij)itated  this  struggle.  He 
had  given  a  pledge  that  he  would  find  means  to  raiae  a  revenue  Jfta.  27 
from  America  which  should  be  free  from  ofiTcnee ;  and  Gren- 
ville,  the  "  outed  proposer'  of  the  stamp  acC  *  wl^o  had  listened 
with  an  ahnost  savage  joy  to  the  speech  of  tiie  chancellor, 
demanded  the  flilfilment  q{  this  pledge.  In  compliance  with 

>  Grafton's  Autobiog. }  George  IIL  at  present  the  dc^il  seems  to  have 

to  Conway,  8ept  20, 1766^  taken  pomesrion  of  their  anderatmdp 

•  "  TIk'  American  papers,"  wrote  iriKs."  Cluith;im  Corrcp.  iii,  251.  See 

Beckford  to  Chatham,  April  29, 1767,  also  Shelbume  to  Chatham,  Feb.  1767, 

*tate  to  be  taken  Into  conndeiation  on  in  ibid.  iii.  187,  207, 209. 
the  morrow ;  and  I  hear  the  quartering       •  Clioiseul  to  De  Kalb,  April  20 

act  is  to  be  enforce<l,  in  violentid,  H  and  22,  1707  ;  De  Kalb  to  Clioismjl, 

prava  volunUUe.  Km),  adieu  peace  and  April  24,  1767,  in  Bancroll,  vi.  67  i 

com  tort !    A  former  admimstntifm,  Orahame,  ii.  427,  428,  and  notes, 
by  their  ill-conceived  projects,  made       *  P'ranklin's  paper  of  1768,  hi 

the  Americans  stark  stanog  mad ;  and  Wocksy  iv.  247  j  Prior  Doo'tB»  228b 
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CHAP,  this  demand,  the  chancellor  came  forward  with  the  scheme  he 
had  matured  :  and,  while  the  doors  of  the  House,  by  a  special 
1767.  order,  were  shut  against  the  aorf^nts  of  the  colonies,  and  evoi 

te{<.  against  every  American  merchant,  he  proposed  a  tax  on  glass, 
paper,  paints'  oolors,  ani  tea,  to  be  paid  as  impost  datia^ 
from  which  an  income  of  from  tliirt^-fiTO  to  fortf  tiioiiaaod 
poands  a  year  might  be  realized.  This  Boheme  was  agitated 
for  pome  weeks.  Lord  Camden  objected  to  it,  and  Jackaoa 
fbrctolfl  the  evils  that  would  folhjw  ;  })ut  the  consent  of  the 
ministers  was  obtained,  and  the  act  passed  both  Housea  with 

JiiA.29.  but  little  opposition,  and  was  approved  by  the  kins:.* 

It  is  evident  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  would  hardlj 
have  been  consented  to'  had  Chatham  been  at  his  post,  was  not 
a  little  forwarded  by  the  infloence  of  Paxton,  a  dtiren  of  Bo» 
ton  in  the  confidence  of  Townshecd.  who  had  been  sent  from 
America  at  the  instance  of  Bernard,  and  ITutcliinson,  and  Oli- 
ver, to  appear  as  tlic  advocate  of  the  officci's  of  the  crown,  and 
to  mature  a  scheme  for  a  Board  of  Customs.^  Both  Bernard 
and  Hutchinson  seem,  at  this  time,  to  have  resolved  to  posh 
matters  to  the  utmost  extremity ;  and  the  latter,  in  particular, 
resenting  the  conduct  of  the  General  Court,  which  had  oaa- 


'  7  Geo.  III.  c.  46;  Walpole's 
Mems.  Goorjje  III.  iii.  28;  Belsnam's 
GcorgL-  III.  i.  204 ;  Cavendish  De- 
batr«.  i.  3H,  39,  213;  Mass.  Gn7cttp 
for  July  2,  1767  ;  lioston  Gazette  for 
Oct  12,  1767;  Hutrhin-^on,  iii  179  j 
Franklin's  Workv,  vn.  ;  Oriharnf', 
ii.  423,  424  j  liradlord,  i.  93 ;  Lord 
Mflhon*8  llifrt.  Eng.  v.  180,  181,  and 
MemH.  Duke  of  Gnifton,  in  ibid.  App. 
xvii. ;  Hancroft,  vi.  17,  75-78.  "It 
had  ever  been  uiti'oruily  acknt)\vl- 
edf^ed,'*  snvK  Ilelsham,  George  III.  i. 
201.  "that  Gnvit  Hrit  lin  posst  ssrd 
the  right  of  commercial  reguixtion 
and  control;  it  ootdd  not  be  denied 
that  port  dutien  had  been  at  former 
periods  ini|x>sed  for  the  purpose  of 
commercid  reguktion,  particukrlv  by 
the  act  paued  in  the  natth  year  of  the 


reign  of  the  late  king.  It  could  not 
be  pretended  with  coonstenor  and 
plausibiUty  that  the  aame  power  did 

not  now  inhere  in  the  British  ParJh- 
ment ;  but  it  was  at  the  same  tinit*  imr 
poanble  not  to  diseern  that  thiK  power 
"WIS,  in  thp  present  instance,  cx.orn>f'd 
with  a  very  different  intention  and  for 
the  aoeomplishment  of  a  Tery  diflienat 
object,  and  tliat,  by  a  species  of  artifice 
unworthy  of  a  f*r«it  nation,  an  attempt 
w;is  now  m  ide  to  inveigle  them  into 
tlic  piym(<nt  of  that  revenue  vhkh 
cdulct  not  i>o  oxtnrtod  by  means  moie 
direct  and  uneouivocaL 

■  Bradford,  1  120,  121 ;  BanenA 
vi.  32, 17.  Tliere  is  a  portrait  of  Pax- 
ton  at  the  rooms  of  the  Maw.  Hist 
Soc,  deposited  by  Peter  Wainwright, 
Jr.,  Eaq. 
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Siired  liis  intrusion  into  the  Council,  of  whit  !i  lif  was  not  a  cHAP. 
raeiiibiT,  on  the  day  when  the  governor  read  his  message,  took 
it  as  a  personal  affront,  which  soured  his  temper  and  irioreased  1767. 
the  Tiolenoe  of  his  oppositioii  to  their  proceedUigB.^  The  gov- 
amor,  indeed,  from  his  oflidal  position,  was  expected  to  ride 
with  the  ministry  ;^  and,  in  some  cases,  his  dissent  from  the 
action  of  the  court  was  proper  and  politic.  Bat  a  royalist  at 
heart,  and  ;i.  -npi »  rter  of  the  prerogative,  his  0]iiiii(in8  on  meas- 
ures of  public  couccm  were  too  much  in  unison  w  ith  those  of 
the  enemies  of  America  to  admit  the  supposition  that  his  pro* 
feasions  of  T^gard  to  the  interests  of  the  province  were  cordial 
and  smoere ;  and  mueh  of  the  disturbance  of  this  and  the  ibl< 
lowing  years  most  be  attributed  to  him.  He  was  in  close 
corret^pondenco  with  the  active  advocntc*^  of  the  taxation  of 
the  colonie:^ ;  ami  h'n^  nii.sroprcfcntatioari  wtTC  eagerly  seized 
and  quoted  as  argument-s  to  prove  the  necessity  of  curbing 
the  disloyal  spirit  by  which,  it  was  alleged,  the  people  were 
animated. 

Hntehinson,  more  cautious  and  crafty  in  his  movements^ 
dared  not  so  openly  avow  his  opinions  ;  yet,  guarded  as  was 

his  language  in  most  of  his  letters,  to  the  eyes  of  the  (lis(^eriiHig 
ocea^ional  pamges  betrayed  his  real  sentiments,  and  few  could 
mi£»take  his  real  position.  Of  the  two,  Mr.  Uutchingon  was 
by  &r  the  more  dang^erons ;  for  the  Tery  duplicity  which  Teiled 
his  conduct^  and  the  air  of  honesty  which  he  conid  so  well 


'  On  this  affih",  Bradford's  State 
Papers,  102-105,  ;uul  tlu-  leitt  r  of  the 
IIon*o  of  M.irch  IH,  17()7.  to  Denny^ 
l)e  Herd  I;  Benuni  to  tlie  Secretary 
of  State,  Feb.  7  and  21,  1767 ;  Oliver 

to  ,  May  7,  1767  ;  Hutchinson, 

iil  173-177;  Ma88.Ga»»tte  for  Feb. 
12  and  19, 1767 1  Booton  Oaxette  for 
Feh.  23  and  April  6,  1767 1  fianerolU 
tL  60. 

•  •*  Xothinjf  le^Ji,"  wrote  Bernard 
to  HilMwrouph,  July  is.  I7«is,"than 

a  ;T--n(T  iI  'vicrifice  of  the  ri^'lus  of  tlie 
so\  erci<:^Ti  static  can  make  a  goveraor 
VOL.  il.  22 


popular  in  this  place  at  this  thne.  It 
ma  been  ray  misfortune  to  be  goi^^ 

ernor  of  tlii>  provinro  (luring  a  period 
when  the  most  favora-ble  representa- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  aawnh 
hVir-.  :u;  !  tno  (loinfjs  of  the  j)oo])le 
must  occasion  his  msyesty  8  dutpleiui- 
ure.  For  theae  three  years  part  it 
ban  been  irajxissible  to  reconcile  the 
(lutv  of  the  governor  witli  pleasing 
the  people  ;  and  it  would  have  been 
aO)  if  a  man  of  greater  abilitv  than  I 
pntend  to  had  been  ia  my  piaoaii'* 
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CHAP,  assume,  imposed  upon  many  who  were  ignorant  of  his  trae 
character,  and  led  them  to  ai?criV)e  to  him  virtues  which  he 
1767.  never  possessed  and  abilitiee  as  a  statesman  to  which  he  was 
not  entitled.  To  one  nnaoqnainted  with  (be  part  which  he 
played,  his  sketch  of  the  tranBactiona  which  preceded  the  rer- 
olation  would  appear  aa  an  impartial,  atraightforward  naira- 
tiye.  But  the  inquisitive  reader,  who  comparee  his  aocoimt 
with  c(jiiteiiiporary  annals,  will  easily  detect  the  grloss  which 
he  gives  to  many  of  the  scenes  his  pen  has  portrayed,  and  the 
concealments  which  detract  from  the  truthfulness  of  his  atate- 
menti.  Implicit  reliance  can  ncTer  be  placed  on  partisaa 
writers ;  and  students  of  histoij  need  not  to  be  tdd  that  he 
who  treats  of  matters  in  which  he  was  personally  concerned 
appears  as  the  advocate  pleading  his  own  cause,  and  sitting  in 
judgment  on  tho9e  who  were  opposed  to  him.* 

The  new  scheme  of  taxation  which  Townshcnd  had  proposal, 
conjoined  with  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Customs  ^  and 
the  legalization  of  writs  of  aasistancey*  was  more  sabversive  of 
the  rights  of  the  colonics  than  the  stamp  act»  which  Grenyllle 
had  proopcd  npon  Parliament.^  In  effect,  it  was  a  menace  of 
perpetual  servitude.  The  revenue  aceiuiiiL''  from  the  dutic^f? 
imposed  was  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  king's  pleasure,  under  his 
sign  manual,  and,  by  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  was  to  be 
principally  employed  in  the  support  of  the  officers  of  the  crown, 
to  secure  their  independence  of  the  colonial  legislatnres.'  The 
power  of  the  king  over  hia  cabinet  had  been  sensibly  strength* 
ened  by  recent  ocearrenoea ;  imd  Grafton,  who  was  with 
the  position  of  prime  minister,  w  as  completely  under  his  con- 

*  Comp.  Bradford,  i.  86.  cemmpnt  and  ^ood  jud^ent  that  the 

*  Acta  7  Geo.  IIL  c.  41.  May  26,  people  through  the  continent  are  much 
1767,  it  was  ordered  in  the  Hooae  of  more  ahnnra  at  the  hte  aela  than, 
Commonn  tlrnt  a  hill  he  brought  in  thoy  were  (it  the  stimp  act;  and  it 
for  eatabUshiiiff  a  Board  of  Cuatoms  would  be  ^-antly  more  difficult  to  reo> 
in  Aineriea.  Mum.  Gaaetle  fer  Aug.  ondle  the  people  to  them.**  T.  Cuab> 
27,  1767.  Ing  to  De  Berdt,  July  13,  176S. 

'  Bancroft,  vi.  R4.  ^  Mulford't  N.  Jeney,  '416 1  Bsa^ 

*  **lta  the  opinion  of  men  of  dia-   ford,  n.  96. 
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tiol.i  Yet  fhe  natioa  at  large  was  a  gainer  by  these  factions ;  chap. 
and,  as  the  influence  of  the  aristocracy  lessened,  the  people, 
whose  intelligence  was  increasing,  demanded  fuller  knowledge  1707. 

of  every  thing  tliat  wa?  pa.^siiig  in  Parliameut,  and  the  press 
was  em[>I'i\  0(1  to  isnpport  thoir  claims.* 

**Th('  iiit  \i  thrown,"  cried  the  patriots  of  Boston,  when  the  8«pt. 
news  of  the  passage  of  the  revenue  bill  arrived.  "The  Rubi- 
con is  passed.''  **  We  will  form  an  immediate  and  universal 
combination  to  eat  nothing,  drink  nothing,  wear  nothing  im* 
ported  from  Great  Britain."'  "  Our  strength  consists  in  union. 
Let  us,  above  all,  be  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind.  Let  us 
call  on  our  sifter  colonies  to  join  wiUi  us  in  asserting  our 
rights.  If  our  opposition  to  slavery  is  called  rebellion,  let  us 
parsne  duty  with  firmness,  and  leave  the  event  to  Heaven."^ 

The  fourteenth  of  August  was  celebrated  as  usual ;  and  the  Av8.i4. 
ceremonies  of  the  day  served  to  intensify  the  abhorrence  with 
which  tlie  acts  of  the  ministry  were  viewed.*  The  revenue  bill 
was  to  go  into  effort  in  N  >vtinl'cr  ;  but  in  the  moan  time  Not.20. 
Townsheud,  its  autlior,  suddenly  died,^  and  Lord  North,  thes«pti. 
eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Guilford,  who  had  voted  for  the  stamp 
act  and  against  its  repeal,  was  appointed  to  his  place.^  The 
new  chancellor  entered  upon  his  duties  at  a  critical  period ; 
yet  for  fifteen  years  he  remained  in  the  cabinet,  lending  his 
influence  to  the  measures  of  Uie  ministry,  and  standing  high  in 


'  Lord  Mahoo'i  Hilt  Eng.  V.  164} 
Bancroft,  vi.  94. 

*  T.  HoUis  to  A.  EUot,  Feb.  23, 
1767.  "Povk-er,  "  wrote  Dumnd  to 
ClioKcul,  July  21,  1787,  (in  nancroft, 
vi.  Di),)  "  ban  pa&<ed  into  the  hands  of 
the  populace  and  the  merchanta.  Thft 
country  b  eaceedingly  jealouB  of  its 
liberty.'* 

*  ttutdiiiuOD'a  Letter  of  July  18, 
]7()7:  Beroaid  to  Shelbanie^  Sept 
14,  1767. 

*  Mauduit  to  Hutchins}n,  Dec.  10, 
1767  i  BoetoD  QtweUxi  for  Awr.  81, 
1707. 


•  Boston  Gazette  for  Aug.  17, 1T67, 

•  W.  S.  Johnaon  to  i>yer,  Sept 
12,  1767 ;  Mam.  Gaiette  'Extra  for 
Feb.  11,  1769;  Chatham  Corresp.  iiL 
284  and  note;  Lord  Mahon's  Hint. 
Eng.  V.  m  i  Walpole's  Geo.  IIL  il 
99}  foneroft,  vl  99* 

»  W.  S.  Johnson  to  Cnr.  Pitkin, 
of  Conn.,  1767  ;  North'N  8})cechin  the 
Home  of  Commons,  March  2,  1769; 
Letter  to  Grafton,  Sept.  10,  1767; 
Lloyd  to  Lonl  Mttlrton,  S^nt.  17, 
1767;  RelsiuiuM  George  IIL  i.  215; 
Loid  Mahon'8  Hiat  Eng.  v.  184| 
Bkooraftvvi  91^109. 
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OHiJP.  the  iavor  of  the  king.^    How  the  uew  act  should  be  enforced 
was  a  question  which  immediatelj  solicited  atteatioii.  Should 
iTsr.  Ihe  merchants  of  Boston  sabscribe  to  an  agreement  to  Impoii 
no  more  goods  fiom  England,  no  revenae,  of  eonrsSi  would 

be  paid  into  the  treasury.  Bat  such  an  agreement  Bernard 
tbou<?ht  to  be  "  impracticable."  Yet  he  advised  that  a  ref- 
luent of  Boldiers  should  be  seut  over,  to  aid  the  o&cers  of  the 
customs  in  the  discharge  of  t))oir  duties.  "Ships  of  war  and 
a  regimirait,"  said  Paxton,  in  England,  who  echoed  bis  widim^ 
"  axe  needed  to  insore  tranqoiUily.''  * 

The  board  of  oommisBioners  was  to  be  established  in  Boston, 
and  it  was  queried  throughout  the  country  how  Boston  would 
act.  "  The  comraissioncrs,"  said  the  more  hasty,  **  raust  not 
allowed  to  land."  "  Paxton,  like  Oliver,  must  be  taken  to  Lib- 
erty Tree  or  the  gallows,  and  obliged  to  resign."  ^  The  press 
spoke  boldly,  oonnselling  resistance,^  and  dechired  that  those 
who,  had  attempted  this  barbarous  violation  of  theur  most 
sacred  rights  deserved  *'the  name  of  rebels  and  traitors,  not 
only  against  the  laws  of  their  country  and  their  king,  but 
^!;ainst  lit^aven  itself."  Faitli  in  the  integrity  of  Parliament 
seemed  shaken ;  ^  and  it  was  thought  that  there  remained  no 
alternative  but  an  appeal  to  Heaven  to  vindicate  their  canse. 
Oat  n.  At  length  the  crisis  came ;  and,  towards  the  hiat  of  October, 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  "ever  sensitive  to  the  soond  of  lib- 
erty," assembled  in  town  meeting,  and  voted  to  dispense  with 
the  importation  of  a  large  nunilcr  of  articles  of  Britisli  manu- 
facture, which  were  particularly  specified  ;  to  "adhere  to  ionncj 
agreements  respecting  funerals ;  and  to  purchase  no  nr  w  cloth- 
ing for  mourning."   Committees  were  appointed  to  obtain 

'  Bancroft,  vi.  TOO.  suffered  to  land,  and  did  so  on  the  5th 

•  Uemard  to  Shelbume,  Aug.  31  of  November.    Hutchinson,  iiL  IttS. 

and  Sept.  7,  1767 ;  Bollan  to  Hutch-  *  J.  Quincy,  under  the  ngnatufe 

inKon,  Aug;  11,  1787 1  Buiaraft,  n.  H)'perion,  in  the  Boston  Gazette  for 

101.  Oct  5.  1767  ;  Rogers  to  Uutchinioiw 

'  Bernard  to  Shelbume,  Sept  21,  Dec.  30,  1767. 

1767 {  Hutohiiuoiit     181 1  Buncroft,  *  Ma«.  Gazette  for  Oct  12,  I767t 

a  102.  Y«ltli0«MBiiiiM«wn«en  Botton  Ga»tte  for  Oct.  IS^  1767, 
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subscribers  to  this  agreement ;  and  the  resolves  were  sent  into  chap. 
all  the  towns  of  the  province,  —  many  of  which  returned  a 
&vorabIe  reply,' ^  and  abroad  to  the  other  colonies.^  The  1707. 
twentieth  of  the  ensning  month  paaaed  without  tamolt  Fla*  N«T.iO. 
oardB  were  exhibited  and  effigies  were  set  np,  bat  the  people 
in  general  were  unusually  quiet.    Otis,  at  the  town  meeting 
held  to  (]i?j(  ()initenance  riot,  delivered  a  speech  in  which  he  Not. 
reoommcudcd  caation,  and  advised  that  no  opposition  should 
be  made  to  the  new  duties.   "  The  king  has  the  right*''  said 
hOr  "  to  appoint  officers  of  the  customs  in  what  manner  he 
itoses  and  hj  what  denommations ;  and  to  resist  his  aathority 
win  bat  proyoke  his  displeasare."'  Sndi  oounsel  was  displeas- 
ing to  the  zealous,  but  it  was  followed. 

The  last  change  in  the  ministry  in  this  session  of  Parliaraent 
took  place  in  December.  The  charge  of  the  colonies,  which  Deo.  27. 
bad  been  intrusted  to  Shelbome,  was  consigned  to  a  sqiarate 
department,  and  Lord  Hillsborough,  who  had  been  "  kid  up  in 
laTcnder  at  the  post  office  "  *  until  elsewhere  wanted,  was  made 
its  secretary  ;  the  place  which  Conway  had  filled  was  given  to 
Lord  Weymouth  ;  Earl  Oower  became  lord  president ;  Rigby 
was  made  vice  treasurer  of  Ireland  till  he  could  get  the  pay 
office ;  the  poet  office  was  promi^^ed  to  Sandwich ;  and  Jenkin* 
son,  the  former  secretary  of  Grenville,  took  a  seat  at  the  treas- 
ury board.*  Five  of  the  six  here  named  were  the  personal 
fKends  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and  the  principle  upon  which 
they  entered  the  ministry  was  the  maintenance  of  the  authority 
of  Parliament  over  the  colonies.®   The  resolutions  of  the  peo- 

*  Ma.'^s.  Gazette  for  Nov.  2,  1767j  Nov.  21,  1767  ;  Hutchinson,  iiu  180, 
Bradford,  L  122.   The  plan  was  also  181. 

ad  apted  in  Portsmovjth,  Prnu'dence,  *  Chatham  Corresp.  iii.  139,  note. 

New  York,  l'hiladelj>hia,  and  in  some  "  Chestertield's  Letter  of  Dec.  27, 

towna  in  other  colonies.  in  Chatham  Oorreap.  til  302,  note  t 

•  Hutchinson  to  PoMmall,  Nov.  10,  Mass.  Gazette  Extra  for  February  25, 
1767;  Bernard  to  Shelbume,  Oc  t.  30,  1769;  Lord  Mahon's  Hist  Eng.  v. 
1767;  Boston  Gazette  for  Nov,  2,  \Ho  ;  Grahame,  ii.  i;{2;  Bancroft  vi, 
1767  ;  Hutchinaon,  iiL  182$  Uiat  of  109,  1 10. 

the  War,  39.  *  Mauduit  to  Hutchmsoii»  Dec  10» 

■  Boston  Evening  Post  for  Nov.  23  1767  j  Bancrolt,  vL  110. 
and  30,  1767}  BenMidtoSbeBninw^ 
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CUAF.  pie  of  Boston,  to  suspend  importations  from  England  and  to 
encourage  doiucjstic  manufactures,  served  to  quicken  their 
U68.  anger  ;  and,  earlj  in  the  new  year,  the  intention  was  avowed 
of  initiating  measoreB  to  abrogate  the  charters,  and  introdnoe 
imiformitjr  into  the  govenunent  of  the  colonies.'  Of  the  ap* 
proval  of  Hillsborough  to  this  scheme  his  associates  were 
assored.  His  professions  of  regard  for  the  liberties  of  America 
were  known  lo  be  a  pretence  j  for  if  any  purpose  was  elie^ 
ished  by  him  more  fondly  than  all  otliers,  it  was  the  purpose 
of  abridging  colonial  privileges.  Conceited  and  shallow  in 
the  opinions  he  held,  headstrong  and  obstinate  in  defending 
and  enforcing  them,  the  union  of  stiffness  with  affected  suaTitj 
gave  to  his  manners  an  awkwardness  and  constraint  which  are 
often  ihr  accompaniments  of  craft  and  duplicity.  He  had  not 
the  boUliicss  which  courage  confei-s;  and,  if  his  apologist? 
esteemed  him  "  honest  and  well  meaning,"  it  was  because  he 
had  concealed  from  them  the  weak  points  of  his  character.^ 

Almost  his  first  act  respecting  Massachusetts  was  the  grant 
of  a  pension  of  two  hnndred  pounds  to  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
to  be  paid  annuall}  by  the  commissioners  of  customs.'  *  The 
news  that  such  a  grant  had  been  made  could  not  be  kept  be- 
cret ;  and  the  people  of  Boston  expresijed  tiieir  abhorrence  in 
no  gentle  terms.  "  If  such  acts  are  continued,"  said  they,  **  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  maintain  in  luxury  sycophants^  court  para- 
sites, and  hungry  dependants,  who  will  be  sent  over  to  watch 
and  oppress  those  who  oppose  them.  The  gOTemors  will  be 
men  rewarded  for  despicable  services,  hackneyed  in  deceit  and 
avarice,  or  some  noi.le  j^coundrel  who  has  spent  \m  fortune  in 
every  kind  of  debauchery."  ^   At  this  juncture  Samuel  Adam<» 

'  Bancrort,      111.  18,  1768;  OUvcr  to   ,  May  11, 

'  Franklin's  Works,  vil  507  Ban-  1768 ;  Bancroft,  vL  116. 

croft,  vl  lie.  «Hislordifaip,"  wntm  *  A  Bfiot  to  T.  HoUn,  Dee.  10, 

Dc  Berdt,  Aug.  29,  1768,*' says  laws  1767  ;  A.  Eliot  to  Blackburne,  Dec. 

must  be  supported,  or  we  sink  into  a  15,  1767  ;  Bancroft,  m*.  1 17.  Even 

state  of  anarchy,  which  he  thiuks  mu&t  Huske,  who  W(U>  hajigtd  lu  eilig}  in 

be  avoided  at  all  events."  1765,  in  1758  said,  "  As  to  the  cifil 

s  UtttehiiiioiitoUillsboroagh,Apr.  oflSeom  appoinled  Ibr  America,  noH 
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drew  up  a  yolaminous  letter,  in  the  form  of  a  remonstrance  chap. 
against  the  revenae  act,  to  be  sent  by  the  province  to  their 
agent  in  England.  This  letter  was  read  in  the  Honse  of  1768. 
Bepresentattvesy  which  had  opened  its  session  in  the  previons 
month,  and  was  debated  for  several  days.  "  Seven  times  it 
was  revised  :  every  word  was  weighed,  every  sentence  conad- 
ered ;  each  seemingly  harsh  sentence  was  tempered  and  re- 
fined ; "  and,  after  it  had  passed  this  searching  ordeal,  it  was 
adopted  to  be  sent  to  the  agen^  conunnnicated  to  the  ministiy, 
and  published  to  the  world  as  expressing  Hie  nnehangeable 
opinion  of  Mas8achi]8etf8.i 

The  Ilouse  haviuir  sanctioned  this  docmuent.  letters  were 

^  1768. 

sent  to  each  of  the  niiui:>iers  embodying  the  same  -eiitiments,  15 

and  urging  the  impracticability  of  a  suitable  representation  of 
the  colonies  in  Parliament.^   No  memorial  was  sent  to  the 
Lords  or  the  Commons ;  bnt  an  address  to  the  king  was  pre*  Jta.  30. 
pared,  and  he  was  appealed  to  as  umpire  in  the  dispute.'  A 
proposition  that  these  proceedings  should  be  laid  before  the 
other  colonies,  that,  "if  they  thought  fit,  tliey  might  join  them/' 
was  at  first  negatived ;  but  on  maturer  consideration  it  was  Feb.  4. 
adopted,  and  a  masterly  circular,  draughted  by  Adams,  was  F«b.  u. 
read  and  accepted/ 


of  pbcet  in  the  gift  of  liie  crawn 
httve  been  filled  wtthl)rokea  nemfaen 

of  Parliament,  of  hud,  if  any  jmnci- 
pies,  valets  de  ckimbrc,  ekctioncering 
•ooumdreb,  and  even  Uvery  sennnts. 
la  one  word,  Ameritvi  has  been  for 
many  yean  the  hospital  of  England." 
Lord  Mahon'a  Hiat  Eng.  v.  240. 

'  Prior  Doo'ts,  167-175;  Bernard 
to  Shelbume,  Jan.  21,  1768,  in  let- 
ters, &c.  4 ;  T.  Cuahing  to  De  Berdt, 
Jan.  31,  176S;  Bradford,  i.  124,  134, 
and  State  Papers,  124-133;  Daston 
Gazette  for  April  4,  lliia ;  Jour.  H. 
ciKtiir  1768,  99,  102,  104,  107, 
100  ;  Baivcroa.  \i.  1 19,  120.  - 

*  Boston  Gsizinte  for  M:irch  21, 
1768}  Mass.  Gazette  for  Murch  .il 
and  April  7, 176S  ]  Prior  Boc'l^  177 


-191 }  Bndford'a  Btate  Papers  1S7- 
144 ;  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1768,  128, 
144,  161,  201,  also  the  Appendix,  in 
which  all  the  papers  are  gi\cn  in 
fUlL 

'  Prior  Doc'ts  175-177;  Brad- 
ford's State  Papers,  121-123;  Jour. 
H.  of  R.  for  1768,  121,  122,  124 1 
Mass.  Gazette  for  March  24,  l76a 

*  Ma««.  Gazette  for  Mnr.  10,  1768; 
T.  Cuslunjg  to  De  Berdl,  aiid  Ber- 
nard to  Snelbume,  Jan.  30,  1 768,  in 
MS.  Letters  and  Papers,  1761-1776, 
in  lib.  Mass.  Uist.  Soc.}  Trumbull 
M8&  iL  163;  Jour.  H.  oTR. for  1767 
-8,  148,  164  ;  Bernard  to  Shelbume, 
Jin.  30  and  Feb.  18,  1768;  Prior 
L>oc't»,  191-199;  Bradford.  L  134, 
138, 166,  and  State  F^fen,  112, 134 


^  C0MPUL1NT8  OF  THE  C0MMISS10N£BS. 

CHAP.    Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  revenue  board,  in  secret  conr 
dttve,  propared  a  memorial  to  be  sent  to  fingland.  Profenig 

wits  W^^^^  ^^'^  ^  dftogCTi  a&d  ooa- 

*  plaining  of  tbe  lieeDtiooBness  of  Che  prese,  of  the  league  to 

discountenance  the  con.^umptiou  of  Britisli  liiimuiacturc.^.  and 

of  tiie  New  Eugland  town  meetings,  in  whicli  "the  lowosi 

mechanics  diBcuB^ed  the  most  important  points  of  gorernmeot 

vith  the  utmost  freedoffi>"  they  doohured  that  they  had  "  evoy 

ream  to  expect "  it  wonld  be  found  impracticable  to  enfbroa 

the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  until  the  hand  of  govera- 

ment  should  be  properly  strengthened."   "  At  present,"  they 

added,  "  there  is  not  one  ship  of  war  in  the  province,  nor  a 

company  of  soldiers  nearer  than  New  York."  ^ 

This  paper,  like  most  of  those  sent  from  America  by  the 

minionB  of  power,  was  artfully  framed,  and  admirably  adapted 

to  inflame  the  passions  of  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

The  current  of  feeling  in  England  was  beginning  to  torn. 

For  more  than  a  year  no  paius  had  been  spared  to  irritate  the 

people,  especially  the  freeholders,  and  to  persuade  them  that 

they  were  to  pay  "  infinite  taxes/'  and  the  Americans  none ; 

tiuit  they  were  to  be  burdened,  and  the  Americans  eased ;  ia 

a  word,  that  the  interests  of  Britain  were  to  be  sacrificed  to 

those  of  America.*  By  such  misrepresentations,  many  were 

prepared  to  look  with  iavor  upon  tlie  arbitrary  measures  which 

were  uigcd  upon  Parliament,  and  the  friends  of  those  measun^ 

were  encouraged  to  p^stin  their  course.   Hence  distorted 


-188.  Bernard  mote  to  Shelbume, 
Feb.  18,  1768,  that  these  proceedings 

expressed  the  opinions  or  Vint  a  few, 
and  t)ut,  oiler  much  uppoMtion,  they 
were  pushed  through  by  the  intri|;tiee 
and  threats  of  «fmi(>  violent  mcmhors. 
Yet  he  ackuowledges  that  the  Hou&e 
acted  in  all  things,  even  in  their  r^ 
monstance,**  so  &r  a»  he  could  learn, 
**  with  temper  and  moderation." 
'  Hem.  o£  the  Commisiuoners  of 


Feb.  12,  and  Letter  of  May  3,  1768; 

Bradford,  L  106 ;  Bancroft,  vi.  128. 

The  proclamation  of  Bernard,  requir- 
ing all  civil  olficers  to  as&i&t  the  otfi- 
cers  of  Uio  customs  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duti&s  is  given  in  the  Mitt 
Uazette  for  March  14,  1768. 

*  Letter  of  W.  6.  Johnaon,  dated 
London,  March  14,  1767,  in  Tnimhull 
MS'^  ii  144  ;  Johnson's  Dlirj',  March 
M,  iiOi,  in  BtuicroU,  vL  64. 
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accounts  were  given  of  every  occurrence  in  Uie  colonies,  and  chap. 
iiinoceat  «i€t8  were  ooiurtnied  as  tr«^       Did  the  logb- 
latere  of  MaaaadnMett^  follawiog  the  load  of  the  nerehantB  im 
of  Boston,  with  bat  one  diasenting  voice  paaa  reBOlatioiieP«v.a8L 

diaooiiraging  the  use  of  British,  and  giving  the  preference  to 
American,  maimf:i<  tui  es These  resolves,  though  conceded 
by  Bernard  to  be  "  so  decently  and  cautiously  worded  that  at 
another  time  they  would  scarcely  have  given  offence,"*  were 
enoi^h  to  esdte  the  anger  of  Grenville  and  his  friends;  and 
the  House  of  Commons  ordered  a  foil  aoooiint  of  the  mann&o-  uk,v» 
tares  of  the  colonies  since  1784  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded 
to  England,  with  a  view  to  bubjecL  auck  imiuuliicluicti  Lo  addi- 
tional restrictions.^ 

Gonaideriag  the  position  he  had  taken,  disputes  with  the  gov- 
ernor were  of  course  to  be  eaq)eeted ;  and  he  was  constantly  Inr- 
nishlng  gromids  for  fresh  accusations.  An  article  in  the  Gaaette  P«bw9a 
oommented  severely  upon  his  "obstinate  perseverance  in  tiie 
path  of  malice,"  and  his  "  diabolical  thirst  for  mischief."  *  This 
be  pruuuuiici  il  a  "  virulent  libel,"  and,  after  it  liad  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Council  and  the  House,  the  latter  of  which  passed 
it  over  as  a  matter  of  little  moment^  the  grand  jury  were  called 
upon  to  indict  the  author ;  bat  they  re£iised»  Hntchinson,  by 
bis  own  aeknowledgment»  told  them,  almost  in  plain  woids^ 
that  if  tliey  did  not  find  against  the  paper  as  containing  high 
ti-eason,  tliey  miglit  depend  on  beinir  damned  ; but  his  menace 
was  laughed  at,  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  "  toasted  the  jurors.^ 


>  Letter  of  T.CuBhing  to  DeBcfidl,  199;  Bradford,  I  141,  and  StateFi^ 

April  18,  1768,  in  MS.  Letters  and  ppr^,  lis,  119.    The  closing  Uii«  of 

I^ipen,  1761-1776,  in  Lib.  Mom.  this  piece  wi  re  significant :  — 

Hut.  8oe.  ;  Joiir.  H.  of  R.  fiV  1767—  «If  gurh  men  »re  by  Hod  iij  i^  ini.  fl. 

8,  198;  Mails.  Gazette  for  March  17,       TtNd^aMjrtotlwU'r.n  .n  nt^d.'* 
176H;  Bradford.  L  145.  .^hm. 

•  Bernard  to  Shelbumc,  March  5,  '  Hutchiwion's  I^etters  of  March 
1768L  23,  26,  and  27,  and  Oet  4,  1 768,  and 

'  Trumbull  MSS.  iL  170^  in  LO).  Hist  UL  186 ;  Bernard  to  Shelbume, 

Haas.  Uist.  Soo.  March  5  and  12,  1766;  Jour.  U.  of 

*  Otia,  m  the  BoMon  Gaiatte  Ibr  R.  for  1768, 206-210(  MMs.Ga>ene 
Feb.  $9, 1166, Siip^ti  Fdor  Doo*ti^  Btxn.  for  Mnoh  4|iiid  CbMtte  for 
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CHAP.  Oq  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  legislature  came  iu  for  a 
^^^^  share  of  the  reproofe  of  his  cxcellencj,  and  of  some  of  the 
!7r9  members  he  spoke  in  terms  of  the  bitterest  contempt  **  These 
^'    are  the  men,"  said  he,  "  to  whose  importance  everlasdng  cos- 
tenlion  is  necessary.   .   .   .  IMme  and  experience  will  soon 
pull  the  mii.sk  off  these  fabe  patriots,  who  are  sacrificing  their 
oouutiy  to  the  gratification  of  their  own  passions/'* 

Nor  did  he  stop  here.  Satisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to 
expect  from  either  branch  of  the  oonrt^  he  once  more  busied 
himself  in  denomdng  Ihe  charter,  and  inyoked  the  aid  of 
troope  to  asast  in  the  work  of  oppression.  To  give  point  to 
hi.s  appeal,  a  seheiiie  wha  devised  wliieli,  it  was  thought,  if  prop- 
erly nianatjcd,  eould  scarcely  fail  of  success.  The  amiiversarv 
Uat.lS,  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act>  it  was  supposed,  would  be  ob> 
served  in  Boston  with  some  parade;  and  the  governor  con- 
certed that  reports  should  be  circulated  of  a  designed  insnr 
rection  on  that  day,  and  of  danger  to  his  own  person  and  to 
the  Board  of  Customs.  Aware  of  his  intentions,  the  "Sons 
of  Liberty"  labored  to  preserve  order;  rmd  when,  on  the 
morning  of  that  dav,  the  ciligicii  of  Paxton  and  of  Williams 
were  found  suspended  from  Liber^  Tree,  they  were  immediate- 
ly taken  down.*  The  observances  of  the  day  were  conducted 
with  decorum*  At  an  early  hour,  drums  were  beaten,  guns  were 
fired,  and  the  "  whole  town  was  adorned  with  ships'  colors ; " 
uL  tlie  public  dinner,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  toasts  were  drunk  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  to  the  memory  of  several  of 


March  7  1T  ;S|  Prior  Dorfto,  199- 
202.  "The  time  is  not  yet  come," 
wrote  Bernard  to  Shelbumc,  '*  when 
the  Home  ia  to  be  moved  a^inst  pop* 
ular  printere,  however  proogato  and 
flagitious/' 

•  Jour.  H.  of  K.  for  1768,  2H} 
MnM.  Gazette  Extm  for  March  4, 
1768;  Hutchiniton,  iiL  I  S'J ;  Bmdford, 
Hist.  L  143,  and  State  Papers,  120, 
121. 

'  «'lhcreiiM^in  the  ttmeof  i^a 


strong  suspiaon  in  the  mioda  nivmny 

that  the<sO  cni^it's  wore  hiin^  up  by 
some  particidar  ptrsoiu  on  ihrtt  diy, 
wtdi  a  deaign  to a  oolorutg  tu  ju^t 
auch  fepreaentationii  as  Oovemor  oei^ 
nnrd  now  makes.  There  are  person* 
here  cajjable  of  pla)ing  such  a  gumc  ; 
and  there  are  some  ctrcumstaneee 
which  make  it  appear  that  such  a  sus- 
picion was  not  groundless."  Vindioa- 
tion  of  the  Ton  of  Bostou,  & 
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the  martjrrs  of  liberty  ;  ^  but,  though  public  and  private  dwell-  chap. 
ingB  were  generally  illuminated,  do  bon&re  was  lighted  in  the 
ereniiig ;  and  the  "  mob,"  if  there  was  one,  by  the  acknowledge  vm. 
ment  of  Hutchinson  was  onlj  sack  as  had  been  usual "  on  the 
fifth  of  November  and  other  holidays.''*  Bernard,  however, 
wad  not  tu  be  baOlod  ;  and,  siuce,  the  people  would  give  no 
cause  of  oflfence,  he  was  determined  to  make  one.  Hence,  in 
his  despatches  to  England,  he  magnified  these  occurrences  into 
a  terrible  riot  "  Many  httndreda»''  he  affirms, "  paraded  the 
streets  with  yells  and  outcries  which  were  quite  terrible and 
when  the  "  mob  "  passed  his  house^  there  was  "  so  terrible  a  yell 
that  it  was  apprehended  they  were  breaking  in."  '*  I  cau  afford 
no  protection,"  he  continues,  "  to  the  commissioners.  I  hav(i 
not  tiie  shadow  of  auiliority  or  power.  I  am  sure  to  be  made 
obnoxious  to  the  madness  of  the  people  by  the  testimony  I  am 
obliged  to  bear  against  it,  and  yet  left  exposed  to  their  resent- 
ment witbont  any  possible  resort  of  protection.'''  The  com- 
missioners of  the  customs  seconded  these  charges,  and,  to  insure 
tlie  ari  isal  ul'  au  ai  uied  force,  earnestly  appealed  I.0  Coimno- 
dore  Hood,  the  naval  coinmauder  at  Halifax,  for  aid,  and  me- 
moi  iali/.ed  the  treasury  for  trooj».<  to  be  sent  over.* 
Before  these  chaigee  reached  England,  the  Twelfth  Parlia*  Mw.il. 

'  Boitoa  Gaaette  for  March  21,  mere  prooeatton  of  a  post  chariot  or 

1768  ;  Mxss.  Gazette  for  March  24,  t^vn  and  some  sinjjlo  liorse  cluilsts, 

{  Baocroil,  vL  \«itii  a  mob  ul'  boys  aad  idle  people  at 

*  HutchiMon  to  Jadkaon,  March  'their  heel;;,  by  H-ay  of  ovatioii  or  tn< 

23,  176S ;  HisL  UL  188.  Comp,  Ber-  umph  over  the  sUmp  act  There  was 

nord  to  Shelbtirne,  M  irch  19,  1768,  a  procession  of  the  verv  same  mture 

and  see  Mass.  Gazette  tor  March  24  in  liondon  upon  the  anmversar)  ul  ihe 

—  the  or^in  of  the  f^vernmont.  failure  of  the  excise  bill ;  uiul  yet  the 

Gage  to  llillvborouj'h,  Oct.  31,  17(»8,  civil  inui^i-trdtea  of  the  city  London 

averts  that,  accordiii^  to  the  best  in-  never  h«ul  any  luch  severe  cliai^ 

formation  he  had  hem  able  to  pro-  brought  againat  them  for  not  putting 

cure,  the  diHturlnnce  in  March,  so  fiir  a  stop  the  re  to." 

from  being  •  terrible,*  as  the  governor  ^  llemard  to  8hclhume,  March  19 

repre^ients  it,  was  in  truth  trilling."  and 2 1, 1768.  Comp.  Powuall's Speech 

Vindication  of  the  Town  of  Boston.  9.  of  Feb.  1769,  p.  4. 

Pownall,  al-o,  in  his  Speech  in  the  *  ITood,  in  (irenville  Corre«p.  iv. 

House  oi  Commonit,  in  Feb.  1769,  p.  ii06 ;  Mem.  of  Commissioners,  March 

4»aava  the <* diatiuhance'* on  the  I8U1  2S,  1768;  Bancroft,  n.  ISA, 
of  Mareb  **  WW  nothing  more  than  a 
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A  NEW  PABUAMENT  CALLED. 


CHAP,  mcnt  was  dissolvod.    In  the  clectioa  which  ensued,  the  fijstem 
^J;^  of  bribeiy,  which  had  long  been  practised,  was  carried  to  aa 
176S  extent  never  before  known.  The  blood  of  Africa  and  the  tean 
of  Hindostan,  by  a  new  species  of  alchemy,  were  tosnsmnlsi 

into  ^^Il^li^'h  prold  ;  and  seats  in  Parliament  became  an  artide 
of  brokeraire  and  merchandise.  "There  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  borough  to  be  had  now,"  wrote  Chesterfield  to  his  son.' 
^  The  rich  East  and  West  Indians  have  secured  them  all  at  the 
rate  of  three  thoasand  pounds  at  leasts  but  many  at  fbnr  tho» 
8and»  and  two  or  three  at  five  thoosand.''  "  Oeorge  Selwyn 
sold  his  borongh  of  Lndgersball  to  two  members  for  nine  flKNh 
sand  pounds."  In  the  borough  of  Northampton,  a  contested 
election  and  the  petition  which  followed  are  paid  to  liave  tx^t 
the  Earl  ol  Spencer  no  less  than  seventy  thousand  pounds.* 
To  a  Parliament  thus  rotten  were  the  liberties  of  England  and 
America  intrusted.  Obviously,  it  would  have  been  absurd  to 
have  expected  from  Boch  a  body  measures  of  patriotism,  of  pn- 
dence,  or  of  peace.'  Men  who  jest  at  their  own  oormptioe 
will  not.  as  a  joreneral  thinsr,  hesitiitc  to  siinction  the  rilest 
raeftsnr*'^.  I-  it  sni  prisini^  tliat  the  colonies,  wliich  had  relied 
upon  the  integrity  of  Parliament,  should  have  henceforth  re* 
garded  it  as  their  deadliest  foe  V  We  must  be  free,"  was  the 
word  whicb  began  to  circulate.  *'  Laws  are  not  valid  unless 
sanctioned  by  onr  consent."  *'We  wOl  j  ose  any  minister 
who  shall  innovate  an  iota  in  our  privileges."  Dickinson, 


'  Dec.  19,  17fi7,  Mid  April  12, 
1768,  in  Lord  Mulmn's  Hist.  Eiig.  v. 
15)0,  191. 

*  Lord  (Vfnni's  Mems.  iii.  198, 
note}  Frank lin'H  Works,  viL  394} 
BeUham't  Oeo'B*  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Miihoii's  Hist-  Eng.  V.  UH.  romj). 
Bancroft,  vi.  147.  Well  might  the 
poet  indignantly  excbum,  — 

**Comiptiao  raoifra  wUli  gigauitieatrkb^ 
Aiid  ecjifixi  " — *'-f*tT  bb  ihiimilim  flmit 

tc  ht<li> : 

The  Kpr««aiiin)r  Ii^prfxiy  UUnU  ••vitv  j'kH. 
inlbcU  «Mtt  Umbj  and  aickeoi  at  Uu>  boar^ 


Hwu  iDdopeodence  from  hia  dvbe  rotire*, 
Aud  anxiooa  fnwlif  9jm  tm  dncfiai 

firM. 

By  foroi^m  vetOa  w«  BrItWi  Bonla 

cbaoged, 

AadAfi-lcliwBaaaillnilin  -  M:>n  -  avrogtd* 

Kfi  r        U'lt-  r/.-rtr. 

'  "  It  is  at  present,"  wrote  J>e 
Berdt,  May  1 1, 1768,  "^a  tiaje  of  great 
eonfuflion ;  the  hcat.s  and  nnimosity  of 
clectinf?  new  members  of  Parliament 
are  uol  yet  subsided ;  universal  di** 
content  spreads  it>olf  thnMii^h  tba 
kingdom.'^  Bradford,  State  nfOh 
142. 
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*af  Penmrf  Ivania,  the  author  of  tilie  ^  Farmer's  Letters  "  and  a  chaf. 
OMUL  of  singular  calmness  and  moderatloD,  approved  this  coarse. 

* AIroig:lity  God  himself"  —  such  were  his  words  —  "  will  look  1768. 
duwu  upuu  yuur  righteous  coatest  with  approbation.  You  will 
be  a  baud  of  brothers,  strengthened  with  iucoiiccivable  supplies 
of  force  and  constancy  by  the  sympathetic  ardor  which  animates 
good  men  confederated  in  a  good  canse.  You  are  assigned  by 
Divine  Providence,  in  the  appointed  order  of  thing8»  the  pro- 
tectors of  nnbom  ages,  whose  &te  depends  upon  yonr  virtue.''  < 
The  peoj)le  of  Boston  responded  to  thi^  appeal ;  and,  m  a 
mcctiniT  convened  for  the  purpose,  tliauks  were  voted,  and  a  Mir.94? 
committee  wo^  appointed,  consisting  of  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Hancock,  and  Joseph  Warren,  to  greet  the  author  in  the  name 
of  the  town,  as  "  the  friend  of  Americans  and  the  common  ben- 
e&etor  of  mankind."* 

The  circular  of  Massachusetts,  sent  out  in  February,  reached 
England  ia  A()ril  ;  and  it  was  at  once  denounced  as  of  a  most  Apr  lA. 
dangerous  and  factious  teudency,  calculated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  in  the  colonies,  to  promote 
an  unwarrantable  combination,  to  ezdte  and  encourage  an 
open  opposition  to  and  defiance  of  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  to  subvert  the  true  principles  of  the  constitution." '  Let* 
ters  were  written  to  all  the  governors  to  prevail  with  the 
a&ieuibiies  to  take  no  notice  of  this  circular ;  ^  and  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  were  required  to  rescind  Uicir  rcsolu- 
tioDS,  and  to  "  declare  their  disapprobation  of  the  rash  and 
hasty  proceeding."  Should  they  refuse  to  comply,  the  governor 
was  **  immediately  to  dissolve  them.  Upon  their  next  choice. 

1  Farmer'*  Letters,  12;  Franklin'a  Connecticut,  April  29,  176S,in  Truro- 

WoiIm,  I  283 1  Bancroft,  yi  199.  trail  MSS.  ii.  170;  HiUsbomugb  to 

'  rieniLiid  to  TIil!<1)on)ugh,  Mirch   ,  in  MS.  Lftlers  nnd  Papert, 

2S,  1768;  Biwlon  Gazette  for  March  1701-1776,  in  Lib.  Mass.  Hisu  Soc.} 

28,  1 768 ;  Mass.  Gazette  for  March  Letter  to  die  Earl  of  HilUboroogli. 

24,  1 76S.   llie  Boston  Gazette  for  pub.  in  1769,  p.  31 1  OrahKme^  il 

April  25,  Mass.  Gazette  for  April  28,  433. 


*  Trumbull  M6S.  ii.  1 70 ;  Bancroft, 
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BEBNABD  C0BBEBP0ND8  WITH  HILLSBOROUGH, 


CHAP,  he  was  again  to  insist  on  it;  and  if  then  rofn^ed,  he  was  to  do' 
the  like,  and  as  often  as  the  case  should  happen.'' >   As  an 
iTSB.  additional  argnment  to  induce  obedience.  General  Gage,  ^ 
eomtnandeiMn-chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  In  America^  iras 

ordered  to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity.* 

For  some  time  Mr.  Bernard  had  corresponded  with  Hilb- 
borougb,  the  secretarjr  of  state,  and  had  acted  as  informer 
against  the  pro^inoe^  nnd^  the  pledge  that  no  ezposore  should 
be  made  of  his  letters.'  "  It  requires  yonr  lordship's  distin- 
gnished  abilities^"  he  wrote,  to  accomplish  the  most  ardooos 
task  of  reducing  the  colonies  into  good  order ;  "  and  he  ex- 
pn  ^sod  the  hope  that  liC  would  prove  successful.  This  compli- 
ment to  his  talents  was  sofficient  to  insure  a  favorable  receptioa 
to  the  proposals  of  the  governor,  and  the  reply  of  the  secretary 
was  as  flattering  as  heart  conld  wish.  Hutchinson,  anxious  ts 
secure  his  share  of  applause,  chimed  in  with  the  statements  of 
Bernard,  and  rang  the  refrain  in  a  similar  strain.  "  It  only 
needs,"  said  he,  "one  steady  plan,  pursued  a  little  while,  aiid 
success  is  sure."^  Such  suggestions  were  by  no  means  dis- 
plonsinp:  to  the  secretary  ;  and,  as  the  letters  from  the  revenue 
JoBi  a  officers  bore  the  same  burden,  Gage  was  ordered  to  send  a 
rcgim^t  to  Boston,  to  be  permanently  quartered  there  for  the 
assistance  of  the  eiyil  officers  and  the  officers  of  the  cnstoras. 
The  admiralty  was  also  directed  to  send  one  frigate,  two 
sloops,  and  two  cutters  to  lie  stationed  in  Boston  harbor  ;  and, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops,  the  Castle  was  to  be 
repaired  and  occupied.^ 

J  Shelbume  to  Bernard,  April  22,  chusetts  Bay,  enforce  a  dm  thedkmn 

17GS;  De  Berdt  to  the  Spe.ikrr  of  to  the  Inws,  and  jjrotect  and  supjvjrt 

the  House  of  Itej).  July  29,  17G8,  ia  the  civil  magistrates  and  the  otficera 

Bradford**  State  Paijers,  161;  Gm-  of  the  crown  in  the  exeention  of  their 

hame,  li.  435 ;  Bradford,  Hilt,  i  148;  daty." 

Bancroft,  ^i.  144.  »  Bernaid  toHi]laboroiu;fa,Hiy  IS, 

«  Hillsborough  to  C  ige,  April  23,  176a 
1768.   **It  M  hecoine  necessary  that      *  HutdiiiiBon  to  Jaduon,  June  14, 

etirh  measures  should  1*0  takon  as  will  ITdS. 

sUengthen  the  bands  of  the  govern-      *  Hillsborough  to  Gage,  June  8,  to 

ment  in  the  Proviiiee  of  the  Mmro  the  Lads  of  the  Admindty,  June  11, 
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The  annual  election  occurred  before  theae  orders  were  is-  chap. 
mied ;  and  the  General  Court,  when  conTened,  though  thej 
liateDed  to  a  aermon  from  Shute,  of  Hlngham,  ia  which  the  im 
absolute  authority  of  Parliament  was  denied^  and  resistance  to  Mi^25. 

inequitable  laws  was  justified,  evinced  no  disposition  to  stir 
afresh  the  waters  of  strife,  but  patiently  awtiited  the  result  of 
their  apptml  to  the  king,  and  continued  to  contide  in  his  ma- 
jesty's good  wiU.^  Parties^  indeed,  were  so  nearly  equal,  and 
the  disposition  to  overlook  former  miscarriages  so  far  prevaUed, 
that  even  Hutchinson,  whose  friends  brought  him  forward,  for 
the  lagt  time,  as  a  candidate,  lacked  but  three  votes  of  an  elec- 
tion U>  ihr  f'lMiiii  il  ;  but  the  pension  he  liad  accepted  cau.^ed 
liis  tleteat.^  6tung  by  this  rejection,  his  arbitrariness  increased  j 
and  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  —  Pax  ton,  in  particular, 
who  was  his  intimate  iiiend — assumed  the  haughtiest  airs,  and 
cared  not  what  umbrage  was  taken  at  their  course. 

A  ship  of  war,  the  Romney,  had  for  a  month  past  lain  at 
anchor  oflf  in  the  channel  ;  and  her  coniniander.  Captain  Cor- 
ner, under  the  pretence  that  lie  was  in  want  ol  men,  had  ven- 
tured to  impress  a  number  of  seamen  belonging  to  New  Eng- 
land. One  of  these  was  rescued;  but  when  an  attempt  wasju^ie. 
made  to  obtain  the  release  of  another,  by  offering  a  substitute, 
the  captam  exclaimed,  in  a  violent  rage,  "  No  man  shall  go  out 
of  this  vessel.  The  town  is  a  blackguard  town  —  ruled  by 
mobs.  They  have  he^ni  with  me  by  rescuing  a  man  whom  I 
pressed  this  morning  ;  and,  by  the  eternal  God,  I  will  make 
their  hearts  ache  before  X  leave  it.''  ^ 

and  to  Bernard,  June  11;  Norr.  of    1768;  Mass.  Ga^nttc  for  May  26^ 

FacU}  BancroA,  vu  153.   <«As  thia    HGS;  Bancroft,  \i  lol. 

appean  to  be  a  aemoe  of  a  delicate      *  Affidavit  of  N.Watemum.  Comp. 

nature,"  say"  Hillsborough,  "  and  pos~    Ilutcliiiison  to  Jaduoo,  June  1 1 THS, 

sibhf  leaains^  to   eomttquences  not    and  Oliver  to  ,  Mav  11,  1767. 

ra«i/V  forf.sfrn,  I  am  directed  by  the  Letters  from  the  Earl  of  Jiillsborough 
king  to  recommend  to  you  to  make  and  the  Board  of  Trade  were  laid  be- 
choicc  of  an  olT'r  r  for  the  command  fore  the  House, Miy  31,  "concerning 
of  these  tTOO|»  upon  wiiose  prudence,  the  constitution  of  an  agent  for  thia 
rewlution,  and  integrity  you  an  «n-  prorinoe.*'  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  176S|9(K 
tirely  rely."  AfTulwit  of  X.  Watomnn,  an- 

'  'Hutchinson  to  — ^  Jxitf  21,  mexed  to  the  Mem.  presented  by  Da 


352 


THE  SLOOP  LIBEBTT  SEIZED 


CHAP.  About  8un?rt  of  llie  same  day,  aiioiher  step,  of  a  more  violent 
^^^^  nature,  fanned  the  sparks  of  excitement  into  a  flame.  A  sloop, 
1768.  th«  Liberty,  belonging  to  John  Hanooekf  one  of  the  wealthieit 
Jan.  10.  warmest  of  ike  Boston  patriota^  which  had  joat  discharged 
a  cargo  of  wines  and  taken  in  a  freight  of  oil  and  tar  for  a 
new  voyage,  was  seized  for  an  alleged  false  entry,  and,  after 
receiving  the  broad  arrow,  preparation?!  were  made  to  remove 
her  from  the  wharf,  to  be  moored  under  the  shelter  of  the 
guns  of  tlie  Romn^.  The  revenue  officers,  fearing  a  rescofl^ 
signalled  to  the  Romnejr ;  and  a  boati  filled  with  armed  mo, 
was  sent  to  their  aid.  Malcom,  a  trader  at  the  north  part  of 
(he  town,  advised  the  officers  to  let  the  vessel  He  at  the  wharf: 
but  Hallowoll.  the  comptroller,  griiRly  replied,  '  i  shall  not/' 
and  orders  wcie  given  to  cut  the  hi^ts.  "Stop,  at  Ica.-t,  till 
the  owner  comes,"  was  shouted  from  the  crowd  j  ^  but  the 
comptroller,  with  an  oath,  bade  tlie  men  cast  her  off ; "  and 
the  master  of  the  Bomnej  cried,  "111  split  the  brains  of  any 
man  that  offers  to  reeve  a  fast,  or  stop  the  vessel.''  Then,  ton- 
ing to  the  marines,  he  commanded  them  to  fire.  What  ras- 
(ml  is  that,"  criofl  one, "  who  dares  to  tell  the  inarines  to  fire?" 
Harrison,  the  collector,  witnessed  tlieaie  proceedings,  but  re- 
fused to  interfere.  *'  The  owner  is  sent  for,"  it  was  said ;  "  yon 
had  better  let  tha  vessel  lie  at  the  wharf  till  he  comes.''  But 
Hallowell  repeated  bis  orders,  and  added, "  Show  me  the  man 
who  dares  oppose."  Exasperated  at  this  conduct,  Malcom 
shouted, "  We  will  throw  the  people  from  the  Romney  ove^ 
board  ;**  1'ut  Corner,  with  an  oath,  swore  the  vessel  .-.huuld  tro. 
and  again  called  to  the  marines,  "Why  don't  you  fire?  fire, 
I  say  1 "  The  crowd,  on  this,  fell  hack,  and  the  sloop  was 
towed  away.* 

Bordt ;  Hutchinson  to  Jackson,  June  mob,  nor  was  it  of  long  continuance, 
18,  1768;  Jour.  H.  of  K.  for  ITGii,  neither  wat  thera  much  mischief 
25,  30  }  Bancroa,  vl  155.  done." 

^  The  coniiBtMioaers  represented  *  AfRdftvit*  of  Joseph  Piper,  WO- 
this  ns  a  "  numerous  moh;  but  the  Ham  Rots,  Ciltb  Hoji'vins,  .^c.  an- 
Vindication  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  nexcd  to  the  mcmoriiil  ot  J>e  lienU 
^  10^ia)r%'*I(iiw  not  a  DttDMioiii  of  July  21 )  Depodtion  of  Hallowd^ 
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As  the  offioers  of  the  cnstonie  retired,  the  crowd  followed  cbap/ 
al  ihfiur  heeh,  pelting  them  with  stones  and  bricks  and  dirt , 
hot,  saye  a  few  ilesh  wonnds,  no  serioas  injury  was  done.^   On  1768. 

reaching  their  houses,  the  moh  broke  in  the  windows,  and 
frightened  their  faiuilie?^  ;  and,  soon  after,  seizing  a  pleasure 
boat  belonging  to  the  cuatom  house^  it  was  dragged  in  triumph 
from  the  water  side  to  the  Common,  and  burned.  Hancock, 
Warren,  and  Samnel  Adams  had  already  met  to  deliberate  as 
to  what  shonid  be  done ;  but,  an  boor  before  midnight,  the 
word  was  given,  "  Each  man  to  his  tent."  The  crowd  dis- 
persed, and  all  was  qniet.' 

Saturday  and  Sunday  passed  without  disturbance.   The  gov- 
ernor convened  the  GouncU,  to  advise  with  them;  and,  after' 
some  altercation,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  the 
ftcts  attending  the  seizore.  This,  however,  did  not  satisfy  the 
officers,  who  trembled  for  their  own  safety ;  and  four  of  the 
five  went  with  their  lUiailies  on  board  the  Roiuney.^  On 
Monday,  a  placard  called  upon  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  to  meet  Jua.li» 
the  n<nt  day  at  '*  Liberty  Hall,"  a  name  given  to  the  space 
aroond  Liberty  Tree.^  A  vast  crowd  responded  to  this  call ;  ^  Jmi.  14. 
a  chairman  was  chosen ;  and  &e  selectmen  were  requested  to 
caU  a  le^al  meeting  that  afternoon  at  three  o'clock.   At  that 
hour  the  meeting  wad  held;  but,  Huding  liio  concourse  so 


in  Mems.  of  the  Commissioners,  June 

le,  1768 }  Hutchinson  to  ,  June 

IS,  17ea  and  Hint  SL  190}  Boston 
News-  I,otlor  for  June  IH.  ITGS. 

'  The  orticers,  indeed,  alleged  more 
seriotis  injuries  ;  but  their  account  of 
the  affiiir  in  in  moKt  respects  exagger> 
ated.  Src  Ilfnvtrt]  to  Hill'shoronfvhf 
Jime  11  and  13,  1768,  and  Mem.  of 
the  CooiniiHionerii  June  16,  176St 
and  com  p.  Mem.  of  Man.  in  Prior 
Doc'ts  222. 

•  Bernard  to  HilLnborouprh,  June 
11,  176N;  Hutchinson  tn  — ,  June 
1 H  and  \u^.  1768,  and  HwL  iii.  191  { 
Bancroil,  vi.  lil, 

9  JtffiM.  1^  f?ffiniwittwiiCTiij 

YOL.  II.  28 


June  16,  1768;  Hutchlnwn,  Hist, 
iii.  191 :  GrenviUe  Corresp.  iv.  322 1 
Bfadlbrd,  i  156,  *■  It  has  oeen  vmu 

for  the  c  ommi'xsionrrs!  to  affect  an  ap- 
prehension of  danger  to  themselves 
and  their  families,  to  senre  the  pur- 
poses they  had  in  view.*  Vindk.  ol  - 
the  Town  of  Boston,  ."i ;  comp.  Ibid- 14. 

*  Bernard  to  HiliMborougb,  June 
16, 1768L     This  tree,**  aaye  the  gov- 
ernor, "  Ins  often  put  me  in  mind  of  * 
Jack.  Cade'H  Ucik  of  Heformation," 

*  See  the  Commissioners'  Report. 
Bernard,  to  HilNlwrouirh,  June  IS^* 
1768,  sa}-«!,  "  at  least  4000  men,  many- 
having  come  out  of  the  oountiy  &a 
that  purpose." 
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CHAP,  great  timt  Faneuil  Uall  would  not  hold  all,  tliey  adjourned 
^J^J;^  to  the  meeting  bouse  of  the  Old  South  Church,  of  which  Dr. 
17M.  Sewall  WW  the  pMtor.  James  Otis  was  chosen  modecator ; 
and  Qpon  his  appesraiKse  he  was  "  nsbered  into  the  hall  bj  sa 
almost  aniTersal  clap  of  hands.**  An  addrcBS  to  the  governor 
was  uDaniniouBly  voted ;  and  a  committee  of  twenty-one,  of 
which  Tyler  was  at  the  head,  was  appointed  to  pr».»scut  it. 
tw^iA,  The  meeting  was  then  a4jouraed  to  the  following  daj»  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and,  on  reassembling,  Otis  deliTsnd 
a  speech,  recommending  in  the  stroogest  terms  the  presarfa- 
lion  of  order,  and  expreesing  the  hope  that  the  grievances  thqr 
had  suffered  would  be  speedily  redressed.  **  If  not,"  he  added, 
•*and  wc  are  called  on  to  defend  our  liberties  and  privileges, 
I  hope  and  believe  we  shall,  one  and  all,  resitit  even  unto 
blood.  Bat  I  praj  God  Almighty  4hat  this  may  never  so 
happen*"  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  pnrpose*  waited  npon  the 
goremor  at  his  residence  In  Boxbnry, — proceeding  tiiitiier  ia 

a  proa^ission  of  eleven  chaises,  —  and  presented  ihc  acldres3. 
The  language  of  this  address  v^as  pointed  and  clear.  "To 
contend  with  our  parent  state" — such  were  its  words  —  ''is, 
in  oor  idee,  the  most  shocking  and  dreadinl  extremity ;  bat 
tamely  to  rolinqnish  the  only  seonri^  we  and  onr  posted^ 
retain  of  the  enjoyment  of  onr  lives  and  properties,  withoot 
one  struggle,  is  so  hamiliating  and  base  that  we  cannot  support 
the  reflection.  It  is  at  your  option,  we  apprehend,  in  your 
power,  and  we  would  hope  in  your  inclination,  to  prevent  this 
distressed  and  justly-inccnsed  people  from  effecting  too  much, 
and  from  the  shame  and  reproach  of  attemptmg  too  little. 
•  .  We  flatter  ourselves,  therefore,  that  your  excellency  will, 
in  tenderness  to  the  people,  use  the  best  means  in  yonr  power 

*  Bermnd  to  HIHfborongli,  Jom  ibid. ;  Botton  Km  letter  Ibr  Jim 

anrl  18,  176S;  thr  Cnmmia-  16  and  "2^,  176S. 

•ionerH  to  Commodore  Hood,  J luie  15,  '  **  Which  wbs  in  genenl  veiy  ze> 

1768,  in  Meint.t  aUo,  Letter  to  the  ipeotable,**  aays  Bernud. 
Ownroiiriniw^  liow  14^  116fl^  b 


Digitized  by  Google 


APDSBBS  TO  THE  OOTSSROB* 


866 


to  remoTO  (be  ofhor  grievaoces  we  to  justly  complain  of,  and  ohap. 
iflBoe  yoar  immediate  order  to  the  commander  of  his  majesty's 
ship  Romney  to  remove  from  this  harbor,  till  wo  shall  be  ascer-  1768. 
taioed  of  the  hucccsh  of  our  application."* 

The  governor  received  this  address  with  marked  cbsequioua- 
nees ;  *  but  on  the  following  day,  in  his  reply,  he  refused  to 
order  the  removal  of  the  Bomn^,  which,  he  aaid,  was  not 
aal^t  to  his  direction,  and  cleared  himself  of  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  affray  which  had  occurred.  In  conclusion  he  re- 
marked, "  I  shall  think  myself  most  highly  honored  if  I  can  be, 
in  the  lowest  degree,  an  instrument  in  procuring  a  perfect  reo- 
onciliation  between  you  and  the  parent  state/'  ^  The  dignity 
of  his  ezcellencj,  however,  was  seriously  shocked  at  the  hamil- 
iatiiig  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  the  wonnd  which 
his  pride  had  received  rankled  too  deeply  to  be  easily  healed. 
Hence  no  sooner  iiad  lie  delivered  this  message  than  hu  joined 
with  the  officers  in  magnifying  the  "  riot "  into  an  "insurrec- 
tion,'' and  in  soliciting  an  armed  force  to  be  sent  to  their  relief. 
The  comptroller  and  the  collector,  as  well  as  his  escellenqr, 
reported  a  general  spirit  of  insnrrection,  not  only  in  the  town, 
bnt  thronghont  the  province ; "  and  the  commissionerB,  in  a 
body,  applied  to  Commodore  Hood,  who  was  at  Halifax,  and 
to  Oaere,  who  was  at  New  York,  for  further  protection.* 
Their  despatches  to  England  were  of  the  same  tenor ;  and, 
after  remarking  that  the  "  loog<»ncerted  and  extensive  plan 
of  resistance  to  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  had  broken 
OQi  in  "  actual  yiolenee  sooner  than  was  intended,''  they  urged 
that "  nothing  but  the  immediate  exertion  of  military  power 

*  Boitaa  Nemi  Letter  ferJime S3*  beinwridng.  I  Aea  had  wine  htnd- 

1768  i  Bradford,  State  Papers,  and  ed  round ;  and  they  left  me,  highly 

IH'L  i. ;  Pn<Mr  Doc*t8^  263}  Fnnk-  pleased  with  their  reception,  especi  illy 

lia's  Workn.  iitxt  jKirt  of  them  which  hid  not  beun 

*  "I  received  them,"  leys  his  ex-  used  to  an  interview  with  me." 
oellenc}-,  "  with  ail  po«Mble  civility,      '  Reply  of  Bernard,  in  Maaa.  Gb^ 
and,  living  heard  their  petition,  I  eett^&c. 

talked  very  ^ly  with  them  upon  ibe  ^  *  Gage  and  Hood  to  the  Ombiiu^ 

•ubject,  but  postponed  giving  a  formal  nonefii  ilk  Memai  luly  11, 1768. 
•imrer  till  the  next  day,  a»  it  ahould 
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CHAP,  could  preYeat  aa  open  revolt  of  tUo  town  of  Boston,  and  piob- 

ablj  of  the  pcoraoes." » 
17M.     The  General  Coiirt  was  in  session  at  this  tinier  hoi  did  not 
interpose,  leaving  the  people  to  settle  the  affisor  in  thar  own 
way.    But  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  though  they  deprecated 

Jim.  17-  violence,  did  not  hesitate  to  speak  their  minds  frooly  and  drew 
up  a  series  of  instructions  to  their  representatives,  iu  which, 
alter  affirming  their  fixed  resolution  to  maintain  their  loyalty 
and  dntj  to  their  most  graoioiis  sovereign,  a  reverent  and  due 
snbordination  to  the  British  Parliament  as  the  snpfrease  kgislsr 
ture  in  all  cases  of  necessity  for  the  preservation  of  the  whole 
empire,  and  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  for  the  preservation 
of  peace  aud  order  among  themselves,  —  waiting  with  auxioos 
espoctatiou  for  a  favorable  answer  to  the  petition?  and  solici- 
tations of  the  continent  for  relief^-*  they  declared  that  it  was 
Iheir  "  unalterable  rcsolntion  to  assert  and  vindicate  their  dear 
and  invaluable  rights  and  liberties  at  the  utmost  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes,"  and  expressed  the  "full  and  rational 
conildcuce  that  no  design  formed  against  tbeni  would  ever 
prosper."  In  oondnsion,  they  instructed  them  to  "  forward,  if 
thej  thought  expedient,  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  reso- 
lutions tiiat  every  person  solidtiug  or  promoting  the  importa* 
tionof  troops  should  be  pronounced  an  enemy  to  the  town 
and  province,  and  a  disturber  of  the  pea<^  aud  good  order  of 
botIi."« 

In  the  midst  of  this  excitement,  the  instructions  which  had 
been  sent  over  by  the  secretary  of  state,  that  Maaeachusetts 
should  rescind  her  resolutions  against  importing  goods  from 
England,  came  to  hand ;  and  the  governor,  after  consulting 

'  Mems.  of  the  Commissioners,  *  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  June 
June  16,  1768.  •'Unless  we  have  16  and  18,  1768 ;  Boston  News  Let- 
immediately  two  or  three  re^runents,  ter  for  June  23,  176B ;  Htitehnison,  ill 
'tis  the  opinion  of  all  the  finendtt  to  App.  K.  "They  hrokp  up  qmetly." 
government  that  Boston  will  be  in  says  the  governor,  **and  toere  is  an 
open  rebellion."  Letter  of  Futon,  oadof  the  meetiiig" 
June  90, 1768. 
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with  HtttehiiiBon  and  01iTer»  sent  to  the  House  a  meieage,  chap. 
acoompamed  with  extracts  firom  the  letter  of  Hfl]8b(inHigh.>  Jii^ 
This  menage  was  read  ODoe»  and  waa  ordered  to  a  aeoond  1768. 
reading  in  the  afternoon,  when  floor  and  gallery  were  filled  ^'^^^ 

witli  auditors;  ami  Otis,  whose  clarion  voice  rang  through  the 
hall,  in  a  masterly  spewh  of  two  hours'  length,  tilled  with  vol- 
canic borata  of  passion,  set  forth  ln&  ol^ections  to  a  oomplianoe 
with  the  requisition.* 

It  was  well  known  that  the  gOTemor  had  diligentlj  corre- 
sponded wiA  the  secretary,  and  had  nusrepresented  the  Yiewa 
and  the  condact  of  the  people  ;  and,  as  he  had  communicated 
to  the  House  but  {)art  of  the  letter  just  received,  and  none  of 
his  own  letters,  they  desired  him  to  lay  before  tiieni,  not  only  Jan.  23. 
the  whole  of  the  letter  of  Hiilsboroogh  and  the  king's  instmo* 
tions,  but  that  *'  he  would  be  pleased  to  add  copies  of  his  own 
letters  relating  to  the  sobject  of  the  aforesaid  message."  With 
this  reqaest  he  was  unwilling  to  comply.  He  was  ready  to  JolM. 
-uiJinit  the  letter  of  Hillsborough  ;  but  his  own  letters,  he  as- 
sured them,  he  would  never  make  public  but  upon  his  own 
motion  and  for  his  own  reasons."  But  this  refusal  availed  him 
nothing.  Copies  of  the  letters  had  been  obtained,  and  the 
House  knew  their  contentB,'  Th^  were  not,  therefore,  acting 
in  the  dark.  They  were  well  informed  of  his  excellency^ 
proceedings,  and  were  determined  to  call  him  to  an  acoonnt. 
Hence  their  course  was  decided.  The  ministry,  they  were  sen- 
sible, was  bent  on  humbling  them ;  the  eyes  of  all  were  iasteued 

*  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  June  the  mutit  violent  and  virulent  nature.** 
25, 1768 1  Boeton  Oaaette  for  July  4  He  ttbtned  all  peraona  in  anthoffitT," 

and  18,  1768;  Mass.  Oa/ettc  for  June  hciiilils,  "both  here  and  at  home,  lie 

23  and  July  7,  17G8 ;  Br.idford,  Slate  indeed  excepted  the  king's  person,  but 

Piijjers,  HJ-160;  Prior  Doc'is  203  ;  traduced  his  government  with  all  the 

Juur.  H.  of  R.  fiur  n66»  68,  72,  7d.  bitterness  of  words." 

A  similar  contrnversy  occurred  e;irlier  '  They  were  published  in  jxunphlet 

in  this  year,  when  a  jxirtioD  of  the  let-  form  by    Edes  and  Gill,  m  Queen 

ter  of  SbelbuTM  tot  oomniiiiiiGated  Stieev  in  1760.   Reaotve  of  H.  of 

to  the  House.  Biadfind, Slate Papen^  7;  in  Jr)ur.  for  June,  1760,  and  Hntd- 

1 1^1 18.  lurd.  State  Papers,  160.  Comp.  Uutch- 

*  Bematd,  to  HtUsborough,  Jime  iiuioii,  EL  184, 195. 
88k chuactamee  tbii  •peeoh  is  "ct 
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CHAP,  upon  them  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  peril  shooid  thej  shhuk  £nm 
the  encounter  ?  From  Virginia,  from  New  Jewey,  from  Ceih 
im,  neetioa^  and  from  Georgia  letters  had  been  received  apppoviiig 
tiieir  proceedings,  and  tendering  sympathj.^  Shooid  they  dis- 
appoint the  expoctations  which  had  every  where  been  fbraied? 
Tiien  would  thej  deserve  to  be  left  to  their  fate. 

For  a  full  we<jk  the  allaii-  wa^  iu  »us(jeiise.     To  com{)ly 
with  the  mandate  of  the  king  was  to  give  up  all.    And  should 

Jva.S8.  they  retrace  their  steps  when  they  had  gone  so  far  ?  At  length 
the  governor  demanded  a  definite  answer,  and  informed  IIimb 
that  longer  delay  would  be  constmed  as  a  refosal.  The  Hoias 

Jiiii.29.  asked  a  recess  to  consult  their  coustitueuts  ;  but  it  was  refused. 
Upon  this  the  question  was  taken  viva  voce ;  and  out  of  one 
hundred  and  nine  votes  cast,  but  seventeen  were  in  the  affirm- 
ative.* A  message  was  sent  to  the  governor  informing  him  of 

Juuso.  this  decision,  and  a  long  letter  was  draughted  to  be  sent  to 
Hillsborough.*  In  accordance  with  his  instructions,  the  gov- 

ittijr  1.  emor  prorogued  the  Hoose,  and  the  next  day,  by  proclamatioo, 
dissolved  the  court.''  Thus  Massuchusctts  was  without  a  legis- 
lature, and  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  at  the  mere/  of 
their  foes. 

Jdy.  In  July,  HalloweU,  the  conmiissioner  of  the  costoms,  arrived 
in  England  as  the  aocnser  of  the  province.  The  letters  he 
took  with  htm  were  nameroos,  and  great  was  the  dismay  caosed 

by  his  appearance.  At  London,  at  Liverpool,  at  Bristol,  and 
at  other  portis,  the  excitement  was  general.  Stocks  fell ;  me^ 
chants  grew  anxious;  and  those  who  had  debtors  in  the  colo- 
nies fancied  themsdves  ruined.^  The  anger  of  the  ministry 

'  Jour.  II.  of  R.  for  1768,  App.  6  to  vote  a^nst  the  government  side 

et  seq. ;  Boston  Gazette  for  June  27,  of  a  question — so  greatlv  hax-e  mhxxt- 

1768 ;  Prior  Do^fa,  213-220 1  Hiitoh-  atkn  tad  bil&ntdatiOQ  gained  ground." 

inson,  iil.  19G  ;  Bancroft,      1G4.  '  This  letter  is  given  in  full  in  Bmd- 

•  Bernard  to  Hillslxirou^h,  July  1,  ford,  State  Pa|)ers,  151-158;  Jour. 

1768 ;  Hutchinson,  iiL  197  ;  Jour.  R  H.  of  R.  for  1768,  App. ;  Prior  Doc'ts, 

of  R  for  1768,  85,  86,  88,  89-94.  206-210. 

Among  the  nvyority,"  sjiys  Bernard,  *  Bernard  to  HiUsbonw^  JlOM 

**  were  many  meiubers  who  were  scarce  17  and  Jul^'  1,  1768>. 

evw  luunm  upon  any  othflr  oocBNon  *  Hutdiimon'o  Letter  of  OoL  ^ 
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knew  no  boimcls.  To  be  thns  bearded  and  set  at  defiance  by  chap. 
a  **paroel  of  renegades^**  a  "fiustioiiB  mob,"  a  "rascally  rabble^'' 
ms  a  tbing  not  to  be  endured ;  **  and  the  violent  denonnced  itss. 

•* vengeance  against  the  insolent  town  of  Boeton." *  "If  the 
gOTernment,"  they  urged,  "now  gives  way,  a.>.  il  did  about  the 
stamp  act,  it  will  be  all  over  with  its  authority  in  America.*** 
They  had  forgotten  the  memorable  predictions  of  PownaU ; 
"  Believe  me^  there  is  not  a  provinoe^  a  colony,  or  a  plantation 
that  will  sabndt  to  a  tax  thns  imposed.  Don't  ftncj  that  jon 
can  diTide  the  people  upon  this  point  Yon  will  by  this  con* 
duct  only  unite  them  the  more  injjoparably.  The  people  of 
America,  univer?all?,  unitedly,  and  uualtcral)ly,  are  resolved  not 
to  submit  to  any  internal  tax  imposed  upon  them  by  any  ]e<risla- 
tnre  m  which  they  have  not  a  share  by  representatiTes  of  their 
own  election.  This  daim  most  not  be  understood  as  though 
it  were  only  the  pretences  of  party  leaders  and  demagogues  ; 
as  though  it  were  only  the  visions  of  speculative  entliusiasts  ; 
as  though  it  were  the  ebullition  of  a  faction  which  must  sub- 
side ;  as  though  it  were  only  temporary  or  partial.  It  is  the 
oool,  deliberate,  principled  maxim  of  every  man  of  business  in 
the  eonatry."*  Such  words,  spoken  by  one  who  knew  the 
people,  should  have  reoeiTed  more  attention.  Bnt  the  states- 
men of  Engkind  were  too  obstinately  bent  on  hnmbling  Amer- 
ica to  liiitcn  to  warning?* ;  and  they  preferred  the  risk  of  losing 
the  colonies  to  yielding  the  claim  of  authority  over  them. 

The  examination  of  the  collector  took  place  at  the  treasury  J«ljr  2L 
chambers^  in  the  presence  of  Lord  North,  Jenkinson,  and 
Campbell ;  and,  though  he  snbssqnently  saw  fit  to  file  certain 
**  corrections  "  to  his  testimony,*  there  was  enough  in  it  as  ori- 

1768.     It  is  not  titrange  that  meas-  '  JohnsoD  to  Pitkin,  July  23, 176St 

uret  dHmM  be  itnmecUately  taken  to  Buieraft,  iri  174. 

reduce  tlio  colonies  to  their  former  •  Bancroft,  vi.  174. 

•tate  of  go\  cnimcnt  and  order  ;  hut  '  Speech  of  May  Id,  1767,  in  Pji- 

that  the  national  funds  i»buuld  be  or  Doc*ts,  162,  Hj.k 

fiscted  by  it,  ia  to  me  a  littte  mTaleri-  *  MS.  Letters  und  Phpen.  1761- 

OMindinupriiiiig."  1776,  fiiL  80,  in  lib.  MaM.  Hiit.  Sooi 
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COMPLAINTS  OF  HALLOWELL. 


CHAP,  ginally  given  to  prompt  to  action.  True,  be  did  not  affirm 
that  the  determination  to  break  the  reveane  laws  was  imaiiir 
17ML  nous ;  for  Salem  aod  Marblehead  had  not  resisted  them,  and 
'*the  better  sort  of  people  would  be  for  government  if  Hiif 
eonld  be  protected ; "  but  the  Boetoneers  "  had  defied  the  laws, 
and  the  infection  might  spr^d.  Nor  did  he  a.<sei  t  that  the 
ofiicei*s  who  remained  were  iusulted  after  tlie  first  outbreak  ; 
but  they  were  daily  expecting  to  be  driven  awaj,  for  the  vei> 
min^  were  to  be  expelled*  He  inasted,  however, — and  ia 
this  he  echoed  the  repfeeentationB  of  Bernard, —  that ''then 
had  been  a  long-conoerted  and  extensive  plan  of  resistance  to 
the  authority  of  Great  Britain  ; *  and,  a  copy  of  the  memorial 
being  .--ent  to  iiiUsij<jruugh  *  the  lonls  of  the  tre^snrv  united 
in  declaring  that  "nothing  fihort  of  the  immediate  exertion  of 
military  power  conid  prevent  an  open  revolt  of  the  town,  which 
would  probably  spread  thronghout  the  provinces."'  The  conn- 

JaiyM.  ter  memorial  of  the  province,  presented  by  De  Berdti  charged 
the  blame  of  the  riot  to  the  imprudence  of  the  officers,  and  the 
commander  of  the  Romney ;  and  this  memorial  was  sti  cngih- 
cned  by  affidavit^}  taken  on  the  epot.  But  of  what  avail  was 
such  a  defence,  or  any  defence,  to  those  wlio  had  beforehand 
resolved  what  to  do  7  Bedford  and  his  followers  clamored  for 
troops  to  be  sent  over  to  subdue  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
aod  for  a  striking  example  to  be  made  of  the  most  forward,  to 
iiiiipire  the  other  colouieo  wiih  terror.  Weymouth  fell  iu  uiili 
this  pio|>ui?al.  But  Shelburut-,  more  friendly  to  America,  de- 
clared that  it  would  be  absurd  to  send  a  single  additional 
soldier,  or  a  vessel  of  war,  to  reduce  the  colonies^  as  they  woold 
return  to  their  allegiance  from  affioction  and  from  interest^  if 

and  fol.  83,  where  the  cnm-rtions  are  tem  mid  Pap^r^.  I7fi1-1776,  foL  82; 

given;  IJnulshiiw  to  l'<>\vnall,  Xov.  BmdHlmw  to  I'ownall.  July  22  and 

22,  ITfiH.  Aug.  31,111  the  pamphlet  pubfidwd 

'         of  the  Examination  )^  TT  il-  in  Boston, 
ioweli,  iu  the  pamphlet  printed  in      '  Nanr.  of  Facts  ;  Bradshaw  to 

BoetoiL  Pownall,  July  22,  1768 ;  Bancroft,  ii 

*  Letterof  Bniddiaw,inMS.I.et-  17C 
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ODoe  Hie  lawB  of  wbicb  thej  complaiiied  vere  modified.  But  chap. 
moderate  comieelB  were  despised  ;  and  the  king^       was  per* 

sonally  concerned  to  enforct^  his  autliority,  btjcame  importuuate  nea. 
that  Shelburne  should  be  dismissed.* 

A  few  days  later  a  meeting  of  the  cabinet  was  held,  and  a  July  27. 
miion'of  partleB  was  sought  to  be  effeeted  on  the  baais  of  the 
dedaratorj  act*  With  Massachiisetta^  it  was  thought^  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  deal,  if  that  was  the  only  refractory  province ; 
and  Boston  was  to  be  proceeded  against  ''with  Die  utmost 
severity."  Scarcely  a  voice  opposed  theiie  measures  ;  and  when 
the  proposition  was  advanced  that  two  additional  regiments^ 
of  five  hondred  men  each,  should  be  sent  over,  and  that  a 
change  should  be  made  in  the  provincial  charter,  it  was  assent- 
ed to  without  division,  and  almost  without  debate.^  Bernard, 
in  the  mean  time,  received  from  Gage  an  oflfer  of  troops  when  joiy2. 
he  should  desire  tiiem  ;  but  the  Council,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated this  offer  under  an  iujunctioa  of  secrecy,  did  not  consider  JulrSS 

■adSf* 

the  troops  neoessaiy.'  The  governor  dared  not  dissent  from 
their  opinion,  and  wrote  to  Hillsborough  for  pontive  orders 
not  to  call  a  new  assembly  until  the  people  diould  get  truer 

notions  of  their  rights  and  interests."*  The  merchants  of  Bo» 
ton.  whose  attempts  to  prevent  importations  had  been  hitherto 
attended  with  but  partial  success,  rallied  once  more ;  and  a  ^^1^ 
laigennmber  —  all  but  sixteen,  it  is  said — signed  an  agree- 
ment, absolute  ui  its  terms,  that  they  would  send  for  no  mer- 
chandise from  Great  Britain,  articles  of  neceeaity  only  excepted, 
for  a  year  from  the  following  January  ;  and  tea,  paper,  glass, 
painters'  coloi-s,  <&c.,  upon  which  duties  had  been  imposed,  were 


*  Mem.  of  De  Berdt,  of  Xnly  24, 

176R ;  Frances  to  Chni«cu!.  July  29, 
17tiH;  Grafton's  Autobiog.  in  Baa- 
'  Crofl,  vi.  175. 

»  Cam(irnt.:>nrii't.in,S,/pt.  4,  176S, 
m  Giafion'fi  Autobiog.;  .Mauduit  to 
Hatehmaoii,  in  Booton  Chrauielej 
HillsbonMBh  to  Bemaid,  Inly  80, 
1766L 


'  Gage  to  the  Coramimionera  of  the 
Customs,  June  21. 17fiS,  in  Mems.  of 
Commissioners  for  July  11,  1768j 
Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  July  30^ 
176N;  Postscript  to  Boston  News 
Letter  for  Oct.  13, 1768)  Boston  Ua- 
sette  for  Oct  10,  1768. 

*  B«naidtoHQbboRiqgli»Aqg;6^ 
176& 
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CHAP,  particularly  prohibited.*    Nor  was  the  anniversary  of  the 
outbreak  against  the  stamp  act  forgotten*   A  vast  oonoonne 
im.  of  people  aasembled  at  Liberty  Tree,  and,  after  i^idng  there^ 
a  procession  of  chariots  and  fifty  or  sixty  chaises  proceeded  to 

Roxbury,  to  an  entertainment  provided  for  the  occasion.  The 
selectmen  of  Boston  and  the  represeutatives  of  the  town  fijrnioi 
part  of  the  company ;  and  the  day  passed  pleasantly  and  with- 
out disturbance.^ 

Ang.i9.  Fire  days  later  the  vote  of  the  legialatore,  refosiiig  to  re- 
scind the  resolntioDS  against  importation,  reached  England; 
and  Lord  Mansfield  signalized  the  warmth  of  his  zeal  by  pn)- 
posing  that  the  refractory  memberB  of  the  Hou^e  should  l>e 
sent  for  to  answer  for  iheir  disloyal  conduct.  "Where  rebel- 
lion begins,"  said  he,  "  t)ie  laws  cease ;  and  they  can  invoke 
none  in  thehr  fovor."  "^The  Americans,*'  he  insisted,  '*miiBt 
first  be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  antliority  of  Parliament ; 
and  it  is  only  after  having  reduced  them  to  the  most  entire 
obedience  tliat  an  inquiry  can  be  made  into  their  real  or  pre- 
tended grievances."  3  In  every  European  court  tlie  ;  i  »Lnes3 
of  the  struggle  was  viewed  with  interest.  It  was  the  theme 
of  discossion  and  gossip  in  Paris ;  at  Madrid,  the  Spanish  mui- 
jstiy  were  concerned  lest  their  own  colonies  shoald  **  catch  the 
flame."  ^  The  discossion  in  England  agitated  all  classes.  Cam- 

Sept.  4.  den  was  alarmed  "because  the  colonics  were  more  sober,  and, 
consequently,  more  determined,  iu  tlie  prcj>ent  opposition  than 
they  were  upon  the  stamp  act."  What,  then,  is  to  be  done?" 
was  the  inquiry  of  Qrafton.  "Indeed,  my  lord,  I  do  not 
know,**  was  the  reply*  "  Parliament  cannot  repeal  the  reve- 


*  Bernard  to  Hilkbcnroiigh,  Aug.  9, 

1768 ;  Hutcfatnaon  to  » Aug.  10, 

176B ;  Boston  News  Letter  tat  Aug. 

18»  1768. 

•  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  Aug. 
29,  1768;  Boston  Gazette  for  Aug.  22, 
I7fi8 ;  Hutchinson,  iii.  201, 202  ;  R m- 
croft,  vL  179.  The  olj&enance  this 
year  ma  on  Monday,  Aug.  15,  tnd 


the  toasts  drunk  were  45  in  number. 
**  The  jojr  of  the  day  was  manly,  umI 

an  uninterrupted  reguhli^  praiuled 
through  the  whole." 

•  Frances  to  Choiseul,  Sept  16  and 
29,  17()%  in  Bancroft,  vi.  ls2. 

*  Walpole's  Geoigo  III.  iiL  253; 
Bancrolt,  tl  162. 
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niie  Bid,  for  that  wonid  admit  the  American  principle  to  be  chap. 
right,  and  their  own  doctrine  erroneous.   The  law  most  be  ,^^1^ 

executed  ;  btu  how  it  ahall  be  executed  I  cannot  say.    Boston  1768. 
is  the  ringleading  province  ;  and  if  mj  country  is  to  be  chas- 
tised, the  punishment  ahonld  be  levelled  there.''  ^ 

The  patriots  of  Boston  had  long  been  admoniehed  of  the 
neoeasity  of  Tigilanoe,  if  thej  would  defeat  the  schemes  which 
tiireatened  their  min ;  and  Samuel  Adams,  in  whom  independ- 
ence was  an  "  orig-inal  sin,"'^  })leaded  for  it  earnestly  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places.  "  Wo  will  never  become  slaves,"  said 
he.  "  We  will  submit  to  no  tax.  We  will  take  up  arms,  and 
shed  our  last  drop  of  blood,  before  the  king  and  the  Parlia- 
meat  ahall  impose  on  us,  or  settle  crown  officerSi  independent 
of  the  colonial  legislatmre,  to  dragoon  ns."  '  Nor  was  Adams 
tlie  only  one  in  whose  breast  the  lires  of  liberty  were  kindling. 
All  of  the  resolute  burned  to  vindicate  their  righu  wliicli  had 
been  trampled  upon  ;  and  early  in  the  ensuing  month  a  paper  s«pt.  4 
appeared  in  the  Boston  Qazette,  in  the  form  of  "  queries,'^  de- 
signed to  concentrate  the  action  of  the  people.  "  If  any  should 
be  sent  to  reduce  us  to  slavery,"  —  such  was  the  language  it 
held,  —  "  we  will  put  our  lives  in  our  hands,  and  cry  to  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  will  do  right,  saying,  'Behold,  how 
they  come  to  cast  us  out  of  this  province,  which  thou  hast  given 
US.  Help  us,  0  Lord  our  God ;  for  we  rest  on  thee,  and  in 
thy  name  we  go  against  this  multitude.*'  * 

Two  days  later  the  Senegal,  one  of  the  Tessels  stationed  in  Sept.  7* 
the  harbor,  weighed  her  anchor,  and  left  the  port ;  and  on  the 
fuiltMvhig  day  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  sailed  for  Xova  Scotia.  Sept.  ft. 
Bernard  himself  gave  out  that  both  these  vesseis  had  gone  tor 


*  Gkmpbell,  v.  279}  Ounden  to 
Grafton,  Sept.  4,  1768,  in  Oiafton't 
Auuibiog. ;  Bancrott,  vi.  183. 

•  T.  HoUis  to  A.  EUot,  July  1, 
17e8i  xdtttive  U>  the  American  people 
generally.  Vou  are  an  nn^mrioiis 
people.   There  in  original  sin  in  you. 


You  aie  asierton  of  liberty  eod  Uie 

princij)le8  of  the  revolution." 

'  Athda\it«  in  the  State  Paper  Of- 
fice, London,  quoted  in  Bancn^  ifL 

m,  u»4. 

*  ClericuA  Americanni,  in  Boatoa 
Gazette  for  Sept.  6,  ITtiSu 
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364  ▲  TOWN  MBBTINO  CALLED. 

CHAP,  troops  ;  and  the  intelligence  startled  the  ):K3ople.^  Immediately 
,J^^  a  petition  was  signed  for  a  town  meeting,  to  be  heid  on  the 
irn.  following  Monday,  ^'to  consider  of  the  most  wise^  oonstiti' 
tional,  loyal,  and  salntarj  measores  "  to  be  taken  in  this 


gcncy.  Already  had  an  officer  arrived  in  Boston  to  provide 
Sep.  10.  quarters  fur  the  tioop.^  ;  and  on  ]3eacon  Uill,  the  hi^b*«t 
ground  in  the  town,  where,  from  colonial  days,  it  had  been 
eustomary,  when  the  oonntry  was  to  be  alarmed,  to  kindle  a 
signal  fire,  the  old  iron  ''skillet,"  of  enormoos  dimenaiooi^ 
which  held  the  barrel  of  tar,  was  privately  filled,  and  word 
was  given  that  it  shoald  be  lighted  when  the  fleet  appeared  k 
sight*  The  governor,  in  a  panic,  ordered  tlie  barrel  to  be 
removed ;  and  the  seiccuneu  couimuuicated  his  request  to  the 
Sap.  12.  town  meeting,  but  no  action  was  taken  upon  it.  The  Coondl, 
therefore^  adviaed  the  governor  to  direct  the  sheriff  to  ieoio?e 
the  barrel ;  and,  taking  with  him  a  posse  of  six  or  seven  men, 
he  ^ecnted  his  order  stealthily,  while  the  people  were  at 

dinner.' 

But  more  serious  questions  were  to  be  discussed  and 
decidixl  than  those  which  l  elatxjd  to  more  matters  of  form. 
Preparations  for  the  meeting  had  been  previously  made  by 
Otis,  and  Adams,  and  Warren,  who,  at  the  honse  of  the  Iat> 

Sep.  10.  tor,  drew  up  the  resolves  which  were  to  be  presented,  and 
settled  the  order  of  debate*. ^    When,  ihercforc,  the  crowd  guth- 

Sep.  12.  ered  in  Faneuil  Hall,  every  thiusr  was  ready  ;  and  the  people, 
as  they  looked  with  a  grim  smile  upon  the  burnished  muskets, 
four  hundred  in  number,  which  lay  in  boxes  along  the  floor,' 

^  n*  rnard  to  HUlsborou^  Scpt.  tolved  to  surprise  and  take  the  CWth 

16,  17()H.    "The  faction,"  he  MJfl,  OD  the  Monday  ni^jht  followinfr." 

«  immediateiy  took  tiie  alarm.**  *  *•  In  the  Massachusetts  gorem- 

*  Beraard  to  Hillsbonwigh,  Sept  ment,*'  wrote  Hunilton  to  Cbkraft,  in 

16,  1768;  TTiitrl.'rjsoii  to   ,  Oct.  ITHT.  **  there  is  an  exurt'ss  law h\  which 

4,  1768,  and  liiHt,  iii.  202,  203.  every  man  is  nblij^^Hl  to  have  a  mus- 

*  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  SepL  ket,  a  pound  ot  jiowder,  and  a  pound 
16,  1768.  of  bullets  always  by  him :  tto  there  ii 

*  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  Sept.  nothinjj  wanting  Itut  kmnsiicks  (or 
16,  1768.  The  governor  fiilsely  ob-  old  stockings,  which  wUi  do  as  weii) 
MTtillntat  tluiineetiiig''ittpai  M-  to  equip  an  amiy  finr 
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entered  opoa  the  bwmesB  for  which  they  had  oonyened.  chap. 
Ptayer  was  offered  bjr  the  olo(|uent  Cooper,  pastor  of  Ike 

Brattle  Street  Church  ;  Otis  was  cliosen  laoderator  ;  and  a  1788. 
committee  was  appoiutcd  to  wait  upoo  the  governor,  to  inquire 
his  reasons  for  supposing  that  troops  were  expected,  and  to 
request  him  ^^immediatelj  to  issae  precepts  for  a  Qeneral  As- 
sembly.'' The  meetiiig  then  aid|joitnied  to  tiie  foDowing  mom-  Sip,  ul 
in^,  when  the  committee  reported  that  the  governor  had  no 
official  annoimcenieiit  to  make  relativt;  to  the  troops,  and  had 
rcfjiscd  to  call  an  assenjbly.^  A  "Declaration''  was  tlien  read, 
equalling  in  spirit  the  declaration  from  the  same  spot  eighty 
years  before.  The  inhabitants  of  Boston,"  it  was  resolved, 
**  will,  at  the  utmost  peril  of  their  lives  and  fortmies,  mamtain 
and  defend  their  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities.'' 
Some  coonselled  instant  resistance,  and  insisted  tliat  no  time 
was  better  than  the  present.  But  rashness  at  such  a  jiincture 
might  have  defeated  all.  The  prudcut,  therefore,  gave  differ- 
ent advice,  and  the  people  submitted.  There  are  the  arms," 
said  Otis,  as  he  pointed  to  the  boxes  on  tiie  floor.  **  When  an 
attempt  is  made  upon  yonr  liberties,  they  will  be  delivered."* 
As  the  result  of  the  meeting,  a  convention  of  all  the  towns  was 
proposed,  to  be  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  within  two  weeks;  and 
Boston  chose  as  its  representatives  Thomas  Gushing,  James 

nothing  more  than  a  Sartorius  or  a  perhaps  upon  the  heads  of  the  work- 

SpartBcus  at  their  h«ad  requulto  to  mea*'  Chatham  Oonmtp^iiL  203,  notew 

beat  your  troops  and  your  custom  "  This  very  mominfj,"  wrote  Picrriaid 

hmne  ntfieers  otit  of  the  country,  and  to  Hillsboron£^h.  July  9,  17<)S.  "  th*^ 

net  your  laws  at  tlefiance.    There  h  Belectineii  of  the  town  ordered  the 

no  !^yii^  irtiat  their  leaders  tnay  put  nnganne  of  arm!)  belonging  to  the 

them  upon;  but  if  they  are  acUve.  town  to  be  brnn;:li*  n  1'  to  be  cleanL'tl, 

clever  people,  and  love  mischief  as  when  thev  were  exposed  for  aome 

wen  as  I  do  pence  and  quiet,  they  will  hours  at  ma  tonm  hmiae."  See  alio 

fttmish  matter  of  consiaeration  to  the  Bernard  to  Ifilliborough,  Sept  16, 

wisest  amonjj  you,  and  perhaps  die-  178S;  and  comp.  the  Vindioauoii  of 

late  their  own  terms  at  lust,  as  tlie  the  Town  of  Boston,  p.  28. 
Roman  peopla  ftmnerh-  in  their  fa-       '  Hutchinson,  iii.  205 ;  Boston 

mou8sece=i«:ion  upon  the ^cred  Mount.  Weekly  News  Letter  for  Sept.  15, 

For  my  own  part,  1  think,  you  have  1768 ;  Boston  Gazette  for  Sept.  19f 

no  i^ht  to  tax  ihem,  and  that  emy  1768. 

measure  built  upon  this  sup]K)sed      '  Bemsid  to  JSUdlQCom^  Sept 

and  mu3t  cuusei^ueutiy  lumoie  down, 
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CHAP.  Otis,  Samuel  Adams,  and  John  Hancock.*    The  sel^traen 
^J^^  were  directed  to  write  to  the  several  towns,  informing  them  of 
if88b  tiuB  design ;  and  it  was  reoommended  that  all  the  lohafaitaatB 
dionld  be  provided  with  firearms  and  suitable  ammnnition.* 
Nor  was  the  time-bonored  custom  of  the  Ikthers  of  New  Bor- 
land forgotten  ;  aud  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  was  appoiutr 
Sep. SO.  ed,  and  observed  by  all  the  chnrches  except  the  Episcopal.' 

By  royalists  tlie  proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  loudly 
oondemned.  "Thegr  have  delivered  their  sentiments,^  wrote 
Gsge,  ''in  the  sfyle  of  a  ruling  and  sovereign  nation,  who  ac- 
knowledge no  dependenee."  *  The  "  Sons  of  Liberty  were 
stigmatized  as  "  Catilines  ; "  *  and  Bernard  was  sure  that,  but 
for  tlic  Roranev,  a  rebellion  would  have  broken  out.  Nav,  he 
even  asserted  that  a  design  bad  been  concerted  to  seize  the 
Castle,  and  talked  of  divulging  the  names  of  five  himdxed 
who  had  enrolled  for  the  service .<  "  I  viish  I  were  away,"  ha 
sighed,  as  he  felt  the  perplexities  of  his  situation  increaaiqg 
upon  bim ;  and  when  the  offer  of  a  baronetcy  and  the  vice 
government  of  Virginia  was  made  to  him,  he  acee])tod  it 
**  most  thankfully,"  and  "  hoped  to  embark  for  England  in  a 
fortnight."  But  his  hopes  were  dashed  by  the  appointment 
of  Botetourt)  and  he  began  to  fear  lest  he  should  lose  Masssr 
diusetts.^  • 

>  «  Surely,"  wrote Bemord to  Hills-  '  Auchnuty  lo  HotdunMO,  Seft 

borou<:;^h,  "  so  d.arin«»an  assumption  of  14,  17GH. 

the  royal  autliority  was  never  prac-  •  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  SepL 

tiaed  by  any  city  or  town  in  the  Brit-  16^  1768.    Comp.  Vindication  of  ttw 

ish  dominions,  even  In  the  times  of  Town  of  Boston,  30.    Tlie  jirlnted 

greatest  disorder  —  not  even  by  the  copy  of  the  former  document  rcad% 

dtjjr  of  London  when  the  great  rebel-  nine  hundred,  and  of  the  latter,  five 

Hon  tne  ftt  the  highest,  and  the  con-  hundred,  men.    HutchinKon,  HisU  m. 

fusion  arising  from  thence  most  urcent  107,  note,  sviys,  "  Mr.  Molineaux  "  was 

for  some  extraordinary  measures.  the  one  who    propoeied,  at  the  head 

'  Hutohinson,  iii.  Anp.  L.,  where  of  000  men,  to  surprue  the  garriMm 

the  letter  is  Riven  in  full ;  abw.  Post-  at  the  Castle ;  '*  "  a  stnnjje,  m  ul  j)n> 

script  to  Boston  Newa  Letter  for  posal,"  he  adda»  **  \f  tuch  a  one  were 

8cpt  2-2, 1768.  ever  made,** 

*  Hutchinson,  iiL  20S-905|  Bin-  '  Hillsborough  to  Gnge,  Sept.  16, 

croft,  vi.  199.  17G8 ;  Bernard  to  Hiilsborou<?h,  Sept. 

4  Gage  to  Hillsborough,  Sept  26,  17  and  18,  1768;  Captiiiu  Comer's 

1768.  Diarjr  Ibr  Sept  15, 1766»in  BeoeidU 
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Three  days  before  the  oonventioii  was  to  meet,  Bernard  chap. 
•imoimced  to  the  Coancil  that  two  regiments  were  expected 
from  Irelaad.  and  that  two  others  had  been  ordered  by  Gen-  im. 
oral  Gage  from  Halifax^  for  which  quarters  should  be  provided. 

As  the  niutiny  act  formerly  stood,  tlie  civil  ofiicers  had  a  gen- 
eral discretiouarj  power  of  quartering  troops  in  inns,  livery 
stables,  retailing  houses,  &c. ;  but  that  act  had  been  changed ; 
and  the  Coancil,  in  their  reply,  suggested  that  the  process  in 
quartering  should  be  regulated  accordingly,  by  sending  the 
troops  to  the  barracks ;  and  only  in  case  of  a  lack  of  room 
tiiere  were  they  required  to  find  other  quarters."  There  was 
sufiicient  room  at  tlie  barracks,  tiiey  added,  for  a  thousand  men, 
and,  consequently,  enough  to  accommodate  the  two  regiments 
from  Haliiax.  But  as  for  the  orders  of  General  Goge^  *'  it  was 
no  diarespeet  to  him  to  say,  that  no  order  whatever,  coming 
from  a  less  antfaority  than  bis  migesty  and  Parliament,  caa 
supersede  an  act  of  Parliament ; "  and  '*if  any  military  oflScer 
should  take  upon  himself  to  quarter  soldiers  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  donnnlfms  m  America  otherwise  than  was  limited 
and  allowed  by  the  act,  he  should  be  y^o  facto  cashiered,  and 
disabled  to  hold  any  military  employment  in  his  majesty's 
service."* 

The  convention  called  by  the  people  of  Boston  met  accord-  B&f^ix 

ing  to  appointment ;  and,  on  the  first  day,  about  seventy  per- 
sons appeared  as  the  representatives  of  sixty -six  towns.  This 
number  was  increased  by  daily  arrivals,  until  ninety-six  towns 
and  eight  districts,  nearly  every  settlement  in  the  province^ 
were  represented.*  Otis  was  at  first  absent;  and  Thomas 
Cashing,  the  qseaker  of  the  House,  was  ehosen  modentor,  and 


tL  200.  Comp.  Hutchinson,  iiL  199. 
Junius  deRcribcR  Botetourt  as  a  **  crin- 
ging, bowing,  (awning,  sword-bearuag 
cnTirtier,  who  had  mined  hinr^elf  by 
an  enteroriw  which  would  have  ruined 
tbouMdm  bad  it  fiMoceded." 
'  Benafd  to  HDUbofonglv  Sept 


23  and  26,  1768;  Hutchinson,  iiL 
207,  208;  Mass.  Gazette  for  Sept 
22,  1768. 

•  Boston  News  Letter  for  Oct  6, 
1768;  Holmes'H  Ann.  ii. ;  Uutcfain- 
■OD,  ill  206,  209}  Gnhaaw,ii.487t 
BHiaroft,n.90S. 
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MEETING  OF  THE  COlfYElgTION, 


CHAP,  the  clerk  of  the  House  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  couyention. 

^^^^  *^  They  have  committed  treason,"  shouted  the  officers  of  Ike 
i7<ft.  crown.  "At  least,  the  seleelmen  of  Boston  have  done  so," 
**  Boston/'  wrote  Gage,  **  is  mntinoiis ;  its  resolTes  tmsomlile 
and  desperate."  "Mad  people  procnred  tiiem;  mad  people 
govern  the  town  and  the  province. '  * 

The  tiryt  step  of  the  conrention  was  to  petition  the  govcmw 
to  "  cause  an  assembly  to  be  immediately  convened  ; "  but  this 
petition  he  refused  to  receive^  on  the  gronnd  that  it  would  be 
an  admisBion  of  the  legality  of  the  convention,  whicfci  he  would 
by  no  means  acknowledge ;  and  he  advised  the  ''genHeoot 
assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  under  the  name  of  a  committee  of 
conventiori  '  lu  separate  at  onc^,  or  he  would  puldiclv  assort 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  they  who  persisted  in  usurp- 
ing its  rights  shonld  be  made  to  "  repent  their  rashness ; "  but 
the  message  was  received  with  derision.* 

The  Council,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislatnrOb  bad  held  mest> 
ings  from  time  to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the  governor,  and 
had  been  consulted  bv  iiini  in  tlieir  oCBciaJ  capacity  in  several 
instances ;  but  when  the  que:rtion  of  quartering  the  troops  was 
referred  to  them  a  Fccond  time,  in  order  to  shake  their  foro^ 
resolution,  they  replied,  "  We  do  not  desire  to  be  knocked  on 
the  bead,"'  and  redoced  to  writing  their  reasons  for  adhering 

B«ip.98L  to  the  billeting  act  This  decision  was  oommnnkated  to  the 
governor,  was  published  in  the  Gazette,  and  a  copy  of  the 
same  was  sent  to  Lord  HillsV^oroug^h.''  It  was  the  *' greatest 
blow,"  in  the  estimation  of  Hernard, that  had  been  given  to 

*  Fbperenclofled  in  Gain's  letter  of  nerGreatBrHakirOlreMiitliluspra- 

Sept.  20,  l7nR.  inT,('tt(Ts,Xc.  41  :Ran-  m-ding.    It  is  concluded  that  the 

croft,  vi.  203.    For  a  defence  of  the  most  probable  consequence  will  be 

province  ngalnat  the  charee  of  trea-  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter.    If  thi« 

M)n,  s(  o  PowmU's  speech  «f  Feb.  is  the  worst,  it  is  an  event  most  d»> 

1769,  p.  5.  vmitly  to  be  desired  by  evexj  wdl 

'  Bernard  to  Hillsborouffh,  Sept  wisher  to  the  province.'* 

27  and  Oct.  3,  1768 ;  Hutchunon,  lil  *  Gomp.  Bemtrd  to  HUliboiiougfa, 

210.    "  It  18  now  made  a  great  qiu  s-  June  13,  1768. 

tii»a,'' wrilee  Bernard,  in  what  man-  *  Banoct^  vi  20i. 
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the  king's  goYenuaenf   "  Nine  tenths  of  the  people  consid-  chap. 
ered  the  dechratioa  of  the  Coimcil  jost ; "  "  throoghont  the  J^i^ 
proTinee  they  were  ripe  for  almost  any  thing ; and  the  minis-  im. 
try,  astoBiahed  at  the  sttMnn  they  had  niBed»  dared  not  hudat 

further.* 

The  convention  continued  in  session  six  days,  and  repeated 
the  protest  of  the  people  against  the  taxation  of  tlie  colonies 
by  Parliament,  against  a  standing  amy,  and  against  the  danger 
to  the  liberties  of  America  from  a  nnited  body  of  pensioners 
and  soldiers ; "  and,  after  renewing  their  petition  to  the  king, 
which  their  agent  was  enjoined  to  deliver  in  person  as  soon 
as  possible,  they  dissulved.-^  "Some  feared,  others  hoped,  for 
much  more  serious  consequences  from  this  extraordinary  as- 
sembly ; "  but  its  members,  aware  of  the  necessity  of  prudence, 
displayed  in  all  their  proceedings  remarkable  caution ;  and 
when  the  result  of  their  labors  was  transmitted  to  Bngland, 
though  many  would  gladly  hare  seized  upon  the  sHghtest  flaw 
to  justify  their  exemplfiry  punisiiment,  "no  traces  of  high  trea- 
son conld  lie  found  in  what  had  been  done.''  ^ 

On  the  very  day  that  this  conventbn  was  dissoWed  the  Sep.  28. 
squadron  from  Halifax,  consisting  of  seven  armed  yesselSy  en- 
tered the  bay,  and  at  noon  was  anchored  off  Nantasket  Bnt 
few  of  the  members  had  left  for  their  homes ;  and  cariosity 
was  awakened  to  see  with  what  reception  the  troops,  which 
had  h(^ii  em]>arked  in  the  squadron,  would  meet.  Their  com- 
mander, Colonel  Dalrymple,  on  reaclung  the  town,  exi)ressed 
great  surprise  "  that  no  ijoarters  had  been  prepared  ; "  but  the 
Gonncil,  which  was  convened,  declared  their  intention  to  adr  8«p.Sft. 
here  to  the  law.  Nothing  remained,  therefore,  but  for  the 
colonel  to  act  in  obedience  to  his  instructions  \  and  he  did  so. 


'  Beruord  to  liilbtborough,  Sept. 
27,  1768 ;  Hutchinwm  to  Whatelev, 
Oct.  4,  1768;  A.  Eliot  U)  T.  Hollin, 
Sept.  27,  1768;  Bancroft,  vL  204, 

*  Letter  to  De  Berdt,  Sept  27, 
TOL.  U.  24 


1768,  in  Boston  Gazette  for  Sept  26 
and  Oct  10,  1768,  and  Postacnpt  to 
1  ston  Nem  Letter  tar  Oct  18^ 
1768. 

*  GavendiBh  Debates,  L  196;  Hutch- 
hiNQ»iu.212)  BmBaOtfiLm, 
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ABRIVAL  OF  TROOPS  IN  BOAXOlf. 


CHAP.  The  govemor,  anticipating  resistance,  bad  slipped  into  the 
oouDtiy ;  and  the  colonel  was  left  to   take  the  whole  npoa 
1 76a  himaelf.''  ^  The  preparatioim  for  the  Jandii^  were  made  with 
^  a  view  to  prevent  resistance ;  and  the  eight  ahipe  of  war,  which 

were  in  the  harbor,  including  the  Romney,  witli  their  tenders, 
were  phiL'CKl  off  the  wharves,  with  canuuu  loaded  and  springs  on 
their  cables.  Never  before  had  the  citizens  of  Massaehu^tte 
witnesaed  eiieh  a  Bpectade ;  and  the  indignation  of  all  daM 
may  be  easOjr  imagmed*  Yet  no  ontoiy  was  made ;  no  reaiat- 
ance  was  shown.  In  perfect  sOence  the  crowd  looked  on  as 
the  fourteenth,  and  twenty-ninth,  and  part  of  the  fifty-ninth 
resriments  8tepj)ed  on  Long  Wharf.  The  trooj^  were  all 
armed,  and  their  bayouets  were  fixed  ;  and  in  this  warlike  at- 
titude they  marched  throqgh  the  streets,  with  drams  beatiiig 
and  colors  djringf  ni^tii  tfaqr  reached  the  Common,  where  thef 
halted.* 

As  the  twenty-ninth  regiment  was  provided  with  field  equi- 
page, they  proceeded  to  encamp.  For  the  rest  there  was  no 
shelter.  Application  wa^  acx.'ordingly  made  to  the  selectmen 
for  quarters ;  but,  in  imitation  of  the  Council,  they  chose  to 
abide  by  the  law.  As  the  night  was  cold,  however,  oompaniQii 
prevailed,  and,  at  a  meeting  hastily  called,  the  benumbed  troqjs 
were  allowed  to  shelter  themselves  in  Fanenil  HalL  "  I  have 
got  possession  of  the  School  of  Liberty,  and  thereby  secured 
all  their  arms,"  was  the  triumphant  exclamation  of  Dalr}  mple. 
.  "  I  will  keep  possession  of  this  town,  where  faction  seems  to 
prevail  beyond  conception."  Nor  was  it  difficult  to  cany  out 
this  threat ;  for  who  was  there  to  oppoee?  The  people  stood 
on  the  defensive^  and  were  determined  not  to  be  the  aggr^sors. 
Secore  in  their  integrity,  and  with  the  law  on  tiielr  side,  they 
left  the  blustering  officer  to  follow  his  own  bent.' 

,*  DalQ-mple  to  Hood,  Oct  4,  5,  iL  437  j  J.  Adams's  Diary,  inWoika, 

176a  ii.  213;  Braeraft,  vL  207j  Dnhe^ 

•  Hutchinson  to  ,  Oct  4, 1 7G8,  Boston. 

and  Hirt.  ui  212 ;  Holmes's  Ann.  ii. ;  '  Hutchinson,  iiL  212 } 

Goidon'bAn.Itn'.L247j  Gnhame^  9(NL 
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The  requiflition  for  allowanoeB  to  ihe  troops  was  kid  before  chap. 
the  OonnciL  **  We  are  ready,**  was  the  replj,  "to  comply  oji 
our  part  with  the  act  of  Parliament,  if  the  colonel  will  on  his."  ues. 

But  the  colonel  wonM  make  no  concessions,  and  "took  the 
liberty  "  to  inform  them  that  "  he  would  represent  tiie  affair  to 
the  general,  and  woold  also  send  an  express  to  England,  to 
give  advice  of  their  refusal.^  After  fiirtfaer  deliberation,  the  Osti. 
Council  consented  to  appoint  a  eommiflsarj,  if  that  person 
would  "  take  the  risk  of  being  paid  bj  the  proTinoe."  In  this 
they  artfxl  warily  ;  for  they  well  knew  that  the  power  of  ap- 
propriatill^  iiioneys  belonged  to  the  House;  and  the  legislature 
had  been  dissolved.* 

At  length  Qeneral  Gage  came  personallj  to  Boston,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Irisb  regiments,  and  demanded  quarters  for 
die  regiments  in  the  town.  "  The  barracks  are  not  jet  filled,^ 
was  the  reply :  "  and  we  are  under  no  obligations  to  make 
furtlicr  provisions  until  the  law  has  been  complied  with."* 
Attempts  were  then  made  by  the  governor  and  sheriff  to  take 
possession  of  the  old  manofactoiy  honae,  which  was  in  a  ruin* 
008  condition ;  but  the  occupants  had  counselled  with  the  beet 
lawyer  in  the  province,  and,  **  encouraged  by  several  of  the 
first-rate  sons  of  liberty,''  they  refused  to  quit  A  day  or  two 
after,  the  sheriff  "  entered  the  house  by  surprise ; "  but  the 
clamor  acniinst  him  was  so  great  that  he  was  compelled  to 
leave.^  "  I  am  at  the  end  of  my  tether,"  said  Bernard.  "  I  can 
do  no  more."  And  the  general  was  left  to  shift  for  himself. 

The  weather  was  daily  increasing  in  severity ;  and  the  eoit 
dition  of  the  troops,  even  of  those  who  had  tents,  was  far  from 
agreeable.  The  couuuanding  oflicer,  therefore,  was  "  oVdiged 
to  hire  honsf^  at  very  dear  rates,"  and  to  procure  su]>plics  at 
the  charge  of  the  crown.    All  that  he  could  do,  under  the 

'  Postscript  to  Boston  News  Let-  •  Gage  to  Hood,  Oct  1S»  1768. 

tor  fur  Oct.  B  and  13,  1768;  Boston  *  Narr.  of  UoAton  Mawacre,  17; 

Gazette  for  Oct  10,  176S;  Uutchia-  IIutchmBOii,  iiL  215;  Bancroft,  \1 

aoo,iiL213(  Bfliioraft,n.8ia  810. 
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CHAP.  cirramirta&oeBy  wis  to  threaten ;  a&d,  as  a  meaaore  of  mtimida- 
lion,  the  main  goaid  waa  stationed  directly  opposite  the  State 
ITSB.  House,  which  was  ooeapied  by  the  troops,  and  eamion  were 

poiuted  towards  the  rooms  iu  which  tlie  let^nslatui'c  was  accuB- 
tomod  to  sit.^    Still,  every  thing  was  quiet :  and  the  Oonnnl, 

0«t.  37.  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  province,  prepared  a  memorial, 
signed  by  fifteen  oat  of  nineteen,  appealing  to  tike  general  to 
testify,  from  his  own  obserrmtion,  that  the  town  was  in  a  peace- 
fid  state^  and  aoeosing  the  commisBioners  of  giving  rise  to  the 
principal  riot,  and  of  unnecessarily  withdrawing  to  the  Castle, 
U>  induce  a  belief  that  they  needed  protection.  If,  upon  inqui- 
ry, he  sliould  find  their  staterneuts  to  be  true,  and  should  be 
satisfied  that  his  m^jes^'s  sernce  did  not  require  the  regiments 
from  Halifikx  to  remain  in  the  town,  they  suggested  that  it 
wonld  be  a  great  ease  and  satlsflustion  to  the  ii^mbitants"  if 
he  would  be  pleased  to  "  order  them  to  Oastle  WilHam  or  Pomt 
Sliirley,  and  to  order  to  the  place  where  they  were  tirst  iiii! 

Oct.  28.  ed  tlie  two  regiments  from  Ireland."  The  reply  of  the  geu- 
eral  contained  a  partial  acknowledgment  of  the  justness  of 
these  representations ;  yet,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
Bernard,  he  was  unwilling  to  remove  the  troops^  and  adTised 
barracks,  Ac,  on  Fort  Hill,  to  command  the  town.  Thus  a 
military  de^<potism  wa^(  estaV)iished  in  the  province.  "These 
red  coats  make  a  formidul>le  appearance,"  said  Hutchinson, 
eiLultingly,  But  Bernard,  more  timid  and  irresolute  in  his 
eharacter,  feared  that  "  troops  would  not  restore  the  anthoritj 
of  government)"  and  urged  anew  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter. 

'  Snpp't  to  Maw.  Gazette  for  Nov.  1768,  in  Lettem,       129,  1S4 ;  Uam, 

3,  170B;  N«rr.  of  Boston  Massacre,  Gazette  for  Nov.  :;,  IT-S;  Boston  Gbc 

IP,  n  ;  HutchioBOO,  iii.  216 1  Ban-  zette  for  Oct.  31,  176$;  Hiifrhhwon, 

croft,  u.  21L  iiL  215,216. 

*  AddM  «f  Oounca,  Bea  87, 
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OHAPT£B  XII. 

MILITABT  BXJLSL  THE  BOSTON  MA88ACBB. 

BostOH  was  a  ganifloned  town.  The  people  were  salijeeted  chap. 
to  the  enl  tfaef  dreaded.  Their  liberties  were  at  the  mercy  ,3!^ 
of  a  hirelmg  soldiery.    It  was  evident  to  all  that  it  had  been  1768. 

resolved  in  England  to  enforce  the  power  of  Parliament  at 
tliG  point  of  the  sword,  and  that  Uie  meoaces  which  had  been 
thxown  oat  were  not  idle.^  How  soon  those  threats  woidd 
be  ezecoted  depended  npoa  the  coarse  of  the  officers  of  the 
erowa.  Should  they  aasame  arrogant  airs,  or  instate  the 
soldiery  to  deeds  of  Tiolenoe,  the  struggle  would  be  precipi- 
tated. Should  they  adopt  a  more  prudent  course,  it  might  be 
dehived.  That  it  must  come  before  Iohl^  few  amid  doubt,  for 
the  signs  of  the  times  were  threatening  and  ominous.  Every 
one  felt  that  the  die  was  thrown,  and  that»  if  jBoglaud  did  not 
recede  from  the  position  she  had  assomed,  a  popolar  oatbreak 
would  be  the  result  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  submit 
with  tameneas  to  contlnned  encroachments  upon  his  real  or  con* 
ceived  rights.  He  may  forbear  for  a  time  ;  but  when  the  yoke 
presses  too  heavily,  an  eflfort  will  be  made  to  throw  it  off;  and 
the  success  of  that  eflbrt  rests  with  God.  The  reverent  spirit 
with  which  the  people  of  New  England  had  been  accustomed, 
from  the  inlhncy  of  their  settlements,  to  speak  of  the  "mother 

'  *'Hy  daily  reflections  for  two  the  deternunaticn  of  Great  Britain  to 

Jtean,"  writes  John  AcLims,  (Dian-,  in  8uhjiig.ite  us  was  too  tit  op  and  invet- 

Workti  iL  214,) at  the  eight  of  those  eiute  ev«r  to  be  altered  by  us  i  for 

■oldiert  bdbre  my  dooTi  were  serioua  overy  tlm^  we  eeuld  do  wm  miarep* 

enough.   Their  my  appearance  in  reHnted,  and  nothing  we  could  mf 

Boatom  whs  a  strong  pcooi  to  me  that  was  cradited." 

(373) 
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CHAP,  country  ; "  the  sincere  attachment  which  they  had  always  fell 
J^]}^  to  the  homes  of  their  ancestors ;  the  oOAvictioii  which  was 
1768.  oherished  that  the  land  of  their  fathers  was  blessed  above  all 
others  in  the  possessioii  of  a  wise  and  beneficent  oonstltntk^ 
—  these  might  lead  them  to  weigh  well  the  xsonseqiieDoes  of  t 
rupture  with  that  country,  and  to  deprec^ite  every  step  tending 
to  diriunion.  But  if  forced  to  resist  by  a  course  of  legislaiiou 
from  which  relief  was  sought  iu  vain,  they  argued,  and  justij, 
that  the  responsibility  most  rest^  not  with  them,  but  with  thoae 
who  sanctioned  that  oonrse  and  persisted  in  adhering  to  it 
The  state  papers  of  Masaachusotts  oommentorate  the  wisdom 
of  the  men  who  framed  theon.  Their  tone  is  firm,  yet  prudent 
and  respectful.  They  were  not  the  productions  of  visionaiy 
enthusia^^Ls,  ignorant  of  the  principle  of  natural  law.  Tiiey 
were  the  effusions  of  an  ardent  and  enlightened  patriotism. 
And  the  men  who  goided  the  destinies  of  the  prorinoe — tho«^ 
at  leost^  npon  whom  the  greatest  reliance  was  placed --were 
dear-headed,  ftrfleeing,  deep-thinking  men.  They  pondered 
well  every  word  they  sent  forth  to  the  world.  Not  a  hasty 
sentence  escaj>ed  from  tlieir  pens.  They  knew  what  they  were 
doing;  had  counted  the  ooai]  had  looked  into  the  future  as 
&r  as  was  possible ;  and  had  formed  their  condnsions  afler 
mature  deliberation.  Hence  a  resolute  spirit  breathes  throagb- 
out  their  acts.  Th^  wrought  for  theiiiBel?es»  and  th^  wrought 
fi>r  poeterity.i 

The  soldiers  who  had  been  quartered  in  Boston  soon  fell  in 
love  with  the  country,  and  numbers  deserted.'  But  there  were 
still  enough  left  to  parade  the  streets,  to  the  scandal  of  the 
town ;  *  and  the  officers  of  the  customs,  inspired  by  their  pies' 

»  I  speak  here  of  stite  iMpers.    In       "  Eliot  to  Hollis,  Oct,  17,  I7fi8. 
newspaper  effusioos  greater  licenae  k      '  "  Tiirou^  the  whole  &11  and  win- 

Itken }  and  nmiT  of  d»  jmow  in  the  ter"  writes  John  Adams  (I>iar)*  i° 

journals  of  the  dav  wm  writtmi  no*  Works,  iu  213,)  ''a  re^^iucDt  wa^  ex- 

aer  the  impul<>e  or  gloifiing  pa«wians.  erased  hy  Major  Snwll,  in  Bnttie 

Yet  the  prudent  wrote  more  oUinly,  Square,  directly  iu  front  ol"  m)  bouse, 

though  even  their  produetioiu  wen  The  s]nrit-stimng  drum  and  the  ew 

often  epiqr.  piemng  fife  unMued  me  end  mjr  6in- 
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ence,  Tentured  once  more  to  gratify  their  spite  by  arresting,  on  chap. 
charges  which  were  never  eetabUahed^  a  few  who  had  formerly 
misted  their  aathoritj.^  To  this  ezcepiioiis  were  taken ;  hut  itbsl 
the  people  waited  patiently  for  intelligenoe  from  abroad,  and 
were  eepecially  anxiocis  to  know  the  decision  of  the  king  and 
of  I'  ll  li  itnent.  By  early  advicca  they  were  inl oi  LiR'ti  that 
Shelburne  had  been  dismissed,  that  Pitt  had  resigned,  tliat  the  Oct  W. 
privy  seal  had  been  conferred  upon  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  and 
that  the  Earl  of  Bochford,  lately  ambaasador  at  Paria,  had 
beoome  aecretaiy  of  state.*  But  these  (dtangesi  eventfol  as 
they  were,  i^rodnood  leas  sensation  than  the  speech  of  the  \ang 
at  the  openinj,^  ui"  Parliament,  who  railed  at  "  the  s{)irit  of  fiic-  Nov.  & 
tion"  which  ho  had  liO|K  d  waa  "  well  nigh  exLiiiuuished,"  hut 
which  had  broken  out  ''afresh  in  some  of  the  colonies."  Bos- 
ton, in  particakr,  appeared  to  be  "  in  a  state  of  disobedience 
to  all  law  and  government,"  and  had  "proceeded  to  measnrea 
aabversive  of  the  constitotion,  and  attended  with  drcunstanoea 
that  might  manifest  a  disposition  to  throw  off  its  dependence 
on  Great  Britain."  "Willi  }oiir  concurrence  and  support."  he 
added,  "  I  sliall  be  able  to  defeat  the  mischievous  designs  of 
those  toi'bulent  and  seditious  persons  who,  under  false  pretences, 
have  but  too  sncceasMly  deluded  numbers  of  my  subjects  in 
America,  and  whose  practices,  if  snifered  to  prevail,  cannot  fidl 
to  produce  the  most  fiital  consequences  to  my  colonies  imme- 
diately, and,  in  the  end,  to  all  the  dominions  of  my  crown."' 

The  debate  which  followed  was  warm  and  auimated.  Lord 
Henly,  the  son  of  Lord  Northiuirton,  in  moving  tlu;  address  in 
the  House  of  Common8»  charged  the  Bostonians  with  "  defying 

ily  earlv  enough  erery  morning,  and      •  Chatham  Corresp.  iii.  336-348 1 

ne  in<&gnation  they  eieiied,  ^ough  Mojw.  Gazette  for  Jan.  16,  1769;  "Mr 

»CTnf^\vh\t  soothed,  vr\^  not  alLivi'd  sham's  George  IIL  L  2 1 H  :  LnnI  \ra- 

by  tlie  sweet  songs,  violins,  and  flutes  hon's  Hist.  Eng.  v.  200-20  i ;  ban- 

<H  the  wmrndanff  Som  ot  Ubeitjr  oroft,  tL  214,  215. 
under  ray  wnndows  in  the  evening."        *  Debates  in  Pari.  v.  11,  12  ;  Mass. 

•  Gage  to  HilWiorough,  March  6,  Gazette  for  Jan.  16,  1769}  Boston 

1709.    Hancock  and  Maloom  were  Gazette  for  Jan.  16^  1700. 
among  tlioie  who  wore  uvettadL 
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CHAF.  all  legal  authority ; "  and  Stanlej;  in  secoodiog  his  motioQ, 
declared  that  the  "difficulties  in  goreniiog  Ma^achusetts " 

iTBflL  were  "  insonnoimtabley  ooleBB  its  charter  and  laws  Bhodd  be 
BO  changed  as  to  give  the  king  the  a{)pomtment  of  the  Coaoefl, 
and  to  the  aherifis  Hie  sole  power  of  retamincr  juries."  Borke 
replied,  defending  the  colonies/  and  uiriiritiiig  iliat  the  <inler 
requiring  the  General  Court  to  i  ivscuid  their  resoluiiuu?.  under 
a  penalty,  was  absolately  ill^al  and  onconstitutioiial ;  and  in 
this,  surprising  as  it,  may  seem,  Gren^ilie  agreed  with  him^  is 
did  also  Wedderbonie.  Banrington  wished  the  stamp  set 
had  never  been  passed ; "  yet  he  aocosed  the  Americass  « 
"traitors,"  and  "worse  than  ti^itors,  against  the  crown." 
"Tlic  troops  hiLve  been  sent  tliitlior,''  he  added,  "  to  brini;  riotr 
ers  to  justice."  liigby  spoke  in  the  same  strain  ;  l>ut  lieckford, 
who  represented  the  city  of  London,  suggested  that  "  it  were 
best  to  repeal  the  late  act,  and  conciliate  the  colonies  by  mod- 
eration and  kindnesa."  At  length  Lord  North,  tlie  orgsn  sf 
llie  ministry,  gave  his  opinion.  "I  am  against  r^jeaKng  the 
last  act  of  Parliament,"  said  he ;  "I  will  never  think  of  reped- 
inp:  it  until  I  see  America  prostrate  at  my  feet."*  This  speech 
decided  tlie  question.  The  address  was  carried  in  the  Com- 
mons without  a  division ;  and  the  House  of  Lords  reidilj 
acquiesced.^  "  We  shall  always,"  was  the  language  of  tin 
addresSk "  consider  it  as  one  of  oar  most  important  duties  to 
maintain  entire  and  inviolate  the  supreme  antfaority  of  tb 


'  Some  writers  have  insinuated  that  43,90,91;  Johnson  to  FiUun,X<w. 
Buzke's  defence  of  America  was  insin-  IR,  1768 ;  Boston  0«»tte  fcr  JvlSH, 
etre,  and  that,  "  while  vague  rhapno-  1769 ;  and  comp.  Htttchinson,  iii.  219. 
dies  about  libi  rty  dpcorated  his  ha-  '  For  the  address,  see  Delates  in 
langues,  his  object  was  to  introduce  Pari.  v.  13-15.  In  a  pamjihlet  end- 
fab  party  to  power,  and,  by  equhroeal  tied  **  The  State  of  the  Nation^  ^ 
conocssinns  to  the  American  people,  published  In  Oct.  17ns.  Gnnvillr  sp- 
and  tkitteriiu^  patronage  of  the  Amer-  p^rs  as  the  advocate  oi'  Amehoa 
ioui  chieAuim,  to  purchaM  a  paoifio  repraaentBdon.  "Hie  wunber  « 
TCConcilbtion  cajxible  of  being  cor-  electors,**  said  he,  '*is  become  too 
ropted  ■^fv'^h  iiuo  dependenct>."  Ann.  small  in  proportion  to  the  whole  peo* 
Review,  and  Urohame,  ii.  43'J,  note.  pie,  au\d  Uie  culoiiien  ou^ht  lo  be  >r 

*  On  this  debate  see  Lee's  l^ee.  Wed  to  aend  memben  to  fuS^ 

Sei,  263;  OaTCDdiah  Debates,  L  32--  ment.'' 
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legislature  of  Great  Britaia  over  every  part  of  the  British  chap. 
empire."  "  We  will,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  cheerfully 
and  MdooBly  sopport  your  nugesty  in  all  such  future  measures  1708. 
as  shall  be  found  requisite  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the 
laws,  restore  order  and  good  goremment  vhere  they  have 
been  disturbed,  and  to  establish  the  constitutional  dependence 
of  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  so  essential  to  the  interest 
and  prosperity  of  both." 

Thus  war  against  thn  colonies  iras  virtually  declared.  "  Dfr 
pend  up(m  it,"  said  Hillsborough,  Parliament  will  not  suffer 
their  authority  to  be  trampled  upon.  We  wish  to  aroid  sever- 
itiee  towards  you ;  but  if  you  refuse  obedience  to  our  laws,  the 
whole  fleet  and  ai*my  of  Eiiglaud  ^luili  euforcc  it.''  '  In  the 
spirit  of  this  threat,  he  communicaUMl  to  the  a-reiit.s  of  the  dif-  Dec.6. 
ferent  provinces  the  result  of  a  council  held  by  tlie  cabineL 
**  Administration,"  said  he,  "  will  enforce  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain  oyer  the  colonies  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  but  with  moderation  and  lenity."*  De 
Choiseul,  the  French  minister  at  St.  James's,  foresaw  the  con* 
sequences  which  must  sprin*^  from  Buch  conduct ;  ami  to  llic 
quedtiou  of  Du  Chatelet,  "  Can  the  ministry  reduce  tlie  colo-  ' 
nies?"  he  replied, ''To  the  menace  of  rigor  they  will  never 
giye  way,  except  in  appearance  and  for  a  time.  Tbe  fire  will 
be  bat  imperfectly  extinguished  unless  other  means  than  those 
of  force  conciliate  the  interests  of  the  metropolis  and  its  colo* 
nies.  The  Americans  will  not  lose  out  of  tiieir  view  their 
rights  and  their  privileges ;  and  next  to  fanaticism  for  religion 
the  fanaticism  for  liberty  is  tlie  most  daring  in  its  measures 
and  the  most  dangerous  in  its  consequences."  * 

The  question  of  taxation  was  of  vital  importance ;  and  this 
was  the  question  principally  in  dispute.     No  force  on  earth,'' 

*  Johnran  to  the  p^wcmor  of  Con-   necticut,  Jan.  3,  1769 1  Bancroft,  tL 
necticut,  Not.  18,  1768;  ii&ncrofl,^  23a 

*  Choiseul  to  Du  Chatelet,  Nov.  28, 

•  Jobmon  to  the  govemoar  of  Ood-  1768)  quoted  in  fiMicaroft,  n.  23& 
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CHAP,  wrote  the  governor  of  New  Jersoy,  "is  suflRcicnt  to  make  tli? 

assemblies  acknowledge,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  that  the  Parlia- 
vm,  meat  has  a  right  to  impose  taxes  on  America and  this  dfi& 
laration  was  every  where  echoed.'  The  papers  relaiiiig  to  fke 
eolomes^  indudiiig  the  letters  of  Bernard  and  Qage  and  tfaoM 
of  Hie  oommiffiioners  of  the  enstoms,  were  laid  before  Pu&- 
Kov.28.  mcnt  towards  tlio  close  of  the  year,  and  referred  to  a  comrait- 
Dec  10.  tee  to  cousidcr  aiid  report  what  measurcii  should  bo  adopted. 
This  subject  was  for  several  weeks  under  consideration ;  siid 
the  debates  which  ensned  covered  n  wide  field.' 

It  is  not  onworthj  of  notioe  here  thati  at  the  very  time 
liameot  was  censuring  the  colonies  for  their  "riotons^behip 
vior,  England  itself  was  agitated  by  a  worse  spirit.  "  Look 
at  home,"  wrote  Franklin.  "  I  have  seen,  within  a  year,  riots 
in  the  country  about  corn  ;  riots  about  elections;  riots  about 
workhouses ;  riots  of  colliers ;  riots  of  weavers ;  riots  of  ooat 
heavers ;  riots  of  sawyers ;  riots  of  Wilkesites ;  riots  of  gov* 
emment  chainnen ;  riots  of  smugglers,  in  which  costom  hooie 
officers  and  excisenien  have  been  murdered,  and  the  kisg^ 
ana*  d  vcsiols  and  troops  hred  at.  ^  These  disturbances,  how- 
ever, were  at  home ;  tho?e  in  the  colonies  were  abroad  :  ami 
distance  so  magnified  them  that  they  became  gigantic  Ileace 
the  ministry  were  deluded,  and  relied  too  confidently  npon  the 
exaggerated  statements  of  Bernard  and  Hntchinson,  Tne^ 
some  members  of  the  Honse  of  Commons  were  better  informoii 
and  viewed  things  more  calmly.  '*  The  Americans,"  said  Beck- 
ford,  "  believe  there  is  a  settled  design  in  this  country  to  rule 
tliein  with  a  military  force."  "  Want  of  knowledge,  as  well  as 
a  want  of  temper,"  added  liOrd  Beauchamp^  '*has  gradually  led 
ns  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  on  which  we  look  down  with 
horror."  "  My  heart  will  bleed,"  said  Phips,  for  evay  drop 

•  W.  FmiUm  to  HOhborougii,  b  iStue  Boston  Nem  Letter  ftr  Apd 
Nov.  22,  1768.  7, 1769,  and  Boatim  Gaxette  fixr  April 

•  Bradford,  i.  174.    A  list  of  those  3,  1769. 

pttperii,  over  GO  in  number,  i»  given       '  WorkB,  iv.  293,  294. 
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of  American  blood  that  shall  be  shed,  whilst  their  gheY&nccs  chap. 
are  unredr«sded.   I  wish  to  aee  the  Americans  in  our  arms  as 
friaods,  not  to  meet  them  as  enemies."  ^  Bat  these  prndent  im 
oonnsels  were  uttered  in  vain ;  for,  when  the  Hoose  divided, 
ont  of  two  handred  who  were  preflenti  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
sevt'ii  voted  tu  c(3utint'  the  iiKjuiry. 

Hill^Uurough  exulted  at  the  victory  tlius  gained.  "The 
matter,  '  said  he,  "is  now  brought  to  a  point.  Parliament 
must  give  np  its  authority  over  the  colonies^  or  bring  them  to 
effectual  Babmiasion.  Legislation  and  taxation  will  stand  or 
fidl  together.  The  notion  of  the  Americans  is  a  polytiieism  in 
politics,  aboard,  fiital  to  the  oonadtntion,  and  never  to  be  ad- 
mittcMl."  In  conchision.  lie  proposed  a  scrit^  of  re.soiutions 
exprt^ire  of  the  seuse  oi  the  legislature.  "  If  this  is  not  suflfi- 
dent,"  he  added,  "  the  hand  of  power  must  be  lifted  up,  and 
the  whole  force  of  this  country  exerted  to  bring  the  colonies 
into  subjection."'  Bedford  seconded  these  resolutionsi  and 
moved,  in  addition,  an  address  to  the  king,  to  bring  "  to  con- 
diiTu  punisliment  the  chief  authors  and  instigators  of  tlie  late 
disorders,  purauaut  to  tiie  provisions  of  the  statute  of  the  '>>')ih 
of  lion ry  VIII. and  both  the  resolutions  and  the  address 
were  adopted,  with  no  opposition  except  from  Richmond  and 
Sbelbome.' 

In  the  Ibllowinir  month  the  resolutions  and  ihe  address  came  ueo. 
before  the  Commons  for  discussion ;  and  the  grand  debate  on 

the  North  Amerieair  affairs  commeuced.*'  ^   The  speakers  were 
numerous,  and  were  listened  to  with  attention.    The  ministry 
showed  what  they  had  done,  and  what  they  intended  to  do ; 
that»  on  the  representation  of  Governor  Bernard  and  the 

»  Bancroft,  ri.  239,  240.  HUt  xvl.  485,  ^c.   Bollm  presented 

'  ParL  Hist.  Eng.  xvi.  476,  477 }  a  petition  at  this  time  ugalust  the 

Johnson  to  the  governor  of  Connaiy  pending  refolutions,  a  debate  etMued 

ticut,  Jul  3, 1769}  Bancroft,  vi.  oo  the  question  of  it*  reeeption,  and 

246.  it  wi^  nji  ctt'il  ])y  a  vote  of  over  two 

*  ParL  Hist.  Eng.  xvi  479,  480  j  to  one.    Debates,  ^.c ;  BradJord,  L 

Bneraft,  vL  2M.  mi  Uvendiiai Debatca, I  Boa- 

«  IMmim  in  RtrL  t.  21i  FhL  ton  Oaaetla  Ibr  April  17, 1766. 
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CHAP,  commissioners  of  the  customs,  they  had  ordered  troops  and 
J^l^  ships  to  Boston,  by  whose  assistance  every  thing  wai  now 
im  quiet;  that  they  intended  to  keep  them  there;  that  by  not 
repeeUog  the  tax  bilk  they  would  show  to  Korib  Aineric*  tbdr 
intentioDs  to  be  eteadlly  and  firmly  th^  maeten ;  thaft»  by 
bringing  over  the  culpable,  they  hoped  to  strike  a  greater  t» 
ror  than  anv  trials  eouUi  do  in  that  couutrv,  where  it  would 
be  imposailile  to  get  a  jury  not  involved  in  the  same  guiU; 
and  several  law  argrumonts  to  i^ow  that  the  act  of  35  Uenrj 
YIU.  subeieted  in  foil  iorce  againet  the  North  AmericBoa"^ 
The  opponentB  of  the  reaolvee  attacked  them  with  i^gor.  '^No 
lawyer/'  eaid  Dowdeewell,  "  will  justify  them ;  none  bnt  Ihi 
House  of  Lords,  who  think  only  of  tlicir  dit'iiity,  coukl  have 
oriL'inat(Ml  tlicin."  "  God  and  nature  o])po«:e  you,"  paid  Burke. 
Even  GiTin  illc  scolTi'd  at  the  plan  as  "  the  wisdom  which  fo»)i3 
pat  on.''  Barre  declared,  ^  The  question  is  not  of  one  refrao 
tory  colony.  The  whole  country  is  ripe  for  revolt.  If  we  do 
not  change  onr  conduct  towards  her,  America  will  be  ton 
from  our  side.  I  rep^t  it,  unl^  you  repeal  this  law,  jou  no 
the  risk  of  loj-ing  America."  And  Powimll,  the  former  ipov* 
ernor  of  Massachusetts,  from  his  aoquaiutance  with  the  charac- 
ter and  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  state  and  resonroeB  of 
the  country,  expressed  his  conviction  that  they  oould  not  be 
coerced  into  submission  to  the  laws ;  tiiat^  though  faithinl  tad 
loyal,  they  might  be  exasperated  beyond  endurance ;  and  Utt 
conciliatory  measures  would  be  far  more  effectual  in  securing 
tlieir  allegiance.  "The  Americans,"  said  he, '  do  univtT>;tllT, 
invariably,  and  unalterably  declare  that  they  ought  not  to  sub- 
mit to  any  internal  taxes  imposed  upon  them  by  any  Iq[itlar 
ture  wherein  they  have  not  representatives  of  their  own  elee- 
tion.  The  people  of  that  country  and  die  king's  troops  aic» 
as  it  were,  set  in  array  against  each  other.  The  sword,  indeed, 
i&  not  drawn ;  but  the  hand  is  upon  it   The  word  for  action 

'  Del»lMmArLT.22. 
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18  not^  indaed,  yet  given ;  bat  mischief  is  on  tiptoe,  and  the  chap.. 
d^hteet  eircamstnnoe  would  In  a  moment  throw  every  thing 
into  eonfuaion  and  bloodshed.  And  if  some  mode  of  policy  im, 

does  not  interpose  to  remove  this  exertion  of  military  power, 
tiie  union  between  Great  Britain  and  North  America  is  broken 
forever,  unless  —  what  is  worse  —  both  are  united  iii  one 
common  min."  *  SUoqnence,  however,  was  of  no  avail.  At 
four  in  the  morning,  **  the  whole  Hoose  in  confusion,  laughing,  Jw.  S7. 
Ae,**  the  lesolations  were  adopted  by  nearly  three  votes  to  one^ 
and  the  address  was  carried  by  a  decided  majority.* 

Tlie  soKliers  quartercii  in  I5oston  found  notliinfi;'  to  do  l)ut 
to  insult  defenceless  fenudes,  and  parade  tlie  streets  with  clulis 
in  their  hands  as  if  provoking  a  ))rawl.^  But  the  spirit  of  the 
people  was  unawed.  It  was  well  known  that  a  design  was  on 
foot  to  seize  several  of  the  foremost  of  the  Sons  of  liberty,'' 
to  be  sent  to  England  on  a  eharge  of  treason.  In  the  previous 
fidl  word  was  given  oat  that,  on  the  arrival  of  tlie  regiments  ^I7«l 
from  Ireland.  Cusldng  and  sixteen  others,  who  had  liecn  nieui- 
bcra  of  the  convention,  would  bc  arrested  ;  *  and  all  through 
the  winter  similar  rumors  were  circulated.*  "  I  have  enter- 
tained the  opinion  for  a  long  tim^"  wrote  Oliver,*  that,  if 
there  be  no  way  to  take  olT  the  original  incendiaries,  they  will 
still  continoe  to  instil  their  poison  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
tlirough  the  vehicle  of  the  Boston  Gazette."  But  whatever 
apprehensions  may  have  been  awakcncMl  hv  these  rumors,  the 
fiorment  waa  iucrcasod  by  the  conduct  of  the  governor,  who,  ia 

'  Pownall's  Sj)eech  of  Feb.  1769,  and  Boldiers  bv  the  jxistices  of  the 
p.  8;  Ddiates  in  PurL  v.  21-24;  ])caee  for  SnUbfk,  at  their  quarter  set- 
Oiahaine,  ii.  439 ;  Bradfinrd,  L  176 1   sion,  and  the  ^rand  \ury ;  and  oomp. 


•  Boston  New8  Letter  for  March  *  Frances  to  Choiseul,  Nov.  1,  1 768, 

88  and  April  20,  ITG'J;  Cirahinie,  iL  in  Bancroft,  vi.  230. 

440  J  Lord  Mahon's  Hist  Kn-   v.  *  Sic-  Hood  to  Stephens,  Dec.  12, 

241 ;  Bancroft,  vL  255.   For  the  re-  1768,  in  Letters,  &c  U3,  and  comp. 

•oNea  and  addma  aee  Debates  in  8.  Adama,  in  Boston  Gazette  ht  Deo, 

Pari.  V.  64-67.    The  address  Is  dven  5,  12,  and  19,  1768,  under  the  ngMr 

in  the  Maaa.  Oaaetta  for  April  13,  ture  of Vindcx." 

1769.  •  Letter  of  Feb.  13,  1769,  in  Rep- 

i  SeethemdiBtmantaoftlwoflkm  naantetuxM,  &e.  28. 
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CHAP,  conjunction  with  Hutcliinson,  as  the  season  drew  near  for  tii6 
choice  of  a  new  assemblj,  sought  to  prevent  iJie  dection  of 

^17(3^  conncUlore,  and  solicited  thdr  appointment  by  the  minlstiy, 
tbrnishing  for  that  purpose  a  list  of  persons  fhvorable  to  gor- 

crnraent.*  "There  must  be,"  said  HutchiiL^^on.  "an  abridjrment 
of  what  are  called  Engliph  liU'i  lit'.-.  "  "Tf  no  uitM.-urcs  are 
taken  to  secure  the  dependence  of  this  people,  or  nothing  more 
than  some  declaratozy  acts  or  resolveSi  it  is  all  over  with  as. 
The  friends  of  government  will  be  ntterlj  disheartened*  and 
the  friends  of  anarchy  will  be  afraid  of  nothing,  be  it  ever  to 
extravagant.*'* 

In  accordance  with  th^  views,  Bernard,  and  Hutchinson, 
and  Oliver,  in  connection  with  the  attorney  g-eneral,  btisied 
themselves  in  seeking  evidence  against  the  leading  patriots  of 
the  town,  especially  against  Otis  and  Samnel  Adams ;  and  af& 
davits  were  sworn  to,  and  sent  to  England,  attainting  them  <tf 
treason.'  Proceedings  were  likewise  institated  against  Edes 
and  Gill,  the  publishers  of  the  Boston  Gaasette  and  the  "  tnun- 
peters  of  sediiiou  ; "  and  through  them  a  blow  was  aimed  at 
"all  the  chiefs  of  the  faction  "  and  "  all  the  author?  of  number- 
less treasonable  and  seditious  writings."  *  Already  had  Par* 
Ftb.  Si  liament  requested  the  king  to  "  make  inquisition  for  treason  in 
Boston,  and  to  bring  over  the  accused  to  England  for  trial 
and,  thus  strengthened,  the  enemies  to  colonial  freedom  wete 
encouraged  to  persevere.  De  Grey  and  Dunning,  the  attor- 
1768.  i>ey  and  solicitor  general,  had  indeed  given  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  statute  of  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  was  the  only  one 
by  which  criminals  could  be  triod  in  England  for  offences  com* 
mitted  in  America ;  but  they  declared  at  the  same  ttme  that 

*  Bernard  to  Hillaboroii/rli,  J;in.  2G,  '  Bernard  to  Hillsborou^,  Jan.  24, 
and  Feb.  4,  14,  and  21,  HUB ;  Uutch-  1769 ;  Biadford,  i.  17d  i  Baocroft,  vL 
iiuon  to  WiUiains,  Jan.  SO,  and  to  251. 

Jackson,  Jan.  2H,  1769 ;  Oliver's  Letr  *  Bernard  to  Hillsborough,  Jan.  24, 

tcr  of  Feb.  13,  17^)9,  in  Kepresenta-  1769;  Bancroft,  vi.  2;51. 

tions,  i)ic.  2U-3i: ;  Bancroft,  vi.  249.  *  Debates  in  Pari.  v.  u3, 67 ;  Hutch- 

*  Letter  of  Jan.  20, 1769,  in  Rep-  maon,  iiL  221 ;  OmhaiBc,  iL  440. 
lesenCatioDi,  &a  16. 


NOT.26. 
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its  proTinoDS  extended  only  to  treason ;  and  that  there  was  chap. 
no  sufficient  groimd  to  fix  the  charge  of  high  treason  upon  any 
persons  named  in  the  papers  htid  before  them.^  To  sach  a  vm* 

decision  Hillsborougli  and  his  associates  were  unwilling  to  sub- 
mit ;  Jind,  dctonnineil  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  enforce  the 
measures  which  they  had  long  advocated,  they  clamored  for 
jadidal  Tictims,  and  denounced  the  charter  as  enoouragipg 
sedition. 

The  public  despatches,  which  informed  the  province  of  the 

action  of  Parliament  and  of  the  resolves  which  had  been 
adopted,  were  accompanied  by  private  letters  from  friends 
to  America,  assuring  the  people  that  "  they  need  not  be  afraid 
of  the  statute  of  Henry  YIIL,  which  was  held  up  in  ierro- 
rem  only,  and  which  even  the  crown  lawyers  did  not  intend 
flhonld  be  carried  into  exeention ; "  and  the  opinion  was  gen- 
erally expressed  that  "no  vigorons  measnres  were  intended  ; " 
**  lenient  and  healing  measures were  said  to  be  the  plan ; 
and  "  it  was  agreed  that  the  last  act  for  duties  on  paper, 
&c.,  would  be  repealed,  if  not  that  session,  certainly  in  the 
next."  '  These  assurances  were  as  in^iring  to  the  "  Sons  of 
Liberty"  as  they  were  disheartening  to  the  servants  of  the 
crown.  And  the  events  which  followed  oonvinoed  the  former 
that  the  intelligence  they  had  received  was  not  mere  mmor ; 
for  the  plan  of  altering  the  charter  was  for  the  present  laid 


•  Grev  and  Dunnlnf»  to  TTIlK^or- 
ough.  Nov.  2d,  1768;  Andrews's  Hist, 
of  the  War,  L  97  ;  Bancroft,  \i.  233, 
234.     "ThuC  says  Lord  Mahon, 

vas  it  desi^'nod  to  dr.iw  forth  the 
mouldering  edict  of  a  tv  nuvt  iVoiu  tiio 
dtMt  wheie  It  hid  long  lain,  and  where 
it  evrr  deserved  to  lie,  and  to  fling  it, 
—  instead  of  bread,  a  stone>  —  not 
Bierely  at  the  guilty,  bnt  alw  at  the 
mnocent,  whom  it  equally  despoiled  of 
their  rjfjhLful  aitivc  Juries.  Such  a 
proj)os.d,  made  at  such  a  time,  to  me 
It  least  appears  utterly  unju$tifbble>" 

t  HulcliiiiM)o» iiL 222.   "Thv  w 


jority  in  the  Tlouse  of  Common"  is  so 
great,"  writes  a  correspondent  from 
Manchester,  March  8,  in  Boston  Neva 
Letter  for  May  18,  1769,  "and  no  fe- 
rn!, thit  thev  voto  n.nv  thliis  the?  tat 
directed;  and  all  our  hopen  oi  redresa 
Roem  now  to  rest  in  the  expectation 
that  they  will  go  such  li  ;  the 
neople  vrill  bear  no  longer.  We  hope 
for,  nay,  we  doubt  not,  the  finnnew 
of  the  Americans;  that  they  will 
rilmlv,  without  the  last  rioting  or 
di>»obedit'tice  to  the  laws,  abide  by  the 
eonstitutional  principles  th^  baVB  to 
HnivmUy  adopted.** 
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CHAP,  aside  ;  ^  diacretionary  orders  were  transmitted  to  Gage  to 
"aend  tock  to  Halifax  the  two  regimeata  which  were  brought 

17W.  from  that  Btation,  and  to  restore  the  regular  rotation  bj  Bend- 
ing the  two  other  rogimentB  to  Irehmd and  Besmtrd  i» 

April  eeived  the  king's  orders  to  leave  his  government  and  retoni  to 
Ens^land.'  The  tendency  of  these  steps  was  to  allay  the  fefer 
into  which  the  )>eople  h'.id  hc.en  thrown.  But  the  .«=()l<liers  were 
not  immediiitt  ly  rouiovedj  and  disturbances  between  them  and 
citizens  of  Boston  freqaentlj  occurred.  The  Sabbath,  too,  was 
invaded,  and  its  stillness  was  broken  b^  the  noise  of  drams  sad 
fifes.  And  the  sentinels,  who  were  posted  at  the  barraekB  sod 
at  the  gates  of  the  principal  officers,  endangered  the  peace  of 
the  town  by  challengiuj^  passers.* 

For  nearly  a  year  Mapsaclm-otts  had  been  without  a  legir 
lature.  At  len^^th,  in  April  ^\  ritd  were  issued  by  the  governor, 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  Hot  a  General  Court  to  be  conveoed 
'  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  according  to  the  charter.  A 
largo  number  of  soldiers  were  still  stationed  in  Boston,  where 
the  assembly  was  to  meet,  and  several  ships  of  war  were  Mng 
in  the  )iuil>or;  and  these  circumstances  confirmed  the  belief 
wlii<  k  was  generally  entertained,  tliat  the  troopf?  had  l)t\n 
quartered  in  the  metropolis,  not  only  to  assist  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  Parliamenti  bnt  to  inflaence  the  election,  and 
even  the  votes  and  fmxseedings  of  the  General  Court  Bat 
neither  the  town  nor  the  assembly  was  intimidated ;  and  their 
decision  and  firmness  were  never  more  marked  than  on  this 

'  Hutcfaiiuoci  to  Umiiaini^  Jan.  29,  onet  bestowed  on  him  ;  "  a  znoit 

1769.  iU-timed  &vor/'  says  Lord  Mahoo, 

*  HilMxnrough  to  Ga^,  March  34,  *■  when  h«  had  so  pjicvously  foiled  m 

17^0  ;  M      (liizt'tte  for  J;iii.  f).  1769.  gninin^  the  afrfotious  or  the  cupfi 

"  It  is  rejKjrteU  that  some  of  the  troops  dence  of  any  oitler  or  rank  of  m*fl 

here  have  reoehred  marching  orders  within  his  province."    Hist  Eng.  v. 

from  Cieneral  Gap.*;  some  snv  they  241.    Com  p.  Hutchinson,  iii.  226; 

are  destined  for  Nc^  jHirt  luuI  Xi  w  London  Garotte  for  Marrh  23.  1769} 

York."    Boston  Post  iiov  for  Jan.  2,  Mass.  Gazette  for  June  15,  176^. 

1769.  «  Narr.  of  Boatao  Maanen^  H. 

'  TTiitohiD^on.  iii.  22.'.    Bernard  Cooa,]!.  HulohioiOny  iiL  S2i> 
had  recently  had  the  dignity  of  bar- 
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tiyiDg  occasion.  Tbe  Bekctmen  of  Boston  reqnestod  Qeneral  chap. 
WaxsSuLjt  the  commander  of  the  troopS)  to  have  them  remoyed 
from  the  town  on  the  day  of  the  election.  This  request  he  nm. 

declined,  on  the  plea  ihat  it  exceeded  his  authority ;  but  he 
gave  strict  orders  for  tlie  men  to  remain  In  their  barracks. 
After  the  election  was  over,  the  citizens  instructed  their  repre-  lUj  a. 
sentatives  to  maintain  freedom  of  debate,  which  was  esteemed 
an  esBenttal  and  a  sacred  priyilege ;  to  reqnire  the  troops  to 
he  removed  from  the  town,  as  their  presence  was  inconsistent 
with  the  tjfnrit  and  principles  of  the  British  constitation ;  to 
oppose  the  raising  of  money  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
troops  ;  and  to  make  diligent  inquiry  respecting  the  letters 
of  Governor  Bernard  to  ministers  in  England,  in  which  boUi 
the  town  and  the  province  had  been  misrepresented.*  Nor 
did  Boston  stand  alone ;  for  Salem,  Marblehead,  Cambridge, 
Roxbnry,  Braintree,  and  other  towns  gave  similar  instructions 
to  their  representatives;  and  Roxbury,  in  particular,  recom- 
mended a  corresponflence  between  the  Hou«ie  of  Representa- 
tives (»nd  the  assemblies  of  the  other  colonies.^ 

Before  the  court  met  the  American  question  was  again  a 
subject  of  discussion  in  England ;  and  Thomas  Pownall,  the  Afrium 
predecessor  of  Bernard  in  the  government  of  Maasachusetts,  iUft. 
introduced  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  repeal 
of  the  revenue  acts.  "  There  h  a  general  dissatisfaction  and 
uneasiness/'  said  he,  **  as  well  liere  as  in  America,  at  our  falling 
back  into  that  controyeray  and  contest  between  the  govern- 

'  Boston  News  Letter  for  May  11,  tivw,  and  in  their  stead  RtibRtituted 

1769  J  Boston  Oaxettc  for  May  15,  two  of  the  "Sons  of  Liberty."  See 

1769;  BiwUbrd,  L  179.  180 1  Ban-  Boston  Newa  Letter  for  May  11, 

cn)ft,  vl.  2R1.    Of  the  SOS  votes  cast  1769,  and         Snow**  Hiat  Boaloik 

in  Boston  at  this  election,  Otis,  Cush-  277. 

in^,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Hanooek  ra>      *  Boston  News  Letter  for  May  1 1 

ccived  Kich  more  than  500;  and  of  and  25,  and  June  I,  I7G9 ;  Mass.  Oa- 

thr>  02  mr-mbcrs  of  the  olrl        1  turc  zctte  for  June  8, 1769 ;  Hutchinson,  ill. 

who  voted  not  to  rescind  the  rcsolu-  231 ;  Bradford,  i.  IHl ;  Bancro^  vi 

tions  of  the  House  81  were  returned*  285.   Of  tiie  <*  other  towns,"  alluded 

Of  the  17  rcscindors  hut  5  wrrr  rr^  to  in  the  text.  T  find  named  Brookline, 

turned.  Salem,  especially,  condemned  Spencer,  Paxtou,  and  Great  Barring 

the  conduct  of  Ua  jformer  repreaeata*  Urn. 

TOL.  n.  25 
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CHAP,  raent  and  the  colonies  which  we  were  once  so  ha|)pii7  delivered 
^rom.   All  now  are  oouvinced  that  there  are  no  meaoB  of 
noBL  deciding  this  cantroveray ;  that  there  are  no  hopes  of  pottiBf 
an  end  to  the  contest  Eveiy  event  that  ariaea  raiaeB  freah 

dIfBcoltiea ;  nothing  but  power  can  operate,  and  diat  can  oper* 

ate  only  to  mischief.  Power,  thus  used,  will  indame  and  nnite 
the  colonics  as  in  one  couimou  cause  ;  and  every  further  exer- 
tion of  that  power  wiU  only  press  the  people  closer  together, 
and  render  more  intense  and  ardent  that  beat  with  iriiich  Ihej 
are  already  inflamed.  Times  and  occasions  we  cannot  make; 
when  thejr  arise,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  profit  by  them.  I( 
now,  I  can  show  that  this  is  the  proper  occasion,  the  very 
cr\>\>,  in  vvliich  ji^overnment  should  inkrpo.-^;  to  extricate  its<*lf 
wiUi  honor  and  safety,  —  perhaps  the  only  occasion  in  which  it 
can  interposOi  —  I  shall  not  only  Tindicate  myself  for  haying 
made  this  motion,  bnt»  if  I  can  explain  this  tmth  with  thai 
conviction  with  whidi  it  lies  in  my  own  breast^  I  shall  be  able 
also  to  persuade  the  House  to  act"  There  have  been  strange 
violences  and  outrages  in  America ;  the  winds  have  boa  tea 
hard ;  the  storm  has  been  high.  The  state,  like  a  ship,  has 
been  driven  into  extreme  danger,  amidst  shoals  and  breakeis. 
Bot  the  people  are  now  in  a  state  of  submission ;  thej  are  ii 
suspense ;  all  is  peace ;  there  is  a  Ml  in  the  storm.  Now, 
therefore,  is  the  moment  to  refit  yonr  rigging ;  to  worir  out 
the  vessel  from  ;iijiiil^?t  these  breakers,  and  to  get  her  under 
way  in  her  old  course ;  then  you  may  bring  her  to  the  harbor 
yon  wish." » 

The  motion  thns  made  was  seconded  by  Trecothick  and 
Bechford,  the  former  of  whom  recounted  the  st^  which  had 
been  taken  in  America  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  British, 

and  to  promote  domestic,  manufactures ;  but  Lord  North  re- 
plied, "  We  will  not  consent  to  go  into  the  question  on  account 
of  tlie  combinations  in  America;"  and,  onder  the  plea  that 

■  FwtiieqieeehitfFomllfiMDelMlnhilteLv.  98-lOt. 
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**  the  late  time  of  the  sessions  would  not  allow  a  matter  of  so  chap. 
much  coTiscquenco  to  be  properly  agitated,"  the  motion  was  laid 
over,  and  the  acts  continued  in  force.*  1769. 

ThoB,  when  the  l^slatare  of  Massachasetts  met,  the  griev*>]fmyu 
anooB  which  were  compkined  of  remained  fmredresaed.  The 
6r8l  act  of  the  r^roBeatativeek  before  prooeediog  to  oigaiiiie 
the  House,  was  to  draw  up  a  protest,  and  appoint  a  committee 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  au  address  to  tlie  governoi-.  rcmon- 
Ptmting  against  the  ]>reach  of  their  privileges,  and  assuring  him 
of  their  firm  re^lution  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  subject 
and  support  his  nugesty's  authori^ ;  to  make  a  tfaoioqgh  inqai* 
rj  into  the  grie^anoes  of  the  people,  and  have  them  redroesed ; 
to  amend,  strengthen,  and  preserve  the  laws  of  the  land  ]  to 
reform  illegal  proceedings  in  administration,  and  snpport  the 
public  liberty."  "  We  have  a  right  to  cxpcKit,"  were  the  clo?dng  ^ 
words  of  this  addr^  "  that  your  excellency  will,  as  his  majes- 
ty's representative,  give  the  necessary  and  effectual  orders  for 
Che  removal  of  the  foroes,  bjr  sea  and  land,  out  of  this  port  and 
the  gatea  of  this  cily,  during  the  session  of  this  assembly."  * 

The  reply  of  the  governor  was  dry  and  laconic  "  I  have  no 
authority,"  were  his  words,  "  over  his  majesty's  ships  in  this 
|K>rt  or  his  troops  in  this  town  ;  nor  can  I  give  any  orders  for 
the  removal  of  the  same."  ^  But  the  House  wa^  not  satisfied, 
and  criticised  this  message  with  ability  and  spirit  "WejouU. 
clearly  hoU,''  say  they,  that  the  king's  most  ezoeUent  nu^jesfy, 
to  whom  we  have  borne  and  ever  shall  bear  true  and  fidthfid 

'  Johnaon  to  Trumbull,  April  26^  jest/s  writ,  istued  by  the  governor 

1769;  ]><••> ito«  in  Pirl.  v.  103;  Bo^-  under  the  j^reat  seal  of  the  province; 

ton  News  Letter  for  July  tt,  176dj  and  whereas  a  atandinff  army  is  now 

Bancroft,  tI  273-278.  potted  in  tfab  metropoUa,  and  a  iiuli> 

'  Xjirr.  of  Boston  Misfsnm*,  17;  t:iry  giiinl  is  kept  with  cannon  point- 
Boston  (iacelte  for  June  5,  17tfi^;  e<i  at  the  very  door  of  the  State  Houses 
Bndlbid'a  State  Papers,  166-168 }  where  thii  aasembly  is  held ;  ordered," 
Jour.  H. of  R.  for  176<i,  6-T  ;  Htiteb-  &c.  Otii,8lMafe,Hawley,  Adjmi8,aiid 
innoD,  iii.  233, 497, 1'JS.  The  pream-  CuKhing  were  tlie  ttemben  of  the 
blc  to  the  order  of  the  House  was  as  committee. 

follows  :     Whme  the  Great  and  '  Bredibtd's  State  Papers,  leS^aad 

General  Court  or  Assembly  of  thi.^  Hist.  L  183;  Jour.  H.  of  B.lor  1768^ 

province  is  here  conveoed  by  his  ma-  p.  8. 
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CHAP,  allegiance,  is  the  supreme  executive  power  tlirough  all  the  parts 
^®  British  empire ;  and  we  arc  humbly  of  opioion  that, 
im  within  the  Jimitfi  of  this  coldnj  and  jnrifldiotion,  yonr  excdiencf 
IB  the  k!ng*B  Ueotenant  and  commaade^in-chie(  in  aa  fall  and 
ample  manner  as  is  the  lord  lientenant  of  Ireland,  or  any  oUier 
of  his  mt^esty's  linutonants,  in  the  (iominioiis  to  the  realm  of 
Great  Britain  appertaining:.*'' 
Nor  did  the  struggle  ceaaQ  here ;  for,  when  the  coondllon 
MaySL  were  dioaen,  and  the  list  was  sent  to  the  governor  fyt  ap- 
Jiml  proval,  no  leas  than  eleven  were  peremptorily  njected.  Two 
of  this  number  —  William  Brattle  and  James  Bowdoln,  who 
had  received  a  ananimoiis  vote  —  were  of  the  conncil  of  the 
last  year  ;  four —  Otis,  Bowers,  Gerrish,  and, Paundors  —  had 
been  "  repeatedly  disapproved  ;  "  and  the  remainit^  five  — 
Hancock,  Warr1,  Grecnlcaf,  Heoshaw,  and  Spooner  —  "had 
not  been  before  elected."  Such  an  ezerdse  of  the  veto  power, 
if  sanctioned  by  the  charter,  was  certainly  impolitic,  and,  in 
the  exdted  state  of  the  public  mind,  ooold  not  but  increase  the 
odium  which  attached  to  the  conduct  of  the  j^overnor.*  GaL'-'S 
in  the  mean  time,  who  had  been  intrusted  with  ilis4.retionary 
authority  to  withdraw  the  forces  posted  in  Boston,  ordered  two 
of  the  regiments  to  Halifax,  and  requested  Governor  Bernard's 
written  opinion  respecting  the  dispoeition  which  shoald  be 
made  of  the  rest'  This  was  throwing  upoa  the  ehonlders  of 
his  excellency  a  responsibility  he  was  nnwilling  to  assume; 
and,  after  conferring  with  his  special  advi:scr8,  Hutchinson  and 
Oliver,  he  reported  it  to  be  their  decided  opinion  that the 

'  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769,  18,  19?  inson,  iii.  241,  242.  one  of  thc^  mr- 

Bodton  Gazette  for  June  19,  1769 ;  menta  had  milled,  and  the  other  was 

Bradford's  State  Pafjers,  169-171 1  embarking,  when  the  reMrfvn  of  the 

Mam.  Gazette  for  June  15,  1769.  Houw  appeared  in  print,  on  the  3d 

*  Jour.  U.  of  K.  for  1 769,  10 ;  Bo»>  of  July ;  and  Goieral  Alackay,  alanned 
Ion Chueette  tat  JmM  6, 1769;  Hutch*  at  their  tone,  detenmned,  upoo  oob- 
inson,  iiL  234 ;  Bfadfind,  L  1S5|  Bun-  tultation  with  Governor  Bernard  and 
croft,  vi.  286.  C-ommodorp  Hood,  to  put  n  stop  to 

*  Gage  to  Mackay,  June  4,  1769 1  the  cuilxirkalioa ;  and  an  express  was 
MackajT  to  Gage,  June  12,  1769;  Ban-  sent  to  General  Oagt^tt  N«w  Toillf 
ctol^  VL  880L   AiTftftfiiiiy  to  Untold  tat  his  diiwCwQii 
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removal  of  the  troops  at  that  time  would  have  very  dangerous  chap. 
confjequcnce?,  and  that  it  wdiild  be  quite  ruinous  to  the  cause 
of  the  crown  to  draw  them  all  out  of  the  town."   '*  Two  regi-  1700. 
menf  «.  one  in  tlic  town  and  the  other  at  the  Castle,  might  be 
snfficieiit,"  he  added ;  and  these  at  least  flhonld  he  kft^  if  the 
others  were  removed*' 

Afl  the  House  had  been  in  semion  for  more  than  two  weeks  Jva.  \s 
without  attending  to  the  ordiucuy  buaiuess  of  voting;  ;>.T.l;iri(^ 
and  replenishin*^  the  treasnry,  the  governor  charged  iliem  with 
wasting  the  public  money  by  ^leedless  debate,  and  threatened, 
imless  they  altered  their  conrse^  to  a^joarn  them  to  some  other 
|ilaoe.  It  is  an  indifferent  thing  to  me^"  said  he^ "  where  the 
General  Court  is  held.  I  know  that  it  is  not  neoeasarilj  con- 
fined to  any  town.  That  town  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most 
proper  for  it  where  the  business  can  be  most  conveniently,  easily, 
and  readily  done.  And  as  it  is  apparent  from  your  resolutions 
that  you  do  not  think  this  is  a  proper  town  for  the  conrt  to  sit 
in,  I  shall  remove  it  to  Cambridge,  against  which  place  no 
oljection  that  I  know  of  can  be  formed.^  * 

To  this  message  the  Honse  replied,  and  reaffirmed  their  itn.  19. 
former  resolutions.  "No  time,"  iniid  they,  "can  be  better 
employed  than  in  tlie  preservation  of  the  rights  derived  from 
the  British  constitution,  and  insisting  apon  points  which,  though 
yovat  exodkncj  may  consider  them  as  noi^esBential,  we  esteem 
its  best  bulwarks.  No  treasure  can  be  better  expended  than 
in  secoring  that  true  old  English  liberty  which  gives  a  relish 
to  every  other  enjoyment"'  Dissatisfied  with  this  reply,  the 
governor  renewed  his  demand  j '*  but  tlie  House  was  intracta- Jim.21. 


'  Bernard  to  Gage,  June  12,  19, 
and  26,  1769;  Gage  to  Hillsborough} 
Bancroft,  vi.  286. 

•  Mesiage  of  Bernard,  in  Jour.  H. 
of  R.  for  1769,  20,  and  Br.uiford's 
State  Papers,  171, 172 }  Narr.  of  Boe- 
too  MMmere,  17.  The  court  'nas 
arljounu'd  to  Cambridge  June  16. 
Jour.U.of  iLfor  176(f,21. 


»  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769,  23,  24 1 
Boston  Gazette  for  June  26,  1769| 
Bradford's  State  J*apen»,  172,  173. 

*  Message  of  Governor  Bernard  of 
June  21,  1769,  and  Reply  of  Houi»e, 
in  Maw.  Oaiette  for  June  29,  1769j 
BxadM^i  State  Fmmiii,  17i»  mj 
Jour.  H.«nL  far  1769^  27. 
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CHAP,  ble ;  and  aa  hia  excellency  had  inforniod  them  that  "his  majes- 
,3J1!l  *y  pleased,  by  his  sign  manual,  to  signify  his  wiU  and 

^1769.  pleasure  that  he  should  repair  to  England  to  lay  before  fain 
to  ».  the  state  of  the  fwovinoe^"  ^  by  a  ananimogs  TOte^  wbeo  one 
hundred  and  nine  members  were  pre8eat»  a  petition  to  the  kiqg 
was  drangfated  '*to  remove  Sir  Francis  Bernard  fonver  fim 
this  govcrnmcDt,"'  and  a  series  of  pungent  resolves  was  jra^ 
expressive  of  the  discontent  of  the  people  on  account  of  tlie 
revenue  acts,  and  censuring  severely  tlie  misrepresentations  of 
bis  excellency,  in  which  he  disooTered  his  enmity  to  the  tne 
spirit  of  the  British  oonstitntion  and  to  the  liberties  of  the  oo)> 
oniest"  and  **  stmck  at  the  root  of  some  of  the  meet  inTaluble 
constitotional  and  charter  rights  of  the  province  die  per 
fidy  of  which."  they  added,  "  at  the  very  time  he  professed 
hiuisclt'  a  warm  friend  to  the  charter,  is  altogether  unparalleled 
by  any  in  hisBtation,  and  ought  never  to  be  forgotten."^ 

No  one  can  read  th^  papers  which  proceeded  from  the  Hoan 
at  this  period  without  being  struck  with  the  oontrast  betweai 
them  and  the  papers  of  former  years.  Their  tone  was  grtd- 
ually  becoming  more  firm.  Both  branches  of  the  court  acted 
in  hariiioiiy.  The  conservative  ]>arty  was  in  a  (jt.\  ided  minority. 
The  iutiueuce  of  Hutchinson  was  no  lonji^cr  jwtent.  And  the 
encouragement  which  the  patriots  of  Boston  had  reoeived  fim 


*  MflMige  of  Benuurd  of  Jtuie  28» 

nnn.  in  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769,  38, 
8d-«7;  Mum.  Gazette  for  June  29, 
1769;  BoRtoti  Gazette  for  tSept,  4, 
17H9j  Hraflturd,  Stite  I'apers,  175, 
176 ;  Hutchinson,  iii.  2;i.S.  The  fact 
of  the  rccaU  ot'  Bernard  was  known  a 
fortnight  earlier.  See  Mub.  Oaiette 
for  June  15,  1769. 

*  Petition  of  the  House  of  June  27, 
1769,  in  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769, 
36 ;  Mam.  Gazette  for  Sept  7,  1769 ; 
Bradford's  State  Papers,  188-191 ; 
Uutchiuaon,  iiL  238.  This  petition, 
or  **reraoMtranoe,**imui  <'«  disagreeft- 

ble  thin}?  to  the  ministry,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  coMueaSy  like  the  petitioa 


oftfaefiTery  ofLondoD."  Eztnetflf 
letter  from  London,  in  Boston  New 
Letter  for  Nov.  30.  I7fi9.  The  vrar 
previous,  L  e.  Juiie  30,  17UJ>,  a  motion 
wan  madie  that  a  petition  be  prepar^ 
and  sent  to  the  king  for  the  ri  in^'^^l 
of  Governor  Bernard  i  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  dnuight  vA  i 
petition,  which  was  done.  Jo«r.  H 
of  R.  for  1768.  94.  95. 

•  Resolves  t)f  the  House  of  June 
29,  1769,  in  Jour.  H.  of  R.  fcr  1768^ 
56-60 ;  Boston  News  Lette  r  fnr  Jul)' 
Id,  1769}  Boston  Gazette  for  Juiy  3 
and  10. 1769}  Bndfonl't  Stale  hp 
pers,  176-180,  and  HisL  i.  188  It 
•eq.  i  HatduDsoD,  iiL  App.  O. 
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aliToad,  eepedally  tbe  oouGnnenoe  m  their  viewB  apon  iuca-  chap. 
turn  expressed  by  sereral  of  the  leading  staieBmen  of  England, 
coiifii  rned  them  in  tlieir  opinion  of  the  juatQCss  of  their  cause,  nm. 
and  iiispin'd  them  with  renewed  zeal  to  resist  the  encroach- 

« 

ments  of  arbitrary  power.  Yet^  boldly  and  maufallj  as  they 
contended  for  prindpleBy  in  no  case  wore  ihegr  transported 
bejond  tiie  bonnda  of  o(|mtable  moderation  nor  did  they  ftil 
to  aoknowledge,  while  fluirleadj  aaaerCing  and  Tindieating  their 

rights,  their  "  firmest  allegiance  "  to  their  "rightful  sovereign,*' 
and  their  readiness  "  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  defend  his 
majesty's  person,  family,  crown,  and  digoi^."  A  people  thus 
loyal  could  neither  be  terrified  by  menaces  nor  seduced  by  flat- 
teiy.  To  bend  their  opiniona  was  fonnd  to  be  impoBsible. 
They  wonld  listen  to  reason,  bnt  not  snbmit  to  dictation. 
They  bad  planted  tbemaelTes  firmly  on  the  impr^able  por- 
tion that  kixaLion  and  reprcctntutiuu  arc  inseparably  connect- 
ed, and  that,  as  the  co]onio«  wore  not  repr^^sonted  in  the  Par^ 
liameat  of  Great  Britain,  Parliament  had  no  right  to  impose 
taxes  upon  them.  By  this  position  tb^  were  determined  to 
abide.  For  it  they  were  ready  to  bazard  their  all.  Shall  we 
be  filayee  or  freemen?  was  the  question  to  be  decided.  A 
nation  is  fbreri^  enslaved  when  it  has  neitber  an  assembly  nor 
any  other  political  body  to  defend  its  rights  a^inst  the  en- 
croachments of  the  governing  power  j  nor  can  any  society 
preserve  for  a  long  time  the  shadow  of  liberty  when  it  has  lost 
the  privilege  of  voting  in  the  sanction  and  promnlgation  of  its 
fiscal  lawa.^ 

One  more  attempt  was  made  by  the  governor  to  coerce  the 

House,  which,  like  all  others,  provixi  ineffectual.   Towards  the 

close  of  the  session  he  laid  before  that  bodv  an  account  of  the  July  6 

Md  IS. 

expenditures  incurred  by  quarteriug  his  majesty's  troops  in 

*  Baynal,  Hiit  FhOoa.  et  PoUt.  la  promulgation  des  loix  liscales.  Une 

del  deax  Indetf  tIL  174.   "Aueun  nation  est  4  jamaie  eeehve,  quand  eUe 

soci^t^  n'a  conserve  une  ombre  de  Ix-  plua  d'assembl^e  ni  de  corps  oui 

bert"^"  (les  qu'une  fois        :\  perdu  le  puNsc  df^fendrc  ses  droits  contre  les 

privilege  de  voter  dans  la  .sanction  et  pro|^is  de  I'liutont^  qui  hx  gouveme.** 
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CHAP.  BoBtoD,  that  funds  might  be  provided  for  dischargiog  the 
nme ;  ^  bat  the  Hooae,  in  their  reply,  iterated  their  TiewB  **  of 
i76r>.  the  radden  introdoctioii  of  a  fleet  and  annj  here ;  of  the  un- 
paralleled  methods  used  to  procure  this  amuunent ;  and  of  the 

indefatigable  pains  of  his  excellency,  and  a  few  interested  |)er- 
»ins,  to  keep  up  a  stiinding  force  in  a  time  uf  profound  pcjice, 
under  the  mere  pretence  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  force  to  aid 
the  civil  authority.^'  "  Your  ezeeUencj  most  therefore  ezonae 
JO,**  thejr  added,  **  in  this  ezpreae  declaration,  that  as  we  can- 
not, coDSiBtently  with  onr  honor  or  interest,  and  much  leas  with 
the  duty  we  owe  our  constituents,  so  we  never  shall,  make 
pruvi.-ioa  for  the  purposes  you  have  mentioned."'  To  this 
July  15.  lu&saage  the  governor  could  return  but  a  menacing  r^iy, 
threatening  to  report  their  conduct  to  the  king ;  and  the  oonrt 
was  prorogued  to  Ihe  nsual  time  of  its  meetiag  for  the  winter 
eesBion.*'  * 

Thus  dosed  the  adminfstration  of  Frands  Bernard.   He  had 

been  governor  of  the  province  for  nine  years,  and  in  tluit  time 
liad  done  more  than  all  otlier  povornors  combined  t  *  inflame 
the  jealousy  of  the  ministry,  to  irnt<ate  the  people  over  whom 
he  ruled,  and  to  strengthen  the  ^irit  of  discord  and  diaonion. 
My9i»  He  embarked  for  England  on  the  last  day  of  Jnlj,*  regretted 
by  none  who  were  sincerely  desiroos  of  the  freedom  and  wel- 
fare of  the  province,  bat  followed  by  the  honest  indignation  of 
every  intelligent  and  upright  patriot  for  the  misrepresentations 
he  had  oi  ten  made  of  the  views  aod  conduct  of  the  oppressed 
citizens,  and  the  arbitrary  and  unfeeling  manner  in  which  he  had 
executed  the  obnoxious  laws  of  the  British  ministry."  His  oen> 


*  MMswoTBenitidorXulyeaiid  BndM'b  Stele  Papers,  1M-I87r 

12,  1769,  m  Jour.  IL  of  R.  for  1769,  Hutchinson,  iiL  244-248. 

5'2.  68;  Mass.  Gazette  for  July  13,  '  Speech  of  Govenmr  Bernard  of 

176U;  liradlord'ti  State  Papers,  183,  July  I'j,  1769,  in  Jour.  IL  of  IL  for 

184,  and  fiorton  Gbaette  tat  July  17,  1769,  84 ;  Mass.  Gazette  for  July  20, 

1769.  1769;  Bradford's  State  Vn-.w^s,  187, 

'  Keply  of  the  House  of  July  15,  188}  Bradtbni's  Hist.  L  1^1-197. 

17e8,  in  Jour.  H.  of  it  for  1769, 80-  «  MaH.  Quelle  for  Aug.  3, 17681 
8$j  Man.  QueUe  for  July  20, 17661 
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sores  and  reproAcbes,  however,  were  no  longer  heeded ;  on  his  chap. 

arrival  in  England  he  was  treated  with  but  little  respect ;  and 

it  was  soon  evident,  even  to  the  most  violent  advocates  of  the  vm, 

taxation  of  the  colonies,  that  to  his  rash  and  imprudent  con- 
duct most  of  the  difficulties  which  had  occurred  should  be 
imputed.*  The  day  of  his  departure  was  a  day  of  public  re- 
joicing in  Boston.  The  bells  were  rung,  guns  were  fired 
from  Mr.  Hancock's  whazf,  Liberty  Tree  was  covered  with 
flags,  and  in  the  evecuii<^  a  great  bonfire  was  made  npon  Fort 
Hill."« 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  that,  "  had  the  successor  of  Gov- 
ernor Bernard  been  a  sincere  and  firm  friend  to  the  rights  of 
the  province,  though,  at  the  same  time,  duly  disposed  to  main* 
tain  the  prerogative  of  the  king  and  the  just  authority  of  Par- 
liamentf — one  who  had  been  di^osed  to  conciliate,  rather 
than  to  criminate,  and  to  represent  &vorablj,  rather  than  to 
exaggerate,  the  temper  and  conduct  of  tlie  people,  —  harmony 
would  {)robably  have  been  in  a  good  degree  restored  to  the 
province,  and  the  separation  of  the  colonies  from  the  parent 
State  delayed  for  many  years/'*  But,  unfortunately  for  Eng* 
knd,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  who  succeeded  to  the  chair  as  chief 
magistrate,  was  not  the  man  to  meet  soeh  expectations.  Some, 
indeed,  were  disposed  to  predict  favorably  of  his  administra-  ' 
tion  because  he  was  a  native  of  the  province,  acquainted  with 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  possessed  of  abilities  which 
might  have  been  exercised  effectually  in  their  behalf.  Besides, 
he  had  been  long  in  public  business.  For  tan  years  he  had 

'  linuiiord,  L  199.  Hutchinson,  of  with  being  ^  wilful  and  quarreiaome,** 

eoufw,  taket  the  part  cf  the  goveraort  tnd  admits  tiiat  the  eenTietion  which 

and  attempts  to  palliate  his  inisoon-  pre%'ailed  nmong  the  [M'oplo  of  his 

duct,  and  screen  him  from  the  charge  navinff  written  home  "  the  most  un&p 

of  wilfiilly  infringing  upon  the  liber-  vorabTe  statements  of  their  motim 

ucs  of  the  ncople.  Bee  Hist  iiL  249,  and  designs  "  was     certainly  well  , 

254.    Lord  Mahoi).  howpver,  Ilist  founded.'     Onnp  Bancroft,  ^  291. ' 

Eng.  V.  230,  wliiJe  be  uciniits  him  to  *  Hutcliiuson,  lu.  2o4.  * 

have  been  a  *'  man  of  ability  and  firm-  *  Bxadfiirdf  i.  200. 
nessy^does  not  hesitattt  to  diaige  him 
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CHAP.  reinreseBtod  the  town  of  Boeton,  dHiiog  three  of  wfaich  he  was 
9ftmkef  of  the  Hoine.  For  eevcnteen  yean  he  had  been  « 
iim  member  of  the  Ooimoa,  and  for  a  large  portioii  of  that  time 

1766.  was  judge  of  probate.  Since  1758  he  had  been  lieatenant 
June  governor;  and  since  IVtiO  hud  been  chief  jnstice.  Hf»  had 
IWO.  likewise  been  twice  chosen  colonial  aiirent,  thouirh  ho  never  ris- 
ited  England  in  that  capacity.  He  hnd  thereibre  had  "  saffi- 
dent  opportim%  to  aoqnaint  himadf  with  the  oonetitation  and 
piibfio  affiure  of  tiie  province;'*'  and,  taking  the  chair  with 
floch  antecedents,  he  might  hare  filled  it  with  honor  to  himself 
and  vrith  crodit  to  his  i  uunlty,  had  it  not  been  for  hi?  avaiioe 
ami  liis  «'oudrmod  duj)licity.  That  lie  had  some  guod  qualities 
no  one  can  question.  In  cases  where  his  own  interests  were 
not  immediately  involvedi  he  had  acted  wider  the  impnlee  of  a 
genirine  patriotiflm.  Ab  a  commiarioner  in  a^usting  dispolsd 
bomidari6e»  he  had  distingnlshed  himself  by  his  seal,  bis  prth 
deuce,  and  his  integrity.  And  in  the  capacity  of  judge, "  though 
he  decided  political  questions  with  the  subserviency  of  a  cour- 
tier, yet,  in  approving  wills,  he  was  considerate  towards  the 
orphan  and  the  widow ;  and  he  heard  private  smts  with  mt 
blemished  int^grity.^  *  But  he  lived  in  a  pecoliar  age  and 
ooontry.  He  could  not  at  once  be  an  Bnglidunaii  and  an 
American ;  (br  between  the  two  nations  the  differences  of 
opinion,  which  had  sprung  uj)  ;unl  i ucreascd,  were  such  that  no 
one  could  expi^t  to  please  both  parties.  If  he  sided  with 

'  Hutchinflon's  Hist.  iii.  7',  note,  bt>  mrtm'ipd  steadfast  to  those  pnn- 

and  256 ;  Bancroft,  vi.  303,  ao4.  cipies  which  in  his  lonner  life  be  pro- 

*  Banoraft,  vL  804.  **ThBt  Hatch-  ftMed,  ■nd  whkh  tkme  had  firoeimil 

inson  wm  amiable  and  exomj)liiry  in  him  the  confidence  oF  the  jx-ople,  he 

Home  ref>))ects,  and  very  unamiabie  would  bare  lived  and  died  respected 

and  imexem]ilan'  in  others,  is  a  cer-  and  beloved,  and  have  done  honor  to 

tun  truth ;  otherwise  he  never  would  his  native  country.   But  hj  renoan- 

have  ret  ained  9o  much  popularity  on  cinp  those  principles  and  thnt  conduct 

the  one  hand,  nor  made  no  pernicious  which  had  made  him  and  all  his  an- 

a  UM  of  itontheotfaor.  Hisbelumor  cestmra  respectable^  his  charaeter  is 

in  sevenl  importJint  dejxirtinent-  m  i-:  now  oen>ured  hv  ul!  America,"  kc. 

withability  and  integrity,  in  ciu<ei>wtuch  Almon's  KemeiBbraQoar  Sat  lllOf 

did  not  aflect  his  political  system ;  but  2d,  26. 
he  bent  all  hia  olBoea  to  that.  Had 
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EDgland,  he  must  expect  to  ineor  the  enmitjr  of  America.   If  chap. 

he  sided  with  America,  he  mupt  expect  to  incur  the  niunity.  of 
England.    He  could  not  serve  both  God  and  Maminou  j  and  i7eo. 
he  chose  the  latter,  as  more  conduciTe,  in  his  estimation,  to  his 
-worldly  advanoeme&t,  and  as  more  m  aocordanoe  with  his  nat- 
ural tenqi^rameiit* 

Tet  hb  profeaeionB  of  regard  for  the  libertiee  of  America 
"were  often  obtrusive ;  and  while,  at  one  moment,  he  penned 
d^patches  rivalling  in  fervor  the  speeches  of  Otis,  at  the  next 
he  was  careful  to  take  back  all  by  secretly  informing  particu- 
lar friends  that  nothing  was  meant  by  these  eflfosions  —  that 
they  were  chiefly  designed  for  political  effect  IVom  hia  man* 
VBcr^t  oorrespoodenoe,  which  gives  the  best  dew  to  his  char* 
acter,  it  would  not  be  difficnlt  to  quote  many  passage.-»  in  proof 
of  liis  du|)li!'ity.*  Favorable  letters,  addressed  to  jxsrsons  of 
influence  in  England,  were  written,  and  seat  round  to  be  read 
in  the  province ;  bnt  none  of  them  reached  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  He  repadiated  in  Boston  the  idea  that  he  sanc- 
tioned the  conduct  of  Bernard ;  yet  in  his  first  messsge  to  the 
colonial  office  he  was  carefnl  to  say,  "  I  have  lived  in  perfect 
liarmony"  with  hi^  excelloncy.''^  To  the  friends  of  America  ho 
artfully  insinuated  tliat  they  were  d(H'(^ived  in  their  opiniuu  of 
the  coionifitB  —  that  they  were  unworthy  of  the  favor  with 
which  they  were  treated.  The  abettors  of  despotism  he  was 
ready  to  enoontage^  by  assaring  them  that  tikeir  measures  were 
neooesary  and  just.*  Yet  all  this  time  he  was  exceedingly  anx* 
ions  to  conceal  the  fact  that  he  was  laboring  to  subvert  the 
liberties  of  his  country.  "  Keep  secret  every  thing  T  write," 
was  his  language  to  one  ;  and  to  another  his  words  were, 
"  Suffer  no  parts  of  my  letters  to  transpire."  *  To  such  a  man 

■ 

'  This  corr^qxmdence,  in  three  fi>*  wH,  July  25,  1709 ;  Baneroft,  vi.  305. 

lio  volumes,  is  presencd  at  the  State  '  Set'  his  MS.  Corresp.,  specially 

House,  among  the  archives  in  the  of-  his  letters  to  Bollan,  to  Jackson,  to 

floe  of  the  seentary  of  itate.  P^all,  and  others,  and  hb  letter  to 

•  Cooper  to  Thomas  Pownall,  Sept  Franklin  of  July  29,  1 769. 

tied  i  Hiitchinnott  to  John  Poir-  *  Htttchmsoa  to  Whateley,  Oct.  20^ 
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OHAP.  WM  fhe  gOTemment  of  Massadnnetts  introsted.  Is  it  surpris* 

^»  ^  conduct  should  have  met  its  reward  ?  He  Bowed 
urn.  the  wind,  and  reaped  the  whiilwind.  Making  every  allow- 
an<^  for  the  virtues  be  possessed,  bis  faults  were  so  glaring  as 
to  more  than  balance  them.  He  was  the  Harpagon  of  Amet- 
iea }  and,  like  Judas  of  old,  who  betrayed  his  master,  he  be- 
trayed his  ooontry  for  paltiy  gain.^ 

Before  the  recall  of  Governor  Bernard  fhe  drcniar  letter 
of  tlie  Earl  of  Hillsborougli  arrived,  aequainting  iht  colonies 
that  "  it  was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  propoR'. 
in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  taking  off  the  duties  upon 
glass,  paper,  and  colors,  on  consideration  of  sach  dnties  having 
been  laid  contrary  to  the  tme  principles  of  conmieroe,  and  as* 
sming  them  that  at  no  time  had  they  entertained  any  design 
to  propose  to  Fai-liament  to  lay  any  further  taxes  on  America 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue."'  This  letter,  however. 
Jiaj26*  did  not  satisfy  the  merchants  of  Boston;  for  they  argued,  aad 
justly,  that  if  the  tax  on  glass  and  paper  was  "  contrary  to  the 
tme  principles  of  commerce^"  the  tax  on  tea  mnst  be  equally 
so.  Hence  they  voted  nnanimonsly  that  this  repeal  was  a 
mere  pretence,  and  that  the  daty  on  tea  was  retained  to  save 
the  "  right "  of  taxiii<jr.  At  once,  tliercfore,  they  renewed  the 
obligation,  formerly  made,  to  import  no  more  goods  ivom  £ng* 


1769,  to  I.  Mauduit,  Oct  27,  1769,  thority  of  Grrat  Britain  over  the  ool- 

and  to  J.  PownaU,  July  27,  l770,aad  onies.    But  1  can  take  upon  me  to 

Nov.  26,  1773.  assure  you,  notwithstiimUng  m.>iiiiu- 

'  For  a  defence  of  the  character  lions  to  the  contrary  from  men  of 

of  Hutchinson,  front  the  pen  of  Rev.  factious  nrtfi  Hc^litious  views,  that  his 

George  E.  Ellis,  see  the  Christian  £x-  m^esty's  present  admioistration  have 

•BUDer  Ibr  Nor.  1854, 403  et  seq.  it  no  time  entertaiiied  a  design  to 

*  Hillsborough  to  the  Govt-rnor  of  j)roj)Ose  to  Parliament  to  Liy  any  fiir- 

Connecticut,  May  13,  1769,  in  Trum-  ther  taxes  ujK>n  America  for  the  pur- 

buU  Mk>S.  ii.  207  ;  Orahame,  ii.  4ol ;  pose  of  raiding  a  revenue;  and  it  is  at 

Belsham'a  George  UL  i.  246,  247 ;  pr^ent  their  intention,  in  the  next 

Hutchinson,  iiL  2.52.   *'  The  whole  Ic-  (!eis*;ion  of  Parliament,  to  take  off  the 

gislature,"  wrote  Hillsborough,  "  con-  duties  upon  glass  and  colors,  u^on  con- 

fitur  in  the  opinion  adopted  by  hia  oderation  m  sucb  duties  heuw  lud 

majesty's  servants,  that  no  measures  contrary  to  the  true  jirinciples  or  coni- 

ought  to  he  taken  which  can  in  any  meroe.     See  the  reuly  of  Pitkin,  in 

way  derogate  from  the  h^;ialatiTe  an-  Tnmibull  MSS^  xL  SSS. 
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land,  a  few  specified  articles  only  excepted,  unless  the  reycnne  chap. 
laws  should  be  fully  repealed ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
were  invited  to  an  agreement  to  purchaae  nothing  from  those  im 
who  violated  this  engagement;  the  names  of  recDsant  inh 
porters  were  to  be  pablished ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  llic  acts  of  trade,  and  to  prepare  a  statrmciit 
of  the  embarrassmeutd  to  which  commerce  was  subjected 
thereby.^ 

In  aooordanoe  with  these  proeeedingSi  the  first  step  taken 
was  to  publish  in  the  newspapers  the  names  of  those  who  per-  A«g.ii. 
nsted  in  importing  goods  contrarj  to  agreement) "  that  there 

might  be  the  concurrence  of  every  person  upon  the  continent  in 
renderinti;  their  base  and  dano^erous  desifrns  abortive;"*  and, 
shortly  after,  two  of  the  principal  merchants,  whose  ship  had  Aug. 38. 
recently  arrived,  were  waited  apon  by  the  committee,  and  com- 
pelled to  snbscribe  an  engsgement  to  sell  none  of  their  goods 
until  the  time  fixed  npon  for  non-importation  had  expired.* 
F^tctors,  to  whom  goods  had  been  consigned,  were  likewise 
compelled  to  reship  them  to  their  principals  in  Eni^land.  And 
there  was  a  general  determination  that  the  agreement  should 
be  complied  with,  and  that  those  who  were  refractory  should 
be  dealt  with  summarily  to  reduce  fhem  to  obedience.^ 

The  son  of  Bernard  and  two  sons  of  Hutchinson  were 
among  the  few  who  refused  to  submit  to  these  measures ;  and, 
at  a  public  meeting  m  I'ancuil  Hall,  Hancock  proposed  to  send  Aug. 
for  the  latter,  to  reprove  them  for  their  stubboi  iiiit^cjs  —  hint- 
ing, what  was  true,  that  their  father  was  himself  "  a  partner 
with  them  in  their  kkte  extraordinaiy  importations  of  tea." 
Bat  a  more  prudent  course  was  adopted ;  and,  as  the  best 
means  of  coercion,  a  paper  was  oirenlated  from  house  to  houses 

^  Mass.  Qaxette  for  July  27. 176d ;  *  HutchiiuoQ,  ilL  m 

BortoQ  Oasette  for  July  31,  1769;  *  BtMton  News  Letter  Ibr  Aug.  SI, 

Obsenr.  on  iieveral  Acts  of  PlarL,  pub.  1769 ;  Tlvilchinson,  ill.  258. 

by  the  Merclnnts  of  Boston,  17B9;  *  Tlutchin^on  to  Bcrnfird,  Oct.  19, 

Hutchinson,  iiL  2j2,  'iCid;  Grohame,  176^  ;  Hutchinson's  Ilist.  iiL  25B, 
it  452. 
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CHAP,  wbidi  nearly  every  one  agned,  agreeing  not  to  parohase  d 

"^^^^^  yielded.* 
1700.  The  anniversary  of  the  outbreak  against  the  stamp  act  was 
oelebrated  this  year  with  great  parade.  At  Dorchester,  Joha 
Adams  "  dined  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  Sons  of  Liborfy  at 
Bohinson's,  the  sign  of  Ihe  Liberty  Tree.''  Two  tablea  were 
**laid  in  the  open  field,  by  the  bam,  with  between  three  and 
lour  hundred  plates,  and  an  awning  of  sailcloth  over  head  ;  ^ 
and,  though  the  rain  poured  without,  which  made  "some  aljate- 
ment  of  their  pleasures,"  the  day  was  for  the  most  part  agreea- 
bly spent  "Mr.  Diddnson,  the  Fannys  brother,  and  Mr. 
Beed,  Ihe  secretary  of  Kew  Jersey/'  were  there,  as  was  also 
Balch,  the  wit  of  the  province,  who  diverted  the  andience  with 
his  wonderful  mimicry.  The  "  Liberty  Song"  was  sung  as  a 
duet ;  and  the  whole  company  joined  in  the  chorus.  The 
toasts  which  were  drunk  were  appropriate  and  spirited  j  and 
"strong  haltersi  firm  blocks,  and  sharp  axes,  to  such  as  deserve 
etther,**  were  the  words  of  the  fi>rty-fifth.  In  the  afternoon, 
between  foor  and  five,  the  company  broke  np ;  the  carriages 
were  got  ready,"  and  a  procession  of  a  mile  and  a  half  la 
lenfrth  was  formed,  which  entered  the  town  before  dark, 
marched  round  the  State  Uouse,  and  then  disjx  rsed.  Oiii 
and  Samoel  Adams,"  wrote  the  kinsman  of  the  latter,  are 
politic  in  promoting  these  festivals ;  for  they  tinge  the  minds 
of  the  people,  they  impregnate  them  with  the  s^timents  of 
liberty ;  they  render  the  people  fond  of  their  leaders  in  the 
cause,  and  averse  and  bitter  against  all  opposers."  *"  To  the 
honor  of  the  Sons,"  he  adds,  I  did  not  see  one  person  intox- 
icated, or  near  it."  • 

Ck>pies  of  letters  from  pnblio  officers  to  the  ministry,  taken 
by  Beckford,  had  been  published  in  Boston.'  Otis  was  oen- 


*  Boston  Gazette  for  Aug.  14  and  it  218;  Boston  Gaze  tte  for  Aug.  21, 
Sept  4»  1768}  HutohioMii  to  Ber-  1769;  Bancroft,  vi.  im. 

Dard,  Aug.  8,  1769.  '  nutchlnson  to  Mauduit,  .\nrn  Ifi, 

*  Joluk  Adams's  Diaryi  in  Works,  1769.   Authentic  copies  of  leners^ 
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Burcd  in  these  letters  as  a  "  demagogue  ; "  and,  as  the  wanntJi  chap. 
of  his  zcai  in  the  cause  of  liberty  had  sensibly  wrought  upon  3^ 
his  susceptible  nerves,  he  WM  nearly  beside  himself  with  anger.  17681. 
In  this  asd  condition  he  proToked  an  afiCray  with  Robinson,  Btpt  9. 
one  of  the  rerenne  officer^  at  the  British  Coffee  House,  on 
King,  now  State,  Street,  and  was  severely  wounded  by  a  blow 
on  the  head.    Tlie  sympathy  lluit  was  felt  for  him,  and  the 
odium  wiiii  which  the  conduct  of  the  officers  was  viewed, 
tinged  this  transaction  with  a  tragical  hue,  and  quarrels  be- 
tween the  people  and  the  officers  increased.'  The  merchants 
of  Boston  were  likewise  again  aroused  to  action  bj  letters  from 
New  York,  inviting  them  to  extend  indefinitely  the  non-impor- 
tation agreement ;  and,  by  the  influence  of  Molineux,  Samuel  Oet  17. 
Adams,  ami  William  Cooper,  they  were  readily  induced  to 
comply  with  this  request.^   The  next  day  the  town  published  Oct.  is. 
its  "  Appeal  to  the  World,"  or  "  vindication  from  the  asper- 
sions "  of  Bernard  and  others.^  The  tone  of  this  iqipeal  was 
fearless,  yet  candid ;  bat  Hntchinson,  who  felt  that  his  own 


memorials  Sx.,  mitten  by  Bernardi 
Hood,  and  the  oommimionen  to  th« 

miniMtry,  were  transmlttod  to  the  se- 
lectmen of  Boston  byBoikn,and  read 
at  a  town  meetinf?'  Oct.  4.  Boirton 
Kcwi  Letter  for  O  r.  5,  1769. 

'  M  iss.  Gazette  for  Sept.  7, 1 1.  and 
Hi  1 769 ;  Boston  Gazette  tur  Seut  1 1 
and  18*  1769  {  Boston  News  Letter 
for  Sr])t.  2!,  1700;  Tudor's  Life  of 
Otis  362;  Snow's  UjaL  of  Boston, 
277 ;  Bancroft,  tL  310.  Otis  sued 
Robinson  for  the  injuriea  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  obtained  a  verdict  for 
£2000  damages ;  but  on  recdWng  a 
enitable  apology  from  the  defendant, 
he  remitted  the  fine.  That  ner\ous 
irritability,  which  ended  in  innanity, 
was  at  this  time  ikat  inereenng  upon 
the  once  noble  patriot.  "Otis,  writes 
J'»hn  Adams,  Diary,  in  Works,  li.  22f5, 
227,  'Mti  in  confusion  yet  I  he  \o^& 
himself;  he  xambles and wanden  like 
a  ship  without  a  helm.  ...  I 
leari  I  tzemble,  X  mourn  for  the  man 


and  for  his  oountn^;  many  others 
moum  oter  him  vnh  tean  in  their 

eyes." 

•  llutchiiuon  to   ,  Oct  17, 

1769;  Dalrymple  to  Gage,  Oct.  22, 
1769;  Bancroft,  vi.  311. 

'  The  f'tlc  nf  th't'*  document  •was, 
"An  Appt'iil  La  ilie  World,  or  a  Vin- 
dication of  the  Town  of  Boston  from 
nnny  False  and  Malicious  AsjXTsioni 
contained  in  certain  Letters  and 
morials  written  by  Goyemor  Bernard* 
General  Gage,  Commodore  Hood, the 
Commi*'^ioners  of  the  .\merican  Board 
of  Cu-stoms,  and  others,  and  by  them 
respectively  tran.^mitted  to  the  British 
MinistT)'.  '  PuhlisluMl  1»v  Order  of  the 
Town.  Printed  and  sold  by  £des  and 
Gill,  in  Queen  Street,  Barton,  1760,* 
pp.  34.  This  appeal  wa.s  most  prolw- 
nfy  written  by  Samuel  .Xduns.as  large 
fni^ments  of  the  dnuf^ht  in  his  hand- 
wntin^  are  still  in  exi.stence.  Comp. 
Boston  News  Letter  for  Oct.  26, 1769, 
and  Boston  Gazette  for  Oct.  30, 1769. 
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CHAP.  cr)!iiliir  t  was  robukerl  in  it,  en(lc»ayored  to  wipe  off  the  uiifavoi> 
J^}^  able  impressions  it  might  produce  in  England  by  renewing  Ms 
itwl  charges  against  the  people ;  and,  1^  secret  despatches,  he  sent 
word  to  GrenTiUe^  to  JeDkinBon,  and  to  HiUsboroogh  tfaat 
all  wodd  be  set  right  if  Parliament,  witiun  the  first  week 
of  its  session,  would  change  the  inimicipal  government  of  Bos- 
ton, incapacitate  its  patriots  to  hold  any  public  office,  and 
restore  the  Tigor  of  authority  by  decislTe  action.'^  ^    At  the 
same  time,  to  prepare  for  the  inaction  of  Parliament,  he  seat 
orders  for  a  large  snppi  j  of  teas  for  the  shop  of  his  sons,  and 
instructed  his  correspondents  how  to  forward  them  so  as  to 
elude  the  Tigilance  of  the  committees  of  Boston.* 

Hitherto  the  conduct  of  the  people  had  been  decorons.  Bat, 
considering  the  provocations  they  were  constantly  receiving, 
not  only  from  the  soldiers,  but  from  refractory  merchants  and 
headstrong  loyalists,  they  should  not  be  too  sharply  censured 
l(  in  a  few  cases,  they  departed  from  their  usual  oourae^  and 
expressed  their  feelings  by  peculiar  and  decisive  marks  of  dis- 
Oct  28.  pleasure.  One  such  instauce  occurred  at  this  time,  when  a 
"great  number  of  ])eoplo,"  a  "little  after  sunset,"  seized  "an 
iui'oruier  against  the  breaches  of  the  acts  of  trade,"  and,  having 
Stripped  him  of  a  "great  part  of  his  clothing,^'  and  tarred 
and  feathered  him  upon  his  naked  body,"  "carted  him  about 
the  town,  requiring  the  inhabitants  to  place  lights  in  theur 
windows,  and  terrifying  them  with  confused  noise,  tnmolt,  and 
uproar."'  Meiu,  a  printer,  whobc  publications  had  given 
offence,  was  likewise  assaulted  on  King  btrect,  and  in  the 
scuffle  which  ensued  pistols  were  fired.  For  protection  he  fled 
to  the  main  guard ;  bat  the  people  followed,  and  insisted  upon 


'  Hutchinson  to  Bernard.  Oct  19, 
to  Whatelev,  Oct  20,  and  to  Pownall, 
Oct.  23,  1709;  Grcmille  Conwp.  n. 
486;  lkncruft,\-L  313. 

*  HuiehiiMon  to  W.  Phbnflr,  Oct 
5  and  24,  1769. 

'  Proelamation  of  Hutehinaoii,  of 


Oct  30,  in  Mass.  Gaztttc  fur  Nov.  2, 
1769 ;  I^hj-mple  to  Gajsrc,  Oct  29^ 
1769;  Hutchi:i  in  to  Bernard.  Oct 
30,  and  to  Uiilsborough.  Oct  31, 
1760j  BoetcNi  Ouetto  tat  Nov.  6^ 
1709. 
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his  being  delivered  up  to  them.  He  finally  escaped  in  disguise, 
and  absconded  from  the  town.^  The  soldiers,  in  the  mean 
time,  were  "  rendered  desperate ; "  and  a  captain  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  regiment  Boid  to  his  men,  If  thej  toneh  yon,  nm  them 
Ibroogh  the  bodies.''*  For  this  speedi  he  was  indicted ;  and, 
shortly  after,  the  grmd  jury  for  the  ooonty  of  Snflblk  found  a 
true  bill  against  Gage  and  others  for  "  slanderinsr  the  town  of 
Jiostoii.''^  The  troops  were  rapidly  Itecdtninir  "  tin  objects  of 
the  contempt  evea  of  women  and  children  ; "  and  the  position 
in  which  they  were  placed,  to  persouB  of  their  temper,  was 
eioeediDgly  hnmiliating.'^ 

Hntchinson  was  appalled  hy  the  qnrit  of  fhe  people.  To 
his  mind  it  was  evident  that,  without  a  further  exertion  of 
power  and  anthority  from  tlie  kingdom,  acts  of  Parliament  for 
raising  money  by  taxes  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  coloui(^ 
eonld  never  be  carried  into  execution.^'  "  The  people,^'  says 
he, "  were  determined  to  resist  thenu  There  was  no  power, 
kgisIatiTe  or  execative,  within  die  oolonies^  which  wonid  exert 
itself  in  checking  this  resistance.  A  military  force  was  of  no 
sort  of  use.  Without  the  direction  of  a  civil  magistrate,  it 
remained  perfectly  inactive  in  all  times  of  tumult  and  riot."' 

£arly  in  January  Parliament  met,  and  the  American  qaes* 
tion  was  a  topic  of  debate.  Chatham,  who  for  more  than  two 
years  had  been  nnable  to  tske  part  in  tiie  transaetion  of  busl* 
ness,*  had  so  far  reeovered  as  to  Tontore  to  appear  in  the 
House  of  Lords  ;  and  curiosity  was  excited  to  hear  what  he 
would  say.   The  king,  in  his  speech,  with  the  "  misery  of  a 

'  Hutchiosoo,  iiL  258-260.  Com  p.  ciliation,  which  be  had  lon^  anxiously 

BcMtoQ  Nem  Letter  for  Aug.  31,  sought,  with  his  brother-in-law,  Lord 

1  lCi\r,  tad  Mam.  Oaaetto  fat  Sqit*  7|  Temple.  \^  hom  he  had  erer  loved  and 

1769.  flrtecmed,  hut  who^te  friendshii),  in  a 

*  fiuicroft,  vi.  314.  moment  of  political  elation,  he  had 
'  Uutehmaon,  iiL  882,  S6S)  Bm»-  imhappily  lost  Thie  event,  in  eon- 

Croftf  vi.  3!4.  junction  with  othci-s,  is  supixHcd  to 

*  S.  Adam^i  to  J>e  }ierdt,Noy,  6y   have  had  a  favorable  influence  uiMll 


*  He  hadxeoeotlyeftoledaxegoih  a66»LocdMeliflii'tHMt.Eiii.T.aH* 


xn. 

17W. 
Hot. 


1770. 


1769;  HutcfunHon,  iii.  263. 
»  Hist  iiL  263. 
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CHAP,  ruined  grazier  rather  than  with  the  dignity  of  an  Enprlish  sov- 
3^  crcign,"  found  himself  obliged,  before  proceeding  to  other  mat- 
1778.  ters,  to  aDBOQnoe  to  the  gnardianB  of  the  {public  welfare  that 
"  tho  distemper  among  tiie  hoenid  cattlb  had  lately  broken 
out  in  the  kingdom,  notwitiistatidiDg  every  precantion  that  had 
been  used  fbr  preventing  the  inflsotion  fWrn  foreign  parts." 
This  reference  in  itself  appeared  so  ridiculous  that  it  oxcitetl 
the  merrimcut  of  tlit;  witlings  of  the  court ;  and  the  whole  s^os- 
sion,  in  conseqaenoe,  was  named  "the  hoened  cattle  sest 
8ion/'  ^  Bat  it  was  perhaps  well  that  there  was  something  ta> 
excite  good  hamor ;  for,  when  graver  qnestionB  came  to  be 
dtacnesed,  there  was  need  of  each  hnmor  to  temper  the  heatsd 
passions  of  the  disputants. 

The  speecli  of  Pitt,  on  the  motion  for  an  address  to  the  king, 
was  marked  with  his  wonted  intellectual  vigor.  To  his  enemies 
he  seemed  as  one  risen  from  the  dead,  armed  with  saperDatnral 
power  to  scatter  oonfnsion  and  dismay  in  tfadr  camp.  His 
friends  were  reminded  of  the  fable  of  the  swan,  whose  latest 
notes  are  said  to  be  the  sweetest'  Every  one  hung  on  his 
lips  witli  attention  ;  and  the  House  of  Lords  was  hushed  to 
silence.  Commencing  with  a  compliment  to  the  Duke  of  An- 
caster,  the  mover  of  the  address,  and  acknowledging  his  pe^ 
sonal  obligations  to  the  king,  he  proceeded  to  bewail  the 
nnsatis&ctofy  state  of  fordgn  afiiurs,  whioh  he  principally 
ascribed  to  the  manner  in  which  the  treaty  of  Paris  was  con* 
eluded.  But,  important  as  were  these  mattei-s,  there  were 
others  of  {ijeater  consequence  which  demanded  attention  — 
the  measures  which  had  led  to  the  estrangement  of  the  colo- 

*  Debates  in  Piiiri.  t.  202 ;  Lofd  pressed,  resumed  their  pristine  fi»ee 
Mahon's  Hist.  Eng.  v.  246;  Boston  and  vifjor;  and  it  I«»  remarkaMo  thi% 
News  Letter  for  March  22,  1770.  from  this  time  to  tbe  termination  ai 
The  addren  of  the  Lordt  and  Ooiii-  Ins  Hfe,  diey  shorn  out  with  a  bright 
mnm  in  re))]y  nviv  he  soen  in  the  ness  and  lustre  in  no  respect  inferior 
NewR  l^etter  tor  April  6,  1770.  to  that  which  they  displayed  in  the 

•  "  With  his  health,"  says  Belsham,  tali  mendian  of  hiis  long  and  glcoioua 
Ciooi^  III.  i.  255,  "  his  intellectual  career."  See  alio  LoidMahOii%IiBik 
fiumltieai  ao  long  ekwded  and  op-  jBog.  ?.  344. 
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onies.  "T  own,"  said  he,  "my  natural  partiality  to  America,  chap. 
and  am  inclined  to  make  allowance  for  all  excesses.  iThe  pco 
pte  of  the  colonies  ehoold  be  treated  with  tendemefls.  Their  1770. 
ebnlUtionB  of  liberty,  which  have  broken  out  upon  the  skin,  are 
a  sign,  if  not  of  perfect  health,  at  least  of  a  Tigorons  constitu- 
tion, and  must  not  be  driTen  in  too  suddenly,  lest  they  strike 
to  the  heart.  With  these  views,  I  object  to  the  word  mi  war- 
rantable '  in  the  address.  It  is  passing  sentence  without  hear- 
ing the  cause  or  knowing  the  facts.  What  I  have  heard  of 
the  combinations  in  America,  and  of  their  sacoess  in  supplying 
themselves  with  goods  of  their  own  manofactore,  has  indeed 
ahmned  me  for  the  commercial  interests  of  the  mother  conn- 
try;  but  I  cannot  conceive  in  what  scusC  they  can  be  called 
illegal,  much  h?s.s  how  a  declaration  of  this  house  can  remove 
the  evil.  They  may  be  daogei'ous ;  and  I  could  wish  (0  have 
this  word  sabstituted  for  unwarrantable. 

''The  discontent  of  two  millions  of  people  deseryes  considei^ 
ation,  and  its  foundation  should  be  removed.  But  I  shall  give 
my  opinion  more  fully  on  this  subject  when  authentic  informa- 
tion shall  be  laid  before  the  house.  For  the  present  I  will 
only  say  tJiat  we  should  be  cautious  how  we  invade  the  liber- 
ties of  any  part  of  our  feUow-sul^ecta,  however  remote  in  sit^ 
nation  or  unable  to  make  resistance.  liberty  is  a  plant  that 
deserves  to  be  cherished.  I  love  the  tree,  and  wish  well  to 
its  branches,  wherever  they  are.  lAke  the  vine  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, it  has  spread  from  cast  to  west,  ha3  embraced  whole 
nations  \\  ith  its  brandies,  and  sheltered  them  under  its  leaves. 
The  Americans  have  purchased  their  liberty  at  a  dear  rate ; 
since  they  quitted  their  native  country,  and  went  in  search 
of  freedom  to  a  desert.''  ^ 

*  Delates  in  FuL      127-131 1  «»,  and  says,  "The  ye|MNrt  of  the 

Johnson  In  Trumbull,  Jan.  10,  1770,  American  on  America  is  the  safest 

in  Bancroft,  vL  323  ;  Ijord  M  ihmVs  ^lide.  The  A  mericin  understood  the 

Uist.  Eng.  V.  240-248  ;  BeWiLiin's  fi^mro  ul"  llie  vine  to  refer  to  lil)erty  in 

(Jeotge  UL  L  250.    Bancroft  ^ives  America.  Giathitm  never  meant  to  say 

the  prefefeaee  to  the  aketoh  of  John*  it  bed  embmoed  whole  oatioiit."  1  ace 
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CHAP.     Camden,  who  had  once  resisted  oppressing  the  colonies,  bot 
who  aftonrarda  retracted,  was  aroased  by  this  speech,  and, 
im  risiiig  iiroiii  the  woolsack,  pledged  hhnsdf  tfaenoefoilih  to  take 
a  nobler  course.       have  sofiered  myself  too  long,"  said  h6, 

**  to  be  trammelled  by  the  ministers  of  his  mtyesty.  For  some 
time  I  have  beheld  with  silent  indic^nation  their  arbitrarr 
measures.  I  have  often  drooped  and  hung  down  my  head  in 
coundl,  and  disappro?ed  by  my  looks  those  step??  which  I 
knew  my  avowed  oppontion  could  not  prevent  I  will  do  so 
no  longer,  bnt  openly  and  boldly  speak  my  sentimenls.  I  now 
proclaim  to  tiie  world  that  I  entirely  coincide  in  th^  opinion 
expres.«cd  by  my  noble  friend,  whose  presence  reaLumaica  yu>, 
touching  this  illegal  and  unconsUluLioaal  vote."' 

The  debate  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  was  equally  spirited  j 
and,  on  the  article  of  the  American  afiiaiis,  the  ministry  wen 
sharply  treated,  and  condemned  for  haying  done  eveiy  thing 
without  success.  In  realitf ,  it  was  said,  they  had  done  vecy 
little — and  that  little  injudiciously,  weakly,  and  inconsistently. 
Last  year  the  king  had  declared  America  in  actual  rebellioo. 
The  House  had  desired  him  to  send  for  the  rebels,  to  be  tried 
in  Eugland.  The  Americans  had  reeolv^  this  vote  to  be  ille- 
gal and  unconstitutional ;  yet  no  notice  had  been  taken  of 
their  behavior.  This  had  rendered  the  resolutions  of  Parlia- 
ment ridiculons  and  contemptible.  Barrft,  as  usual,  appeared 
as  the  defender  of  the  colonies.  "The  people  of  Enirland.'' 
said  lie,  "know,  the  people  of  Ireland  knosv.  and  ihe  American 
people that  the  iron  hand  of  ministerial  despotism  is  lifted 
up  against  them ;  but  it  is  not  less  formidable  against  the 
prince  than  against  the  people."  The  trumpeters  of  sedi' 
tion,"  was  the  reply  of  Lord  North,  '^have  prodnoed  the  dissA 

no  reason,  however,  to  doubt  the  ruI>-  Lord  Mahon's  Hist  Eng.  t.  248. 

•taalid  correctness  of  the  general  i»-  Thtt  Speech  of  Gunden  hM  immediate 

ports.    The  Amoriam  is  as  likely  to  rpferpnre  to  the  rote  incapacitating* 

nave  Amerioanized  the  speech  as  the  Wilkes  from  holdir^  a  seat  in  the 

PngKAmatt  fo  h&w  AiigUcuMd  it  HooM  of  OoouiioiiBi  hut the  pkd|£» 

^DebitM  in  M  v.  141,  142f  lamgeaenL 
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fbction.   The  dranken  zagBmaffins  oi  a  Toeiferoiia  mob  are  chap. 
exalted  into  equal  importaooe  with  meD  of  jadgment^  of  mor- 
ah,  and  of  property.  I  can  never  acqviesoe  in  the  abrard  vno, 
opinion  that  all  men  are  eqnal.  The  eonteat  in  America, 

which  at  first  miiTlit  Iimyo  been  easily  ended,  is  now  for  no  less 
than  f^uvereigiity  on  one  side  and  independence  on  tlie  other."* 
From  thr  temper  of  both  Houses  it  was  evident  that  nothing 
wonld  be  iamiediately  done  tending  to  the  relief  of  the  colo- 
nies.  Changea  in  the  ministry  followed ;  the  new  tory  parfy  jw^n 
took  poflBeBBion  of  the  calnnet;  difBeoltieB  inereaaed;  and 
political  grievances  remained  unredressed.  "The  ship  of 
state,"  said  Barr^,  "  tossed  on  a  stormy  sea.  is  scudding  under 
a  jury  mast,  and  hangs  out  signals  for  pilots  from  tlie  otiier 
aide."  "The  pilots  on  board,"  was  the  reply  of  Lord  North, 
^are  capable  of  conducting  her  into  port''  How  capable  they 
were  tune  aoon  proved. 

The  legislature  of  IfasBaohnfletta  was  to  meet  in  January ;  Jtt.10. 
but  just  as  the  meral)crs  were  preparin*.'  for  their  journey  to 
the  metropolis,  llutcbiusou  prorogued  the  court  to  the  middle 
of  March.'  The  reason  assigned  for  this  step  was  an  ai  bitrary 
instruction  from  the  £arl  of  Hillsborough,  the  validity  of  which 
Samuel  Adams  denied^  The  nonrimportation  agreement  had 
expired  by  limitation ;  and  the  sons  of  Hutdhinson, "  supposing  7an.  i. 
they  had  a  right  to  be  repossessed  of  their  goods  and  to  dis- 
pose of  them  as  they  thought  fit,"  ln  oko  the  padlock  which  the 
.  committee  had  placed  on  their  warehouse,  and  secretly  made 
sales  of  the  teas  deposited  there,  which  had  advanced  in  value 
one  hundred  per  cent*  A  meeting  of  merchants  was  imme*  Jw.ii 

'  Debates  in  Pari.  V.         20*1  Lord  North,  in  CavenrlNh  Belmtes,  i. 

Bancroft,  vi.  322.  488.   The  sons  of  Hutchiwion,  with 

'  Lord  Mahon's  Hint  Eng.  v.  250  Theophilus  Lillie  and  others  entered 

—263 ;  Bancroft,  vi.  325-327.  into  an  agreement  in  October,  1769^ 

*  Hutchinson  to  Bernard,  .Tan,  10,  to  abide  by  the  re^sohitions  of  the  mer» 
1770;  Joiur.  H.  of  R.  for  1770,  90.  chants,  and  to  deliver  up  the  tea  they 

*  H!llilMyroiightoHtitdmiBon,No?.  had  imported.  BoiCoii  News  Letter 
4,  1709;  Vhulcx,  in  Boston  Gazette  for  Ott-  5,  1789.  See  also  ibid,  for 
for  Jan.  8,  1770  ;  Bancroft,  vi.  329.  Dec  14,  1769,  and  Jan.  4, 1110,  for 

*  Hutchinaon's  HisL  iiL  266,  267 }  other  names. 
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CHAP,  (liatc'ly  called,  and  the  committee  demanded  the  restoratiou  of 
the  goods ;  bat  oompiiancd  was  refused.  The  whole  body  then 
1770.  went  to  Hatchiosoa'a  honse^  and  repeated  the  demand ;  hoi, 
instead  of  opening  his  doors  to  them,  a  window  was  thrown 

uj),  at  which  his  honor  appeared,  "  warned  them  of  the  con^e- 
qnences  of  their  illegal,  riotous  proceedings,  and  requiml  \hm 
to  disperse."  *  "  We  come,"  was  the  reply,  to  treat  with 
yonr  sons,  who  hare  violated  their  contract>  to  which  tfadr 
honor  was  pledged."  "  A  contract  withont  a  Talnable  ooiiad- 
eration  is  not  Talid  in  law,**  was  the  rqoindor.  Yet  the  daef 
magistrate  was  [>crplexed ;  and  earlj  the  next  day,  after  coih 
sultinu;  wiih  Phillips,  the  moderator  of  the  meeting,  he  couKiit- 
ed  to  return  the  goods  which  were  unsold,  and  to  make  com- 
pensatioD  for  the  rest.  But  no  sooner  had  he  entered  into  this 
agreement  than  he  began  to  repent,"  and,  according  to  his 
own  statement, "  felt  more  tronble  and  distress  from  this  error 
in  his  public  trust  than  he  had  done  from  the  loss  and  damage 
to  his  private  fortune,  when  his  house  and  great  part  of  btt 
properly  were  destroyed."'  The  friends  of  Bernard  censured 
him  for  his  cowardice,  said  it  "  was  as  good  a  time  as  any  to 
have  called  out  the  troops,"  and  that  it  was  best  to  "  bring  mat* 
ters  to  extremities."  Balrymple  was  ready,  and  his  men  wot 
armed ;  but  no  orders  were  giren. 

Yet  the  peace  of  the  town  was  not  restored  ;  and  meetingt 
were  held  from  day  to  day.  Hutchinson  felt  the  embarrasfr 
ment  of  his  position,  and  the  Council  was  convened,  and  the 
members  were  urged  to  join  in  quieting  the  people ;  but  they 
declined  interfering.  The  justices  were  then  called  uponf  bat 
thej,  too,  declined,  saying  that,  **  though  these  assemblies  might 
lie  deemed  unwarrantable,  there  were  times  when  irregularities 
could  not  be  restrained  ;  and  this  was  a  time  when  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  greatly  agitated  and  disturbed  from  a  sense 

'  Hutchinson  to  Hillsborough,  Jan.    News  Letter  for  Jan.  25,  1770. 
24,  1770,  and  Hist,  iil  267 ;  Cooper      •  Hist,  iil  267. 
to  Fmalt,  Jan.  90,  1770|  BoMon 
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of  danger  to  their  just  rights  and  liberties."  The  aheriff  was  chap. 
lSbm  sent  to  the  adjonmed  meeting,  which  was  in  sessioii,  with 

a  paper  requiring  them,  in  his  majesty's  name,  to  disperse ;  but,  1770. 
though  tlie  paper  was  read,  the  meeting  uiiauiiaously  voted 
that  their  assembly  was  warranted  Viy  hiw,  and  that  they  were 
detcrmiued  to  keep  consciences  Yoid  of  offence  towards  God 
and  towards  man."  Hutchinson  saw  that  the  answer  which 
was  sent  to  him  was  in  Ihe  handwritmg  of  Hanoock ;  and  he 
presenred  the  autograph  as  evidence  against  him,  diodd  he 
ever  be  tried  for  treason.^ 

The  next  step  of  the  meeting  was  to  proscribe  by  name  four 
persons  who  liad  lieguu  to  sell  contrary  to  agreement ;  and 
they  were  declared  enemies  to  their  country,  who  should  be 
treated  as  such, "  by  withholding,  not  only  all  oonmiercial  deal- 
ing, but  every  act  and  office  of  common,  dvility." '  To  give 
greater  effect  to  this  proscription,  posts  were  planted  before  the 
doors  of  the  recusants,  with  a  hand  affixed  pointing  towards 
them  in  derision.  One  of  these  posts  was  placed  bofore  the 
door  of  Tbeophilus  Lillie  \  and  Eichardsoo,  a  neighbor  and 
an  informer,  endeavored  to  persuade  some  teamsters  from  the 
conntry,  who  were  passing  by,  to  break  it  down  by  driving 
against  it  the  wheels  of  their  carts.  A  crowd  soon  gathered ;  F«k  tl 
Rk^iardsoD  was  chased  home ;  his  house  was  surrounded ;  and 
bricks  and  stones  were  thrown  at  the  \nndows.  To  repel  the 
assailants,  a  random  sliut  was  tu'cd  among  them  ;  and  a  lad  of 
eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age —  the  son  of  a  poor  German— 

•  Boston  yews  Lett<»r  for  Feb.  1,  *  Hutehin«ion,  uL  268.   On  the  4th 

177U;  UutchitMOQ  to  Uiibborough,  of  October,  1769,  at  a  town  meeting, 

Feb.  2S,  1770,  nnd  H^it  iu.  267, 266 ;  the  names  of  leTeml  ▼iolaton  of  the 

Bancroft,  vL  331.  **  While  these  coin-  afrrocmtnt  were  ordt-rod  to  he  entered 

biniiiions  are  tolerated,"  uTote  Hutch-  on  the  records,  "  that  posterity  may 

inson  to  Bernard,  Feb,  28, 1770,  '"gov-  know  who  tho«e  permns  were  that 

eniment  caa  never  be  restored.  Tney  preferred  their  little  private  adva n  1 1  l;> - 

never  will  be  suppressed  hy  any  pow-  to  the  common  interests  of  all  the  co^ 

er  within  themselves ;  fur  both  the  onies  in  a  point  of  the  ffieatejit  impor- 

legisktive  and  executive  power  join  tMoee.*  Boeton  News  Letter  fer  Oct. 

v,':^}]  the  body  of  the  i>eot)le  in  the  6,  1799. 
combination."    Almoas  xlemembr. 
for  1776,  46. 
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CHAF.  was  mortally  wounded.    The  excitement  became  intenae;  and 
.^^^  the  murderer  was  seized  and  cast  into  prison.* 
1770.     The  fhneral  of  the  lad  was  attended  by  "all  the  friends  of 
^'  fibertjr,"  and  the  colBii  was  covered  with  appropriate  iDBaip- 
tions.*  Five  hundred  children  walked  in  ooapleB  in  front  of 
the  bier ;  six  of  his  playmates  held  the  pall ;  his  rclativea  fol- 
Lnvid  ;  after  them  came  thirteen  hundred  inhabitants  on  foot; 
and  chaises  and  chariots  closed  the  procesaioii.  A  more  mym- 
ing  Bpectade  had  seldom  been  witnened ;  and,  as  the  long 
cortege  moved  on  from  Liberty  Tree  to  the  bnrying  phne^" 
the  impression  which  it  made  upon  the  miads  of  all  was  deep 
and  lasting.  The  first  blood  had  been  shed ;  the  first  victfan 
had  taiien.    And  the  Uioughlilii  tisked,  "  Where  will  tiiid 


The  murder  of  Snider  —  for  such  was  the  lad's  name  —  wig 
Hv.  s.  the  prelude  to  scenes  of  greater  violoice ;  and,  early  in  Mareb, 
an  affray  occurred  in  which  the  soldiery  were  engaged.  Ons 
of  their  number,  a  private  in  the  twen^-ninth  regimenti  west 
to  Cray's  ropewalk,  and  demanded  satisfaction  for  an  insnlt 
he  had  received,  but  was  repulsed.  He  then  challenired  any 
one  to  turn  out  and  fight  him  ;  his  challenge  was  accepted,  aud 
he  was  beaten.  ScTeral  of  his  companions  joined  him,  but  were 
driven  off.  A  still  larger  number  next  entered  the  field,  with 
dubs  and  cutlasses ;  but  thqri  too,  were  defeated.  The  pro* 
pnetor  of  the  works  tiien  interpoaedt  and  for  that  day  finrtiMr 
disturbance  was  prevented.* 

The  defeated  soldiers,  feeling  that  the  honor  of  their  regi- 
ment was  involved,  noarished  their  anger  through  Satordsj 

•  Hutchin^n  to  Beniard,  Feb.  28,  '  Po6t<tcript  to  Boston  Newt  Letter 

1770,  to  Tlillshorouph,  Feb.  2S,  1770,  for  March  8,  1770;  Testimony  of 

and  Hist,  iii.       ;  Snow's  Ili.sL  Bo8-  Nicholas  Ferritcr,  in  Ti-ial,  Sx.  23, 

ton,  278.  and  of  Ferriter,  Richardson,  FiiibOTi 

"  On  the  foot  of  the  coffin  were  the  and  Hill,  in  Narr.  of  Boston  Mai^- 


thende8,**/farel lolenitfAaftiiarun-  near  Green's  bairackti  m  AUl&woii 
do  ;  "  and  on  the  head,  "  [nnocfntia  Street.  Narr.  Boattm  UtaMmoct,  21, 
nutquam  tuta."  Snow'*  Bottoo,  279.  note,  od.  XS49. 


end? 
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and  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  were  ready  to  rmi^  the  affiroat  chap. 
they  had  raoeiTed.   One  of  their  namber  ?ra8  heard  to  say, 
some  days  befora,  "I  will  never  mua  an  opportomly  of  firbg  1770. 
upon  the  inhabHants.  I  have  wanted  snch  an  opportonlty  ^ 

ever  since  I  landed."  *  And  there  can  bo  little  doubt  that  his 
conipaiiiuns  cherislied  the  pame  feelings.  For  had  they  not  all 
been  r^ubjected  for  a  long  time  to  derision  and  contempt  ?  Had 
not  their  temper  been  soared  by  insnlts  ?  And  had  not  their 
pessinns  been  imbittered  by  strifb Tme,  such  pmooations, 
however  great,  ooold  not  jostify  them  in  assomtng  the  oHea^ 
sive ;  nor  did  they  warrant  a  resort  to  violence  for  redress. 
Yet  the  conduct  of  those  who  fanned  the  embers  of  strife,  and 
who  sought  to  provoke  a  quarrel  with  the  troops,  was  certainly 
culpable.  "  The  cause  of  liberty/'  says  Dickinson,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  ''is  a  caose  of  too  much  dignity  to  be  sallied  by 
torbnlenoe  and  tomnlt  It  o^ght  to  be  maintained  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  her  nature.  Those  who  engage  in  it  ehonld  breathe 
a  sedate,  yet  fervent  spirit,  animating  them  to  actions  of  pru- 
dence, justice,  modesty,  bravery,  himiaiiiLy,  and  magnanimity."' 
There  are  always  some,  however,  over  whom  sooh  counsels, 
though  well  meant,  have  very  little  influence ;  and  a  distino- 
ticm  shonld  be  made  between  the  conduct  of  the  prudent,  who 
depirecate  violence,  and  of  the  headstrong,  who  can  brook  no 
restraint.  It  is  generaUy  the  latter  who,  in  aU  revolutions, 
have  precipitated  the  strncrgle  ;  and  to  their  rashness  the  effu- 
sion of  blood  must  be  attributed. 
The  narrative  of  the  massacre  of  the  fifth  of  March  is  a 


*  Tefltimony  of  Hetaaaogmtft  hi  but  flashed  indignant  fire."  See  also 
Trial.       22,  ed.  1807.  J.  Adams's  IHi-^ ,  \n  Works,  it  229, 

*  See  Uuiocy's  speech  at  their  trial  Endeavors  had  been  systematioUl^ 
^No  room  was  left  for  oordiality and  imnued  Ibr  many  months,  by  oerlaia 
friend>hi]).  ]>Iscoiitcnt  was  seated  on  ousy  characters,  to  excite  ^uarreLs 
almost  every  brow.  Instead  of  tlwt  rencounters,  and  combats,  single  or 
hosjutality  that  he  thought  himself  compound,  in  the  night,  between  the 
entided  Us  Kom,  contempt,  and  sil^t  inhabitants  of  the  tower  class  and  the 
murmnr<  were  his  reception.  Almn^r  pnlfHor^,  and  nt  all  risks  to  cnkindia 
every  countenance  bwd:ed  with  a  dior  au  immortal  hatred  between  them.** 
contented  glooin,  and  iiaice  an  eya     *  Vtame^t  Letlan. 
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CHAP,  melancholy  proof  of  tlie  evils  wliich  sprinir  from  the  w  iM 
turbulence  of  human  passions.  The  soldiers  had  prepared 
1770.  for  an  assault  before  the  evening,  by  armmg  tbemselTes 
^*  witii  bladgeonsi'  and  warning  tfaeiT  friaids  to  tarty  at  borne.* 
How  far  the  officers  were  aware  of  these  proceedings  it  is 
difficult  to  say.  That  they  must  have  had  some  cognizanee  of 
what  was  passing  can  l.  ir  ily  he  doubted,  unless  they  were 
uncommonly  devoid  of  iuteliigence.  Nor  do  they  seem  to  have 
taken  the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  bloodshed  by  con- 
fining their  men  in  the  barracks  at  the  earliest  hoar  prescribed 
by  military  mle.  A  lasness  of  discipline  prevailed ;  and  the 
troope  were  left  to  do  much  as  they  pleased. 

During  the  day  tbure  had  Ix-ea  a  fall  of  mow ;  but  as  night 
drew  on  tho  weather  cleared,  and  the  moon,  which  was  iu  its 
fust  quarter,  shone  brightly  upon  the  earth.^  At  an  early 
hour  "  clusters  of  the  inhabitants  were  observed  in  diflfercDt 
quarters  of  the  town,"  and  **  parties  of  soldiers  were  driving 
about  the  streets,  as  if  the  one  and  the  otl^er  had  something 
more  than  ordinary  upon  their  minds."  *  A  crowd  of  boys 
gathered ;  and  the  soldiers,  as  they  hurried  along,  struck  at 
the  inhabitants  indiscriminately  with  sticks  and  cutlai^ses.*  A 
fsw  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  four  young  men  came  down 
Gomhill  towards  Dock  Square and,  in  passii^  the  narrow 
alley  leading  to  Murray's  barraeks,^  they  were  attacked  by  a 
solder,  who  stood  in  the  alley  with  a  huge  broadsword  in  his 


>  Deposition  of  John  Fisher,  in  *  R.  T.  Bane,  at  the  trial  <^  the 

Boston  Narr.  40 ;  S.  Adams,  in  Boi>  iddien. 

tea  Gazette  for  Dec  31,  1770;  Post-  *  Hutchinson,  iU.  271. 

script  to  Bn?iton  News  Letter  for  *  Xirr.  of  Boston  Mi'*'^ere^  tdd 

March  H,  1770.    "  Tis  said  many  of  Trial,  i^c,  Testimony  of  Bojw. 

the  20th  regiment  have  armed  theii>-  '  Boston  Evening  Poet  far  MuA 

selves  witli  lilud^oons  of  iihoiil  two  12,  1770.   The  names  of  the:«e  young 

feet  long,  a  round  handle,  and  the  body  men  were  Edward  Archbald,  Fnncis 

of  the  club  three  Mtuuraw"  Arohbald,  William  Merchant^  and 

*  S.  Adams  in  Boston  Gajette  fior  John  I^eech. 

Dec.  21,  1770;  Testimony  of  Miiry  '  KuDw-n    ax    Boylston'a  Aliejr* 

Brailsford,  M;iry  Thayer,  Am.  Cope*  Snow's  Boetton,  27  y. 
hnd,  and  Mattoew  Adaiiu^  in  Mwr. 
83,  42,  43, 4«. 
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hua^t  which  he  was  brandishing  and  striking  against  the  walUi  csap. 
of  the  bnildings.  The  yoaths  returned  the  blow ;  and  an 

Irishman,  who  was  in  company  with  the  soldier,  ran  to  the  1770. 
barracks  for  assistance.  Two  men  came,  armed  with  shovel 
and  tongs  ;  but  they  were  driven  back.  A  moment  after,  ten 
or  twelve  soldiers,  armed  with  elubs,  catlasses,  and  bayonets, 
tomoltaonsly  rushed  out,  and  a  firay  ensned,  in  whioh  blows 
were  exchanged.^  Presently  a  voioe  cried,  Town  bom,  torn 
out  f "  and  the  cry  was  repeated,  pntil  a  large  conoonrse  Med 
the  streets.^  The  cry  of  "  Fire !  "  was  likewise  raise<l,  and  the 
bells  were  ruiiir.  More  of  "the  town\  people"  came  from 
towards  the  market,  and  "  there  was  a  squabble  and  a  noise 
between  them  and  the  officers.'' '  The  tnmnlt  increased ;  and 
from  every  quarter  citizens  horned  to  the  scene  of  strife. 
The  rage  of  the  soldiers  was  &st  beooming  nngovemable ; 
and,  as  a  lad  came  running  along,  with  his  hand  to  his  bead, 
crying  that  "he  was  killed,"  one  of  the  officers  "danuied  liim 
for  a  little  rascal,"  and  a  soldier  hastened  from  tlie  barrack 
gate  with  his  musket,  and  kneeling  on  one  kueo,  w  ith  his  face 
towards  the  alley,  shouted,  Damn  your  blood,  I  will  maiLe  a 
lane  through  you  all."  A  lieutenant  interposed  in  season  to 
prevent  his  firing,  and  pushed  him  towards  the  barrack ;  and 
when  he.  or  an  associate,  came  forth  and  renewed  his  threats, 
be  was  a  second  time  driven  back,  and  his  musket  was  taken 
from  him.^ 

A  few  prominent  citizens  had  by  this  time  ventured  into  the 
streets ;  and  one  of  these  requested  the  officers  to  oonflne  the 

*  Teatamoiiy  of  Gobam,  Polky,  At-  have  enoournged  the  soldiers  to  attack 
wood,  and  Ald^Mld«in  Nwr,  ftc^S-  the  people  by  shoutinc,'/*  Turn  out!  uid 
65, 67.  X  wul  stand  by  you.  Kill  them!  stick 

*  Testimony  of  Dr.  IGno*,  in  Tri-  tfiem !  knock  diem  down !  Run  your 

bI,  &c  53.  bayonets  through  them  ! "    There  is, 

'  Testimony  of  Dr.  HiT*""s  in  Tri-  howpv^^r,  nnmp  dhcreyancy  in  the  tes- 

ai,  &c.  54.  timouy  relative  to  his  conduct,  and  I 

*  Testimony  of  Dr.  Hirons,  Trial,  have  nreferred  not  to  bring  the  chai|pe 
&c.  54,  and  of  Kirk  wood,  iti  Xurr.  directly  egunst  him.   Ccnnp.  Nam 

Ensign  Muul,  according  to  the  &o.  58. 
teitbaony  of  Kidnrood,  ia  «id  to 
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CHAP,  soldiers  to  the  barracks.  This  thej  promised  to  do;  apou 
J^l^^  which  the  person  who  had  made  the  request  advised  tiie  people 
1770.  to  diflpene»  end  tbe  cry  wee  circulated, "  Home  I  home!  Bat 
Bome  ehoQted,  **  Hurrah  for  tiie  mam  goatdl  Ihere  ie  the  neeH*^ 
end  thither  thejr  hasteoed.^  The  etatioii  of  the  main  guard 
was  at  the  head  of  King,  now  State,  Street,  opjKisite  the  door 
on  the  south  side  of  the  town  house ;  and,  as  the  crowd  dis- 
persed, some  ran  up  Comhill,  others  up  Crooked,  now  Wilsoa^flt 
Ume,  and  others  ap  Boyal  Exchange  Lone,  now  Szchai^ge 
Street*  A  aentiiiel  was  slatioiied  at  the  door  of  flie  Custom 
House,  which  was  at  tiie  comer  of  Ezchaoge  Lane ;  and,  as 
the  crowd  drew  near,  the  boys  in  tbe  street  pelted  the  sentind 
with  siiuwlfails.-*  luimediately  lie  loaded  liis  musket,  and.  with 
bayonet  fixed,  pu^iicd  at  the  boys,  aud  commanded  tliem  to 
stand  off.^  Captain  Qoidfinch  passed  by ;  and  a  barber'a  lad 
shouted,  There  goes  a  mean  feUow,  who  has  not  paid  my  ma^ 
ter  for  dressing'  his  hair ; "  apon  which  the  seattnel  left  bis  post 
and  strode  tbe  lad,  who  staggered,  and  cried  from  the  pain  of 
the  blow.*  Soon  ten  or  twelve  soldiers,  armed  with  rntlasses, 
Ac,  came  rusliiiiLr  thronp-h  Silsby^s  Alley,  or  Cruuk<  d  Lane, 
crying:,  "  Where  are  your  Sous  of  Liberty  ?  Wliere  are  tbe 
cowards  ?  Knock  them  down." "  "  Do  yon  intend  to  murder 
the  people?"  was  asked  by  Atwood.  "  Tes,  by  Godl  —  root 
and  branch,"  was  the  reply ;  and  they  strw^  at  him,  and  at 
other  dtixens,  In  their  doorways,  as  they  pa^^ed,  compelling 
them  to  retire."^  Nearly  at  the  same  time  anotlier  party  of 
soldiers,  twelve  or  fifteen  in  Dumber,  came  from  the  southward. 


*  Testimony  of  Palmes,  in  Noir. 
70,  and  of  MitchelsonandHiKNU, 

in  Trial,  Hcc  48, 53,  54. 

*  SnoVt  Boaton,  280. 

'  Tesdmoay  of  Usher,  ia  Nan.  Ac 
86. 

*  Testimony  of  Usher,  in  Xarr.  &c. 
86. 

*  T«8tuno&y  of  lyier  oad  Le  fiar- 


OD,  fai  Narr.  &c  48,  50,  and  of  Cap- 
tain Goldflncli  and  Davis,  in  TmU 

&C56. 

*  T«8timoiiy  of  T>'Ier,  Le  Baxoo, 
Broadens  and  Dnnmo,  ia  Nair. 

48,  50,  58,  83. 

'  Testimony  of  Atwood,  in  Narr. 
&C.  69, 
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ID  to  King  Street,  and  passed  through  Comhill  towards  Mur-  chap. 
ray»s  barrackB.'  ^ 
Thirfy  or  fortj  boys  had  by  this  time  tflsenUed  in  Kiqg  im 
Street ;  aiid»  more  from  hniTado  than  from  malioep  it  wodd 
eeem,  they  oommenoed  annoying  the  sentinel,  and  dared  him  to 
fire.  Provoked  bv  their  conduct,  he  knocked  at  tlie  door  of 
the  custom  honsc,  and  a.skeil  for  assij^tance.  The  boys  pressed 
round  him,  »houtiug,  "  Fire,  and  be  damned  1  The  lobster 
dares  not  fire."  ^  Stand  off  1  he  cried ;  and  a  servant  ran 
to  the  guard  house,  which  was  near  by,  saying,  *'  They  are  kill- 
ing the  sentmel ;  torn  out  the  guard."  *  At  the  command  of 
Preston,  seven  or  eight  soldiers  were  detached,  and,  headed  by 
a  corporal,  and  followed  Ijy  Preston,  sword  in  hand,  they  were 
hastily  marched  and  posted  in  a  semicircle  between  the  custom 
house  door  and  the  west  corner  of  the  building,  where  the 
sentry  box  stood.^  No  sooner  were  they  thus  placed  than 
snowballs  and  even  sticks  were  thrown  from  the  crowd ;  and, 
as  they  pressed  upon  the  soldiers,  the  latter  pushed  at  them 
with  their  bayonets,  and  bade  them  "Stand  oflf."*  Finding 
the  jH  opk  j^iill  iVuctious,  Captain  Preston  ordered  his  men  to 
load  and  prime.  They  did  so,  and  stood  with  their  guus  breast 
high  and  bayonets  fixed.  "  Yon  are  not  going  to  fire? que- 
ried several  bystanders.  ''By  no  means,^  was  the  replj, 
"  unless  I  am  compelled  to.*'  **  For  God's  sake,"  said  Knox, 
grasping  at  Preston's  coat,  "take  your  men  back  again ;  if 
they  fire,  your  life  uiusL  answer  for  the  consequences."  "  I 
know  what  I  am  about,"  was  the  reply,  wiiiie  the  agitation  of 
his  countenance  belied  his  words.' 


*  Testhnony  of  Applctm,  in  Nair. 

&c  62. 

'  Testunonv  of  Taut,  Gun,  Knox, 
Tkjob,  and  MoftODt  in  Narr.  tea.  68^ 
64,  73,  74,  78. 

'  Testimony  of  Cunningham,  in 
Trial,  &c  65. 

*  TMoMMiy  of  Fd]0y,  HiDi  CUn, 


(Mmnngham,  Condon,  Wyat,  ReM^ 
Ooddara,  and  Whiston,  in  Narr. 
54,  62,  65,  66,  72,  77,  87,  89,  and 
Wakiroon,  m  Trial,  fte.  19. 

*  Testimony  of  Cain,  V-hcr.  Gnd- 
dard,  and  Hickliii^,  in  Narr.  6d, 
86-88,  and  of  Dodge,  in  Trial,  See,  a 

*  TailuiMXiy  oT  Fthum,  Wjat^ 
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CHAP.  When  the  pnldiers  hud  loaded,  a  party  of  ten  or  twelve, 
^3^51,  with  sticks  iu  their  hands,  g^ave  three  cheen*,  passed  before 
1770.  them,  and  struck  at  Iheir  muskets,  sajing,  "  You  are  cowardly 
nscate  for  hringiog  arms  against  naked  men.  Lay  uide  your 
gnoB,  and  we  are  ready  for  yon."  Others  ahonted,  **  Gome  on» 
you  raecals  1  yon  bloody  backs  I  you  lobster  seonndrds !  ilre, 
if  you  dare  I  Yon  dare  not  fire !  "  ^  The  boys,  who  had  sticka 
in  thoir  hands,  joined  in  the  cry,  and  huzzaed,  and  .whist  Itm!.  and 
pelted  the  soldiers  with  snowballs.  At  len;7th  a  stick  wis 
thrown, and  at  the  same  time  one  Burdick  struck  at  the  musket 
of  Montgomery.  A  voice  cried, "  Fire  I  and,  stepping  a  little 
aeide^  he  discharged  hie  gnn.  The  shot  took  effect ;  and  Cris- 
pus  Attacks,  a  negro,  who  had  been  active  in  the  fray,  fell.* 
The  order  to  "  lire  "  wa?  repeated  ;  aud  a  voice  —  said  to  have 
be<»n  I'rt  .-^oui  ^  —  .-hoiitod,  "Damn  you,  fire!  be  tlie  coase* 
qucnce  what  it  will."  *  "  Don't  lire,"  said  Langford  to  KilroL 
one  of  the  soldiers  who  had  been  worsted  in  the  affray  at  the 
ropewalk ;  bat  he  fired,  and  Samud  Gray  folL*  Other  goDS 


KnoKt  (Snuiioii,  and  Ilickiing,  in 
Narr.  &e.  71,  7S,  81,  88,  and  of 
Brewer  and  ^mpaon,  in  l^ritil,  &c. 
18,  20. 

•  Testimony  of  Timt  and  Green- 
wood, ia  Narr.  &c.  64,  102,  and  of 
Uncl^hnm.  in  Trbl,  S:r.  7.  Thore  is 
a  conflict  of  testimony  on  thin  point  — 
tome  Mwearing  pomtively  that  there 
Kraft  nnt  iUc  le  lhI  ijnvacition  given  to 
Preston  or  his  noidiens  bocks  of 
the  people  Iteinff  towardt  them  wben 
tliev  were  attickud.  See  Tefldmony 
of  )*iilmcs,  Frizcl,  &c. 

■  Testimony  of  Hinckley,  in  Narr. 
&C.  67,  and  of  Jkilev,  FalmeH,  Dan- 
hrooke,  Riss,  and  Sunji'^on.  in  Trial, 
&c  H,  16,  17,  20.  Burdick,  in  Tri- 
al, &e.  24,  sweera  that  he  penonally 
struck  Montfforaer)',  who  was  pushinf^ 
at  him  with  liis  fjtin.  Crispus  Atlucki 
was  tlie  .slave  of  Willium  Brown,  of 
that  part  of  Sutton  which  is  now  Mill- 
burjr.  He  waa  freed  pcevioua  to  n70» 


and  came  to  Boston,  and  let  hixoaelf 
as  a  aervant  Gonnunioatioa  of 
Charles  H.  Mor^e,  C^bridgepoit, 
Man^,  .Nlay  27, 18oa 

*  Testimony  of  Hobby,  Hooton,  and 
Prowne,  in  Narr.  &:c  (ili,  "0.  84.  i*rf*- 
ton  himself  W  IS  often  heard  to  is«(  rt, 
at  a  later  periud,  that  he  never  ordered 
the  soldierH  to  fire,  but,  on  the  coih 
trary,didall  he  could  to  j)revent  their 
firing — even  haasrding  bin  own  life  in 
no  doing.  Tliere  waa  a  gre^tt  uproarat 
the  time,  m  that  it  was  difficult  to  teO 
from  whom  the  order  cime.  Com- 
munication of  Caleb  Bates,  of  Hing* 
ham. 

*  Testimony  of  Wj-at,  Simp«>n, 
Wilson,  and  Uoddard,  in  Trial,  6ic. 
72,  81,  82,  87,  and  of  Wilkinson,  m 

Narr.  &c.  19.  Hinckley  saj'f  this 
voice  came  frxm  nn  officer  at  <  ^-him- 
ber  window.  Tt»itimou),  in  .N^rr. 
&c  16. 

*  Boaton  Nacr. 
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were  discharged ;  and  one  of  the  soldiers  deliberately  aimed  chap 
$X  a  boy»  who  W88  nmmng  to  get  dear  of  the  crowd.^  In  all, 
three  persoDs  were  killed,  and  eight  were  wounded.*  Some  im 
say  guns  were  fired  from  the  custom  hoase.' 

King  Street  was  speedily  tluonged  with  {)eople,  and  raore 
than  a  thousand  were  jrathorod  tofjetlicr.'*  The  j^oldiers  were 
iufuriated  ;  and,  as  some  stooped  to  remove  the  dead,  they  pre- 
pared to  fire  again,  but  were  checked  by  Preston.'  The 
twenty-ninth  regiment  turned  out  in  a  body,  as  if  bent  on  a 
further  massacre;  and  soldiers  of  the  fourteenth,  like  dogs 
eager  for  their  prey,  cried,  "This  is  our  time  !  llutchinsou, 
in  the  mean  time,  was  informed  of  what  was  passing' ;  and, 
while  the  bells  of  all  the  churches  wei'e  rung,  and  the  town 
drums  were  beaten,  the  cry  was  raised,  **  To  arms — to  arms ! " 
**  Our  hearts,"  says  Warren,  "beat  to  anus — almost  resolyed 
by  one  stroke  to  avenge  the  death  of  our  slaughtered  breth- 
ren." ^  But  calm  and  collected  the  patriots  stood  ;  and  the 
advice  which  they  gave  was  wortliy  the  men.  His  huin  r  r/as 
requested  to  order  the  soldiers  to  withdraw  to  their  barracks. 

It  is  not  in  my  power,"  was  his  reply.  "  It  lies  with  Colonel 
Dalrymple,  and  not  with  me.  I  will  send  for  him,  however ; " 
and  he  did  so.  But  this  did  not  satisfy ;  and  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  position  of  the  soldiers,  drawn  up  in  platoons 
ready  to  fire.  After  *'  much  persuasion,"  he  called  for  Colonel 
Carr  ;  and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  shoulder  their  guns,  and 
were  marched  to  the  barracks.®  The  body  of  the  people  then 

>  Testimony  of  Bridgfattin,  in  I^ial,      *  Testimony  of  Pklmei,  in  Nur 

&c  8.    ^  Sec  71. 

•  Testunony  of  Longford,  in  Trial,      *  Prestao'ti  Ntrr* 

&c.  10.    Mont  of  the  witnemai  who      *  Testimony  of  Mary  Gardner  and 

tcjitified  at  the  tri;\l  say  there  were  but  William  Fallass,  in  Narr.  Sec.  96. 

six  or  seven  shots  firwl.  Comp.  Boston  tnizette  for  Dec.  31, 

*  Several  affirmed  that  two  or  three  1 7  To. 

shot*  were  fired  from  the  windows  of       '  Omtion  of  March  o,  1772,  in  Lib. 

the  cuHiom  house.  Testimony  of  Char>  Haas,  liisu  See  ;  liancrolt,  vi,  310. 
lotte  Bour^te,  Gillaai  Ban,  Beniamin      *  Testimony  of  Palmes,  Pieroe,«Qd 

TtWjp],  Jeremiah  Allen,  George  CJostar,  Dorr,  in  Narr.  &0. 71, 93, 94}  Uutcl^ 

and  Samticl  1  )rowne,  in  Nan.  &e.  76,  inaon,  iiL  27S. 
76,  79,  60,  Sa,  84. 
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CHAP,  retired,  leaving  about  a  hundred  to  keep  watch  on  the  cxami- 
nation,  which  was  immediately  commenoed,  and  coDtinoed  until 
171HL  after  midnight^  As  the  reGulti  a  warrant  was  iamed  for  tibe 
arrest  of  Preston,  and  the  soldieia  whom  he  had  called  out 
were  conunitled  to  prison.* 

Kir.  e.  Early  the  next  morning  the  selectmen  of  the  town  and  the 
justices  of  tlie  county  waited  upon  Hiiti  lnniK)n  at  the  council 
chamber,  and  assured  him  that  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
would  shortly  be  held,  and  that  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but 
poeLtiye  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  troops.  Qnincy,  of 
Braintree,  espedallj  warned  hun  of  the  terrible  oonse- 
quenoes  ^  whieh  a  retbsal  might  proroke ;  bat  his  honor  re- 
plied, "I  have  no  power  to  remove  the  troops,  nor  to  direct 
where  they  phall  be  placed."  lie  consented,  howtvei ,  lu  send 
for  Dalrymple  and  Carr,  the  commanding  officers,  for  their 
advioe ;  and  they  attended  the  Council,  where  the  ijoeation  was 
"  laiigely  discussed.''  * 

An  hour  before  noon  the  town  meeting  couTened,  and  was 
opened  by  prayer  from  the  eloquent  Cooper.  A  committee  of 
fifteen,  with  Samuel  AdamB  at  their  head,  was  apjjointed  to 
proceed  to  tlie  council  chamber,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  town, 
demand  the  removal  of  the  troops.  "It  is  our  nnanimous 
opinion"  —  sach  was  their  message — "that  the  inhabitants 
and  soldiery  can  no  longer  live  together  in  Bsfety ;  that  noth- 
ing can  rationally  be  expected  to  restore  peace^and  prevent 
blood  iind  carnage,  but  tlie  immediate  removal  of  the  troops; 
and  we  most  fervontly  pray  that  your  power  and  influence  may 
be  exerted  for  their  instant  removal."  ^  The  reply  of  Hutch- 
inson, after  some  parley,  was  much  as  before.  He  exfireBBed 
regret  at  the  unhappy  differences  ^  whidi  had  arisen  between 

'  Hutchinson  to  Oage,  March  6,  '  Postscript  to  Mass.  Gazette  fnr 

and  to  Bernard,  March  12,  1770;  March  6,  1770;  Hulchiiuoil,  ffi.  273. 

Preston's  Narr. ;  Bancroft,  >-L  341.  274. 

*  Dalrj-mple's  Narr.  of  the  late  *  Boston  News  Letter  for  March 

Tranmcdons  in  Boaton }  Hutchiittoi^  15i  1770, 
iiL273. 
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"  the  inhabitants  and  the  troops/^  bat  added,  "  I  have  consnltcd  chap. 
vith  the  oomnumding  ofitoere.   They  have  tlieir  orders  from 
the  genera!,  at  New  York.  It  is  not  m  my  power  io  oounter*  uhl 
mand  fhose  orders.  The  Goandl  have  denred  the  regiments 

to  be  removed  ;  and  Colonel  Dalrvmple  has  signified  to  mo 
tliat  the  regiinent  of  wliich  he  has  the  command  shall,  without 
delay,  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  Castle,  until  he  can 
send  to  the  genersl  and  receive  his  orders  for  both  reypmeDts. 
The  maiii  guard,  he  also  assures  me,  dutU  be  removed ;  and 
<he  fourteenth  regiment  shall  be  laid  imder  soch  restraint  that 
all  occasion  of  future  disturbances  may  be  prevented."  * 

The  reply  of  his  honor  was  brought  before  the  adjourned 
ueetiug  in  the  attcrnoon,  which,  from  the  greatness  of  the 
crowd,  was  held  in  the  Old  Soath  Meeting  House,  instead  of 
in  Fanenil  Hall  *^  Make  way  for  the  oommittee,''  was  the 
shont  of  the  mnltitDde,  that  thronged  the  street  from  the  State 
Honse  to  the  draroh,  as  Samuel  Adams  and  his  associates  made 
their  appearance.  They  were  ushered  into  the  house,  which 
waa  crowded  in  every  part ;  their  report  was  read  ;  and  dis- 
satisfartion  was  painted  on  every  Dauce.  A  new  committee  was 
forthwith  chosen,  eonsistiDg  of  seven  persons,  who  bore  to  the 
ehief  magistrate  their  final  message.  They  fonnd  him  in  the 
council  chamber,  sorrooaded  by  the  CoonoO  and  by  the  highest 
officers  of  the  army  Mid  of  the  navy.  Samuel  Adams  acted  as 
l»t  »»l<)cutor,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  town,  renewed  the  demand 
for  the  removal  of  the  troops  —  declaring  that  it  was  the 
irrevocable  determination  of  the  meeting,  which  consisted  of 
nearly  three  thonsand  persons,  to  insist  npon  the  withdrawal 
of  all  the  forces,  and  that  they  wonld  be  satisfied  with  nothmg 
short  of  an  immediate  compliance.  **The  troops  are  not 
fcuojtut  to  liiy  authority;  I  have  no  power  to  remove  them," 
was  the  reply.  Adams,  npon  tliis,  drew  up  to  his  full 
height ;  and,  while  his  "  frame  trembled  at  the  eneigy  of  his 

*  Borton  Nem  Letter  fiw  Much  1^  1770. 
VOL.  n.  27 
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CHAP,  soul,  "  ^  he  Stretched  forth  Ms  bancl,  "as  if  upheld  by  the 
,3^^  Btrength  of  thousands,"  and  in  a  dignified  and  resolute  tone 
1719.  rqjoined,  *'  If  joa  have  power  to  remove  one  regiment^  yon 
have  power  to  remove  both.  It  is  at  your  peril,  if  joa  refoie. 
The  Bieetiiig  is  impatient  The  oomtry  is  in  motion*  Night 
is  approadnng  ;  and  your  answer  is  expected."*  The  oflScera 
were  abashed  in  the  presence  of  the  patriot  and  "  the  air  was 
filled  with  the  ijreaLiiings  of  compresc^ed  indignation."  Yet 
his  gaze  was  steadfastly  riveted  upon  the  chief  magistrate. 
Hatchinson  tremhied,  and  his  fiice  grew  pale.*  His  mind 
reverted  to  events  which  had  oocorred  on  the  same  spot  in 
former  days,  when  Andros,  the  arbitrary  minion  of  James,  was 
seized  and  imprisoned,  and  the  j)eople,  in  their  majesty,  asi^ert- 
cd  their  rights."*  "  It  is  not  such  a  people  as  formerly  pulled 
down  your  house  who  conduct  the  present  measnrea,''  was  re- 
marked by  Tyler,  one  of  the  CounciL  "  They  are  people  of 
the  beet  characters  among  as — men  of  estates^  men  of  religion. 
Their  plans  are  matored,  and  it  is  nseLess  to  resist  tbeoi.  The 
people  will  oome  in  from  the  n^gbboring  towns ;  and  there 
y>'\\\  be  ten  tliousaud  men  to  effect  the  removui  of  the  troops, 
be  the  consequence  what  it  may."  * 

Dalrymple,  who  stood  by,  repeated  the  assurance  that  it  was 
"  impoBsible  to  go  any  forther  lengths  in  this  matter,"  and  that 
the  information  which  had  been  given  of  the  intended  tebeUioB 
was  a  snlficient  reason  against  the  removal  of  bis  majesty's 
forces.^  Bnt  Gray  remarked  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  *'  Yon 
have  asked  tlie  advice  of  the  Council;  they  have  given  it 
unanimously,  and  you  are  bound  to  conform  to  it"  **  Besides, ' 
added  Irving,  **if  mischief  should  come  by  means  of  your  not 


*  John  Afhnui  to  Jtdednh  Mone^  *  &  Ajdaim  to  Janes  Wanen, 

and  to  Judge  Tudor.    Gordon,  Am.  March  25,  1771. 

Rev.  i.  192,  '2d  ed.,  says  Adxims  wiis  *  Hntdim-wrn    to  HiUflboroqgfa, 

trembling  under  a  nervous  com-  March  12,  177U. 


M 


plaint,"  »  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  L  19S. 

>HutcfaiiiM)iitofieniiidtMaichl&  '  Dahynple's  Nair.  in  BaiHnll» 
1770.  yim. 
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joiniqg  with  as»  the  whole  blame  must  fall  apon  yon  \  but  if  chap. 
yon  join  with  iu»  and  the  oommanding  officer,  after  that,  should 
refuse  to  remo?e  the  IzoopBi  the  blame  will  then  be  at  hta  ino. 
door.^  *  For  some  time  Hutchinson  stood  irresolnte.  Oliw, 

at  length,  whispered  in  his  ear,  "  Ton  must  either  comply,  or 
determine  to  leave  the  province ; "  prudence  constrained  him 
to  yield  ;  he  sigmfied  his  readiness  to  adopt  the  advice  of  the 
Gooncil,  and  Dalrymple  assured  him  that  his  commands  should 
be  obeyed.  The  committee,  having  received  his  decision,  has- 
tened to  oommanicate  it  to  the  waiting  assembly ;  the  people 
listened  inth  the  highest  satisfhotion ;  and  the  meeting  broke 
up,  after  taking  the  precaution  to  provide  for  the  ;i[»ji<)ii)tment 
of  a  si  long  military  watch  until  the  regiments  should  leave 
the  town.* 

The  funeral  of  the  shiin  was  attended  with  great  ceremony,  liar.  8. 
Many  of  the  shops  in  Boston  were  shnt ;  and  the  bells  of  that 
town,  and  of  Gharlestown,  Oambridge,  and  Bozfanry  were  sol- 
emnly tolled.  Attucks,  the  mulatto,  and  Caldwell,  who  was  a 
stranger,  were  l>orne  from  Faneuil  Hall ;  Maverick  from  the 
house  of  his  mother,  in  Union  btrect ;  and  Gray  from  his 
brother's,  in  Royal  Exchange  Lane.  The  procession  was  of 
great  length ;  and,  after  the  fonr  hearses  had  joined  in  King 
Street,  near  the  scene  of  the  tragedy,  it  marched  in  colnmns 
of  six  deep  through  the  main  street  to  the  middle  burial 
ground,  where  tlie  i«iur  victims  were  deposited  in  one  grave. 
The  aggravated  circumstances  attending  their  death,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  soldiers,  who  bad  not  yet  removed,  and  the  distress 
and  sorrow  of  reUtlTes  and  friends,  —  all  conspired  to  inyest 
the  scene  with  a  pecoliar  solemnity.'  Xt  was  a  monmfhl  day 
to  the  people  of  Boston.  They  well  knew  that  exaggerated 
narratives  of  the  affair  would  be  ])nbUshed,  and  that  no  pains 
would  be  spared  to  msisi  upon  harsher  measures,  and  to  justify 

•  OKver't  Narr.  in  Ikncroft,  vi.  340,      *  Boston  Post  Boy  for  March  12, 

•  Botton  Nair. }  Ootdon's  Am.  1770 1  Boston  Gasette  Ibr  Hai«h  10^ 
Ber.  L  IM.  1770. 
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CHAP,  high-handed  attcmptii  to  enslave  them.    Yet,  withal,  there  was 
a  ^BeUng  in  the  breast  of  erery  one  that,  oome  what  would,  Ike 
im  provinoe  moat  on  no  ieooont  reeede  ftom  its  poaitiion. 
Oek      Tb»  trial  of  Preston  was  held  in  October ;  eray  indoIgeMS 
was  shown  him  hf  tbe  oitissenSt  and  he  was  soon  aoqnitled.' 

MotJ27.  The  trial  of  the  soldiers  took  place  in  November,  and  they 
were  ably  defended  by  Josiah  Quincy  and  John  Adams.  Six 
of  the  accused  were  brought  in  not  gtiilty  ; "  two,  Kilroi  and 
Mon^omeiy,  were  declared  *'gnilty  of  manslaughter,"  bai^ 
praying  the  "  beneit  of  clergy,"  tiicy  were  **  eadi  of  thesa  bmt 
in  the  hand,  in  open  coort,  and  discharged.'' '  Four  others, 
who  were  charged  by  the  grand  jsry  with  being  present  and 

Dm.  12.  abetting,  were  tried  in  December  j  but  the  jury  acquitted  then 
without  leaving  their  seats.^  For  several  yeai-s,  on  tiie  tuaa- 
versary  of  the  massaeref  orations  were  delivered  by  prominent 
dtiseDS ;  bat,  altar  the  war  <^  the  rerolntion  had  ended,  the 
observance  ceased  to  eogroes  attention,  and  the  natal  day  of 
the  freedom  of  the  eoontry  was  pKefbixed  as  the  time  for  t 

public  address.* 

In  reviewing  the  circumstances  attending  this  "  maa«^cre.* 
it  will,  perhaps^  be  acknowledged  by  the  candid  and  thoughlfiil 
that  there  was  blame  on  the  part  of  the  dtisens  of  Boston  as 
well  as  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  of  the  kuig.  Both  the 
troops  and  the  populace  were  highly  excited.  For  a  long  time 
there  had  been  grudged  and  collisiouij  between  them,    in  more 

'  Baneroll,  fl  37^1  SnOIV^  BoitOQ,  *  For  particular  rehtire  to  the  om- 

284,  285.  tions  on  the  dth  of  March,  see  L.oring't 

•  Trill,  &c  120 ;  Hutchinson  to  Hundred  Boston  Orator*.  A  number 

BMDurd,  Dec.  6  and  10,  1770.    The  of  these  orations  are  preserved  in  the 

ranu'**  of  tho  prifloner«<  were  William  archives  of  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  in  the 

Wccms,  James  Hartegan,  Wiiiiam  Boston  Athenaeum,  the  Libnurr  of 

M*Chiil«]r,  Hiu^  Wlute,  Williaai  Hamid  College,  and  oUier  poblb  hh 

"Warren,  John  Carroll,  M  itthew Kilr    Btitutinn'«,    Thi  rarliest  or.itor*  were 


*  Trial,  &c.  120.    The  names  of  Warren,  iitJiyamin  Ckurch,  and  Ji 

these  four  were  Edward  Mauwtfing,  Ha"l*^K, 
John  Munro,  Hammond  QlMli|  MM 
Thomas  Greenwood. 


ni,  and  Hugh  Montgomery. 
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than  one  InBtance  they  had  reBcnrted  to  blows.  And  the  trage-  chap. 
dj  of  tiie  fifth  was  the  natural  reenli   On  which  ride  there 
was  most  blame  it  may  be  difficult  to  decide.  Among  the  1770. 

citizens  the  oj)inion  prevailed  that  the  sokliers  couM  not  fire 
without  the  order  of  the  civil  magistrate  ;  and  this,  (irmbtless, 
emboldened  them  to  persist  in  their  iosults.  The  soldiers, 
gorerned  by  a  different  rule,  looked  to  their  own  officers  for 
the  word  of  eomnaiid.  In  the  iq>roar  whioh  prevailed,  it  may 
have  been  difficolt  to  dtstingnish  from  what  quarter  the  order 
to  fire  came  ;  and,  gmarting  nnder  provocations  and  eager  for 
revenge,  the  soldiers  may  not  have  been  over^rupulous  in 
a^uring  themselves  that  they  acted  under  proper  authority, 
and  may  have  availed  themselves  of  the  oonforion  and  uncer- 
tainty  of  the  occasion  to  redress  their  own  wrongs*  trusting  to 
the  influence  of  their  superiois  to  dear  tim,  should  their  con- 
duct be  blamed.  We  should  not  too  harshly  judge  Captain 
Preston.  It  is  not  certain  LhaL  the  order  to  fire  proceeded 
from  liim.  The  evidence  ng-ainst  him  was  not  conclusive,  and 
ho  personally  denied  having  given  such  orders.  The  outl  i  ik 
was  one  which  will  ever  be  lamented.  Tet  back  of  the  in- 
eidents  attending  the  tragedy  there  still  Ues  the  fitct  that  the 
presence  of  the  soldiery  was  the  canse  of  the  strife ;  and  if 
responsibility  rests  any  where,  it  must  rest  upon  those  who  sent 
*them  here,  and,  more  Uian  all,  upon  those  who  clamored  for 
having  them  sent.  Hillsborough  and  Bernard  were  the  cnlpar 
ble  parties — the  latter  the  more  so,  as  it  was  at  his  iusUgation 
that  the  troops  were  quartered  in  Boston ;  and  the  fonner,  as 
the  executive  minister  of  the  king,  should  be  blamed  for  listen- 
ing to  his  insidious  proposals. 
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CHAP.    The  fifth  of  March,  1770,  was  doubly  memorable  in  Ihe 

XIII 

annals  of  New  England— memorable  as  the  day  of  the  "mas- 

1770.  sacrc iu  Boston,  and  memorable  as  the  day  on  which,  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  the  "  American  que«tion  "  was 
again  under  debate.  A  "  petition  from  the  merchants  and  ira- 
ders  of  London  tiadiiig  to  North  America  was  presented  in 
the  Honse  of  Commons,  setting  forth  the  **  alarming  state  of 
suspense  **  into  which  oommeroe  had  &Uen,  and  that  this  "in- 
terroption  of  trader"  in  the  apprehendon  of  the  petitioners,  was 
"principally  owing  to  certain  dnties  imposed  ou  tea,  paper, 
jcrla??,  and  painters'  colon?  imported  into  the  colonief,"  They 
"  therefore  preeumod  to  lay  the  distressed  situation  of  this 
trade  before  the  Honse,  and,  for  the  recovery  of  so  important 
a  branch  of  commerce,  to  pray  for  such  relief  as  to  the  House ' 
shall  seem  meet" '  Lord  North,  who  had  been  recently  ap- 
pointed first  lord  of  the  treasury  *  moved  the  reading  of  the  act 
to  which  the  petitioners  referred  ;  and,  after  it  had  been  nYt  i. 
he  obtservod  tliat  the  act  thus  petitioned  against  had  been  *'  the 
occasion  of  most  dangerous,  v]ol(>nt,  and  iU^^al  combinations 
in  America;"  yet  as ''many  of  the  articles  contained  in  the 
tax**  it  was  absurd  to  have  imposed  a  duly  upon,"  for  ''these 
commercial  reasons it  was  "necessary  to  move  the  repeal  of 
such  duty." 

1  Debates  in  BurL  V.  253.  and  Laid  Koidk  took  h»  pkoa  Bd- 

•  The  tP'^iirivitinn  of  the  Dukp  of   aham,  L  208* 
QzaAon  occurruu  January  26,  ino, 
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"He  had  fitvored,''  he  added,  "  with  the  rest  of  the  ministrj,  chap. 
at  llie  end  of  the  last  BeeBbna,  die  drcnlar  letter  to  the  go?eni-  J^H^ 
on  of  the  colonies,  promiring  to  repeal,  on  certain  commennal  1770. 

principles,  that  part  of  the  law  which  was  ropu<^nariL  to  them  ; 
that  he  did  tliis  as  a  persua.sive  to  bririff  them  back  to  their 
duty,  by  a  measure  which  would  not  at  the  same  time  relax  the 
reuu  of  govemmeiit  oyer  them ;  and  he  conld  have  wished  to 
haTe  repealed  the  whole,  if  it  conld  have  been  done  without 
giving  up  such  abflolnte  right.  Bnt  he  was  sorry  to  say  ^at 
the  behavior  of  the  Americans  had  by  no  means  been  such  as 
to  merit  this  favor,  their  resolutions  being  more  violent  tliis 
summer  than  ever  ;  neither  did  he  think  a  total  repeal  won  hi 
by  any  means  qnell  the  troubles  there;  as  experience  had 
shown  that  to  lay  taxes  when  America  was  qniet,  and  repeal 
fhem  when  America  was  in  flames,  only  added  fresh  daams  to 
those  people  on  every  occasion ;  and  now,  as  they  totally  de- 
nied the  power  of  Great  liriUiin  to  tiix  them,  it  became  more 
absolutely  necessary  to  compel  the  observance  of  the  laws,  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  Parliament."  On  these  grounds  he  would 
not  move  an  absolute  repeal  of  the  act,  bnt  only  that  "leave 
be  given  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  act  as  far  as  relat- 
ed to  the  tax  on  paper,  glass,  and  painters'  colors."  ^ 

The  speech  of  Powuall  was  uu  elaborate  defence  of  the  peti- 
tion ;  and  at  its  close  he  moved,  as  an  amendment,  a  clause 
including  tea  with  the  articles  enumerated.^  "  I  do  not,"  said 
he^  argue  this  repeal  as  asking  a  iSikVor  for  the  Americans ; 
they  do  not  now  ask  the  repeal  as  a  fitvor.  Nor  do  I  move  in 
this  matter  as  seeking  redress  of  a  grievance  complained  of  by 
them ;  they  have  not  compkiiacd  to  Parliament,  nor  do  they 
come  for  redress.  Althou<z:h  tliey  feel  deeply,  they  snffcir  and 
endure  with  a  determiued  and  alarming  silence.   They  are 

'  Dplwtes  in  Pari  t.  253-255;  ferent  from  the  abovt^  and  an  abstract 

Lord  Mahon's  Hist  Eng.      265 }  of  the  same  is  given  in  Bancroft,  tt 

Boston  News  Letter  for  April  26,  351,  352. 

1770.    Th..  report  of  Johnson,  the      •  I)c!i«Ucsm?arl.  v.  255-2f?«^;  Bos- 
agent  of  Connecticut,  u  aomewhat  dif-  ton  New&  Letter  for  April  2<>,  17  70. 
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CHAF.  ander  no  apprebensioii  for  their  libertjr.  Thejr  remember  thai 
planted  imder  the  aoBpidoiie  gedos  of  tfaia  eonstitiition ; 
17711  it  hath  takeo  rooty  and  thejr  have  seen  it  grow  ap^  mder  the 

divine  l)les?inL^  t  >  a  fair  and  blooming  tree.  And  should  aiiv 
scvdc  strukl•^  of  fato  a<rain  and  again  prune  it  down  to  the 
bare  stock,  it  would  only  strike  the  deeper  and  the  stronger. 
It  would  not|  perhaps,  rise  in  so  straight  and  £ur  a  form ;  bat 
it  would  prove  the  more  hardy  and  dmiLbie.  Thej  trost^  there- 
fore»  to  Proyidence ;  nor  will  they  oomplain." 

Orenville  followed ;  and,  after  lauding  the  stamp  act,  hid 
own  favorite  measure,  and  censuring  the  subscn^uont  policy  of 
the  ministry,  declared  Ids  intention  to  remain  neutral  in  the 
present  controversy,  and not  vote  in  the  question."  ^  Conway 
expressed  his  "ooncorrence  in  repealing  the  whole  of  the  pre» 
entact  ;''*and  Sir  William  Meredith  declared  the  tax  **o«ight 
to  be  repealed  totally."*  Barrington  and  EtVs  opposed  both' 
the  nmendmeiit  and  the  oriprinal  motion  ;  but  tiie  uueomprrjuiis- 
ing  Barre  *'  was  for  lUv  liule  repeal."  The  act  was  unjust  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  as  impolitic  as  unjust  and  too 
soon  the  ministry  conld  not  retrace  their  steps,  if  they  wished 
to  restore  peace  to  the  kingdom.^  When  the  qnestion  was 
taken,  however,  upon  the  amendment  of  Pownall,  it  was  reject- 
ed by  a  vote  of  two  hundred  and  four  aarainst  one  hundred  a:  ] 
forty-two  ;  and  lae  repeal  was  lost,  so  far  as  the  article  ol  lea 
was  concerned,  though  carried  on  the  other  points.* 

The  General  Court  of  Maasachosetts  had  been  prorogued 
by  Bernard  to  the  tenth  of  January ;  bat  before  that  day 
arrived,  a  ''further  signification  of  the  king's  pieasure''  was 
received  by  Hutchinson,  that  the  court  "should  be  held  at 
Cambridge,  unless  the  lieutenant  governor  had  more  weigh^ 

'  Debates  in  Pari,  v,  208.  2G9 ;  »  Dclwti's  in  Pari.  t. 

Boston  News  Letter  for  April  26,  *  I  Miates  in  Pari.     269.  Oomp. 

1770.   Comp.  Dn  Chatelet  to  Choi*  Lord  Mahon's  Hist.  Eng.  t.  266»  207. 

Bcul,  Feb.  27,  1770,  in  Bancroft,  tL  •  Debates  in  Pari  v.  270 ;  BoMm 

353  ;  Franklin's  Works,  vii.  466.  Nm  Letter  for  Andi  26^  1770. 

*  D«bates  in  Pari  v.  269. 
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reasons  for  holding  it  at  Boston ; "  and,  considering  the  *^u-  chap. 
struction  tantamount  to  a  peremptory  order,"  contrary  to  hie  3^ 
own  judgment,  as  he  afterwards  affirmed,'  he  convened  the  1770. 
legifllatare  at  Cambridge.^  This  step  was  diBpleasiog  to  the  Mw.iff. 

House  ;  and  a  remonstrance  w;i.-^  pr(»pared  again- 1  the  proroga-  Mar.  id. 
tion  of  the  a&senibly  by  the  "  mandate"  of  the  minister  a^  '"an 
in&actioD  of  their  essential  rights  as  meu  and  citizens,  as  well 
as  tiiose  derived  from  the  BritiBh  oonstitntion  and  the  charter 
of  the  colony,"  and  praying  that  the  assembly  should  he  ad- 
journed ''to  its  ancient  place,  the  court  house  in  Boeton."* 
But  bis  honor,  in  reply,  stood  upon  his  reswved  rights  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  declared  his  determination  not  to  depart 
from  his  duty  to  the  king.*  For  some  days  the  controversy  lUr.  16 
was  continued ;  the  Council  joined  with  the  House  in  petition- 
ing for  the  removal  of  the  court ;  and  the  House,  by  a  verbal 
message,  desired  of  his  honor  a  copy  of  his  instructions  from 
the  hin^,  and  drew  up  a  memorial,  based  upon  the  act  of  10 
Williuni  ill.,  authorizing  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  to 
be  held  "a/  the  (mtm  house  in  Bostofi,^'  as  a  warrant  for  their 
petition  ;  but  all  was  to  no  purpose.  Hutchinson  was  iniiexi- 
ble,  and  the  session  of  the  court  was  continued  at  Cambridge. 
''We  proceed  to  business  under  this  grievance,"  the  House* 
then  resolved, "  only  from  ahsohUe  necestitp — hereby  protest- 
ing against  the  illegality  of  holding  the  assembly  as  aforesaid, 
and  ordering  this  oui  protest  to  be  entered  on  our  journals,  to 
tiie  end  that  the  same  may  not  be  drawn  into  precedent  at  any 
time  hereafter."  ^ 


>  Hutduiison  to  Gage,  Feb.  25, 
1770.  Corap.  the  first  dniuglit  of  hia 
letter  to  Hillsborough,  ot  i-eb.  2S, 
1770,  in  Alnum's  Bememlnsnoer  for 
1775,  44. 

'  HutdiiaBon  to  Hillsborough,  Feb. 
S8,  1770,  tnd  Hist  ui.  280,  281 ;  Al- 
nwa't  Remeubiaiwer  ibr  1775»44, 
4& 

•  Jour.  il.  of  R.  for  1769-70,  91  i 
Hutdnim,  iiL  281. 


*  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  17ee-70b  Mf 

Hutchinson,  iiL  282. 

»  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769-70,  92- 
103 ;  Hutchinson,  iii.  282,  283 ;  Brad- 
ford, i.  212 ;  Boston  News  Letter  Ex- 
tra for  Idarch  23»  1770,  and  Newt 
Letter  Ibr  Mareh  29,  1770.  "Tba 
court,"  wrote  Hutchinson,  March  25, 
1770,  "has  been  sitting  at  Camhrid^ 
ever  since  the  loth,  rvt'uidng  to  do 
any  biMMi^  tad  vtipag  dm  to 
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CHAP.     Under  such  duress,  the  temper  of  the  House  wiu  by  no 

J^JJ^  means  aoitened  to  a  conciliatory  tone.    Yet  one  more  attempt 
1770.  was  made  in  England  m  behalf  of  the  colonies ;  and  seYeral 

April  9.  g^^i,^  ^£  House  of  Commons —  Treoothick,  Beckfiird, 
Beanchamp)  and  BowdesweU  ^  —  proposed  the  repeal  of  IJie 
duty  on  tea.  Bat  the  king,  who  was  exoeedinglj  jealous  of 
his  prerogatiTe,  was  indignant  at  this  *' debate  in  the  teeth  of 
a  standing  order,"  and  through  his  mouthpiece,  Lord  Xortb, 
declared  that,  though  he  wished  to  "conciliate  the  Americana, 
and  to  restore  harmony  between  tlie  two  countries,"  he  would 
"never  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  nor  compelled  by  the 
combinations  of  the  colonies  to  make  nnreasonable  or  impoli- 
tic conceasions."  This  decided  the  question ;  the  matter  was 
passed  over  ;  and  the  next  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  by 
a  vote  of  eighty  to  fifty-two.' 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  messages  of  Hutchinson 
to  the  General  Court,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  event  which 
had  couTuIaed  the  province  from  one  end  to  the  other.  To  the 
tragedy  of  the  fifth  of  March  he  made  no  allusion.  Yet  minor 
disturbances  attracted  his  attention  ;  and^  as  a  "  riotous  trans' 

April 7.  action had  occurred  in  Gloucester,  he  "  thought  it  proj)er  to 
communicate  it  to  the  House  and  to  the  Council,  tliat,  if  any 
act  or  order  of  the  whole  legislature  should  be  judged  neces- 
sary for  strengthening  or  encouraging  the  ezecntiTe  powers  of 
government,  there  might  be  an  opportunity  for  it"*  For 
more  than  a  fortnight  this  communication  remabed  mian- 

Apr.28.  swered;  then,  in  an  address  to  his  honor,  the  House  assured 

move  them  to  Boston ;  but  I  shall  not  Saville  likewise  took  part  in  thia  d»> 

do  it   I  hope  no  copy  of  my  Laid  bate  in  fiivor  of  Ammetu 
Hillsborough  h  letter  to  me  on  the       '  Dolutc;*  in  T.  805,  906$ 

9th  of  Dccc'inlier  wiU  be  sulfered  to  Bancroft,  vi.  360. 
be  made  public,  nor  of  mine  to  his      '  Jour.  H.  of  R  for  1769-70,  139i 

lordship  in  answer;  for  I  have  Ibl-  Boston  News  Letter  for  May  3,  1770; 

lowpfl  ^THlr  fulvicc,  and  they  do  not  Hutchin^jn,  iii.  2^3.    Tlie*  "  riotmis 

hww  that  I  hfid  any  tori  of  discre-  transaction  "  consisted  in  tarring  and 

iMKi  left  in  the  matter."  Afanon't  Re-  feathering  a  cuatom  hmue  officer 

memhranccr  fur  177 ,  41.  had  given  ofleooe  by  hie  |imo«»H'w^ 
'  Conway,  Dunning,  and  Sir  Oeoi:)ge 


CONTBOTEBST  WITH  HUTCHINSON. 


427 


iiini  of  their  "  abhorrence  of  all  disorderly  and  riotous  pro-  CHAP, 
ceedings,"  and  of  their  "disposition  and  dutj  to  take  the  most 
effectoal  idmiim  to  diaoonatenanoe  the  Bome."  But»  while  1770. 
oomplamtB  were  made  of  riots  and  tiiiiiiilt8»''  it  became  them 
to  inqidie  into  the  ^real  eanses"  of  such  distarbanoaB.  *'It 
may  justly,"  they  added,  "  be  said  of  the  people  of  this  province 
that  tlicy  seldom,  if  ever,  havo  assembled  in  a  tuinultuotis  man- 
ner, unless  they  have  boon  oppressed.  It  <^nnot  be  expected 
that  a  people  accustomed  to  the  freedom  of  the  English  conati- 
totion  will  be  patient  under  the  hand  of  tyranny  and  arbltratj 
power.  Thejr  will  disoover  their  resentment  in  a  manner 
which  will  naturally  displease  their  oppresmm.  And,  in  snch 
case,  the  severest  laws  and  tlie  most  rigorous  execution  will  be 
to  little  or  no  purjwse.  The  most  effectual  metho<l  to  reston? 
tranquillity  would  be  to  remove  their  burdens,  and  to  punish 
all  those  who  have  been  tlie  procurers  of  their  oppresnon*'' 

Thejr  then  reviewed  more  folly  the  snl^ject  of  the  message, 
complained  of  the  enormities  committed  the  soldiery,'' and 
closed  with  a  protest  against  a  military  force  posted  among 
the  people  without  their  consent,  which,  in  their  estimation, 
wa5  ill  itself  "one  of  the  greatest  grievances,  threatening  the 
total  sabversion  of  a  free  constitution  —  much  more,  if  designed 
to  execute  a  eystem  of  corrupt  and  arbitrary  power,  and  even 
to  exterminate  the  liberties  of  the  country.''  "  Sorely,  then," 
say  they, "  yoor  honor  cannot  think  this  Hoose  can  descend  to 
the  consideration  of  matters  comparatively  trifling,  while  the 
capital  of  the  province  has  so  lately  been  in  a  state  of  actual 
imprisonment,  and  the  government  itself  utider  duress."  ^ 

Three  days  after  the  General  Court  had  sanctioned  this  Apr,  as. 
messagOi  the  news  of  the  massacre  in  Boston  having  reached 
England,  Alderman  Trecothick,  in  fhe  Hoose  of  Commons, 
moyed  that  an  address  be  presented  to  the  king  for  '*  copies  of 

»  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1769-70,  178   App.  P. ;  Boston  News  Letter  for 
-181 1  HutduinoQ,  iiL  283,  284,  and  April  26, 1770. 
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CHAP,  all  narratives  of  disputes  or  diaturbances  between  his  majiw^tjr'a 
troops  and  the  iuhabitants  of  any  of  the  colonies,  sinc«  the 
1770.  twenty-fourth  of  June  last,  which  bad  been  reoei?ed  by  the 
oommisnonera  «f  the  treamry  or  either  of  the  secretaries  of 
state,  with  oopies  of  dl  oiders  and  Instractions  to  the  gomih 
ors  or  o^r  officers  rdative  to  such  disputes."  ^  The  debate 
which  ensued  was  highly  interesting.  Even  Grcnville,  who 
spoke  "  exceedingly  well,"  exclaimed,  "  God  forl)id  we  should 
send  soldiers  to  act  without  civil  authority.'*  *'  The  officers," 
said  Banr^,  **  agreed  in  sendiiig  the  soldiers  to  the  Castle ;  and 
what  miniBter  will  dare  send  tiiem  back  to  Boston  "Let  w 
have  no  more  angry  votes  against  the  people  of  America,*' cried 
Beaochamp.  And  William  Burke,  in  the  same  spirit,  declared 
that  "  the  very  idea  of  a  military  establishment  in  America 
was  "  wrong."  ^ 

Umj  8.  Early  in  the  ensuing  month  the  discussion  waa  renewed  ; 
and  Pownall  introdaced  a  motion,  whidi  he  defended  at  length, 
and  which  was  seoonded  by  BecUbrd,  jHajii^  his  m^jesfy  to 
examine  the  commissions  issaed  to  officers  in  America^  that 

they  miirlit  he  amended  in  all  cases  in  which  tliey  clasheti  or 
iniei  l<M"e(l  with  each  other,  or  contained  any  {.)Owcrs  not  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution.^  This  motion  was  debated  bj 
Johnstone,  Barrington,  Beckford,  Barre,  Conway,  and  Sa- 
UKf9*  riJle;*  and  on  the  following  day,  on  the  motion  of  Burke^ 
who  acted  in  thorough  oonjanction  with  Orenville,  a  series  of 
resolves,  seventeen  in  number,  was  r^rted  in  tiie  House,  con- 
demning the  measures  of  the  ministry,  but  carefully  abstaining 
from  indicating  the  policy  they  should  adopt ;  ^  but  these  re- 
solves, after  considerable  debate,  were  all  negatived  except  the 
first*  declaring  that^  "  in  several  of  his  augeety's  oolonies  in 

1  MKtes  in  FnL  t.  30&  after  this  debate  ;  and  thus  the  ook^ 

•  Boston  Cfnzctte  for   June  25,  nie«  lost  one  of  their  friends.  Compi 
1770;  Bancroft,  \L  360,  361.  Lord  Mahon's  UinL  Eag.  v.  273. 

*  DebalM  in  Taxi      81£-335{      *  Dcbatetin  Ftol  335-329. 

Boston   News  L(tt<>r  for  July   12,       *  Johnson  to  Trumluil!,  Mav  31| 

1770.   Beckford  died  a  few  weeks  1770  j  J)ebatM  ia  Pari  y.  32»-m 
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North  America,  disorders  had  of  lato  pmailed  prejodidal  to  chap 
the  trade  and  oommerce  of  this  kingdoiii,  and  destmctiTe  to 
the  peace  and  proeperilj  of  the  said  ooknisi^^  which  was  "oai^  im 
ried  by  a  nuyoritj  of  one  hundred  and  i^oet^Ten  to  serenty- 

nine.  ' 

lu  the  IIoiiso  of  Lords,  the  "  afiaiiri  of  America  "  were  called  M&7I8. 
np  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ;  and  the  reives  which  bad 
been  reported  by  Borke  in  the  House  of  Commons  were  read.* 
His  grace  then  proceeded  to  charge  on  Lord  Hillsborongh  the 
disorders  which  had  latterly  occurred  in  America,  and  was 
particularly  severe  upon  his  letter  of  September  8,  1768,  di- 
recting some  of  the  American  governmeuts  to  dissolve  their 
assemi)]ie?,  which  he  characterized  as  an  "  ill-written,  unconsti- 
tutional, official  letter,  wanting  the  weight  and  advice  of  Par- 
liament, as  well  as  the  lenienqr  of  autliority.'^  > 

This  charge  brought  Hillsborough  to  his  feet^  who  expressed 
bis  surprise  that  his  conduct  should  be  thus  questioned  ;  yet, 
ad  it  ever  had  been,  so  it  should  be,  hi?  principle  to  attach  him- 
self to  no  |iarticular  party,  but  to  j>ur>ue  steadily  those  objects 
which  he  thought  were  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  tlie  con- 
stitution and  the  honor  of  the  crown.  The  ground  on  which 
he  stood  he  knew  was  slippery ;  and  hence  he  had  always 
sought  to  be  drcnmspect.  Tet^  in  relation  to  quartering  the 
troops  in  Boston,  he  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  "culprit," 
nor  did  he  attempt  t-o  defend  the  measure ;  and,  to  avoid  the 
efifect  of  further  debate,  he  moved  an  adjournment.  "  Adjourn  1 
adjourn  1 "  was  cried  by  his  friends.  Btit  the  Marquis  of 
Bockingham  prevented  it  by  rising;  and  Lord  Temple,  in 
Beoonding  his  motion,  took  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  the 
unwillingness  of  the  administration  to  trust  to  the  goodness 
of  iheir  cause,  and  asked  how  the  promises  which  had  been 
made  relative  to  America  had  been  complied  with.   **  I  must 

•  IMbttes  in  Pari  y.  336.  '  Debate*  in  PwL  t.  198 ;  SuppH 

•  DebatM  ia  Faxl  v.  196-196b       BartaaNcmLtttalur  July  31, 1110. 


Digitized  by  Google 


430 


A  NEW  GENEilA-L  COUBI  €0i»V£2i£D. 


CHAP,  confess,  "  said  he,  "  that  these  pruiuides  have  been  itci  formed  in 
a  most  singular  manner,  and  Uiat  the  business  of  the  gorent 
vm,  mexki  has  beea  done  in  a  style  still  more  siogolir^a  style 
whicli  remliicls  me  of  the  French  gasoooade, — 

'The  Kqg  of  nanoa^  villi  ftr^  tiMOMiid  men, 

Bat  the  mimetrj  was  immoTable.  The  weight  of  aotfaontj 

was  on  their  side  j  and  the  resolves  were  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.* 

Bj  the  terms  of  the  charter,  the  General  Court  was  to  com- 
mence its  session  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  The  election 
of  members,  aooordinglyi  soon  followed  the  dissolation  of  the 
old  court ;  and  in  most  of  the  towns  the  people  were  carelbl  to 

return  men  favorable  to  the  cause  of  liberty.''  The  town  of 
lUylS.  Boston,  at  the  instance  of  Quinry.  instructed  ita  reprc5cntatives 
to  resist  the  "unwarrantable  and  arbitrary  exactions  made 
upon  the  people,  from  which,  nnder  God,  nothing  but  stan 
Tirtue  and  inflexible  fortitnde  oonld  save  them."  "  A  series 
of  occarrences,**  say  they,  '*many  recent  events,  and  especiaUy 
the  late  jonmals  of  the  Honse  of  Lords,  afibrd  good  reason  to 
believe  that  a  desperate  plan  of  imperial  despotism  Inis  been 
laid,  and  partly  executed,  for  tlie  extinction  of  all  civil  liberty. 
For  years  we  have  with  sorrow  beheld  the  approaching  con- 
flict Every  thing  now  conspires  to  prompt  ns  to  vigilance. 
And,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  require^  not  only  the  refined 
abilities  of  tme  policy,  but  the  more  martial  virtues, — conduct, 
valor,  and  intrepidity,  —  so,  gentlemen,  in  giving  you  our  suf- 
frages at  this  election,  we  have  devolved  upon  you  a  most 


'  Debates  in  FteL  v.  199-201  1 

^Mpp't  to  Bn<itr>n  News  Letter  for 
Juiv  26,  1770.  C'omp.  Boston  Gazette 
far 'Nov.  9,  1772. 

•  Not  in  all ;  for  irrnrrl'ng  to  John 
Adama,  Diuy,  in  W  orkit,  lu  263,  the 


HotlM^  ill  the  seaslom  of  1770,  was 
"  very  near  equaily  divided."  Yet 
tiie  tippoaeuta  of  Hutchinson  were  in 
the  majority,  —  ikddscil^  ao,— and 
nhh  r-)  carry  their  meaaniW  «Q  aK 
moiit  every  oocaaoo. 
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important  trusty  to  discharge  which,  we  doubt  not,  you  will  chap. 
stunmon  itp  the  whole  united  facoItleB  of  both  mind  end,3^|^ 
body/'  *  im 
The  message  of  the  Honse,  at  the  opening  of  the  seseionB  at  MftySt. 

Cambridge,  wua  conceived  in  tlie  sunc  spirit.  "  The  town 
house  in  Boston/'  said  they,  "  is  Liie  only  place  wlicrc  the  Gen- 
eral Coui*t  is  to  be  convened  and  held.  We  do  not  conceive 
that  it  is  in  yoor  honoris  discretion  to  remove  it  to  this  or  to 
anj  other  place ;  nor  does  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  extend 
80  &r  as  to  suffer  yon  to  exercise  power  to  the  injury  of  the 
people.  We  therefore  esteem  it  our  indispensable  duty,  before 
proceeding  to  the  business  of  this  assembly,  to  remonstrate 
against  its  being  held  in  any  oilier  place  than  the  town  house 
in  Boston.'' s 

From  the  former  course  of  the  conrt  in  remaining  at  Cam- 
bridge, his  honor  "flattered  himself"  that  he  might  be  ''soon 
able  to  hold  the  assembly  at  Boston  again ;  **  bnt  this  message 

"  blasted  all  his  hopes  ;  "  and,  as  ninety-six  out  of  cue  hundred 
and  two  members  hud  protes^ted  against  proce^ug  to  business, 
in  less  than  four  weeks  he  prorogued  the  assembly  for  ajiiB.SS. 
month.^  Bat  this  did  not  mend  the  matter ;  for,  when  the 
oomrt  reassembled,  tfa^  declared  their  adherence  to  their  foi^  Jviftf. 

'  Hutchinson,  iii.  App.  R.  j  Bos-  of  the  ceremony,  and  to  draw  as  much 

ton  News  Letter  for  May  17,  1770.  of  the  conooune  from  Oimbridge,  as 

Hutchinson,  about  this  timo,  rr^cived  was  in  their  poMfr.    They  therefor© 

notice  that "  it  waa  intended  he  should  detured  Dr.  Cnauncy,  as  senior  miniii- 

■oooMd  Sir  Fitndt  Bennrd  ai  gov>  ter  of  thetown,and  naknnly  aflbded 

enuir-in-cliicf ;  *'  but  he  wiis  not  con-  to  the  popular  aide,  to  preach  u  ser- 

finned  until  some  moatlu  after.  Uiat.  mon  in  the  usual  place,  mxn'teti  many 

ill  2S8.  of  the  miniaters  of  the  couutr)  to 

*  Jour.  H.  of  H.  for  1770 ;  Brad-  their  houses,  and  caused  an  o\  to  be 

ford's  State  Papers,  206-2 OS  ;  lloston  roasted  for  the  iK)pulace."    "  The  ap- 

Kews  Letter  for  Mav  31,  17 7U.   "It  peaxanoe,  however,"  he  adds,  **waa 

ine,  no  doubt,^  savB  Hutdiuuon,  Hut  deoent  at  Gkmbridlce,  though  the  num- 

Si.  291,  **  unpleasant  to  the  inhabitants  her  of  people  was  less  than  common.** 

of  Baston  to  see  the  concourse  of  all  Comp.  with  this  the  Boston  News  Letp 

ranks  of  people,  which  had  always  ter  for  May  31,  1770. 
been  sssembled  upon  the  day  of  elec-       '  Hutchinson,  iii  305,  306;  Jour, 

tinn  r  !rr'  -(I  to  another  to\vn ;  and  the  H.  of  R.  for  1770)  Bodford'a  State 

aeleetuicu,  and  many  of  the  principal  I^ipenn  236. 

inhaWtanti,  rewdved  to   
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CHAP,  nier  resolution,  and  were  again  prorogued  to  the  following 
3^  September.* 

1770.     In  til  if?  intenral  intelligence  was  received  of  an  order  "  in 
^  oooncil,  of  the  prerions  Jidj,  making  a  beginniiig  of  martial 
law  in  MassachuaettSi  and  preparing  the  way  for  doatng  the 
port  of  Boston.   By  the  terms  of  this  order,  the  harbcR*  of 

Boston  was  iiia»l»;  "  the  rendezvous  of  all  shif^  stationed  in 
North  Ani<*nca,"  and  the  fortress  which  commanded  it  was  to 
be  delivered  up  to  8uch  officer  as  (General  Gage  should  appoint, 
to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  troops,  and  put  into  a  reapeetabte 
state  of  defence.*  The  inetruetioDB  of  Qage  to  HntchiiMi 
were  to  deliver  up  the  Castle  to  Colonel  Dalrjmplo.  But  the 
charter  of  the  province  expressly  reserved  to  the  governor  the 
command  of  the  militia  and  the  forts ;  and.  as  tlie  Castle  wa^ 
plainly  included  iu  this  rc^rvation,  to  divert  the  command 
from  the  chief  magistrate  to  another  person  wae  olmoosly  a 
violation  of  the  charter  as  well  as  of  usage*  Fearing  the  dis» 
pleasure  of  the  people,  for  a  day  Hutchinsoa  hesitated — first 
inclining  to  write  to  the  genoral,  and  to  delay  the  execotioB 
of  the  order.  But,  conceiving  that  hesitation  might  be  con- 
strued as  a  refusal,  he  "  altered  his  mind,"  and  "  resolved  to 
carry  the  order  into  execution  while  it  was  in  his  power  to  do 
BO."  Hence  a  message  was  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
remove  the  sentinels  and  guards  from  thdr  poets,  and  to  admit 
in  their  place  such  of  tlie  king's  troops  as  Dalrymple  shonld 
appoint.  Ilis  honor  then  repaired  to  the  council  chamber,  and, 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  disclosed  his  imstructions ;  but 
finding  that  body  was  "struck  with  amazement,"  he  stole  into 
a  barge,  was  rowed  to  the  Castle,  invested  Dalrymple  with  the 
"  custody  of  the  fort,"  and  then  withdrew  to  his  oountry  house 
at  MUton.s 

I  Jotir.  H.  of  R  Ibr  1770;  Brad-  1770.  and  to  Beratrd.  SraC.  15, 177a 
twdV  State  Pni)ers,  254.  and  fUst.  III.  307-310;  Boston  Xews 

'  HillHborotio;h  to  Hutchinson,  July,  Letter  for  Sept.  13,  1770  i  Bancroft, 
1770 ;  Bajicrol  t,  vi.  367, 369.  vL  369,  370. 

'  UuidBiiMii  to  Qagef  Sept  % 
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Upon  the  roassembliog  of  the  court,  a  day  of  solemn  prayer  chap. 

XIII 

and  homiliation  was  appointed  and  observed ;  and  the  House  ^....^ 
sent  a  committee  to  the  lioatenant  goTernor,  informing  him  im 
that  a  qnonim  was  present^  and  requesting  that  the  assembly 

might  be  removed  to  Boston.'    But  his  honor  declined,  assign- 
ing as  his  reason  that  the  kin^  had  expresfied  hU  "entire  ap- 
probation "  of  his  summoning  the  court  ut  Caml)i  idLrc.    "  I  am 
restrained/'  said  he,  "  from  remoying  it  to  Boston,  but  am  not 
confined  to  the  town  of  Cambridge ;  and  I  am  willing  to  meet 
the  court  at  any  town  in  the  ])rovince  which  shall  appear  to 
me  most  for  the  convenience  of  the  members,  and  which  shall 
not  uiiliUite  with  the  spirit  of  mv  instructions."*    But  the 
House  was  not  satisfied  ;  and,  alarmed  at  the  new  and  insu|)- 
portable  grievances  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  —  which, 
in  their  opinion,  should  be  "  radically  redressed,"  —  by  a  vote 
of  fi%>nine  to  twenty>nine  another  message  was  prepared  and  0«t.  is. 
sent  to  his  honor,  requesting  to  know  "whether  he  still  held 
command  of  the  Castle."  ^    To  thid  message  he  returned  an  Oct.  is. 
equivocal  reply     upon  which  the  House  renewed  their  inqui-  Oct  83. 
ry,  and,  being  again  repulscxi,  the  Council  draughted  a  me3-oct.2$. 
sage  desiring  his  honor  to  **  lay  before  the  board  an  anthentio 
copy  of  the  report  and  order,  and  so  much  of  the  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Hillsborongh  as  concerned  the  Council  or  prov* 
ince,"  that  they  might  "take  r-ueh  measures     should  be  judged 
most  ndvi sable  to  vindicate  their  character,  and  prevent  any 
infriagcments  on  the  charter  riirhts  of  the  province."* 
Meanwhile,  in  England,  Hillsborough  himself;  possessed  with 


'  Jour.  II.  of  It  for  177(> :  Ilrad- 
lisrd's  Stnte  l*aj)crs,  L'.'^T. 

«  .Innr.  ][.  of  R  for  1770}  BnA- 

>  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1770 ;  Brad- 
ford's Stite  Paper*",  12 jS.  Hutchinson, 
Hist.  iii.  307,  says,  the  "  principil,  if 
Dot  the  only  additional  grievance,"  of 
which  the  peopks  complained,  was 
the  exchan^  of  a  gamson,  at  Castle 

V0l«.  il.  2ii 


William,  of  inhabitants  in  the  poy  of 
the  pro\ince,  for  a  garrison  of  regular 
troops  in  th'-  [nv  of  the  crown."  IVr- 
haps  i  but  Was  tticre  nolhing  pecu- 
liar in  tluR  exchangp,  which  constitat- 
ed  the  griewincf 

*  Jotir.  H.  oi  K.  for  1770}  Brad- 
ford. 2.jl>. 

"  Jour.  H.  of  a  for  1770  i  Brad- 
ford, 2C2. 
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CHAP,  the  fear  that  tbe  Americsm  colonies  were  on  the  eve  of  a  revolt, 
exerted  all  lik  power  to  loaiutain  the  totteriii|i^  supremacy  of 
1770.  Parliameiit.   "  No  more  time  sbooid  be  lost  in  detiberatum,* 
■aid  he ;  and  he  pi^epared  to  act*  Hnt^uiBOn  was  readj  to 

Oet  2S.  aid  in  this  work^  and  wrote  that  **  no  measure  could  hare  ben 
pitched  upon  more  proper  "  for  the  purpose  than  the  pOflBefr 
sion  of  the  harbor  of  Boston  by  the  kin-rV  tro<)|)8  and  ships."* 
Already  had  he  boastcil  to  Ga^e  that  he  had  '•niunatreii  this 
affair  with  much  prudence  ; "  ^  and,  elatcxl  at  the  prospect  oC 
risix^  to  still  higher  dignity,  he  advised  a  bill  for  vacating  or 
dieannolling  the  charter  in  all  its  parts,  and  learing  it  to  the 
king  to  settle  the  government  bj  a  royal  commissloii.'*  **  If 
the  kingdom,"  said  he,  "  is  tmited  and  resolved,  I  haye  bat  very 
little  doubt  we  shall  a.s  tame  as  lambs."  But  liis  honor 
miBjudged  the  temjK  i  ot'  the  j>eople.  Tameneas  in  subuiitliDg 
to  an  infraction  of  their  ctiarter  was  no  article  in  the  croed  ot 
the  politicians  of  Massachusetts.^ 

The  death  of  De  Berdt^  which  occurred  about  this  time,  Mr 
dered  it  neoeesaiy  to  choose  a  new  agent;  and  Samnel  Adams^ 
with  a  number  of  others,  following  the  adTioe  of  Reed,  of 
Philadelphi.i,  irave  their  suflt  agcri  for  Arthur  Lee ;  l>ut,  by  the 
influence  of  liowdoiu  and  Dr.  Cooper.  Franklin  was  choaeu, 

Oct,  2i.  with  Lee  as  his  substitute  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence.^  Bj 
this  step  the  proriace  was  served  hj  one  of  its  ablest  native 

'  Tinisborough  to  HiitrWnsoOjOct.  chuuetts  Bay.    Through  the  whole 

a,  1770  ;  Bancroft,  vi.  37 1.  troublesome  pcrirxl  siuct*  the  last  war, 

*  HtttditiimtoHilMwroiigfa«Oot  he  manifestly  mistook  the  tMD|wr» 
26,  1770.  pnnnplpi,and  opinion^  of  the  people. 

'  Bradford's  Uist.  Man.  L  233,  lie  had  resolved  uooa  a  svstem,  and 
note.  never  oomld  or  would  eee  the  impn^ 

*  Hillsl>oroii;;h  to  TTutohiniion,  Oct.    ticahility  <>f  it." 

3, 1770;  Hutchinson  to  HilLsliorouph,  •  S.  Adams  to  S.  Seyrei  ^^ov•  16» 

Oct  8  and  26,  1770,  and  to  ficmard,  1770 ;  Hutchinson  to  PownaH,  Nov. 

Oct.  20, 1770,  in  MS.  Oorresp.  iL  181,  11,  1 770 :  C^oopr  to  Franklin,  Nor. 

and  ill.  22,  23.  «.  1770  ;  T.  Cushin^  to  S.nT^,  Not. 

*  "With  all  his  advantages,"  says  ti.  1770,  in  MS.  Letters  ajitl  Vatjpen, 
*        Almon's  Remembnmoer  for  1775, 26,  1761-1776.   There  is  a  poitmt  of 

"he  never  wmr  mi'-ter  nf  the  tnie  De  Berdt  in  the  offin^  of  the  wrctnrr 
character  of  his  native  country,  not  of  the  Board  o£  Education,  at  the 
even  of  New  England  and  the  luMi-  StetnHouie. 
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bora  sons,  whose  devotion  to  liberty  was  known  to  be  sin-  chap. 
cere,  and  whose  inflexible  integrity  and  large  experience  were 
ft  pledge  that  hie  beet  efforts  would  be  need  in  their  behalt  vm 
Tho  Mrvioe  demanded  of  lum  was,  indeed,  of  the  most  delicate 
and  diflficnlt  nature ;  and  be  entered  upon  his  daties  at  a  critic 
cal  period.  But,  possessing  the  confidence  of  statesmen  in 
England,  genial  in  bis  manners,  and  with  a  rij^encd  wisdom 
which  knew  how  to  meet  difficulties  and  successfully  surmount 
them,  no  one  was  better  qualified  to  discharge  the  onerons  jet 
honorable  trust  to  greater  advantage.' 

In  the  mean  time  the  mtnistry  vere  perfecting  their  scheme 
for  the  redaction  of  the  colonies ;  and  ihe  project  was  started 
of  producing  divisions  by  arraying  thom  against  eadi  other* 
The  merchants  of  New  York  had,  some  time  before,  agreed 
to  a  general  importation  of  all  articles  except  tea.  Most  of  • 
the  other  colonies  censored  this  agreement  as  a  desertion  of 
the  cause  which  all  were  equally  pledged  to  nphoid ;  bat  in 
England  the  tidings  were  reoeiTed  with  joj.*  The  tax  on 
tea  remained  unrepealed ;  and  as  assurances  had  been  given 
to  Hutchinson  and  his  associates  that  a  portion  of  the  income 
derived  from  this  tax  should  be  appropriated  to  their  benefit, 
the  zeal  of  his  honor  was  woiiderfullv  increased,  and  he  ex- 
oltingly  cried, 1  can  find  bones  to  throw  among  them,  to 
continue  contention,  and  prevent  a  renewal  of  their  union." ' 


'  A  committee  was  at  the  same  meeting  wo^  ])06te<i  in  Boeton,  to  be 

lame  appointed  by  the  House  to  com-  held  on  the  fith,  to  concert  measuree 

mnnirate  intellifjcncc  to  the  n^entnnd  to  strcnp^thpn  the  union  of  the  rnlo- 

uiiitr^  in  Gt&it  Britain,  and  to  the  nies  and  support  the  non-importation 

ii)enker9  of  the  eeveial  aaiembliee  agreement,  which  should  be  executed 

tnron^hout  the  continent,  and  to  con-  "  with  that  undaunted  fortitude 

fer  with  a  committee  of  the  Council  becomes  those  only  who  are  resohed 

i^pobfed  to  etvreipoiid  nith  their  to  be  free.**   Boston  News  Letter  for 

agent,  as  £ir  as  they  should  judge  Sept,  6,  1770. 

ceasarv.    Hfitchinsnn,  iii.  31S.  '  Hutchinson   to  Manduit.  Dec. 

•  Votes  of  the  lueeliiig  al  Funeuil  1770,  in  MS.  Corresp.  iii.  (jH-70; 

Hall  Julv  24,  1770 ;  J.  Adams's  Di>  Baneroa,  n.  3Sfi.  Hutehimon,  hv  hie 

or),  in  Works  ii-  '^^>^  ;  Hutchin«on,  on-n  acknow!eHp:ment,intcrestPtl  li'm- 

tii.  330  ;  Bancroft,  \i.  365.  On  Tue»>  self  in  encouraging  the  breach  of  the 

day,  September  4,  A  notifioatioii  for  m  ftomhiniiti<in  mrae  by  the  meidiantib 
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8PIBII  OF  IBE  WOMEN  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


CHAP.  But  the  Bay  Province  w;h  little  disposed  to  second  bim  in 
3^  these  yiews ;  and  at  the  November  session  of  the  Qeoeral 
1770.  Gonrt  resolutions  irere  passed  discouraging  eztrsTagance  and 
the  nse  of  snperfluities,  and  encouraging  indostrj  and  frugal- 
ity ;  manufactures  in  the  towns  were  likewise  fostered  ;  and 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  ycomon  of  Massachuj^Ptta, 
catching  the  spirit  which  everywhere  prevailed,  held — as, 
indeed,  for  a  long  time  thej  had  done  —  social  gatherings  at 
different  houses ;  and  it  was  a  point  of  pleasing  and  generous 
rlTalrj  among  them  who  should  spin  the  most  yam  or  weave 
the  most  cloth.^  Nor  did  they  stop  here^  but  cheerfully  ab- 
stained from  the  use  of  tea,  the  favorite  beverage  of  their 
sex,  and  substituted  in  it8  place  an  iufusiuu  of  herbs  indice- 
iious  to  the  soil.^  Thus  were  the  people  ripening  for  inde- 
•  pendence  ;  and  the  devotion  to  principle,  the  vigorous  intel- 
lect|  the  clear  perception,  the  breadth  of  purpose,  and  the 
executive  energy,  which  were  distinguishing  traits  of  the 
sons  of  New  England,  tempered  with  the  virtues  and  graces 
of  the  daughters,  were  excellent  preparatives  for  the  enjoy 
ment  of  the  jiriceless  ble.-.-iiig-;  of  freedom. 

For  a  few  inonthB  quiet  n  iL^iicd  in  the  province.  The  min- 
istry, indeed,  were  still  pursuing  their  system  of  strengthenii^ 
the  power  of  Parliament;  but  with  whatever  steadfastness 
they  adhered  to  this  purpose,  there  were  many,  in  both  Houses, 
who  were  more  than  ever  disposed  to  lenient  and  indulgent 
measures ;  the  raising  of  a  revenue  from  the  colonies  ceased 


and  declared  that,  "  however  it  might 
be  called  Machiaveluin  policy,  it  vim 

cort  '.inly,  in  Burh  n  rase,  to  be  jlMti- 
fifitL"    Hi«t.  in.  :V.]].  note. 

'  See  ihc  Bosioa  newspapers  for 
1769  and  1770.  and  comp.  Bredlnrd, 
i.  236.  Tho  following  i**  iri^  rn  a<  :\ 
minpleof  numerous  simibr  adverti^e- 
mentat  *•  Boston,  May  21«  1770. 
LaMt  Wednesday  15  Ihu^ht'TH  of  I.i'i- 
ert}'  met  in  the  morning  at  the  houM; 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Momiead,  in  this 


town ;  in  the  oAemoon  the^'  exceeded 
ISO.  By  the  evening  of  raid  day  they 
had  spun  232  skeins  of  >Tim,  eorae 
xpty  fine.  Their  labor  and  malPriiU 
were  all  generously  given  the  worthy 
pastor."  BoatoQ  Neva  Letter  for  Mav 
24.  1770. 

'  .See  the  j>aj)ers  of  the  day.  Tea 
had  for  aome  time  been  a  prohibited 
iirti  !r  -  at  leasti  that  impotted  finoen 
England. 
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with  thcni  to  be  an  object  of  paramount  interest  and  ini[»or-  chap. 
tance ;  and  if  some  inclined  to  assert  the  abstract  right  of  Par- 
liament,  as  an  offset  to  the  claim  of  exemption  from  its  author^  im. 
itjt  they  were  indisposed  to  make  such  an  application  of  the 
doctrine  as  to  provoke  resistancOi  and  carefully  avoided  a  sud- 
den collision  with  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  which,  it  was 
evident,  were  too  strong  to  be  ea.^ily  icraovcd.^ 

At  length  Hutchinson,  who  had  for  some  time  been  dallying 
for  a  commission  as  governor,  with  the  doting  of  a  lover  upon 
the  charms  of  his  mistress,  and  who  had  affected  coyness,  diffi- 
dence, and  distrust,  only  the  more  surely  to  accomplish  bis 
object,  was  unspeakably  delighted  at  the  reception  of  the  UuOu 
parchaieut  upon  which  his  name  was  fairly  engrossed,  uud 
viewo<l  it  with  a  complaisance  which  he  could  not  conceal.^ 
The  goal  of  his  ambition  was  finally  reached.  lie  could  rise 
no  higher  on  this  side  of  the  waters ;  and  as  he  professed 
attachment  to  the  knd  of  his  birth,'  it  was  to  him  an  exceed- 
iLglj  gratifying  idea  that  he  had  become  its  chief  magistrate  f 


*  George  Grenville,  the  autlior  of  Hutchinson 'h  ktUrti  arming  in  a  short 

the  stamp  act,  died  in  the  autumn  of  time  after,  a  Ktop  wa«  put  to  any  ftir- 

1770.    Lord  Mahnn's  UUl.  I'nsr.  v.  tht-r  j)rngTP«-'5.   The  socrrtan*  of  stntp, 

27d.   Ilia  last  recorded  cxure^iuns  however,  condescended  to  inform  him 

on  American  taxation  are  aaia  to  haw  that  an  opportunity  was  grven  him  for 

been,  ''Nothing could  ever  induce  me  further  considemUon,  and  that  there 

to  tiix  America  ag-.iin  hut  the  united  wotild  hr^  no  nppnintmont  of  any  other 

eon.ttat  of  the  Kinj?,  Lord^  and  Com-  ptrsoii  in  the  mean  time.    The  ad- 

mon»,  supported  by  the  united  voice  vice  of  so  WMXpided  a  mark  of  favor, 

of  the  people  of  EnL'' ir  l    I  will  never  with  t!u' r\«viirnnof's' triven  him  by  his 

lend  my  lumd  towards  i<>rginff  chains  friends  of  support  as  ^  as  should  be 

tcrr  America,  kst  in  so  ddng  1  should  in  llieir  poirer,  together  with  the 

forge  them  for  mjael£"   OsTendirii  alnti  inciit  of  the  tumultuous,  violent 

Dei»tes,  L  496.  spirit  which  had  ))revailed,  caused  a 

'  *  "  Before  the  ar^i^^l,"  say*  he,  cnange  of  his  former  determination. 

Hist.  fiL  332,  333,  **of  the  lieutenant  and  a  grateful  acknnwlpdgmcnt  of  the 

go vemor*<!  letter*  in  Knfjrl  md, desiring  honor  done  him.'*  I'orJnlni  Adiras's 

to  be  excused  from  any  further  share  views  on  the  cliaracter  of  llutcliiiwon, 

in  the  administration,  the  king  had  see  hn  Bury,  m  Works,  iL  27& 
been  ]jl(M-tMl  to  direct  a  conimis^inn  "  I  caiinnt."  xiid  he,  (letter  to 

to  be  prepared,  constituting  liim  gov-  Hillsborough,  March  25, 1770,)  **  help 

emor  of  the  province  in  the  room  of  an  attachment  to  the  place  of  my 

Sir  Ftands  Bernard,  and  to  promote  birth  ;  and  1  have  some  personal  m- 

Mr.  ()Hvf»r  to  the  ]ihce  of  lieutenant  terrft,  l-IOor       pnvnth  ^trrUn^  an- 

governor  J  but  Lieutenant  Governor  nimd  rmts,  htsides  the  boost  i  livt  in." 
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OPENING  OF  HIS  ADMINISTBATION 


CH  AP,  and  pleasing  visions  of  a  successful  administration  floated  befiore 

1771.  To  realize  these  virioDS,  he  first  applied  hjmsdf  to  weakeo 
the  inflaence  of  his  political  opponents.*  Otis,  once  tiie  fore* 
most  in  defending  the  liberties  of  his  oonntrj,  was  shattered 

in  intellect,  and  possessed  with  a  morbid  sensitiveness  and 
jealousy  which  were  fast  obscuring  the  brighlnesd  of  his  tal- 
ents.^ John  Adams  had  withdrawn  from  public  life,  and  was 
demoting  himself  principally  to  his  fium  and  his  office.'*  Bat 
Samuel  Adams  remained  at  his  post ;  and  his  rigiknce  in- 
creased, and  his  spirit  became  more  daring,  as  Ae  criaiB 
approached.*  Bowdoin,  too,  and  Gushing,  and  Hawley,  and 
Warren,  and  Phillips,  were  men  of  snch  temper  that  the  hopes 
of  his  excellency  of  seducing  them  were  da^>hed.  Upon  Han- 
cock alone  did  he  flatter  himself  that  he  might  operate  with 
success ;  for  with  him  vanily  was  so  mingled  with  patriotism  that 
adulation  served  to  intoxicate  and  betray  him.  Bat»  fortunate^ 
Iji  his  sympathies  were  so  deeply  enlisted,  and  the  generous 
qualities  of  his  heart  so  prevailed,  that  he  spurned  the  caresses 
wliich  were  treacherously  lavished  uj>on  him  ;  aud  2?uch  was  the 
(X)atid(^uce  of  his  couulrymen  in  hid  integrity,  that,  when  the 
Struggle  came,  he  was  the  first  to  enroll  his  name  on  that 


'    It  ia  very  probable,"  says  he,  inoe,  bny  insrillinfi^,  fauinimtiof^ 

Hist  ill.  333,  "  that,  notwitbHtandin^  notioof  «nd  principles,"  and  laboiiqg 

the  dinputes  in  which  Mr.  Hutchinson  to  reroncik-  (he  peojile  to  hi>*  sway, 

had  been  engaged  witli  the  Council  J.  Adams,  Dinry,  in  Works  ii-  -Sj. 

and  the  Hoiue,  the  nuijor  part  of  the  ^  liutc-tiiiisoii,  iit.  347. 

people  of  the  pro\'ince  was  not  dis-  *  J.  AdaniA,  Di  ir\ .  in  Work<,  iL 

pleased  with  this  appointment,  though  260.    **  I  have  stood  by  the  people 

Kis  principles  in  govenunent  were  mtich  longer  than  they  would  — ' 


known  in  times  jKist.  when  a  member  by  themselves.    But  I  have  learned 

of  the  House,  and  afterwards  of  the  wisdom  by  experience.    I  shall  oer- 

Council,  to  be  favorable  to  the  jire-  tainly  become  more  retired  and  cau- 

rogative."    !le  also  refers  to  the  ad-  tioua.  I  shall  certainly  mind  my  own 

dresses  which  ho  rpcHvrd  from  the  ftrm  and  my  own  office.** 
Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  and  Baptittt      *  ''Samuel  Adams,"  wrote  Hutcb- 

mmisters  asfurtliereiideiiceof  there-  inaon  to  J.  Pownall,  Oet  17,  1771, 

gard  felt  for  his  person,  "abates  not  his  virulence,    lie  would 

'  The  emissaries  of  Hutchinson 
wcfe  ahnMid  in  all  jparta  of  the  prov^ 


push  tlie  continent  into  a  rebellion  to* 
monow,  if  it  naa  in  Ida  power," 
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instmmeDt  which  declared  to  the  world  that  America  would  chap. 
be  free."  ^^jj 

The  fifth  of  March,  the  fiiet  aoniveraary  of  the  Boston  ^mi. 
Maaeaere,"  was  obeerved  in  the  metropolis  witli  great  solem- 
nity. The  bells  of  the  diurcho.s  were  tolled  at  noon  and 
tolled  in  the  evening ;  an  "oration"  was  delivered  in  Faneuil 
Hall ;  and  figures  representing  "  the  murder  of  the  inhabit* 
ants  "  were  cxhibi^d  from  a  window  at  the  north  part  of  the 
town.*  In  Salem  there  were  similar  obserranoes ;  and  the 
talented  Whitaker,  who  officiated  on  the  oocasion,  in  his  prayer 
implored  that  the  gnilt  of  blood  might  be  taken  from  the  land ; 
and  in  his  sermon  represented  the  fatal  effects  from  the  terror 
of  an  armed  force  over  tlie  eivil  magistrate,  and  hinted  Tery 
plainly  at  the  pusillanimity  of  Hutchinson  at  that  time.^ 

The  General  Court  had  been  prorogued  in  November  to 
the  following  April ;  and  soon  after  Hutchinson's  commission 
was  published,  he  met  both  houses  at  Cambridge.  In  his  Aprils, 
opening  address,  after  expressing  his  ** sense  of  the  honor" 
which  had  been  conferred  npon  him,  he  declared  that  it  was 
"his  sincere  desire  and  rc^vjlution  to  employ  the  j)0wer3  with 
which  he  had  been  intrusted  for  his  majesty's  service,  and  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  people ; and  that,  to  this  end,  be 
should  cheerfully  join,  at  all  times,  with  the  other  branches 
of  the  legislature,  in  such  measures  as  might  tend  completely 
to  restore  and  constantly  to  maintain  that  state  of  order  and 
tranquillity  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  province  de> 
pended."^  The  House,  however,  wa.s  little  inclined  to  notice 
this  nies^a^re  witlioui  first  |»rotestiug  against  the  continuance 
of  the  court  at  Cambridge ;  and  a  verbal  message  was  sent  to 

'  HutchinRon  to   ,  June   5,  sive.    Comy\  J.  Adim^  Dinn',  in 

1771,  and  Hint,  iii.  31G.    The  king  Works,  ii.  27  y,  nute,  iuid  Ikucroil, 

gent  word  to  tempt  Hancock  by  marks  vL  407. 

of  iavor;  and  tlif  fliHerence  which  had  '  ITiitihinHon,  iii.  335. 

taken  place  beiwctn  liim  and  Samuel  ^  Hutchinson,  iii.      ;  Felt's  HisU 

Adams  seemed  to  &Tor  the  idea  tfau  Salem*  iL  MO. 

he  might  be  f^-iii^t'd  over;  but  the  *  Jour.  II.  of  K.  for  1 770-71 1 

hopes  of  the  governor  proved  dulu-  BnuU'ord's  State  Papers,  294. 
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THE  COCBT  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 


CHAP,  the  gt)vrrnor,  desiring  the  removnl  n(  tho  court  to  Boston.* 

^^^.^^  But  liisf  excellency,  in  reply,  refused  to  accede  to  tliis  request, 
1771.  as  it  would  be  yielding  to  the  House  "  a  right  which  would 
^*  have  remained  in  the  crown  if  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it 

Apr.Mw  in  the  charter."*  Nearly  three  weeks  elapsed  before  the 
Hooflc  rejoined ;  then  thej  declared  that  it  wonid  have  given 
them  no  nneaainess  if  an  end  had  been  put  to  the  present 
a.-j.sembly,  rather  iluni  to  have  been  asraiu  called  to  tids 
place;"  aqd  they  were  "  uiiwilliiiii-  to  admit  the  belief  that, 
when  the  season  lor  calling  a  new  assembly  should  arrive,  his 
excellency  would  contlnae  an  indigaity  so  flagrant,  and  so 
repeatedly  remonstrated  by  both  Houses,  as  the  deforcement 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  its  andent  and  rightful  seat."' 

Mtjr  29.  Yet  the  new  court  was  convened  at  Cambridge ;  and  no 
sooner  had  the  Hout^e  chosen  their  speaker  than  they  })!•> 
cccHlod  to  remonstrate  upon  "the  old  subject."*  At  the 
inntanee  of  Samuel  Adams  it  was  likewise  moved  that  "  the 
House  should  come  into  a  resolve  to  do  no  business  except  m 
the  town  of  Boston  bat  Otis,  who  had  been  chosen  to 
represent  Boston  in  the  place  of  John  Adams,  who  had 
changed  his  residence,^  opi)Osed  this  motion  ;  ^  and  as  a  por- 
tion uf  the  members  were  friends  to  the  governor  and  friends 
to  the  preroirative,  and  few  were  inclined  to  come  to  an  oj^en 
rupture  while  matters  of  great  importance  Slight  claim  their 
attention,  the  motion  was  negatived.® 


>  BndfordtL;  Bancroft,  tL 

*  Jour.  H.  of  R  for  1770-71  ; 
Bradford's  State  Papers,  295,  290. 

»  Jour.  H.  of  ll  for  1770-71; 
Bradford's  State  I'ai  x  rK,  296»  897; 
HutchinHon,  iii.  3;j(), 

*  Bradiord's  Sute  Pa|)er8,  299, 
note ;  Hutchinnon,  iii.  330. 

*  Hutchinson,  iii.  331). 

'  lie  moved  to  Braintree  in  April, 
1771.  Diary,  in  Worica,  iL  259,  note. 

'  Hutcliinson,  iii.  339.  Comp.  J. 
Adams,  Diary,  in  Works,  iL  266. 


*  J.  Adama,  Diary,  in  Works,  it 

263,  8ay«,  "The  House  was  ver}-  near 
equally  divided  the  whole  of  tlie  last 
8es.tion  ;  and  these  two  members 
(Colonel  Edson,  of  Bridgewatcr,  and 
roloiR'I  Gilhert,  of  Freetown)  will  be 
able  to  make  a  balance  in  fevor  of  ti- 
midity,ailifioe,  and  trimming."  Hutdk- 
irwon,  on  the  other  hand^  Hist,  iii.  33*^, 
repreaenta  the  majority  against  gor- 
etnment  as  greater  thia  year  than  ever 
before,  and  Raj's,  ♦*  Except  in  two  or 
three  inatanoea,  the  new  membeia 
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One  sach  matter  came  before  tlic  Hoaae.  It  had  long  been  chap. 
fla^)ected,  and  vas  now  poblicly  known,  that  a  salarj  of  ^^^L. 
fifteen  hnndied  pounds  per  annam  had  been  established  for  1771. 

Joa.  19. 

the  govemor  by  grant  of  the  crown ;  and  this,  joined  to  other 

grievances,  called  forth  a  protest  against  the  removal  of  the 
assembly  from  Boston  by  force  of  an  instruction  from  the 
king,  and  against  the  establishment  of  a  salary  for  the  chief 
magistrate.*  "  If  a  British  king/'  say  Uicy,  "  should  call  a 
Parliament^  and  keep  it  seyen  years  in  Cornwall,  howoTer 
his  nunistry,  as  usual,  might  shift  for  themselves,  theur  master 
and  his  affairs  would  be  irretrievably  embarrassed  and  rained. 
And  a  governor  of  this  province,  who,  in  order  to  harass  the 
General  As^sembly  into  unconstitutional  and  unconscionable 
measures,  should  convene  and  hold  them  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire or  Lincoln,  would  render  himself  and  his  administration 
justly  ridiculous  and  odious."'  On  the  latter  point,  it  will  be 
remembered,  a  controversy  had  arisen  during  the  administrar 
tions  of  Shnte  and  Burnet ;  and  its  renewal  at  this  time  shows 
that  the  same  spirit  animated  the  House,  and  that  they  were 
determined  to  resist  all  inva:?ious  of  tlieir  chartered  rights. 
The  consolidation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  tlie  executive, 
which  would  naturaUy  flow  from  his  independence  of  the  pro- 
vincial  legislature,  and  the  paramount  authority  given  to  the 
instructions  of  the  kmg,  could  not  but  awaken  jealousy  and 
alarm ;  and  the  disposition  evinced  on  the  part  of  tlie  governor 
to  abide  by  those  inBtmctions  and  use  that  power  satin^fied  the 
people  that  his  professions,  as  usual,  were  but  a  courtly  pretence. 

An  incident,  slight  in  itself,  and  only  imporUal  for  the  prin- 
ciple involved,  may  be  adduced  in  evidence  of  the  arbitrary 

tiere  in  the  opporitioB."  Hm  lirt  of  *  Jour.  H.  of  R.  finr  1771  r  Brad- 

finend^  to  {jovorument,  iu  htft  D0t6,  ford's  Stiite   Pa]H-iN,  302-^04,  and 

gives  only  eight  nam^  Hist.  I  408-4 10 }  Hutchinson,  iii. 

*    The  subject  of  the  governor's  App.  T.   Otis  was  cfaauman  of  til* 

iodepeiidieiicy  »  a  scrion?,  a  danger-  committee  whidk  dzaii^lted  Ihb  pzo- 

om,  a  momentous  thing."  J.  Aduiu,  test. 
JJmry,  in  Works,  ii.  290. 
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TAX  BILL  REJECTED. 


CHAP,  manner  in  wliioh  the  governor  was  tiinposed  to  ost*  liis  author- 

^^J^itjr.  The  tax  bill  reported  in  the  House  this  year  did  not 
1771.  exempt  the  estates  of  the  oflioen  of  the  crown  in  the  province ; 
and  vhen  it  was  presented  to  iiis  eKoeUencj  Ibr  approral,  bfi 
rejected  it,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  ezprenlj  forbidden 
his  majesty's  twenty-serenih  instniction  from  giving  his  con- 
sent to  such  an  act  upon  any  pretence  wliatsoever."  *  Indig- 

Juljfi.  naut  at  this  assumption,  tlie  House,  in  their  reply,  det-lared 
that  "  they  Jmew  of  no  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  customs, 
nor  of  any  revenue  his  majesty  had  a  right  to  establish  in 
North  America;''  and  that  to  withhold  his  assent  by  **£)ree 
of  instmction"  alone  was  ''effeetually  vacating  the  diarter,  ren- 
dering the  representatives  mere  machines,  and  redndng  then 
to  thij?  latiil  alternative  —  either  to  have  no  taxes  levied  at  all, 
or  to  have  them  raised  in  such  a  way  aud  manner,  and  upon 
tlione  only  whom  his  majesty  pleased."' 

The  rejection  of  the  grants  made  by  the  court  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  sgents  was  another  stqp  which  called  forth  the 
dispteaaare  of  the  Hoose ;  and  they  oommented  npcm  it  with 
becoming  severity.'  Kor  was  this  the  greatest  grievance ;  for 

Aug.i2.  during  the  summer,  twelve  vessels  of  war,  carrying  two  hun- 
dred and  ?ixty-two  guns,  and  commanded  l>y  Montagu,  rear 
admiral  of  the  blue,  and  the  brother  of  Sandwich,  auchoit^ 
in  the  harbor,  and  displayed  their  frowning  batteries  to  the 
town.*  Few,  after  this,  could  doabt  the  intentions  of  the  min- 

■  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1771;  Bnid^  1771.    ^<  Mondav,  bdagthettum- 

ford*»  State  Papen,  806 }  UutchinsoDt  sary  of  the  birthday  of  hh  ro^TiI  hi?h- 

iiL  344.  ness  the  PriiK^  of  Wules,  at  one 

*  Jour.  H.  of  R.  ibr  1771 }  Biwl-  o*dack  the  guns  at  Ckntle  WaUan 

ferd'ft  State  Pappr«<,  307.  were  fired  on  the  occii'^imi.   The  same 

'  Jour.  U.  of  ii.  for  1771 ;  Brad*  afternoon  arrived  in  Kiii^  i<oad  tbe 

ford's  State  Papers,  SOS.    Cnmp.  Hon.  John  Monfciffii,  F>q.,  rwr  s»d- 

Hutchinson^  iiL  345.    Tho  kiusc  of  miral  of  his  majesty's  blue  wjuadn  i^ 

this  rciecfion  wa'^  the  fjct  that  the  ni  his  in  ijcsty's  ship,  the  Captain.  The 

Council  and  House  had  ajmoiuted  Livt'ly/Liin.ir,  and  Swan,  which  sailed 

eommitteea  to  corresimnd  witn  their  from  England  with  tho  adminil.  ire 

agents.    Comp.  Hutcninson,  iii.  'dl^.  al«)  am'vod."    On  the  chinutir  af 

*  Boston  Gazette  for  Aug.  19,  Montagu,  see  J.  Adams,  Diaiy,  in 
1771 J  Boaton  Pott  Boy  ix  Aug.  10,  Woriu*  il  SOS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


COURSE  OF  THE  PATRIOTS, 


443 


istry ; '  and  it  was  no  easy  task  to  persuade  the  people  that  chap. 
inch  an  armament  was  necessary  to  insure  obedience  or  loy- 
ally.  The  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain,  whiob  bad  dis*  1771. 
poflseaeed  hia  mijeaty's  subjects  of  their  settlement  at  Port 
Epftont^  in  the  Falkland  Isl&ndR,  and  the  necessity  of  obtain- 
iiig  sati?fiiotion  for  this  insult,  was  indeed  alleged  as  the  reason 
for  send  iiig  such  a  iieet  to  America  ;  but  it  was  easy  to  sec 
through  tho  pretejLt ;  for  why  was  not  the  iieet  sent  to  Now 
York?  a 

The  patriots  of  the  province  beheld  these  proceedings  with 
dismay ;  and  Samnel  Adams,  more  than  ever  conyinoed  that  the 
time  for  action  had  arriTed,  rerolved  in  his  mind  the  project, 
which  was  afterwards  uiulurod,  of  effectinu:  a  c^eneral  union  of 
the  colonies.  "It  woiiM  be  an  ardiiuus  Uisk, '  said  he,  "to 
awaken  a  sufficient  number  to  bo  irraiid  an  undertaking.  Noth- 
ing, however,  should  be  despaired  of.  The  tragedy  of  Ameri- 
can freedom  is  nearly  completed.  A  tyranny  seems  to  be  at 
the  very  door.  Tet  the  liberties  of  our  country  are  worth  de- 
fend ing  at  all  hazards.  If  we  should  suffer  them  to  be  wrested 
from  us,  millions  yet  unborn  may  be  the  miserable  sharers  in 
the  event.  Every  step  has  been  taken  but  one ;  and  the  last 
APPEAL  wouki  require  prudence,  unanimity,  and  fortitude. 
America  must  herself,  under  Qod,  finally  work  out  her  own 
salvation."' 

By  such  stirring  words  did  this  eloquent  man  seek  to  in- 
(bse  into  others'  breasts  his  own  courageous,  resolute  spirit. 

Nor  did  he  labor  in  vain  ;  for  when,  in  tlie  fall,  the  trovernor  No». 
issued  his  proclamation  for  the  customary  day  of  tbauksgiv- 

*  ♦*  These, "  sujti  Hutchinson,  Hist   and  perseverance  in  our  illustrious  an- 
m.  992,  ■*  were  evident  marke  of  the  oetton  that  redeemed  our  oomtitution  • 

of  the  government."  when  equally  inviided  ;  utkI  1  trust  in 

have  letumed,**  wrot*?  Artliur  Ood  llwt  those  virtues  in  you  will  be 

Lee  from  London,  Sept  22,  1771,  crow-ned  xnih  the  same  rucccss.** 

"  with  wy  ipwt  Mliifiwdon,  that  ym  Bradford's  State  Papers,  313. 

have  determined  to  rpsijit  any  new  in-  '  S.  Adrun'-,  in  the  J{os.ton  G  izettc 

xusions  of  your  ri^'htM,  as  well  as  to  for  Oct.  14,  177ij  Adums  to  Lee, 

nmonatxate  against  thoftc  that  are  al»  Oct  31>  177  L 
mdy  pMwd.  It  nw  Midi  vigifaoioe 
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CU8HIKG  URGES  UNION. 


CHAP,  ing,  and  called  upon  the  peo}>lc  to  express  their  gratitude  that 

^^J^"  civil  and  religious  libertiesj "  were  continued,  tlie  niinistm 
1771.  of  Boston,  with  but  one  exception,  refused  to  read  the  paper ; 
and  on  the  day  appointed,  instead  of  tbe  prayer  which  they 
were  expected  to  offer,  they  implored  of  Almighty  God  the 
restoration  of  lost  libertiee."  ^ 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  duriug  the  winter.  The 
reunion  of  the  colonicri  against  iujj)urtatiou  wa>  ursred  by  the 
prudcat ;  and  in  different  parts  of  the  country  it  was  imdar 
discnasion.   "I  heartily  wish  with  yon,"  wrote  Gushing  to 

jill'li  ^'^^^^t  Oonnecticut)  **  that  some  measures  might  be  come 
into  to  revive  the  union  of  the  colonies.  To  plaoe  any  great 
dependence  on  the  virtue  of  the  people  in  general,  as  to  their 
refraining  from  tlie  use  of  the  destined  articles,  will  be  in  vain. 
The  only  thing  wc  can  at  present  depend  upon  i.s  tlie  cnn-luct 
of  the  several  assemblies  througli  the  continent;  and  however 
the  people  in  general  may  be  induced,  for  peace'  sake,  or  from 
a  sense  of  inability,  to  submit  at  present  to  what  they  appre- 
hend the  usurped  authority  of  Parliament^  the  assembllea 
ouglit  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  their  liberties,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  assert  their  riiihts  in  solemn  resolves,  and  con- 
tinually keep  their  agents  instructed  upon  this  iinporumt  sub- 
ject, ;!!m1  renew  their  memorials  to  the  king  for  the  redress  of 
their  grievances  and  the  restoring  their  privil^es."  * 

April.  At  the  spring  session  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Gushing,  the 
speaker  of  tbe  House,  being  confined  by  indisposition,  John 
Hancock  was  chosen  to  his  place.  As  a  councillor.  I^Ir.  Han- 
cock had  been  often  rejected  by  IJernard  and  Ilutchin^ion ; 
but,  in  purfeuaiice  oi'  the  policy  which  had  been  coninieudod  to 
his  notice,  the  latter  now  ventured  to  confirm  him  as  speaker. 

'  JM'e  of  Lee.  ii.  1H6;  S.  Adams's  tuminff  their  Iwcks  ui>on  him.  w  .Ik«.'<l 

Papers,  in  liuieroft,  n.  40H;  Hutch-  out  of  the  meetin|j  in  fjreat  indij^u- 

inaoii,  ill.  <'i47.    I  emherton,  of  Boip  tioit.    H  incroft,  tL  408. 

ton,  of  \vh  i"<c  rhnich  Hutchinson  wa'i  *  T.  Cushine  to  R.  Sherman,  Tan. 

a  meml  rr,  was  the  on;-  who  read  tJie  21,  1772,  iu  MS.  Letters  and  l^per^ 

procnimution ;  and,  ba  he  begoo  to  1761-1776^  10^  m  Ub.  3&Mi  Hilt 

read,  the  petriote  of  his  ooogxegatiaoi  Soe^ 
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A  motion  had  been  previously  made  by  Hancock,  in  the  House,  chap. 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  goYernor,  to  desire,  "  in  eonsid- 
eration  of  the  inoonvenienceB  attending  their  sitting  at  0am-  177s. 
bridge,"  that  the  court  should  be  removed  to  Boston  ;  and  as 

mch  a  raeesage,  which  waived  the  point  of  right,  was  all  his 
excellency  wanted,  he  was  prepared  to  comply  ;  but,  nnfortu- 
natoly  for  his  purpose,  Samuel  Adams  rose  in  opposition  ;  a 
similar  motion  in  the  Council  was  opposed  by  Bowdoin,  and 
the  matter  dropped.^ 

The  new  session  of  the  courts  therefore,  was  held  at  Cam*  Haj28. 
bridge ;  and  the  claim  of  right  was  once  more  insisted  upoti.^ 
Say  the  House,  in  their  message,  "  The  town  honse  in  Boston  May  29. 
is  the  accustomed,  ancient  place  for  holding  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  where  alone  provision  is  made  for  it.  It  does 
not  appear  to  us  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  convening 
the  assembly  in  this  places  nor  can  we  conceive  of  any  for  con- 
tinuing it  here.  It  is,  therefore^  our  earnest  request  that  you 
would  remove  the  assembly  to  the  town  house  in  Boston,  where 
we  may,  with  the  greatest  advantage  and  despatch,  transact  all 
such  public  matters  as  are  now  before  us,  togctht  r  with  such 
others  as  your  excellency  shall  propose  lor  our  cousideratiou.*'^ 
To  this  message  the  governor  "  imprudently  "  returned  a  nega- 
tive  answer ;  but,  upon  maturer  deliberation,  and  after  con- 
suiting  with  the  Council,  who  favored  the  removal,  he  con* 
sen  ted  to  yield  the  disputed  point,  and  the  assembly  was 
adjourned  to  Boston.*  Jnn.is. 

In  less  than  a  mouth  new  difficulties  arose.  The  irovrnioi- Julj  10. 
bad  accepted  a  salary  from  the  king.    This  was  known,  and 

*  .lour.  H.  of  11.  for  1771-72;  soon  nf(.  r  cflbcttd,  and  hirmony 

Hutchinson,  iiL  MH.  restored.    See  Uutchiniion,  iiL  3^6* 

'  In  eonnequence  of  the  difBcuItjr  and  Bancroft, 
brt\v(>oii  Tl  iiicocli  and  S.  Adims,  nn  '  Tntir.  IT.  of  R.  f^r  1772}  Brad- 
attempt  was  made  nt  the  election  in  ford's  State  Papers,  321. 
Boston  this  year  to  defeat  the  latter;  *  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1772 1  Biad- 
but  he  WIS  triumphintly  elected  by  a  fordV  State  Papers,  322-325;  IIutdi> 
Totc  of  723  :i{f  liii'it  21«.    Happily,  f»  m<^n,  iii.  306,  357. 
rccoucilialion  betwet-n  the  lurtlu^  wus 
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CHAKGE8  IN  THE  MIMi>TBT. 


CHAP,  had  already  l)CH?n  censured.  But  the  House  now  i«K)k  inore 
definite  grounds  ;  aad  a  series  of  resolves  draughted  by  Uaw- 
177S.  ley  waa  passed  by  a  Tote  of  eighty-five  to  nineteen,  to  the 
effect  that  **  the  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  gov* 
emor  of  the  provinee,  independent  of  the  acts  and  grants  of 
the  General  Assembly,  is  an  infraction  opon  the  rights  granted 
to  the  iiiluibitant^  by  the  royal  charter,  aud  iu  derogatioo  of 
the  coustitution." ' 

His  excellency  was  displeased  with  these  proceedings  ;  and, 
in  revenge  for  the  affront  which  had  been  put  upon  Uis  dignity, 
not  only  in  this  partionlar,  but  in  the  refusal  of  the  Court  to 
repair  the  Province  Hoose,  which  he  oocopied  as  his  restdcnoe^* 

Jni72i. he  wrote  to  Hillsborough  that** if  the  nation  wonld  arowe, 
and  unite  in  measures  to  retain  the  colonies  in  subordination, 
all  thi.-^  new  doetrine  of  independence  would  V)e  di.-avowfnl.  and 
its  first  inventors  be  saerilu'ed  to  the  rage  of  the  people  whom 
they  had  deluded."'  But  the  wjcrctary  had  not  been  idle, 
andfOn  his  part,  announced  that  the  iLing, '^with  the  entire 
ooncorrenoe  of  Lord  North,  had  made  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  lafr  servants  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay."  *  This 
was  his  last  act  as  a  minister  of  the  king ;  a  patent  for  an 

Aug.H.  earldom  gootlu^  his  fall;  and  William  Legge,  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth,  commemorated  by  Cowper  as  one 


'  Jour.  H.  of  R  for  1772 ;  Brad- 
ford's Suite  Papers,  325-329;  Hutch- 
inson, itl  3o7,  and  App.  V.  The  ffov- 
ernor,  in  his  message  of  June  13,  in- 
fornicd  the  Tfouso  that  hcliad  nwived 
and  accepted  a  mlaiy  from  the  king ; 
and  this  wis  the  cause  of  the  present 
rejoinder.  Biadford's  State  Ftopen, 
824,  32d. 

'  Jour.  H.  of  B.  for  1772;  Biad> 
IbrdV  State  Papers,  330.  331. 

•  Hutchinson  to  J.  Pownall,  July 
21,  1772,  ia  Almou's  Kemcmhnmcer 
for  1776,  57.  Hutchinson's  viewt 
ujwn  the  ^ulijirt  of  itid<'|><>ndcnce  may 
be  seen  in  his  Hist.  iii.  355.  **  After 
■lit"  tayi  be^  *■  a  new  independeiit  date 


may  he  added  to  the  empires  of  the 
world,  with  perhap*  the  name  of  t 
free  state ;  a  few  indi^iduaLs  may  at- 
tain to  greater  degrees  of  (^fputy'and 
power  J  out  the  iiui  I'  it  in»»-  in  ^^ncral 
will  never  enjoy  »o  greui  a  th^re  of 
natural  lil)erty  as  tney  would  ha^ 
done  if  they  hui  rem  lined  a  dcjxMid- 
ent  cokmy.  1  hus,  tor  an  imagimrf 
good,  and  even  ibat  improhebk  to  m 
obtained,  we  ore  porting  with  tttX, 
tubetantial  happineiuv" 

*  HilUl>orough  to  ]lutchlus4>ti, 
Aug.  7,  1772.  Comp.  Hi!lsl)ort>ugb 
to  I  riifchinsoti,  June  G.  1772,  and  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  July  27,  1772  j 
end  Bancroft,  tL  419. 
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**  Who  wears  a  coronet,  and  pray%** 

took  his  place  as  secretary  for  the  colonies.^ 

As  the  court  was  not  sitting  when  Hillsborough's  letter 
arrived,  an  informal  meeting  of  the  iiiluiljitants  of  Boston  was 
called.  A  petition  for  a  town  meeting  was  then  draughted  ;  Oot. 
and,  though  some  opposed,  the  people  insisted  that  the  crisis 
had  come "  and  that "  from  this  time  forward  poeteritj  must 
date  their  freedom  or  their  slavery."  *  On  the  appointed  day  o«t  ss. 
the  inhabitants  assembled,  and  John  Hancock  was  chosen  mod- 
erator.' *^  We  must  now  strike  a  home  blow,"  was  the  Ian* 
giiage  of  the  boldest,  "  or  the  chains  of  tyrann v  are  riveted 
upon  us."  An  address  to  his  excellency  was  prepared  and 
sent,  requesting  information  of  the  truth  of  tiie  report  that 
"  stipends  had  been  affixed  to  the  offices  of  the  judges ; "  but  Oet  30. 
the  request  was  declined  on  the  gronnd  of  its  impropriety.^ 
A  new  petition  was  then  drangbted,  declaring  **sach  an  estab- 
lishment contrary,  not  only  to  fhe  plain  and  ob?ions  sense  of 
the  charter  of  the  province,  but  also  to  some  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  common  law,  —  to  the  benefit  of  which  all 
British  subjects,  wherever  dispersed,  are  indubitably  entitled," 
—  and  requesting  that  the  subject  might  be  referred  to  the 
General  Conrt^  Bat  this  petition  was  likewise  rejected  \  nor  xvov.  a. 
wonld  the  goTemor  consent  that  the  conrt  shonld  meet  in  De- 
cember, the  time  to  which  it  had  been  prorogued.*  ''If/' said 

'  Dartmouth  to  the  Governor  of  and  gives  as  his  authority  the  state- 

Connecticut,  Aug.  14,  1772,  in  M8.  ment  of  Hutchiiiiaii»  Hist  iii.  361, 

I  rttpfs  and  Papers.  17ni-7(i,  106 ;  But  if  Hancock  was  one  of  those  who 

IkUham's  George  III.  i.       ;  Lord  opposed  the  meeting,  it  seems  hardly 

Mahon'x  Hist.  Eng.  v.  320 ;  Hutch-  credible  that  he  tDOuM  aftenmnu 

inson.  iii.  '4ii\,  note;  BancroA,  vi.  420.  have  !  <  <  t,  iho "n  moderator. 

'  Hutchinson,  iiL  d6i{  Bancroflyvi      *  Boston  Tost  Boy  for  Nov.  2^ 

428.  1772  {  Boston  Newi  Letter  for  Oct 

'  Boston  Post  Tins-  for  Xov.  2,  29  and  Nov.  5,  1772.    Comp.  J.  .\d- 

1772.    Biincrott,  vi.  426,  says,  Han-  ams's  Diary,  in  Works  iL  300,  301. 
cock,wbodi«pproved  of  what  seemed      '  Boston  Post  Boy  for  No?.  2, 

to  him  rash  measures  joined  with  1772. 

three  or  four  otbor"  of  tho  soloctmen       •  Boston  Post  Boy  for  Nov.  0, 

of  Boston,  and  rejected  the  prayer  of  1772 ;  Hulchin.Hou,  iiL  363.  'Hie  at- 
tfae  firat  petiti<m  for  « tvwn  meetingp  at  the  iiieetiiig!i»  both  of  the 
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CHAP,  he,  "  in  compHance  with  your  petition,  I  should  alter  my  deter- 
^^^J^  niination,and  meet  the  assembly,  contrary  to  my  own  judgment, 
1772.  at  such  time  as  you  judge  necessary,  I  should  in  effect  yield  to 
joa  the  exercise  of  that  part  of  the  prerogative,  and  shoold  be 
unable  to  jostifj  mj  conduct  to  the  king.  There  would,  more- 
oyer,  be  danger  of  encouraging  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
towns  in  the  province  to  assemble,  from  time  to  time,  in  order 
to  consider  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  a  session  of  the  Gen- 
eml  As<(Miil>ly,  or  to  debate  and  transa(  t  other  iitattcr?  which 
the  law  that  authorizes  towns  to  assemble  docs  not  make  the 
bn^inoss  of  a  town  meeting/' ' 

This  repljy  which  invaded  the  rights  of  the  little  repnblics 
of  New  England,  was  communicated  to  the  meeting,  and  read 
several  times  ;  after  which  it  was  nnanimously  voted  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston  "have  ever  had,  and  ought  to  have,  a 
rigiit  to  petition  the  kinff  for  the  rcflress  of  such  ^Ticvancos  a? 
they  feel,  or  tor  preventing  of  such  as  they  have  reason  to  a(> 
prehend,and  to  communicate  tlicir  ?cntiniont'<  to  other  towns/'^ 
Then  followed  tlie  step  "which  included  the  whole  revolo* 
tion ; "  and  Samuel  Adams,  the  master  spirit  of  the  times,  who 
had  matured  his  plans  bj  consulting  the  ablest  men  in  the 
province,  moved  "  that  a  committee  of  correspondence  be  ap- 
pointed, to  consist  of  twenty-one  persons,  to  state  tlie  i  'u'^f  t.- 
of  the  coloni-^t-^.  and  of  thid  province'  in  particular,  a-  men  and 
Christian?,  and  as  subjects ;  and  to  communicate  and  publish 
the  same  to  the  several  towns  and  to  the  world,  as  tlie  sense 
of  this  town,  with  the  infringements  and  violations  thereof 
that  have  been,  or  from  time  to  time  may  be,  made."'  This 
motion  was  carried  without  a  division,  the  vote  in  its  favor 

2ftdi  October  and  the  2d  November,  *  Boston  Post  B07  tat  Nor.  9, 

vi  Kiid  not  to  have  hccn  hrgc  —  not  1772;  Boston  Gaaette  far  Nov.  9, 

much  larger  than  on  ordinary  occa-  1772. 

sion?.  S.  Adams  to  Arthur  I>ee,  Nov.  *  Boston  Port  Boy  for  Nor.  9, 

3,1772;  Bmcroft,  vi.  427,  42S.  I77  J;  Boston  GnzeW  f..r  Nov.  9, 

'  Boston  Po  t   ]V'\  fr,r  Nov.  U.  1772;  Bancroft,  tL  428*  note^  and 

1772;  Boston  Gazelle  for  Nov.  9,  429. 
1772. 
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being  nearly  nnanimoas ;  but»  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  chap. 
laiae  the  committee,  difficoltiee  arose.  TEtree  of  the  four 
fepreeentatiyee,  and  two  of  the  selectmen,  of  Boston  pleaded  vm. 
private  business,  and  declined  to  sem;^  and  their  example 

was  followed  by  others.'  The  committee  was  lillcd,  however, 
aud,  with  Otis  as  its  chairman,  held  its  first  session  at  the  rep- 
rescutatives'  chamber  on  the  following  day,  and  organized  by  How.  8. 
electing  William  Cooper  as  its  clerk.^  Thus  the  foandation 
was  laid  for  Ambugan  union.  **  The  people  in  every  town,** 
an  ''American''  had  written,  "most  instrool  their  representar 
tives  to  send  a  remonstrance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  a??uro  him,  unless  their  liberties  are  restored  whole  and 
entire,  they  will  form  an  independent  commonwealth,  after  the 
example  of  the  Dutch  proviaces,  and  offer  a  free  trade  to  all 
nations.  Should  any  one  province  begin  the  example,  the 
other  provinces  will  follow ;  and  Great  Britain  most  comply 
with  our  demands,  or  sink  under  the  united  force  of  the  French 
and  Spaniards.  This  is  the  plan  that  wisdom  and  P|;ovidenoe 
point  out  to  preserve  our  riijht.s,  and  this  alone.*** 

The  first  su  p  of  the  committee,  after  its  organization,  was 
to  pass  a  vote  pledging  their  honor  not  to  divulge  any  part 
of  the  conversation  at  their  meetings  to  any  person  whatsoever, 
excepting  what  the  committee  itself  should  mako  known and 


*  Onshing,  Ibnoodc,  and  Phfllipi  baaed — being  the  aasertion  of  Hutch- 
were  the  representatives  who  de-  Inson  oloDe  —  does  not  seem  to  me 

clinod ;  and  bcolby  and  Austin  were  sufficient  to  warrant  the  ch  ir^e,  e^pe- 

tiu>  selectmen.  See  Cooper  to  Frank-  ciuliy  in  view  of  the  letters  ot  Cmhing 

lin.  March  15,  1773,  in  Franklin's  advontiii^  •  unkm  against  importi^ 

Works  ^iii.  37;  Hutcliiti^on  to  Pnw-  tion. 

nail,  April  19, 177D;  L.  in  the  Boston  *  Gomp.  Boston  Gazette  for  Nov. 

Gaxette  for  Nov.  9,  1772;  Bancroft,  9, 1772.   HuteUnaoo  deaenbed  thSa 

vi.  429,  430.    The  latter,  llist.  U.  S.  committee  as  in  part  composed  of 

vi.  426,  says,  when  Ad ims  "  proponed  "deacons,"    and    "atheists,"  and 

his  great  invention,"  "  ever}'  one  of  "  bhck -hearted   fellows  whom  one 

his  coUeoguaa  in  the  delegation  from  would  not  choose  to  meet  iu  the 

Boston  opix)SfHl  him."    "E«»peHiHy  dark."    Hutchinaoa  to  J.  fomaUf 

Cushing,"  ne  iidils  "  dissuaded  from  Nov.  13,  1772. 

the  movament,  and  bad  no  cmfidenea  *  BvaetoiU  vi.  430. 

in  its  Rurccss/'    But  the  authori^  «  BoatOQ  OaKtte  Ibr  Nov.  Sp  UTflL 

upon  which  the  last  statement  u 

VOL.  II.  29 
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CHAP,  this  pledge  was  fnUjr  redeemed.'   Next,  Samuel  Adam^  was 
3*ji^  apfminted  to  piepere  a  statement  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies ; 
1771  Joseph  Warren  was  to  report  apon  the  grierons  violations  of 
^ose  rights ;  and  Benjamtn  Ohoreh  was  to  draught  a  letter  to 

the  several  towns  in  tlie  province.'^  The  cooperation  of  the 
Old  Colony  was  likewise  soufj^ht,  by  advi.->ing  witli  Jam*^  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  who  favored  the  scheme  of  union,  and  lent  to 
it  the  weight  of  his  influence  at  home.' 
In  abont  two  weeks  the  report  of  the  Boston  committee  was 
N«r.«>.  prepared ;  and  Jaaoes  Otis,  the  chairman,  was  appointed  to 
present  it  The  natural  rights  of  the  colonists  were  claimed 
to  be  "a  right  to  life,  to  lil)erty,  aaJ  to  property,  together  with 
the  right  to  support  and  defend  them  in  the  Wat  mauner  they 
can."  "  All  men,"  say  tbey,  have  a  right  to  remain  iu  a  state 
of  nature  as  long  as  they  please;  and,  in  case  of  intolerable 
oppression,  ctvil  or  religions,  to  leave  the  society  they  belong 
to,  and  enter  into  another.  When  men  enter  into  society,  it  is 
by  voluntAry  consent ;  and  they  have  a  right  to  insist  apon  the 
performance  of  such  conditions  and  previous  liniitatimis  il- 
form  an  equitiible  original  compact.  Every  natural  right,  not 
expreBsly  given  up,  or  from  the  nature  of  a  social  compact 
necessarily  ceded,  remains.  All  positive  and  civil  laws  should 
conform,  as  fkr  as  possible,  to  the  law  of  natural  reason  and 
equity.  Every  man  has  a  right  peacoably  and  quietly  to 
worship  Grod  after  the  dictates  of  his  conscience ;  and,  in  re- 
gard to  religion,  mutual  toleration  iu  the  diii'ercnt  proiessions 

»  Bancroft,  \1  430,  from  the  MS.  and  increaM  their  force."    But  Ban- 

joumala  of  the  committee,  in  his  do9-  croft,  Hist.  U.  S.  vi.  429,  note,  altrib- 

•emm— an  invaluable  itoune  of  utei  the  invention  of  thb  natera  to 

formation  on  this  period.  fivnuel  Adams,  and  quotes  the  «^t.re- 

*  Journals,  in  Bancroft,  fi,  431.  ments  of  John  Adams  and  of  Hutch* 

*  Aeoording  to  (lotd<ni.  Am.  Rev.  imon.  It  it  not,  ho«e?er.  improfaablB 
i  207,  Warren  was  the  first  to  propose  that  several  persons  may  have  coo- 
**to  originate  and  e^tahli«h  commit-  ti'mporaneously  fevered  such  a  scheme, 
lees  of  correspondence  in  the  sevenil  tliough  it  was  the  good  fortune  of 
towns  of  the  colony,  in  order  to  learn  Adams  to  bring  it  to  mtturity  tod 
the  strength  of  t!  <   fri  i  l^  to  the  amitabanefttL 

rights  of  the  continent,  and  to  unite 
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thereof  is  what  all  good  and  caodid  minds  in  all  ages  have  chap. 
ever  jiractised,  and,  both  by  precept  and  example,  incolcated  J^^^ 
on  mankind.   The  natural  liberly  of  man,  by  entering  into  1772. 

society,  is  ahrklpjod  or  restrained  so  far  only  iis  is  necessary  for 
the  great  end  of  society  —  the  best  good  of  ttie  whole.'* 

The  rights  of  the  colonists  as  sabjects  were  set  forth  in  ian- 
gnage  equally  strong.  "  All  persons,''  say  they,  "  born  in  the 
British  Anorican  oolonies  are,  bj  the  laws  of  Ood  and  natorer 
and  by  the  common  law  of  England,  ezdnsive  of  all  charters 
from  the  crown,  entitled  to  all  the  natural,  essential,  Inherent, 
and  inseparable  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  subjects  bom 
in  Great  Britain,  or  within  the  realm.  The  legislative  power 
is  for  the  preservation  of  Bocicty  ;  and  it  has  no  right  to  abso- 
lute, arbitrary  power  orer  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people ; 
nor  can  mortals  assume  a  prerogatiTS,  not  only  too  high  for 
men,  bat  for  angels,  and  therefore  reserved  to  Deity  alone. 
An  independent  judiciary  is  likewise  essential.  There  should 
be  one  rule  of  justice  for  rich  and  poor — for  the  fayorite  at 
court  and  the  country iaaii  at  tlie  plough.  And  the  supreme 
power  cannot  jus£ly  take  from  any  man  any  part  of  his  prop- 
erty, without  his  consent  in  person  or  by  his  representative.''  * 

The  **li8t  of  infringements  and  violations  of  these  rights'' 
presents  a  Ibrmidable  array  of  complaints :  the  assumption  of 
absolute  legishitive  powers ;  the  imposition  of  taxes  without  tite 
consent  of  the  people  ;  the  appointment  of  oflioers  unknown  to 
the  charter,  supported  by  tlie  income  derived  from  such  taxes ; 
the  investing  these  officers  with  uik(  ti-tiiutional  powers,  es- 
pecially the  "  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  customs ; "  the 
annulment  of  laws  enacted  by  the  court,  after  the  time  limited 
for  their  rejection  had  expired ;  the  introduction  of  fleets  and 
armies  into  the  oolonies ;  the  support  of  the  executive  and  the 
judiciary  independeatiy  of  the  people  ;  the  oppressive  Instruo- 

•  VoUm  and  Proceedings  of  the   nee  Boston  News  Letter  for  Nov.  26, 
IWbolden  of  Boston.  2-12.   For  1778. 
in  aeoouikt  cf  the  meeting  of  Nov.  20 
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CHAP.  tioDS  seat  to  the  governor ;  the  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 
3^  Coorts  of  Yke  Adminlty ;  the  restriction  of  manofactgreB ; 
1772,  the  act  rdating  to  dock  yards  and  atores^  which  depriYed  the 
people  of  the  right  of  trial  bj  peers  of  the  yicbage ;  the  at- 
tempt to  *'68tab]iBh  an  American  episcopate ; "  and  the  altera* 
tion  of  the  bouudi  oi  coiouies  by  decisions  before  the  King  and 
Council.' 

The  letter  to  the  towns  was  equally  spirited ;  and  it  was 
desirad  that  the  senae  of  the  people  should  be  ezpliciUj  de- 
clared. ''A  free  oommanicatioii  of  your  aentimeiits  to  this 
town" — anch  was  ita  language — **  of  our  c^mmoD  danger  is 
earnest) J  solicited,  and  will  be  gratefullj  received.  If  yoa 
concur  with  us  in  opiniua  that  our  rigiits  are  properly  .-^Uitrd, 
and  that  the  several  acts  of  Parliaiiieut  aod  ineasuros  of  ad- 
ministratiou  pointed  out  by  us  are  subversi¥e  of  these  righti^ 
jou  will  doabtlesa  think  it  of  the  utmoat  importance  that  we 
stand  fimtp  aa  one  man,  to  reooYor  and  support  them,  and  to 
take  such  measures,  by  directing  our  representativea  or  other- 
wise, as  your  wisdom  and  fortitude  shall  dictate,  to  reaeae  from 
iinjK  iiding  ruin  our  happ)  aiivl  glorious  constitution.  Hut  if  it 
should  be  the  genera!  voice  of  this  provinee  that  the  ri^xhts,  as 
we  have  stated  them,  do  uot  belong  to  us,  or  that  the  several 
measures  of  administration  in  the  Britir^h  court  are  no  violations 
of  theae  righta,  or  that,  if  they  are  thus  Tiolated  or  infringed, 
they  are  not  worth  contending  for  or  resolutely  maintaining, — 
should  this  be  the  general  Toioe  of  the  province,  we  must  be 
resigned  to  our  wretched  fate,  but  shall  forever  lament  the 
extinction  of  that  generous  ardor  for  civil  and  religious  liberty 
which,  in  the  face  of  every  danger  and  even  death  itself^  in- 
duced our  fathers  to  forsake  the  bosom  of  their  native  coon> 
try,  and  begin  a  settlement  on  bare  creation.  Bnt  we  trust 

■  Votes  md  Pfoeeedingti  of  th«  the  Batton  N«wt  Letttr  fer  Oct  SSk 

FreeholdemofBaHton,  13-29;  Hutch-  and  the  fioitaii  Obantta  Ibr  Nov.  % 

iiwon,  iii.  365-367.   The  act  relative  1172. 
to  dock  yarda,  &c,  was  published  ia 
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this  cannot  be  the  oase.   Wc  are  Bore  yomr  wisdom,  jonr  re-  chap. 
gard  to  yoonelvea  and  the  rieing  generation,  cannot  saffer  yon 
to  do0e»  or  ait  supindy  indifferent  on  the  brink  of  deatniction,  1773. 
while  the  iron  hand  of  oppreaaion  ia  daily  tearing  the  chotceat 

firnit  from  the  fiiir  tree  of  liberty,  planted  by  our  worthy  pred- 
ecessors at  the  expense  of  their  treasure,  and  abundantly 
watered  with  their  blood.  .  .  .  Lot  ua  consider,  brethren, 
we  are  struggling  for  our  best  birthrightd  and  inheritance, 
wliich  tieing  infringed,  rendera  all  our  bleaaioge  precariona  in 
their  eigoymenta,  and,  consequently,  trifling  in  their  value. 
Let  us  disappoint  the  men  who  are  raiaing  themaelYea  on  the 
ruin  of  this  country.  Let  us  convince  every  invader  of  our 
freedom  that  we  will  be  free  as  the  constitution  our  fathers 
recognized  will  justify."  * 

The  towns  in  the  province  responded  to  this  call;  and, 
before  the  spring  opened,  oommitteea  of  oorre^ndence  were 
every  where  established.*  Hutchinson  pronounced  the  scheme 
"  such  ft  foolish  one  that  it  must  necessarily  make  them  ridicn- 
lous;^  but  patriots  thouglit  otherwise;  and  Samuel  Adams 
exclaimed,  "  God  grant  that  the  love  of  liberty  and  a  zeal  to 
support  it  may  enkindle  in  every  town."  *  The  Ear)  of  Cliatham 
read  the  nocounts  from  America  with  pride,  and  said,  "  These 
worthy  New  Eoglanders  ever  feel  aa  Old  Englanders  ought  to 
do."  *  And  many  of  his  colleagues  echoed  his  words.  Even 
Lord  North  wavered  between  duty  and  a  wish  to  conciliate 
and  the  Karl  of  Dartmouth,  llic  new  secretary  of  staU},  desired 
the  king  to  "  reiirn  in  the  afToctionrf  of  hiij  {)eople/'  and  would 
have  regarded  conciliation  as  "  the  happiest  event  of  his  life."^ 

The  expressions  of  opinion  from  the  diffisront  towns  ahow 

•  T,etter  to  Towns,  in  Prr/credinfijs,       '  Tfiitchm-«on  to  the  Secretary  of 

&c.,  '6i)-iid ;  Boston  News  Letter  tor  the  Board  of  Trade,  Nov.  13,  1772. 
Nov.  26,  1772;  Htttchimou,  fil  36&      «  Bwicroft,  irL  431. 

-    There  was  such  concern  to  ob-       *  Clwtliam  to  T.  Hollili  Fehi  9^ 

tain  a  universal  conMent,"  says  Uutohr  1773 ;  Bancroft,  vL  434. 
hiMm,  Hut.  ill  368,  note,  •^tbaC  even      '  fiBDcn^  ^  434* 
a  district  of  two  hundred  Indians,       ^  DartttOUtit  tO  Hntrhfnrm,  Dm, 

oiUed  ALuhpee,  mu  not  omitied."  1772 }  Baaenl^  irf.  430. 
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CHAP,  llow  wide-Spread  was  the  nensc  of  the  wrongs  which  tlie  people 
^3^^^  had  suffered.  In  tlie  vicinity  of  Boston  earnest  re:?olves  were 
1772.  passed ;  and  the  iobabitauts  of  Caiuliridge  "  discovered  a  glo- 
riooB  spirit^  like  men  determined  to  be  iree,"  and  wero  "  mncfa 
ooncenied  to  maintain  and  secure  their  own  invalnable  ri^ts, 
which  were  not  the  gift  of  kings,  but  purchased  with  the  pre- 
dons  blood  and  treasure  of  thdr  ancestorsi/'*  Roxbnry  foand 
*  the  rights  of  the  colonists  fully  supported  and  uui  iantiHi  l»y 
the  laws  oi  God  and  nature,  tlie  leachiugs  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  the  charter  of  tlie  province."  "  Our  pious  forefa- 
thers,'' said  they,  "  died  with  the  pleasing  hope  that  we,  their 
children,  should  liye  free.  Let  none,  as  they  will  answer  it 
another  day,  disturb  the  ashes  of  thoee  heroes  by  selling  their 
birthright/'  *  "  Every  thing  dear  to  na,  as  men  and  as  British 
sul)jf^cts,"  paid  the  people  of  Charlcc^towii,  is  held  in  trembliog 
suspense.  The  fate  of  unborn  millions  is  depending.  Our 
rights  are,  in  many  instances^  broken  in  upon  and  invaded."  ' 

The  towns  in  Essex  county  spoke  in  the  same  tone ;  and 
the  people  of  Gloucester  declared  their  readiness  to  stand  for 
their  rights  and  libertiesi  which  were  dearer  to  them  than  their 
lives,  and  to  join  with  all  others  in  appeal  to  the  Great  Law- 
giver to  crown  their  efforts  with  success.'*  Newbury  and  New- 
burj'port  declared  their  intention  to  do  all  iu  their  jniwer,  "in 
order  that  the  present  and  succeeding  generations  may  have 
the  full  eigoyment  of  all  those  pririleges  and  advantages  which 
naturally  and  necessarily  result  from  our  glorious  constitn- 
tlon."*  Ipswich  thanked  the  people  of  Boston  **  for  informing 
the  public  of  alarming  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the 
province,  and  for  seasonably  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  sense 

'  Bancroft,  vi.  438.  William  Brdtr  '  Frothingham's Hist  Ckulestown, 

HBt  who  was  waverinj^  in  his  jKitriotp  287,  288. 

imn,  opposed  the  action  of  tho  tnwn.  *  Orii,nnal  P:iper?5,  361  r  .Tonr.  Coin. 

Letter  of  Dec.  28,  in  Boston  Post  of  Ck>rre8p.  I  ti7,  iu  B;iucroft,  tL 

BoT  Ibr  Jn.  4, 1773.  440. 

*  Ro»ton  Gazette  for  Nov.  30, 1772;  '  CoiBn*a  Hitt,  Nevbwy,  340^ 

Bradford,  L  262,  note ;  Bancroft,  vL  241. 
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of  the  country,"  and  advised  that  "  the  colonies  in  general  iind  CHAF, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  })articular,  should  sUud  ^^ZSZ^ 
firm  as  one  man,  to  support  and  maintain  all  their  just  righta  1773, 
and  privil^^eB."  ^  fiven  little  Salisbury  GOODBelled  an  Ameri- 
can nnioii;'  Bererly,  Lynn,  DaoTera,  and  Bowlegr  advocated 
a  like  oonrse ;  *  and  the  fishermen  of  Marbleiiead  expreaaed 
their  readiness  to  ''unite  for  the  reeovery  of  their  violated 
rip:hts/"  and  declared  that  they  "detested  the  naiac  of  a  Hills- 
borough," nnd  were  justly  "  incensed  at  bis  unconstitutional, 
unrighteous  proceedings."* 

In  Middlesex  the  ireemen  were  equally  feryent  "  No  power 
on  earth/'  said  the  people  of  Concord,  **  can,  agreeably  to  our 
oonstitation,  take  from  ns  onr  rights,  or  any  pari  of  them,  with- 
out our  consent''*  "It  is  oar  absolute  duly,"  said  the  people 
of  Franiingham,  "  to  defend,  by  every  constitutiunal  measure, 
our  dear  privileges,  purchased  with  so  much  blood  and  treas- 
ure." ^  Medford,  Acton,  Stoneham,  Medfield,  Groton,  Peppei^ 
dl,  and  Sbirlcty,  spoke  out  firmly.^  "We  greatly  applaud 
you,"  wrote  the  people  of  Newton,  '^aud  think  ouiaekeB  and 
the  whole  prorinoe  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  generous 
exertions.  As  for  as  in  us  lies,  we  would  encourage  your 
licai  13  to  persevere  in  all  legal,  loyal,  regular,  and  constitu- 
tional methods  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  we  feel,  and 
for  preventing  those  we  have  reason  to  fear.  "'  " Death,"  said 
the  citizens  of  Marlborough,  "  is  more  eligible  than  slavery. 

'  Felt'*  Hilt  Iptwidi,  131;  Origi-  persons  of  the  firat  character  in  the 

nal  Paper*,  441 ;  Jour.  Com.  of  Cor-  town,  had  firmnewi  enough  to  declare 

resp.  50,  in  Bancroft,  tL  440.  and  make  public  their  disaent,  with 

*  OrigiiielPkpen,815,m  BenoHift,  Uieir  rauons^men  inilnuMBta^iied 

tL  440.  by  them." 

>  Stone's  Hist  Beverly,  57 ;  Gage's      '  Shattuck's  Hist  Concorti,  77. 
Hist  Bowley,  237-240;  HftBiOii*^      *  W.  Berry*!  Hiet  Fnuningham, 

Hiet  Danveni,  78 ;  Bancroft,  \-L  447.  90. 

«  Boston  Gizt'ttefor  Dec.  7and  14,       'Brooks's  Hist  Medford,  146- 

1772;  Bradlbrd,  L  262,  note;  Rin-  148;  Butler's  Hist  of  Groton,  Pep- 

croft,  vk  4S7.   HuteliiiMon,  iii.  .'{69,  porell,  and  Shirlejr,  118-121,  820^ 

says  the  report  was  opposed  in  Marble-  374. 

head, and, after  it  was  carried,  "about      '  Jackson's  Hist  Newton,  160. 
80  of  the  inhebiliiitfl^  moit  of  them 
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CHAP.  A  freeborn  people  are  not  required  by  the  religion  of  Je=us 
^^^^  to  submit  to  tyranny,  but  may  make  use  of  such  power 
177S.         iias  given  them  to  recover  and  support  tlieir  laws  and 
liberties." ' 

The  towns  at  the  west  ^ke ;  and  the  fitrtnera  of  Lenox 
were  sure  that  neither  nature  nor  the  Ood  of  nature  reqaired 
them  to  crouch,  Issachar  like,  between  the  two  bordens  of 

poverty  and  slavery."*  **We  think  it  our  duty"  —  guch 
WEis  the  voice  of  the  pef)|>le  of  Leicester,  in  conjuiK-iion  with 
the  districts  of  Spencer  and  Paxton  —  "to  risk  our  lives  and 
fortunes  in  defence  of  the  liberties  we  prize  so  highly."  '  "  The 
time  may  come/'  wrote  the  small  town  of  Petersham,  when 
you  may  be  driyen  from  your  goodly  heritage ;  if  that  should 
be  the  ease,  we  Incite  you  to  share  with  us  in  our  suppllee  of 
the  neccf^saries  of  life."' *'  Prohibiting  slitting  mills. "  ?aid  the 
citizens  of  South  Hadley,  "is  simihix  to  the  Philistines  prohib- 
iting smiths  in  l^^rael,  and  shows  we  are  esteemed  by  our  breth- 
ren as  vassals."^  "We  will  resolutely  endeavor,"  said  the 
people  of  Brimfield, "  by  every  just  and  constitutional  way,  to 
maintain  our  rights  and  liberties  yet  continued,  which  were 
purchased  for  us  by  the  blood  of  our  ancestors,  and  to  recover 
those  which  have  been  cruelly,  not  to  say  unrighteously,  taken 
from  us."*  "Posterity  may  rise  up  and  curse  us,"  said  Lunen- 
burg, "if  we  do  not  speak  our  minds  with  freedom."'  And 
Worcester,  "  the  heart  of  the  province,"  was  loyal  to  freedom.* 
In  the  old  colony  the  flame  caught;  and  even  in  Plymouth, 
notwithstanding  James  Warren  thought  the  people  were 
''dead,'*  there  were ninety  to  one  to  fight  Great  Britain."* 
**  We  inherit^"  was  the  glowing  language  of  Duzburj,  "  the 

'  HutchinsoD,  iiL  369,  note;  Bao-      '  Bancroft,  vi.  447. 
craft,  vl  442.  *  HoUand*!  Hiak  Wastem  Mm, 

•  Ikncroft,  u.  442.  iL  21. 

'  Bancroft,  vu  442.  '  Bancroft,  vL  447. 

*  Oonioti**  An.  B«v.  i  200-212 1  *  Lincnln^s  Hist  Worcester,  75. 
Hutchinson, iii.  868,  note;  Bancroft,  *  Jud^e  Oliver,  of  Middlcborougfa, 
yl  442.  to  Uutohiiisoo,  Dec  Ifi,  1772  j  Thadk- 
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very  si)ot  of  soil  cultivated  by  some  of  the  first  comcrf'  to  New  ckap. 
England,  who  emigrated  from  their  native  land  to  this  then 
howling  wilderness  to  escape  the  Iron  yoke  of  oppression,  and  ittsl 
to  transmit  to  posterity  that  lair,  that  amiable  mheritance  — 
liberty,  civil  and  sacred.  We  esteem  it  a  Tirtne  to  oppose 
tyranny  in  all  its  forms,  and  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to 
extricate  ourselves  from  every  dangerous  and  upiacssive  inno- 
vation." '  "  We  view  ourselves,  '  said  the  people  of  Abington, 
"  under  indi^^pensable  obligations  to  give  our  testimony  against 
all  those  arbitrary  and  despotic  innovations  which  have  lately 
taken  place  in  the  province."*  The  people  of  Eastham  de> 
okred  their  **  right  to  oommnnicate  their  sentiments,  and  ask 
advice  of  any  or  all  the  towns  in  the  province,  or  elsewhere, 
if  need  Ije."'  The  citizens  of  Rehoboth  deprccuted  the  "un- 
paralleled encroachments  made  on  them  by  a  ministiy  fond  of 
arbitrary  sway."  *  The  people  of  Pembroke  predicted  that 
"if  the  measores  so  justly  csomplained  of  were  persisted  in, 
and  enforced  by  fleets  and  armies^"  they  would,  ui  a  little 
time,  issne  in  the  total  dissolution  of  the  union  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies." '  And  the  little  town  of 
Chatham,  at  the  extremity  of  Cape  Cod,  declared  "th<'ir  civil 
and  religious  principles  to  be  the  sweetest  and  es.-cntial  part 
of  their  lives,  without  which  the  remainder  was  scarcely  worth 
preserving."  *  "  It  will  not  be  long  "  said  the  people  of  Roches 
ter,  prophetically,  "before  our  assembling  for  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty will  be  determined  to  be  riotous^  and  every  attempt  to 
prevent  the  flood  of  despotism  from  overflowing  our  land  will 
be  deemed  open  icuciiion."' 

er's  Hist  Pljtnouih,  197 ;  Bancroft,  vi.      •  Town  Records  of  Pembrd^e,  Dec 
438.    For  an  account  of  the  meeting   28,  1778;  Jour.  Com.  of  Oon«i|i.  i 
at  Plymotith  sec  Boitton  Gazette  for    54,  in  Bancroft,  vl.  440. 
Nov.  23  and  Dec.  7»  1772,and  Bostoa      *  Proceedings  of  Ciiatham,  in  On- 
Newi  Letter  for  Not.  26,  1772.         siiittl  Pkpen,  269 ;  Jour.  Com.  ot 

>  Winsnr's  DtiKhurv.  121-123*       Correep.  n.  118,  in  Buexoft,  tL  440, 

'  Uobart'a  AbiufftoD,  1 18.  441. 

*  Prnttfe  Hirt.  EatXham,  74 ;  On-      '  Original  Papens  772  {  Jour.  Com. 
gioftl  Papent,  322.  of  Oomni.  in  JMncroft,  ti  4S9. 

«  Blin'eltflfaobotfa,  143-146. 
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Thus  did  the  people  tahse  in  tbelr  majesty,  and  assert  their 

rights.  "They  succeed,"  wrote  Hutchinson;  and  ln^  earnestly 
1772.  invoked  aid  from  Parliament.'  "  It  is  only  some  people  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,"  was  the  lauguage  of  otliers,  '  making  a 
great  clamor  in  order  to  keep  their  party  alive."  ^  Bui 
nel  Adams  was  better  informed,  and  predicted  "  a  most 
political  earihqnake  throqgtioiit  the  British  empire.''  "  This 
unhappy  contest,"  he  added,  *'  will  end  !n  rivers  of  blood  ;  bat 
America  may  wasli  her  luinds  in  iimoceuce."'  And  m  he 
looked  abroad  into  tlie  other  colonies,  and  watched  the  move- 
ments of  the  public  mind,  and  as  the  news  came  from  £nglaiid 
that  the  burning  of  the  Oaspec  by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
was  denounced  as  a  crime  of  a  deeper  dye  flian  pinu^,  and 
that  its  authors  and  abettors  were  to  be  Innsported  to  Eng* 
land  for  triaV  Ms  spirit  was  stirred  to  its  utmost  depths,  and 
lie  was  more  earnest  than  ever  to  consecrate  his  ail  upon  the 
altiir  of  liberty. 

177S.  The  l^ialature  of  the  province  was  convened  early  in  the 
new  year ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  message^  saw  fit  to  oom- 
ment  with  considerable  Be?erity  npon  the  recent  attempt  to 
"call  in  question  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  to  make  and 
establish  laws ''for  the  colonies.  "What  was  at  first  whis- 
pered with  caution,"  says  he,  '*  was  soon  after  0}>enly  asserted 
in  print;  and,  of  late,  a  number  of  inhabitants,  in  several  of 
the  principal  towns  of  the  province,  having  assembled  together 
in  their  respective  towns,  and  assumed  the  name  of  l^gal  town 

'  Hutrhinwn  to  Jackson,  Dec.  8,  *  W.  Franklin  to  Dartmottthi  Jta. 

1772,  and  to  Powoall,  in  Bancrofl,  vi  n7a ;  B.mcn>it,  vi.  44a. 

441.    In  his  Hist  iil  370,  note,  '  S.  Adams  to  D.  Sessiona,  Jul% 

Ilulchinson  says,  "Thus,  all  on  a  siid-  1773  ;  Raiicrofl,  vi.  AA'l. 

den,  from  a  8tate  of  peace,  order,  and  *'  On  the  burning  of  the  Gaspee  i^e 

general  contentment,  as  »omc  ex-  Bancroft,  vi.  416-418;  and  on  the 

pressed  thoniidT^  the  province,  more  advices  tn)m  EnigUod  stee  Dartmouth 

or  less  from  one  end  to  thf»  other,  was  to    Hutchinson,  and  to  Govertjor 

brought  into  a  state  of  contention,  dis-  Wanton,  of  Khode  IsLuul,  tiept.  4, 

order,  and  general  diitttiafiustion  f  or,  1772;  OnimnB,  it  467;  BttBcniA^ 

as  others  would  have  it,  ^vrrr  rouwd  ?L  441* 

firom  stupor  andinoctioa  to  seusibility 

aalaetiid^.'* 
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meetings,  have  parsed  resolTes,  which  they  have  urdtt  ed  to  be  chap. 
placed  upon  their  town  records,  and  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
Ushed  in  pamphlets  and  newspapers.  In  consequence  of  these  177s. 
resolresi  oonuuittees  of  correspondence  are  formed  in  several 
of  these  towns,  to  maintain  the  principles  upon  which  they  are 
fouinlcd.''  That  this  course  was  illegal  he  was  fully  persuaded ; 
and  he  added,  *'  I  know  of  110  line  that  can  ha  drawn  between 
the  supreme  authority  of  Farliameut  and  the  total  indepcnd- 
enoe  of  the  colonies.  It  is  impossible  there  should  be  two  in- 
dependent lf)gislatures  in  one  and  the  same  state ;  for  although 
there  may  be  but  one  head,  the  king,  yet  the  two  legislative 
bodies  will  make  two  distinct  governments,  as  distinct  as  the 
kingdoms  of  Englaiai  and  Scotland  before  tiie  union. Hav- 
ing thufS  openly  detined  his  position,  he  prepared  a  letter  to  l>u 
forwarded  to  the  ministry,  informing  them  of  hi.-*  proceedings  j 
and  so  confident  was  he  of  victory  that  he  closed  by  saying, 
"  I  shall  be  enabled  to  make  ^parent  the  reasonableness  and 
necessity  of  coercion,  and  justiiy  it  to  all  the  world."* 

The  issue  thus  raised  was  promptly  met ;  and  Samuel  Adams, 
in  conjunction  with  Ilawley  and  John  Adams,  prepared  to 
"  take  the  fowler  in  hio  own  snare."  ^  The  answer  of  the  ('oun- 
cil  to  the  message  of  his  excellency  was  draughted  by  Bow-  jaa.  26. 
doin ;  and  from  tlie  laws  of  England,  its  constitution,  and  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary,  it  was  argued  that  the  power 
of  Parliament  was  limited,  and  did  not  extend  to  the  levying 
of  taxes  within  the  province.^  The  re;  ly  of  the  House  was  jan.26. 
still  more  decided,  and  the  reasoning  of  the  governor  was 
thoroughly  sifted.    "  If  there  be  no  such  line  " —  was  the  lan- 

'  Mess]^  of  Jan.  6,  1773,  in  Jour,  that  HawleywM  consulted  in  itii  prep- 

H.  of  R.  lor  1773;  Bradford's  State  antion;  and  that  John  Adamn  waa 

Papers,  336-342;   Hutchinson,  iii.  advised  with  is  aMerUil  in  hi?<  Diirv, 

37  i,  372.  Comp.  J.  Adams,  Diary,  in  Worku,  iL  310-^13,  and  by  Hutchin- 

Wofks.iL  811.               '  aon.  HiRt  IE.  874.   Dr.  Joseph  Wai^ 

-  r.ottrr  to  J.  Pownall,  Jan.  1773,  ren  is  s;iid  to  have  prc|xired  the  lint 

in  MS.  Corresp. ;  Bancroft,  vi.  446.  draught    J.  Adams's  Diary. 

•  That  the  mewinKe  of  the  Hoa-^  *  Bradford'a  State  Papen,  842- 

waa  in  the  hmdwritin;;  of  s  imuel  861 }  Uutchhuon,  iu.  87S^  878. 
Adiina  ia  adntttadi  nor  ia  it  denied 
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CHAP,  guage  of  tliis  document  —  "between  the  supreme  autboritj  of 
^^^^^  Parliameat  and  the  total  independence  of  the  coloDies,  IbeA 
177«.  either  the  oolonieB  are  vaesalB  of  the  Parliament^  or  they  are 
totally  indcpendeat.  And  as  it  cannot  l>e  Biipposed  to  hare 
been  the  intention  of  the  parties  in  the  compact  that  one  d 
them  should  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage,  the  conclusion 
is,  that  we  were  thus  independent."' 

The  controvei-sy  tlms  opened  was  continued  for  about  two 
montlip ;  and  several  messages  passed  between  the  govetoot 
and  both  branches  of  the  Qeneral  Ooort,  in  which  the  qoes- 
tion  of  the  relation  of  the  colonies  to  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  was  fully  discossed.*  "I  stand  amazed  at  the  gov- 
ernor," wi*ote  John  Adams,  "for  forcing  on  this  controver!:?. 
He  will  not  be  thanked  for  this.  His  rnin  and  destruction 
must  spring  out  of  it,  eitlier  from  tlie  ministry  and  rarlianient 
on  the  one  hand,  or  from  his  countrymen.  He  has  reduced 
himself  to  a  most  ridiculous  state  of  distress.  He  is  closet- 
ing and  soliciting  Mr.  Bowdoln,  Hr.  Denny,  Dr.  Church,  Ac, 
and  seems  in  the  utmost  aguuy.''*  Bnt  his  ezce1Ien<^  was  not 
80  thoroughly  discomfited  as  not  to  have  some  crumbs  of  com- 
fort in  his  tnniltles  ;  and  ho  sought  to  intimidate  the  court  by 
telling  them  tiiut  "  the  English  nation  would  be  roused,  and 
could  not  be  withstood and  that  "  Parliament  woold,  bj  some 
means  or  other,  maintain  its  supremacy."* 

The  institution  of  committees  of  correspondence  in  Massa- 
chusetts prejiared  the  way  for  the  establishment  of  like  com- 
mittees in  all  the  colonies  ;  and  Benjamin  Church,  in  his  ora* 
Mtr. 6.  tion  upon  the  anniversary  of  the  "Boston  Massacre,"  as  if 
gifted  with  tlie  s|iirit  of  prophecy,  predicted  that  "  some  lutui-e 
CoNG&ESB  would  be  the  glorious  source  of  the  salvation  of 

>  Jour.  H.  of  R.  for  1772 :  Rmd-  '  .!.  Adams't  Dkty,  ia  Wi)ika,n. 

fordV  State  Pnpers,  3d  1^66 }  HutcU-  315. 

inson.  iii.  374,  375.  *  Hutchinwm  to  J.  PownaU,  Feb. 

•  See  Jour.  H.  of  It  for  1 77_'-3 ;  24, and  to  T.  PownftUtFeh.  23^  1773} 

Bradford^  St,*,.  ]'a|)rni,  366-396}  BuKSroft,  vi 453. 
Uutchiutiou,  ui.  ^7ti  aeq. 
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America."     The  Amphictyoofl  of  Greece,"  he  added,  "  who  chap. 
formed  the  diet  or  great  conocil  of  the  states,  exhibit  an  excel- 
lent  model  for  the  rising  Americans."  *  The  action  of  Vir^  utjl 

ginia  forwarded  ihis  olvjcct.  lu  the  legislature  of  tliat  prov- 
ince 11  union  of  councils  throughout  the  continent  was  advised  ; 
and  the  rcsolutioii?^  recommending  this  course  were  unani-  iUk.12L 
mooaly  adopted.^  The  friends  of  independence  in  New  Eng- 
land receiTed  these  tidings  with  joy ; '  and  South  Carolina,  by 
her  "  steady  perseverance  **  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
absolute  power,  inspired  the  hope  that  *'tho  fire  of  liberty 
would  sj>read  throuiz;lioiit  the  continent."*  "An  American 
Congress,'  wrote  Samuel  Adams,  is  no  longer  the  lictiun  of 
a  political  enthusiast."^  '"We  trust,"  wrote  Cambridge  to 
the  Boston  committee,  "  the  day  is  not  far  distant  wlien  our 
rights  and  liberties  shall  be  restored  to  us,  or  the  colonies^ 
muted  as  one  man,  will  make  their  most  solemn  appeal  to 
Heaven,  and  drive  tyranny  from  these  northern  climes."* 
Even  Hutchinson  was  satisfied,  from  the  tenor  of  his  despatches 
from  England,  that  tliere  wns  no  room  to  hope  that  artrumeiit 
and  persuasion  would  induce  the  colonics  to  yield  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  of  Parliament ;  "  and  it  was  recommended  to 
him  to  "avoid  any  further  discussion  whatever  upon  those 
questions,  the  agitating  of  which  had  already  produced  such 
disagreeable  consequences/' ^ 
It  would  have  l>een  well  for  his  excellency  had  he  heeded 

'  Qiurch's  Oration  of  March  5,  Hutchinson  asoerts  that  the  congress 

1773,  m  lib.  Miml  Hi«t  8oe.  was  migge«ted  hy  Dr.  Franklin,  '*  in  a 

*  Circul  ir  of  Peyton  It  iml  )!ph,  dat-  letter  to  the  spt-  ikLT  of  ih-  M  issirhu- 

ed  Mircii  19,  1773;  IIutchin<;on,  iii.  sctfei  osaemblVf  if  it  should  bo  Deces> 

392.  393;  Wirt's  Patrick  Henry,  105  sary." 

-108;  Warren's  lliot.  Am.  Kev.  i.  '  Original  Papers,  351. 

110,  note  ;  Bradford,  i.  276.  "These  *  Bancron.  vj.  417,  4  IS. 

measures,"  says  Wirt,  "were  m  near-  *  S.  Adims  to  Artliur  Ia^c  and  to 

Iv  coerjl  in  the  two  states  m  to  run-  R.  H.  Lee,  April  9, 1773 ;  T.  Cashing 

oer  it  impossible  thit  olthrr  could  to  A.  Lee,  April  22|  1773i  fiancroftt 

have  borrowed  it  from  the  otiicr.  The  vi.  456. 

nene  iigeni  who  bore  tite  propo«itioin  *  Bancroft,  vi.  456. 

from  the  two  states  are  saiu  to  h  ive  '  Hist.  M  iss,  iii.  3 Ho.  Comp.  Dart- 

erossed  each  other  oa  the  way."  moath  to  Uuicbioson,  April  10, 17 73* 
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CHAP,  this  adidoe ;  but,  instead  of  a  lnj  ting  conciliatory  measures,  lie 

X.III 

.^^-^  seems  to  have  prided  himBelf  in  displaying  his  entire  8llbee^ 
im  yUsaey  to  the  erown.  Hence,  irhen  the  nsnal  grants  were  nude 
by  the  Honse  to  the  justices  of  the  Saperior  Conrt,  the  gor- 

emor  refosed  his  assent,  because  he  expected  warrants  for  their 
12.  salaries  from  the  king.*  To  th'i^  tlie  House  replied  that  "no 
judge  who  had  a  due  regard  to  justice,  or  even  to  his  own  char 
acter,  woald  choose  to  be  placed  under  such  an  undue  bias  aa 
th^  most  be  imder  by  accepting  their  salaries  of  the 
And,  not  satisfied  with  this^  thcgr  added,  *^  We  are  more  and 
more  convinced  that  it  has  been  the  design  of  administratioa 
to  subvert  the  constitution,  and  introduce  an  arbitrary  govern* 
meut  into  this  province ;  and  we  cannot  wouder  that  the  ap- 
prehensions of  this  people  are  thorouglily  awakened."  *  The 
liar.22.  reception  of  certain  letters  which  liad  boon  written  by  the  gov- 
emor,  some  years  before,  to  bis  £nend  Mr.  Whateley,  in  Eag* 
land,  stripped  off  the  mask  nnder  which  he  had  long  concealed 
his  hostility  to  the  liberties  of  his  country ;  and  his  oondoet 
was  indelibly  branded  with  infamy.  How  tliese  letters  were 
obtained  no  one  has  been  able  fully  to  determine.^  They  were 
forwarded  by  Dr.  Franklin,  the  agent  of  the  province,  who 
kept  his  secret  so  well  that  it  has  never  been  penetrated.^  At 
first  th^  wero  communicated  to  the  committee  of  correspond- 
ence and  to  tlie  assembly,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
were  not  to  be  published ;  and  in  this  form  they  were  debated 
for  a  considerable  ti.i.e.   But  when  the  House,  by  a  vote  of 

*  Joor.  H.  of  R.  for  1773;  Brad>      *  Bancroft,  vL  435,  is  of  opfauon 

ford's  Suilc  Papers,  365.  tint  John  Temple,  formerly  one  of 

*  Jour.  H.  ot  Ji,  for  1773  j  Brad*  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  \Tasi>rivy 
ibrd'H  State  Papers  366.  to  the  plan  of  j^etting  these  Iftters, 

*  For  a  full  discussion  of  this  |x>int  and  adds  **  English  writers  have  not 
BPe  Sparks's  Franklin,  iv. :  J.  Adams's  noticed  tli  it  tli-,'  Ktif^lish  ministry  uhI 
Diary,  in  Worits,  ii.  ii  1 S ;  Bradford,  i.  Hutchinson  stem  lu  have  had  liie 
2M-290  i  BuMloft,  vi.  ^3o-i37,  461  meanM  of  discovering  the  secret,  tibat 
^64  ;  and  comp.  on  the  oilier  side  the  ministry  di^couragcfl  Inr^uin .  .mJ 
JLord  Mabon's  Hist  Eng.  v.  322-  that  Temple  was  subw^iuendv  ibrgiv- 
326,  and  Hutchinson,  HL  §94  et  iieq.  en,  and  ^pointed  to  a  good  pli^** 
"  The  secrecy  of  these  epistnbry  ge-  Comp.  J.  Aditms's  Oiaxyi  in  Woik^ 
nii,"  says  J.  Adams,  "  Is  very  rrnr  rka-  ii.  319,  and  note. 

ble,  profoundly  secret,  dark,  aud  deep." 
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one  hundred  and  one  to  fire,  declared  that "  the  tendencx  and  chap. 
desiga  of  the  letters  was  to  subTert  the  ooDStitation  and  gor- 
emment,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  power  into  the  firovince/'  177a. 

public  curiosity  was  so  excited  to  know  their  contents  that, 
after  some  hesitati  ui,  md  after  consulting  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
the  prohibition  was  removed,  the  letters  were  circulated  in 
pamphlet  form,*  and  a  memorial  was  sent  to  the  king  for  the 
romoval  of  the  goTemor. 

Hatehinson  was  at  first  inclined  to  deny  the  anthenticify  of 
these  letters ;  but,  when  he  fonnd  that  this  was  of  no  avail,  he 
was  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  they  appeared  to  be  in  his 
handwriting,  thonjrh  he  denied  that  they  were  designed  "to  sub- 
vert the  constitution  of  the  government,  but  rather  to  preserve 
it  eotire."  Yet,  conscious  of  bis  guilt,  and  feai'ful  lest  otlicr  and 
more  recent  communications  might  be  diaooTcred,  he  wrote  to  liis 
friends  in  England  to  bum  such  of  his  letters  as  could  bo  used 
against  him ;  "  for,"  said  he,  ''I  hare  written  much  that  ought 
not  to  be  made  public."  •  Franklin  was  bitterly  denounced 
for  the  part  lie  took  in  this  affair ;  and,  in  his  examination 
before  the  privy  council,  Wedderburnc  took  occasion  to  pour  1774. 
out  upon  him  a  torrent  of  invective  and  biting  sarcasm,  which 
excited  the  mirth  of  his  associates,  bat  which  were  received  by 
their  snl^Ject  with  perfect  composure.'  His  disroisnon  from 
the  oflSce  of  deputy  postmaster  general  followed,  and  Hutohin- 
son  solicited  to  take  his  place.^  But  nothing  was  gained  by 
the  adoptiou  of  such  measures.  If  tlic  English  ministry  were 
disposed  to  assert  the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  and  to  insist 
upon  Hie  entire  subordination  of  the  colonies,  the  people  of 
America,  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  resisting  snch  claims, 
moved  steadily  on  in  the  course  which  the  prudent  had  marked 
out  for  the  continent,  and,  by  cementing  union,  were  strength- 
ened for  the  contest  which  was  rapidly  approaching. 


'  This  pamphkt  ms  pobfiahed  id  lin ;  Lord  Mahon's  Hist,  Enc^.  v. 

1773.  -329 ;  Bftncroft,  vi.  49{)-j()2. 

'  Uutchinson  to   1  June  29,  *  Uutchinson  to  Bernard,  June  20, 

1773.  1773. 

*  On  this  afbir  we  Bpoki'sFuflk- 
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CHAPTER  XIT. 

THB  BOSTON  TEA  PARTY.    THB  BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON. 

CHAP.  The  TniiiiriLry  in  Engkndi  were  not  entirely  unfricntlly  to 
America,  for  Dartmouth,  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colo- 

177S.  nies,  openly  favored  conciliatory  measures.*  Distinguished  for 
his  piety,  liis  aprightnesSy  and  his  candor,  and  demeaning  at 
all  times  with  '*  decency  and  propriety/'  his  associates  felt  the 
power  of  his  example ;  and  had  his  influence  at  court  been 
commensurate  with  his  worth,  his  prudence  might  have  averted 
the  evils  which  tlireatened.  The  embarrassments  of  the  East 
India  Company  hastened  the  Ftruggle.  The  affairs  of  this 
OOmpany,  through  long  mismanagement,  had  fallen  into  coufih 
sion ;  and  the  continned  refusal  of  the  merchants  of  America 
to  import  their  teas  had  thrown  upon  their  hands  such  qnanti* 
tics  of  this  article  that  they  were  unable  to  pay  either  divl* 
dends  or  debts ;  and,  reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme  distress, 
they  were  forced  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a  loan,  to  save 
themselves  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  This  loan  was  granted, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  their  affairs 

Mario,  in  the  future,  which  empowered  them  to  export  teas  direct 
fnm  their  own  warehouses,  and  on  their  own  acconnt,  and 
granted  a  drawback  of  the  whole  duty  payable  in  England  on 
such  teas  as  were  exported  to  the  British  plantations  in  Amer> 
ica.*    The  coiouial  uix  of  threepcuce  on  the  pound  was  slill 

•  Grafton's  Autobiog.  j  Lord  Ma-  Gazette  for  Oct,  18,  1773;  Lord  Mi- 

hon'i  Hist  Enff.     820 1  8.  Ad  ima  hon's  Hist.  Eng.  v.  319;  BnMlford.  L 

to  J.  Hawlc\,  Oc  4  and  13,  1773.  298;  Kmcrofl,  vi.  459,  46').  Sted- 

'  Acu  13  Ueo.  ILL  c.  xliv.  i  Boatoo  man,  hiiU  Wat,  L  bo,  and  Urahamc^ 
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to  be  paid ;  nor  wo«ild  Lord  Norfh  listen  to  the  proposal  of  chap. 
Trecothick  that  this  shonld  be  abandoned.   America  was  not  ^^^^ 
to  be  relieved  from  taxation.   Yet,  as  teas  could  bo  sold  in  1773. 
the  colonies  under  the  new  regulsitions  at  lower  rates  than  for- 
merly, and  as  the  article  itself  was  one  which  the  people  were 
willing  to  use,  provided  it  was  not  made  a  badge  of  their  ser- 
vitude, it  was  supposed  that  they  might  be  tempted,  in  view 
of  the  apparent  rednction  in  their  &vor,  to  forego  their  sem* 
pies,  and  submit  wilhont  farther  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  kinof. 

l^iii  if  the  mmi'trv  calculated  upon  sedncing  the  colonists 
by  appealing  to  tlicir  cupidity,  they  were  destined  to  find  them- 
selves sadly  mistaken ;  for  no  sooner  did  the  company  apply  Avg.9o. 
to  the  treasary  for  the  cnstomaiy  license  than  they  were  warned 
that  it  would  be  neeless  to  send  teas  to  America;  the  meK>- 
diants  would  not  receive  them,  and  the  people  were  deter* 
miiicJ  to  resist  at  all  hazards  tlie  chiiui  nf  autliority  by  the 
Parliament  uf  Great  Britain.  In  vain  did  Lord  North  say, 
"It  is  to  no  purpose  making  objections,  for  the  king  will  have 
it  so*  He  means  to  try  the  (question  with  America."  *  The 
king  might  try  the  question,  but  he  oonld  not  decide  it.  The 
measure  was  at  once  denounced  as  ''insidious;''*  a  plan  of 
resistance  was  matured ;  and  it  was  publicly  deelared,  in  the 
pajiei'H  of  the  day,  that  "  whoever  sliould  purchase  and  use  this 
article  would  drink  political  danmation  to  themselves." ^  In- 
deed, the  excitement  in  the  province  was  general.   No  meas- 

IL,  tniRtake  b  wying  the  company      '  W.  Pbillipi,  in  Bndfind,  L  298, 

had  ktive  to  export  their  teas  duty  nntr*.  "  Xothinp  cnn  more  evidently 
firee  wherever  thev  could  find  a  mar-  proTe  the  ill  conduct  or  miwnanage- 
ket  for  them.  Tliey  were  only  enll-  ment  of  the  affiuni  of  the  East  Lrak 
tied  to  a  dntwback  01  the  ^hole  duty  Com|)any  t!i.ui  tlu'ir  bix^omiiif^  export- 
payable  in  England  on  mich  teas  as  cnol  tea  to  America— a  paltry  trans- 
were  exported  to  the  British  planta-  action,  unworthy  of  cme  m  the  great* 
tiom  in  America.  est  aiwociated  bodies  in  Europe.  How 
'  Almon's  Anmlotr^,  c.  xli. ;  B.  are  the  miirV.ty  fnllcn  ! "  BoetooPoat 
Franidin  to  W.  i'ranklin,  July  14,  Boy  for  Nov.  1,  1773. 
1778^  in  Woika,  ym.  7«(  BumbvoII,  *  Bmdford,  L  298»  nota. 
ti.465, 

TOL.  n,  80 
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406  ACTION  OP  THE  PBOVIKCE. 

CHAP,  ore  of  admmistratioii,  not  even  the  stamp  act,  had  created 
more  alarm.!  n      q^w  to  be  determined  whether  the  Amer- 

im.  icans  shoald  be  freemen  or  skves. 

Coneert  of  action  throughout  the  continent  eould  alone 
insure  sueoera  in  this  erims ;  and  Samuel  Adams,  impatient  at 
even  the  appearance  of  dcla  ,  urged,  with  hi>  n-u al  |>ower  and 
eloquence,  a  Congress  on  the  "plan  of  uuiou  proposed  by  Vir- 
ginia." "  When  our  liberty  is  gone,"  said  he,  "  history  and 
experience  will  teach  us  that  an  increase  of  inhabitants  ia  but 
an  increase  of  slaves.^*  The  oonmiittee  of  con^gspondence 

8^t  seconded  his  views ;  and,  though  Thomas  Gushing,  tiie  speaker 
of  the  House,  advised  forbearance,*  assured  of  the  ooncurrenoe 
of  the;  more  ardent  patriots,  they  fearlessly  aimed  at  the  '*  union 
of  the  province,''  and  advised  "  the  confederacy  of  the  whole 
continent  of  America."  "  Watchfulness,  unity,  and  harmony/' 
they  urged,  **  are  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  ourselves  and 
posterity  from  bondage.  What  oppressions  may  we  not  ex- 
pect in  another  seven  years,  if,  through  a  weak  credulity,  we 
should  be  prevailed  upon  to  submit  our  rights  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  ministry?  We  have  an  animatinjj;  confnh^nw 
in  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  that  he  will  never  sutler  a 
sensible^,  brave,  and  virtuous  people  to  be  enslaved."  ^  A  *'  Con> 
gresB  of  American  states,  to  frame  a  bill  of  rights,"  or  to 
"form  an  independent  state,  an  American  commonwealth,'' 
was  no  longer  the  "  sickly  dream  of  an  enthusiast"^  It  was 
the  opinion  of  Franklin  ®  that  such  a  step  was  necessary  ;  and 

'  Hutchinson,  iii.  422,  asserts  that  the  states,  for  the  "  interest  of  Great 

the  intelligence  "  caused  no  alarm ;  Britain  as  well  as  their  own."  Sc-e 

that  **  the  body  of  the  people  were  also  W.  in  the  Gawtte  tat  SepL  27, 

pleased  with  the  pro'pect  of  drinkins  1773. 

tea  at  less  expense  tlian  ever  i "  and      •  T.  Gushing  to  A.  Lee,  Sept.  20, 

that  *<the  only  appairat  discontent  1778}  Bancroft,  vi  406. 

WM  among  the  imiwrters  of  tea."*  *  Clroul  ir  of  thp  Com.  of  Cnrreap, 

'  A.,  iu  the  Boston  Gazette  for  Sept.  21,  1773;  Bancroft,  vL  467. 
Sept  13,  1773.   A  writer  under  the      *    Observation,"  in  Boston  Qtr 

signature  of  "  Vimo  and  Judt;raent,*  lette  for  Sept.  27,  1773. 

in  the  0:iwtte  for  Ati^'.  2,  1773.  urges       "  Fnmkhn  to  T.  Cu^hing,  July  7, 

a  union  ol  the  colonics,  or  cougrc^of  177;^ ;  liiincrofl,  vL  46iif. 
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Samael  Adams,  whose  yigorons  intellect  overpowered  oppo^i*  chap 

tion,  persuaded  even  Cashing  to  act  as  one  of  a  select  commit- 

tee  to  prepare  a  circular  to  be  sent  to  the  other  colonies  to  vnt» 

join  with  M;i>sa('liii.>j('tl3  in  rcsisling  the  dcsigrns  of  the  English 
ministry,  and  in  provonting:  the  landing  of  teas  in  tlieir  ports.* 

The  province  of  Pennsylvania  was  the  first  to  act ;  and 
Philadelphia,  the  largest  town  in  the  colonies^  denied  the  Og.j^ 
ftuthoritj  of  Parliament  to  tax  America,  condemned  especially 
the  duty  on  tea,  declared  every  one  who  should  countenance 
its  importation  an  *' enemy  to  his  conotry,"  and  reqoested  the 
resignation  of  the  n^jents  of  the  East  India  Company.*  The 
citizens  of  Bosron  iolln\v(  1  this  example;  aud  as  Hutchinson 
himself,  under  the  nauic  of  his  sons,  had  been  selected  as  one 
of  the  consignees,  the  committee  prepared  to  require  of  all  a 
resignation  of  their  office.  Accordingly,  in  the  night  between 
the  first  and  second  of  November,  letters  were  left  at  their  n«t.  i. 
doors  for  their  appearance  at  Liberty  Tree  on  Wednesday,  at 
noon,  then  and  there  to  resign  their  commissions ;  and  printed 
notices  were  posted  in  the  town,  requesting  the  freemen  of 
Boston  and  its  vicinity  to  meet  at  the  same  time  and  place,  to 
wituei<B  the  ceremony.^ 

On  the  appointed  day,  at  an  early  honr,  a  flag  was  hong  oat  ixw.9, 

» 

on  Liberty  Tree ;  and  at  eleven  o'clock  the  bells  were  rang.  At 
twelve,  five  hundred  persons  assembled.  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Hancock,  and  William  Phillips,  three  of  the  four  representa- 
tive'.' of  Boston,  were  present,  with  Williani  Coo[H'r,  the  reso- 
l;jt«'  town  dork,  and  the  board  of  i^electnien  ;  and  as  the  con- 
signees failed  to  appear,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
upon  them  at  their  stores.  Tlie  people  in  a  body  then  pro- 
ceeded to  King  Street,  to  the  warehouse  of  Bichard  Clarke^ 
and  Molineuz,  one  of  the  committee^  acted  as  spokesman. 

•  R  incroft,  \\.  469.  '  Order  on  Tho««.  and  Elish  i  Il.itch- 

*  Hulchiiiiion,  iii.  423;  Gordon's  insoii,  Nov.  2,  1773,  and  iiandbiiis, 
Hist  Pa.  4H],  482 ;  Ilaztird*«  Pn.  Re-  pofited  Nov.  3  and  3,  1773  $  Bonton 

«'i<tcr,  ii.  .*J68;  Iloston  VtM  l?oy  for  Post  Boy  for  Nov.  H,  1773;  Ro<«tOin 

S'ov.  1,  1773;  It  imviy's  Am.  Kev.  i.  News  letter  for  Nov.  4, 1773;  II utch- 

9t> ;  liiiucroft,  vL  470,  47 1.  imon,  iii.  423 }  Bancroft,  vi.  473. 
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CHAP.  "  From  whom  are  yon  a  committee  ? "  was  the  inqairv  of 
Jl;^  Clarke.  "From  the  whole  people,''  waa  the  brief  refij. 
177S.  "  And  who  are  the  committee? was  the  nest  inqiriiy.  " I  am 
one,"  waa  tlie  answer  of  Molineux ;  and  he  named  the  rest. 
"  What  is  vour  rcqiio«t?"  "That  you  jdve  us  your  word  to 
sell  none  of  the  teiu?  in  your  charge,  but  return  them  to  Lon- 
don in  the  same  bottoms  in  which  they  were  shipped.  Are 
yoQ  ready  to  comply?''  "I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with 
you,"  was  the  haughfy  reaponse.  The  same  answer  was  re* 
tnmed  by  the  other  consignee ;  upon  which  Holineox,  in  a 
clear  voice,  read  a  resolve  passed  at  Liberty  Tree,  declaring  that 
tliostj  w  ho  should  refuse  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  peo- 
ple were  "enemies  to  their  e(Hintry,"  and  should  Im-*  dealt  with 
accordingly ;  and,  after  a  short  tarry»  "  every  one  retarned  to 
his  own  home."  ^ 

Nof.fi.  On  Friday  a  legal  meeting  of  the  citixens  was  held  in  Fan- 
enil  Hall ;  John  Hancock  was  chosen  moderator ;  and  a  series 
of  resolves,  eight  in  number,  a  transcript  of  the  Philadelphia 

resolves,  was  passed,  with  an  additional  resolve  to  prevent  tlie 
sale  of  the  company's  teas.  The  meeting  tlicn  adjounietl  '  till 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,"  when  the  committee  which  had 
hoi^n  appointed  to  wait  on  the  consignees  reported  that  the 
Clarkes  and  Beigamin  Fanettil  persisted  in  refosing  to  resign 
their  commissions^  on  the  ground  that  ibey  wi^ed  to  consult 
the  Hntchinsons,  who  were  absent  at  Hilton.  A  committee 
was  next  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Hutchinsons ;  an  adjoum- 
NoT.G.  meut  was  proposed  ;  and,  uf>on  reassembling,  a  letter  wa>  read 
from  Thomas  Hutchiiisoii,  which,  with  the  reply  of  the  Claikes 
and  of  Faneuil,  was  declared  to  be  "  daringly  efirontiye  to  the 
town/'  and  tlie  meeting  was  dissolved.* 

'  Boston  Post  Bov  for  Nov.  8,  succeeded  in  pacifSing  the  crowd. 

1773;  Bancroft.,  \\.  if.i,  474.    Some  Comp.  IIiitchin«?on,  iti.  424. 
were  for  immediately  ejectUij?  the       *  Hutchiniion,  iii.  424 ;  Boston  Post 

consignees,  and   cried,    "Out  wth  Bov  for  Nov.  8|  1773 i  BostOD  Newt 

them  !  out  with  them  ! "   But  Moli-  Letter  for  Nov.  11, 1778. 
Dcux  dissuaded  from  violeuce,  and 
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Twelve  days  later,  iiitcliigenoc  was  received  through  Cap-  chap. 
tain  Scott,  who  arrived  with  Jouatluui  Clarko,  "one  of  the^^,^^ 
East  India  factors,''  that  the  "  Boston  tea  ships  "  had  actnallj  I'l^. 
sidled,  and  might  be  shortly  expected ;  whereupon  a  new  meet- 
ing was  called  for  the  following  day,  at  which  fresh  resobliotts 
were  passed,  and  the  consijrnces  were  aj^in  desired  to  resign. 
"  Wc  have  received  no  oniers  from  the  East  India  Compjiny 
rc^pecting  the  teas,''  was  their  reply.    "  Our  friends  in  Eng-  Not.IS. 
laud  have  entered  into  general  engagements  in  our  behalf 
merely  of  a  commercial  natmre,  which  pots  it  ont  of  omr  power 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  town.**  This  answer  was 
**  voted  unsatisfactory,  and  the  meetmg  was  dissolved."  ^  The 
consignees  were  abnned,  and  applied  to  the  governor  for  aid  ; 
upon  which  the  Council  was  convened,  and  a  petition  was  pre-  Nov.i9 
sented  from  tlie  "t«a  commi??ioners."  praying  to  "re?igu  tliom- 
selves  and  the  property  committed  to  their  care  to  his  excel- 
lency and  their  honors,  as  guardians  and  protectors  of  the 
people,"  and  that  measures  might  be  taken  "for  the  landing 
and  securing  tbe  teas,  until  the  petitioners  can  be  at  liberty 
openly  and  safely  to  dispose  of  the  same,  or  until  tfaef  can 
receive  directions  from  their  constituents."^    But  the  Council 
declined  acting  on  tlie  petition,  on  the  ground  that  they  "might 
as  well  become  the  trustees  of  all  the  individuals,  and,  ex 
officio,  be  the  storekeepers  of  every  store,  in  the  province;" 
and  the  gentlemen  were  left  to.  shift  for  themselves.' 

On  Monday,  the  committees  of  Dorchester,  Rozbury,  Brook-  Not.21 
line,  and  Cambridge  met  the  Boston  committee  at  the  select- 
men's chamber,  in  Fanenil  Hall ;  and  the  question  being  put, 
Wliether  it  l>o  the  mind  of  this  committee  to  use  their  joint 
iuliueuve  to  prevent  the  landing  and  sale  of  the  teas  exporUnl 


'  lIutchin.<ion,  lii.  426 ;  Rofitaii  Po-;t 
Boy  fur  Nov.  22,  1773}  Boston  News 
Letter  fer  Nov.  26,  1773;  Boston 
Gazette  for  Nov.  8, 1773.  "  This  sud- 

cliv^r.lution,"  -v-iv^  ITutrhiiiMon, 
"  sixuck  more  terror  into  Uit  cuiwign- 


t't's  ih  iji  tlip  most  iniintor>' re*f>lv<  >." 

'  IlutchiitM>D,  iii.  426,4*27 )  Boston 
Post  Boy  for  Nov.  22,  1773. 

^  Boston  I'ost  Boy  for  Nov.  22, 
1773 ;  Bosun  Qantte  for  Dec  27, 
1773. 
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CHAP,  from  the  EaRt  India  Company,"  it  pasjscd  in  the  affirmative 
unauimously ;  and  a  letter  was  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  other 
iTTii  towns,  solidting  their  GoneurreDce.^  The  governor,  alarmed 
at  this  demonstration,  prepared  to  flee  to  the  Castle,  where  be 
mighti  with  safety  to  his  person,  more  freely  give  his  sense  of 
the  criminality  of  the  proceedings ;  but  he  was  dissuaded 
from  a  step  which  would  manifest  his  cowardice,  and  reinainofl 
in  the  town.  Yet  with  ti emliliiig  and  fear  lir  li.<i*'iH'<l  to  tlie 
declinations  of  the  people  that  "the  tea^  Fliould  never  be 
landed;"  and  the  consignees  were  warned  of  the  ''dreadful 
consequences  that  must  in  all  probability  ensue  "  if  they  per- 
sisted in  their  refusal  to  send  them  bock.^ 

VwM,  Before  the  week  was  out,  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  adopted 
the  Philadelphia  resolves,  and  declared  that  whoever  ehoald 
harlxjr  the  East  India  factors  in  their  houses  were  ''  unfriondlr 
to  their  country;"  and  that  any  inhaluianto  of  tho  j)r<>vii].p 
who  should  import  any  teas  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty 
in  America  were  "  in  an  eminent  degree  enemies  to  their  coon- 
try,  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  equal  contempt  and  detesta- 
tion with  the  present  supposed  factors.''  And  as  it  is  very 
apparent,"  they  added,  "  that  the  town  of  Boston  are  now 
struggling  for  the  uitKUTiKs  of  their  country,  it  is  therefore 
ResolvL'd,  that  this  town  <'iui  no  longer  stand  idle  tjjcc tutors, 
but  are  ready,  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  join  with  tlic  town  of 
Boston  and  other  towns  in  any  measure  that  may  be  thought 
proper  to  deliver  ourselves  and  posterity  from  slavery."  The 

Nov.87.  citisseos  of  Charlestown  imitated  this  example,  and  adjourned 
their  meeting  until  the  following  Wednesday.^ 

Nov.28.  On  Sunday  one  of  the  ships  ai  i  lwj,  bringing  oiio  hiui«lied 
and  foui  teen  chesta  of  tea.*   Immediately  the  selectmen  held 

'  Boston  Gazette  for  Deo.  6, 1773 1  1773;  Rostnn  Xe^-s  Letter  for  I  v-c. 

Bancroft,  tl  476.  2,  1773{  Ummx  Gazette  for  Nov.  29, 

'  LeCtMrorHutchuMamorNov.M,  1773. 
1773.  *  Tliis  \va<  th(-  "Dartmouth.  Boitan 

'  Boston  Gazette  for  Nov.  22, 1773.  News  Letter  for  i»ec  2,  1773. 

*  Botton  Pott  Boy  for  Nor.  29, 
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a  meeting ;  and  the  committee  of  correspondeiice  obtained  chap. 
from  Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  vesBel,  a  promise  not  to  enter  it 
nntil  Tnesdaj.  The  towns  aronnd  Boston  were  then  sum-  ms. 
moned  to  meet  on  Monday ;  and  erery  friend  to  his  oonntrj, 
to  himself,  and  to  posterity  was  desired  to  attend,  "  to  make 
a  united  and  successful  resistance  to  this  last,  worst,  and  most 
destructive  measure  of  iidministnitioii."' 

At  an  early  hour  the  people  gathered  ;  and  by  nine  oVlock 
the  coQcoorse  waa  so  great  that  Faneuil  Hall  was  filled  to 
overflowing.  A  motion  to  adjonm  to  the  Old  South  Meeting 
House,  ihe  "  Sanctuary  of  Freedom,"  was  made  and  carried ; 
and,  on  reaching  that  place,  Jonathan  Williams  was  chosen 
moderiitor,  and  Hancock,  AdainB,  Yonntr,  Molineux,  and  War- 
ren fearli'-sly  conducted  the  business  of  the  meeting.  At  least 
five  thousand  persons  were  in  and  around  the  building ;  and 
but  one  spirit  animated  all.  Samuel  Adams  offered  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanlmoosly  adopted,  that "  the  tea  should  be 
sent  back  to  (lie  place  from  whence  it  came,  at  all  events,  and 
that  no  duty  should  be  paid  on  it.**  The  consignees  asked 
time  for  consultation  ;  and,  "  out  of  great  tenderness,"  their 
request  was  granted.  To  prevent  any  surprise,  however,  a 
watch  of  twenty-five  pei-i*on.»*,  under  Edward  Proctor,  waa  ap- 
pointed to  guard  the  ship  during  the  night 

The  answer  of  the  coDsignees  was  given  in  the  morning ;  N«T.ao. 
and,  after  declaring  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  send 
back  the  teas,  they  expressed  their  readiness  to  store  them 
nntil  otherwise  advised.  In  the  midst  of  the  meeting  the 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  entered,  with  a  proclamation  from  the  gov- 
ernor warning  the  people  to  disperse ;  but  the  message  was 
received  with  derision  and  hisses,  and  a  unanimous  vote  not  to 
disperse.  The  master  and  owner  of  the  ship  which  had  lately 
arrived  were  then  required  to  attend ;  and  a  promise  was  ex- 
torted from  them  that  the  teas  should  be  returned,  without 

1  Boston  Post  Hov  for  Nov.  29,  1773)  Bortoa  Nm  letter  IbrBea  2, 
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CHAP,  touching  land  or  paying  a  duty.    The  fa(  in-s  of  two  other 
vessels,  which  were  daily  expected,  were  next  summoned,  and 
ins.  similar  promiaoB  were  given  by  tliem  ;  upon  which  t!ir  ineetijig^ 
after  voting  to  carry  into  effect^  at  the  risk  of  their  livee  and 
properties^"  their  former  reaolves,  quietly  disaolved.^ 

After  this  dissolutioii  the  oommittees  of  correspondeooe  of 
Boston  and  its  vicinity  hold  meetings  daily,  and  gave  sodi 
directions  as  circmnstanceis  required.  The  other  ships,  on 
their  arrival,  were  anchored  beside  the  Dartmouth,  that  one 
guard  might  serve  for  all ;  and  tlie  inhabitants  of  a  number  of 
town%  at  meetings  oooTened  for  the  purpoee,  promised  to  aid 
Boston  whenever  their  senrioeB  should  be  needed.*  At  the 
end  of  twenty  days  the  question  most  be  decided ;  and  if  the 
tees  were  landed,  all  was  lost.  As  the  crisis  drew  near  the 
excitement  increased.  liutchinBon  was  confident  that  no  vii> 
lent  measures  would  be  taken.  The  wealtii  of  Hancock  and 
others  seemed  a  sufficient  security  against  such  measures.  Bat 
the  people  had  counted  the  coet»  and  had  determined  to  risk 
all  rather  than  be  skyes. 

OM.U.  The  erentfbl  day  at  laat  dawned ;  and  two  thousand  from 
the  eountry,  bemdes  the  dtisens  of  Boston,  assembled  in  the 
Ohl  South,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  decide  what  t?hould  Ite  done.  It 
was  reported  that  Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  Dartmouth,  had 
bc>en  relumed  a  clearance ;  and  he  was  immediately  instructed 
to  protest  against  tlie  custom  house,  and  apply  to  the  gov- 
ernor for  his  pass.''  But  the  governor  had  stolen  to  hie  reei> 
dence  at  Milton ;  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Botch 
had  not  returned.  What  should  be  done  ?  Shall  we  abide 
by  our  resolutions  ?  "  it  was  asked.  Adams  and  Young  were 
in  fovor  of  that  course ;  Quincy,  distinguished  as  a  statesman 

'  Hutchinson,  in.  429-433 ;  Boston  ter,  Charlestown,  Newburj-port,  Mal- 

Oazette  for  Dee.  6, 1779 ;  Bancroft,  den,  Leimgton,  Leicester,  riteidiai|;» 

ti.  47s,  170.  Gloucesler,  and  other  town«,  passed 

■  Vott's  of  the  inhabitant*  of  Mar-  similar  votes.    Original  Papers,  495, 

blehead,  Plymouth,  and  Medford,  in  670 ;  Jour,  of  Com.  of  Ccnreiip.  in 

Boston  Post  Bov  for  Deo.  i;5  :iiul  20,  15 mcnift,  vL  482  el  stM]. ;  I?a<tnn  Newt 

1778k  BoxbuijTi  Brookliue,  Dorcheft-  Letter  for  Deo.  9  and  16, 1773. 
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an<l  a  patriot,  advifjed  di.scretiou  ;  but  the  people  crieil,  '*  Our  chap. 
hands  have  been  put  to  the  plough  ;  we  must  uot  look  back  ; " 
and  the  whole  aflaemblnge,  of  aeven  thousand  persons,  voted  177a. 
nnimimoiidj  that  the  tea  should  not  be  landed.^ 

Darkness,  In  the  mean  time,  had  settled  upon  the  town,  and 
in  the  dimly-lighted  churcli  the  audience  awaited  the  return  of 
Rotch.  At  a  quarter  before  six  be  made  his  a})}>c'arani!e,  and 
r<  ported  that  the  governoi-  had  refuse*!  him  a  pa.<s.  "  We  can 
do  no  more  to  save  the  country,"  said  Sauiuel  Adatos ;  and  a 
momentary  sQence  ensued.  The  next  iustaut  a  shout  was 
heard  at  tiie  door ;  the  war  whoop  sounded ;  and  forty  or  fifty 
men,  di^ised  as  Indians,  hurried  along  to  QriflSn's  Whar( 
posted  guards  to  prevent  intrusion,  boarded  the  flhi{)8,  and  in 
three  hours'  tiuic  hud  broken  and  emptied  into  tlie  sea  three 
hundred  and  forty-two  chestd  of  tm.^  So  great  was  the  still- 
new  that  the  blows  of  the  hatchets,  as  the  chesta  were  split 
open,  were  distinctly  heard.  When  the  deed  was  done,  every 
one  retired,  and  the  town  was  as  quiet  as  if  nothing  had  00- 
curred.  The  next  day  travellers  upon  Dorchester  beach  found 
the  tea  heaped  up  in  windrows  along  the  shore.'  "  This»" 
says  Hutchinson,  "  was  the  boldest  stroke  which  had  yet  been 
striiek  in  America."* 

Tlic  die  was  now  cast  It  was  impossible  to  recede.  "  Tliey 
had  passed  the  river,  and  cut  away  the  bridge."  Nothing  re- 
mained but  to  bide  the  issue.^  The  goTemor  was  *  in  a  forlorn 
state,"  and  was  unable  to  keq>  np  even  "  a  show  of  authority." 

'  Boston  Pn^t  l^ny  fur  Dec.  20,  nf  ull.    There  is  a  dignity,  a  m^joHty, 

1773  ;  Boston  News  Letter  for  Dec.  a  sublimity  in  this  last  effort  of  the 

28, 1773}  Hutehin-son,  ilL  485.  43a  patriots  that  I  grcatlv  admire.  The 

*  Boston  Post  Boy  for  Dec.  20,  peoj>le  slimld  never  rise  without  do- 
1773;  MoHtou  News  Letter  for  Dec.  nig  something  to  lie  n  membere<L  The 
23,  1773  ;  Boston  Giazette  for  Dec.  destruction  ol  the  tea  is  so  bold,  so 
2<>.  1773,  and  8upj)'t  for  Deo,  27,  daring,  so  firm,  intrei»dt  ind  inflexi* 
1773  ;  ilutchin«fn,  ui.  i:JR.  hie,  and  it  must  have  so  im]>ortunt 

*  MS.  Journals,  in  the  poascsfiioa  consequ^nceii,  and  i>o  kiting,  that  1 
of  the  author.  cannot  but  oonoder  it  an  epoeha  in 

*  Hint,  MiiRs.  iiL  130.  "Thin,"  sayn  history." 

John  Adamsi  Diorv',  in  Workn,  iL  323,      '  /.  Adams'a  Works,  ix.  333. 
*<ia  the  moet  mngnifioeot  movemeiit 
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CHAP.  Every  one  wm  against  Mm.   The  House  were  against  him  : 

the  Council  wti  e  again««t  him  ;  "  the  superior  jud$res5  were 

1773.  intiiiii  latod  from  actiniz-  ; and  "tliore  was  not  a  justice  of  tiie 
pfmce,  shcrifl',  constable,  or  peace  officer  ia  the  provinco  who 
would  venture  to  take  cognizance  of  anj  breach  of  law  against 
the  general  bent  of  the  people/'  ^  The  committees  of  oorre^ 
spondence  were  never  more  animated ;  and  a  **dec]aTation" 
was  drawn  np  to  be  sent  abroad ;  letters  were  written  to  all 
the  colonies ;  "old  jealousies  were  removed,  and  perfect  liar 
moiiy  iJuljr^istLMl  between  all."'  "  A  eoiiimon  cause,"  it  was 
said  in  the  papers,  ''is  best  supported  by  a  common  associa- 
tion. The  defence  and  maintenance  of  onr  rights  and  liberties 
is  the  common  cause  of  every  American ;  and  all  should  unites 
hand  in  hand,  in  one  common  association,  m  order  to  support 
it" '  '*  Union,"  was  the  cry ;  union  from  Florida  to  the 
plains  of  Canada."  "  A  Congress  of  the  states  is  indispensa- 
ble ;  we  can  redress  ourselves  if  w©  will  j  and  what  the  people 
wills  shall  be  effected."  * 

The  General  Court  stood  prorogued  to  the  twelfth  of  Jaih 
nary  \  but  the  governor,  fearing  to  meet  it  at  that  time,  issued 
DM.8L  a  proclamation  further  proroguing  it  to  the  twenty-sixth  of 

1774.  the  month.^  In  his  opening  address  no  notice  was  taken  of 
Jan. 26.      rQCQut  transactions  in  Boston,  and  such  things  only  were 

liieiiiioiK'd  as,  in  his  estimation,  "  were  least  likely  to  give 
room  for  any  haioh  or  unkind  return.'*®  One  thing  was  allud- 
ed to,  however,  which  could  not  be  passed  over.  This  was  his 
signification  of  ^*  his  majesty's  disapprobation  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees  of  correspondence,''  to  sit  and  act  durii^ 
F«b.  t,  the  recess  of  the  court.  To  this  signification  the  House  re- 


'  HutcUnnO,  iu.  437.  Od«  mortal  IUim  Ovtm^wtrj] 

'  8.  Adamato  J.Wanieii,I)eo.28k     Bv iDMdtpnmaM mA by l 

1773  »•   *■  ' 

•  Boston  Post  Boy  for  Dec.  20,  '  Port  Boy  for  Dec  27, 
1773.                  '  1773;  BortooNem  Letto  for  Dee. 

*  Boston  G  izotte  for  Dec.  27, 1773.  ^3,  ma.  ^  ^„ 

.......       .  *  UmdiiiwoB.  ffi.  442 :  Bndfeid'b 

TowlMnwtKmghltlMasBlMi  lvpkliia»  Qtaie  nipeii!,  410. 
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|ilit'd  that,  "  wliile  the  commou  rights  of  the  American  subjects  chap. 
coutiiiuod  to  be  attacked,  at  times  when  the  several  assembiies  ^^^^ 
were  not  aittiog,  it  was  highly  necessary  that  they  should  cor-  1774. 
respond  with  each  other,  m  order  to  unite  in  the  most  effoctnal 
means  for  the  obtaining  a  redress  of  their  grievances."  "  We 
would,  moreover,  observe,"  they  added,  "  that,  as  it  has  been 
the  practice  for  years  past  for  the  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  of  this  pi  ovinee,  and  other  officers  of  t!ie  crown,  at 
all  times,  to  corre:!poud  with  the  ministers  of  state  and  persons 
of  distinction  and  inflaence  in  the  nation,  in  order  to  concert 
and  carry  on  soch  measures  of  the  British  administration  as  have 
been  deemed  by  the  colonists  to  be  grievous  to  Ihem,  it  cannot 
be  thought  unreasonable  or  improper  for  the  colonists  to  cor- 
respond with  their  agents,  as  well  as  with  each  other,  to  the 
end  that  their  grievances  may  be  so  explained  tu  liis  inajeaLy 
as  Uiat,  in  his  justice,  he  may  afford  them  necessary  relief.''  ^ 

The  principal  topic  of  discussion  in  this  session  was  the  sal- 
aries which  had  been  settled  upon  the  judges  by  the  king ;  and 
the  officers  were  called  upon  to  refuse  to  accept  the  same. 
Four  of  them  yielded ;  Imt  Oliver,  the  chief  justice,  declined, 
and  the  House  impeached  him  before  the  Council.*  Hutchin- 
son, to  evade  a  dccioion  of  the  question,  projioscd  to  proroyrue 
the  court,  iind,  as  a  preliminary  step,  acquainted  them  by  mes*- 
sage,  tliat  he  iiad  "  received  discretionary  leave  from  the  king  Peb.3i. 
to  go  to  England,"  and,  as  he  intended  to  avail  himself  of  it^ 
should  put  an  end  to  the  session,  that  he  might  prepare  for  his 
voyage.'  But  both  Council  and  House  persisted  in  their 
course,  and  continued  to  labor  for  tlie  removal  of  the  chief 
ju8n«  e,  as  *' the  most  necessary  iai.-iiK  S^  before  them."  "If, 
when  wc  complain,''  said  they,    we  cannot  even  be  beard,  our 

'  l?rnlt()nl^Staterapt're,411,412,  Feb.  14,1774;  AudreWs  Am.  Rer. 

and  }li^t.  i.  M)S.  I  133. 

*  Hutchinson,  Hi.  442-119;  Tlnd-  '  Jonr.  H.  of  R.  Cr  1771  ;  Br.d- 

ford,  L  300-314;  Boston  Post  Boy  forU'»  State  Papers,  413;  Hutchinson, 

for  Feb.  21  imd  28,  and  March  7  and  ill  449 ;  Bottan  News  Letter  fbr 

14.  1771;  Boston  News  letter  for  MtnhS,  1774. 
March  3, 1774 }  fioeton  Ouette  for 
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CHAP,  case  is  indeed  deplorable.  Yet  we  liave  the  pleoHure  of  c««n- 
teinplating  that  posterity,  for  wlioin  we  are  struggling,  wiii  do 
1774.  08  justioe  by  abhorring  the  memory  of  those  meo  who  owe 
their  greatness  to  their  conntrj'B  rain."  ^  The  goveruor,  upon 
this,  prepared  to  ezeonte  his  purpofle,  and  sent  a  messeogw  to 
the  Council  to  dose  the  seasion;  but  the  Honse  reloeed  to 
admit  the  messenger  until  they  had  completed  their  business, 
and  authoi  i/ed  the  committee  of  correspondence  to  act  in  the 
recess  of  the  court.' 

In  the  mean  time,  in  England  the  affairs  of  America  were 
AW.  7.  nndcr  discussion ;  and  early  in  March,  the  news  of  the  destruc- 
tion  of  the  tea  having  arrived, — "the  last  drop  which  made 
the  waters  of  bitterness  overflow/' —  a  message  from  the  king 
and  the  American  papers  were  laid  before  the  Honse,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  on  the  eleventh  ins^tunt.    On  Monday  of 
Mar.14.  the  fullowinij:;  week  a  il(-'l);ite  ensued  ;  iiud,  aniid.-t  e<tiifnsion, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  u  l)ill  for  the  punishment  of  Bos- 
Mar.  18,  ton,  "  tlie  principal  oV>j<  et  of  attention."  ^   Four  days  later, 
the  bill  was  reported,  and  was  read  the  first  time  withoat 
>fv.23.  debate.   On  its  second  readmg,  there  was  a  slight  discussion ; 
but  the  bill  was  committed  withont  a  division.^  Before  its 
third  readini^,  a  jictitiou  against  it  from  "several  natives  of 
North  Anieiiea"  was  j)resont<»d  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Luo- 
don.^    The  ilouso  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ; 
and  the  discusi^ion  which  followed  was  excoeding'ly  spirited. 
"  You  cannot,"  said  Eose  Fuller, carry  this  biU  into  ezecih 
tion  without  a  military  force.  But  if  you  send  over  a  small 

»  Hutchinson,  iii.  4'>0.  Rev.  i.  230.231 ;  I/ord  M  ih-m's  llist 

'  UutchintM>a,  iiL  4u3,  454  i  J.  Ad*  Ens.  vi.  3 ;  liamAy'ft  Am.  Iter.  L  lUO. 

BUM,  DwTft  in  Works,  il  328-332.  BoUui  petitioned  to  be  heard  (or  the 

The  Superior  Court,  after  the  im-  Maiwcichusetts  Council ;  l)ut  the  Com- 

j)eachnient  of  Oliver,  did  not  sit  aeiiln  mons  refused  to  hear  him.  The  Lords, 

*•  until  a  new  one  wiis  a])pointeu  by  however,  g:ive  him  an  audienee ;  but 

the  Council  ex(  reisinjr  ilje  powers  oi  his  protest  was  of  no  avail. 

n  pjvenior  undt  r  die  charter,  after  the       *  I  H>l)ates  in  Pari.  vii.  7a»  7fi  }  Gor> 

b;ittk'  of  lA'xington,  on  the  19th  uf  don'»  .\m.  Rev.  L  231. 

A]  HI,  1775."    J.  AdaniB.  '  DebateMQpaiim«3-«6|  IU» 

'  1  i('!ntes  in  Pari.  vii.  (59-7') :  Pari.  My**  Am.  Rot.  L  lOS. 
llisL  xvii.  1164,  1279;  Oordou's  Am. 
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number  of  men,  the  Boston  nulitia  ▼ill  immediatelj  cat  them  chap, 
to  pieces ;  if  you  send  over  a  larger  nmnber,  six  or  seven 

thousand,  the  Americans  will  debauch  them ;  and  by  these  1774. 
means  we  shall  only  hurt  ourselves.  I  would  beunn  by  an 
amercement."  *  Lord  North,  in  reply,  declared  that  he  was 
not  an  enemy  to  lenient  measures,  but  that  he  had  found  reso- 
Intions  of  censure  and  warning  to  ayail  nothing.  "  We  must, 
therefore^"  he  added,  ''proceed  to  some  immediate  rcmedj. 
Now  18  our  time  to  stand  out,  to  defy  them,  to  proceed  with 
liriuiiosri.  and  williout  fear.  They  will  never  reform  until  we 
take  a  measure  of  this  kind.  I  hope  this  act  will  not,  in  auy 
shape,  require  a  military  force  to  put  it  into  execution.  Four 
or  five  frigates  will  do  the  business  without  any  military  force. 
Bat  if  the  consequences  of  disobedience  are  likely  to  produce 
rebellion,  that  consequence  belongs  to  them,  and  not  to  us.  It 
is  not  what  we  have  brought  on,  but  what  they  alone  have 
occasioned.  We  are  only  answerable  that  our  measures  are 
just  and  equitable.  Let  u?,  then,  proceed  with  firmness,  jus- 
tice, and  resolution."^  Moutagu,  the  second  son  of  Lord 
Sandwich,  as  "a  virgin  orator,"  defended  the  bill.^  Byng,  in 
reply,  exclaimed, "  Yon  are  not  punishing  the  Bostonians ;  you 
are  punishing  the  English  merchants.''*  Charles  Jenkinson 
sided  with  the  ministry,  and  eulogized  Grenville;  Charles 
Pox  ppoke  on  the  opposite  side.  Van  declared  that  "the 
town  of  J'oston  ouszlit  to  l»c  knocked  about  their  ears,  and 
destroyed ;  "  Barre  indignantly  exclaimed,  "  Kecj)  your  liands 
out  of  the  pockctjj  of  tlie  Americans,  and  they  will  be  obedi- 
ent subjects.  Parliament  may  iiuicy  they  have  rights  in  the- 
ory, which  111  answer  for  they  can  never  reduce  to  practice.''^ 

Two  days  later,  the  discussion  was  resumed ;  and  Dowdes-  mv.ss. 
well,  Pownall,  and  Edmund  Burke  defended  the  Americans ; 

»  Debates  in  Pari  riL  86.  »  Debates  in  PitfL  viL  92-94.  For 

*  Debatei  in  Ptirl.  vii.  87.  8S.  a  further  akctdi  of  thii  d^wte  see 

*  Debates  m  ParL  m  80, 90.  Boiton  NemLBtter  tir      10, 1774. 

*  Debatei  in  PuL  m  9L 
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CHAP,  but  80  strongly  did  the  current  set  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that 
ranonstranoes  agunst  it  were  viewed  with  dis&Tory  or  listened 
1771  to  with  impatienee ;  it  waa  paased  without  diyisiont  and  waa 
Beot  to  the  Lords  as  if  it  had  been  nnaminotialj  assented  to  bj 
the  Commons.  >   Tn  this  body  the  HI]  was  more  fairly  dis- 

Mar.29.  ciisscd  ;  and  the  ainialde  Dm  iiuouth  favored  conciliation.  Bnt 
MaiislicM  exclaimed,  "The  sword  is  drawn,  and  you  mu^t 
throw  away  the  sciibbard.  If  you  pass  this  act  with  tolerable 
mianttnity,  Boston  will  submit,  and  all  will  end  in  a  victory 
without  carnage.''*  This  decided  the  question ;  no  divi^on 
was  made ;  and  the  journal  of  the  Lords  declares  that  the 
bill  "passed  unanimously.'''  Thus  waa  the  port  of  Boston 
closed. 

Apr.  19.  At  a  subsequent  date,  to  "prove  tliat  conciliation,  not 
revenj^e,  was  predominant  in  Britain/'  an  immediate  repcai  of 
the  tax  on  tea  was  proposed  ;  and  in  the  debate  which  ensued, 
Edmund  Burke,  in  a  masterly  speech,  sorveyed  the  whole 
course  of  the  ministry  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  declared  in 
favor  of  the  measure  now  proposed.  "Let  us,"  said  he,  '^act 
like  men ;  let  ns  act  like  statesmen.  Let  us  hold  some  sort 
of  coni*istcnt  conduct.  Leave  the  Americans  as  tiicv  ancientlv 
stood.  Do  not  l>iifd(Mi  thotn  l)y  taxes.  When  you  drive  him 
hard,  the  boar  will  surely  turn  upon  the  hunters.  If  our  sover* 
eignty  and  their  freedom  cannot  be  reconciled,  which  will  they 
take  ?  They  will  cast  yomr  sovereignty  in  your  fiuse.  Nobody 
will  be  argued  into  slavety."*  But  splendid  eloquence  was  of 
no  avail.    The  opponents  of  America  were  more  numeroos 

*  Debates  in  Pari  tS.  94-104.  ftnr  Boston  or  America  in  either 

"  S|)eech  of  Biut6,  Maj-  2,  1774  ;  house,**    Boston  Post  Boy  for  May 

Shdhnme  to  Chatham  ;  Life  of  I/)r(1  23,  1774.    The  bill  was  puhlishod  in 

MaiiBtit  Ul ;  Rmcroft,  vi.  518,  .51;).  the  colonies  with  a  black  border  around 

'  Jour.  H.  i)f  Lords  tor  1774.  Thh  it,  as  though  it  contained  funeral  oe«t; 

bill  was  si;^iH'(l  March  31,  177 1,  ^,(  in;^  and  it  was  cried  in  the  streets  of  manr 

*•  smuggled  through  the  House  m  bcv-  towns  under  Uie  title  of  "  A  Barha- 

enteradayi only mnn its introdiiotion.  roua,  Cruel,  Bloody,  and  Inhuman 

Tlie  o\idence  l>efore  the  privy  r  ,  .nril  Mundcr."     .Xridii  vts's  Am.  Rev.  L 

was  suppreseHl,  the  agcaU  refused  a  1^4 ;  Lord  Mahuu's  Hist.  Eng.  ri,  10. 

bearing  it  the  bur,  ud  no  member  *  Debelee  in  EtfL  tii.  12S-174. 
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than  its  fiicuds.    Only  fortj^Bine  voted  to  repeal  the  tax,  and  chap. 
nearly  four  times  that  namber  voted  against  the  repeal.^  .3!!^ 
Three  other  measures  summed  up  the  acUon  of  Parliament,  1774. 
so  far  as  the  old  colonies  were  concerned.   These  were,  a  bill  \12^ 
J  for  "the  better  rei^ulatiiig  the  goveniineiil  of  the  IVovince  of 
the  Mnssachiisi'tts  Bay,"  which  alimirated  so  much  of  tlie  char- 
ter ad  gave  to  the  legislature  the  election  of  the  Council ;  abol- 
ished town  meetings,  except  for  the  choice  of  town  officers,  or 
OD  the  special  permission  of  the  governor ;  conferred  on  the 
execQtive  the  appointment  and  removal  of  sheriffs  at  pleasure ; 
and  intrusted  to  the  sheriffs  the  returning  of  juries ;  —  a  bill 
"for  tlio  iinpaiLial  administration  of  justice,"  kc,  which  trans- 
ferred the  place  of  trial  of  nm^n^trates,  revemit;  olheers,  or 
soldiers  indicted  for  murder,  or  other  capital  ofltence,  to  Nova 
Scotia  or  Great  Britain  ;  —  and  a  bill  for  legalizing  the  quar- 
tering of  troops  in  Boston.*  All  these  bills  were  petitioned 
against  and  opposed  by  the  friends  of  America ;  but  they  were 
triumphantly  carried,  and  were  approved  by  the  king.  In  the 
mean  time,  Huteliinson  was  recalled,  Thomas  Gaire  was  aj)- 
poiuted  in  his  stead,  and  four  regiments  were  urdered  to  en- 
force submission.^    By  his  instructions  the  governor  was  to  M«.ai. 
close  the  port  of  Boston,  and  to  take  measures  for  bringing  to 
condign  punishment  those  patriots  who  had  led  the  people  in 
the  recent  movements.  Samuel  Adams^  in  particular,  was 

■  Aym,  49.   Noes,  182.  JMnSat  H  $29,   It  is  iaid  that  Dartmouth 

m  FurL  viL  178;  AndlviiA  Am.  nopoaed  to  confer  the  gfovemnu  nt  of 

Rev.  L  119.  MtHHfichusetta  upon  Thomas  l'u\vn;ill, 

'  Boiiiou  News  Letter  for  June  U,  with  a  view  to  condiiale  aiui  quiet  the 

1774.  und  Boston  Po«t  Boy  for  June  people;  but  a  majority  of  the  minis- 

6  and  13,  1771,  where  hvo  of  tlie  bills  try  opjxmed  hi-?  a]t|)nintment.  Boston 

are  K-^'('a,with  the  debates  thereupon.  News  Letter  for  Sept.  16|  1773;  Bo9- 

Gorrion*!!  Am.  Rev.  i  231^235 1  Bnd-  ton  Oaaette  for  Oct  4,  1773 ;  Bnid- 

f  nd,  i.  'I'M  ;  Andrews's  Am.  Rev.  i.  ford,  i.  316.    Gordon,  Am.  Kcv.  L 

120,  1 2 1;  Lord  Mahon's  Hist.  Eng.  237,  says  the  appointment  of  (iif^ 

vi.  j,  G;  Bmcrofl,  \L  517,  525,  526  ;  was  "not  thought  of  by  Mr.  Hutch- 

Frothiti^h:im'!i  Siege  of  Boston,  8.  iason}"  that  he  expected  tu  hive 

Copies  of  these  acts  were  received  been  person  \lly  "  intni^tcfl  with  the 

June  2,  und  were  immedkitely  circu-  execution  ot  the  mini^tcrid  phu/'and 

lated  throughout  the  oolooiea.  **  wm  xather  diaooncerted  when  he 

>  HutnhmeoD,  iiL  4A8;  BanooA^  fMndit  to  bo  othenrue." 
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CHAP,  marked  out  for  sacrifice,  as  "the  chief  of  the  revolution;" 

^^^^  ami  against  him  anfl  hii*  associates  proceedings  were  to  beim- 
1774.  mediately  and  formaUy  instituted.^ 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  bills  jast  alluded  to,  the  dtaens 
of  Maasachmetts  were  not  idle ;  and  as  it  was  evident  that  the 
straggle  must  soon  oommenoe^  fhrooghoat  the  pTOvinoe  oompa- 
niee  were  organized,  under  offioera  of  their  own  chooring  ;  and 
arnir?  were  jirovided  for  tliem,  in  the  use  of  which  they  were 
diligently  trained.'^  Nor  wa^  tlio  proposal  for  a  CongT^^>3 
overlooked ;  and  John  Ilauioock,  in  his  oration  on  the  anni- 

Mtf .  6,  versary  of  the  "  Boston  Massacre,''  suggested  a  "  Congress  of 
deputies  from  the  several  houses  of  assembly  on  the  oontiaent, 
as  the  most  effectual  method  of  establishing  a  onion  for  the 
security  of  the  rights  and  Uberties"  of  the  oonntrr.'  Asa 
preparatory  step  to  the  calling  of  such  a  Conffress,  a  plan  was 
]f»y.  formed  for  frequent  and  stated  communications  l»etwe<.^n  tlie 
colonies ;  and  as  Franklin  had  been  removed  from  his  office  of 
depQty  postmast^  general  for  America,  private  posts  weie 
established,  which  were  found  to  be  of  great  service  in  oonvef^ 
ing  intelligenoe  from  place  to  plaoe.^ 

H«yi7.  Genera]  Gage  reached  Boston  in  May,  and,  on  landing  at 
Long  Whai'f,  was  received  with  great  parade.  The  |)rinripal 
oflScei'8  of  the  froverumcut,  tlie  selectmen  of  Boston,  and  '  a 
number  of  other  gentlemen,"  were  in  attendance,  with  the  com- 
pany of  Cadets  ;  and,  amidst  the  discharge  of  cannon  from  the 
admiral's  ship  and  from  the  north  and  south  batteries,  he  was 
escorted  through  King  Street,  where  the  troop  of  horse,  the 
artillery  company,  the  grenadiers,  and  other  military  compa- 

>  Fiothinghuii's  Siege  of  Boston.  Ar      Hist.  Soc,   J.  Adams  Dnnr* in 

6,  note ;  Boston  Po»t  Boy  for  July  1 1,  Works,  ii,  332,  chamctmztw  this  as  "  an 

1774 ;  Bancroft,  vL  523.   The  letter  el^aat,  a  pathetic,  a  spirited  perform- 

of  Diirtmottth  to Oue, irith  imtruo-  anoe.*  '*The  eompoaition,  the  pro- 

tions,  was  dated  Apru  9,  1774.  nundntioii.  tlic  action,"  he  adds,  "all 

•  Hutchinsoii,  iiL  456.   The  local  exceeded  the  expectations  of  every 

historieis  of  ditferent  towns  prove  that  body.   They  exceeded  even  min^ 

Borne  such  pre])arations  mfe  made  in  which  were  ver\  conadeiabla* 

the  Intter  ]kirt  of  1773.  *  Bxad£ani»  L  320. 

'  Omtioa  of  March  5, 1774,  in  Lib. 


Digiiized  by  Google 


EXCITEMENT  IN  MASSACHDSETTS.  481 

nie-.  wtj  t  drawn  np  to  salute  him  as  he  passed.  On  Km  arri-  chap. 
val  at  tlie  council  chamber  his  commission  was  read,  aod  tho 
oath  of  office  was  administered  by  the  president  of  the  Council.  1774. 
A  proclamatioD  was  then  issaed,  oontinaiiig  all  officers  in  their 
places ;  three  Tolleys  were  fired ;  three  cheers  were  giyeii ; 
and  the  goTemor  was  escorted  to  F^enil  Hall,  where  "an 
elegant  dinner  was  provided  for  his  welcome."  * 

Already  had  the  ptx^ple  been  wariKMl  tliat  the  "ministry 
were  determined  to  trv  their  metal  to  the  utmost."  "  The 
spoils  of  Fndand,"  it  was  said,  "  are  insufficient  to  support  the 
haaxry  of  the  minions  of  power ;  they  have  fixed  their  vora- 
dons  appetites  npon  the  possessions  of  the  Americans,  and 
intend  to  make  a  prey  of  them/'  "  Depend  npon  it,''  it  was 
added,  "every  colony  is  to  be  subdued  into  a  slavish  obedience 
to  tho  tyrannical  iini>osi lions  of  Great  Britain.  Nothing  loss 
will  suffice  ;  nothing  le&s  is  intended.  After  the  subjection  of 
Boston,  and  perhaps  all  the  New  England  governments,  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  are  to  be  the  next  in  oonrse ;  and  they 
talk  of  taking  away  Penn's  charter."  *  Troe,  the  conunanders- 
in-cfaief  were  not  aothorized  to  fight,  unless  they  conld  provoke 
the  colonists  to  be  the  aggressors ;  nor  were  they  to  commence 
hostilities  ;vilhout  further  orders.  But  how  soon  such  orders 
Height  come  no  one  could  tell;  and  the  appeal  for  vigilance 
was  not  ill-tiiiied. 

"  Shall  the  Boston  port  bill  be  enforced  ?  "  was  the  question 
wluch  first  solicited  the  attention  of  Qage ;  and  a  consultation 
was  held  with  Hutchinson,  the  admiral,  and  the  commissioners 
of  the  customs  as  to  what  should  be  done.  All  agreed  that 
the  act  slioukl  be  enforced  ;  and  on  tlio  ajtpointed  day,  a-s  tho 
clock  .<tnick  twelve,  it  went  into  effect  ;  the  custom  lion.so  was  JwwL 
closed,  and  the  courts  were  suspfnifled.  No  opposition  was 
made  by  the  people ;  but  the  bells  of  the  churches  were  sot 

'  Rofiton  Po5t  Bov  for  M  iy  23.  *  letters  from  England,  of  April  7 
1774  ;  Boston  News  1/etter  for  May  and  8,  1774,  in  Boston  Post  Boy  for 
19,  1774  {  Fkotfamgfaun'b  Sicg^       May  23, 1774. 

Beaton,  6. 

VOL.  II.  81 
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CHAP,  emnly  tolled,  mourninfr  emblems  were  exhibited,  and  tlic  <JaT 
J^J^  was  improved,  noi  unlv  in  Masjiuchujietts,  but  even  in  Virgiuia, 
1774.  AQd  iDdcod  ia  other  coiunied,  in  fasting  and  prayer.'  Hutch- 
inson, with  Im  familj,  left  oa  the  same  day,  in  the  Minenra, 
for  Soglaad.  From  some  parts  of  the  province  pablic  tcsti- 
moniate  of  respect  were  teadered  him;*  bnt  in  general  hv 
departure  was  little  lamented.  He  had  forfeited  the  esteem 
of  the  lovers  of  liberty  ;  and,  leaving  the  coontry  which  gave 
him  birth,  tlm  remainder  of  his  days  was  passed  in  EuglauU, 
where  hia  descendants  still  reside.' 

The  troops  which  had  been  sent  to  enforce  the  port  bill  had 
not  arrived ;  and  the  loyalists  anxiously  awaited  their  appeal^ 
Mfty  81.  anee.  *'Maay  are  tmpatienti''  wrote  Qage,  '*for  the  arrival 
of  the  troops ;  and  I  am  told  that  people  will  then  speak  and 
act  openly,  which  they  now  dare  not  do.''  *    But  they  had  not 
long^  to  wait ;  for  in  a  little  over  a  month  a  large  force  was 
concentrated  in  Bu? ton.    The  king's  regiment  and  the  forty- 
Ian.  14  ninth  landed  Bl>ont  the  middle  of  June,  and  encamped  on  the 
Tliv^i  GomoKMi;'  and  early  in  July  the  ftilh  and  thirty-eighth  rc^ 
ments  landed  at  Long  Wharf.*  At  Salem,  likewise,  the  fifty- 
Aa^.  ninth  regiment  from  Halifax  was  posted;'  and  additional 
troops,  to  be  quartered  in  Boston,  were  ordered  fh)m  New 
Tork,  the  Jertjey?,  and  Quebec.® 
May.      The  annual  election  was  a  season  of  unusual  depres.sioQ  and 
gloom;  and  "many  felt  sad  with  the  apprehension  that  it 
would  be  the  last  of  the  kind."  >  Nor  was  the  conduct  of 

'  Boston  Post  Bov  for  May  83,  Post  Boy  for  May  30  and  June  6, 

1774 ;  Gordon'"*  Am.  I'lrv.  i.  239 ;  An-  1774  ;  Boetoa  Newi  Letter  fin-  June 

drewH*8  Am.  Kov.  i.  l.'i.j;  llLimsiij's  2,  1774. 

Am.  Kev.  i.  U  S ;  (Jrahame,  iL  488 ;  '  Hist  iii.  439;  Allen's  Biojf.  Dirt. 

J.oi  1   Mihon's  IliHt  Eng.  vL  10|  *  Frothingham'sSiegeof  Ivxiton,". 

AVir Lb  Patrick  Henry,  113.  *  Boston  Post  Boy  for  June  20, 

*  Addremea  were  sent  to  ham  ftom  1774. 

120  nu  rchant^  and  gentlemen  of  Bos-  •  Frothingham's  Sirs,'©  of  Boston,?, 

tun,  trum  nicmljcrs  of  the  bur,  the  '  Neweii'a  Diary,  ia  Frothingham'i 

episcopal  c\erg\\  the  magistrates  of  Siege  of  Botton,  7. 


•  Gordon's  Am.   Rev.   L    252 1 

Frothiiif^ham's  Siege  of  Bo'^tor,,  7, 
'  GurUon'ii  Am.  liev.  i.  '2oix 


citizens  of  S.dcm  and  Marblehead. 
Uutclumon'ii  lii»U  iii.       j  Butttua 
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Gage  such  as  to  encourage  the  belief  that  he  was  (ii^pu^^ed  to  chap. 
conciliate  :  for  wlieu  tlie  board  of  councillors  wafl  presented  to  J^^]^ 
liiin  for  approval,  thirteen  were  rejected  ;^  and  in  his  opening  1774. 
address  he  declared  his  intentioii,  in  obedience  to  the  instrno-MayasL 
tions  of  the  king,  to  remove  the  Qeneral  Court  to  Salem.* 
The  reply  of  the  Gonncil  was  not  sent  In  ontil  after  these 
measures  had  taken  effect ;  and  while  they  dechired  their  readi-  JomS. 
ness,  "on  all  occasions,  cheerfully  to  cooperate  witli  his  excel- 
lency "  in  every  step  tending  to  "  restore  hamiouy  "  and  "  extri- 
cate the  province  from  their  present  embarrassments,"  which 
were  attributable,  in  their  estimation,  to  the  conduct  of  his 
"  two  immediate  predecessors,''  they  at  the  same  time  affirmed 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  claimed  no  more  than  the 
rights  of  Englishmen,  withont  diminution  or  abridgment;'' 
and  that  these^  **  as  It  was  their  indispensable  duty,  so  woald 
it  be  their  constant  endeavor,  to  Uiainiain,  to  the  utmost  of 
tlioir  power,  in  perfect  consistence  with  the  truest  loyalty  to 
the  crown,  the  just  prerogatives  of  which  tiiey  should  ever  be 
sealons  to  support."  '  To  this  message,  which  was  certainly 
respectfal,  the  answer  of  the  governor  was  short  and  bitter.  j«i.t4. 

cannot,"  said  he^ "  receive  an  address  which  contains  inde- 
cent reflections  on  predecessors,  who  have  been  tried  and 
honorably  acquitted  by  the  Lord:^  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
their  ('()ndiict  approved  by  the  king.  T  consider  this  ad(li*ess 
as  an  insult  upon  his  majesty  and  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Coun* 
cil,  and  an  affi-ont  to  myself."^ 

The  course  of  the  House  was  equally  decided ;  and  while 
tliey  congratolated  his  excellency  upon  his  safe  arrival,  and 
declared  that "  they  honored  him  in  the  most  exalted  station 
in  the  province,  and  confided  in  him  to  make  the  known  con- 
stitution and  charter  the  rule  of  his  adrainistratiou,"  they 

»  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  239.  16,  1774  ;  Bradford's  State  Ripen, 

«  Bradfortl's  State  Papers,  413.  414,  and  Hi«L  i.  327. 
*  Bwton  Poet  Boy  fat  June  SO,      *  Boston  Post  Boy  for  June  20, 

1774 1  Boetoa  News  Letter  hr  June  1774 1  Bndfoid'e  State  Fapen»  41«. 
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DISCUSSION  IN  THE  GENERAL  COUBT. 


CHAP,  deprecated  the  remoTal  of  the  court  to  Saleiii,  but  expressed 
3^  hope  that  '*  the  true  state  of  the  province,  and  the  charao- 
1774.  ter  of  his  m(\jcsty's  subjects  in  it,  —  their  loyalty  to  their  aoT- 
ereign  and  their  a£fectioii  for  the  parent  oountiy*  aa  veil  as 
their  invincible  attachment  to  their  just  righta  and  libertiea, — 
vonld  be  laid  before  his  mtj^ty ;  and  that  he  would  be  the 
ha])])y  instrument  of  removing  his  majesty's  displeasure,  and 
restoriiig  harmony,  whicli  had  been  loiit^  interrupted  by  the 
artifices  of  interested  and  designing  men."*  Nor  did  they 
pause  here;  for  Samuel  Adams,  satig&ed  tliat  the  time  for 
action  had  come,  conferred  with  Warren,  of  Plymouth,  and 
convened  '*  cancuaea,"*  in  which  the  plan  of  a  union  of  the 
colonies  was  matured.  This  was  to  be  brought  before  the 
House  for  adoption  ;  and  as  the  measure  was  of  the  utmost 
importance,  it  waa  kept  secret  from  the  governor,  lest  it  should 
be  frustrated. 

Job.  17.  On  the  appointed  day  the  door^^  were  closed  and  the  subject 
was  Inroached ;  but  before  any  action  could  be  taken  in  the 
premises,  a  loyalist  member  obtained  leave  of  abeence,  and  inh 
mediately  despatched  a  messenger  to  Gage,  to  inform  hun  of 
what  was  passing.  The  governor,  in  great  haste^  sent  the 
seeretary  to  dissolve  the  court.  Finding  the  door  locked,  he 
knocked  for  admission,  but  wa.s  answered  that  "the  IToiise  wsls 
upon  very  important  busine**?,  whi<*h  wlien  they  liad  finished 
they  would  let  him  in.''  Failing  to  obtain  entrance,  he  stood 
upon  the  steps,  and  read  the  proclamation  in  the  hearing  of 
several  of  the  members  and  others,  and  after  reading  it  in  the 
council  chamber,  returned.'    The  House  took  no  notice  of 

*  BcMton  Pbst  Boy  fer  June  13,  imm  to  Agree  upon  ouididBtfla  to  be 
1774  ;  Bradford's  Hist.  \.  :i2S,  329.  prni)o«(ed  for  ok-ciion  to  office,  or  to 
The  I^Iouse,  before  prooet^ding  to  biud-  concert  measures  for  supporting  a 
nen%  at  Salem,  protested  against  the  pnrty.  It^  precise  orj^ii  not knowiL 
removal  of  the  court  See  Gordon's  Am.  Be?.  L  240|  Web- 

*  The  word  "  ^allcu«!,"  \\]\\ch  is  of  ster's  Dictionnri\ 

Amcriciin  iu\enlion,  and  which  seems       '  For  the  proclamation  see  Bos  Loo 
to  have  been  f!r«t  aaed  m  Boston,  is  Poit  Boy  for  May  20»  1774^ 
employed  to  denote  e  meetin{r  of  dtp 


Digitized  by 


&BUEF  M£EnNG  IN  BOSTOH, 


486 


this  message,  but  proceeded  with  their  buaiiiesB ;  and,  hy  a  chap. 
vote  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  to  twelve^  having  deter* 
mined  that  a  committee  should  he  appointed  to  meet,  as  soon  1774. 

as  may  be,  the  committees  thnt  arc  or  shall  be  ajipointcd  by 
the  Fcvcral  colonies  on  iliis  continciit,  to  consult  together  upon 
the  present  state  of  the  colonies,"  James  Bowdoin,  Thomas 
Cutihing,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine 
were  selected  for  that  purpose^  and  funds  were  provided  for 
defraying  their  expenses.^  Yet  even  now,  whatever  the  ardent 
may  have  wished,  all  did  not  "  meditate  an  independency  of 
Great  Britain ;  much  less  did  they  suppose  that  a  resort  to 
arms  would  be  necessary  to  support  their  liberties."'  But 
they  were  resolved  to  show  the  ministry  tlmt  a  determination 
prevailed  throughout  the  colonies  to  oppose  their  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  laws ;  and  that,  whatever  the  cost  to  themselves, 
they  were  ready  to  take  a  decided  stand  in  defence  of  their 
rights. 

Already  had  meetings  been  held  in  Boston,'  to  adopt  meas- 
ures for  relief  from  the  burdens  of  the  detested  port  bill ;  and 
on  the  day  that  the  court  was  prorogued,  the  citizens,  by  ad- Jon.  17. 
journment,  gathered  in  Funeuil  Hall,  and,  with  John  Adams 
in  the  chair,  with  but  ooe  dissentient^  voted  that  the  committee 
of  correspondence  be  **  enjoined  forthwith  to  write  to  all  the 
other  colonies,  acquainting  them  that  we  are  not  idle ;  that  we 
are  deliberating  upon  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  present  exi- 
gencies of  our  public  affairs;  that  our  brethren,  the  landed 
interest  of  this  province,  with  an  unexampled  spirit  and  una- 
nimity, are  entering  into  a  non-oousumption  agreement;^  and 

'  "Roston  Post  Bov  for  June  20,  it  wan  voted  to  make  application  to 

177 1 ;  Baston  News  Letter  for  June  the  other  colonies  to  refuse  all  impor- 

23, 1774;  J.Aclims'sDian.inWorks,  tations  from  Great  Britain,  ana  to 

U.  339;  Gordon's  Am.  ittv.  i.  210,  withhold  all  commercial  inti  reournc 

241;  Andrew.s's  Am.  Kev.  L   137,  with  her,  as  the  most  prulaljle  meaiu 

138 ;  Bradford,  L  329-331.  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  act  oonk- 

«  Bradford,  i.  330.  pLuned  of.    Hradfonl,  i.  320 1  Ad- 

*  A  muetiog  was  held.  May  13,  to  drew)»'s  Am.  Kev.  L  134. 
Monder  th«  act  of  Parliameiit  for      *  Thia  noB-impoilatioii  agrecnMnt^ 

duattaii^up  theportaad  harbwj  and  whidiiiaa  «a]kd<*tl»ao]ennlaagii0 
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CHAP,  that  we  an  waittng  with  aozioas  expectation  for  the  result  of 
J^J^  a  OoMTiNBNTAL  CoNORESS,  wbose  meeting  we  impatiently  de- 
1774.  siiu,  ia  whose  wisdom  ami  ^iliuiR•^5  we  confide,  and  iti  whose 
deUTniinations  we  dhall  cheerfully  acquiesce.''  *  And  well 
might  Boston,  and  Charlestowu,  which  was  also  suffering,  pause 
and  deliberate ;  for  in  both  towns  laborers  were  thrown  out 
of  employment,  the  poor  lacked  bread  to  eat|  business  was 
suspended,  and  a  general  gloom  pervaded  the  streets.  Bat 
sympathy  for  their  distress  was  every  where  manifested ; 
throughout  tlie  province,  and  even  from  other  colonies,  large 
contributions  were  sent  for  titeir  relief;  and  the  diflferent  towm 
Bcemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  hearty  expressions  of  interest 
and  friendship.' 

Meanwhile,  attention  oontinued  to  be  paid  to  military  disci- 
pline; and  old  guns  were  repaired,  knapsacks  were  brought 
out,  and  every  one  was  anxious  to  be  properly  accoutred. 
County  conventions  were  likewiac  called,  in  which  the  affairs 
of  the  province  were  debated  ;  and  the  people  of  the  interior 
a^tsured  their  friends  in  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity  tliat 
"  thej  were  never  more  firm  and  zealous,  and  that  they  looked 
to  the  latt  txtnmUy  with  spirit  and  resolution."'  Some,  in- 

•ad  covenant,"  yehcmently  op-  feelings  of  humanity,  oould  tiiey  in- 
posed  by  Onj?e  a«  an  unlawful,  ho»-  dul*;e  one  thmif^ht  to  soire  nn  wealth, 
tile,  and  traitorous  combinati(m  j "  and  and  raise  their  i'ortuueii  on  the  ruins 
he  charged  all  ma^^^i^trntet  to  anpre-  of  their  miflferin^  ncighl)oni.  Boaton 
hend  and  secure  for  tn'al  kucIi  a.s  Post  Boy  for  May  20,  1774;  An- 
ihould  have  any  share  in  aiding  or  drewji'a*  Am.  Kev.  i  VfiH}  Kamsay't 
■betting  the  tame.  Boaton  Port  Bojr  Am.  Her.  i  124. 
for  June  27,  1774;  Gordon's  Am.  »  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  249 ;  Unid- 
Rev.  i.  LMH;  Anrlrew«('s  Am.  Rev.  i.  ford,  i.  333.  *•  IIuNhaiid<^  and  wives" 
141;  Rjimsay's  Am.  Row  i.  126;  writes  Gordon, '*  |)arent.H  imd  children, 
Biadfepd,  L  323.  brothers  and  nsterBtloTen^tlie  youn^; 

'  Boston  J'o  t  Hov  for  June  20,  and  the  n!d.  socni  pn^ssessed  of,  or 

1774  ;  Boston  Mews  Letter  for  June  rather  to  be  pos.se8»ed  by,  a  martial 

28, 1774.  ivpirit,  and  are  fired  with  an  enthustaa- 

'  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  247,  240;  tic  ze.il  for  lihcrtv.    In  most  places 

Frothingliiim's  Siege  of  Boston,  7.  but  particularly  in   Berkshire  and 

Salem,  in  particular,  sent  to  Gage  a  Worcester  countie.s,  where  the  iniflu- 

raemorial  against  the  port  WU  breath-  ence  of  government  was  suiipoaed  to 

ing  the  noblc^^t  nnd  piirpHt  spirit,  and  prevail  mo«t.  nothhis,'     to  he  "-cpn  or 

declaring  that  ihcj^  should  be  dead  to  heard  of  excej^t  tiie  purchasing  of  arms 

eveiy  idM  of  juatiofl^  aod  loit  to  all  and  ammmiioon,  the  cuting  at  faidlv 
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deed,  took  still  stronger  ground,  and  declared  that  "If  Ihc  chap. 
king  violates  his  &ith  to,  or  compact  with,  any  o&e  part  of  his 

empire,  he  discharges  the  snbjects  of  that  part  of  their  alle-  im.* 
giance  to  liitn,  dismembers  them  from  his  kiugdom,  and  reducea 
them  to  the  state  of  nature  ;  so  that,  in  such  eai=!e,  ho  ceas^  to 
be  tlieir  king,  and  his  governor,  set  over  such  part  as  his  rep- 
TesentatiTe,  ceases  to  have  any  lawful  autboritj  to  govern  that 
people ;  and  they  are  at  liberty  to  form  themselves  into  an 
independent  state." '  With  such  a  spirit  abroad,  which  was 
daily  strengthening,  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  when  the 
crisis  came,  it  would  be  properly  met.  But  the  loyalista  were 
not  innctive ;  and  (rage  wrote  to  Dartmouth,  "There  is  now 
an  open  o[)[X)sition  to  the  faction,  carried  on  with  a  warmth 
and  spirit  unknown  before^  which  it  is  highly  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  cherish  and  support  by  every  means ;  and  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  long  before  it  produces  salutary  effects.'" 

That  the  new  governor  was  unfit  for  the  position  he  fiDed 
soon  became  evident  to  all  except  his  particular  friends.  Arro- 
gant in  the  discharge  of  his  ofiice,  and  adding  to  incapacity 
gross  iusinccrity  in  his  intercourse  with  the  people,  his  coui-se 
was,  if  any  thing,  more  obnoxious  tlian  that  of  Bernard.  Offi- 
eial  copies  of  the  recent  acts  of  Parliament,  which  "cut  away 
the  scaffolding  of  English  freedom,''  were  received  by  his  ezoel- 
lency  early  in  August ;  and  he  was  instructed  at  all  hazards  to 
put  them  in  force.'  With  these  orders  there  came  a  nomina- 
tion of  thirty-six  councillors,  twenty-four  of  whom  immediately 
accepted.  Tlieir  lirst  meeting  was  held  two  days  after  ;  and  a  Aug.  8. 
meeting  of  the  whole  was  caWed  on  the  sixteenth,  soon  aft^r  Avgae. 
which  the  judges  proceeded  to  hold  courts,  and  the  sherifis  to 
summon  juries.  The  question  of  obedience  now  came  up ;  and 
tlic  people  were  ready  and  prepared  to  meet  it.  The  council* 

and  the  making  of  all  thoRe  preponii-  1775 ;  Fnthingittm'b  Siege  of  Bm- 

tions  which  tc-tify  the  nvM  immeiliate  tOD,  7. 

danger  and  determined  resistance. "  •  Andrews's  Am.  Rev.  L   146  { 

'  Bradford,  L  333, 334.  Fro(hi]«hnm'b  Siege  of  Boaton, «. 
'  Letter  oT  Gage,  in  JPtoL  Reg.  tog 
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CHAP,  lors  who  bad  accepted  their  appoiutmeiits  were  compcUod  to 
resign  or  to  flee  to  Boston ;  and  in  one  of  the  western  towna,^ 

•1774.  the  judges,  on  attempting  to  hold  ooarts,  were  driren  from  the 
bench.*  At  length  the  committee  of  Worcester  saggested  a 
meeting  of  the  diffierent  committees,  to  condnde  upon  a  plan 
of  operation  for  the  province  ;  and  the  Boston  conimifu  e,  at 

Auj.  26  their  recjuc^t,  called  such  a  meeting  at  Faneuil  Ilall,  In  which 
'  it  was  resolved  that  a  Provincial  Congress  was  necessary  to 
counteract  the  systems  of  despotism ;  that,  previous  to  the 
meetiDg  of  sach  Congress  the  oomrts  ought  to  be  opposed,  and 
the  officers  holding  them  be  branded  as  traitors ;  that  "every 
defender  of  the  rights  of  the  province  or  of  the  continent 
ought  to  be  supported  by  tlie  whole  country,  and,  if  need  be, 
by  the  provinoe  and  tliat,  "as  a  necejkiary  moiins  to  secure 
the  rightd  of  the  peojjk-,  the  uiilitury  art,  according  to  the 
Norfolk  plan,  ought  to  be  attentively  practised."  ^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Middlesex  were  the  first  to  act  on  these 
resolves ;  and  at  a  convention  at  Concord  of  one  hundred  and 

Aiis.80.  fifty  delates,  from  every  town  and  district  in  the  county,  It 
was  dedared  l^at  to  obey  the  recent  acts  of  Parliament*'  would 
be  to  annihilate  the  last  vestiges  of  lilier  ty  in  thi:>  province ; 
and  tlierefoie  we  must  be  Jikiiilied  by  God  and  the  world  in 
never  submitting  to  theui.  *  "No  danger,"  they  added,  "shall 
affright,  no  difficulties  intimidate  us ;  and  if^  in  support  of  our 
rights,  we  are  called  to  encounter  even  death,  we  are  yet  un- 
daunted, sensible  that  he  can  never  die  too  soon  who  lays  down 
his  life  in  support  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  his  country."* 

The  governor,  in  view  of  these  proceedings,  determined  to 
call  in  tlic  aid  of  his  troops  to  disperse  public  meetings  and 
protect  the  courts ;  and  hla  first  attempt  was  made  at  Salem, 

'  Great  nanringtOO*  Ooidon't  Am.  '  Frothingham's  Siese  of  Boston, 

Bev.  i.  2  ;3.  1 1 ,  36 1-363,  torn  MSS.  ia  the  Mas. 

'               Ai.i.  Jiev.  i.  126,  127  ;  Hist.  Soc. 

Gordons  Am.  Ilev.  i.  253 ;  Andrews's  '  1  i  ston  News  Letter  for  Sept.  15, 

Am.  K(  V  ;  1(5;  yrothingham'*  Siege  1771;  Frotbtngham**  Siege  of  Bo*- 

of  Boatoii,  10.  ton,  12. 
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where  a  meeting  was  convened  to  elect  delegate  to  a  county  chap. 
ooQvention  to  be  held  at  Ipewich.   Bat  his  proclamation  did 
not  prevent  the  meeting  of  the  convcnlion;  nor  did  the  de-  1774, 

tachmctit  which  he  sent  to  enforce  his  orders  awe  the  p'ojile, 
wlio  tnm.sucled  their  bu.siiieoo  atid  adjoui  ncMl,  luucli  to  the  dis- 
conititurc  of  his  excellency,  who  gratified  his  rescutnicnt  bj 
arresting  three  of  the  originators  of  the  asftembly.* 

His  next  step  was  to  secure  the  cannon  and  powder  of  the 
province ;  and  at  the  instance  of  Brattle,  a  detachment  of  two 
hundred  and  sixtj  men,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maddiran, 
was  sent  at  an  early  hour,  in  thirteen  boats,  to  the  powder  sept.  i. 
house  on  Quui  rv  Hill,  in  that  |)art  of  Charlestown  now  cnlled 
Somerville ;  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  jKiwder  — 
about  thirteen  tons  in  all  —  were  seized  and  carried  off.  An- 
other detachment  was  likewise  Bent  to  Cambridge  and  two 
field  pieces,  lately  procured  for  the  regiment  of  that  place,  were 
taken,  with  which  the  party  proceeded  to  Castle  William.' 
The  ])<  ople,  indignant  at  these  movements,  collected  in  great 
numlxTs.  and  many  were  in  favor  of  attempting  to  recaptnre 
the  powder  and  cannon  ;  but  more  iirudcnt  counsels  pi-<'\ aih'il  j 
and  on  the  following  day  they  repaired  in  a  body  to  tlie  resi-  s^t.  j. 
dence  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Oliv  er,  and  obliged  him  to  resign 
his  office,  and  procured  the  resignation  of  other  important 
officers.'  The  seizure  of  the  stores  of  the  province,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  magnified  into  a  report  that  Boston  had  been 
cannonaded  ;  and  bells  were  rung,  and  beacon  fires  were  light- 
ed, \vhi( }»  called  iu  crowds  from  the  country  towns,  and  even 
from  other  provinces,  who,  with  arms  in  their  banda,  hastened 
to  the  supposed  scene  of  danger.^ 

'  (inrdon's  Am.   Rov.    i.   2.13  ;  Am.  Rev.  i.   127  ;  FrotliiiiKham's 

Frulhiimhuai's  Siege  of  Boston,  V6.  Siege  of  Boston,  14,and  Hist.  Charle*- 

*  J.  Adnms  I>nry,  in  Worita,  iL  town,  802-S05. 

:j70  :   Cinrd  i\  Am.  Rev.  i.  2o4 ;  *  J.  Ad  »ms's  Phn-.  in  Works  ii. 

Frothingh  uu'b  Siege  of  Boston,  13,  ;  Gage  to  Dartmouth,  Sept.  2d, 

and  Hiitt  Charleotown,  3U1,  302.  1774;  Prothingham^s  Sie^  of  Bo#- 

'  Boston  Gazelle  for  Sept.  5,  1774  ;  ton,  14,  and  Hist.  CharlesiowTi,  302- 

Lordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  2a4  j  Baawy's  306 1  Linooln's  Hist  Worcester,  06w 
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CHAP.  F^iitisfiod  by  this  time  that  he  had  kincllod  a  fire  which  oo!)]d 
'^^^  ^  easily  qaenched,  the  goyernor,  in  his  despatches  to  Eog- 
1774.  land,  declared  {hat  the  flames  of  sedition  had  spread  imiver- 
sally  {brooghont  the  country  beyond  conception ; "  and  that 
notliing  could  be  done  bnt  by  forcible  menns.^  Bat  the  jwple 
scorned  his  uiosl  violent  menaces ;  and  no  pains  were  spared 
to  Froure  and  secrete  their  remaininp"  storp«.  Hence  cannon 
and  muslcets  were  stealthily  removed  from  Boston  to  the  couo- 

8iip.  16.  try ;  and  the  gnns  were  taken  from  an  old  battery  in  Charles- 
town,  where  the  navy  yard  now  is.* 

Previons  to  this  date,  Qage  had  resolved  to  erect  fortificar 
tions  on  the  neck,  which  commanded  the  entrance  to  the  town : 

Septs,  and  the  people,  alarmed  at  these  demon j^t rations,  protested, 
through  the  selcctuien,  against  his  proceed incrs.  Hi*:  excel- 
lency replied  that  it  was  necessary  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  troops,  and  that  he  had  no  design  to  stop  up  the  aTenoe, 
or  to  check  the  ingress  or  egress  of  the  peaceably  disposed. 
Accordingly  he  went  on  with  the  works,  and  soon  mounted 
two  twenty-foor  pounders  and  eight  nine  ponnders.  The  select' 

Stpt.  men  again  protested,  and  declared  that  such  conduct,  in  their 
estimation,  evinood  a  determination  to  reduce  the  metroj.olii 
to  tlie  state  of  a  g-arriwn  ;  bnt  his  excellency  repeated  his  for- 
mer assurances,  and  suggested  that,  as  he  was  peaceably  dis- 
posed, if  the  people  would  be  likewise  peaceable  no  difficulties 
would  arise.  Thus  the  controyersj  continued*  The  governor 
persisted  in  adhering  to  his  plana,  and  the  people  commented 
upon  his  course  with  a^perity.^ 

Sept.  6.  In  the  mean  time  the  Continental  Con'(;rkss  assembled  at 
Carpenter's  Hall,  in  Pliihid(  Iphia.  Peyton  liaiidolph  was 
chosen  president,  and  Charles  Thomson  secretary.  The  meet> 
ings  were  opened  with  prayer,  and  the  oonT^tion  was  organ- 

'  Frothingham*8  Gkgp  of  Botton,  *  Oordon't  Am.  "Rer.  I  254,  2M ; 

!4.  Jour.  Cont  Com^'.  i.  14  1);  Frotli- 

"  Frothin|;hani'8  Siege  of  Boston,  iqgham's         of  liostOD,  16,  17. 
lu,  a!td  lii><u  Charlestown,  .HXi. 
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ized  with  all  the  soIemnitieB  of  a  regnlar  legishturoJ  The  cbap. 
most  eminent  men  of  America  were  there ;  and  all  were  im- 

pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  business  they  had  met  to  1774. 
transact.'  The  liberties  of  three  millions  of  people  were  at 
stake ;  the  waves  of  tyi^nny  were  sweeping  over  the  land ; 
and  whether  they  would  be  able  to  breast  those  waves  depend- 
ed upon  their  prudence,  their  calmnesSi  and  unity.  Is  it  sur- 
prising that,  at  first,  a  deathlike  silence  pervaded  the  meeting? 
This  silence  was  broken  by  Patrick  Henry,  the  Demosthenes 
of  his  day,  who,  with  the  glowing  eloquence  for  which  he  was 
distinguished,  recited  the  wrongs  which  the  people  had  endured, 
for  whicli  rcdres.^  was  imjKTiously  deuiauded.  His  speech  was 
at  once  both  nobie  and  manly ;  and  on  taking  his  seat,  mur- 
murs of  applause  and  astonishment  were  heard.  The  gifled 
Lee,  who  has  been  compared  to  Cicero,  participated  in  the 
debate,  in  an  address  of  classic  elegance,  which  filled  the  car 
with  bewitching  harmony,  and  charmed  the  senses  with  exqui- 
site imnsrery.  But  eloquence  alone  did  not  <  art  y  tlio  day. 
Ripened  wisdom,  calm  reflection,  delicacy,  caution,  and  all  the 
elements  which  are  essential  to  the  conduct  of  a  deliboratiTe 
assembly,  were  possessed  by  that  body  in  a  remarkable  degree ; 
and  these  qualities,  which  can  alone  direct  with  entire  success 
measures  affecting  the  destinies  of  a  continent,  enabled  them  to 
move  on  with  dignity  and  power.* 

Three  weeks  were  spent  in  reading  addrei>8es,  appointing 


'  For  a  ]ht  of  the  mcmht  rs,  nearly  it  and  depends  upon  it.**    J.  Ail  ims'a 

half  of  whom  were  hwyerf,  see  the  Diarv.  in  Works,  iL  341.  Comp. 

JoumaU  of  the  Congrcm,  L  3, 4.  The  Keed*a  Reed,  L  75 ;  Ram^yV  Am. 

cnmrmttee  for  Missvichusotts   toi)k  Ilcv.  i.  133;  Grahnnin.  ii.  403 ;  and 

their  de|nrture  from  Boston  on  the  Lord  Mahoo'it  Hist.  Eng.  n.  14. 
loth  of  Augmt  J.  AdjTDB'ii  Disrv,  iit      *  J.  Adamn's  IMarv,  in  Work«,  iL 

Work".,  ii.  JJf);  also,  ibid.  36.5,  3GS.  SCj-'JOS;  I^rd  Mihon'H  Hi^.  Eti-. 

•  "Mr.  Dcanc  says  the  sense  of  vi  15 ;  Wirt'';  Pntrick  Henry,  124— 

Connecticut  in,  that  the  resoluLionn  of  126.    It  is  s.ud  ihxl  the  ministry  in 

the  Ckwgrfiwt  skill  Itc  the  bws  of  the  Etij?l  md  sent  1  irge  sums  to  New  York. 

Modes  and  Persians;  that  the  Con-  to  hrihe  thv  ili  !t%Mtos  from  that  colo- 

gTe«H  is  the  gnuidesl  aud  mo«t  imjjor-  uy  to  oppose  the  uroceediugn  of  tiie 

tent  body  ever  held  m  Anmrntt  \  and  Coh^m.  Gordon*!  Am.  ReV.  1 284» 
that  the  aU  of  Ameriea  ii  btnieted  10 
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CHAP,  committees,  and  preparing  for  business ;  when,  liaTiog  approved 
the  Boston  resolutions,  towards  the  last  of  the  month  it  was 
1774.  resolved  unammoosly  "  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
^'  December  next  there  he  no  importation  into  British  Amerio^ 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer* 
chuudise  whatever,  or  from  any  other  |>hico  of  any  ^uch  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandises  as  shall  have  l>o<  n  exported  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  that  no  ^wch  goods,  &c.f  imported 
after  the  said  first  day  of  December  nest  be  need  or  par' 

8«p.ao.  chased."^  Three  days  later  another  resolve  was  passed,  that 
"  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775,  the  expor- 
tation of  all  merchandise,  and  every  commodity  whatsoever,  to 
Great  JJriUuji,  Ireland,  and  the  West  Indies,  ought  to  cca^e, 
unless  the  grievances  of  America  are  redressed  before  that 
time."^ 

With  these  preliminaries  settled,  the  convention  was  pre- 
pared for  the  adoption  of  further  measareB ;  and  a  oommittee 
OcL  1.  was  appointed  to  brin^  in  a  loyal  address  to  the  king,  datifblly 
requesting  his  attention  to  the  grievances  which  alarmed  and 

distressed  his  subjects  in  North  America ;  an  able  declaration 
Oct.  14.  of  rights,  embodifil  in  eleven  articles,  was  reported,  debated, 
Oct.  18.  and  pushed  ;  au  address  to  the  peojde  of  England  was  draughtr 
Get*  19.  ed,  another  to  the  people  of  Canada,  and  a  memorial  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  American  colonies ;  a  non-importar 
Oct.  20.  tion  agreement  was  drawn  up  and  subscribed ;  and  a  letter  to 
Oet  2S.  the  agents  of  the  colonies  in  England  was  prepared.'  Id  all 
things  the  business  of  the  convention  was  conducted  with  pro- 
priety ;  and  after  its  session  had  continued  for  seven  weeks, 
the  meeting  wa.s  di.s^olved. 
Every  eye  was  now  fi&cU  upon  Boston,  once  the  seat  of 

*  Jour.  Cont,  Cong.  1.  21.  scq. ;  I.orcl  MahoiiN  IIKt.  V.ni*.  vi.  15, 
'  Jour.  Cont.  Cong.  i.  21.  16.    The  declaration  of  rights  «ai 

*  Jour.  Cont.  Cong,  i,  22,  26-68 ;  suhstintially  the  nme  as  that  adopted 
Andrews's  Am,  Kev.  L   Io7-l70;  by  the  people  of  Boston,  an  absttaet 
Gordon's  Am.  Mow  i.  2  jH-2(>s ;  J.  of  whicii  has  already  been  given. 
Adom&'s  Diary,  in  Works,  iL  370  et 
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cominorce  and  plenty,  and  inhabited  by  an  enterprising  and  chap. 
hoapitable  people.  The  cause  in  which  it  suffered  was  regarded 
as  the  oommon  cause  of  the  conntrj.  A  hostile  fleet  lay  in  its  1774. 
harbor ;  hostile  troops  paraded  its  streets.  The  tents  of  an 
army  dotted  its  Common ;  cannon  were  planted  in  commanding 
positions.  Its  port  was  closed  ;  its  wharves  were  deserted  ; 
its  commerce  wus  paralyzed  ;  it??  ^hops  were  shut ;  and  many 
were  reduced  from  affluence  to  poverty.  Yet  a  resolute  spirit 
inspired  them  sdii.  Loyalists,  indeed,  were  numerous  aud 
ardenti  exnltiDg  over  the  sorrows  and  distresses  of  their  neigh- 
bors. Bnt  with  whaterer  confidence  they  relied  npon  the  mil- 
itary talents  of  the  governor,  and  his  fixed  resolution  to  enforce 
his  instructions,  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  knew  no  despair  ;  and 
the  "  Ijiborty  Soncr,"  set  to  the  tune  of  "  Smile  Britannia,"  bade 
the  citizens  of  the  beleaguered  town 

**  Be  not  dismayed ! 

Though  t)Tant9  now  oppress, 
lliotigfa  fleets  and  troops  inTade^ 

You  soon  will  have  redress. 
The  resolution  of  the  braTe 
Will  iiyured  Maancbiuetto  nve."* 

For  a  time  nnnsaal  qnietness  reigned ;  so  much  so  that  Gage 
and  the  officers  of  the  army  began  to  flatter  themselves  that 

the  people  were  subdued.^  But  (hi-  stillness  was  ominous,  and 
would  hfive  l>een  so  construed  V>y  his  (wt  rlUjiiey,  bad  he  been 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  people.  Sub- 
mission was  the  last  thought  of  the  patriots  of  Boston.  They 
were  preparing  for  resistancOi  preparing  in  secret,  preparing 

*  Buex  Gazette  for  Oct.  2ff,  1774  {  and  conftinoiii  and,  w  soon  as  the  de- 

Frothin^'luiin's  Siej^  of  Boutin.  "^0,  termination  of  O rent  Britain  tn  despise 

where  the  whole  sod^  in  six  verses,  their  resolves  and  petitions  is  knownif 

is  ^vm,  ill  will  be  ven*  quiet"  Letter  of  Nov. 

-  "The  faction  in  Boston  is  now  3,  1774.  in  I^rothingfaam**  8teg»  of 

very  low.    Believe  me,  all  mnks  of  Boston^  40,  uotai 
people  are  heartily  tired  of  disorder 
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CHAP,  with  a  fixed,  determinate  purpose.   The  town  avus  full  of  clnV? 

^3^!!^  caucuses,  wliit'h  wen.'  iise<l  with  cflect  to  .secure  uiiity  of 
1774.  actiou  ;  and  the  iiardy  mcchaiiicv>:,  who  had  done  so  mucli  to 
promote  the  industrial  prosperity  of  the  metropolis,  and  who 
now  acted  as  patrols,  were  the  steady  supporten  of  the  patriot 
cause.  In  Tain  were  the  artifices  of  loyalists  employed  Is 
seduce  them  to  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  exoelkncv ; 
and  when  their  services  were  required  at  the  barracks,  "all 

8tp.26.  the  earpciiters  of  the  town  and  country  "left  off  work;  and 
British  gold  was  powerless  to  tempt  tljem,  thougli  "  hundrttis 
were  ruined,  and  thousands  were  half  starved."  *  Kay,  they 
went  farther,  and  obstructed  the  works  of  the  governor.  Hk 
supplies  of  straw  were  set  on  fire ;  bis  boats  conveying  bricb 
were  sunk;  and  his  wagons  laden  with  timber  were  over 
turned. • 

Sov  should  the  nohle  example  of  woman  lie  forerotten. 
Mothers  and  daughters  infused  their  own  earnest,  principled 
spirit  of  resisfanec  to  tyranny  into  the  bosoms  of  fathers  and 
sonS)  and  addressed  to  them  words  of  persuasion  and  enconrage' 
ment ;  and  none  more  cheerfully  than  th^  submitted  to  privi' 
tions,  or  encountered  the  trials  which  foil  with  peculiar  hardship 
on  their  sex.  Exposed  to  the  brutal  passions  of  the  soldierr, 
and  conscious  that  they  were  brinjring  u|)on  tliomselvoF  ntnnifold 
sorrows,  they  yet  counfcelled  not  with  fear  ;  but,  devuliug  ihtnt 
selves  t^)  the  cause  of  their  country,  tliey  were  ready  to  sacrifice 
home  and  its  charms,  life  and  its  endearments^  and  all  the 
countless  blessings  of  peace,  rather  than  give  up — what  was 
dearer  than  all — liberty,  without  which  life  is  a  curse.  Those 
gentler  emotions  which  are  their  ornament  and  pride,  and  even 
their  natural  u\  ersion  to  Mood,  were,  for  the  time,  to  irive  way 
to  a  sterner  and  more  resohitc  temper.  Yet,  withal,  they 
moved  in  the  new  sphere  opened  to  them  with  the  same  qui^ 
dignity  and  the  same  deep  tenderness  which  render  their  pres- 

'  Onrdon'K  Am.  Kev.  i.  L'TO ;  Froth-       *  Odrdnn's  Am.  Rev.  i.  252j  Lofd 
ingliara's  Hicge  ot  Boston,  26,  2t>.        Maliou'«  Hisu  Eug.  vi.  12. 
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cucc  a  blessing  at  all  tiinos ;  and  the  delicate  officeg  which  chap. 
none  but  their  hands  oould  bo  well  perform,  in  the  hour  of  trial  J^;^^ 
assaaged  the  pain  of  many  a  woondf  and  reliered  the  ghaatUr  1774. 
noBB  and  horrors  of  death. 

Writs  were  issued  early  in  SeptemW  convening  the  General  Sapt  L 
'  Court  at  Salem  on  the  fifth  of  October ;  but  before  that  time 
arrived,  a  proclamation  iVom  tlie  governoi-  dis.-()lv(.'(l  the  asscm- s«p.  28, 
bly.  For  this  step  the  patriots  of  the  province  were  prepared ; 
and,  pursuant  to  the  course  which  had  been  already  agreed 
npon,  after  meeting  on  the  appointed  day,  they  resolved  them-  Ovll 
selves  into  a  Pbovikcial  Congbbss.^  The  first  session  of  this 
body,  so  memorable  in  onr  annals,  was  held  at  Salem  on  Fri- 
day, tlie  seventh  of  October ;  the  meeting  was  temporarily  oct.  7. 
organized  by  choosing  John  Hancock  chairman  and  Benjamin 
Lincoln  clerk,  and  was  adjourned  to  the  following  Tuesday, 
then  to  meet  at  the  court  house  in  Concord.^  Finding  the 
court  house  too  small  for  their  purpose,  however,  the  meeting  oet  il 
house  was  procured ;  the  Congress  was  permanently  oiganized 
by  choosing  John  Hancock  president  and  Benjamin  Lincoln 
clerk ;  and  provisions  were  made  for  opening  the  session  each 
day  with  prayer.'    A  comuiittce  on  the  state  of  the  province 
was  next  appointed  ;  and  an  address  to  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor was  reported,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Oet  Ul 
Boston  newspapers;^  the  several  constables  and  collectors 
throughout  the  province,  having  moneys  in  their  hands  paya- 
ble to  the  order  of  Harrison  Qray,  Esq.,  were  advised  to  retain 
the  same,  subject  to  the  advice  of  a  constitutional  assembly  ;  ^ 
and  the  convention  was  atljuurned  to  the  town  of  Cambridge. 

On  afscmbliii'^  at  tlii-^  |)lace,  a  message  from  tiie  governor  Oct.  17. 
was  read  to  the  meeting,  in  which,  after  speaking  of  his  inten- 

'  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  3, 4;  Gordon's  the  list  of  the  membm  is  given;  Gor- 

Am.  Rev.  i.  268 ;  RaintaT^t  Am.  dtmV  Am.  Kev.  i.  269. 

K«v.  i.  129;  Andrews's  Am.  Ret.  L  •  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  16^  16)  Qor> 

150;  Lord  M.hou's          Eng.  tL  d«i*8  Am.  Rev.  i.  2(59. 

17;  Froihingiiaui's  Siegu  of  Boston,  *  Jour.  Prov.  dnig.  17,  18}  Gor* 

41.  don's  Am.  Rev.  i.  269. 

*  Jour.  Frav.  Cong.  7-15,  where  *  Jour.  frov.  Coog.  18. 
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CHAP.  tiOB  to  pmae  his  measores  for  oonstmcting  a  fortress  in  Bos 
ton,  he  declnrcd  tliat  Britain  could  "  never  harbor  the  hlack 
1774.  desiirn  of  wantonly  di^stroying  or  cnsIaTing  any  j>eople  on 
earth,"  and  warned  them  of  the  "  rock  they  were  upon,"  and 
required  them  to  "  desist  £rom  floch  illegal  and  unoonstitatioDEl 
procoedingB."  ^  For  some  days  the  bwiees  of  the  Congraa 
was  conducted  irith  closed  doors ;  oommlttees  of  safety,  of 
inquiry,  and  on  the  state  of  the  proTfnoe  were  appointed  ;  and 
every  tliin«r  was  done  tiiut  could  be  to  prepare  for  the  crisis 
w^hich  was  rapidly  hai^teninu:.  A  protest  ajrainst  slavery  was 
likewise  introduced,  "  purportiiig  the  propriety,  that,  while  we 
are  attempting  to  free  onrselyes  from  our  present  emhomss- 
ments,  and  preserve  ourselTes  from  slavery,  we  also  take  into 
consideration  the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  negro  slaves 
in  this  province."  And  it  shoold  be  said,  to  the  honor  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,  —  who  had  ever  at  heart  been  oji- 
po?cd  10  this  institution,  who  had  lesrislatcd  for  its  suppre&aion, 
and  who  fell  the  incongistrncy  of  holding  in  bondage  one  clasg 
of  their  fellow-beings  while  they  were  struggling  to  secure 
their  own  freedom, — that  this  subject,  once  introduced,  was 
never  lost  sight  of  until  measures  were  taken  which  ended  in 
the  extinction  of  so  great  an  evil.* 

Oct.  26.  As  the  iniprovement  of  the  militia  was  an  object  of  impor- 
tance, arraiiireiuents  were  made  for  increasing  the  quantity  of 
wai  like  stores,  and  organizing  an  army  ;  and  the  several  towns 
and  districts  in  the  province  were  advised  to  "sec  that  each 

Dae.  10.  of  the  ntwiiite  men  not  already  provided  therewith  should  be 
immediately  equipped  with  an  effective  firearm,  bayonet,  pouch, 
knapsack,  and  thirty  rounds  of  cartridge  and  balls,  and  be 
disciplined  three  times  a  week,  and  oftener  as  opportunity  may 
offer       and  in  the  second  Congress,  where  an)  deficiency  in 

'  Jour.  Prov,  Con(^.  20^  21 }  Oor»  the  militia  if  railed  into  action ;  hut 

don's  Am.  Rev.  i.  269.  Prehlp  did  not  accoj  t,  and  John 

'  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  29.  Thonia'^  and  William  llcaih  were  «ub- 

'  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  33,  34,47,71.  sequcntly  appointed.  Gordon,  I  270; 

Jcdediifi  I'rrhlf,  Artt  niis  Wird.  and  Rimsav    Am.  Rev.  i.  130;  Frotfaoil|^ 

8eth  Pomeroy  were  elected  geo-  ham's         of  Boston,  41,  42. 
ml  o0c«n»  to  have  the  qomirMuifl  of 
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aniuB  or  aooontremeiitB  was  found,  fte  selectmen  of  the  towns  chap. 
were  instraeted  to  supply  the  same  "ont  of  the  town  stock ; 

and  in  case  of  a  deficiency  there,  to  apply  to  such  inhabitants  1774. 
as  can  Viest  spare  tlieir  arms  or  accoutrements^,  and  to  borrow 
or  purchase  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  so  enlist- 
ing." ^  A  receiver  general  was  likewise  chosen,  to  act  as  the  Get.  ss. 
treasurer  of  the  province^  and  Henry  Gardner  was  selected  for 
that  purpose  sympathy  was  ezpreeeed  for  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton and  its  neighbor,  Charlestown ;  *  the  proceedings  of  the 
Continental  Congress  were  approved,  and  delegates  to  a  new 
Conj^CRs  wore  chosen  :  *  an  addrej-a  to  the  clcrtrv  was  pre- 
pared ;  '*  a  committoe  was  appointed  to  report  on  the  popula- 
tion of  the  province^  and  the  state  of  manufactures;^  an  ad- 
dress was  sent  ont "  to  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  and  districfs  of  Massachosetts  Bay ; and  after 
providing  for  calling  a  fbtnre  Congress,  the  meeting  was  dis-  Dm.  10. 

solved,® 

Loyalists,  in  the  mean  time,  had  alpo  been  active;  and 
throughout  the  province  they  had  been  concocting  measures 
for  the  fortherance  of  the  work  in  which  the  governor  was 
engaged.  Timothy  Bnggles,  of  Hardwick,  was  one  of  their 
leaders ;  and,  at  his  instance,  papers  wm  drawn  up,  to  be  cir- 
eul&ted  in  every  town,  calling  upon  the  "  friends  to  govern- 
ment" to  form  an  association  to  eounteract  the  designs  of  the 
Provincial  Congrcj^.*  Nor  was  thi?  all.  The  number  of 
troops  quartered  in  Boston  had  been  greatly  augmented ;  so 
that  in  November  the  force  consisted  of  eleven  raiments  and  N«v. 
the  artillery  \  and  in  December  five  hundred  marines  landed  Jho. 
from  the  Asia.^^  This  army  was  in  *'high  spirits ; "  provisions 

'  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  20P.  210.  '  Jour.  Proy.  Cong.  (')l>-72. 

•  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  3H,  39,  45.  •  Jour.  Prov.  Cong.  73,  74. 

•  Jour.  Piw.  Cong.  M,  50.  •  Jour.  Prov,  Cong.  68,  and  Bostoa 

*  Jour.  Prov.  Cortf^.  .56,  57.    John  News  Letter  for  Dec.  29, 1774,  when 
llancock,  Thomas  Cushingf  Samuel  the  form  of  association  is  given. 
AdaaiB,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  *"  Boaton  News  Letter  fbr  Oct  SO, 
Treat  Paine  were  the  persons  eekcted.  1774;  FrotWnghMH'e  Siege  of  Boe* 

»  Jour.  Pn»v.  f 'nnt^r  ^  tOD*  4S. 

*  Jour.  ProY.  Coag.  6i-t>u, 
TOL.  II.  82 
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CHAP,  were  plenty,  uid  they  had  little  to  do  but  to  moont  gvaid, 
parade,  and  boast  of  their  pfowen.  The  calmnefls  of  the  peo- 
IT74.  pie  was  viewed  as  an  evidcmce  of  timidity  or  cowardice ;  and 

officers  wrote  to  their  friends,  "As  to  what  you  hear  of  their 
taking  arms  to  roBit^t  Uie  force  of  Englaud,  it  is  mere  bullying, 
and  will  go  no  further  than  words.  Whenever  it  comes  to 
blowfly  he  that  can  nm  the  fiistest  will  think  himself  best  oflL 
Believe  me,  any  two  regiments  here  oogfat  to  be  decimated  if 
they  do  not  beat,  in  the  field,  the  whole  force  of  the  liasaur 
drasetts  province ;  for  though  they  are  numerous,  they  are  bat 
a  mob,  without  order  or  discipline,  aud  very  awkward  at  hao- 
dlinir  tl(«'ir  arms."  * 
1775.  At  the  openirij^  of  the  new  year,  Boston  was  garrisoned  by 
thirty-five  hundred  soldiers  of  the  king|  and  Qag^  who  was 
Ju.17.  already  confident  of  sncceas,  wrote  to  Dartmoiith  fliat,  ^if  a 
respectable  force  Is  seen  in  the  field,  the  most  obnoxions  of  the 
leaders  seized,  and  a  pardon  proclaimed  for  all  others,  govern- 
ment  will  come  off  victorious,  and  with  less  opposition  lliau 
was  expected  a  few  mouths  ago."*  But  his  excellcucv  iaier 
esUmated  the  forbearance  of  the  people.  Hitherto,  violent 
oonnselB  liad  been  deprecated,  not  firom  the  want  of  a  will  to 
resist,  but  because  such  resistance,  without  snffideiit  provoosr 
lion,  might  have  been  used  to  thdr  disadvantage,  and  wonld 
have  been  regretted  by  the  pmdent  In  other  colonies.  The 
patriots  of  Boston,  tliercfore,  were  determined  not  to  be  the 
aggressors,  but  to  submit  to  indignities  and  insults,  if  possible, 
without  retaliating.  Besides,  delay  was  necessary  to  perfect 
their  measures  and  increase  their  resonroes }  and  as  a  resort 
to  arms  at  this  stage  of  affairs  would  have  found  the  provinoe 
poorly  supplied  wilh  the  munitions  of  war,  there  was  nothiog 
to  be  lost,  but  every  thing  to  be  gained,  by  patiently  awaiting 


'  Gordon's  Am.  Tlev.  L;  Frothing-  1775;  Boston  Xews  Letter  for  Jan. 
ham'H  Siege  of  bo'^tou,  44.  5, 177<i }  Frothingham'g  Siege  of  Bot- 

*  Gage  to  Dartmouth,  Jan.  17,  ton,  46b 
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the  aetioii  of  the  gomiior,  and  leaving  erenia  to  shape  them-  chap. 
8el¥W.» 

The  first  STmptoma  of  the  approaching  struggle 
a  quarter  least  expected.  The  Rugglcs  covenant,  which  has 
already  been  alluded  to,  had  hoen  diligently  circulated ;  and 
in  the  old  colony  it  found  a  nunil)er  of  signers.  In  Marshfield, 
in  particular,  the  "loyal  association"  became  quite  large;* 
and  as  the  patriots  of  the  neighborhood  evinced  a  detennini^ 
tion  to  make  them  recant^  they  hastily  applied  to  Gage  for 
relief  who  sent  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men,  under  Gap-  i«b.  s& 
tain  Balfour  and  three  subalterns,  with  two  field  pleees  and 
three  hundred  stands  of  arms,  for  their  protection.  But  the 
presence  of  such  a  force,  however  exact  the  disci j)line  pre- 
served, could  not  fail  to  excite  alarm ;  and  though  they  boast- 
ed that  ''every  faithful  subject  to  his  iung''  was  enabled 
**  finely  to  utter  his  thoughts,  drinic  his  tea,  and  lull  his  sheep 
as  profiisely  as  he  pleases^"  an  address  was  sent  to  the  gov- 
ernor from  the  selectmen  of  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Duxbury,  TA, 
Pembroke,  II auovcr,  and  Scituatc,  protesting  against  the  course 
he  had  pursued,  and  requesting  their  recall.^  The  sccorid  Tro- 
vindal  Congress  was  in  session  at  this  time  *  and  upon  the 
reception  of  a  copy  of  this  address,  passed  a  vote  approving  p«kl4. 
(he  vigilance  of  the  patriots,  and  recommending  them  "  stead- 
ily to  persevere  m  the  same  Ime  of  conduct  which  has,  in  this 
instance,  so  justly  entitled  them  to  the  esteem  of  their  feUow- 

*  "The  finrdtude," 

Am.  Rev.  I  279,    with  which  the  rial  vengouoce  has  Mien  first  on  the 

town  of  Boston  supjxjrts  its  present  capital  ot  Mussachusetta,  as  in  conae- 

distresscs,  and  tiie  determinatiou  it  quence  of  it  they  have  enjoyed  the 

diieoTOi  to  endun  as  much  as  human  oppoitttiiity  of  providing  against  the 

nature  can,  other  tJiaii  betniv  the  worst  thit  may  he  attemptwl  in  Older 

American  cause  and  endanger  the  Ub-  to  reduce  them  to  subjection.'* 
evties  of  potterity,  will  fteeiue  it  the      *  An  article  in  Rinngton's  QMelte 

cncomlumH  offiiturr  <;ini('rations.  Not  of  Feb.  9,  ITT.'j,  repremlB  the  Btt|l|> 

a  town  or  dtv  in  all  the  colonies  would  ber  aa  two  hundred. 

have  been  likely  to  have  exhibited  so      *  Boeton  Post  Boy  for  Feb.  27, 

gloriotM  a  specLicle.  had  it  been  cilled  1775 ;  Winsor's  Duxbun',  127,  128. 

out  to  !\  ^mil  tr  tri  il ;   iiid  nil  the       *  It  met  at  Ounbiru^ge>  Feb,  I, 

friends  of  .\meric;»n  liberty  through-  1776.    Jour.  77, 

oat  the  ooatiiieat  may  oongmtidate 
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CHAP,  countrjrmen,  and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  u]*ou  the  Uliavior  of 
those  who  arc  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  our  liberties."  * 
177^  The  expedition  to  Marshfield  was  followed  hj  one  to  Salem, 
'  where  a  &w  hna  cannon  and  gon  carriagsB  were  depoailed. 
The  troope  detached  for  this  pnrpose  were  placed  ander  Gob- 
nel  Ledie,  and  embarked  on  Snnday,  landed  at  Marblehead  ia 
the  afternoon,  while  the  people  were  at  meeting,  and  ni  i relied 
to  the  towu  by  the  way  of  the  North  Bridge.  Ou  arriving  at 
this  spot,  however,  they  found  their  progress  arrested,  ths 
draw  of  the  bridge  being  hoisted  to  prevent  their  passage. 
The  colonel  ordered  it  to  be  lowered,  but  was  answered,  It » 
a  private  waj,  and  yon  have  no  anthor%  to  pass  over  it" 
He  then  prepared  to  seize  two  gondolas  which  were  moored 
near  by ;  but  their  owners  jumped  in,  and  began  to  scuttle 
them.  A  scuffle  ensued,  and  the  soldiers  thrust  at  the  people 
with  their  bayonets? ;  but,  by  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Barnard, 
a  clergjrman  of  Salem,  a  compron^i^^f'  was  effected,  and  the 
bridge  was  lowered,  after  Leslie  had  given  a  pledge  that  he 
would  not  march  more  than  thirty  rods  beyond  it  Thus 
Uoo^phed  was  prevented,  and  the  brave  colonel, 

"Without  lots  of  time  or  men, 
Veered  round  for  Boston  back  igain, 
Aod  tami  w  well  their  prqjecta  ihm, 
Hut  every  eoiil  got  home  tiSm.* ' 

Meanwhile,  in  England,  the  affidrs  of  America  were  again 

discussed,  and  the  debates  in  both  llousej^  were  full  and  uui- 
mated.  Josiah  Quincy,  one  of  the  ti'uest  of  the  Boriiuu  patri- 
ots, bad  recently  arrived  in  London,  and  was  present  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  the  minutes  from  his  pen  are  the  more  valuable 

'  Tonr.  Prnv  Cong.  103, 104.  Andrews's  Am.  Rev.  L  287 ;  Brad- 

*  UeuUeman's  Mapane  for  1772 ;  ford.  I  365, 366 ;  Felt's  UisL  Satem; 

Boetoo  Kewe  Letter  for  Mareh  2,  Frothingham's  Siege  of  BoMoii,  47, 

177d;  Ahnon's  Keraembnuiccr  for  48.    The  lines  in  the  text  eietal 

1775,  60;  Essex  ihrrru-  for  Feb.  Xrumbuli's  M'FiflglJ. 
1775  i  Oordoa'tt  Aai.  iicv.  u  jU j,  306  j 
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from  the  fiict  that  this  ma  the  last  serrioe  he  was  able  to  ren-  chap. 

der  his  country,  his  death  following  sooa  after.*  Dcrnard  and 
Hutohmsou  were  "  incessant  in  their  applications  to  adniinis-  1775. 
tration ; "  all  the  measures  against  America  were  planned 
and  poshed  on "  by  them  ;  and  thej  "  gave  the  most  positive 
asBoraaoe  of  success."'  Lord  North  had  repeatedly  said, 
"We  must  try  what  we  can  do  to  sopport  the  authority  we 
have  claimed  oyer  America  *  if  we  are  defective  in  power,  we 
mu:?t  .-sii  down  contented,  and  make  the  be.st  terms  we  can  ; 
and  nobody  then  can  blame  us  after  we  have  done  our  utmost ; 
but  till  we  have  tried  what  we  can  do,  w(;  can  never  be  josti* 
fied  in  receding ;  and  we  ought  to  and  sbaU  be  wj  carefol 
not  to  Jadge  a  thing  impoBsible  because  it  may  be  difficolt ; 
nay,  we  ought  to  tiy  what  we  can  effecti  beibre  we  can  detet^ 
mine  upon  its  impracticability.^'  Snch  being  the  state  of 
feeling  in  England,  is  it  surprising  tliat  arbiuiuy  lueii^ures 
should  have  been  vehemently  counselled?  Indeed,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged by  a  recent  historian  of  that  country  that  "there 
waa  then  a  general  tendency  at  home  to  nndenralae  the  colo* 
oies ;  and  they,  and  more  especially  the  natiTes  of  New  Eng- 
land, were  often  called  by  the  name  of  TANKSESt  whidi  had 
grown  to  be,  in  some  measure,  a  term  of  reproach."  "  To 
such  an  extent;'  he  adds,  "  did  thw?e  disj)araging  reflections 
proceed,  that  a  doubt  was  even  uttered  whether  the  Americaos 
posseesed  the  same  natural  courage  as  the  English."  * 

It  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  after  the  usual  Ju. 
holiday  recess,  that  the  American  question  was  brought  foi^ 
ward  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  when 

1  Gordua,  Am.  Her.  L  282  et  seq.,  ted  to  on  audience  of  his  nuycAty,  and 

qnoCai  from  Quincy'a  Journal.  Comp.  tended  much  byhbauireprocptations 

Onhaine,  iL  iOi  i  Quinpjr't  Idfo  of  to  conBrm  the  ^vemmcnt  in  tiw 

QniDey.  hopes  which  they  had  ibrmed.** 

*  CMiiey,iiiG<ndoii,l881  «0<»v-      >  Quincv,m Gordon. L28S.  "Lord 

enior  r[(nvnall]  assureil  mc  that  all  N.  rt>j)eitL'alv  said  to  me,"  5Lc, 
the  measures"  &c.  Comp.  Lord  Ma-      *  Lord  Muhon's  HisL  Eng.  rl  7. 
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CHAP,  the  bar  was  orowded  with  Amerioam^  among  whom  stood 
coDSpioaons  the  ▼eDerable  FraakliiL  An  addresB  to  the  kiqg 
vnt.  was  moyed,  to  open  a  way  towards  allaying  the  fenneats  aad 

softoiing  the  ammomties  in  America,  requesting  him  to  order 
the  removal  from  Boston  of  the  troops  under  Gage  as  soon  as 
possikile.  The  hour  of  danger,"  said  Llic  eloijuent  speaker, 
"  must  arrive  unless  these  fatal  acts  of  the  last  aeedon  are  done 
away ;  it  most  anive  in  all  its  horrors.  There  ooght^  there- 
fore^  to  be  no  delay  in  this  matter ;  we  shoold  proceed  to  it 
immediately.  Bni  it  is  not  merdj  repealing  these  acts  that 
can  win  back  America  to  yovir  bosom.  Ton  must  repeal  her 
feai'S  and  her  resentments  j  and  you  may  then  hoj>e  for  her 
love  and  gratitude.  Now,  insulted  with  an  armed  iorce,  irri- 
tated with  a  hostile  an  ay  before  her  eyes,  which  is  a  bar  to 
aA  oonfidenoe  and  cordial  zeooncilementt  her  concessioiis,  even 
if  yon  eoald  ibroe  them,  would  be  snqnetons  and  insinoera. 
We  shall  be  forced  nltunately  to  retract ;  let  as  retract  while 
we  can,  not  when  we  must  Whoever  advises  the  enforcem^t 
of  thc;se  acts  must  do  so  at  his  peril.  They  must  be  repealed ; 
you  will  repeal  them  ;  1  pledge  myself  for  it  that  you  will  in 
the  end  repeal  them.  I  stake  my  reputation  on  it.  I  will 
consent  to  be  taken  for  an  idiot  if  th^  are  not  finally  repealed. 
There  is  no  time  to  be  lost ;  every  moment  is  Ing  with  danger. 
Nay,  whOe  I  am  now  speaking,  the  decisive  blow  may  be  struck, 
and  millions  involved  in  the  consequence.  The  very  first  drop 
of  blood  will  make  a  wound  that  will  not  easily  be  skinned 
over.  Years,  periiaps  ages,  may  not  heal  it.  It  will  be  irri- 
tabile  vulnus  —  a  wound  of  that  rancorous,  malignant,  corrod* 
ing,  festering  nature,  that  in  all  probability  it  will  mortify  the 
whole  body.  Bepeal,  therefore,  my  lords ;  bepsal,  I  say  I 
Thus  will  yon  convince  America  that  yon  mean  to  tiy  her 
cause  in  the  spirit  and  by  the  laws  of  freedom  and  fair  inquiry, 
and  not  V>y  codes  of  blood.  How  can  she  trust  you,  wiUi  the 
bayonet  at  her  breast  ?  She  has  all  the  reason  in  the  world 
to  believe  yon  mean  her  death  or  bondage.   Avoid,  then,  this 
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bmnilwtiiig,  diefgraeefol  neoesBify .  To  oondnde^  If  tJie  waam-  chap. 
ten  thus  persevere  In  miBftdyising  and  mideadingf  liie  king,  I  3^ 

will  uot  say  that  they  can  aiituatc  the  affections  of  his  sub-  1770. 
jects  from  the  crown,  but  I  will  aflinu  that,  the  American  jewel 
out  of  it,  they  will  make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing.  I 
will  not  say  that  the  king  is  betrayed ;  bot  I  will  say  that  the 
nation  is  mined."  1 

This  motion  of  Ghatihain  was  ably  supported  by  Shelboiiie 
and  Camden,  and  Bockingbam  also  said  a  few  words  in  lis 
favor  ;  but  the  ministers  opj)osed  it,  and  declared  that,  instead 
of  recalling  the  troops,  they  would  send  more  if  necessary. 
Hence,  when  the  question  was  taken,  but  sixteen  favored  the 
motion,  and  sixty-eight  opposed  it.^  Petitions  from  the  trading 
and  mannfiMStnring  towns  of  the  kingdom — Bristol*  GlaagoWy 
Norwiofa,  LiTerpooly  Manchester,  and  Blimiogham,  and  even 
from  London,  the  great  metropolis — were  presented  in  Tab ; 
and  the  petition  of  the  Congress  of  America,  offered  by  Bol- 
lan,  Franklin,  and  Lee,  was  scornfully  rgected  by  a  vote  of 
more  tlian  three  to  one.  It  was  evident  that  both  Houses 
were  bent  upon  violent  measures.  Already  had  Dartmouth,  Ju.  4. 
by  order  of  the  king,  written  to  the  governors  of  the  coloniee 
to  allow  no  more  Congresses  to  be  held ;  and  thoofl^  it  may 
posmbly  be  doubted  whether  it  was  suspected  that  the  contest 
would  actually  cud  in  blood,  no  st^ps  were  taken  to  prevent 
such  a  cata^strophe,  and  the  measures  wliich  were  adopted  were 
eminently  calculated  to  exasperate  and  mtiame.'* 

Far  from  being  daunted  by  bis  recent  repulse,  one  moro 
effort  was  made  by  Chatham,  who  had  consulted  with  Frank-  P«k  L 
lin,^  to  arouse  the  natk>n  to  a  sense  of  its  danger,  by  intro- 

'  For  a  ftiller  report  of  tb*s  speech  cjr,  bk  Gordon,  myt  there  were  **  18 

see  Gordon'H  Am.  Rev.  i.  2S^>-2;K),  contents,  and  77  iioiHmilents,  id- 

where  the  date,  by  mistake,  is  Dec  duding  moxies.** 

20}  Bdihani'i  Oeoree  m.  iL  75  et  «  Oortoo^  Adl  Bm.  I  392-294; 

fieq.  i  Lord  Mahon's  Hiat  Eag*  n.  21  Rammy's  Am.  Ilev.  L  150. 

-23.  *  On  these  interviews  see  Writingt 

*  GkndflD's  Am.  Rev.  L  290-292 ;  of  FiankUn,  and  Lord  MahaQ*t  Hut 

I^]idK»*«Iiirt.Biig:vL^Qiiiii-  Ei^n. 28^28. 
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CHAP,  ducing  a  prarisioDal  bill  **  for  settttng  Hie  iroables  in 

and  far  aaserting  the  soprane  legislative  anlliorilj  and  Biip»- 
177k  intending  power  of  Oreat  Britain  orer  tilie  colonies.''  But 
Hub  bill  was  as  objectionable  to  the  ministry  as  his  former  pro- 
posal. It  caused,  indeed,  "a  variety  of  discussion,  within  and 
without  doors."  Several  peers,  as  Shelburne  and  Camden, 
arj^ed  in  its  jGiTor,  while  others,  as  Lyttleton  and  Temple, 
ol^ted  to  some  points  in  it ;  but  when  a  dirision  took  place, 
it  was  r^ecled  by  a  vote  of  nzty-one  to  thirtr-two^  and  ivas 
immediately  printed  by  Chatham,  as  an  appeal  to  the  public 
judgment^  The  "conciliatory  scheme"  of  North,  proposed 

Prt>. 20.  shortly  after,  whieli  contxiincd  a  conditional  renuiiL'iaiiua  of 
the  riglit  of  taxation,  met  with  a  diflerent  fate;  but  it  "was  too 
defective  in  its  character,  and  was  adopted  at  too  late  a  period, 
to  remedy  the  evils  which  existed.*  Nay,  even  had  this  scheme 
been  good  in  itself,  it  could  have  accomplished  bnt  little ;  ibr 

Ah.  to.  a  bill  had  been  reported,  and  was  passmg,  for  restraining  the 
commerce  of  New  England  with  Great  Britain,  as  a  retaliation 
for  the  hoii  iuiportatioii  agreement  of  the  colonies ;  and  this 
bill,  which  was,  in  effect,  an  extension  of  the  obnoxious  Ko.-ion 
Port  Bill,  was  **  calculated  in  no  slight  degree  to  heap  freah 
fuel  on  the  flames  already  burning  in  America."'  Hence  conr 
dilation  was  out  of  the  question ;  and  the  address  to  the  king, 


'  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  20.'  ;  K;  ini-  oT\\y  ft  ^uuvd  j  it  WM  not  m  yit  ft 

aay'sAin.Kev.L  151-163  iiicLshom's  war." 

Geoige  m.  iL  90}  Lord  Mahonii  *  Oordon'b  Am.  R«v.  i  SOI,  302; 

Hist.  Eng.  >i  2C-28.    Lord  Mahon,  Ramsay's  Am.  Rev.  L  161-16^:  Hel- 

in  a  pafisage  covering  two  ])ages  of  his  sham's  George  III.  iL  95.    The  min- 

exccllent  work,  queries  what  coose-  istr}',  it  seems,  condescended  at  length 

quences  might  have  resulted  from  an  to  consult  irith  Franklin  relative  to 

opposite  derision.  "  Would  the  Amer-  ihLs  scheme ;  and  the  btter  drew  up 

icans  have  acccjjted  the  measure  cheer-  a  paper  of  "  Hints,"  tending  to  an  ad- 

flitty  and  readily?   Would  it  for  a  justment  of  the  diflerenoes  bettmn 

lonj^  time  to  como  liivo  cloned  the  the  countries ;  but  his  "  Hint»  "  con- 

broich  and  cemented  the  union  with  tained  aome  inadmiwible  conditiooft 

the  mother  oonntry?  From  all  the  and  were  not  ftpproved.  Sparing 


hcta  and  tostinionles  then  or  since  Franklin;  Lord  iuhoD**  Hilt  Bq§> 

made  puldir,  I  ;in?!wer,  wthout  hesi-  viSO.  31. 

tation,  that  it  would.    On  both  sidea  '  Gordon's  Am.  Rev.  i.  ^00,  iiOl; 

there  were  injuries  to  fedre«i but  not  R:imsaY'«  Am.  Rev.  i  159;  Lord 

•ft  yet  bloodihed  to  avcqge.  It  nai  Mahoa^a  Uiat.       iL  32. 
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previously  adopted,  which  declared  that  "a  rebellion  actually  chap 
existed  within  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,"  and  in 
which  the  Houses  pledged  themselves,  ''at  the  hazard  of  their  irts. 
IWes  and  properties^  to  stand  by  his  majesty,  against  sach 
attempts,  In  the  maintenance  of  his  jost  rights  and  the  rights 
of  Parliament/'  was  too  palpable  a  proof  of  the  intentions  of 
the  minif^try,  to  admit  the  siipjiosirion  that  lenient  or  healing 
mciisuros  would  evor  be  favored  by  them.' 

While  ministers  in  England  were  thus  preparing  to  enforce 
fhetr  decrees  at  the  cannon^s  month,  statesmen  in  America 
were  coolly  and  deliberately  preparing  for  resistance.  In 
Boston,  the  governor  and  his  adherents  maintained  their  posi- 
tion, siirroiiiided  by  troops,  ready  at  a  moment's  wuruing  to 
obey  their  commands.  At  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  at  Con- 
cord, the  new  Congress,  convened  in  Febroary,*  chose  dele-  F«b.i. 
gates  to  the  next  American  Congress,  and  passed  resolutions 
for  strengthening  the  militia  of  the  f^ovince,  improving  the 
discipline  of  the  troops,  and  furnishing  them  witii  arms.  No 
disposition,  however,  was  evinced  on  either  side  to  coiinnonco 
hostilities,  though  collisions  occasioually  oec m  red,  which  seri- 
ously threatened  a  civil  disturbance.  Letters  had  indeed  been 
received  from  abroad,  counselling  bolder  steps,  and  saying 
"  Your  oountrymmi  must  seal  their  cause  with  theib  blood. 
Thet  must  not  delay.  They  must  resist,  or  be  trodden  down 
into  the  vilest  vassalage — the  scorn,  the  spurn  of  their  ene> 
lilies,  a  by- word  of  infamy  amonir  all  men,"^  But  such  eoun- 
eels  were  censured  by  the  pnidi.'iit  as  ra»li ;  and  the  patriots 
of  the  Bay  Province,  oonpcious  that  one  misstep  might  ruin  all, 
bore  with  inflexible  fortitude  the  bitterest  taunts,  and  soothed 
the  excited  passions  of  the  turbulent. 

»  Gonlon's  Am.  Rev.  I  296-300;  Feb,  1,  IT7r).  iitul  adjoimiod  Feb.  16. 

Ranuay's  Am.  llev.  L  lo7 ;  Belnham't  It  then  met  at  CVmeord,  March  22, 

George  TTL  u.  90-93.   A  number  of  and  adjourned  April  15,  shortly  befbre 

lords  protested  agninHt  thi»  address,  as  the  battle  of  Lexington.    Its  subse- 

boldiiig  out  no  -Mi.vtantial  offer  for  nyni  hiNton*  will'Mj  hereafter  given, 

the  redres»s  ut  grievance*.  Jour.  Frov.  Cotig.  73. 

*  Tide  CoDgTCM metal Chmbridg*      >  GordoD'i  Am.  Ber. 1 291 
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CHAP.     What  if  tbe  gallant  Warren  was  at  as  iie  dcliveied 

^^^J^  liis  "  oration "  in  the  Old  iSouth,  oa  the  anniversarj  of  the 
1775.  BoBtoa  Massacre  ?  What  if  Ditson,  a  citizen  of  BiUerica»  was 

Mtt*.  9.  taired  and  feathered,  &0tened  to  a  chair  on  tracks,  and  drawn 
through  the  streets,  sorroimded  hf  a  party  of  soldiers  of  the 
forty-seventh,  playing  in  derision  "  Yankee  Doodle  "  ?  What 

J4ar.i6.  if  tlic  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  was  made  an  occasion  of  «n- 
manly  annoyance,  while  marquee  tents  were  pitched  before  the 
west  meeting  house,  and  drums  and  fifes  were  played  to  dis- 

Mar.n.  torb  the  devotional  services?  What  if  the  house  of  Hancock 
was  assaalted,  and  his  fences  hacked  hj  a  party  flashed  with 
bravado  and  liqaor?  All  such  outrages,  however  annoying^ 
were  borne  with  a  calmness  which  discerning  loyalists,  liad 
they  l)oen  wise,  would  have  construed  as  ominous  of  a  fearful 
retribution,  should  the  day  of  reckoning  be  hastened  bj  their 
foUy.» 

Tet  the  people  moved  steadily  on  in  their  course,  adopting 
the  means  which  prudence  prescribed  to  prepare  for  the  strqg- 
gle,  whenever  it  should  come.  Some  of  thefar  devices  were 

exceedingly  ingenious.  Oanuon  wore  conveyed  from  the  town 
to  the  country  in  carts,  under  the  ai>i)earancc  of  loads  of 
manure ;  half  barrels  of  guntK)wdcr  were  put  into  butcher's 
pads,  or  the  hampers  Of  marketmen,  as  they  returned  home  in 
the  evening ;  and  cartridges  were  packed  la  candle  boxes,  and 
Htt.18.  sent  off.  Sometimes  prizes  were  made;  and  in  one  instance 
over  thirteen  thousand  cartridges  and  three  thousand  pounds 
of  balls  were  seized.  But  this  mishap,  so  far  from  dishcar tru- 
ing, only  stimulated  to  increased  vi<rilance ;  and  provisions 
were  made  for  concontratiiig  in  places  llie  most  secure  tiie  sup* 
plies  which  had  been  provided  by  the  Congress  for  the  army** 
Indeed,  every  where^  lynx-eyed  men  were  abroad,  secretly 

»  Mas.'?.  Spy  for  March  10,  1775;  Letter  for  March  17,  1775;  Froth- 

Almon's  Remcmhmncor  for  1775, 62 ;  ingham's  Siope  of  Boston,  50. 
Gordon's  Am.  Kcv.  i.  3()7,  .'^os ;  .!fv,,r.       *  GordDivs  Am.  l\t\.  1.  309;  Froth* 

Frov.  Cong.  L  lUl-I3;i ;  l^tou  2st>vvtt  ingham's  tiiege  of  Bostun,  61. 
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watching  the  motions  of  the  eo6iB7,aQd  reporting  their  doings  chap. 
to  the  coannittees  of  safety.  The  connlzy  was  aroosed.  De- 
tennination  was  staniiped  upon  every  brow.  GompanieB  of 
mmnte  meo  flitted  abont^  and  wero  heire  at  one  momcDt  and 
there  at  another.  Not  if  red  coat  eoald  be  seen  ni  the  nei^h- 
borinu;  villages  but  the  wearer  was  followed,  aud  iiits  errand 
disco  veml. 

A  I  urge  quantity  of  stores  had  been  deposited  at  Concord, 
and  it  was  rumored  that  Gage  was  determined  to  destroy 
them.  A  guard  was  aooordingly  stationed  for  their  saeority,  ifv.14. 
and  oonriers  were  engaged  in  Gharlestown,  and  Cambridge^ 
and  Boxbnry,  the  three  avennes  from  Boston,  to  alam  the 
country,  ^^liould  tlie  attempt  be  made.  The  disguised  oftiocra 
sent  out  by  the  fommander  in-chief  to  sketch  the  roads  were 
narrowly  watched  by  vigilant  patriots.  The  bodies  of  troops 
which  were  occasionally  sent  out  were  likewise  watched }  and 
great  nnmbers''  were  prepared  to  attack  them  if  neceaaary.' 
It  was  known  that  Howe,  and  Clinton,  and  Borgoyne,  oflfioers  AfdlA. 
of  established  reputation  for  courage^  had  been  ordered  to 
Boston  to  join  General  Gage,  and  that  troops  were  to  accom- 
pany thcin,  to  strengthen  his  forces ;  and  it  was  also  known 
that  Parliament  had  prohibited  the  exportation  of  military 
stores  to  tlic  colonic?,  to  deprive  the  people  .of  tiie  means  of 
defenoe.^  Gage  bad  now  four  thousand  men  under  his  oom« 
mand — veteran  troops,  trained  to  war,  under  leaders  of  ap- 
proved ability  and  courage.'  Sanguine  of  soccess,  he  did  not 
for  a  moment  harbor  the  thought  that  his  designs  would  be 
defeated.  He  had  no  conlideiu'e  wliatever  in  the  gallantry  of 
the  provincials,  but  regarded  tiieni  a«  poltroons,  ea.^ily  intimi- 
dated. But  the  people  were  not  dismayed.  Should  admin- 
istration," wrote  Cnahing,  determine  to  carry  into  execntion 

'  2  M  IT.  Coll.  iv.  20 1-215.  C;>p-  Almnn's  TTonioinbrrnccr  for  177.'!.  56; 

tain  Urown  and  En»>i^  JL>e  Bemicre  Frothingbom's  t^eg^  of  Boston,  o2, 

were  the  offioen  sent  to  sketch  the  64. 

coiintrw  '  YiMa^bam't  Bugi  of  BoetoOp 

*  BoBloaOaiette  for  April  4, 1776;  53. 
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CHAP,  the  late  acts  of  Parliament  by  military  force,  tiiey  will  make 
the  last  appcaL   Tb^  are  determined  life  and  liberty  shall  go 
ITTA.  together."^ 

Afr.u.  Towards  the  middle  of  April  it  was  disooTered  tiiat  there 
were  movemeDts  on  foot  which  looked  to  the  acoompliahment 

of  the  attack  upon  Concord  ;  for  the  grenadiers  and  light  ior 
fantiy  were  relieved  from  duty,  "upon  the  pica  of  learning  a 
new  esercifcje ; "  and  at  night  the  boats  of  the  transport  ships, 
which  had  been  hauled  up  to  be  repaired,  were  launched  and 
moored  under  the  stems  of  the  men  of  war.'  Immediately  the 
committee  of  aafeij  took  additional  measores  for  the  seeoritf 

Apr.  17.  of  the  atoresi  and  ordered  the  cannon  to  be  secreted,  and  a 
part  of  the  mnnitions  to  be  remoTed  to  Sndbnry  and  Clroton.^ 

Apr.  18.  On  the  following  day,  ten  or  twelve  British  officers,  wlio  had 
dined  at  Cambridge,  were  directed  at  nightfall  to  station  them- 
selves along  the  roads  leading  to  Concord,  to  interce])t  expresses 
sent  ont  to  alarm  the  oonntry.  The  committees  of  safety  were 
at  the  same  time  in  session  at  Wetherby's  tayern,^  in  what  is 
now  West  Cambridge ;  and  Gerry,  and  Ome,  and  Lee,  three 
of  the  members,  remained  to  pass  the  night  Two  others,  Dev- 
eu3  and  Watson,  rode  towards  Charlestown,  and,  meetina:  on 
the  way  several  oflieers  on  horseback,  they  returned  to  inform 
their  friends  of  the  iact»  and  proceeded  on  their  journey. 
Gerry  at  once  sent  a  messenger  to  Hancock  and  Adams^  who 
were  stopping  at  Mr*  Clark's»  the  minister  of  Lexington,  to  ao- 
qnaint  them  with  what  was  passing ;  and  precautionary  meaa- 
nres  were  adopted  at  Lexington.'  Upon  his  arrival  in  Charles* 
townDevcna  learned  that  the  Uritioh  troops  were  on  the  eve  of 

'  I'rothinghnm's  Sic^  of  Boston,      *  Some  autbontiet  aay,  at  NeweU't 

58.  tavern. 

«  Gordon's  Am.  Rer.  i.  309 ;  Ev-       *  Austin's  Life  of  Geny,  i.  68  j 

erett'ii  Lexingtnn  and  Toncord  Ad-  Fi  ithingham's  Siejfe  of  Boston,  57  ; 

drewes ;  Frothiughaiu's  8icgc' of  Boh-  bh  ittuck's  Concord^  101.  Informa- 

ton,  56.  tion  1  '    l  e  movementf^  of  the  officers 

'  Shattuck'a  Concord,  9") ;  F.vcrett's  had  aln  ad)  Ix  on  rrc«  p    '  Loxing- 

Le&ington  Addreasj  Frothingham'a  too  through  bolomon  liruwu.  Ercr* 

Sugtt  of  Bortoo,  M.  fltt'«  Lesington  AddceM, 
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embarking  ;  and  a  lauteru  was  displayed  by  Paul  Revere  in  the  chap. 
upper  window  of  the  tower  of  Uie  North  Church,  in  Boston — 
the  ugnal  which  had  been  agreed  upon.  Qage,  who  supposed  im. 
that  nothing  was  known  of  his  moyements,  oommnnicated  them 
in  eonfidenoe  to  Lord  Percy,  at  nine  in  the  evening ;  but  the 
latter,  shortly  after,  in  returning  to  his  quarters,  overiieard  a 
conversation  which  sati.slied  him  that  the  affair  was  no  longer 
secret ;  *  and,  hastening  to  Gage,  orders  were  issued  that  no 
one  should  be  suffered  to  leave  the  town.  Dr.  Warren,  how- 
ever, bat  a  £3W  moments  before,  had  sent  into  the  country  two 
trttsty  messengers, — Paul  Berere  and  William  Dawes» — who 
einded  the  yigilanoe  of  the  gnards,  and  spread  the  alarm.  At 
midnight  one  of  the  messengers,  Paul  Revere,  reached  the 
house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  ;  and,  tliough  tlie  family  were  at 
rest,  thev  were  ])roniptly  aroused.® 

At  one  in  tlie  mormug  the  minute  men  of  Lexington  and  Apr.is. 
the  militia  of  the  town  were  summoned  to  meet  at  their  place 
of  parade^  on  the  green  near  the  meeting  house ;  and  messen- 
gers were  sent  towards  Cambridge  for  additional  information. 
At  two  the  soldiers,  one  hundred  and  thirty  in  number,  assem- 
bled ;  the  roll  was  called,  and  every  gun  was  loaded  ;  ^  but,  by 
the  return  of  the  messengers,  they  were  informed  that  all  was 
quiet ;  and,  as  the  night  was  chilly,  they  dispersed  into  the 
neighboring  houses  —  most  of  them  going  to  Backnam's  tav- 
ern.* 

In  Concord  the  alarm  was  likewise  spread and  Dr.  Pres- 
oott  agreed  to  assist  in  rousing  the  people.  While  thus  en- 
gaged, with  Revere  and  Dawes,  he  was  met  by  a  party  of 

*  ETCfett*!    OoBOord    Addnn;      '  Ckndoii't  Am.  Rer.  i.  SlOt  £v- 

Frothingham's  Siege  of  Boston,  58.  erett's  Lexington  Address }  Fvotiking- 

»  Phinney*8  Hist,  of  the  Battle,  33  j  ham's  ^Ip^  of  Boston,  60. 
Everett's  Lexington  and  Concord  Ad-      *  Gordon's  Am.  Kev.  i.  310. 
dresses ;  FrotlunghBrn's  Siege  of  Bos-      *  Three  pCfMOt —  Sandenon,  Lens 

ton,  51>;  ShattuckV  roncord,  lOL   A  ing,  and  Brown  —  had  been  s<nit  np 

guard  of  eight  men  had  bceastatioDed  bom  Lexington  towards  Concord,  to 

at  Mr.  Clan's  hoivefiw  the  pfTOtection  imteh  dw  mowDMiti  of  the  oflioeni 

of  Adams  aad  Haooodu  Evnett^  BferettfaAddbmi. 
Addreaa. 
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CHAP,  officers,  armed  and  mounted  ;  and,  in  the  scuffle  wliich  cnsncd, 
J^^^  Revere  was  captured,  but  was  subsequently  liberated.*  There 
1776.  could  DOW  be  no  doobt  that  the  regulars  were  on  tiieir  mardi ; 
and  it  was  afterwards  asoorlained  that  Lieatenant  Goioiiel 
Sndth,  at  the  head  of  about  eight  hundred  men,  had  embarked 
at  ten  oVslock,  on  the  evening  of  the  eighteentii,  at  the  foot  of 
tlie  Common,  in  Boston,  in  the  boats  of  the  ships  of  war.  Jnst 
as  the  moon  rose  he  landoii,  wiih  hid  men,  in  perfect  stillness, 
at  Leehutere'B  Point,  crot^od  the  marshes,  and  entered  the  old 
Charlestown  and  West  Cambridge  road,  near  the  foot  of  Proe- 
peet  Hill.  As  thejr  paased  the  tavern  where  the  ''rebels'' 
were  lodging,  the  latter  arose  from  their  beds  to  gaseon  die  mi- 
wonted  spectacle ;  and,  when  a  party  was  detadied  to  surroiind 
the  tavern,  they  hastily  escaijed  to  an  adjoining  field.'  Colonel 
Smith  had  marched  but  a  few  miles  befoi  e  he  was  satisfied,  br 
the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  noise  of  guns,  that  tlie  country 
was  alarmed.  He  therefore  detaehed  six  companies  of  infan- 
try and  marines,  imder  Hiyor  Pitcaim,  with  orders  to  press 
on  and  secure  the  bridges  at  Concord,  while  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  Boston  for  a  recnforcement.' 

Pitcaini,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  liiiiii(>d  his  men  for- 
ward ;  but^  witliin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Lexington  meeting 
house,  Tbaddeus  Bowman  escaped  his  advanced  guard,  galloped 
to  the  Conunon,  and  sounded  the  alarm.^  It  was  now  half 
past  four ;  and,  by  the  orders  of  Captain  Parker,  the  drums 
were  beaten,  guns  were  fired,  and  Sergeant  tfonroe  was  in* 
Btrncted  to  form  his  company  in  two  ranks  a  little  north  of  the 
meeting  house.  A  short  time  after  Pitcairn  arrived,  hailed  lur 
a  moment,  ordered  his  men  to  "prime  and  load,"  and  then  to 
march  forward  in  double  quick  time.  Sixty  or  seventy  of  the 
militia  had  collected,  and  about  forty  spectators,  a  few  of  whom 

'  Everett *H    Concord    Addrww;    69;  Everett's  Addresses;  Frothh^ 
Frothiuffham's  Slese  of  Boston,  60;   barn's  Siege  of  Boston,  61. 
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were  anncd  ;  and,  as  Pitcuim  rode  up,  hu  shouted,  "  Disperse,  chap. 
you  rebels  I    Throw  down  your  arms  I    V'illaius,  disperse ! "  ^JZl. 
Finding;  they  did  not  obey,  he  ordered  his  men  to  fire.   A  few  1770. 
gnus  were  discliarged}  bat  no  one  was  killed.  A  genml  dis* 
charge  followed*  with  &tal  results.^  The  mUitia  immediately 
retarned  the  fire ;  and,  both  from  the  ranks  of  the  company, 
and  from  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  from  the  back  door  of 
Bucknam's  house,  sliots  were  aiuied  at  the  regular  troojjs." 
The  skirmish  became  general ;  and  the  troops  under  Pitcairn 
continued  their  fire  as  long  as  the  militia  continued  in  sight  — ■ 
killing  eight  and  wonnding  ten.    Parker,'  Mnzqr,  the  Har^ 
ringtons,^  Monroe,^  Hadlej,  Brown,  and  Porter,  of  Wobnxn, 
were  the  persons  killed.*  The  British  suffered  bat  little.  '*A 
private  of  the  tenth  regiment,  and  probably  one  otfav,  were 
wounded,  and  Major  Pitcairn's  horse  was  struck. 

The  citizens  of  Concord  had  been  aroused  at  an  early  boui- ; 
and  the  committee  of  safety,  the  military  ofhcers*  and  promi- 
nent citizens  met  for  consoltation.  The  soldiers  were  likewise 
mastered,  and  formed  on  the  parade  groand,  near  the  meeting 
hoose ;  messengers  were  sent  towards  Lexington  for  informsr 
tion;  and  a  portion  of  the  militia,  nnder  Colonel  Barrett, 
laboi-ed  iu  removing  the  stores  to  the  woods.  Soon  word  came 


•  Rev.  J.  Clark,  in  Shattuck's  Con- 
cord, 102,  103;  Gordon's  Am.  Rev. 
i.  310;  Kvt  rL  ft  s  Addresses  I  Fioth- 
ingham*H  Sief^e  of  Boston,  62. 

»  Phinue\'s  llisU  of  the  Battle  j 
Everett's  donoord  Addmtf  FVoth- 
ingham's  Siege  of  Boston,  fi3,  nri  1  n  te. 

'    Romau  history  does  not  i'umish 
in  example  of  bniTeiy  that  outriiines 
tiiat  of  Joims  Parker.    A  truer  he«rt 
cBd  not  bleed  at  Tbermopyke.* 
erctl's  Address. 

*  Jomitlum  and  Odeb  Sbninston. 
Of  the  former  Everett  Ray«,  "  Ilnr- 
rington's  was  a  cruel  fate.  Uc  fell  in 
liront  of  hi*  own  hmue,  on  the  north 
of  the  Common.  His  wife,  :it  the 
window,  saw  him  fill,  ;uul  then  sLirt 
up,  the  blood  guahiug  frum  breast. 


He  stretched  out  his  hands  towards 
her,  m  if  for  assistance,  and  fell 
again.  Rising  once  more  on  fau  hands 
and  knecH,  he  crawUd  across  the  rond 
towards  his  dwelUng.  She  ran  to 
meet  him  at  the  ^bor,  but  it  was  to 
see  liim  expire  at  her  feet" 

^  KolM>rt  Monroe  had  served  in  the 
French  wars,  and  was  the  atandoid 
bearer  of  his  comjjany  at  the  capture 
of  LoiU'<hnr<r.  in  17.>H.  KvercttV  Ad- 
dress;  Frotiun^lum's  Sic-jj^e  of  Bos- 
ton. 

*  For  the  list  of  the  killed  see  Jour. 
l^roT.  Cong,  and  Frothingham's  ^cgo 
01  jxNnott. 

7  G  t^'c'M  Accovmtf  in  FBOtUngham's 
Si^  olf  Boston,  64. 
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CHAP,  that  the  Britisli  had  fired  upon  the  prorincials  at  Lexinf^toii. 

excitement  was  intense ;  and  a  portion  of  the  militia  of 
1776.  Concord,  and  of  Lincoln,  the  adjoining  town,  resolred  to  push 
on  to  the  assistance  of  their  neighbors^  while  Captain  Minot, 
with  the  alarm  company,  remained  in  town,  and  took  poases- 
sion  of  the  hill  near  the  liberty  pole.'  No  sooner  had  he 
gained  tliis  pomtion  than  the  companies  which  had  left  re- 
turned, with  the  intellicrence  that  the  number  of  the  Britigh 
was  treble  that  of  the  Americans ;  and  the  whole  forc^e  fell 
back  to  an  eminence  back  of  the  town,  and  formed  in  two  bat- 
talions.* Scarcely  were  they  Hios  posted  when  the  British 
appeared  in  sight,  rapidly  adyancing  on  the  Lincoln  road,  with 
their  guns  glittering  in  the  early  sunshine.  Deeming  resist- 
ance useless,  Colonel  Barrett,  who  had  joined  his  townsmen, 
ordered  a  retreat,  over  the  North  Bridge,  to  an  eminence  about 
a  mile  ii  om  the  centre  of  the  town.^ 

Shortly  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Americans  the  British 
troops  marched  into  Concord,  in  two  divisions  —  the  one  by 
the  mam  road,  and  the  other  by  the  hill  which  the  Americana 
had  just  left.  The  grenadiers  and  light  infiintry,  under  Colonel 
Smith,  were  posted  in  the  centre  of  the  town ;  and  Captain 
Parsons,  with  six  light  companies,  was  detached  to  secure  the 
North  Brid«if ,  wliilo  Captain  Pole  was  sent  to  secure  the  South 
Bridge.*  On  rtitciiing  the  North  Bridge,  three  companies, 
under  Captain  Lawrie,  were  left  to  guard  it ;  and  the  other 
iliree,  under  Captain  Parsons,  proceeded  to  Colonel  Barrett's 
house,  in  search  of  stores.  Li  the  mean  time,  the  militia  of 
Concord  and  Lincoln,  joined  by  their  brethren  from  Carlisle, 
ChelmBford,  Weston,  Littleton,  and  Acton,  formed  nnder  Hos- 
mer.    Captain  Smith,  with  his  company,  voiuiiteercd  to  disr 

'  Tlie  minute  men  from  Lincoln       '  Shattiick's  rnrmrd,  lO'i;  Froth* 
were  under  Captain  William  Smith,   ingham's  Siese  ot  iiudton,  t}6. 
■nd  the  militia  under  OmtMn  Smnael     >  ShattndA  Oonoord,  106 ;  Frotli- 

Farnir.  Frothmgbftm^  oli^  of  Boe-    ini^ham's  Su'j,'c  of  liostoii.  00. 
ton,  60.  ^  Shattuck's  Concord,  107 ;  Froth* 

-  ingham'o  Siege  of  Bofttim,  6d. 
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lodge  flie  guard  at  tbe  North  Bridge ;  Oapiain  Isaac  Da?i%  chap. 
▼iih  his  companj  from  Acton,  was  eqoalljr  patriotic ;  and,  hj 
tiie  orders  of  Colonel  Barrett,  Ihey  were  detadied,  under  Major  im. 

John  Buttrifk,  with  Lientenant  Colonel  liobmson  aa  au  assist- 
ant, for  the  discharge  of  this  diflicult  service.  Ah  they  drew 
near  the  bridge,  the  British  hred ;  and  at  the  second  voUej 
Gaplaan  Pavia  was  killed,  and  Hosmer,  a  private  in  his  com- 
pany, fell  at  his  side.  "Fire^  Mow-eoldiers  1  for  God's  sake^ 
ire  I  **  excbdaied  Meijor  Bnttrick ;  and  a  general  action  ensaed, 
when  the  Britidi,  in  oonfiieion,  retreated.  A  detachment  was 
sent  to  their  relief;  and  the  provincials  pursued  them  over  the 
bridge,  until  they  joined  the  main  body  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.* 

By  this  time  the  old  New  England  dromS)  that  had  beat  at 
Lomsbnrg,  at  Quebec,  at  Martiniqiie,  and  at  the  Havana,  were 
BOnnduig  on  all  the  roads  leading  to  Oonoord ;  *  and  Colonel 
Smith,  after  resting  for  two  hoars,  ]ir  jpared  about  twelye 

o'clock  to  march  for  Boston.  The  militia  of  Reading  and  Bil- 
lerica  came  hurrying  in  to  lend  tlieir  aid  to  their  countrjinen  ; 
the  Sudbury  company  was  there  ;  and  the  roads  all  along  the 
rontewere  occupied  by  the  Americans,  posted  behind  trees^ 
and  walls,  and  rocks.  Smith  pushed  on,  but  was  met  by  a  fire 
so  hot  tiiat  his  ranks  were  speedily  thinned,  and  his  situation 
became  perilous.  At  this  cntioal  moment  a  reenforcement 
arrived,  consisting  of  three  regiments  of  infantry  and  two 
divisions  of  marines,  with  two  fiehl  p!e<"es,  under  Lord  Percy, 
who  had  marched  through  Roxbury  to  the  tune  of  Yankee 
Doodle.'  By  the  aid  of  the  field  pieces  the  Americans  were 
kept  at  bay  for  a  tune,  and  the  retreat  was  resumed.  Tet 
every  height  was  filled,  and  at  every  defile  the  contest  was 
bloody.  Below  West  Cambridge  the  militia  from  Dorchester, 
Koxbury,  and  Brookliuo  came  up  j  the  Danvers  company  had 

>  Shattuck'*  Concord,  112 1  Efoc      *  Everett's  Concord  Addre*. 
elA  Ooneoid  Addi—i  f  Frotliuir>     *  Fiothlugham's  Siege  of  fiottonu 
]Mm%  Siege  of  Boiton,  70. 

YOL.  n.  88 
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OHAP.  previonaiy  arrived ;  aad,  thxa  recraited,  the  gallant  prormciali 
fell  with  orerwhelmmg  foroe  vpon  tbdr  aaaailaiits.  The  Brife> 
1776.  iflih  vere  nearly  exhausted ;  and  as  they  readied  Proqseet  Hill, 

their  situation  was  critical.  Their  progress  was  obstructed  by 
the  nuDilxT  of  wounded ;  they  had  but  a  few  rounds  of  car- 
tridges left ;  the  roads  were  alive  with  pursuei-s,  as  if  tliey  had 
"  dropped  from  the  clouds ; "  and  volley  on  voUey  was  poured 
in  upon  them.  At  leogth,  about  sunset^  almost  on  the  ran, 
Ihey  reached  Gharlestown  Common,  where  Ihe^  were  sheltered 
by  the  gnns  from  the  ships,  and  the  porsuit  was  stopped.  Of 
the  Americans,  forty-nine  were  killed,  thirty-nine  were  wounded, 
and  five  were  missiug.  Of  the  British,  seveutv-thrce  were 
killed,  one  hundred  and  sevouty-four  were  wounded,  and 
twenty'dz  were  missing.^  This  was  the  commexcemfn-t  op 
THB  WAB  OF  THB  BBTOLDTIOH.  The  blood  o£  the  English 
aad  of  the  Amerieans  had  flowed;  the  nnion  of  the  eoloniei 
with  Great  Britain  was  severed ;  and  from  this  hoar  the  era 
of  INDEPENDENCE  properly  dat^.  "  What  a  glorious  morning 
is  this  I"  exclaimed  Samuel  Adama,  as  he  heard  the  sound  of 
the  guns  at  Lexington.  It  was  the  morning  of  FRSBDOIC* 
The  day  star  of  liberty  had  risen  npon  America. 

'  Almon'sRemembmnrcrfnr  1775,  the  different  orations  at  heoDf^taa 

70;  Everett's   Concord    Address}  and  Conoord}  Fiothingham's  Si^ 

Fzothingbun*a  Kege  of  Boston, 79.  orBoston}  the knUliiibiriMaf On* 

For  minute  details  of  this  whole  ex-  cord,  &c  |  Jem,  IkOf.  Coi^ 

po<Iit!nn  Hpp  Almon's  Kempni'>nnper  694|  &0i 
tor  17  7>j,          ;  Phinney's  Aixouut ; 
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